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Ckr«iicle of Eyeits 


January 1931 

Chief Eventt : — ^Picketina continued to be the main Gongresa aoti- 
vity followed by arrests and convictions — “Independence Day*' demons- 
trations and processions in Bombay and Calcutta in contravention of 
Police order dispersed by lathi charges — Execution of Sholapur convicts 
and demonstration of “Sholapur Day" in almost all the biff ^d ties-^ 
Permier's momentous declaration in the R. T. C. — Ban on Oongress 
Working Committee withdrawn — Working Committee members released 
— ^Peaoe Negotiation begins. 

ItL Independence Day Annivereary in Bombay Elaborate polios airangemeDts 
were made all over the city to prevent the holding of meetlDga in dlffmnt pai^ 
at mid-night under the auspices of the **War** Council and other allied assoei^ 
tions with a view to eelehrating the First Anniversary of the passing of the 
Independence Resolution by the I^hore Congress. A crowd of a few mnsand 
strong collected at Choupathi and its approaches some time before mld-ni(pit 
last night. But shortly before the seheouled meeting hour the Police dlspened 
the '.crowd with lathi charges and completely cleued the Bands of the demons- 
trators, thus frustrating their attempt to hold the meeting. In othw parts of 
the city the Police similarly disperse Congress processions by lathi charges. Bat 
at some places tl^ did not interfere with meetings. Shortly after 2 a. m. a 
crowd collect^ at Kalbadevi Road, and stoned the Police stationed neaiby as a 
result of which 15 constables and 2 sergeants were injured. The Police 
after warning, opened dre on the demonstrators. Twelve rounds were fired and 
nine persons were reported to have been injured. Crowds on the Princess l^reel 
were dispersed at about 3 a. m. by lathi charges by the Police, himded by a 
dosen officers. About siity persons were injurra ana sent to hospital as a Ksalt 
of the lathi charges and ten of them were reported to be in a smons condition. 
The authorities m the Congress Hospitals stated that over 175 persons were injnred, 
of whom 33 received serious injuries, including seven who nad ballet wounds. 
Of the latter seven one was lying in a precarious condition. 

Jfrs. Kamala Nehru^ Wife of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru arrested under 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act She waa sentenced on the 9rd. to fi montha' 8. 
I. in each of the two cases against her under the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
and the Unlawful lostigatton Ordinance, lor delivering speeches instigating non- 
payment of taxes. 

Dr. M S. Hardikar of Hindustani Seva Dal arrested at Hubli under section 
17 (1) Criminal Law Amendment Act and brought down to Bombay to stand his 
trial. He was convicted and sentenced on the lOth. to six months^ rigorous im- 
prisonment and a fine of Bs. 200, or in default one week’s additmal impri- 
sonment. and nine months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Be. 200, or in default 
one week’s additional imprisonment respectively, under Section 17 (1 and 2) of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act for being a member and assisting the a^vi- 
ties of an unlawful association and managing its afiairs. 

dih- Haalk of Manlana Mahomed AH In London in the morning at 0-90 A. H. 
He woeked till midnight revising his last appeal to the Hindus and Moslems to 
buy all differences and work lor Indian Nationalism. All BritU IndUu* dele- 
ffitH to the Bound Table Conference called at the hotel to payjast lespeets to a 
cQileagne whose death, all agreed, was a great loss to India.*- There were nnsBer- 
uui wsek flag ptoeemioiis in Calcutta on the next day, the news having spread 
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very tmpidir. In die afternoon tliere was a huge eongnc^n in the Haidan 
where prayen were laid for the welfare of the departed aonj-T-Sinular obaerraneea 
were bdd in Bombey, Abmedabed, Rangoon and in other cities. 

BIK: AU night raid in Karachi A Gorernroent Gaiete, Eztra^inan declared 
fizteen CongrcBs organisations ah unlawful under the Cnniinai Law Amendment 
Act In Sind including the Kind Profincial Congress Cpmmituy and notified the 
houses occupied by seven of them as notified areas under the Unlawful Associa- 
tion Ordinance. Empowered by the Oovemment'a declaration the Karachi police 
carried ont an all-night raid on the prenoisea oceupied by the various Congress 
bodies. Three huiidnid policemen participated in it and, as the plane had been 
kept a secret, the local satyagrahis were astonished when, shortly after midnight, 
th^ were called upon to make a harried exit. Congressmen went from place to 
place, seeking refuge, but as the raids were simultaneous they were forced to t^e 
shelter with friends in the neighbourhood. No arrests were made. The police 
carried way everything found in the various premtses, including furniture, papers 
etc. and conveyed them to the police station in iorriea after locking and seating all 
Congress premises. 

Bahu Mohanlal Saxena, the President of the Lucknow Congress Committee 
when it was declared illegal, was sentenced to six months* rigorous imprisonment 
and a fine of Ks. 200 in default to one month more. Babtt Harprasad Saxena, 
Vice-President, was awarded six mouths* rigorous. 

6th. Congre$a President Gaoled : — Mr. Vallahhhhai Patel, Acting Pri?sident of the 
Congress, was convicted by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay under section 
17 (1) and (2) of the Criminal Law Amendment Act and sentenced to six months’ 
and nine mouths* simple imprisonment respeetively, the sentences running concur- 
rently. 

iff. Bamdaa Gandhi, son of Mahatma Gandhi sentenced by the Additional 
Magistrate, Surat, under Sections 107 I. R C. and 47 Salt Act, to undergo six 
months’ rigorous imprison men Hangaldas Kalindas Shaw of the Render 

Congress Committee sentenced to undergo three months* rigorous imprison- 
ment and to pay a fine of Rs. 50, in default to undergo further two weeks* im- 
prisonment for inciting people not to pay land revenue. 

Arrests at Surat lClal>orate police I arrangements were made to prevent the 
Flag Kalutation at CastU Maidan which w.as to take place in celebration of the 
*Oandbi Day*. Ijarro crowds collected to witness the procession but it dispersed 
after Mm, Jyotsna Khukla. leader, and 35 other ladies and 20 volanteers were 
arrested. A batch of Parsec volunteers was also arrested, total arrests being 77, 
of whom 41 were ladies. Of theso arrested, 27 ladies and 13 men were release and 
the rest taken in custody. 

9th. 4l Houses Declared Unlawful in Tamluk By an extraordinary Calcntta 
Gaxette the Gov'-rnor Oeneral-in-Couneil decKired the Tamluk Civil Disobedience 
Committee end the Oontat Civil Disobedience Committee both within the District 
of Midnapore to be unlawful associations under Kub^section (3) of section 1 of 
the Unlawful Association Ordinance 1930 dX of 1930).— In the same connection 
27 places ir the Tamluk i ib-division and 14 places in txie Contai sub-division 
were apeetfied as places which were used f r tue purposes of the said nnlaw- 
fnl associations. 

lOth. Mr, Satv'-murthi cmricted Mr. Katyamnrthi and eleven others inelnding a 
woman and Mr. Cbinneswami Iyengar, K^j^retary. District Congress Committee, who 
were arieeted the Jay before while pick* ting foreign cloth shops in Godown Street, 
Madras were convicted by th** Second Preaitlency Magistrate on a charge of being 
members of an unlawful assembly with the common object of disc’jeying the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate’s order under section 144 Cr. P, C. The order waa 
pfomolgated on December 30 hst prohibiting picketing in city ter a period 
Of two rooikths. The arenseri did not teke part in the proceedings. The Magis- 
tfate after recording eyideoce sentenced Mr. Safyamnrthi and nine others to six 
months* rigorous Imprisonment each. The womau pieje^ was sentenced to six 
oonthi* simple imprisonment. 



-UjAniBT] CHBOmCLEOF EVENTS 


llO. LaOU Chatv oi JTonKki :-Ooii«km wibeRnti tttemMed to b(M • .ONrtiBR 
ott tl» BanlMidi fieemuion Oround, but were prcTwted a atrong force of 
polioe. Seferal then formed a proceuioo. and in the Nanaiwara Streett they were 
oidml to diaperee. Moanted police and extra foot police were ^uiaitloned and 
three lathi chargee took place. Twenty women were arreeted, including the new 
woman 'Dietator*, who aqnatted on the ground and refused to diswrse. uie totM 
nnmbm of iojared was stated to be ISO of which fifty were scrioasly injured and 
aeot to hospital. In all thirty-six arrests were madt^ 


12lh. Skoiapur Urn Banged Mallappa Dhansheti, Shrikishen Bards, Jaganath 
Shinde and Abdul Rasul Kurban Hussein, the four men who had becu sentenced 
to death in connection with the Sholapur riot murder case, pd whose spiels to 
the Prity Council were rejected, were hanged in the morning in the Ymada 
Jail, Poona.--Demon8tratioiiB ngaiiist the hanging included a large ajlcnt bareheaded 
procession through the city of Poona, in contravention of the police ordere, imt 
the police did not interfere with it.— Demonsiriitions in Hombny conlinuctl spas- 
modically throughout the afternoi^n. Pol icis jmr tics eiationed^all along the road 

tted 

for treatment as a result of the lathi charges 20,000 bareheaded mourners 
assembled on the Esplanade Maidaii to record their protest against the execution. 
Several speakers addressed the mating and pjiintctl out that the executed men 
were believed to be innocent, and there was a grave miscarriage of jnstice. They 
condemned the Viceroy’s refusal to coramntc their 8i‘ntcncc8 despite appeals from 
all over India as flouting public opinion, and warned that the net result of this 
vindictiveness would be further inUnsificaiton of boycott of Rritish gooes. 


14th. Sholapur Ereeutiont : Poli^’c Charge at Demonstrafors :-%A serious distnrhanee 
was reported to have occurred at Dakor, Knini district, as a result of the defiant 
altitude of certain processionists Six dilTercnl processions, including one com- 
posed entirely of women, which were taken out in coniicnion with the Sholapur 
executions, were held op by the poli»’e. The processionists were asked to disperse 
but they refused and squatted on the road. At this the ixilice who were aliout 
100 strong were alleged to have opened lire without tlic. Oiuers of the magistrate. It 
was said that in all nine rounds were fired with the result that one young woman 
and one man received bullet wounds. At thin stage firing was stopped and lathis 
were uacd to disperse the profession ists. About 150 persona tvere injured as a 
result of the lathi charges who were removed to ibo liosnitul where they were 
detained for treatment. 


15th. Police firing at Jhalda A (Jovcrnmeiit communique stotwl ; "A report 
has been received from the Deputy Commissioner of MHiibhiim District that a 
serious rioting occurred on ihu ancnusni of the loth January at Jhalda in connec- 
tion with a mek which had been prohibited under section 144 t riminal I^occ- 
durc Code. The Sub-Divisional Magistrate and the police were asssulud and the 
police were obliged to open fire. Four rioters arc rcjMjrted to be d«!.id and a num- 
ber of persons on both sides was injured.” 

15th. * Sholapur Dag' in Unmbay observed a hartal in memory of 

Bbolapar* prisoners. In Kalhaduvi, (jirgaum, Sandhurst Koad. tlamdevi. Grant 
Road and Bycuila, shops did not open at all. There was no trufllc, except for 
trains, and these too were running aimost cmpiy. Bchools and collcgt^ did 
not work, as students did not turn up. Volunteers picketed the High Court where 
a strong jmlice force was posted. As crowds persisted in collecting near the High 
Oourt ana in the Esplanade hlaidan, the Police disporsird them repeatedly with 
lathis. Mr. O. 8. Javalkar. President and four other members of the ' War Ooancir’ 
were arrested. Final figures from the Congress hospilals showed that 261 persons 
were injured by the lathi charges, 55 scrioasly. In pursuance of the Congress 
Programme, the mill-workers of Parel tried to hold meetings. The police warned 
the organisers of the meeting that it was oniawfol and would be disposed. 
ThsKeapoD, it wu stated a section of the crowd stoned the police. One roun^as 
than flied Into the crowd, wbieh was completely cleared by the police. Three 
penooa were iojared by buck-shot. 

Ike AU^htdia VPosicfi^f Conference under the presidentship of Dr. Mrs. 
Ifttkalakilioil passed g r^atioo urging the Government of India and the looal 
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Oofernmoitt to aolofee the pfOfieioni of the 8enU Act and Kqoeating the 
8oeial Befonn Afsodatiooi to edoeate pnblie opinioo and peraiiade indifiduala to 
obqr the law and report caeca of ? iolauoii. 

17lh. LW IriTin in hi$ aidteu before the Legitlaiive A$$€mhiy rerlewed the erente 
which happened in India in 19QO and particnlarly atroMcd on the Ciril Bie- 
obedienoc morement which wa« rei^ardea bj Hie Exeellener aa % menace to the 
Oofernment. Referring to Mahatma Qandht the Viceroy aaid : **Howeeer miataken 
any man may think him to be, and howceer deplorable may appMr the reanlu of 
ihe'*poiiey aaiociated with hia name, no one can fail to recognize the apiritnal 
h»ree which iinpeia Mr. Gandhi to count that no aacriftee ia too great in the 
canac, aa ho hclicvea, of India that he lorea. and I fancy that, though he on hie 
aide, too, thiiika tho«o who differ from him to be viclims of a false philosophy. 
Mr. Gandhi would not be unwilling to say that men of my race, who are to-day 
ro«ponsiblc for the Gorcrnmonl in India, were sincere in their attempt to serve 
her. It has lu.vn one of the tragedies of this time that, where the ultimate 
parposiw hare tHThapa differed lirtTc, if at all, the methods employed by some 
should have bi^en, as 1 conceive, far more calculated to imp<Hle than to assist the 
accomplishment of that largely common end. And, deeply as I crave to aoe the 
dawn of a happier day in India, I am bound, so long as the movement designed 
to undermine and sop the foiindalions of Government holds the front place in 
the programme of the great Congress organization, to resist it to the uttermost 
of luy strength. 


18tli. Sj, Bubkas Bose arrested On hia way to Maldab from Berbampore Sj. 
Bubbas Chandra liosc was served with an order under S«?i‘tion U4 Cr. P. C. at 
Amnura, a wny-side station on the ont'Skirts of Maldah prohibiting him from 
entering the limits of the disirtet. 8j. Bose disobey ii the ordor. He was tried on 
the spot and sentenced to seven days^ simple Imprisonment. 


Prsas <0 Instigation Bills Postponed In the Lr*gislative Assembly Sir James 
Crerar annonneed the po.Mpoiiomciit of the Prc^i8 Bill and the Unlawful Instiga- 
tion Bill ill view of the representations made to him from various sections of the 
lioiise ilijit the Premier was to make a tnomentous statement and that it was 
uiidcsiraljtc to take aelioii at this critical juncture. The (lorernment, however, 
rescrvoil the liluTiy to proc-XHl further with the bills while the Assembly was 
still sitting, or if an occasion should arij'c wlu n this may be impracticable, to 
tender such ndvico to the Govcnior-Ocncral ns the circumstances might appear to 
them to require. 

ifomentous declaration of the Prime. Minister at the Round Table Conference 
especially rogariling Dominion Htatus whii’h was explicitly promised ns a ri*sult 
of the present l;ilf»nra for setting a eoastitutiori. The Preraier’a manner was most 
conciliatory and friendly. His emphasis on equality of collaboration was especi- 
ally appreciated. 

2011^ Ooeernment defeat in Assembh/ GovTiiment Riistained a heavy defeat in 
the Assi^mbly over the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act Bupplcmentary Bill, 
wdiich was sought to lie rushed through by the Gni’crnment. Tne motion for 
mrculaiion was iwrried by 61 voles to :ia. Sir Abdiir Rahim, Maulvi Mahomed 
Yakub and Ur. hulirawardy made a firm stand with the result that the Govern- 
ment secured only aix Muslim elected votes, while seventeen Muslims went against 
the Government. 


22b^. bfr, Jammdas Dwarkadas, a prominent Congress’ worker of Bombay, waa 
^rested, under a warwnt, from the Police (X>n[inii8sionGr on a charge of sedition 
Ho was sentenced to 9 mouths' rigorous imprisonment. 


av :--Thc following cablegram was received by Pandit 

Motilnl Nehru from the Right Honourable V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, Mr.^ M. R. 

after the Working Committee of the Con- 
greas bad unnnimoualy adopted a resolution on the present situation *’8Urtiog 

decision till we meet" 
i«Wwam and sent the following reply 

Your caMe received after the Working Commit tee adopted unanimously a resolu* 
lion on the sitoation. In dMerence to your wishes, we will not relctae it for 
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w% met Hrnwum tibe CoognM pragitmM wiU eonlioM to 

«M no JbwMr Mmiii Mt nkm te Ctomter, at ita apeoial anae^, paaaod the 
loOowiBff raolotioii : In flow of the pie? ailing eireoinataDeea and ationg national- 
M aenttnMnt in aopport of the forthwimoe (fl ^ionai inteieau Ihk phaaBber 
is of opinion that the membere of the Chamber in particniar and Indian lne^ 
flhanta In seneral ahonld not plaoe oidem for foieign ^goo^ to aroid ani losa 
mnlUng from their inabilitj to market sneh goods. The, Motmd raaniion, 
nmttiiic the Committee’s atUtnde to float the geoerai bod? ’s wish to bofoott 
wni withdrawn as the eommittee agreed to stand by prermns leaolatioit of 
DOjeott of Isgislatnres pasied by the general body on May 26, last year; 

24lh. in Mo Ckamdpur hun$etor Mmrd&r Chao Bamkrishna Biswas was sentsneed 
to death and Kalipada Chakrabarty eentenoed to transportation lor life. One of 
the Oommusioners, Rai Bahadur N. K. Bose, eaJndgp Oalcntta High Court, 
diflbred and senteoeed both the aeeaaed to transportation lor life. He took into 
eoosideratlon the element of age which was considered by him u tender. Both 
the aoonsed were loand gnilty of |k>aaeseing etploaite aubatancei and nnlawfnl 
arms, bat no separata aentenees ways passed on those ooants. 

28lh. Bon on Conyreis WwHiig CommiUH im'Mratm : Me Fteeropt* etofrmenf 
Lord Irwin ordered the release of Mahatma Gandhi and other members of 
the Working Committee and cancelled the notification under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act declaring the Committee an unlawful association. The follow- 
ing is the text of Viceroy’s statement : ’In order to provide an opportunity Ibr 
. oonsidering the statement made by/^the Premier on Jan. 19. the QofernmenI in 
consultation with the local Qovenimenta have thought it right that the Members 
of the Working Committee of the All-India Oonness should have full liberty of 
discussing between themselves and with those who have acted as members of the 
eommittee since Jan. 1, 1990. In accordance with this decision and with this 
bb|^ ^ may be no legal bar to any meeting Huj may wiih 

to hold, the notifications deeiariag the committee to be unlawful association under 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act will be withdrawn by all local Governments 
and actions will be taken for the release of Mr. Gandhi and others who are now 
members of the Working Committee or who have acted as such since Jan. 1, 
1990. My Government will impose no conditions on those released because we 
feel that the best hDpe of restoration of peaceful conditions lies in diseussions 
being conducted by those concerned under terms of unconditional liberty. 
Our action has been taken in pursuanee of a sincere desire to assist the crea- 
tion of each peaceable conditions as would enable the Government to implement 
the undertaking given by the Premier that if civil quiet is proclaimed and as- 
sured the Government would not be backward in response. I am oootsnt to 
trust those who will be affected by our decision to act in the same spirit as las- 
piies it and I am confident that Cbey will recognise the importance m asjMfng 
lor these grave issues a calm and dispassionate examination.’ 

The release of the following persons was ordered pursuant to the Vioo- 
roy’s statement Mahatma Gandhil Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Seth Jamnalal 
Bajai, Mr. Siva Prasad Gupta, Mauiana Abul Kaiam Asad, Mr. Jalrimdas 
Doohdram, Sardar Sardnl Singh Gavesher, Mr. CL Rajagopalachari, Mr. Vallahh- 
bhai Patel Mr. X 11 Sen Gupta, Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Dr. Satyapal, Mr. Hana- 
mantha^Uo buialfi. Sirdar Manga! Singh. Lala Duniehand, Dr. Anaivi, ifr. 
Mathnradas THcumil, kaulana Mufrt Kif^atnIlab,|Mr. l^ed Abdulla Brdvl, Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta. Mr. Qovind Kant Malaviya, Mrs. Barojini Naida, Mrs! Ssu 
Gupta and Mrs. Bamala Nehru. 


Sflk Bid In BtguMurai A Bihar Government oommuniqne staled that a serious 
riot was npqrled from Bmaarai in north Mopghyr. A mob of ten thousand peP- 
sons attackad the p^ice after the arrests of the leaders in the ’’Indepeodenos 
Day" proeession. Sub-Divisiooal Ofltoer, two Sub-Inspectors and s(k ebne- 
tnklss foeeived aerions head ininries and twenty-six other poliee ofltoers and amn 
wmo also te iiM- .1^1 PO^toe opened firs and five rietmi were kUM and OM 
danpmalj k^uiil Seven iloten wms slii^tly injured. 



M xtiu annual SNumrjfB p8 jAvnAst— 

I»d*pmatitee Vat OtUbratio* i» CeieuUa : Lafki ekarpt ty JVtet x-Ont 
fifty penoQi were injured as a result of Jatbi cham in oonnectiou with the 
lodepwdence Day Celebration held at the Calcutta Maidan round the Oehterlony 
mon^ent. Prominent amon^t the injured were Sj. Subhas Gh. Bose, Mayor oi 
* Calcutta and Sj. Khitish ProM Chatterjee, Education officer of the Calcutta 
Corporation. About fifty ladies and some male folunteera were arrested. The 
ladies were subeequeotly released at about 8 F. M. from Lai Basar.— At about 
4.30 P. M. half>B«dozen ladies along with some of tender age hoisted the Nation* 
ii Flag at the Oehterlony Monument. The ladies were hardly interfered with 
whileue huge crowd that gathered round them at short and long radii were 
subjected to lathi charge by sergennts and dispersed. The original distributed 
crowd at the Ochierlony monument was sought to bo joined by two 

f rocessions, (1) the Mayor's procession and (2) the ladies' procession. 

he Mayor’s procession was ceremonial, officials of the Corporation, the clerks 
and orderlies gave him a send off from the Mayor’s room upto outside of the 
Oorporatioii Buildings. With a brief reception amidst garlandings and the blow- 
ii^ ol cODch-sheils at the Corporation Lawn the Mayor started amidst cries of 
“Bande Mataram" The Mayor^s procession was dispersed at the front of the 
Whiteways just on the fringe of the Maidan where the Mayor was wounded and 
arrested. Toe ladies’ procession in three batches wuo held up at about the Es- 
planade junction of the Tramways. One of the batches was arrested on the spot 
and led on the prison raos of which there were about a dozen. The other two 
batches who were joined subsequently by some volunteers were led along Central 
Avenue towards Bowbazar and arrested near IaI Bazar. The male volunteers 
accompanying them who grew bv the time to a uumber of about 150 were dis- 
persed by the Police netr Lai Bazar. 

27th. Qmgrett OrganinaUana Banned : - The Bengal War Council alternatively- 
termed the Bengal Council of Action and the Bengal Congress Council of Action, 
the Ntri Sstysgraha 8amiti, the Burrahazar Congress Committee and the Bengal 
Council of Oifil Disotiedience in the Presidency of Bengal were declared as 
unlawful associations.— Several houses in the Miduapore district were also 
declared w unlawful associations. 

8t, Svbhas Chandra Boae arrested while leading a procession to the Maidan 
in defiance of the Police Commissioner’s order in celebration of the *'lDdq>en- 
deooe Day” was found guilty by the Magistrate under section 147, 1. P. C. and 
•entenced to undergo six months’ rigorous imprisonment. He was also found 
guilty under the other sections but no separate sentence was passed. 

SOlh. Burma ordinance promulgated His Ezcellency the Viceroy promulgated 
Ordinance No. I of 1931 *‘rh6 Burma Criminal Jasw Amendment Ordinance”, 
applying to the whole of Burma. In the course of his statement Hia Excellency 
said It has been known to the Government for some years that there ia a 
terrorist party in Burma which is closely associated with tne terrorist movement 
in Bengal. There is also t-ood ground for belief that it ia privy to the rebellion 
in Tharrawaddy District, and that it was the iutentiou of those responsible for 
that rebellion to organise risings in different parts of Bnrma with a view to 
overthrow the Government as established by law. 1 am satiafled that the terro- 
riat movement in Burma is a menace to the peace of the Pfovinee and pending 
V the peaeage of local legialation, that it is necessary to take immediate action in 
iqgaid to it I have aoc^ingly promulgated an Ordiuanoe. The powen oonlsmd 
by thia O^manee mil U uaed only againat those in to whom there is 

ram to bslievs that Members of the TBRorist party in Burma, or an 

•sting in fnrthanuioe of the tertonst movement 


Fcbnuurjr. ISSl. 

CUtf EvMOi Awtjr of Pt. MotiU Ndm tt • 

Tb* BwMum Oovanaud Biot— The GandhKrwiA Peeoe TUke— Oooatoy* 
wide mmf mnoiieb to the Vloetoy to eommote the deeto eeataDoee 
oa-Bhaert Singh end otiian to one of tnuuDortetion for Kf. 
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lA SMuiry %mo Mic$ Oomdmi wrgtd MalMtna Gmidlii la a prai ttalem«ii 
Md Uie mcmbera of ihe Working Oommittae were unaninoiuily of the Ttew 
the mofemeot coaid oot be wiUidrawa or alaetoed onleM a tmoe waa deolar- 

j . movement like the one now going on eoaid not be atonped anddenlj 
and without a retaonable hope of final lettlement. After mentioning certain ind* 
denu Md urging an ab<9olutely impartial enquiry into the ohaqtea againat the 
police he Md: I do not aee bow it it poaeible to conduct ncgouatioaa lor 
peace with roprcuion fouling the atmoaphere hour after hour’. 

3rd. Sir Bari Singh Qonr’a Civil Marriage Bill rrjtcted by the Aaaembly. 

4lb. Hindu-MosUm Xiot in Rangoon Aa a leeult of Hiodo*Moa]em claah in 
lungooQ, 21 peraouB were injured, four were Moalcnia and the root Bindua, moatly 
Chetiyn. 

Stb. Poiiiical Prisoners^ Sugge»iicn to the Viceroy The debate in the Legialative 
AMemjily on the resoiutioii regarding political prMonon proved inconelueive and 
waa adjourned Mine die on the motion of Sir Hari Singh Oour. Tbia waa aaeribed 
to a deaire to avoid a division owing to the thiiineaa ^ the non-offieial ranka. 
Mr. Abdullah Uarooii proposed au amendment for the release of priaonera and 
withdrawal of the Ordinances after the Civil Disobidience Movement had been 
railed off. Sir Abdiir Rahim felt tlint the release of the rank and file waa nece- 
^ry when the leaders had lioeii set free. Sir Hugh Cocke on iu^atf of the 
European gnmp supported Mr. Haroon'a amendment and remarked that the 
Oovernment would make themselves the laughing stock of the world if they de- 
clared an amnesty before the Coiigrt'is agreed to the withdrawal of the civil dis- 
obedience movement. Sir Georgt! Kaiiiy, Loader of the Honae, said that the 
present resolution of the C'Ongreaa rather pointeil to the impression that tbs Oo- 
verninent was acting from weakness. While such an unjustifiable impreasion 
TOmaiiied, a scttlenient was impossible. Bltan Shnh Nawaa, while opposing Mr. 
Harooii’s amendment urged the Vi<‘eroT to summon Mahatma Gandhi and settle 
the matter. Matilavi Mtihammed Yak ib suggested a via media in ihe simnl- 
taiieous withdrawal of the civil disobedience movement and the grant of amncity 
and withdrawal of the repressive laws. 

6th. Pastifig away of Pi. NoHm :*-randit Motllal Nehru eipired at 6-40 a. m. at 
Lucknow, where he hod gone for X-ray treatment. In an esclusive statement to 
the “Liberty”, Gandhiji ssiid : “My p^isitioo is worse than a widow’s. By a 
faithful life, she can appropriate the m.srits of her husband. I can appropnate 
wpthing. What I have lost through Motilalji’s death it a loss for ever, 
of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide my«*if in Thee.”— Csientta citisens In their 
thoosands assembled at the Sraddhaiiaiida Park to pay their tributes to the 
memory of the great Pandit. No speeches were made. It was a solemn scene to 
witness the vast gathiring stand up and off.T their prayers to the Almighty for 
the peace of the departed soul.— Cud^w the auspices of the B. P. 8. A. a mam- 
moit meeting ot rbe students of Calcutta was held at the Albert Hall and a rcso- 
IntioD of condolence was adopted. Indian quarters of the city of Caicntta observed 
complete ^Hartal’. Schools, i.ollegcs aud shops were clos«»^ •nd all sorts of bnsl- 
nsss activities were completely stooped 

Ifass arrest in Ahmrdahad Over 900 oersens were arrested in Ahmedabod 
in conoeeitou with the auction oi country liquor shop#. The arrested persons in- 
elndsd ladies of the family of Sbefh Kaaiurobai Lalbbal and Sir Aionnbl^, 
|m^cQt mill ageota, but all of them were rdeused after the anciion sale woe 

R, T. C. DeUf/aue’ Manifesto The attainment by India of Dominion StatOi 
Si DO longer in dispute*, observed 20 ddegates who returned from the Bound 
Table Ooofereoce to-dsy. Thgr induoed tbe Mabarajss of Bikaner and Alwar. 
Mr. SaMri, Sir Td Bshidur dapru, Mr. Jayakar, Begum Sbab Nawas. Sir A. P. 
Patro and Sir Phirose Sethna. ilicy emphaaised that English opinion hod under- 
ipne a rsmarkable ebangc in India’s fovour. It bad been espliduy fcoognised tta 
tto task of foveroiog India ahould in fntnre be entmaicd to an lodliin oeentivo 
leaponaihle to the Indian legislature. On the queetiott of safeguards, the maaliiMh 
to said they would not affect the substance of the scheme which eoMit to tnm^ 
politiQal power into Indian hands. Thsy were only intended for tbs period d 
tnnmiion and wirs subjset to Inrther wareination. As fiqpsrdi law and oidir, the 




ilk 8p§akim9 al anniial amtrol mmiHng of the European Aeeoeiaiicn, Gbl- 
cam, the ictiriM PrMident. Mr. W. TS»?en itid he wented to make it jperfeetly 
elett that be dicT not iotend to withdraw for one momeDt from the poamon he 
took op io eritidain^ the ^^miatalM'* it their delegatee to the Roood Kbie Con* 
Mnoee. He wu quite certain that, in fotore, reaponeibilitr in the oentre in thie 
emtrj waa going to do enormooa harm to India and to tne European comma- 
ottj. 


lllk Oo9t, Dffeat in BemmU Council The Oofemment onffered the firet defeat of 
tlm emaion in the tegd I^alatife Oonnuil when by a majority of one rote a 
token grant moted by the uonhie Sir P. C. Mitter for eapenditnre daring the 
enrrant year on account of new jaila in the preaidency waa re{eeied. 

» fit ^ PreeiderUial addreie at the fifth annual meetit^ of the 
Mian Chamber of Oommeree, CalcutU, Mr. Kbaitan obaerred : **Ko conatitution 
which doea not guarantee a aubatantlal meaanre of economic control, anfflcient for 
^ earning out the programme of reforma indicated by Mahatma 

Cfendhih elcfen pointa, will be aocraubte to the Indian Mercantile Community. 

Congreaa co-operation would be practically im- 
without a Mmplete eeaaation of repreaaion, discbarge of political primeia 
and taatoration of the pre-repreaaion cooditioni.” » r 


The Benarm Communal Biot t^A eesj aeriooa communal riot occurred at 
Banaiea aa a Mud to the ahooting of a Mualim foreign cloth<^ealer on the 

B ifioua night. Whm the funeral prooeaaion of the dec«ued Mualim waa 
eg taken out on thia day. the ciowa following the proceaaion looted Hindu 
ab^ on the way and uUmM Hindu ahop-keepera and otbera whom they came 
neroaa on the road. A Hindu Mukhtar. uno waa going in hie car, wu alao 
acfaral j baaM. A few periona were thua aeverely wounded and Hindu ahopa in 
aafum loealltiu were loot^ After thia there were atray ucaulta by each Sm- 
mnnity on peraona balcmging to the other throngifoat the night On the 12th. 

•• ^ • Mualim boy of about 12 yearn 

Armed PoUoe were called out to 
patrol dg. On the im, atray aaaaolte and attackn on lonely paaaen-by 
eontinoed. When the Moalima had congregated in the Oyanbimi moaque to aay 
•!•? cpl>®cted in the fidnity. Tli p^oe iSiaed then 
?? crowd with ^ tl»ut one or two peraona were killed. 
Bpondie at^to howew continued The police ai^ military guarded important 

poa^ delifery and no newapapera woe^ 


mrelled to liOOO by all aorta of people i 
ft wu ehuM hf the poKcemu who c 


It wu ehai 
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nun^ Victona Park where the proceadon 
indudfog boolii^ joining it, it wualk^ 
mmm in two forrfea from an oppuite diru- 


Idifek ^eA oiueg ai Hru nek > — At Broadi dgorona pirating wu onanlaad whu 
eoni my liqu oc ihopa were anetjoned. The noBu 

and aiieated a taiga number of picked meTwomu MdelSdu^ 


>-l[tahataMi Gandhi’a talka with Lord Ihrin 
diiy tailed for fonr honu. T he, way . tor the interdew had bSr n 
tha undona du*a teNUfiaw wiA tha Vttfwmv wks^k u* & 


ttroffiSTron^ 


^ interdew bed ben pneed hf 


'WiBnrASt] CHBOmOLB OF BVrailB 

•ad OaiidbV to iMoeeid oo a oMda mUoilaaiy wdmtttidioa ol 

fcy yh otWa mat of ?fov. Xha talk waa eoDtioasd the aesl day bat It im 
ahM. Tbm both aaraad to aaapaad the talk lor aoBMtiiaa ao that the Vkaroy 
iM^ooBBiilt the PkOBiiar aad the teiataij of 8tat^ and Qaadhyi* the OoaiNaa 


AflMioy m Bomkam Maaa piakatiiiit by aboat 600 aiaa 
Dwhaofikaa waa morted to at the Oollaecor*a o0loe:ia Bombay with a flaw to 
peofODt eoaotiy liquor ahop Ueeaaeea aabmittliiy thdr taadara.for the aaw yoar« 

18lk IVoMiitoii tai^oliff of Pr ii cmn Aboat twohaodred ladiaa. haadod by Ifta. 
Mdtra, Uiok oat a piooeoaion to co la froot ol the Ooaoeil Ohamber in Laekaow 
and to ^^monatiato to the menben aaaintt the allm^ iil-troatmant of **Cr' 
Clam i^itiml priaooera in the new )ail at Ln^oow. wlien t^ proeeeaion leaeh- 
ad tte Jaamm of Hewett and Abbot Boada, a ei^on of polioe, armed with 
rmnUdion lathie, atopped them lor aboot two honia till the negotlaliona between 
Ilia Opfernment aad OongfoMnien were Ofer. A aettloMt waa at laat leabhad 
titat the prooeMionitta ahoald not make a halt in front of the Oonnoil Hoaee lor 
demonetrition nor enter the Oonnoil, bat ahoald paaa along and ratam fay the 
aame way. Aeeording to the nodertaking, the proeeaaioniato peaeefkily paaaed 
^g the Craneil Chamber ainging aonga and ahoatbg “Ooonou Anna Baiam 
hai,’’^and other alogana and retomctL 

19^ Oaodhi-Irwin Tatki Mahatma Gandhi waa anddenly ealled to the **V!oargf*a 
Honae” on thia day and had half an hoar’a talk with the Vieeray. nia 
Mahatma on hia return from the **Vloeroy*a Hoaaa^’* dro?e atraiidit to Mr. Blria*f 
hoaae where he met Pandit Malatiya and the oommaroial magnataa who had 
oome to Delhi, and held a brief aiacnaaioa with them. Soon after Mahataaqil 
letarned to Dr. Anaari'a place, and hold oonanlutiona with Pandit Jawahariidj 
Sirdar Vallabhbhai Patel. Mr. O. Rajagopalehari, Dr. Pbttahhi Sitharamayyo and 
Mr. J^nahil Bapi]. The following oommnniqoe waa iaaoed from the Vina* 
rwa Hoaae on the aabieet:—*Hja l&oellency the Viceroy granteu a farther hi- 
tmew to Mr. Omidhi to-day. It ia anderafixKi that farioua maitere emmying 
from the diacuaaiona are now nnder examination and H ia poaaible that aome 
daya may elapae before a farther ataga of diaeaaaiona ia leoeliad.* 

Itnd. a Jimtiog ofjho AU^Iwiia JiuoUm Ltagos Mahatma Qaaihi 

oaid :«-Brathren, I am a Baoia, and there ia no linnt to my greed. It hae 
^waya been my dream and heart’a deatre to apeak not only lor 21 erorea, hoi 
for toe thirty erorea of India. My heart ia howerer condowt that God wfil grant 
me that poaition when ] may apeak for the whole of India ; and if 1 may naff 
to die atriYing for that ideal, I aball aehiefe the_peaoe of my heart. I do not 
know what will be the reanlt of my talka with EU E. the Vioeroy. Bat if Oid 
wtahea the Oongreaa to participate in the Obnfereoee and if there le a eetttomant 
between the Goreroment and the Oongrem, the qaeation of HInda Moelcm nnity 
wlU be one which will engage our drat attention.” 

24ih. Oandhi-Ma Tatho The Vieeioy anmmoocd to-day eiflit Boaod Ihblo 
Ooofmnoe ddegatea now in Delhi, namdy. Sir T. B. Bim, Mr. SaatH. Sir & 
N. Miitra, »r Abal Oaf am, Sir Oowatdi Jehangir, Meaara. Jadbaf , Ghoanafl and 
Jayakar and czpiaioea to them the purport of the GandU talka and the Ibtiife 
^e of ao^.~Tbe Gongw Working Committee paaaed a itaolntlon jlifiag 
Mahatma Gandhi nnfatterd authority to eoneinde a aettlement with the yb&m 
who waa ezpeeted to aammon Mahatma Gandhi ahortly to leanme the talka. 

28lh. PMic Caleu tt a tmdar Sir P. C. Bag adopted a leaolntlon vigint 

amMy to political pnaonera of all ahadea and eommatation .of deiA ftmttaw 
with a Tiew to creating a proper aad peaeefni atmoaphenb 


„ .’dtrotio at Surat and Broadk Aboot 100 i 
Maidaa, barm aa a emel to an attempt made by the local < 
a dag ealntation.— At Broach a piooeoaion orgaoMod in conn 


IHB AMirtTAL BBCtlSTra Vf wamun- 


ntL a$Klkaiimri$mafMfaamwiAa.LJ>-^U tteMniiBKAIUMMp^ 
««• alMMd at Ike eoud ot «hoto in Alfred Pwk. Thm «m a tmlar fnai^ 
«f MleH bit«N« tha C. L O. and mbm eriminal raep|^ whom peliea had 
brnn inching. A anadal cnparinMndant of a 1. D. poHee waa bAind one — 
And A mptei behind esotber. Shote were exchait^ to Deerlj 
ftom e dieteaee of ebont 80 sr«rde. Hie beille end^ one 


honr 


, hell 

ftom e dieUMKie of ebont 80 y erde. me n^ie eno^ ^ eMpewe 

iall down deed. The deoeiM wee eeki lo be Gbnnder fiekber And, wbo wee 
vnated lor eonw oUeiEed MliUenl offeneee. Mr. Nott-Bower nd inepeetor 
eher Sioitb of (be 0. I. D. were w<randedg bnt not eenonelj. It eppewre that 
Donltioo on both eidee wee eibeneted end the police cot e tnpply, bat tM 
I ren out end eonid not oontinue the ficht. Another etorj wee tbnl the 
‘ finding hk emmaoition echeaeted oomaitted enicide. 


fiilh. BndM in tin iceeoiMp Sir Oeorce Schneter. preeented the bndffrt for 
1031-38 in the Aeeemblf to-dey; His ep^oeh ehowed that the traneactione in 1030-31, 
neording to the rnrieed eeiimete, would reenlt finall.? in a deficit of 13*66 crores 
ee egainet the antieipatod wnrplue in the budcet of 86 lekhe. In 1931-31 the gap 
between refenne and espeodttnre waa propoaed to be concerted into a anrpiiia of 
8l iakha, by inpoatng eielr taxea. The military expenditure was to be cot bf 1.75 
eroree and anndry economiee effected in cixil expenditure. To aroid deficit, the 
Fkianee Member propoeed to incretce cuatome dutiee on liquore* epioee, engar 
nod eiifer and to increnee tax on higher incomes. 

Jfer^ Memoriai to Vtooroy re, Bhagai Singh A largely attended public 
eneting waa held at Axad Maiden, Bombay, at which a number ot apmikeri 
eopponed the propoaed idea of sending a memorial to the Viceroy with a mona- 
ter petition tigtiea by oxer two lakba of citixcns requesting fiie Exoellenr^ to 
nee Ikie prerogatixe and commute the death aeniencea paused on Bbagat Singh, 
Bhfenni and Sukbdex, to one of transportation for life.— At a meeting at Ahmed- 
ab4 n rmolation wee paued urging the Oovernment not only to change ita 
ottltnde towards political prisoneni, bnt to commute the death aenteneee pasted 
00 Bhngat Singh, Bajgura and Snkhdex. in order to strike confidence in Indians 
(hal Britain dsalied tEs political prpgrcM of India. 


March 1931* 

Chief Ewaiiti Tbo GnndhMrwin Afireement : Cefisation of hootiiitiei 
*^Rod Flag Uoioo’a and Red Shirts^ hostile greetiogn to the MohatiDO— 
Kxaeotion of Bhagat Singh, Rajgoni and Sakbdev : NatiooaKat *"wolk 
oot*^ in Aoneably in protest— The Cawnpore Biota : Mr. Vidyaithi^a 
tragie end— The Eniiohi Cppgreaa : Coogreae particiiNitioo in Bound 
Iwe CcMifereiiee. 
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CBBOmCLBOF EVENTS 

ooafietMl of non>Tiolwit oSmom in conneetion with eifil diMbnffimei^ wHhdnwd 
of OidtiUMioil, miormtion of oonfiacAted, forfeited or atteobed propertiei eieepi 
in oeruiii eireametaocee, aod adminietrative eonooMioa to make aut in certain 
nreae. Aa roKarda coaetitucionat queatioiiih. federation, Indian raaponaibitity and 
leaorfatioua or aafegaarda in the mtcreau of India for auoh mattera aa, for 
inatanoe, defance. external affaira, tba poaiiion of minorities, the flnaneiat omit 
of India and the diaobarge of obligations, are 6<*s6niial parts of the R. 0« 
eoheme to be farther dtecnssed. The Congress Workitif^ Conunittee pMied a 
lesoiuttoo endorsing the terms of the agreement and laaned instruetiona to 
all Gongraaa eommitteea to take iinmtHiiate aeiion in aoeordanea with them. The 
Ooromittee opined that on a siTiot fufdiinisut of ohligatioiia undertaken on »Mit» 
of * the Oongreaa, would depend the advance of India towards Pnma 
Swantf. 

Mn Ordimaneis RepeaUd :^A Gasette of India Extraordinary iaauad an Ordinanoa 
which repealed the Unlawful Association Ordinance of 1930, tha Indian Presaand 
Unanthorised Newt t^heeta and Newspaper Ordinance of 19d0t and the Unlawful 
luatigatioD (tfocoud) Ordinance of IddO. 

7thw The fieogal Oovernmont withdrew with from this day DOtiBeatkma 

declaring various Ooogress Committees in Bengal unlawful. 

9th. Bengal Studenti^ Co.if€renee :--Mr. J. M. Sen Giipta in hia addraaa to the 
conference reminded students that if they could strengthen their own national 
organisation and develop an atmosphere of non-violence it would be possible for 
Mr. Gandhi to have even ‘‘violent** prisoners released in the course of a few days 
or weeks. As regards safeguards Mr. Sen Gupta said that the Congress did not 
and would not want reservatton with regard to the Army and Finance and that 
any such demand would not be maintained. 

1 llh. A atrong pUa for communal atnitg was made by Mrs. Sar^lnl Naldn fo a 
gathering of young students at the Araiiie Colleg>\ New Delhi. Referring 
to the Moslem cry for safeguards, Mrs. Natdii aaid it showed that Muasalmaua 
were weak and aiiraid of other commnntiica. This was an entirely erroneous id^ 
Mustalmana, with their culture and traditions, courage at.d virility, 
never be weak. They should always strive to roMO India aooaomteaUy 
independeDt. 

12th. Iha Mahatma on Truce terms :-*Bfahatma Gandhi addressing a largely attend^ 
public meeting at Borsad explained the truce terms, and said he had called tbie 
fight the final battle of his life. It was not yet fought to a finish. They could 
not aak for reparatton. If they did ao, the Government would not 
Ooverument derived taxes from tba poor, aod it would pay 

Sir F, Sgkm addrusing the Bombay Chamber of Commerce expressed his 
sympathy with tha members io respect of the difficult trading conditions. He pro- 
ceedM ; A settlemeat had been efTeeted, and if H was to have a raaaooable chMse 
of proving aatisfoetoiy, the first esseutiai was that both aidae should tel by-goaas 
be hy-gonas. 

lHh. Another Bnrma Ordinanoe H. E. the Viceroy promulgated the Rnrmn 
Bdbaliioo (Trials) Ordinance. “The Ordinance empowers the local Oovernmeot to 
appoint for any area to which the Ordinance extends, a special tribunal or tri- 
booala. An appeal will lie.to the High C^art in case of all aentenoea of Impri- 
soaoMDt which do not exceed five year: 

Idllk AdAmeomg % targe pMie meeting ct Karadi Mahatma Gandhi said be was 
gW thaw eottttnaad their work, and made Gnirat known to the world after hla 
nnaat. Now they should apply themselves to the work that was to be prosecuted. 
Ptoeeadingp Mahatma Qaodm said now they had not to piaetise Civil Diaobadience 
oi kwB, hot to do eonatroctive work. 

1%S Viceroy on Ihice Ibrme Speaking at the Btale banquet nt Jaipur, 
tha Vieoicj aaid . **It baa seemed not many weeks ago that that work wonld 
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haf« to be imnued in an atiDu»poere ofeidlarged with nneert^ntj ^ mirtrnat 
1 am hapof to think that thoM roiata Imve to a gnat extent been diaDdled. I 
beliefe tUit if the apirit, which inapired my recent eonveraationa with Mr. Gant 
dhi can be maintained thranghont the fntnn oonatitatkNial dieenaaiona. It oi^- 
not to be Impoaaible to eat the aeal open a aeenn and dorabie ondaretaoding 
betwoen India and Gnat Britain. We met with the ainfde pnrpon, if it mMit 
be hooonrably aceompliabed, of re-eataUiahing peace in India. I am eonfident 
that he will do areiytliing in hie power to gite etbet to thoee nndertaklngi, 
wbi^ an recorded in the pnbliahM etatement**. 


I pnbliahM atatement**, 


Idih. M P7epf’ hoiiUe ormiing to Makaima Diaorderiy aeeoea mamd the pro- 
eeedinga of a mammoth meeting in the mill ana In Bombay which Mahatma Gandhi 
addnned. Long belon the adr#irtiaed time for the meetiog, about 50 memban 
of the Brd Flag Union (Qirni Camgar Union) made a hoatile demonatration. 
Mr. Nariman inio preaided called upon Mr. Banadire^ Bed Flag Union leader, 
to addnaa the meeting. Mr. Banadite vehemently attacked the Oongnaa and Mr. 
Gandhi and aaid that they had betrayed the workera eapecially aa they had failed 
to effect the rdeaae of Meernt priaonen. Mr. Gandhi who waa unmoved by the 
interrnpiiona. addreaaed the merang and aaid that he had never betrayed the 
workera in hia life and he would never do ao in fntnre. He added that he had 
been working f6r the uplift of the workera even before the preaent labour leaderc 
and communiata were bom. Alluding to the oueation of the non-releaae of Meerut 
priaonera, Mahatma Gandhi aaid that he would like the rdeaae of all political pfiaonera 
but ho waa torn he oould not make that a eondition. He however aaanved the 
workera that he would not reat content till all political priaonen were 


SM. JBatmrtieu of Lohoro Brioonoro Bbaj^t Blnnh’a merey petition to H. E. the 
Viceroy havkijr been rejected, hie father Biahen Singh, Baignru’a mother and the 
fdationa of Smdev were intimated by the jail authoiitiea to interview them for 
the laat time in jail on thia Tb^ were hanged at night and their 

bodiea were cremated according to Sikh and Hindu riiea on the banka of the 
Botlei river and the remaina thrown into the river. ^Lahore obaer v ed a complete 
hnrtd. Bombay and Madru alao obaerved hartal. In Oalcutta, inteoae ezeite- 
aaent prevailed and armed flying aquada patrolled the city. 

Rifloeiim on Chotr’a Uondkef Scenea of excitement bhaxacteriaed the 
eaaalon of the Aaaembly and the oocaaion waa provided by Mr. Sabanra remarka, 
on the previona day, regarding the Ghair’a conduct. The Prealdent demanded that 
Mr. Sahani ahould nak lor expongiog thoae ramnrka. In apite of tke whole honae 
demanding the withdrawal of the remarka, Mr, Sahani maintained that hie etate- 
ment waa net frivoloni but added that he waa prepared to apologiae lor the pein 
ecnaed to the Ohair and tha Honae. Then the LMuler of the Houee moved thnt 
the lapoft of the oUeetioonUe noMurka be expunged from the piocaedinga. The 
motion Win put nod enniad. 

Mh. NelianeltM ^ WM onf”.— Soon after queetion-time in the Aiiembly, Dewan 
Bahadur T. Bangaehariar, leader of the NationaliBt Party, made a atatement eon- 
damniog tha action of the Government in having carried out the aentcoce of 
death paaaad on Bhagnt Singh, Rnkhdev and Belgnm. the previona evening. He 
enid thel the Government bed floated pubiie opinioii and thereby had invited 
aeriona tronble to thaamelvda. Almr the atatement. the Nationaliat membera walked 
out in a body. Thine IndependanU followed them. Mr Abdnr Bahim and Sir 
Oewa^i JahaiM^ kH the Aaaembly hall later, when the Aaaemhiy proceeded wHh 
BDital lutM WiSiin a few minuiea tha PtaaMant adjourned the e^g for the 


JNbli fn Ciiaq peru,— Bleti hroke out in Oawnpore on thii dgy. Inemidi- 
eriem. hnrhnrone nmeulte on women, deiibmale meemete of ehildfun nnd every 
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inolodiog women end efaUdren. His bodj wu ideotiied on Uie 27Ui. end ( unns* 
led. About lO^QOO persons attended the fnncrsi. 

28lk JM^Absrfi’ Asti/s to Mahaima "Bed 8birts*\ bisek daps and 

abonti of **Leadm. Oo fiaok** a^ **l>^n with ibe I^oe** greeiS 
Gan^i as be alUmled at llalir tbirteen miles oil Karaebi, on tbn d». 
As Oan^iji with Bardar Pat^ Pa^it Jawsbarltl, Pandit Malaelfa and Dr. 
Anaari drore to bis eamp tbe **Bed Shirts* followed in a lorry with black flsn 
flying and pendsted in bobtile demonstrations demanding “We want tbe 
mnrnerar of Bhagat Singh*’, apparentlv referring to Oandbiii. until they were 
taken ehaige of by Pundit Jawabaria! ^cmrn who conferred with them. Ibese 
hostile gre^ngs boweter were drowned b^ tbe enthnsiatio eheering all along the 
lonte M also In the Oongrem Oronnds where eiowds bcscdged Gandbiji’s tent till 
late in tbe afternoon. 

Ntw lneam§-tax IVqpotafe : Tfesrow Finane$ JK//:— When tbe 

Assembly met on ibis day Dewan Bahadur T. Bangaehariar mored an 
amendment lor statns quo in regard to the h eel of income-iaz and super«tax. 
It was lost by 69 rotes against S6. Then Sir Coweeji Jehangir brought amend- 
meou to reduce Income-tax and 8nper4ax rates. The aaseudai^ lor leduetion 
in lneomo>tax rate was carried while the other to reduce super-tax was mgatifed. 
When the Assembly met tbe next day tbe President communicated the Governor- 
Oeiieral’s message urging the Assembly to ac>cept an amendment which would 
make a reduction of one crore oaly. Sir George Behuster then mored nn amend- 
ment to the income-tax schedule which kept unaltered the rates proposed in the 
Bill lor incomes of Rs. 16,000 and upwards and gave relief to the lower grades. 
As the Assembly refused to pass tbe Ftnahee Bill in tbe reremmended form, 
the Vioeroy eerufled it. 

Sflb. Lord hmm*$ Wamimp to Dto^Bord§ : Bpeaking at the fturewell banquet gi?cn 
by the Cbdmslofd Club, Lord Irwin said that there werethose in England who said 
iet us hare Arm Oovenimeiit and get back rapidly to the good old days td paternal 
administration with populons markeu reserfed for British Cmde.* liiis diagnosis, 
be said, was superficial, dtatorted and wholly divorced from the reality of the 
Indiao aituation. No Eugliahman can, wiinout being false to his own polilieal 
bieiory, nnd in recent ycara to bia own piedgea, take objection to pnranH by 
oibcn of their own political liberty. He oontioued : *T would repeat what 1 bavo 
aaid more than once that an attempt to nwet tbe case with rigid and nuylelding 
oppoaitioo ia merdy to repeat tbe uiiiateiiigeDt miatake of Eiag Ouuta.’* BncE 
an attitude, he laid, would deatioy any hope of xataining a oonteuted India within 
the Empire. 

27lb. Mr. Smbook Boas’e Addrmo of tk» Nmojawmn CooforooM In the. NnnJnwnn 
Conlerenee nt Karaebi Mr. Bobaab Cbandfa Boae, ia bia preakleatial addicsa, rdfer- 
riag to Bbagat Biogb’a cxeeulioo aaked of what nae tbe truce terms were if tha 
li?es of auch beroca could not be anved. Beferring to tbe Oandbi-lrwio paet, bf 
anid tbnt it wna highly noutiefutoiy and diaappmoiing. Tbe poliee enquiry, bn 
said, ahonld not bnee been gifen npb Picketing aneoiding to the tmee tenna waa 
impoeaible to carry on and would be IsMt productive, in bis opinion. In ooocin- 
iioo be nppealed to tbe audience lor organisntion of pcaeantp nnd workers nnd 
plsaded lor the nboUtion of cssto system. 

Iflib. The Keiwchi Congrim The 46tb emelon of the Indian Kntioosl Oongress 
neiembled at Knnehi oo thie dqr in na open nir stndinm. There were no less 
than 4OB0O visitors. Pmietnally at 6 f. M. Mr. Vallahbbhai Patel, tbe PKaident» 
arrived followed by a p r ocesa i on of volnoleert. In the piooeasioo were Gnndbiji, Mr. 
Bnbhne Boee nnd lOan Abdni Gaflbr Kbna (Frontier). Tbe Piceident nod Gan- 
dbyi were greeted with n cremcodons ovation. Mr. Valinbbbbni dattvsrid bit pre- 
•idootinl nddrees, niter tbo weleome addiesa by tbe Chairman of the Bscep&on 




32 IBE ANNUAL fifiOISTEE 

tiMM woidi HfthfltiDA Oftndhi •opported the MolatioD mond Iqr Fluidit Jnwiiir- 
l«l Nehni endortiiig the Gaodhi-Irwtii pact in the open semioii of the OoDgreee 
OD thia dev. The reiolution waa carried by an oaerwhelmiog majoritj. Qandhiji 
left that there waa nothing in the aettlement of which either he or the mem- 
hera of the Working Committee ooold be aahamed of. The lerma of the tmce 
were perfectly hononrable. 

Slit. P^OMant* Party Confenim The Third AIMndta Worken* and FeaaanU* 
Party Conference waa held at Karachi with Comrade Daawandha Ninid^ In the 
chair, when a number of reaototiona were adopted. One reaolution reiterated the 
goal of the party aa the eatabliahment of a proletariat dietatorabip in India. The 
aecood reaolation denounced the Oongreaf for ita connter-rerolntionary and pro- 
impcrialiat propaganda. The third resolution condemned the Oandhi-irwlo agree- 
ment ee e deliberate betrayal of the Indian atru^le for complete independence. 
The conference also demanded the aaaeaament oiTand rerenue on the Income-tax 
haaia. Three more resolutiona condemned Qandhiji for hie **pro-bonrgeotee acti- 
fities.^* 

Swaraj eaplained to Me Masae$ : UeelaraUon of Fundamental Rights 
After hcatM debate eitendiiig over many hours the anbjecta committee of the 
Congress adopted a resolution, prepared by Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Jawharlal 
Nehru and rrarafted in the select coraniittee of the subjects committee, '*explain- 
iog to the masses what tiwaraj means.*’ The resolution prorided among other 
things for living wage for industrial workers, free primary education, adult 
autfrage, aboiitioo of the salt duty, a prog^'BFive income-tax on agricnlturtl 
income, reductioo of military cxp«‘nditure by one-half of the present scale, reduc- 
tion iu civil servants* salarif s, substantial reduction of land revennea and agicnl- 
tural rent and control by the 6tate of key industries and mineral reaourrea. 
In introducing the resolution to the subjccM committee Mahatma said ‘*We 
need not be afraid that the resolution might be the subject of complaint by the 
British people. We must be plain and frank and tell the world wnat exactly we 
want and tell the peasants what the Congresa delegation to the Round Table 
Conference would strive for.” Referring to the reduction of talar iea he said 
India could not afford to pay salaries on the present scale. 


April 1931. 

CUaf Eveiitf Motlem animoaity to Congreas and civil war 
threat and talk of revenge in the All India Moslem Conference^Tbe 
Mocltm NatiooalieU* Conference : Separatist movement a negation of 
Nationalism : Sir All Imam on new political orientation*— The central 
Dikh Leagne : The Sikhs' Demands— District Magistrate of Midnapur 
shot at— Curfew order in Chittagong : Onmibos aearehea ana arfeata 
throogh«#«:t 

tW. The Mahatma on Comamnat ProUam : Addreaaing the aaoiial eeac to n ol the 
Jattietul-Ulema-i-Hind, Gandhiji eoodemned the communal riou *a Agra, Oawn- 
pore, etc., and aaid that if one learot toleratloD eneb rlota would beeoBM impoaM- 
Dilitiec. lie appealed to the learned tbeologiana of Islam to eradicate the pedsoa 
v<! eommnnalleai from Xussalmane and teach them the doctrinca of mntual good- 
wiP and totfirclloa. Gandhiji cor*iiioed that Hindo-Motlcm unity ak»e conld 
arhifTe Sfmn) ht India and he waa convinred that unleea that problea war 
anltad, it weald ha uselaa to go to tha Bound-Tahlt Oootecaoai 
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Slfc. AUaek on Coflf#wt and OivU War ihrtat « Wl* ^ 

Canfertnee :-A fcood deal of heat and a tpirit of revenge on the Hlndue owing 
to communal riot* were eihibited in iho ajM^vhea diJivei^ at the ipecwl aeMioii 
of the AU-Iodia Mualim Conlenence at I>«hi with Mr. ^aukat Ah in the chair. 
A reeoiiitioii deptorioK the leeent note declared the oouviotton of the OonferenM 
that the Oongrvea had “caat off ita ahem iion-vlol«ii<*e in Ite dealing betwM the 
communitiee end the contiuuauee of thia atiitude id the majority would lead to 
a Civil War.” Ur. Shaukat Ali while deprecating heat aaid that ”wl^cr the 
Mualiius felt forced to fight they muat not lay haiide on women, children, did 
men or templea.” 


6th. Forfign JUfaiitttn: Ordinance .—II. hi the Viceroy and Governor-Oeneral 
proinuigated the Purcigu lielaiioiia Ordinance of l931, which ran **WhMver 
lunkea, publiahea or cirenUtea any atatcmeiti, rii!n<nir or report with inteut to 
promote or which ia hkcly to promote, or whereof the making, publiahing w cir- 
culaiing. ia likely t*» proiiiotc, iinfrienuly relatione lictwecn Hia Majealy a Ootem- 
meut and the Oovernmciit of any foreign Stale, ehall bo pumaMblo Witn inipr*- 
eounient which may extend to two ycaw or with fine or with botiL 


7lh. Britith JVw# on Moshm CoMfrreiirc RrmlulioH* fhc All-tiidi. Mwlci.j 
i'onfcrencc reaolutiona puiiiid and aeUiniahe*! Itiii iah aupportora of I udiar national 
aapiratioiia. who hoiu-i! ilnit Mahatma Claiidhiji’a giiieroua adyanciw would diaanii 
communal hostility tiinl fuciiiiatc unity. The l>>^arda exploilid the MahomeUan 
iiiiiiuoaiiy aa pniviii;* liiilia'a titifiineaa for aelf-nile and India a fritiiua reaiiacii 
that the MosUtn>i' iiuplae.iiile atiitude eo aggrcsaively maintained woimi 
delay the realimitioii of the goal.— “The News Chronicle” said that jhe J*!*****'*'* 
created bv oomiiiiiiial aniagoiiiHin was very acrioua and niuat be fatal to the nope 
of 11 rearacttlciucfit. Init wurmd the iniarhief-niakcra, who dreamt eiullaritly that 
by exploiting the lUltcn in ca iln y could rcatoro the old order, that they were woe* 
fully decciviM riic Tcl. MapU a.iid that Imt for the police and troupa under 
Britiah control India would have hmi in auHrcliy lu**K since and tliia 
would happen on the removal of that control in dcfcreiu'c to lAOigi-iia 
IKililieiana. 

A L V. ami Imh'i .- I bo nltitwlo of ibo Imti | 4 iid> lit l-iilK)ur PmI> 
the problem of India waa tuHid iit the Tarty 1,. ml* rente at Siail>*.»rougb by Mi. 
.rHiuthhall, who jmt-imJ Mr. Macibmald of ’grt»vtl!o»g in dual m the graven 
image of British Impcridlionr — Mr. Kcinitr Brock way an id that (loyniiineni »iiio 
Tarliaimnt uiusi ,-o much furthir tha«i tiny wcni ni th*' Kouiio Jui'ln tonier- 
cnee but he donloid ui'cally whether Taiiiamvni wtuild go aullicicuily tar to mwi 
India's dciiiaiid'*. ru.’ <\nitNit‘Mcc adop* .1 i« icMilniiori suppurtiiiu the ucioafl 
for amiuKiy for nii jsi'Imii pii^onvrf and lull self C»uvi rnnicnl of liidui. 


Indian tV/.i//. V/.-' : Mahulinii (iamlhi opcinil in the old Asaembly 

Chamber the I'. n!!:; fiu*‘!, 5 ,^ <»! ib** I'V.lcralioii of Indinti t 'humoi i** »>i I omun tee 
and Jndiistrv. Ilf i .ill .lod the gaibi - m r* lull w.lli .i d^^lillt^ninh<'(i gaibeinig. 
Among the ’ >ir li.^rgc '• hu -ter. Sir B. 

luihinitot.lah, >1 V.* llKit.n.v Uuker. .-o » :iink .V-y c Mr. JA oodli* »uJ hir I . 

Viiayaraghiivin h.ir.iir Mr. \ alhibUbhai Taid. Ti;;*!.* law harUl .Nciiru and landfi 
M’.daviya. In tii*. v /Ui*e of In’* addrt-si*. M ihaun.i ■ .dJ’i rif 'rpJtl to Ihn Hcrvuvs 
bv merehaiii?* tor the f'livus*. and »ipiH:t!i*d U* *'.c coiunKr. iil cl., his to make 
further aacriticti. and imus such strength to i!i“ eouiilry tu t! i'. moV' nic»ii 
h>r Swaraj will btn'oit: * ores 


Midnautire ' ‘r.t uf :ur. .?uin.;s I'c’^ t Histriet 

M;tgtstrutc, Miil i.i}'.’:-; vri.- liirn d to | .ran lio n n .ol in v: i \ i. i- »» ii l ie 
evtuing vinited th .Ui ; *; cibimtc ii n. ih-* .'jcliMo! i ' ■’ ‘ 

c i'icn he was .*1 • . :*• exhini'. y.i ih;'» U'k h ha'.'i. 

two his arms und »• n- pc : .'i .1 ai>do,n* u. On r. *. o i » l.o-p la! he • perat^l 
iji.’U. Ilia conun. o ' ,. t •• '. .us ih- n.;Xl in li.O'.* m d ht* ivpU ‘i ’ll ths 

fvnirig of h’h 


Sib. Ihe Cenfrul . •/* ■ ' i/tWia.-rifj • - i / - '(is n - ^ ' ‘ • 

Liwgue hi id Its .VciiiMar under the j i* >tp ■ < » 
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who in hit tddfett, referred to the qnettion of Sikh rifi^ti^ tejiiig 
that the Bikht were oppoted to eommoiitl repreecntaikm or cMtiifr 
Mij eonmiiiiitl mmiority. He rwtmted the 17 danandt of the Bikht 
which oppoted commootl repreteoUtion. In cate eoaiiiiiiDal l epi eee n ta- 
tkm wet ictained, Bikht wanted 30 per cent repreaentation in the Panjab Cbaneil 
and Berfieet, 5 piw cent in the Central I^egialatore. one Sikh Minitter in the 
Oenlval Cabinet, and adeqnate representation in the Army and on the Army 
Oonneil. In cate no agreement wat reached it wat anggested that the boandariet 
of the Pnnjab be alterra by tranaferring the predominantly Mahomedan diatriett 
to the Frontier Profince, with joint electorates in the new Prorinee. If this too 
waa not agreeable, (he Punjab should be administered by the new Central Oofem- 
meot till ue communal taogle was settled. 

181b. Lord Will^don Asoumet Vieeroyaltv i^Lord Irwin* $ Farewell Sfieeeh :~Lord 
Irwin bade adieu to India and Lord Willingdon assumed charge of the Viceroy alty 
amidst tbe boom of guns. At the Gateway of India Lord Irwin was presented 
with a farewell address by the Bombay Corporation. Referring to the constitu- 
tional settlement between India and Britain Lord Irwin, in course of his reply to 
the addrett, said only way of achieving the end is by a synthesis of the 

best atatetmanship of the East and West, by the collaboration of the two part- 
ners working aide by tide, not in any huckstering spirit at to who would get the 
bmt of a bad bargain, not with a view to this or that individual, or this or that 
community gaining advantage or victory over a rival, but with the sole purp^ 
of creating and perpetuating a prosperous, strong, contented India, embracing 
both Britiah India and the Htates as an honoured member of the British Common- 
wealth of Nations. Lord Irwin wished that in thought and faith, in word and 
wiadom, in deed and courage, in life and serviee India might be ffeot. 

The Muelime* Demand : Sir Ah hnam on Neir Political Orientation 
Prealding over the Nationalist Muslims' Conference at Lucknow Sir Ali Imam 
■ticaaed on tbe necessity of Joint Electorate as, in bis opinion, Separate Electorate 
was not only a negation of Indian Nationalism but also positively harmful to the 
Muilima thOTeelves. Proceeding Sir Ali Imam said that Nationalism could never 
evolve from division and dissensions. Tbe very notion of Separate Electorate 
wna baaed upon the aupport, which could not be found in this country. Thia 
clearly meant the perpetuation of uitelagt*. Sir Ali advised th3 Mualims to insist 
upon Voinf Electorate without any condition as in his opinion the demand lor 
Kuervation of seata in tbe Joint Electorate meant to admit tbe presence of some 
extraneons authority. In cooclusioti Sir Ali Imam said : **In the future of 
India there will be no place for a Hindu lliij or a Muslim Raj. The sovereign- 

ty of tbe people of India will be broad based U|>on iiatriotisro, unalloyed by 
taints of eommuoalism." 

tfik All-India Liberal Federation Counctl^Thc A II- India Liberal Federation 
CouDcil which met in Bombay pasmxi eleven resolutions after a prolonged sitting. 
One resolution stated ibst tbe ^’safc-gnnrds" enunciated at the Round Table Oon- 
ferenoe were not agrml to by their dclegatc>s. The Council expreaecd itaeif unani- 
mo’^sly in favour of joint electorates. The Council strongly cnticised the present 
Bpanctal policy of the Government. In regard to the army, the Council stressed 

Indlsnisstlon should be sotomntic so (hat tbe present army might be replae- 
ctThy an Indian Dominion Army in a limited p«*ri(M of time. 

Separate Eleetorafe dangerous to Indian Xatianalism : Muslims to continue 
to parfieipate in struggle for independence While moving the resolution regiod- 
ing the method of reprcsentat.’on to the legislatures in the Xatiooalist Moslem 
Ooofermee at Lucknow Dr. Anssri said that India was at the first stage sucoeae- 
M in the anparalteled non-violent struggle for freedom. But it wee joat the 
flftl etage ana ibtre was the danger that inner disctird engineered by interested 
parties might deprive her of tbe fruits of victory. Nationalist Muslims had made 
and were making efforts to pave tbe way for a settlement conducive to the best 
interesta of India and Mnsliins. Proceeding Dr. Ansari said that the anxiety to 
•eeon certain aalegaaide and i^uarantees for Mu!<limH in ibe future Oonatitotlon 
was gsDuine and so far as Nationalist Muslim« were concerned they would press 
sneh genuine demands and secure their sccim B ut Naticnalist Muslims 
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found it iiDfjOMible to tland by the demund to ■epnrnto olectoratei which they 
considered highly danneroas both to India and the Mnslimii. Another reednUon 
calling upon the Mnsiimt to join the Congress in large numbers and continue to 
participate in the national struggle for the attainment of Independence was also 
passed. 

21st< Curfew Order in Precautionary measures for public safety 

were taken by the authoriticN in Chitlagons who acted such on Information 
of possible revolutionary outbreak. Unlicensed meetings and procesaione were 
prohibited and a curfew order was enforced, people being allowra to pass with 
lanterns after 10 p.m. only in emergency cases. Temporary qnarters wore built 
ill Btraiegic points where military pickets were posted. 

22nd. Mechuaha%ar Bomb Ctisf 8atyabrata Sen and eight other young 

Bengalis who were convicted by the Alipore Special Tribunal on the diarge of pones- 
sing bombi and explosive snbstiinces in the Mechuabasar Bomb Case, were acquitted 
by a Special Bench of the Calcutta High Court. Their Lordships however 
upheld the conviction of Niraniati Sen Gupta and eight others in this connection, 
but reduced the sentence of Niraiijan from ten yean* transportation to seven 
years' rigorous imprisonment. 

CwuiresB troril* in Tamil Mid— Mr. C. Rnjagopalchariar. in the ctiurss of an 
appeal to the public said “This period of truce should be a period of hard 
labour on behalf of the Congrres. It should not bv any means be taken by Con- 
gress workers ns a holiday. If we wish to make Mahatmaji's voice at the coming 
t\>i)fet'ciice irresistible, we should St rcngtbMi the Congress organisations. If the 
('onfercnce ends in a settlement, wc have to organise the country so that the 
voice of democracy may prevail in the future work ; if the Conference Is not 
sticcifssful and wc have to renew the hgbt. it is not'cssary that we should streng- 
then th(; Congress snd make it a power in the land. J appeal to every adult in 
the Province to join the Congress us a mee her and make the nationalist srmy 
irresistible. I appeal that every one who can spare a Rupee for the Congresa 
work of the year may contribute to the Rupee Fund. Swaraj will be erected on 
the strongest fotiiidatioii if the work is based on the small but numerous contri- 
butions of the poor people. ’ 

D>\ Amari on Communal Problem clcf-toratcs and adult fran- 

chise would form the basis of disrusf>ion both with our own eo-religionists as 
well as with the iiindus or Sikhs. Any constilution which does not contain a 
provision for these two factors, will be wholly unacceptable to the Nationalist 
MiiHsaiiuaus of India declari'ti i>r. M. A. Atiaari in an interview to the 
AKso«'iat4*ri Press. Apkea as (o bow the communal question could be satisfactorily 
solvffd. Dr. Ausari said that a board of arbitration with full powers to the arbitrator 
to settle the question— such a settlement to be binding on their rc-sptvtivc 
com in unities— would be the ideal way to sfdvc the communal qurelioii. 

23rd. Pevhnttar Martifrn' Day cHinervetl %n Bombay A largely aiicnded public meeting 
was held on Choupathi sands in Ih.mibav. “in memory of thn P shawar Martyra.^ 
Hard.ar .Tamaiisingh of the A kali Haf presided. A number of streakers naid 
glowing tributes to the wordcrful sacrifices iind strict adherence to non-violence 
of t.hc Patbans and exhorted the audience in thi ir name at ies' t to sink all their 
roiumunai diflerenoes and le united. Mr Al>diil Rahim Cassim Mllha, ex> 
President, B. P. tj. C. appealed to bf>th fprdiis and Muslims to keep the peace 
i)f ;hc city during the liaKr-Id festival, and told them not to fall a prey to 
romiDUiiai fanatic: 

24th. Closer Union of Eos*, Afrie.a The Government of India published to-day their 
df'spatch tu the .Sccirtary of htate da.ed the Nover-bei on the scheme of a 
close- union in East Africa in whi^-h tliry expreoser' opinion which was in substantial 
agreement with the views of 11 Maje^'; 's (ieveroment, but suggested Mfeguards 
in the interests o.' the ludinri f‘<>mfnunily. 

wStli. Omnibus Searehes and Airmts of (.'hitoffony : Pncffutionary Meaenres 
Ayainsi '‘Possible Sertous Bard” HuT^hes rvo-e • many 
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riMM «*Hj this moniiiir • mult which 10 Tonnft men wen M in t ed nnder 
toe Criminftl Law Amendmcnf Act. Somo live bnllete were found on the pereon 
of one of the arreoted men. Persona of all sorts and ages were'being semrcned by 
we military officers posted at every street corner. Even the Poblie PtoeeBiitor 
and other respectable persons were not exempted. Khan Bahadnr Mokbnl Hos- 
sain, Monlavi Jalalnddin Ahmed. Rai Bahsdors Satish Sen, Kamini Das and 
Upendra Rof met the (Commanding Officer of the garrison at the OommifistonePs 
House where it was stated that the apprehension of a grave sitnation doe to the 
possibility of a raid of a senons nature necessitated taking of precautionary 
ures ia the shape of emp%mcnt of the military. 


26tb. Nationai Flag Dug in Bomhag The National Flag Day was insugurated 
in m morning in a spectseular way by Mrs. Nsidii at the Bombay Oongrets Honse. 
I^y volontcera belonging to Desa Sevikss and Hindustan i Seva Dal National 
Militia presented s guard of honour in the spacious compound of the Congress 
House. 

Mahatma OandhPi Note to the Drtmier :<->Drastic cut in military expenditure, 
ssraguards for State subjects, complete ftseal autonomy and scrutiny of public 
dw, according to the **Jk>mbsy Chronicle'* formed the main conditions which 
Mghstins Gandhi insisted must be fulfilled before he decided to attend the Round 
Table Gonference when it reassembled in London. These stipulations, it was Fisted, 
cootoinM in an important despatch which Mahatma Gandhi handed over to Ijord 
ir^p shortly before the latter's departure to London to be dcliicred to the British 


37lli. All-India Medical Conference Tho AIMiulis Mcdtcal (bnfercnrt at iit? 
nMeiing iu Poona, adopted several resolutions irJ.tr alia d<:inanding an immediate 
owmioo of the imlicy of reserving special )K>stB tor Karofa^nn nicml>ers of tb«.‘ 
abandonment of the policy of iniportinu foreien rcn. an h i xjutn. 
The Coiiferencs bitteriy opposed the nound Table Cunferrni e proposal i .•!’ 
jwuiting European doctors for Eiiropeau eonnnunity l•‘sid^^t in Irul*n .oi.d also 
QimMded that Ctovcrninent should take anion for pioffnin*.r Indian ilrng 
mmicine trade win St importation of foreign good!*. tJol. BoUtmih,Hn imptr^Hn^ 
aelento demMded immodiatc cessation of Mt. .Iidin A»n!'Mlaiicc A^'-oi'iation woric 
in India and stronglj criticised Indian llod Cru!»< organisation which he 
charaoteriaed as bciog in iLc bands of Biitisb uilicials. 


28lh. Ansrikiwr Bomb Ca.i*; ; — fho First ('lass Mairi''»ra^« at Arc r i.sji! p *•< ’ 
orders in the Amritsar Bomb rase in which six p i-t; ft .■ . ,h 

Explo^'ve Substances A«'t and the Indian IVia? ! v.,.,.. 

u> four years* rigorous imprisonment r.irh , r u; tK* 

fault one years further rig>«*j>is imprison I'ar'ti*. I*..': 

.Vr. BaldiriH rm •••e A.#., <<reat h.ivn? j** d,>ni* if ihr Iraiu- 

(•sncit sgrsemeot • m not ** rniuii.uis y i-ar-b j om. p.. .r. d Mr. I.ddwin. m s 
s|>Qeeh^^a ^nstfraiive ..i l.iv«ip of. The nnii unity of the Empire. 

L»r which they were all vuuM not i , .»,»i , . the LTc.t Indian 

Empire was a partner in :t. 


Mr* on 

'I X rill and U.uhwai. lt d ^ * • 

V*Tay, in reply m V! 

' v *'!l. I’:, kw.iy i; tS • “ 

‘ ' H'ln r»*ai *' ■ 

» 4' sway h t.t adini^ 

‘ A»r. diieut. i*?;i <• 

* •• .nen* os Mu • 

• ‘vn> i\* ?r »ti t 


.*Vi ' Am .pp at to release the 
» ’• ‘‘ -vour- iiv Mr. Ictiiu'r 

I • ■' ’h.id iK'CTi nsi'd 

■ ' *•»'. < v*’‘T»nient V'T.* 

'• » ,t « V . .. i y » 

■ -•( ^^in • M'!;:* 

I* « ^ *■' fricr.«‘ . Wr-: My/* 


•' ■. ' ..s. -.X I-' : rf .i%vr 

• i a S* r 'rtry :n 

-ir . 41. • P »hr »b‘' * ‘ .nifOt of 

‘ i:t»FT SECilC goods 
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by (he OongiMi party. Aldenatn J. H. Qrey. Chairman of Ooiton BmoUmara* 
AMoeiaticm, LaooaahtK, declamd that thi^ rcaait of Lord Irwin'a poli<'y had wen 
calamitooa lor Laneaahire. The ayatem of political prohibition againat Laneaahire 
ftooda ooitht immediatelT to be lemoved. If not, he waa convinced that there 
waa nothing in front for Lanoaahire but min. 


2flh. Lotdi dtbaU oa India A ? rt dedmie in tbe liorda revealed the growing 
Oonaervaiive and Liberal dl&«.t.at of Government'a alleged complacency in 
coofrooting the Indian aitnation. Lord Peel condemned the Government lor not 
clearly defliiing Britiah oppoeition againat impoaeihle Coiigrcaa claima. Hie apeech 
implira that all the main dcctsiona of the Bound Table were aacroaanct and un* 
alterable. Lord Reading atrenf^ed the aafegnarda and reaer vat tone aa indiapenaable 
and not open to any aubatantial modification. He proteaied againat the Ciwn« 
pore acandal and gonerally aaaoeiated the Liberal Party with eritieiama of Govern- 
ment inaction. Both of them ur^ the importance of removing miaconceptiona in 
India regarding Britain *a intcntiona with reference to the new conatltution. Lord 
Sneit’a reply waa only negatively aatiafaetorv aa not giving away anything ae- 
ciired for India by the Delhi Agreement. The Conaervativo memwra of both the 
Houaei of Parliament threatened more definite oppuaition to Govemment’a Indian 
policy aa a reaiilt of alleged breaehea of the Delhi Agreement by the 
Congreaa. 

Comwoner$' Asnuranee to LoMcnahire.— -Bixiy Coniervative peers and membera 
of the Hooae of Commona including Vleeount'Pcel, Bir Bamnel Hoara. Neville 
Chamberlain and other ez-Miniatora. aaacmbled in Commona and received a de- 
putation from Laneaahire regarding India and tbe cotton trade. A letter from Mr. 
Baldwin waa read out, in which Mr. Baldwin atated “the Conservative Party 
must Judge how far it ia possible to achieve tbe Federal idea without auironder- 
ing any eaaentiai aafegnarda which have been clearly stated and which we eonaidcr 
fnndamental to any fninre aettlemcnt The party intends to use its folleai 
infinenoc to support British traders and inaist that in any settlement of the 
Indian situation there should be fitndaniental proviaion prohibiting nnfair 
discrimination against Britiah trade.** Membora of tbe deputation asked for the 
Conservative Party's aaaistanee on the ground that British and Indian Qovemmcnla 
had “failed to protect cotton induitry.*' 


May 1931 

Chief EwMti : —Provincial Political Conformcea held throughout India 
—All Bengal Women’s Congress : Abolition of Bex Disqualification urged 
—House of Commons Debate on India— Mr. Patd’s warning to 
Britain. 


lat Pimitivc Miu for Ckiiiagong A Gasette Eztraurdinary derlared 52 villages in 
Chittagong district as dangerons and disturb* d area and announced the ap^nt- 
mant of imditional police force to be qnartered in the laid villages at the coat of 
the lobabitanto thereof, snbjeet to the orders which may be paaaed ezemnting 
any person or data or aeetioo of inliabitaatt.-*Tbe tame Gaseila declared all 
copies of the two aeta of the picture of Bhagat Bingh, Rajgnm and Bokhdev. 
one containing words 'Three victims of death" and the other portraying Bhagat 
Bingh, Bajfpini and Bnkhdev on triple gallowa with nooses round necks and too 
Eoiopcan ofltoers in aniform on either side aa forfdted to Ilia Majesty. 

Alf-AMfol ITofiicfi*# Congnn : AbotiOom of Sox DiopMbfieaiion wroad :—Eqnal 
portoccvliip ID the luid»cd*a moome during wifehood and cqaal righu of inheriUooe 
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with the children in the huiibind’» property after widowhood shoald be one of the 
fandamrntftl rifshtn of wofncn^defdared Hjkia. HAmU Defi ChftQdhnrant presidinir 
at the firat of the All-Ren(rat Womerrs ConKreM at the Town Hall— and 

abofild be tneinded tit any conMitiition for India that mt|;bt be afcrced to by the 
Indian Naiional Confirm. Equal ripbt of inheritance of the daofidiurA and 
ajatera with the aona and brothera in the propiTiy of the parcnta, brothera or 

aiatm : No diaabilify to attach to any woman by reason of eex in ref^ard to 

ftiiblie einplovment : Proflipaey, proatiintion. )>rocuration and acdiieiion to be 
equally piiniaiiablo by law— then > were of (he other items of the tundamentHi 
righfa ot wontiii, as dcAned and explained by the rtesident. 

2nd. V, [\ fWtiral Cunfri‘cncr.^Vnui)\t 3fadan Mohan Malaviya, upenkinjr at 
the U. P. Poliiinil <’onf renee at Mir/.npnr riferifd lo the prtwnt poIiticHi 
Hittiitioii anti planted out that the Ilindii-MuHlim disharmony was the prratest 
hindrance to (loliiieal proyre^^s. ‘'K^itHblihh p-larions, sympathii's a»t:l fricnrlii»€*s>* 
the tuo corn III uni»i«*»'‘ said the I'andit, ‘‘end learc bi|rp;r issijM ro 

Msbatiim CiHiHliii and other leader'^. The Pandit «*!!•> iltid at the prosjH :t of 

Muslims af'rceiufe to joint deetorate and dt-elared ppparate eleftoratew us t^trikin^ 
at the very root of iiationait*«m. The Pandir. l)?pt:cil them to rt^spi-cr the truce 
and said that Mahatma llandhi was straining i vory nerve to further promote 
peace and it Lichoved them to do their bit to »/o-oiH^ia!c with him. 

3rd. KeraJn hu ial C 'iw/ieir/ice.— ‘I lie Kerala Prorinrifil ('otiffr»'n* o was In Id 
at Badatfarn mnlrr tli»' Presidency of Mr. ,1. M. Sen < Jnpta who, in tbv course ot 
bis nddresM, rcferriHl to the Delhi airre- ment and said that the chantred owti.yr k 
on the part nf the (invcrnnn iit was due to the pfa-ritici's of millions of determined 
inen and tvomi n. In ronelusion ho iippo-iled lo the people to keep the powdiT dr> . 
The nahon. he said, could huv** no peace* or nst till frccelom was won and 
nothing short of comp’et,. ind«pcndcncc would sulfice. 

Kerala .^'tu’lcuis f ’<.c/e/i 7 /rc.*-*Th<* Kerala Studen’.V (‘onforcncc was Ivid 
nt Badii^iira under ihe i)i«:*jjdeiicy of Mr. K r*. .V.O'irnn. After ilio weieon .* 
iiddms by Mr, .\l»dnr .Uahiinan. t haMiviai. ot the Keeeptinn (’ommittw. Mr. 
Nnrinmn d«*!iveivd lii.i f;rcsidcnii:d a(ldrl^'». ’m whi‘*h !v* appealed to ihc you:!* of 
the foiiniiy to CO!, rent rale ail tin It* eior;ry i > the viial and aihab^orbinK is. 4 'ie, 
via., the .iMaiiitiiciit of Ihirna I’nless the youlhs of the conutry, h' *<.11(1 

eomc forward mnl respond In ihe rail of the (Na iress. the movcmoiil couKl no* 

succeed. He then lai-l stress on the need for orj^nnis.ifion and immediate steps 

to rcmorc the rclu»j;radc steps of a priiiieife.H s\>iein of iducatioii. 

77/ri7/i'«;/ Kn''ounln tri>h Knlicr iu Lahorv : RrnHuti^inat 'eit ff'apj**'*/ in Otirden • 
ActltiK u|Mni an inffinnaiion piven by a student of a Lahore ('nllepe, police 

ofnciala with sixiy coiisialilcs went to .Sdainur tiaidui, iilioui four niih*f» from 

I.ahnre, and look unawares (wo ailt;t»*d abscojiders in the Lahore and Delhi 
ronspiruey ('uses wlio were r ^>tio;;. I'hc revolnlion.irics there, ‘on whose bead 
bandsotne rewards had been dcelarcfj. inimisliai« !y tired in self-defence and one of 
them. .Ta^fadish. (rot killeil. The sivoiul ^ukhdcvnij who was said to have 
been Kirioitsly injured was arrin»ie<l. 

Sib. Archhishep'i S^mpalhij uith the Ju lian yaiionnl Muiemeni A sympathetic 
reference to the iiotioual moveiuen: in India was made by the Archbishop of 
(Canterbury, prisidinc at the Uhurch Missionary .Socit-iy tralherin^ at Alb«rt 
llall^ Ho said that “prerious imprissions in Britain in that rc^trard had bevo 
discardeti and we now. knew that (he tnovenumi was passin;' throu):h every rcj^ion 
and class in lndi:i. Everyone now reeutcidsed that it was wronft to denounce or 
auapcct and still more wrong to attempt to suppress the movement." 

Coortf Poliiienl CoHfetrHC§ Presiding over the Coorg Political Ckmference. 
at Morcara Air. J. M 8.»ti Oup*a said thai t.*ivi!c of fuiidaiDOTital rights and 
the economic prograrome laid down by the C^mgress, were au efTeettve answer to 
Its critics and caiumahtom. He a ldl*'l that th ; CongruAS knew no distinction of 
birtb» race, creed or etato and its doors were open to all. After referring at length 
to the problem of the rainortUes. Air. Sen Gupta dwelt on the Moslem demands. 
He ur^ the Htudoi atid the Moslems to meet together in a spirit of Iriendlioess 
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and of mntnal appreciation of each other’a needs and leqnifements and to efolte 
a eommon formula, which would satiafactton to all communities, without pre- 
judicially affeetioK the ideals of national freedom. 

MrMody on Lancashire o attitude against Criticisinfc lancashire'a 

recent compTainta axainst the continuance of Indian boycott of foreign cloth and 
breaches of the Irwin -Qaiidhi agr(H.‘ment on the part uf the Congress, Mr. H. P. 
Mody, Chairman of the Millowiiers* Association, in the course of a statement to 
the press, said : ''Lancashire st'cms to be in danger of losing hei head 

ereii more than her trade. She is obriously under the impression that the 
moment Irwin-Qandhi truce was declared her order bonks should be filled up 
and her idle machinery start Mhirriiig agidn. Because this miracle hu not 
happened, she made up her mind thut the truce was nut being honoured and the 
campaign for keeping her goods out of this country* Is still actire. It 
does nut seem to Imre oc'currc^ to her thiit a great economic upheaval 

cannot be set right over night and that there is such thing as lack uf 

purchasing power.'* 

6tli. Kararhi Muslims Farour joint KteHorntf8,--To counteract the propaganda 
for separate cloctoratca. a largely att ‘iidiHl nn ciing of Karachi hlabomedana 
was held under the prcHtdent^hip of Maitlana Maliuiiied i^idik, one of 
the Vice-Chairman of the Ucc-'ptwHi Cominiitir of I tie (\ingreHS. Mr. 

Hiifis Nasir Ahmed, in the mnist- of his apirch, t-aid that ail Bind 

Muslima were agreeable to hie Bind Taft which connciated joint electorates, Sind 
sc'paraiton, atid wcightngc for minority. Kvt n IImji .ViKtiilla lluroon and Sheikh 
Abdul Majid had aigned this pact. 'I'he rreaidtiit Kiimmiug up said that joint 
cicctciraie was a question of life and death. Hence there ahonld h«‘ no ill-feeling 
ill that re8|H’Ct. but compromise on cHsentiais was impoHsihle. 

lltb. Mr. Bcnn on PirkeUng in India Undying to a qllc^tjon in the House of Coin- 
fflotis on the picketing inethoil, Mr lh*rin said that the (iuvernment of India 
recently reported that the picketing was much rtdacid but there were signs of 
Its reviral in some places. Although complaints of ohjtTtionable methods were 
decreasing s few were still being received. With occasional and local exceptions 
picketing was tinaggressire. 


13th. Remission of lAttul Ri vcftue in L\ P.— A press coninniniquc issued by the 
r. r. Gofemment stated thot remission of revenue orderexi by the Oovfsmment 
aggregated nearly Ra. 61 lakhs which would involve reduction by landlords of rentals 
sroounfiiig to some its. 920 lakhs. Oovenimrnt recognised the very great 
difficulties both of tenants and landlords and hv this measure dsaliM to 
show their active sympathy and give all posNihle ansistsnee towards making 
adjtutments seeded to meet the sudden and unprecedented fall in prices. 

14th. Simla's W elcome to Mahatma Gandhi :^K pubic mf cling was held on the 
Ridge in Bimls to welcome Msbsiros Gandhi. The entire Ridge was crowded 
and about ten thousand people including a very large niimlier of women attended. 
Gaodhiji arrived accompanied by Pandit Malaviya and Brimati Mirabai and was 
given a rousing reception amidst cries of "Inquilsb Zindsbsd'* and "QsDdblji-ki-Jai.’' 
Addresses of welcome were pi> tv’^ted on behalf of the Congress, Bimls Tnules 
Association and the citizens of f 'nrt» and by Dr. Nsndisl Vsrms, on bdikslf of 
the Muslims of Simla. Mahatma Uaodhi,in replying to the addresses, laid stress upon 
the jisoeasity of observing the Oandhi-Irwhi agreement. He pleaded for* briofm 
about an noderslsndiog tetween Hindus, Muslims. Sikhs, Psrsees, Christians and 
othsra so that they abould unite io the demand fat Swaraj. In ooneliMdon, 
Oaodhtji exhorted the audience to work for the spread of khaddar and boycott of 
liquor. 

CbsMUMM Dsbate on /adia.— In the Commona debate on India Offioe Esti- 
males, fiir Philip Cifnliffie-Lisler, lameoted that there was no eykteuee of ao 
impimiiieot and oomplai^ that the amemeot, **if agreement it eould 
be called" waa not being carried out iu w letter and certaioly not la the 
spirit. Mr. Wedgwood fienu reminded the Houee that though distmed by 
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LukCMbii^** tfoablo the Hooae IumI an cqaal mpoosibility for the welfare of the 
people of India. Mr. Beon pointed out that the boyeoit Clame of the Irwin* 
Uai^i. Afrreenent waa two-tided. It not merely permitted the free aale of foreign 
goodt bat Gorenimeni underUiok to atniiit in encouraging Indian indaetry. Mr. 
Cburcbill mtiniained that the preeent policy wat ioiu%at to India and minoaa to 
Lanctthire. lit* declared that whether Iwyeott was economic or political, it ahould 
be proclaimed to be illegal. Bir Samnel Hoare warned India that it might be 
iieceaaary to postpone the coneidcratioii of advance until an atmoaphere of calmer 
common^mae, good faith and goodwill returned. 

15lh. liortl Irtein m So/epMardi*.— liOrd Irwin made hit firat apeech in London 
ainee hit return from ludia. at a luncheon in honour of him and Lady Irwin 
gifcii by the Britiah India Union. Lord Irwin empbaaiaed the force of the national 
feeling working in India at^d declared that aaroeatea of the policy of atrong 
hand were eapoiienta of an Iijip4*riat philoaopby which waa out of date and out 
of harmony with the preaent-day facta. He eoiphaaiacil that it waa only poaaibie 
to keep a witling and contented India within the Empire by agreement. Dealing 
with thi? const it iiliuiial aafeguarda, Ljrd Irwin expreaaed a strong opinion that 
Indian opinion was ready to agree to them provided it could be abowti that they 
were firm and last in fiidia’a iutcrctU. He believed that if Mr. Uandhi came to 
London would atrain cverv nerve to secure agreeinetit on these and other 
matterii to be discaMaed. lii.‘(i‘rriiig to discriiuiuatioii againai British gooda as 
auch, Lord Irwin said it waa one of the matters he discusaed with Mr. Gandhi 
when h<‘ left Bombay and on whn^b Mr. Gandhi gave him moat apecific and 
preclac aaaurance. 


22n4. Sir Chimanlal on Oantihiji * aUiUtdt to I?. T, C. :--Sir Chimanlal 8etal- 
vad, in an an interview said * Mr. Uandhi’s atlitudc towards R. T. C. has been 
undergoing constant chaogca. which is certainly disconcerting. At one time he 
said he would not go to the Conference unleaa the communal question was 
settled, and it would be bnmiliattiig for him and every other Indian to do so. 
In the statement which he baa iaaned from Baidoli be has announced his leadi- 
neaa to go to London at short notice even if no communal acttlement is reached. 
Curiously enough, however, be hedges round this declaration by aome extraoi^- 
nary condition. Hia first nroviso is that there must lie a satiaiactorj observance 
of the truce terms.... Only the other day. Mr. GandM waa aatiafled 
that the Central Government were doing theit beat to iroplemeui the terms of 
the Delhi Pact. If that waa so. why should be make hia going to London con- 
ditional on every district ofileer carrying out the terms in every detail....Mr. 
Oandhi’a second condition vis., that he will merely explain the Coagreas position, 
la extraordinary and inconsisteiu with the Delhi Pact, by which he has conaeu- 
ted to participation in the Conference. 


iSrd* Pauing array of Sir Moham/uad A/i Mohammad KkaaKhan Baha- 
dur, Maharaia of Miihinudtbad. one of the Ibremoat uationaliat Muslima 
of India. Ho took a prominent part in the boycott of the Bimoa Commiaakm 
and wu praetioally placed under personal restraint al hit honae in Lucknow 
and waa not allowed to tskc part tn the demonotratkMia. He lent hia whole- 
hearted support to the Nehru Report, and waa a atanuch advocate of Hiudn- 
Moslem unity. 


Cammander^ii^chuf on iadiani$atkm of ike Army :*Ihe Indian Sandhurst 

OMuaailtee held lu first meeting in the Assembly Committee Boom. Dealing 
with fbe question of Indiaoiaaiioa« Hia Excellency the Oommander-ln*CBtaf said 
that '*li was decided, after much dieeuaaion, that an experiment ahould be ctarted 
in which eight uulu weiu ear-marked for lodiantaalioD, coneiatiDg of fariau^. 
eavilry ana a pioneer bntinlion. In^fitniaing of the Indian army by putting 
Into unite offieevc who in many eneci did not belong to the mme daw m the 
men in the iinkn wan obvioudy nn experiment. At preaent younf Indian 
ofltoam In the dght unite aahamn had wven yeara* aerviee That wna obvioudy 
not long eno^ to tdl w h eth er thgy woe going to be fit to adminiamr ana 
tidn n unit in peace and M it in war. In eeven more yean they wonM have 
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luid 14 yetn* tenrice and by that time they would be able to gfVt a deAnUe 
opinion whether they were fcoiuK to be a complete eocceM or not I would aak 
the committee, therefore, to coneentrate particularly on the quection of the 
■apply of auitoble candidates aa this seems to me to be the crus of the whole 


26th. Karmtuk I\ovinrial Conference :<^Amidst scciiea of great enthusium, in the 
preaence of a largo gutheriug including many ladies, the sisth session of the 
Kariiatak Provincial Conference comiiieticod at Kelgaum under (he presideiitahip 
of Seth Jamnalal Bainj. A largo iiuuiU*r of delegates from diflbrent profinocs 
and particularly all Karnatuk liadera were present including Mm. Eamaladeri. 
BfeHag<w wishing success to the iX)uforeiiee were received from Mahatma Uandhi, 
Sj. Valiabhbhui Patel and others. 


29lh. Mr, PafeVi Warning to llrilain Mr. V. d. Patel and Mr. Deep Nariiii 
Singh addressed a crowded and cuthusiastic tiiociing at Esacx Hall, London. 
Mr. Patel said that India was not in n mood to bo a partner in the 
ficitiah Cooirooii wealth. Jf a referendum was taken an overwhelming majo- 
rity would vote ngainni the British coniieelion. The only question was whether 
they would part as friends or as enemies. Non-co*operution, if restarted, would 
mean iiitensitied lioycutt of Britisli goods and institutions and social boycott ot 
every Knglishmaii in India and then British trnde would be gone lor over. Ho 
oonfessed he did iioi .tpprove of the Delhi agreement, because it was not clearly 
laid down wIhhc voice shcmld u!tiniatcly pn^vnil. hut they must make the boat oi 
a bad bargain. Oaiidhiji would come with a uisudate to aeei*pt nothing less Uiaii 
freedom with eompleic control over the Army and Foretgu AITairs. !e wished 
him every sacccs'4 but did not aulicipate it. He rU*icttlc^ the federatiou aa pro- 
posed in the Coiifereuee. 

SOlh. AlUMia Kkilaf at Conference idteration ol the Delhi All- 

India lloslem Iknifereint! dritiiiiidii as irradueiblc minimum was voiced at the 
AU-liidia Khilafut Conh-rcnvc, which opeated at Bombay under the preaidciicy of 
Maulana Abdul Majid BihIsuim. The President, in Ine rourse of his addrsaa, 
capreased complrie agriTinent of Moslems with the Delhi Conference rcaolutioos and 
deprecated the ‘‘coiiieinptuous wiiy'- whereby the Congress Hindu majority and 
even Mr. tlandhi had treat vd Moslem demands for lal^uatda and deelarad tlmt 
they were therefore cowpcUtil to say they would not accc|d any eouatituliou 
which did not safpgnard Moslem righis. On the qaestion of tieparare Klectoiales 
also, he said that their declaration was final. 

Hindu-Mueiitn k'racae in There was sudden clash between the 

Hindus aud Mosliais near the Moufgaoj cross-roads in Cawnpore city. The police 
had to oocu fire. Thirteen shots were fired, resulting in the death of one Muslim, 
one Hindu mud injuries to 4 Hindus and 15 Muslims. 


Jon* 1931 


2iid. All-Mia Mueltm loluuteert* Coif/brsitce The i first All-India Bfualfni 
Vohinteera’ Conference met in Bombay under the prsaideney ot Mr. H. H. 
Hnhrawardy of Calcutta, lu the course of the preeideotiai remarka Air. 
gnhntwaidy entered a spirited defenoe of Muslim attitude aa defined in the 
Delhi reaoltttkins and aaaerted that the aeocpCance of these hjr other eommunitica 
would result in a great uoicod India marehfiig forth irreaietwly towards its hh^ 
dsatiny. He dmaiecated the suspicion, diatmat and hoatiuty evinced by the 
Hindua and Moafims towards one another and said that Maaiui demaodi were 
thoroughly reaaooable and founded on practical atateMuinsblp and eommonaense. 

6 
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Tbe Conference tbeo adopted reaolntions inter alia csprcaaiaE sorrow at the 
of Moulana Mahomed Ali, and voicing ita whole'hcait^ support to the 
demands put forward by the Delhi Conference and declaring that if these wero 
Dot aecepted, the Muslims were prepanxl to m ikc ercry sacrifice to secure their 
aeoeptaooe. 

5tb« Berar Protincial Conference The B»*cond Itcrar Provincial Conference began 
its session at Kham^aoii under the presidentship of Sardar Vailabhbbai Patel, 
President of the Indtiui National Congress. Over .’>00 deligaies attended. Sardur 
Vailabhbbai Patel removed some misnnderstandingi regarding the alleged breach of 
the Usndhi-Irwin Pact on the side of the people, and stressed the importance of 
kl^i as the greatest saviour of the p(»or ntid unemployed. Concluding he 
reminded the Coufcrence of the pledge of truth and non-violence which was the 
basic principle of iSwaraj. 

The Tamil Aadn Provincial Gatfrreace :~Tho inirty- fourth session of the 
Tamil Nadu Provincial C^‘>ufereiiee conitnenccHl its siwsion at Madura adth a 
large attendance of delegates and visitors. Mr. N. M. R. tsubbiiramitT, the Chair- 
man of the Reception Cbnnaittoc, welcomed the delegates and visitors, after which 
Mr. 8. Satyamurlhi, the Presidenl^ delivered his address. Resolutions were passtni 
congratulating the people of Tamil Nadu for the part her sons and daughtiTS 
played in the last campaign for Swaraj and rtx'ording llit^ coiiftTence's apprecia- 
tion of the sacrifiet^ undertaken by the volunteers. Haji Mahomed Maulann 
moved a resolution reiterating full confidence in Mahatma (tandhi's leadership. 
Mr. K. Santannm movch] dial no const it iitton was aeeeptahlc without complei4! 
control over ta.xalioii and expenditure in all departments of State. A resolution, 
accepting the principle of generous coueessions in regard to niinoriti«*8, was put 
from the chair and earritxT Another resolution demanded die immediate release 
of all political prisoners. 

Bill. Curfew Order in 6V#i7fa//o«y The District Magistrate under Section 144 of 
the (/riminn) Procedure Co<le, uirected all Hindu bhadralok youths between the 
ages 10 and 25 residing or staying within tin; Chittagong Municipality^ the 
Jetties and Pahariali, not to leave their houses bo.wi'cn 7 p. in. and 5 a. m. from 
7th June. Ibe order added dial the rudwny and port employees of the class aflec- 
ted whose work was l>etwoen the pruliibiletf h<iurs .should apply to tht> heads of 
their depart ments for passes. Other members of the public who required to leave 
their houses for immediate arid urgent reasons shonld apply to ^ ihc Kotwali. 
'fhe orders had bot n paH.scd for die iiiuneiliate nivservatioii of public tranquillity 
and the prevention of danger to human life and safety in view of the discovery 
of czploBivea burk^l in public places. 

7lh. Betiyal Chamber of Commerce and the Iklhi Agreement :-The (iTommittee of 
the Rciigal ChamlKT of Commerce inldrcssed the Government of India with 
regard to the interpretation given in some quarters to the terms of Irwin-Gaiidhi 
Agreement. During Gandhiji's visit to Simla they tcicgrnphrd to the Government 
sufKcsting that the Agreement itself left miiny loopholiv to conduct boycott and 
picECtting in a manner contr.Hry to its spirit. In particular, th^ drew attention 
to the form of the covenant issued by inc ForciCT Piece-goods Boycott Clougrcss 
Committee, upcouotry, which in their opinion clearly ignored that rpirit. The 
Committee stated that so far as Calcutta was coiievrned, picketting although objec- 
tiooabh^ bad not, since it was resumed, been so far accompanied bv o|>eii intimida- 
tion and reatraint, but it was definitely interfering with the returu to normal 
trading oooditioiia. 

Frontin Oaruthfi Appeal for Communal Amitp Mr. Alidal Gaffar Chan 
addmaaed a largely attended public meeting in Bardoli, Mrs. Kaaturbhai Gandhi 
presiding. Mr. Abdul Gaflar Khan said that he had arrived to learn a lesson 
from ins peoide of SatdoU. The non-violent struggle was not a new one. It 
was praotisoa 1,400 jsars ago. They had forgotten it. Gandbiji taught them the 
method anew. Mnafins said that the Congress wss an organisation of the Hindus, 
bat it strofe for the lihexation of the couutry. Muslims should therefore take 
part in Congress aelivltica. The British had raised the Afsduui bogey and said 
Af 2 !:cr;!> wnwW invade India, fttmitariy, ihc British told Af^us that they would 
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be dominated by Hindus. The Afgana bad ^?pIied that they wouM bo slni-ea of 
the Hindoo as they were slaves of the British. The Hindus were the elder brothers, 
the Moalims were the younger brothers. The elder brother should take care of the 
younger brother. The two brothers should march hand in hand towards 
the goal. 

8th. MahatmnjTs Repty to SirC, -Mahatma Gandhi, interview rd by the Asao- 

dated Press regarding the statement of ^ir Chimanlal Setalvnd in coiimHitioii with 
his attitude towards the Round Table Conference, said ; ‘^Whilst 1 am carrying on 
delicate negotiations, 1 may not be ovcr-cominnnicative, hut 1 can make a giMicrsI 
statement that 1 am not conscious of having done anything tu endanger the 
Settlement or in contravention of it. Though under given circuinstanctS) 1 am 
anxious aud willing to attcod the Round Table Conference there is nothing in 
the settlement, so far as I can read it, to make it compulsory for the C'ongnvs 
to take part in the Itounil Table Conferenre ; hut that diH(Mm»<i(iii of non- 
HUoiidance has not arisen at all.*' Asked whether he would i.ike part m the 
Round Table Conference or not. Mahatma Gandhi said; ‘If I succml in attfiidiog the 
Round Table Conferenee I should put forth tht? Congress chinaiuiM with all the 
zeal and power J may have and fully participate it) the proemlings and uot be a 
mere spectator at the Round Table Conftrciicc.’' 

I3lh. P. Europeans on Can'npore ItloU' Strong dismal isfiiet ion with the 

“weak and vacillating poliey of the (lortrnnient was expnssKl at a meeting of 
tl)»' Committee of the V. i*. nran^di of the Knropenn AsswMation. Ix'ld at Cawii- 
pore when th(*ro was a di*«<'iHHio!i on the ri‘poi“t of tl)** Riots Inqniry ComniiHsinn 
and ilie rehuivt' resolution o! the local f lovernineut. The general opinion of the 
meeting was that it wu^i impossible fur the Kuropian cotnm unity to accord any 
further supmrt to (Tovernuient unless mon? dctcrmitUHl mcftHures were immediaUv 
ly adoptixl by the (Jovernmeut to meet the growitig forces of disonler whieh 
app-annl (u be rapidly nndrrrnining tin* iH‘aee of the eouiiiry. The CommjtU*e, 
while recording its appr.riation of the iP^port. paH<4eil tiiniaitnously the following 
resolution “The Ooiiifnittet! eoiisiderH that the report h*w luit laid su/fieieiit 

c.nphiisis on the (fleet of t!ie w.*ak and irresolute policy pursm;d by the (Govern- 
int'iit of India during the eivil <lisol»edieU‘*c movement. They regard this lack of 
firmness as being oriinardy ri^punsililo tor the recent outbreiik, the development 
of the eivil disob'siicMice movement resulting in progressive weakening of ri'apcel 
for constituted authority." 


14th. Mtjiiuir L/yisiators Ih oiand Jieprrsfinfation in Me /f.7!(?.—'l'hc lollowing appeal 
signed |>y more than I'O members of the Mysore l/’glslnlivc Couiieil wna 
submitted to the Viceroy and the Congnss Working Coniroitlec “Wc the non- 
official metnbors of the Mysont i^cgislative Couiieil. urge that the people of Indian 
.Siaifs nii distinguished from PrincfS should be given iliic and nderiiiute rcprcHcn- 
lalion in the delilKTation and ec)iif(;rene(*s to be hi'ld for sell ling the future cona- 
titution of India and are of opinion that any crmsiituHonal deveiopmeiit of India 
without fuily recognising Ih*- lights of Indian Htalis proj/!e eannot serve to |»ro- 
inote jic^c'u and harinony in the and bring rdiout the unity and progrcHs of 

India. ' 


16ib. Icdrration Mp/iarr tu Indian StaVa ; Alahnvaja uf Patiala RrvultK 

F. S. C. S(‘hnne~-"J\\v Ptdi rnl .Scheme proposi ti by the Federal f^l rue* lire. Giun- 
mittee af the Round Table Conference i« fraught with the greatest dangers to the 
very existence of the Indian States’*— This declaration was made by th*? Maharaja 
of ratiala in his nob; on the (|Uestion of federation. The Maharaja believed time 
there was no trace of the existence of the fcsJeral spirit throughout India and if iho 
Federal Scheme of the F. .S. CoinmtUcv; waf neceptei, the smaller iSialcs of India 
were bound to suffer th(? fate of the smaller (^rinati princinaliiicx under the Coi fe- 
deration of I9l5 and disapfs ar from the map of Incfia. The Mnlmraj.i siigg(>st.cd 
a union of the Indian States alone in direct relationship with the Crown by 
extending the scope of the present Chamber of Princes. To solve the difficulties 
of administration and policy ho suggested enlargement of the present Mttndiog 
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Committee whieh woold confer with the permanent Standinir Committee of both 
the llonses of the Federal Leipiiaturc of British India specially coiif»tltoted for 
the purpose. 

I7lh. Indian t^andhurBt Committee and thf {fwbtum of Stipenth.^The I ml inn Sand* 
hurst Committee was ciiimKcd with the r|iiestion of seholurnhips and Biipciids, and 
it waa finally afprcMl that parents ahontd i^ivc a (fiiarantoe that their soiih would 
serve for five years in the army afttr they receive their Coiiiniissiiui. hut if after 
receiving this cheap education, any rnirtieulnr candidate was dc^siroua of hackinfr 
out of hii* n^rofnient, thi'u he would have to pay the full coat of lh«‘ Klucation 
and not merely the fi'es.— It may lie atnlcil in thi^ Conncilion that \iilh a view 
to imptihirisintr the Indian Mdifary Colle^re, fiv>a hiai licen fixed at IN. 4 OU, but 
that did not ineiudo the whole eoi^t. so miieh so that, a candidate in the «;veiit of 
his not fnttitliinr the Kiiaraiitee. iiaiDcty. scivin^r five years Nfier reeeivm^ the 
Commission, will have to pay to the (lovcrii incut very nearly Rs. 10/^0 to eover 
full costs. 

ISth* fVlifi Mahuhnn Gandhi Agreed To Aiifttd the Ii.T,Coiifri‘ente : - Mahiitiiia (laiidlii 
ill II Hijfiiid ariii-lt' in ''Yoiin^r India*' «xplained why he nirrcid to n pnsi nt the 
Coii^nsH at the Uotiiid 'J'abh^ Confirence ns autiioriscd by the Wurkinf; 
Committis;. “It is ljctt(‘r to wait till ihe Conans has Isa'Oiiie (-'piany iMipiiiur 
with the other eointnuiiith'K than to make an attcm]>t to forta* Swaraj through 
hiuhiy artifii'ial Kurniund ini's’*.— This arKuroeiit was put forward hv him airaiiist 
his KotnK to the R. T. CoKh naiee laiore i^oliKion of the rommuiiiil problem but 
his cssi iilially ih inceratie nature rompcliisi him. in H|»ife of hi» very strong 
objeeliou, to submit to tin* Workini.': C*MiimitUr’s dis*isioii. Malniinaji then 
wntic *‘nut having iim;ptc<t the ri'soliition of Ihe t'ominitus*, I shall faithfully 
carry it out aud work at the (.biifereiiec with all isissible steal, if 1 uni deatiiicd 
to attcnil it. ' 

28lh. /*uf«a Bomb sciiHational bomb outrage occurred at 9 p.in. in 

|•alnn when a Htth*lif<|K*<tor and n hviMl-eonslable in Na>a Tidu, Pirhahorc politv 
Sliition. w'iU'f boinisd. Tin; Sii4»-liispLvtor dii'd of injuries, and the Intid 
constuhlc's eoiidition liecanie preearhuis. Two ihthohs were nrresteil. 
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INDIA IN HOME POLITY 

INTRODUCTION 

I. OoD OP War and Psacb 

The year 1931 was ushered upon the Indiao stam like its j»eoiirsor» 
sppesrinK in a double role — a sod of war and a goa of peace* One of 
its hands was raised to strike and repress, and the other to aoolhe and 
confer a boon. But It stood and stalked the stsM in a postnra that 
revealed to those most vitally interested in the pay the tenible aapeol 
of the war-god rather than the beni|m aspect of the god of peace and 
conciliation. The fight going on in India was more cmoaaally and ea* 
gagingly real than the peace-parleys going on seven thousand miles away 
in London. The viceregal Ordinances in the full swing of their 
tion and the Congr«*s8 reaction thereto, were a grim phenomenon, and 
like a dark thunder cloud it overcast the whole Indian sky, the ^very 
speeches made in the halls of the St. James' Palace hardly tonchiog*thal 
sombre cloud with conspicuously bright silver linings. Tlie son ct 
India's sufiering east in the obscurity of unreality the far-away nebolaa 
of the Indian constitution then in the making in London. 

II. New Year's Day rung in with Bloodshed 

Even the New Year's Day was rung in with bloodshed. The mid- 
night Independence Day demonstrations in Bombay were sought to ba 
suppressed with a very stern baud by the authorities. The lathi cliai]m 
by the police wore attended with heavy casualties. This oue niot 
selected out of many might be taken as typicml of what was bsppeoing^ 
and an index of the ordeal through which the nation was passing. 
Some happenings are said to make certain buried greatnesses turn no* 
comfortably in their graves ; but these were at least such as to make 
the **arcbitects of India’s destiny" assembled in London feel oucasy in 
their comfortable cushions in the St James’ Palace. Face is tbs ioder 
of character, they say ; and acta tell us of the springs of actioa and 
what is calM the inner working of Uie mind. It had been merely ao 
intelligent anticipation of the coming event to predict from Ibe material 
of current happenings, and from the nature of the rtactioot of the 
government to the actions of the Congress, that the Sapm-Jayakar ae* 
gotiatione in the Yervada Jail had bee.i doomed to end in fiasco. It 
was then felt that the time for peace or eve*i for truce was not yet. 
One might also wonder if the Indian **delegates" in London did not 
feel like holding their hands in dismay when on the first day of tte 
year they read reports of demonstrations and lathi ehaiSM oa the 
New Yeer's Day in India. We do not know if Dr. Bapro— who 
appereatly acted as the captain of the Indian crew on some occasioae 
in the lart sitting of the Round Table Conference— -had dieeaaaed the 
matter of this parttcolar lathi chai]^ with the British Prmaier or the 
Secretary of State for India in private, and if so. what the aaswer of 
the Brittdi statesmen was to the charge of unduly harsh conater-iMSlioa • 
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wUcIi the Indian leader mlcht have laid at the door ^ the Indian 
Oovenment. But one thinn; at least was clear. Tho workinic policy of 
the Indian Qovemment was not calcnlated to make the difficall task of 
the IL T. C easy. 

III. Tfl£ Task of R. T. C. 

The task of the R. T. C. was diffienit enonidi in all conscience apart 
faoni the drcnmirtance of the government here or in England following 
an eitra-vigorooB policy in relation to the Civil Disobedience MoTemtfn\ 
Those who are the acmdited agents of their principals ; who, accor- 
were in a position to **deliver the goods” had not been sent to 
Loafon. One man in particular who could speak not only in the name 
of the Congress, but also, in the name of the dumb Indian millions, was 
still in the Yervada Jail. In fact, the one party and the one organisa- 
tion that was putting up a determined fight was neither directly nor 
indirectly represented in the London Conference. No member of tho 
Conference by any stretch of meaning or convention could bo looked 
upon as a spokesman of that powerful party or organisation. 

Utm Sapm, Mr. Jayakar, and the late Maulana Mahomed Ali 
had * indeed tried, without success, to act as mediators in th ' 

conflict ; and they were not or had erased to be, Cotigrossiucn. 

They subscribed to other poKticai gospels. They had proceeded to 
London to work at the problem of India’s political advance according 
to their own best lights. The Congress paity had seen them off, or 
seen tlicir compatriots of!« with black flags, and they were not there in 
London with the Congress tri-colour folded-up in their pockets to be 
displayed as soon as their credentials were challoiigod. 

There were some, again, who not wearing the government badge on 
their hats bore the government tjitoo mark up their sleeve?*. In fact, 
an analysis of the composition of the R T. C. would be a most 
entertdning stud... Every such study lias at least two sides. And we 
shall first study it as an ordinary* politically-minded Indian now 

studies it. 

iV. Tiik R. T. C. t oii i.nN 

There wen* i?i. represantatives of the three British pariics*. This 
in itself meant .4^ hctei'ogeneous complex ol ideas, ontiooks and metbods, 
if not also of interests. The Labour Party was in office, but not coin- 
uianding an ali^olnte majerity in the rfotisc of Cominopst it could 
hardly be said to be in |)Ower. The Libeial Party, emaciated thougli it 
was, waa in tho t position of the key-party The Conservative P.*irty, 
always assured of its innate strength in c>>ii>orvalive England, was the 
powmul oppesithoj. Labour was green iral inexperience, whilst the 
Conservative Pai-v was both tried and c^v*)'fmccd. The country k^pw 
and in . the Tories, :i - it . iJ known and tru.t«l the 

smt liberal V. iliy before its di8men>hiTm 'iir. but it hardly ytd 
Enow and trusted Labour. Labour wof\ .nt t! o polls not because die 
country, bad trun'rtemed its faith and to other god nnd 

broken its old :d(*Is but because it only v 'tnt^d to see its old idols 
in now trappings. lake some of the « ontinental countrit^s. Kng- 
laod bad not yet Jevatofied a fancy for principles and meth<'d8, 
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but it wistfid to «At ito good old eontervatbo cako with a ttoaar of 
ioeUMo gioffor. That rivo an odgo to ita taato and oPQf* 
tile lor ita own bomoly cake, ooeialisin in Bagiand— at Icaat tha oA- 
dd bnnd— was already too flat and eafdd an artiole for oonoomiDte 
in Bnaaia or even in some other continental countries. The prinoplea 
that it stood for were perfectly sane and sober ; yet when Labour at 
last found itself in office in England, It hardly felt its^ in n porition 
in whfadi it oould take courage in both handst and apply its own prin* 
ciirisi, diluted as they were, to the solution of the various vital prob- 
lemSf domestic or foreign, which confronted it 

V. Principle op Self-Deterhination 

One of its most airily vaunted principles related to the liberation of 
the subject peoples and self-determination. Labour since its infancy in 
England had been most vocal in its assertion of the fundamental right 
of races to live in self-determination. India, in which one-fifth of the 
whole human race lives in n condition by no means enviablci had not of 
course quite escaped Labour’s attention. Labour had passed many j^ns 
resolutions afiectinr the destiny of this sub-merged continent. No official 
Labour leader had perhaps been more sealous a champion of Indian 
rweneration than the author of 'The Awakening of India. And no 
other Labour Leader had worked more for the building of the Labour 
Party in England than he. 

VI. Line of Least Resistance in Politics 

Responsibilities of office have no doubt a sobering efiect on the 
ardour of the most zealous reformer. Practical politics demand caution 
and tact and moving along the line of least resistance. But such 
moving along the line of least resistance ought never to amount to 
sacrifice or surrender of the first principles of movement in public 
afiairs which a party may have adopted for itself and Intended to work 
for. Now suppose Labour had stood for the principle of self-deter 
minatioD for subj^t peoples. Suppose it bad, for instance, declared 
that India must determine for herself what sort of constitution would 
be best for her, and what associations, political or economic, she would, 
if at all. like to retain or form with other nations, and the British 
Commonwealth of Nations in particular. If it bad subscribed to this 
pripcipletit was because it had thought and believed that no nation, however 
enlightened and well-intentioned, should claim the right to dictate to 
MoUier, however unfavourably situated, the law of its life ; and that 
in the realm of practical politics also it is far wiser to leave a sister 
nation free to err and err again and then ultimately to find the ri^t 
way and sure way than to bold that nation in leadioij: strings and 
make it walk upon a path surveyed and chalked out for it by another. 
In the latter caset there is evepr likelihood of its losing the power of 
free movement itself'-of its being reduced to an eternal cimle un- 
able to move except upon crutches and in leading strings. Tnere hsve 
been ststesmeo, mostly of the Tory brand, who have mocked at each 
statements, and have called them copy-book lessons of politiesl philo- 
sop^. Bat to Hberslism they have ever been die first ardolee at its 
poltdoal creed, while to socialism they have been the very vital breath 
of ite noetrUa. 
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YDL LiBODifs Acid Tmn 

Hm MatenIfttioB of Indio hai been one eracioi point It is one 
of Lebonr^s noid lefts. The intenml end external defence of Indio 
boo been vndsrtoken by Britain. Th^ has of coarse meant peace and 
s ettled fovennaent of a sort We have been taoKht in history that 
posfloiim to the consolidation of British mie in India, India had been 
torn by netions and internal wars. That in that chronic state of 
ikai^ no oidsriy progress in any direction could be possible. One 
m^ht concede all diis withont qnestbnt and yet a8k<-as India has now 
been asUow— if (be price which an emasenlat^ and militarily helidess 
India has been mads to pay for her secnrity has not been so far out 
of proportbn as to leave her a nation **foand wantioflf * in respect of 
the oapaeity to defend hersdf withont external help, bomwed or snper- 
Imposed. 


VUL How THE Logic of India's Dependence Works 

And the logic of India's military dependence works beautiful]y in 
a vidons drole. We Monot have security in India without military 
dependence^ that is, British protection ; and we cannot have indepen* 
dence so long as we mnst continne in this state of military dependmce. 
Older and secnrity first ; progress and independence afterwards : thus 
is the rood laid. Bnt the point is — Can we jump from the first stage 
to the second ? By what alchemy can the base metal of military 
dependence and general emasculation be transmuted into the pure gold 
of military prepar^eas ^ and full-fledged manhood ? Will British- 
nurisooed and British-policed India rise one fine morning to find 
herself a fnlly competent and qualified defender of her hearths and homes ? 
India mnst be edncated ont of her mUitary dependence ; and to spread 
this process over an infinitely graduated scale of ^Indianisation" is to 
prolong and aggravate the wasting Asease and prostration, till it be- 
oomea past sll remedy and redemption. Risks, even considerable risks, 
most, tbereforei be taken in concerting and adopting measures for 
Norking m ^ genius and military fitness of India with utmost pos* 
aple expedition.^ The risk of possible ineflSciency and “deteriorstion of 
the British quality of the fighting machinery and material" need not 
s^OQsly stand in the way for any great length of time. Both 
military poaaibiKties and achievements of India are acknowledged 
to be greal^ and hardly less than those of any other country. India 
posassaea to a promioent degree both the fighting talent and fighting 
ti mina . The distinotioo^ between martial and non-martial races in 
Inu is a hUt and artificial creation which opportunity and training 
will eonsi^ very soon to efface. The Intellectual and effimi- 
sata ..neoplea in India, for instance, will not lag behind, but will 
keep (itomMivM fully abreast of others when they are once seriondy- 
mbsM to bi^e armour and “take the field.** As reguds eSdency, 
^Wsh qnality and all the rest of it, we mnst remember that 

be the brightest jswel in Ae British crown, she it 
In^e all in rIIi Rod Am b oo iMing danger of India’s own defence 
Mm ieopaidised aM Indla'e own internal security being ne^ed by 
Rwn natioaal militia and poMos. It may 1^ that India be 
ooBtenl wnh a nnnsiosnUy iRdoM army and navy and airmafl when ahe 
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io hm freidon ihedt all iaqMsrialiallo amUtioiia and ahjafaa all inpariar 
IMo darigaa. Bot that will be a poaitive relief to the atarvinf mlllioiia of 
lod^ groaniiw ander the hiioalayan dead-weight of her praaeot- 
day dafenoe and aeonritsr billa. 

EC. Eoosoino Depbndbncb : Anothbb Acid Tsanr 
And what la tme of her military dependenoe is alao true of her 
eoonomio dependenoe. That ia another acid teat for Labour. The 
yannted fiacwl convention and fiscal autonomy of India have been a 
snare as well as a delusion. They have not stopped the heavy eco- 
nomio drain of India which has been bleeding her white. India has 
got the semblance of representative institntiona, bot she has hardlv any 
control over taxation and money bills. The Crown Subjects*— Defence. 
Public Administration and so forth — absorb the bulk of her fttnds» and 
funds must be found for them. The truly productive departmentSi such 
SS industry and agriculture, and nation-building departments, such as 
education and sanitation, may be allowed to jgQ lean. The cost of her 
sdministration is sndi as she can hardly abrd--a circumstance that 
induced the Congress to lay down the 500 Rs. limit for Public Services 
io India. Besides, there is what is called the Home Charges in the 
shape of pensions and other remittances. 

X. Domikiok Status is PaAcriCE 
Ap^ from all this. India is no mistress of her Currency and Exchan- 
ge i^licy. Economists have attempted to shew that the ratio has been so 
manipulated as to subserve British trading and other interests primarily, 
to the de^ment of the more vital interests of the India's starving millions. 
The linking of the Indian rupee to the fluctuating British sterling 
which prevents the ni^ from seeking and finding its natural and scien- 
tific level is amply indicative of the illusory character of Indians fiscal 
autonomy which Mr. Wedgwood Benn tri^ to make so much c^tal 
of in anto-soggesting himself— for it deceived no body else— 'that India 
was already in the enjoyment of Dominion Status in practice. To try to 
prove thi^ India stands to gain by this kind of fiscal convention 
and policy was an impossible jugglery even for financial experts 
briefed to argue into conviction Indian delegates in Whitehall. Last 
but ^ not the least, there is the problem of Public Debts in 
India. The question has been asked — and most pertinently and justly 
ask^ one may think — What part of this hesvy burden must be aooepted 
as India’s jnst and equitable financial obligation ? It cannot be the whole, 
benuse the whole may not have been incurred for India’s own purposes. 
In fact, it is a fit case for reference to an impartial tribunal. The Congress 
1^ durii^ the abortive Sapru-Jayakar negotiattons, asked to have 
the whole tssne examined. But Government was apparently not prepared 
to treat this as an open question. It was even said by some interested 
acsre-mongers that the Congress wanted to repodiate the debts and fin- 
ancial obligations (rf India. 

XL The Acid Tests Briefly Stated 
The omeial point and the add test Is this : Is India free or not 
xres to ahm and pome a fiscal policy suited to her own teqidra* 
turnifu and partfamlariy, to the needs of her starving millions ? uam 
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fuithcMity* not responmble to henelf* exerdao the power to certify 
n M il (e. g. ft ftftlt-tftx) opposed by her elected represeotiitiTeft on tto 
own responsibility, or turn down nnother which they msy denumd ? The 
reserved sobjects ere so saorosftnt thftt you must not drenm of touching 
them. As regards the rest the iiower of Ordinaoce-making and certifica* 
Hon is reserved in the hands of an agent whose principal is the British 
Parliainent through Whitehall, and in no sense the Indian tax-payer. 
Financial stability and credit like military security and internal peace, are 
surely assets which stand in no danger of being overlooked and neglected 
by a free India mistress in her own house. British property like British 
life has also nothing to fear In a liberated India. Only the real bar to 
Indian emancipation-^foreign domination and exploitation in the vita! 
roatters^must cease. Iiidiu baa ever been generous as a host, and she 
can be trusted to b<^ a true and faithful ally and comrade. 

The acid test of Labour in office as regaids Indian defence and fiscal 
iwlicy was therefore this : \\’'as Labonr prejjared to concede to India the 
right to undertake her own defence, even though there might possibly be 
some inisbikcif and a certain amount of disoi’der in the beginning, in 
recognition of the principle that the art of ffclf 'defence can only be learnt 
through actual tiying in the teeth of repeated inistakes and 

failures ; that it is responsibility alone that begets responsibility ; 
that any arrangement with an outsider for tlie purposes of self- 

defence is derogatory to honour and self-respect, and as such is 
a cause of national dcninralisation : and that *'Iiidianisation” through 
Infinitesimal degrees is helping slow death and not helping 6i)eedy 
recovery ? This fiNuu the point of view of di»ft*nce. From the point 
of view of finance, Was Labour ]U’eparcd to give a chauce to India 
to prove that she coulj be both wise and just in licr economic policy and 
adjustments ind< petidenlly of foreign dictati(m and guidance ; that in 
making for her own financial 8c»curif> and profjiK'iity, she would protect 
all reasoiiabic foreign interests and respect all just foreign obligations *' 
In either <misC, Labour would simply be carrying to India the right 
to control her uwn ntilitnry and financial policy. To deny this 

is to deny the right of '•'if-determination, and assert the doctrine of 
truste(»sliip, of the whiteinan burden, of mandate, and so forth which 
are the slogans and hhibbol ' ths of high imperialism. To make any 

compromise with inipcriulism is for socialism to commit suicide. 


Xn. Mfxixo Tiit 0»M*o.vtnK 

"Jiiwies like Mr. CIniivbiil who frankly rccognis.* lUe essciitiai iiicnin- 
paiibilify of the two outhnik.^. and m* ’ubors of tlic Left-wing Labour 
who also recognise the same, are |M»rliaps more honest and clear-headed 
politicians than others, whetln r 'forics or linbouritcs, who overlap and 
intermix the opposites and muddh; the ]mblic issucn. It is well that the 
Tones (iiill the Labourite's j^ncialUts. and the latter the former 
imperialists. By such nom^'inrlafnre, t'ppf>-iU‘s or contraries are kept 
cleanly eontrastrd with iiach other, arid are not viciously confoniided 
together. Imiiertiilisiu and s^'ciuHsiu do stand for conflicting schemea 
and methods of htimati inTpomte existence; and however guardedly 
and cautiously socialism may make, its first appearaoce in poKtioa 
and social recoustruction, some form ot ma!*s revolntion is bound to 
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be reo^ised as its lofncal mitcome and destination. Capitalistic 
economics is but honest to frankly rocofniise this as its natumi enemy. 
For this reason, there can hardly be a natural allianco between Toryism 
and Labour. A pact between the two is, therefore, looked upon with 
snsplcion. 

XI II . La bour s Pa t r 

Now, labour in oflice in Eiielmid did enter into a imct of this kind 
in its essay to dc.*il with the lixlian problems. The ncid tests to which 
it was subjected shewed not only its composite but also its compromised 
character. It had co.iscd to he in relation to the Indian problems what 
Ijibour oui;ht to have boon and what it haei boon oxi>eofcd it would prove 
itself to be. Poth in relation (n the rpio'ction of defence anti that of 
liscal policy, Labour showed that it had tumid tlowii or kei>t in 
abeyance the principle of self-deienninatioii so far ns India at least was 
concerned. It had accepted, surrcptitously if not openly, the doctrine 
of trusteeship and high imperial responwibilitios. India was not yet 
prepared to shoulder her rospoiHibililies. Jr could not see its 
way to authorize its n^reitts in Simla to nKree to the Conpress demand 
for full responsible government at the centre having contrul over the 
.army, finances and the public services. Prii fly, it was not prepared to 
concede the substance of iiulependeiiee. It could not see its way to 
go beyond —substantially beyond— the frankly obstructive Simon 
Commission Report or the seemingly reassuring Oovernnient of India 
Despatch — a veritable inouutaiii of angelic profession producing a 
little mouse of practical propo«aU of reform. 

Xn^. I^Anot’U*^ l.ovK Kon “Stimm. Oovkun.mf.nt’ 

Not only HO. Labour iu office showed tlie same readiness, to launch 
upon a policy of strong government and relentless repression as, for 
instance, the liberal statesmen .John Morley aixl Samuel Montagu— the 
idols of the dreams of the moderate seliooi of Indian iwlitics— had done 
in their times. And yet ns Mr. Wedgwood Bonn repeatedly reminded 
ns from his place in the House of Commons, British statesmen were not 
dealing with an ordinary kind of unre.st and law-breaking in India. 
Possibly such speeches of the Secretary of Slate for India, and also, on 
some occasions, of the Viceroy Lord Irwin, were meant for “home’’ 
consumption — were, in fact, an answer to tlic Rothermcres and Chur- 
chills, who bad been accusing the Indian government of want of 
backbone, and crying for more and ever more fire and brimstone, ns if 
there were any lack or idling of tliesc precious projectiles on the 
b^bts of Simla. Were not a whole dozen of Ordinances in extra- 
vigjmos operation in India V Well, the Labour Secretary of State for 
India had declared on the floor of the House of Commons that the 
first duty of any government, Labour or otherwise, is to govern ; and 
thoui^ pmiaps this was said in a moment of irritation in reply to a 
rather uncomfortable home-thrust by a brother labour member belonging 
to the Left Wing, it was a perfectly valid and ad^uate description <3 
the duty of government as eonceived and carried into practice by the 
mlnte tirial partv. And if that was the case, the Opposition Benches 
ndglit wdl mb their glaeees and make sure that the so^iete and not 
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Umt wm realljr in office. The liiet of the nuitler wee ttel in the 
BUilter of the ecliiel workine of its Indian policy* Labour bad only to 
be icraldied to reveal the imperial British lion alanding in a poae of 
nnehalleiiged majestic defiance. 

KY. The Intentions Of Labour in Beoabd To Iin>u 

The pact came in where the intentions of Labour in regard to India 
were concerned. There, unfortunately, socialism with its insistence on 
the principle of self-determination, tied itself to imperialism with Its 
insistence on high imperial mission. The latter is a believer in the cult of 
**rule of the fitte8t'\ Trusteeship and the whiteman^s burden may of course 
be honestly believed in some cases, but in other cases, it is camouflage 
only. Now, Labour in entering into a pact or understandipg with the 
Tories with reference to the Indian problem seemed to Lave surrendered 
its own principles. Its very position was now such that, ipso facto^ it must 
array itself against and not back and forv: ri the immediate fundamental 
Indian demand for Swaraj. It could not* ior instance, be a party to the 
framing and setting up of an Indian constitution which gave us an 
immediate and effective control over our array and finances and public 
services. The conservative and liberal halter round the neck of Labour 
is tight enough to restrain it from taking any "'unwarranted liberties^’ 
with the fundamental British securities. Labour is made safe for 
British interests and the British Empire by the weightage of conservative 
and liberal alliance. 

XVI. The Mai.vtekance of British Securities 

And generally speaking, British conservatism and liberalism both 
stand pledged to the maintenance of the British securities as represented 
by the British Empire. British power and British prestige roust continue 
practically undiminished throughout this vast or^nism of British inte- 
rests, and particularly should &cy continue iindiminisbed in that vital 
limb of ^e organism which is India. Everybody knows what the 
British Empire would be reduced to minus the Indian Depeudeocy. No 
scheme seeking to alienate the Indian limb can be countenanced for one 
moment. Now, if Labour is to entrench itself into what can be agreed 
upon as the common ground between itself and the above position, then 
it roust bind icaelf to do nothing that will seriously compromise or tend 
to compromise the above position. In otlier words, it must do nothing 
to impm the security of India as the base-work and pillar of the 
British J^pire. Eg3i;>t, Palestine* India — all these are, in one way or 
other, and in varying degree, indispensable to the British Empire. One 
may be important for oil and os a set-oflT agiunst Turkey* another for 
its strategic position as the key to the empires and markets of the 
East* and the third as the inexhausted reserve bank of the Eminre in 
men and muderial. We may moke a show of giving independence to a 
oonnlry if it provea tronblesome, but it is no use promising the moon 
when it takes into its head to cry for it. Eigypt was deelarsd a 
aoverem slate whan ft did cry for the moon, but the soverei^ state 
has stul to ahy at the glitter of the British bayonet India ia promised 
Dominion Sn^ end no havo been amured that wo have for 1^ been 
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io tho emoyiuerit of thi^ preeioaa state in aotnality widiont oor euepeol* 
iog it It can hirdty bo n bis iump from domioioa statoa cfe fado to 
doaainioa atatae de jure. A short bill formally prodalioins and 
instaiUns the domioion status, piloted thronsh a perfectly pliant and 
agreeable Hon^o of Commons, is alt that retnatne to be done; Labour 
had. apparently. nnfo-^ugiroatAd into believing this. 

XVII. The E^s^evce Of Cosobess Demasd : The Tiro Poists 

What the Congro?^ parly wanted— what, in fact, the whole of 

nationalist India hoped for- -was that British dictation and control as 
regards tho vital nflairs of national life must cease, if not forthWidi, at 
least as speedily ns tho cirnimstances of the transference of power froih 
the luiuds of one party to those of another would allow*^ 
saw before, was the siib^tanco of tho late illnstrions Motilaiji's proposal 
for negotiation ; and thu was .also tho essence of tho Congress demand. 
Labour must snhstantially ac^^ept this or reject this. And^ as It has 

before been said, it cannot substantial I y reject this consistently with’ 
the first nrticlc<i of it*, creed ns Tjibour. Tt Is true of come 
that in any free con stitution there must bo certain constitii* 

tional ohoeks and balances called safeguards and reservations. 
But the c)ifK‘ks must not be such as to smother detnocrscy itself. 
The people thnmgli their representatives must have substantial 

control over public afTairs : this is the only test that applies. Your plan 
either docs or docs not satisfy this test. The question of eitent or 
of degr^s arises, no doubt, fent there are two points which do not 
admit of any question, if there is to bo real ns distingaUhed fi«im 
make-believe responsible government First, the people mns^ from the 
start have real control over what one may call the vital centres of the 
)K>litlcal organism. If they have it not and some other party has It, 
then, that other party may sit tight over it and never relinquish it 
except under the stress of a successful revolution. Popular control at 
the snbordiuate centres of government is no real control at all, and snob 
control is not likely to evolve naturally into control over the higher 
Sind more vital centres. Xot only so, such division of control is 
not helpful to the evolution of democratic institutions. By confining 
popniar will and power to the subordinate and dependent centres of 
^6 body politic, you may perpstoate its depsndence and snbordi- 
nation. Hits is how the nationalist mind of India anpies. 

XVIII. The Checks axp Bat ances; What they SnorLO bk 

Hence, secondly, checks and balances in the constitution must not 
be in the nature of dams seddng to inhibit and obstmet 
the flow of pqpnlar will over the higher and more vital centres of the 
body politic. It must not be prevented from oxerdsing its lagifuiuite 
conm over them. A guide or friend may shew it the lines of possible 
daoiKer, and help it to rectify such mistakes into whidi it will fall 
insets of its own best endmvours and the wfasst connsels of its 
friend. 
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XrX. Thk Cask mi IshiA 




NoWt i* uot in the |K)i 4 ition of u rhikl. ll«r triulilioii*' uiv 
great mod her experience hae been varied and wide. Still she rcriuiros 
and invitee help. She must come abreast of the great modern 
demooraciee. Nut only so, she must rise to a position wherCt in the 
light of her own noble culture and civilwation, she ran discover new 
hopes for democracy, and give it ;i new inspiration. .She needs help 
for rising to a position like this, it was hopctl that f.abonr in Kngland 
would be her friend and ally and no longer her dictator. Hut liabour in 
lUUit wiUi the reactionary and imporialist parties, though proferrint* tin* 
liand of eo-0|H5ration, did not altogether abdicate? its dictatorship. Tin* 
XIorlcy-Nbiito reforms liad never pretcndt*d lf» confer upon India Hclf-govcrn- 
meot. Montagu-Chehn^ford reforms prcteinhnl to 4I0 a bit, but that little 
hit| giving us dyarchy, was not blessed even by the moderate politicians 
who were its ministers in charge of the tninsferred subjects. Hy all 
independent politiciaim— no-ithanger-t ^»r 'Swarajists— it was considered 
retrograde and reaction.ary. 'flic Simon Keport and the (jovcrnni(*iit of 
India Despatch were also so eharae.tcriscd. The Nehru Report, on the 
other hand, purported for a time to repre-iciit tin* advanced scinvil of 
political thought and action in India. Hut the < 'ongre«- (»utgrew 

even that Report. 

XX. Tiik (;um.i:|.>s Am» 'Pm: Hi;n*i<nri. 

Tilt Congress never rc(|uircd the llritislior to leave India. She 
values and even cherishes liritish assistance in the conduct of her own 
affairs. The^ British soldier, the British civilian or the British merchant 
need not retire. They arc invited to stay on. But not as masters 

and exploiters. The British soldier, for o.vampic. must be <*ontent to 
serve under the National Oovermnenf, which shall decide the military 
policy and not he, 'Pho same with the British civilian. Foreign 

domination and e.xploitation at the vital spots of the body politic is 

incompatible with Indian liberty and Indian sclf-rospcct. 1 'his, in 
Hubstance* was the Congress position. 'Pho Tory .school of thought in 
Rnglaiidf at least a powerful sctition of it, was frankly not prepared 
to release the grip of ICngland upon Indian affairs. At any rate, 
not for some time to come. And, while in oil ice, it had sent an all-w!iit<» 
Commission to India to ‘‘trifle with*’ the Tndiaii demand. 

XXI. CjrAN(;r. IN F«»km Am> MKrinu) Only 

Labour m^e a chaugc in form aud method of course, but it was 
queiMoiiad if there was a corresponding change in spirit and 
imrpoM, It called a K. T. (\ to London instead of send- 
ing a white or mixed commbsiuu to India. But tlic K. T. C. was, and 
hae been, a ddibeiative body only, and not a constituent itssombly 
empowiied to frame a constitution for India. It has been said that 
the Rritnb Govenimeot will draw up its final proposals on the basis 
pf an amreemeat readied in tlie Conference, and present them in the 
•hape of a bill to the Rritisli Piwliamcnt. This may or may not be 
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tautaiuouut to u denial of the right of sclf-detaruihkatioii to India* U 
the Labour Govcrnnicnt had aoccdod to the CongresB ret|UCs»t to mII 
(he Oonfereitcc for the i>itr|)osc of framing forthwith a domiiiion 
constitution for Jiidiai (hut is to say. for deciding by negotiation the 
necessary adjustments for tlic s|)ecdy transference of authority from 
British hands to Indian liuiids. then, in tlio liypothosis of immediate 
doinioioii st 4 itus for India being accepted by England as a titled 
question not further to l>o reopen^, the passing of a necessary bill by 
Uic British Parliament might be regarded as more or less a formal 
alfair not meaning anything liko dictation or oidiiiatioii by one imrty 
in reJation to the other. Hut the fVmfcix^nee did not meet to fi'ame a 
dotniiiioti ooiistitiitioii for India aisd settle the necessary adjustments. 
Nor did it meet to discu>^ and decide on (lie Simon Report or the 
India Government Despatch, ft began on a perfectly eU'aii slate in so 
far as the model of Indian eonstitiition was concern^. A promiscuous 
mass of nebula vratlicrcd in the halU of tiic Si. *lamcs* PalacCt and 
uncertain “lights” were at work to compose and scan it into shape. 

There might bt; iiolhitig wrong in liaving to begin on a clean slate or 
a formless nobnla. if the architecU were ngi*ccd on a comiDOii object or 
design. Blit they wei*e not agreed. And the constitution of the 
(.Vmfercnce was such that they never could agree. Lord Saukey and the 
British PrcmiiT might eongratniatc the Conference upon liudtng a basis of 
*>ub.slaiilial agrocmeiil : but probably, iiiulor each b<|iiare inch of the agreed 
position tlicro lurked hidden mines ^f misgivings and luistakiogs. I/ibanr 
Oovcinmcnt conbis^tently refused to show its own hands. No body knew 
liow far it wa.^^ prepared to move. Lord Reading as the chief represeota- 
live t>f the key party gave of coin’s^ an inkling of the working of 
the liberal British mind. Mr. .Jayakar found liiinself in high glee after 
the Reading plan liad been broached in t*.e Conference. But could,, even 
!>. Sapru lay hi«! hand on his bosom and say honestly that the noble 
Ijord had given liiin a quarter loaf or even half loaf where he had 
asked for the full loaf ? A iiedgcd-round provincial autonomy with 
dyarchy at tlic centre, dependent upon a federal structure sought 
to be made safe by too many complicated checks and balances, 
express or implied, and where the Oown, through its own cabinet, 
would contiiiue to hold the kcy-boanl of control over defence, 
financial policy. v^ervicO'^, ioreign relations, and so forth, was not 
the sort of palliative that could bring relief to any irritated part of 
of even moderate India. We need not pause to examine (be Reading 
plan and Sapru plan in detail. Ilic one man who was in a 
]>08itioii to deliver the goods was not there. And not only Dr. 
Moonji and Manlana Mahomed Ali, but practically all tiie Indian 
delegates knew or felt that they were only representing themselves. As 
Mahomed Ali said in the great and patiiotic speech he made in the 
plenary session of the Conference,— -his last will and testamcnt,-*tbe 
Conference was an Vonderful’* Conference, and while be was representing 
no one but himself, he believed that he was not at any rate misrepresent- 
ing himself. He added that iit politics the chances of one's misrepresent- 
ii^ oneself are very real and very ^great. Meanwhile, many people in 
India were wondering —How many of his compatriots in die Cooterence 
had aelves of thmr own either to repreaeot or to mis leprei eot ? 
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XXni. COKSEBTATIVE AtHTUDE 

Lord Peel snd Sir Somud Hoore, u represeutatives of the Conocrvat- 
tive parly* timply refused to oomoiit theoiselves to any scheme of Indian 
advance until and unless they had tlie whole canvas spread before them, 
Ailed in and completed. They re8cr\*cd jndirmcnt on the general plan in 
broad outlines placed before them. But they nevertheless made it 
perfectly clear along what lines they wci*e prepared not to move. All the 
fundamental British interests in India must be safeguard. Safeguard 
may lyj a nasty word for the Premier, but safeguard was the 
mantra of the Tory Party. There could be no mistaking about that. In 
fact, Sir Samuel Houre^s spmh was characterised as 'mischievous" by 
advanced Labour oniuion in England, and Tory organs had been hard 
put to it to make a snow of defence. But was there anything amiss with 
that attitude of the Tory leader ? The non-committal attitude of Sir 
Samuel was i)Grfectly in keeping with British Toryism. It does believe 
in the rule of one people by another ; it docs believe tlmt such role, 
of obvious advantage to the ruler, may also be of advantage to the ruled ; 
and it docs not feel called upon to withdinw its rule so long as it 
thinks that by such withdrawal the mutual advantage will be sacriAced. 
In aMesiing the mutual advantage, that is, of the ruler and the ruled, 
it frankly believes that no purely altruistic or philauthrophic standard 
ia applicable, and that while blindly selAsh policy will not pay in the 
long run, the truly practicable policy is one that must be dictated 
by enlightened self-interest or pmaenco. Britain has, for instance, a 
mission, and a worthy mission, to fulfil in Us Indian Empire ; but 
Toryism does not pretend to think that this mission of Britaio is purely 
a philanthropic or disinterested mission. It is certainly true that 
Britain stauds to gaiu by holding her Indian dominion, and that she 
sipnds to lose by renouncing her hold upon it. 

Ibat rule, therefore, is the best from this point of view which has 
the. clearest and stronuest sanction of enlightened self-interest No 
arrangement is worth while which docs not conserve and safeguard the 
viU) ipterests of the ruling country also. Indian interests and British 
interests should be made to go t^ether. The question of security' aid 
safespiard ih therefore, a ccotral issue with the cnaracteriatic Tory school 
of thought. If something hat to be conceded to the rul^ that some- 
tpiog can only be what prudence will be prepai^ to sanction. The Iidian 
ajrifrtion, especially of Uio "subversive" kinOt is beginniog to cause a 
dekl of trouble to the ruling country. Now» the course of actioo that 
nplurally eniptests itself to &e average Tory mind is stroi^ govemumt 
ffid no eneouragi^uient being ipVen to the "agitator". If, he be trtat^ 
fMh iodukenoc^ he would oe merely encouraged to pitch his den^ 
h%her and ever hlglier. Vepr toon you will And Urn 
an impossible demam Tbryiam has been oonsieteot in m 
adherince to thih principle. Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord Ped 
iMe ndt fdte to tUs'' pribdplk. Of bmitae» Ifz*. Bddwin ipM 
expression to some veiy fine eentimeotB in his Pariiamentiry epeiciei 
bearing upon India. Bo asenber ontdde the fanke of IndependeM 
LdKNif; aM no go voi n n m ni mendier with tlie poeribU eioeptioii of Ifr. 
Wediniood Benn» had utt a r s d finer imde. Bat thnn eui be no 
nbool the giel end onbMnnoe of thoee fine doowili 
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attorad by^ au aceomplithcd and tactful leader of a great party. 
Ur. Baldwin was not ouly doitig his daty by his friend and 
late colleague I^ord Irwin ; lie was facing elcmeuts of insnigeoce 
inside his own party headed by &Ir. Churchill. Three eleinents, aided 
and abetted by some retired Anglo-Indians and other ICnglish die-hards* 
had been too frankly proclaiming their iin|)erialistic obligations, and too 
ineistently demanding the head of Mahatma Gandhi on a charger, to be 
of any use in delicate diplomattc nogotiationH with India. It wan 
not that Mr. Ilaldwin and Mr. Churchill were poles asunder as 
regurds their political creed and prhiuiplcs wtlh reference t;» 
India. It was simply that Mr. Baldwin was tackling some 
iucoureuieut elements of bis own party. While the teits vf the 
gospel of British Toryism are the same, there possibly have been 
^ome little variations in the practical interpretation of those texts with 
refe^nce to actual cases. In fact, while Toryism is distinguished as a 
^liocies by a distinctive colour of its own, it may bo possible to tell at 
least three shades of colour tii its reaction to the Indiiin situation. The 
first ^yas that represented by th«: official leader of the party bim8eIf*-*Don- 
committal but b^inuing to be f^ensitivo to. if not iipprcciative of. the 
realities of the Indian situatioo* Secondly, wc bad the shade repre- 
sented by Lord Peel and Sir Samuel Hoarc— non-commiUal, reserved, 
suspicious, war}% Thirdly, wo had the shade represonteu by Mr. Chnr- 
ohill, Lord Llyod and others— 'frankly hof-iile and aggressive, and refusing 
to move from the old order of bureaucratic absolutism in India. AH 
these could, however, be reduced to a common ba^c : they were fractions 
having a common dcaominalor. 

XXIV. CoMi£o> Di:>o»u>Aroi: 

>ow. Labour, in cutcring into an ailianco with Lad ncccstahl} 
to accept the commou denominator too. Labour might have bean s 
opecics distinct from Toryism or Liberalism, judged by certain ciiiuia 
of domestic or European politics, but with reference id India, what was 
it ? Different species, as biologists tell us. do not cross, aod if they do. 
they remain bamii. Well, the very assertion that India must be tieated 
as above party politics, that with reference to India all imrties can co- 
operate, proves that they are bat varieties of one species in relation 
to India. The parties did as a matter of fact cross in the B. T. and 
it was expect that they would produce sometUng. l>et m wait 
sod see. 


XXV. ReSVLT 01 IHL Cbossjno 

As the result of the crossing, Labour already found itself Umas- 
formed beyond recognition as regards iU professed ideals aod methods, 
ft carried on as strong a Oovemment in India by means of Oidinaneas 
and' deportations withoot trimi and general repressfon as wonld daibht 
the heart of any hUe-bonod T017 statesman or any sun-dried Inman 
boreanerat In fact, the lodiao ^'me-bard” boreaiicnt was praetieally 
allowed the foil length of hb tether in dseUng with the Indbo mnest. 
The floe speeches of Mr, Wedgwood Beno ilhistsated by the whobaide 
hlU chaigm and ao fortt b lodb lamd b throw a Imdad 
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ligbt ou tho whole affair. It eeemed like dictaUnji to Whitehall* 

m not taking its orders from it Pending constitution-maldng. 
King’s Governinciit must be carried otit aud it could, iu the face of the 
openly disruptive forces, bo carried in one way oniv. As Lord Irwin — 
*'the friend of India”— -said, Oovernmeut was jtistifieu in employing every 
weapon in its armoury when it was threatened at its very base. And 
it did employ every weapon in its armoury, all the hue tradithms and 
professions of Labour notwithstanding. 

XXVI. The Lahouk ix Keeatjon ox India 

Uut let us not look at the outer picture, though that is ciuphaticHlly 
relevant to an essay to read the inner working of the mind. It ivas an 
index, if not an exact likeness, of the Labour mind in relation to the 
Indian question. But suiipose for otic moment wc east our gare Jicross 
die seas, and pee)) into the conclaves of the liabour Cabinet. Was tho 
heart of Labour thribbing all sound Iheic without a false tremor V 
Labour ^KUciaus in office liuve now and again protested the sincerity 
of their intention with rogard to India. The Premier in particular has 
asked us to be ^honest’# and have a sense of realities. He has also 
referred to the inherent difficulties of the Indian problem, and, therefore, 
of coDstitutlou'makiDg. lie has also more than onco reminded us of the 
necessity of making such a constitutiou as will work. 

All this, On the face of it, is a iierfcctly reasonable position. But 
one must go deeper to be in touch with realities. The form is some- 
times so deceptive and misleading ! Granted that tlie intentions of 
Labour Government with regard to India were sincere,— though Mahatma 
Gandhi himself on n later occasion challenged (so it was reported) the 
bona fidea of the British Government when they were reported to have 
closed their ofTcr with the grant of immediate provincial autonomy, 
reserving the question of responsibility at the centre for future conside- 
ration. But waving all that, one would ask— What were thoselintentions 
about which the authorities were so loud in protesting their sincerity ? 
No body yet knew what their own intentions were, though Lord Read- 
ing made certain tentative proposals in respect of which, however, the 
Conservative members could not see their way to adopt other than 
a sceptical and non-committal attitude. 

XXVII. The Jani arv Deceakation 

It is true that on the 19th. of tJauuar>’ the Premier made his 
**moroentou8 anoouncemenp* in the R. T. C., in anticipation of which, 
and A order to create the necessary peaceiful atmosphere for which, 
Sir John Crerar, the Indian Home Member, had withdrawn the two 
repmrive bills (relating to Press and Unlawful Instigation) that had 
recenily been introduoM in the Assembly with a messam full of threat 
and admoidticm hr the Viceroy. That momentous speecm by the Premier 
Was not hailed wnh anything ’ike enthusiasm in any quarter of nationa- 
Hsl India. Woxdsr-Woids— Words— this is how die utterance was 
msially assensd In IdUa. It did not make one definite prooosal rela- 
ong to any gnesMon of vital importance. Tbs Oonferenoe had not said 
dm leat wm-no Slid dm Vmm* But die mBadnary wosdi dmt it 
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liid nyt did not oltfify a important inue. No ono had demanded or 
aipaoled anything like a oompletea pictnrei but still all had hoped ttat 
mndi of tte miat would rise as the result of the plain talks of rae 
British and Indian delepdes across the table, and show witli rellaUe 
cert^ty tibe position ot one party in relation to that of tlio other* In 
other words, both rides of the game would place all their important 
cards on the table. But did they do anything of the kind 1 Inspite of 
fluent protests of sincerity and mutual adaptability, they seemed to many 
to play a game of hide and seek. 

XXVIII. The Indian Dei.ec;ati> 

It is doubtful if the Indian ^dclegsito^** had all placed their real 
cards on the table. They hardly felt theiiHolves in a position to do so. 
They found themselves in a narrow steep i;orgo where they could hardly 
feel themselves masters of their own movoinent. On the one hand, they 
felt the hard, massive rock of the Indian determination to bo 11*00 
represented by the Congress ; and the key to the Indian position was 
in the hands of a frail prisoner, clad in loin cloth, shut up iu the 
Yervada Jail. They tlicmselves had no power to move or negotiate that 
rock. On the other hand, they felt likewise the equally hard rock of 
British deterroinatiou not to part lightly and injudiciously with any vital 
part of the authority it cxcrcUcs over India. There were some 
in the Conference who would care to place the communal interests 
above the interests of the nation as a whole. They would not care to wait 
for a free India to make the necessary communal adjustments. A free 
India would mean to them an Itidia not only ruled but tyrannised 
over by the majority. Communal adjustments were, therefore, a condition 
precedent to their co-operating in any scheme of responsible national 
government in India. Either Jiniiah’s fourteen points or none of any 
responsible constitution devoid of British control — those were tlie only 
possible alternatives present in their thoughts. The Premier would, of 
course, most obligingly oiler to stand aside in any eflbrt made by the 
Indians themselves to make up their communal difleronccs. But 
Communaiists alone had been invited to the I^ndon Conference. And 
those who had invited them knew that they were commnnalists. Yet it 
was known that there were others in the various communities of 
India who were not communaiists but were iiatLonalists. 

Then there were other delegates who. while volunteering to join 
with British India in a federal constitution, would claim an wc^lage 
or representation beyond their actual weight and yet womd 
not care to submit to any obligation to have their treaties readiusted 
with reference to the uow order about to dawn in India, or to 
have the new order extended or introduced into their own 
dominions. 

Lastly, there were still other<{ who believed in the possibility of getting 
at their destination through quarter-way and half-way houses. Tmy are 
believers in evolution and not retrolution. They are content to have a lift 
given to^tbem now and then, and find themselves, each time, at a **pro- 
gresrive’* stage, where they wilt wait holding their souls in patlenea, tiU 
the time comes for the next lift There may be some little dUthieiioe 
amongst the votaries >t thi? the number of the stages 
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rtqolnd to pass bebfs fht god is nodied, ood Ihs isngib of 

tho periods of wsiting on the rood. Bat they ore all agreed olxnit this 
--mgltate for the whole and get what you can. Work with whatever 
yon get and agitate for more. This is Indian "^Liberalism/^ If some 
of them made high*pitched demands in the Conferenoe, and ofieoted 
a mood of sticking to them whatever the consequences miid^t be^ it 
was because they felt that their demands, however hk^ coaU 
never .be higher than the Congress demand for indepenmmee, for 
udd^ an ‘^active’* section of the nation had been potting op a 
most determined fight Tn foot they felt that; thoogh not of the 
Congress, they were being solidly and powerfully backed by tlie Congress, 
in making their demand high. The Congross was then the son risen on the 
horlson, and to shine and attract notice for the **00000608” of government 
waa to catch and reflect as much light of the Congress as possible. For, 

K omably, many of them had small llgiits of their own : they conid ahino 
kt only in reflected lights. TheCongroas fight going on India braced 
many of them up to sing in heroic verses. They could make their 
demand at the counter for delivery of the goods, b^nso they thought 
that price was being paid for them in ample, sterling cash in India. 
Bot not being the actual fighters, or not being authorised to speak 

for the actual fighters, they could never feel certain of their 

poaition. They could never be sure that the Coni^ess would be able to 
exert pressure enough to bend the back of the mighty British Oovem- 
ment, and make it accede to its full demand. Not being in the fighting 
line, they never knew the fighting strength of the Congress. The Oon- 
gx%n might collapse at any moment under the tremcnoons pressure of 
tM government, or it might siicoessfully withstand it and ultimately 
wfo. Thore was as yet no sure indioation of what was going to happen. 
How far were the belligerents really prepared to go ? A third party, 

not necessarily sitting on the fence, but interested in the 

game, always finds itself in a position of uncertainty, and consequent 
vacillation, while it is wntchiag the game. It never knows the mind 
of either partyt and can never foretdl its fortune. It was no wonder, 
therefore, that many of the Indian delegates made exemplary speeches 
in the plenary aession of the Conference, but their actual performanccH 
did not idways appear to have been to the tune of their hc^ce. Some 
of fbem, if not most of thorn, found tbomselvos diminished enough in 
the varions sub-oommittees deliberating behind the niirda, to slide 
snugly into the robes of small; one need cot say timid, politioiaiis. 

XXIX. Not crEsn is their misd.s or XAcnri. The Feei^er. 

Wo need not pursue the subjeot farther, but it can hardly be ques- 
tioned neitner the Brltiih Goveromeot nor the Indiao delsgaCes 

wore olaar in thdr minds or in their tactics. The fight was still going 
on In foil vigonr, and the R T. C. was p*x>bably meant simply as a 
Msr. Iseler served two purpoees. It showed that evon the Prio- 
cea a^ Britiah Indian delqgatea, moderate in their bent and ontlook 
jthoiu^ they wsrst oonU not wholly shat their eyes to the reaUtiea of 
thtlmHan sitaation. The Ffomier wanted tiiem to look at oertain 
isaBti«rHha oomsumal clashes, minorities, and so forth ; bnt thiQr 
oonM not alkqEsfhtr rsfiain from looking at other realities also— Ihc 
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grim radity of the effort bciof^ made in Indm-^shewiiig the detomdnation 
of the iiadoo to achieve freedom. All of them had* therefore, 
demanded responsible governmciit to be realiaod as soon as possible. 
The other purpose served by tlie R. T. O. was tlie practically unani- 
mous attitude of the British parties with regard to the kind of conce- 
ssion they were prepared to make to the Indian demand* There might 
be uncertainty almiit oUkt things, but none about the kind or nature of 
Britain’s present offer to India. Immediate and full-fledged responsible 
government or dominion status was out of the question ; there must be 
stages of transition which could not forthwith bo indicated and dehned 
in the constitution to be pn^seiitly fnimcd ; that is to say, no time 
limit could be laid for India rc.*iching her journey’s end. The given 
constitution might not grow and expand into an ampler and ampler 
form of responsible government by any automatic device ; but that 
each future stage of progress would have to be dotorminod by further 
coiisultatiou and deliberation, and presumably, by menus of a bill passed 
through the Parliamciit. A previous Dechiration of Parliament had stated in 
so many words that the British Parliaineut and none other would be the 
sole judge of the time* and rate of each fiitiiro advance. The Report 
did say of conrse that thorj wonJd be a constitutional stock-taking in 
India after ten years ; and the Tory government in power redeemed 
that pledge by stniding out to India an all-white Commission. There was, 
however, no iiiidi^rtaking in tlic pledge that future enquiries in India would 
be made for the sole pur()osc of detcrtoiniiig what further advance 
should be made in the matter of responsible goveninicnt India is liko 
a child in her politiciil traditions, and must be taught the lesson of 
democracy. Hct tusk-maHtcr could, and should, begin with the rudiments 
of the western art of govoriiiMcnt only. No risk aiid no false step 
must bo Likoii. Jii brief, England was inoroly CTpeHmmting with de- 
mocratic institutions in India. And whether to proceed or go back 
would depend upon the success or otherwise of the cxperiinofit. And 
who was to judge that the cxpcrimc'iit was succeeding or failing ? The 
British Parliament. Had not Britain undertaken a high* iinpcrial mission 
to fulfil in India ? Hud it nut been to lift India out of morass and slough 
of medievalism in which she had been wallowing for long centuries ? 
8upix>se she had been ; but like Japati, Chino, Turkey and other coun- 
tries of the **backw:ird, uiiprogrcssivc” R'lst, could she have not risen out 
of the morass if left to herself ? 

XXX. The Biutihii Mi.vd in wobk in relation to India. 

WHiatcvcr tlic tnic answer iiiiglit be, tliis, in fact, was the 
British mind when making the Dcfclaratioii in ndation to India 
after the conclusion of the War. And this, substantially, 

continued to be the British tiiind in the year 1930-31. No body 
knew bow long further it would continue. All the British parties were 
agreed tliat India could be given scif-govcrnment with only adequate 
checks and safeguards ; and that also in reasonably cautious and safe 
instalments. The British anxiety, os to the future relation of Britain to 
India, was peeping out of the hnxe of words which was the momentous 
utterance of the Premier ou the iOUt of January. Ho professed, os we 
have seen, the sincerity of his iiiteiitions In regard to Iiidia*-a sincerity 
whichf as we have seen also, must have been not a reaaanring kind of 
9 
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sincerity in so for as the aspirations of nationalist India were concerned* 
The Indian Delesates, on the other hand, conld not be snre of themseives, 
because they could not be sure cither of the attitude of the Congress 
or of the attitude of the British Government ; because there was no 
knowing as yet as to the final issue of the struggle going on in India, and 
the final accommodation of Britain to India. Maulana Mahomed AH and 
some other delegates had indeed asked the British Government to lay 
their cards on the table as Mahatruaji did on a later occasion. Maho- 
med Alh for instance, had asked for a charter of freedom ; for. he was 
not prepared to go back to a slave country with a ‘slave charter’’ in 
his pocket. Such a charter would not brace him up to face the situa- 
tion in his mother country. Representatives of communities, such ns 
they were, did not feel that they could adjust themselves to ouc another, 
unless they knew to what and under what conditions they must 
adjust themselveSft Thay were iiatiinilly eager, therefore, to know the 
government mind. 

XXXI. Government not knowing its own mind. 

But the Government itself hardly knew its own mind. It was de- 
cided on the general principle that the British must insist on stages 
and safeguards in having to accede to the demand made by 

India. And Lord Peel certainly did not stand alone when he threaten- 
ed to withdraw from the Conference if it should refuse to discuss and 
provide adequate safeguards. He was more outspoken perhaps than 
others, but he was, nevertheless, typical. As regards the matter of sta- 
ges, euphemistically called period of transition, there was also consen- 
sus of opinion. But the British politicians were not in a position to 
say when challenged — ‘‘these must be the stages or this the duration of 
the period of transition ; and these must be the minimum safeguards 
to begin with.” As a party to a detennined fight still going on, 
they could hardly be expected to be ready with a cut and dried for- 
mula of peace-making. Such a formula can be thought of when the 
fight has been very nearly fought to a finish — when one party has fully 
measured his sword with the other party. Kach may have certain pre- 
conceived ideas or plans of its own ; but these have got to be cons- 
tantly modified witli reference to the stress of new facts and 
coming events. The Premier was, therefore, quite right when 
ho told the world that the First Conference called to London 
was but preliminary and preparatory, leading to a final and more repre- 
sentative Conference to be called later. He had, of course, the possible 
Congress representation in mind. But he did little, if anything, in the 
spee^ referred to, to make that representation possible. He was not 
prepared to proclaim an armistice or general amnesty as long as the party 
of Civil Disobedience continued to be up in arms against authority. That is, 
the “rebels” must first lay down their arms, and then they could be called 
in for consultation. It is the familiar attitude of the Powers that be every- 
where. Moreover, the Premier in that momentous speech had not deigned to 
anbnekld lus armour. He was in a fighting mood both as regards the 
civil lesisters in India and the extreme Left Wingers of his own party, 
who had been perpetually heckling and wonyung him. TMs is what 
he said in that spe^h : ^ut do believe me, my Indian friends^ Left- 
Wing, Centre, or Right, I am one of those who believe that he who 



TBEONEFAOrTOBBFACBBSD « 

■tin enmity between peoples it not goiiHi to advinee Uberty in the 
,woild : he who spreads enspieioof he who makes oo-op<nitioo imposdblei 
is not one of those ai^ts for good that the world in its present 
distrsoted frame of mind is so much in ncod of ” Ereelloot sentiment 
excellently expressed. But who was he that was stirring enmityt 
spreading suspicion and making co-operation impossible ? Mahatma 
Gandhi? Had not Mahatma Gandhi tried every possible avenue of 
co-operation before turning out a ‘‘seditious fakir and rebePY Had there 
been in living memory a person more a cy-operator by temperamenti more 
charitable to his enemies, if Indeed ne had real enemies, than he ? 
What does the nationalist mind of India think ? The British Government 
should know this. The Indian National^ Congress^ aftmr peering more 
than a quarter of a century in making more or less futile appeals to the 
British sense of justice and fairplay ror the redressment cl the many 
wrongs that India has boon heir to, was forced under sheer pressure of 
events to launch upon a policy of noii-coperation in the carlto twenties 
of the present century ; and hi tory has not yet forgotten the course of 
events leading to the adoption of tluit policy. Nor has history forgotten 
the circumstances under which the Gandhi-Irwin December talks 
in 1929 had failed and Civil Disobedience was started. Had not Qandhiji 
actually **gone upon his knees’’ to crave the requisite gesture from the 
Diitish Government that the matter of the granting of Immediate dominion 
status to India would be taken up in right earnest by them ? Had the 
Viceroy even cared to reply (except foriqplly and curtly) to the historic 
document that Gandhiji had sent to his Excellency prior to his 
march to Dandi ? Was not that document conoeived in the noblest of 
purposes and full of sweetest reasonableness ? This, in substance, was the 
nationalist view. But to a section of the official mind he was then perhaps 
more a fanatic and visionary than a pr£^wtical politician to take serious 
notice of. Subsequent developments, however, showed what a colossally 
dynamic agent for mass wakening in India the little seditious Fakir was. 


XXXII. The Ohi Fact To Be Faced 

We need not go into recent history, and turn up the graves of 
the *'fatal” events. In peace let them rest. The one fact to bo squarely 
faced was this : India was demanding her very birtli-right ; she ceitaittly 
meant no ill to anybody— much less to the Englishocan with whom, 
culturally and otherwise, she has been associated for well nigh a oouplo 
of centuries. Though foreign rule may not have proved an unmixed 
blessing, yet she fcc:i» that she must remain grateful for whatever of 
value she has gained through such association. In winning and consolidat- 
ing her freedom, she requires and would welcome the helpful co-operation 
of her former ruler. Out she was det rmined not to allow either past 
traditions or former associations to stand-in the way of her self-realisation 
as an emancipated India, And while other nations, in their fight for 
freedom, had chosen the patl of violencjfc and hate, she ch Ato path 
of non-violence and suflering. She thou^t she could win her point by 
making the heart of the ruler change in rerponse to her elemeotary and 
just demands. 
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XXXIII. On The Bkink Of A Downward Gradient 

Of courso, in a va?*t country like India, some part of national effort 
was almoRt Riirc to drift irjto the dark channels of violence ; and as the 
cx-Prcsidcnt Patel had expressed liis f<»ar, it might be that India was just 
on the brink of the downward gradient of a violent revolution, and that 
Mahatnm Gandhi was tlu* ono force holding her back from a career down 
that bloody incline. Many already have been deeds of violence, and it 
does sometimes look like the rr^ and erratic c’lrve of violence steadily 
rising to lurid protninenec in I/idia. This is unfortunate, taking all things 
into consideration. KIsewhere vre tried to briefly set out the equation of 
the curve — the factors which have contribiited to it. Nevertheless, 
the fact remains that tin* non-violent experiment on a national scale 
was tried in India, and the hict results hcemed to many to justify the 
hope of its organisers that by this one weapon India would be able not 
only to achieve her own end«, but to clear a path for distracted human- 
ity in the wilderness of distrust and confusion in which it now finds 
itself almost lost. History had yet to iironouncc this hope a delusion. 
Hut there were sonn* Hritish ht.'it^snien who, though they seemed to 
have done little more than to have played with the question of world 
disarmament and iiiternafional peace, find who had endorsed the pursuit 
of ail uniinuginative ])olicy in d(*aling with a deep but substantially non- 
violent Indian unrest, turned nmnd, almost as accusing and 
wrathful angels, to Maliatma Gandhi himself across the seas. 

Many lionestly believed and wanted the world to believe that India 

seiisclcssly and needlessly turned to give battle to a party >vhich was quite 
open and amenable t»> reasoned argument and peaceful negotiation. 

XXXIV. The Ektkst or R^^spoxsk «y the Hnirisii Government 

Suppose they w’er^ right ; but wint, in fact, was the extent to 
which the Hritish Government found itself prepared to go even after 
the country had undergone so miieh suffering ? Condit’in.s favourable 
to peac*efiil settlenienf ^lid not .«ceui to be much in 
evidence. Kven while lln* ‘,!^-eniier was getting ready with his 
momentons doelarati<Kj, foiir Sholapur prisoners were hangcfd 
on tiie r2th., in ilisroganl of the numerous iictitiona for mercy 

that hiid Ix en m.ule on ilieir h« half from many parts of India, 
rho-o pviiimns hml m puyoil tUM the eoilty should go scot free, but 
only tl it th« ie d«’:ifh e \,r ehanged into ono for transpor- 

tali.in. I'ot (*ov<*rj:fn< ir thought i.i *0 n)h*w the law to take its course, 

riie .} ^ li**w • ' !int. j t nati just when the London Con- 
i', M.-' ne aring 'i;. ♦■n;i of vh lilx rations and the Premier was 

djoia : ‘ .. .,ke hi> p •nonm It emed as if the clouds wore 

going to thkla n and :.ot ^ h ir n\>. SirLtiT influences might or might not 
ha\.* b« en at work to nmi .o* d» '.av -eltlemehi. It wa.s unfortunate again, 
liowevt-r, liial hangit^g -‘iin;’' o tai the eve of another great effbrt*~ 
mean the it^m t t. be m id%^ hy Mahatma Gandhi to win the Karachi 
Congi-css over to the -eb. I h* i he had made with Lord Irwin. 

Hhagat Singh, Rajguru and Siikdev were hanged on the eye of the 
Karachi ('ongress in disregard li -t oily of the almost universal piayer 
for mercy (for commutat’ou ot the death sentence), but also, as it 
appeared, in spite of the bvM , t mh.avoi ^ s of Mahatmaji himself to 



60 


EXTENT OF RESPONSE BY BRITISH GOVT. 

gave their lives. The Pact had not been very favourably received in 
the country, particularly in view of the fact that the pact had not been 
followed by general amnesty which all had hoped lor in its train. 
Only the Working Committee members had b^^ on rcloaaed to begin 
with, and the Government were letting i ut the non-violent prisoners by 
driblets— a fact tliat, in the eyes of Congressmen, not only lacked 
grace, but, in many instances, involved breaches of the terms 
of the Pact itself, llie Bengal detenus and the Meerut prisoners were 
not to be released. Rebounding on such » frame of the natic nal mind, 
the Bhagat Singh banging sent such a w^ve of feeling throughout the 
length and breadth of the coiintr>% that if scorned as if the provisional 
truce made by Mahatmnji with Government were in utter jeopardy# 
and there wore no chance of the Pact being favourably received 

and ratified by the Congress. The event undoubtedly meant an 

accession of strengtli to the party ^‘*belicving in violent revolution. 
The youth of Iiulin, that Mr. MacDonald bad expected in his 
January Declaration to turn to constructive work and make for 
peace, was so deeply perturbed by the Bhagat Singh affair— 

that a section of it was in no mood for listening to counsels of peace and 
conciliation, but was, in some instances, frankly militant against the General 
himself in high command. It was not tliat the creed of the youth of 
India generally was or is violence. But the fact remains that the hot 
blood of youth is susceptible especially to the germs of violence if 
these should happen to be in the air. And the Bhagat Singh affair 
helped, directly and indirectly, to spread infection. It brought a 

comparatively iiornml affair into all-Indin prominence and celebrity, 
setting the crown of martyrdom on tlic heads of those that were 
executed. Even the Congress had to pass a resolution referring to 
the misguided solf-lcssnosH of the sufferers, though, of course, it strongly 
condemned the crime itself and the 'cult and method of violence. 
Without such a resolution from the Congress rostrum, — so the Congress 
thought, — the youth of the nation could hardly ’be appeased# and 
veered ^ound to the view-point and programme of fhe Congress. In 
fact, it had been gravely feared that th^^ongress would be shipwrecked 
on the rock of that unfortunate event. /The innati commonsense of the 
nation, its r.])precintion of the tremenduus importanco of the momentous 
issues hanging in the balaiioe, and above nil, the enormous personal 
influence of Mahatmnji, contributed to the averting of the disaster. 
The event and its aftermath v ?Te such as to make one fear that by 
that one bomb-slicll the Coiigross— t*ie one i)Owerful political orga- 
nisation in India— would be broken to pieces, and the political influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi— having such magnetic hold over the imaginatioa 
and feelings of thrc'^ hundred millions of his fellow counUymen — would 
be shattered. Fortunately, such fears were belied, and the Left-wingers 
were induced to join the Centre and the Right make an united front 
and a solid phalanx of Indian determination for winning freedom by 
concerted action in accordance with< Uie non-vioicnt creed of the 
Congress. 

XXXV. The Official Apologia. 

The Government spdtesmcn simply said that they had thoui^t fit to 
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let the law take ite course, and that they had not infriosed any of the 
terms of the Pact in doinn what they had done. No, they had not, accord- 
ing to the letter of the pact But should they not have looked deeper 
into It— deeper than they appeared to have done ? What could the 
pact be woi^, if the necessary peaceful atmosphere for the working of 
it did not exist, or were not created, and if the tem^r of the nation 
wer^ worked up into such heat tliat the Congress could not and dare 
not ratify the Pact? It is no nse making a pact, and then to create 
difficult conditions for it. The »event undoubtedly made the task of 
Mahatmaji still more difficult. |t had been difficult already in view of 
the unsatisfactory nature of some of the terms of the Pact, and owing 
to the failure of the Oovcriimcfit to follow up their gesture of goodwill 
by the declaration of general amnesty, or at any rate, by an oi^er to 
release the Meerut prisoners undergoing a protracted trial, and the un- 
fortunate Bengal detenus clappej into prison on police suspicion. 

XXXVI. The Psychology ast> Logic of Officialdom 

We shall not try to look into the inner working of the official mind. 
It has a psychology of its own. And also its own logic. It docs 
sometimes actions« unnecessary and unreasonable to lay intelligence, for 
^ grave reasons of state.’^ Possibly, having made the Pact with the Con- 
gress, “the one potential and active political factor”, and released some of 
its prominent leaders^ it felt that it had conceded too much or just enough 
to an agitation seeking to nndertiiine authority itself; now it must not 
only say ”thu8 far and no further,’^ but apply the brake and tighten the 
screw. Because the Pact had been made, authority had not ceased 
to be itself ; and it was not going to lyend its back before any and 
every surge of po]iul.ar clamour and ahlar. To do so is to weaken 
authority it'^elf, the very found.atloii upon which the structure of every 
ordered Government rests. When time comes. Government will hand 
over to Indians the key to (he structure of Indian Government, with 
its foundations firm and intact Only such a structure will be a legacy 
worthy of Britain to leave f<»r Aidia, and worthy of India to receive 
from Britain. ' 

Wo shall refrain from making any comments. There is undoubtedly 
something to be iiigcd for the Government side of the case. The fact, 
however, should never be forgotten that India was grimly in earnest 
to get into her birth-right possession ; ar.d tli.at she could be trusted 
to tokc cjirc enough to see that the foundations were firm and strong 
enough to support the structure, h'or, will not that structure be her 
owiu abode in life and in death ? If the roofs should come down in a 
ernsn, who will ]>oris!i or snfler more than she ? 

Not only in respect of the authority of law, but in all other vital matters, 
it is India’s own primary concerr to nrra gc and impleinont dependable 
and durable insurances for all her vital |K)ssessions. Defence- forrign rela- 
tions, financial credit and stability, '' the ni mil credit ” on which the 
Premier preached his sermon, internal onlcT and tranquillity, adjust- 
ment of minority interests,— are not : i* these India’s own first and 
primary concerns, not liable to bo wilfully jeopardised or lightly n^ 
!«cted by her? 
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XXXVU. No Sign Of ^'Weaksninq’’ 

We have above a glimpse of the situation in India— -though the 
Bhagat Singh incident was a later affairHust before the Piremier^a 
Declaration in January. Repression was going as strong as ever. 
As the darkest hour of the night is nearest the dawn, so the 
bitterest aspects of a fight may be existed just before the peace 
feelers and parleys. Each side gathers itself up, so to say, for dealing 
a blow that will tell most— in the coming' t peace negotiations. Fon it is 
strength that tells not only in war but alto in peace* An opponent 
that should shew signs of softening and weakening in the last phase of 
the fight, might be lightly dismissed when time came for settling accounts 
with him. Now, whatever tlio causes and. reasons might have been, it 
was a fact that the Government had shevf:^ no sign of softening and 
weakening before the Premier’s declaration of policy. And not oven after 
that We referred before to the Sholapur executions. Wo might have 
also referred to the very severe police reactions in connection with 
the hartals and demonstrations in Bon^bay following close upon these 
executions, in which three hundred |)crroiiH were reported to have 
received more or less serious injuries. Police 'offensive” against 
Confess organisations— most of which had been declared unlawful- 
continued unabated. We need not pile up instances of which there 
was no dearth. The official figures of casualties on the side of the 
^ple were themselves sufficiently telling. On the 26th of January, Sir 
James Crerar, replying to questions put by Hanga Tyer and Qayaprasad 
Singh, informed the House that up till the end of July last (1930X more 
than 50,000 peraons had been convicted for satyagrahav 101 persons had 
been killed and 497 wounded. The rates were certainly maintained 
after that date. A 

XXXVIII. OmmNCJ REAijnF.8 

Such, in fine, was the situation in India when the Premier declared 
the intentions of the British Government in regard to India. He 
advised the delegates to grip certain ^^ealitics ; but the delegates 
might as well have ask^ him to *do likewise* That a very 
considerable section of the Indian people had been very much in 
earnest about Indian emancipation : this was the sole i^ity that 
counted. Everything else was immaterial. And British rulers in India 
or British statesmen in England should never have permitted themselves 
to forget to take adequate and timely note of this. Mr. Churchill and 
others of his way of thinking could never bring themselves to 
believe that the material reality of the Indian situation was just 
this and no less than this. Failing to realise this, they thought that 
only a few hard blows consistently and timely dealt would knock the 
bottom out of Indian resistance to constituted authority, and keep the 
empire aafe for generations of BritishersY They nersistently accusea the 
Indian government at home pursuing a |^)Iicy of defeatism. These men 
were in the dark of medieval ignoranoe about the present vital tendenefea 
in Eastern lands and peoples, and if ignorance was bliss with them, it was 
ooi likely that the Indian agitation would shake them up from their 
blissfiil self-oomphoency. O&er revolutions in other countries, bloody 
though these had been, had not disturbed their bliss. Nothing could 



INDIA IN HOME POLITY 


i2 

■hake their faith iu the eflBcacy of strong measures. Bat while these 
men were in the dark* others in a more responsible position were in the 
twilight of uncertainty and vacillation. 

XXXIX. TwnjoHT OF Uncebtainty and Vacillation 

The British Premier, Mr. Macdonald, did not yet seem to have gripped 
the vital reality of the Indian situation. If he had fully and clearly seen 
the reality, he would have hesitated to come forward with proposals, how 
ever tentativcf which adumbrated an Indian constitution, *'with sweeping 
reservations and illusory powers,^^ ns he did, according to Congress 
stock-taking, in his Janiihfy Declaration. No body would think 
of V. J. Patel as an irresponsible politician. He made a statement 
on that Declaration from his sick bed in Botnbay. After making 
a fairly just and correct' appraisement of the assets and liabilities of 
the Indian situation, this is what he says : ‘The offer contained in the 
Prime Ministers statement is an offer of shadow and not of substance, 
and is bound to unify the Congress ranks. Tne triple reservations 
(army, foreign affairs and ffnance) agreed upon arc so wide and are of 
BO sweeping a character as to swamp all elements of responsibility.^^ He 
then preceded to add that a dominion status without control over Fis- 
cal Policy and Military Policy is a contradiction in terms. And the 
last words of the statement said what others had also been saying : 
*‘If that Declaration were to stand as the last word on the side of the 
British Qovernment on the Indian question, and not meant simply as a 
feeler, the struggle must go on. To make it the last word, would be to 
refuse to face the realities of the Indian situation.^’ 

No body yet knew whetlier it was meant to be the last word or the 
first or the middle. The Government might or might not have been 
baigaioing or canvassing for their commodities. Bui India as 
represent^ by tlie Congress was, at any rate, in no mood for haggling 
ana bargaining. It would be satUfiod with nothing less than the subs- 
tance of freedom. Half mciuurcs in conciliation (of which concUiation- 
oum-repression is a most edl^jing variety) or in reform would never 
satisfy it 

XL. Substance And Shadow 

Let us, therefore, for 090 moment look at the proposals as the 
nsrionatisti^ generally, looked at them. It was evident to &em 
fhst in tlie outline scheme adumbrated by the Prime Minister, 
the reservations were the substance, while the powers conceded to 
die representslives of the people were the shadow. One h^ not 
to reso between the lines to percrive this. Provincial Autonomy is to be 
glinted ; but of what sort ? Ministers will be in charge of the subjeetsb 
and there will be their ioint responsibility to the L^EUsture. This 
aomids very wdL But me Qoyemor will be given such reserve powers 
that the eaising antociatic basis of administratioo will practically ramain in 
tact The Ocvwnor it to see to it that die conatitudon works snaoolUty and 
otdersdly and solveadv. He have soch etatotcry poweri as he will 
raqoirs to faaplseMBt Us deoisioas with a view to dis^aiging the fun- 
damental oUntiona' thus laidon him. The King in jEngjland of oourse 
holdi many lAssent powers ; wot those powers are almost never eisr- 
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died. British demoericy has developed oertaio powerfdl sanolloiis and 
ereated certsio inviolable traditionfi» which ptmndo the possibility of 
any avtocrstie powers being ezerdsed by ary single persoii 
or ^op of persona The King, for instance, can act only duoni^ his 
ministei^ who are formally chosen by him. bot are, in fact, the respon« 
dUe servants of the people. The andogy of old democratic countries as 
regards reserve powers, residual powers, and so forth, vesMd in the gover- 
nors or presidents or ministers, and so forth, is not an appropriate analogy 
in India. India cannot as yet think in terms of England, America or 
France. She is just emerging out of an*‘ ‘‘irresponsible^’ 8>stem of adminis- 
tration. There is, therefore, need here for extra caution so hr as the new 
rights and privileges of the people are concerned. If anything require 
to be safeguarded more than any other thing, it is these rights. People 
will commit mistakes, but it is only through mistakes that they will learn 
the lesson of rectitude. To continue tjk ovcrlordship of the governor or 
some such agent not responsible to the legislature, is to perpetuate the 
conditions under which they have not learned, and arc never likdy to 
learn, the fundamental lessons of responsibility. 

XLI. Triple Overlordrhip 

And in the proposed order, the overlordship would appear to be a triple 
one. First, there was the governor not responsible to the provincial legis- 
lature holding wide reserve powers. Secondly, there was the Central 
Ooveroment which would supervise the affairs of, that is, control, the pro- 
vinces. Not only in federal matters, but, ultimately, in the domestic matters 
of the provinces also. And the supreme ovcrlordship would be that of the 
British Parliament. Provincial autonomy would thus only be “gloriffed 
local self-government” as Mahatmaji said on a later occasion. It is not 
the case of autonomous provinciu iipits freely associating by means 
of a convention, independently ot the British Parliamentf to form 
a federal onion, to which certain of their original powers are dele- 
gated, but all residual powers remaining with them. In a case like this, 
the provincial units are in the position of principals, and the federal 
government in that of their agent in r»pect of certain common interests. 
You invert this natural order if you rontemplate an essentially autocra- 
tic government at the centre, and allow it to lord it over the provinoial 
unite forming the federation. As regards the substantislly irrMponsible 
riuuracter of the central government, the Report or the Declaration left no 
manner of doubt Defence and foreign relations were to be frankly reserved. 
Gusrantees to the services must not be disturbed. The Governor* 
General shall be tlie final authority as regards public traoquility and adjusl- 
ment of the interests of the minorities. There would be fioanew autonomy 
with this vital reservation, viz, the Public Debts would remain saero- 
sant and Currency and Exchange policy must be such as to receive the seal 
and imprimatnr of the Governor-General. All this because the moral ersdit 
sod financial stability of India were at stake. Adequate provisioo miist» of 
course, be made for ttie financing of thdreserved 8obieeliS’--tlie moot impoct- 
^ of which is Defence. That is to ssy. Army would oontfam to have—* 
the Indian Sandhurst and “Indianisation*’ bring still in a nebolons 
end tentative stage— iU fall lion's bite of Indian revenue, Ik 
wae generally thought thid under such financial amngementi the new 
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oonld hsfdljr be in a position to carry tbfooeli imy oom^ 
benalve ii^ of natioii-boildinff mtmiiig at mass uplift and emancipation. 
We need not make any rema» on &e nebiilooa proposal of an Indian 
Beaenre Bade. 


XLH. Coxsmunos that will Wobk 

The Prenuer wanted to ipve us a constitution that would work. 
But oonld it posribly woik ? Was any constitotion likely to work which 
did not aecnre aobstantial su^^ort of Nationalist India or of Ae 
Conicress for the matter of that ? And was it likely that after courting 
so ffludb suffwing and making such sacrifices, the Congress would ^ve its 
consent to any scheme of government which, in its opinion, did not 
confer upon India the substance of independence ? Was it ))08sibie 
to work successfully any constiMion ignoring the Congress and other 
progresdve nationalist patties ? many people asked this, and waited for 
an answer. 

XLIII. The Three Iixusioxs 

The fact of the matter is that the British Government was, as we 
have said, groping in the twilight of uncertainty and mental confusion. 
They were clear about one thing : British interests in the new Indian 
Dispensation most as far as possible be safeguarded. But how far—they 
could never be sure. But they should beware of three illusions : first, that 
die Indian unrest was supi^cial and restricted, and could, therefore, be 
dedt with fay strong mvemment on the one hand, and doles and sops of 
lefonn on the other. Secondly, that any measures that undermined people’s 
allegiance and alienated their co-operation, or tended to do this, could 
mike for strong or even workable government. India might or might not 
have been conquered by the swoyd. But it is absolutely certain that it is 
not being held by the sword alone or mainly. The basis of the whole 
struotnre has not been fear of British might principally, but faith in 
British justice and good-will, and co-operation ensur^ by and upon such 
faith. Whatever undermines thi?, undermines British Baj. ThMly, that 
British interests have auy chancif^ of being safe in an India simmering in 
discontent— -non-co-operating and boycotting, for cx.*imple— nnder a system 
of nnsympathetic and unimaginative policy. These are the three fatal illusions. 
Many British statesmen still seem to be labouring under all these illusions. 
Ibey yet bdl to bring themselves to realize tliat British interests are 
eldest in an India that has been fully tnisted and made contented. 

XLIV. Not Wholly in the Dark 

'ifet the British statesmen were not all of them wholly in the 
dark. Daring one of the lengthy debates in the House of Commons on 
matters Indian, the Premier, the Secretary of State for India, and also 
Mr. Baldwin niade some remarkable speeches, which indicated that they 
knew the oonaequences of followNc en unimaginative and unrespon* 
dve policy in regard to India. Either proceed with reform or march 
with British bayopeli from one end to the other of the Indian continent 
— thcae akemativea seemed to have already presented themsdves to the 
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miiid ol the Plraiiiie^ and alao^ tlMte o! aonia other afidinMii. EUmt 
miUtery antoemoy or reaponiibla goyernment And the CMoarai of 
military aatooraoy was beipnniog to show its feet of olay* They seemed 
to be so mindful of the rwity when repiymg to the Chorohill gang t 

XLV. Release or Mahatma Oamdri 

On die 25th January, the Vioeroy made an important statement 
ordering the release of Mahatma Gandhi and of all members of the 
Working Committee who still were or had before been in membership 
since the Ist of January 1930. The ban on the C. W. C* was also 
removed. The Viceroy was content to trust that **those who will be 
affeeted by our decision will act in the same spirit as inspires it" 
Mahatmaji was released at 11 o' clock on die 26tn. On that very day» the 
Independence Day demonstrations in Calcutta were giT«i> e demonatratloQ 
of **firmness", and the President of 6. P. C. C— Subhas Chante'-was ar- 
rested. So the god of peace and the god of war were still acting in 
concert ! 

We have lingered long enough perhaps on the subject of the 
R. T. CL A great deal of confusion of thought reqnins to be 
moved on both sides in connection with that affar We have 
tried to remove it a little. The key point of the Prime Minister's 
deolaratioo of policy was perhaps riie formula that safeguards 
in the Indian constitution should be in the ktereots of Indhu 
The period of transition leading ultimately to full responsibllfty 
— was a phrase which nationalist India did not set much store by. 
It might be the exprmion of a merely pious wish on the part m 
certain Englishmen leading nowhere perhaps. Even the phrase^ **in the 
interests of India," may not be absolutely beyond cavil and questton. 
There are, for instance, many Britishers who think or affect to tUnk 
that it is in the interest of India to be garrisoned, and to oontiaiie 
to be garrisoned, by British soldiers, and administered* and to continue to 
be administered, by British civilians. However that be» this phiise 
seemed to keep the door slightly open for negoth^don with the C oog re e s . 

XLYI. ** Pecuuab DimcuLTOEe " 

There is another point to which we must allude for a moment be- 
fore passiDg to take up the thread of narrative. British statesmen have 
invariably laid stress on the peculiar difficulties of the Indian case. 
Emasculation and lack of military training, communal and other dtter- 
ences, administrative inexperience, mass ignorance and political back- 
wardness— these are some of India's peculuur and formidable diffiooltiBS. 
But Indians have often asked Are not some of them creations of the 
administrative system itself under which India has been living ? That 
after nearly two centuries of British rule India still dnds herself 
labouring under some of these disqualifications reflects no mat 
credit on the policy timt had been allowed to work here. And* 
so it has been argued, India will never get rid of her disquaHflea- 
tions by continuing under a form of administration which created» 
or at least helped the creation and continuance of the disanaliflcations. 
India hopes tkid tiie New Dispensation will be such as to help her out 
of the "Virions circle" of her oifiknlties and 
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XLVIL COHOBE88 liEiLDBBS IN AN UnCOMFOBTABLE POSITION 

Now» left Et return to the narrative. Mahatmaji and some of the 
ConBreM leaders fonnd themselves in an uncomfortable position after 
their release. Most of their comrades in arms — the great bulk of the 
satyagrmhi prisoners — were not yet released. And they could not think of 
peace so long as their cornices were not sot free. Moreover, the 
policy of repression was still going on, thongh Mahatmaji had 
dselarsd himself as hungering for peace, and the Head of the Indian 
jgovemment had also made a peace gesture, and was, presumably, in a 
peace mind. But the brake had not yet been applied to the steam roller, 
or perhaps it could not yet be applied. The momentum was yet perhaps 
too great. So we find that in the first week of F'cbruary. the Congress 
Woiking Committee under the lead of Mahatma and Motilalji — who was 
still living, though on the veige of death — resolved to carry on the 
struggle in view of the policy of repression still followed by the 
Government Mass movement could not be called off till truce was declared 
**^his was their decision. Plans were also laid for holding the next 
session of the Confess. ^In view of the abnormal times”, the ordina- 
ry machinery for the election of the President was suspended, and the 
Ikrdoli Sailer Patel was declared President No worthier selection 
ooold have been made. 

Meanwhile, the affairs at Borsad ^-to name a specific ease— were re- 
ported to have been so unfortunate that there wore mammoth 
women demonstrations in Bombay in indignation and protest This 
event was important as showing that elements were still at work to 
mar the prospects of truce, even after the Prime Minister had declared 
his policy, and the Viceroy had made what, presumably, must have 
been a genuine and sincere peace gesture. 

XLYIII. Motilalji Pa&ses Away 

On the 6tb at 6-40 a. m. i:^8ed away that towering figure and 
masterful leader of India — Motilalji. If Mahatmaji has been called the 
spirit and soul of the Nationalist Movement, Motilalji must be called the 
heart and the brain of the Movement The loss sustained by the nation 
just when it paused for a moment at the parting of the way8---one 
pointing to farther struggle, and the other to truce, and possibly, to 
peace at last can never be repaired. For many months the Pun£tji 
mud borne on his own unaided shoulders— while practically all his com- 
rades had been clapped into what they called the ’^Honse of the Tree** 
—the entire burden of the duties of the Congress General Staff. 
And he had been ailing and dying by inches already when he had been 
in M Naini Jail and borne a chief share of the abortive peace labours. 
But he had the will to live, and he lived to see the breaking dawn of 
the auooess of the Congress cause for which no one had sacraced and 
toQod more than he. 

XIJX. Mahatmaji watts fob the B. T. C. Membebs. The Pact. 

Borne of the prombeut R.T.C members had wired from abroad request- 
ing the Conmee lenders to suspend jadment pending talks and die- 
cnssiuiis them on the rcsslte of ihelL T. C Mahatmeji did wait Idr 
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them* For a week moderate influences at Ananda Bhavan tried their levd 
best to soften and knead the attitude of the Congress leaders to the reqni* 
site degree of plimticity. Sapru, Jayakar, Shastri— wU eicelled themselves in 
the art of pleading and persuasion. But the wide cleavage between the R* 
T. C. view point and that of the Congress could not easily be nairowed 
or cemented. Meanwhile, Oandhiji had been in correspondence with the 
Viceroy, but the result was disappointing. It was at last arranged t^t 
Gandbiji and Lord Irwin should talk tlie matter over between tbm» 
and Oil the 17th Gandhiji left for Delhi in response to an Invitation 
from the Viceroy. Then began a most delicate, anxious and momentous 
negotiation between the two personages, during the course of which the 
Working Committee of the ('ongress had to bo summoned to Delhi to 
be in constant touch with llic developments, to receive Mahatmaji’s 
reports and advise him upon the points of reference. Lord Irwin, too, 
had to hold constant consultations with his Executive Council and with 
Whitelmll* Conversations, always anxious and sometimes nearing 
the critical ^ pointf would sometimes continue far into the night. 
The negotiation threatened to fimnder on the question of fiolice excesses 
mainly, but it was ultimately saved ; and on the 4th of Match, the 
Agreement was signed. Under its terms. Civil Disobedience was to be 
called off. The Government would release the non-violent political pri- 
soners, or those convicted of merely technical violence. The Ordinances 
would be withdrawn. There were ali?o several other clauses relating to 
the right to manufacture salt, right of peaceful picketing, and so forth. 
But we need not deal with them. The Pact was received with very 
mixed feelings in the couiitr)% Not many scrincd to bo satisfied with It. 
The Nawajawan Sabha called it a **betrayiir* ; Pundit Jawaharlal was 
rather despondent over it, and he asked, as many others asked with him 
— Was it peace nr truce only ? It was by many accepted as truce only, 
^me prominent politicians of Bengal preferred to reserve judmnent. 
There was no mistaking, however, ^be solid and almost united pwnaz 
of allegiance to the Supreme Congress Command. As soldiers all must obey 
the General : tliat was the slogan. About tlic middle of March, the Bri- 
tish Parliament debated on the new situation created by the Pact, and a 
general support of the policy of the Government making the Pact was 
the drift and outcome of the debate, in course of which, some remark- 
ably sensible speeches were made by Mr. Baldwin and others. 

L. Some Dark Happekjngh 

While preparations were being rushed through for the Ksrachi Con- 
gress, there were some very dark happenings to cast (heir ominous gloom 
on the mind of the nation. We referred before to the Bhagat Singh 
incident. The other incident— even more ominous than the ftmt-— was ue 
hapK^ning of very severe communal riots. The one at Cawnpore eclip- 
sed in magnitude and ferocity all others of its kind. Ike tri^ and 
heroic death of Ganeshshankar Vidyarthi during rescue work in the 
Cawnpore riot was, however, a silver lining to the dark and menacing 
cloud of communal brutality which darkened and disfigured the serene 
and spacious sky of India. 

LI. Eabacbi Congress 

We shall not say anything in particular about the Karachi Congress 


w IHDU IK HOHB VOUTT 

Iti^ Aoi^ die bnportuee of Ait gmt eveiifc and the imiee it nlied 
involved, overriiadowed the impcHrlnsce of nU oilier even^ The 
rearmed the lodepeDdeiioe Besolntion of Lehoreb end him- 
««a it into a shape definite raongb to be a plank for fatore Congress 
positioo, whetter in peace or in war”. It for instance, it was decided 
to send Gandhiji m Congress representative to treat with the British 
uovernmen^ he n^ht proceed to London with tiie Congress Besolnlron 
In nis pock^ . ^ The most notable achievement of the Congress was the 
new mutation it was able to give to the import and implications of 
Swaraj by its Declaration of what were called the Fnn&mental Rights. 
W inch declaratioot Swaraj was meant as a Swaraj for the masses, 
rnere was a ^wing party wedded to socialistic principles and methods, 
professing to be a party for the uplift and enfranchisement of the 
pwsMts and labourers. Now, Congress tried to accommodate itself to 
tms nsuig school of thought, without, hbwever, declaring itself a socialistic 
organisation. This it did consistently with the scheme of its constitotlon 
•• 5 oiganisation of India, in which all communities and all 

•hades of opinion, falling under a general category — the Greed of the 
Congress—are represent^. The Congress did not want to break away 
from the capitalist and other proprietory classes, but it felt that it must 
declaim itself for the poor millions who constitute 95 p. c. of the Indian 
There was also an youthful party in the Congress to whidi 
non-violence ma policy rather than creea This party was, moreover, un- 
Mmpromising in its attitude in relation to Complete Independence. It was 
felt that it might prove fatal to the Congress to force this vital section of 
a India into hostility. For, by such action, the cleavage already 

Mutmg between a non-violent and a violent India would be widened 
m deepened so as to engulf the strength and solidarity of united national 
L efficacy of the principle of non-violent suSering, 

which the Congress stood for and set so much store by. ElementSt 
wuch are not in Isith non-violent, would, nevertheless, fall in with the 
forces of the Congress oiganisation, if they could be roped 
" MMX harnessed to its services ; th^ might also be open to persuai^u 
aM ultimate conversion to the Congress vreed. Their want of buth in the 
Mficwy of non-violence and voluntary snflering might be replaced by 
Jby the magnetism as well as success of the momentous Gandhi 
erperimeat then being made in India. To leave an outcast and 

untouchable class oi^de the Congress panda], would be to vivisect the 
pafrh^sm of India into two mutiny destructive elements. Thlsipei^psi 
was the Congress position. 

Ln. CoKOBJSSs— ‘A Tbiumph Fob Gaudhiji 

The Congress was, undoubtedly, a triumph for the personality of 
Mahatma Chindhi also. No other leader could have veem round and 
oonveiged all the unreconciled, and apparently irreooncileble^ elements 
^ thought and sentiment into one definite focus of polunr* The 

Congress ratified the Phot An Working Committee was constituted 
liter HahatmaiPs chmoe. He had been the deoted Gensfal in 
the greiU offhndve ; and he was made the sole peacenmaker after tiis 
truce. On April 9| the Congress Eieeotfve fmniallj 
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wHIi Ub wnad to act as the aole plenipotentuuT. That it was thoiu||ht 
would be the quickest and best way of setting about the busiuess. Oandhiji 
wonldi however, submit all his plans before the W. C. for previous 
sanction, as he had done during the course of the Pact negotiatioos* 

IJII. Task Before Oandhiji— Twofold 

The task bsfore Oandhiji was primarily twofold. To ensure a rigid 
observance of the Truce terms both by the ^vcmment and by the 
people. This, as the sequel showed, was far easier said than done. SMond- 
Iv, to solve, or make an herculean effort to solve, the chief outstanding 
difficulties which continued to operate as a bar sinister to any effective 
advance of the Indian cause. We mean the difficulties connected with the 
question of minorities— Mussal mans. Sikhs, Depressed Classes, and last 
but not the least, the Native States. No body would for one moment 
pretend that difficulties did not lie in the spheres indicated. But, as we 
pointed out before, difficulties wore ouonnously stressed upon and 
accentuated, and made to loom larger and more formidable than 
they were In fact. One need not suggest that this was done 
intentionally by interested parties. It can never be wise to stress 
the self-seeking springs of man, especially when interests common 
to all must be steadily kept in view. Once talk of special 
privileges and reserved rights, and you will have always to continue 
in that strain. It is clementaiy human nature. The dark and diabolical 
communal happenings in India arc the Hfecta and not cutises of the 
communal emphasis. We have them because we^ have stres^^ed their 
springs, and created conditions for their spread in endemic or epidemic 
forms. Other countries have had their internal differences and troubles ; 
but this has nowhere been a reason sufficient for stopping or slacken- 
ing the fight for common emancipation. On the other hand, the 
existence of such clash of interests tending to keep a house always 
divided against itself, and, therefore, weak, has been the most vital 
reason why the movement for general emancipation should require to 
be speeded up. 

LTV, Consultations With Mosle3i Leaders 

Many anxious consultations were held with the Moslem leaders 
swearing by the fourteen * commandments’’ of Jinnah to reach a tMisis of 
settlement. And it must be noted that Moslem opinion itself was not 
undivided. The communal leaders could not, of course, be brushed aside 
M of little consequence. In the absence of anything like a referrendum, 
it was impossible to say, however, to what extent the oninion of these 
leaders r^ected the general sense of the great Mahommeaen community 
of India. But, on the other hand, it could not be doubted that then 
were in Moslem India more things than were dreamt of in the philo- 
sophy of Maulana Sbaukat All In the first place, in th'' N; W. 
Frontier Province ^here was, apparently, a very considerable mass 
of active and scad support for the Congress scheme of adult 
suffrage and joint electorates for all. Secjndly. amongst the political 
jail-goers during the last Movement, several thousands were Mnssal- 
mans ; and the number of Mussalman ‘*natiooaJists^ was not 
iocootiderable. Thirdly, amongst the leaders of the loovemenl als^ there 



8a IKDU IN HOIIE POLITY 

were many Mnssalmans, who certainly were men of poeition and 
infloence in their commnnity. In fact* an infinential party ii nationalist 
Hoelems was endadly forming in India, which might, it was thought, in 
the fulness of time, dominate the vast bulk of Indian Mohammedan opi- 
nion. It was the rising power which was certainly not going to pursue a 
defeatist policy. Dr. Ansari was the leader of this rising 
party ^with a future". While the comrounalist leaders were meeting to 
concert their plans of special electorates, majority in Bengal and the 
Punjab^ weightage in the minority provinces, 33 p. c. in the Central 
Legislature, and so on, the nationalist Moslem leaders were also up and 
doing. The Conference held at Lucknow— the original one and not the 
counter-blast — about the middle of April showed the other side 
of the shield that had ^en presented at Delhi. It is true that Gandhiji 
spoke of a certain blank cheque being given to the Moslems, if they 
should present to him an united demand. But such presentation was, 
from the very nature of the case, improbable. Gandhiji also made another 
vital proviso, vis., that any concession made to the Moslem demand 
must not involve perpetrating an injustice to any other minority. 
Nevertheless, the Hindu Mahasabba was much i^rturbed by the 
offer of Gandhiji. We need not trace more in detail the chequered 
career of the Hindu -Moslem entente-making which, unfortunately, did 
not come to fruition. It was openly hinted in some of the Indian 
papers that sinister influences, official and non-official, were at work to 
prevent the mahing of a settlement except on a communal basis. But 
no special importance should, we think, be attached to this. 

LV. Other Consultations 

Meanwhile^ consultations were also being held between Gandhiji and 
the members of the Lord Willingdon’s Government and many of the 
membei*s of the Federal Structure Committee. Anxious and delicate 
were also these consultations. It was impossible for the Congress agent 
to paxticipate in the R. T. C. unless its basis were broadened, and many 
questions which were supposed to have been settled were reopened. In 
other words, no usefol purpose would be served by Gandhiji's going to 
London, if the last R. T. 0 . had spoken the last word on some of the 
fundamental Indian issues. Were the proposals flexible, or were they 
rigid ? Were the fundamental issues to be opened de novo ? 

If the answer was in the affirmative^ Gandhiji was prepared to par- 
ticipate in the second R. T. C. If, however, the conveners of the 
R. T. C. still only kept an open mind, and were open to conviction as 
Ip the justice of the Congress demand, be might see his way to attend 
the Conference for the purpose of presenting the Congress case,^ though 
he *night not otherwise participate. Even absence of communal settle- 
ment might be no salute bar in the way. 

LVL A Real Bar 

But another matter threatened to be a real bar in the way— the 
Qovemmeait failing, in the judgment or the Congress, to observe on 
Ihmr side tlw terms of the Agreement. On the 10th of June 
we find the Congress WexUng Committee reviewing the whole 
gitaation wilii reference to this question, and holdiog that the 
Government had failed to obaerve truce, and that in view of this, 
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there could be no pariicipatioa in the Conference* The C* W. C. die- 
cussed elso plans of communal settlement, and the Qandht formula rela- 
tion thereto. The Moslem leaders including Dr. Ansari were also busy 
thmhinn out the commiirml question, but Dr. Ansart’s liberal ofter was 
rejeoted, and the uniU.^ Moslem talks ended in a deadlock. 

The situation was critical like. this, and the good ofiioes of the friends 
of Indian unity and peace were all about to be nulllBed, when the new 
Viceroy niadc an important speech, in which he expressed the hope 
that he might go down to history as the first constitutional Oovemor- 
Ocneral of India. Ho said that to cal) the present Agreement 
truce would be to keep alive the war tntnd ; that it should rather be 
called peace to induce the peace mind. That at any rate was tlie drift 
of what he said. All tliis was well said. Hut how far was the British 
Government prepared to “implcinent'' without delay the wish or aspiration 
of the Viceroy that he would like to be the first constitutional Ooveroor- 
Oeneral of India ? That was the question. 

LVJ. CoxcLrsioN 

Now. we miiFt conclude. We have, in the main, discussed princi- 
ples and policies* and have not lingered over facts and incidents. To 
many incidents of i!nportaiice — such as the Hurina Rebellion, operation 
of the Bengal Ordinaiice, and so on, we have not adverted at all. They 
were important events in many ways ne%*crthelcsB. Our criticism of 
the intentions and policies of British statesmen might have appeared 
one-sided. But we did not mean to be uncliaritable. We proposed to 
look at things from the standpoint and with the eyes of Nationalist 
India. Becatisc wc thought it important that the o^er side also 
should look at from that st idpoin*. Nationalist India is a vital 

part of Imlia, and the India that politically counts vastly more than 
any other India ; but that it is not the whole of India, or the India 
that alone counts. The continent of India is yet spacious 
enough for pro-nationalist, (io/Z-imtioiialihi, and politicdly amorphous and 
neutral India. Onr outlook must, tlierefons be sufficiently br^aa, syn- 
thetic and gen«' rolls. All who do not worship in the same 
temple, arc not heretics, and should not be consigned to perdition. There 
may be lights other than those one may act in accordance with — lights 
possibly as true as his. 

The same niuy be true of tlie British Government also. They may 
bo acting according to different lights, which all ma> not uppredata 
as being true. But who can be absolutely sure that they are, and 
must be, false ? Their intentions bad certainly seemed to nmuy in 
India of an undependable natore owing to a complex variety of 
conditions, Indian and extra- Indian. But it might wdi^ be that the 
Labour Government meant to '’o as much as possible its dutv by 
India— the duty as conceived by it Possibly, it found itself, in 
the ensemble of Indian conditions (official and noofficial) and that 
of the conditions at home, 11 a position in which it could more 
with its Indian plans with great uifficulty ; and might have been 

forced to sanction repression to tackle some factors which could ttol 
have been otherwise tackled, and follow a cautiously gradual polu^ of 
coneiiiatioo to cope with tome others which obstructed or tended lo 
11 
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obitraet admioe. And so long as a system of Government rabsisted, U 
had neoessarily to adopt but one attitude in refscard to civil resistance 
and other subversive movements. This is true. *'\Ve have tried to do 
the best of a bad joV^— this might have been their plea. Alany 
woul^ however, maintain that only pursuit of a frankly courageous 
ai|d trusting and sympathetic policy in re^rd to India should pay^ 
and not that of any unimaginative hesitating and two-sided policy* 
iSjpedally contributed by Prof, Pramnthannth Mukhopadhy td 


The Gandhi-IrwiB Agreeaent 

The following is the text of the Onndhi Ira'in Agreoincut issued 
from New Delhi under the signature of Mr. H. W. Emerson, Sccretno* 
to the Government of India on Uie 5th. March 1931 : — 

1. OaoMqueut oq the coRfcrsation that have taken place between Hia Excellency 
the Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi it has been arranged that the civil disobedience 
mofenuMt ne diaoontinaed, and that, with the approval of His Maje^sty's Oovemment. 
certain action be taken by the Ooveromciit of India and Iik*^I (fovernmenta. 

S. As regards constitutional qaestioiis, the scope of fuiiirc discuHsion is stalttl, 
with the ssient of His Majesty^s Government, to be with the obj(*ct of eoitsidcring 
further the scheme for the constitutional Government of India disrussed at the 
Hound Table Conference. Of the scheme there outlined. Federation is an essential 
I**J **.?® are Indian responsibility and rcservalions or safeguards in the interests 
of India, for such matters as, for instance, defence exUrrnal aflkirs ; the position ot 
minorities ; the finsncial credit of India ; and the discharge of ohligutions. 

3. la pursuance of the statement made by the Prime Minister in his nnnouncc- 
ment of January 19, 1931, steps will be taken for the part ieiyuit ion of the representatives 
of the Goiigreas in the further discussions that arc to take place on the scheme of 
constitutional reform. 

4. The sottle*''ent relates to activities directly connected with civil disobedience 

movement. 

5. Civil disobedience will be eflfoctivcly discontinued and reciprocal action will be 
taken by Government. Xoe cfTectivc disconiinuauce of the civil disobedience move- 
ment means the efTectivo discontinuance of all activities in furtherance thereof, by 
whatever methods pursued and, in particular, the following :~ 

(1) The organised defiance of the provisions of any law. 

(2) The movement for the non-payment of land revenue and other legal dues. 

<3) The pnblieation of news-shoeCs in support of the civil disobedience movement. 

(4) Attempts to influence civil and military servants or village officials against 

(iDverDment or to persuade them to resign their posts. 

9. As regards the boycott of foreign goods, there are two issues involved, firstly, 
the character of the boycott and secondly, the methods employed in giving effect to 
it. The position of Government is as follows. They approve of the encouragement 
of Indian industries as part of the economic and **idiistrial movement designed to 
improve the material condition of India, and they have no desire to discourage 
methods of propaimntla, persuasion or advertisement pursued with this object in 
view, which do not ini^tere with the freedom of action of individuals, or are not 
prcjodkial to Uw maintenance of law and order. But the boycott of non-Indian 
goods (except of eloth which has been applied to ill foreign doth) has been directed 
during the civil dtsobedienee movement chiefly, if not cxclu8*rcly, against British 
go^, ani Ui repaid to these it has been admittedly employed iu order to exert 
pEeniiia lor poUtieai ends. 
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nuance of tlw employment of the boycott of Britith eommi^iUct aa n i 

pon and Uiat, in conBeqnen<^ thoM who hare giren np, daring a time of polltieal 
ttcitenient, the mie or purchaae of Briltth g^a mail be lot free without any 
form of restraint to change their attitude if they so desire^ 

- .?• In wgffd.to the methods employed in furtherance of the replacement of non- 
Indiau by Indian or against the consumption of intoiicatiug liquor and 

drugs, rmrt will not be had to methods coming within the category of picketiiur, 
exc^t within the limits permitted by the ordinary law. 8tieh picketing shall ba 
unsggresaire and it shall not invoice eoercton, intiTnidation, restraint, hostUa deniona- 
tration, obstruction to the public, or any offence under the ordinary law. II and 

* any of these meth^s is employed in any place, the practice of piekaito in 
that place will be suspended. 

8. Mr. Gandhi has drawn the attention of Government to ipeoiic •llcttationi 
agmnst the induct of the police, and represented the deairabillty of a publio an* 
qony into them. In present circumstance; Government aeo great diAenlty in this 
and iMl that it must inevitably lead to charges and eonntereharges, and ao militate 
•gainst the re-estsbliahment of peace. Having regard to these oonsideratious, Mr. 
Cfindhi sgreed not to press the matter. 

9. ^ The action that Government will take on the diaeontinnanes of the civil dll* 
obedience movement is stated in the following paragraphs. 

Ordinances promulgated in connection with the civil diaobedienoa mofiOMml 
will be withdrawn. 

Ordinance Xo. 1 of 19,31 relating to the terrorist movement does not ooma within 
the scope of the provision. 

^*’a dfvlaring associations unlawful under the Criminal Law Amaud* 

ment Act of 1008 will ^ withdrawn, provided that the iiotifleations w*re madi in 
conr^tion w‘lh^ the civil disobedience movement. 

The notificaiiona recently issvfd by the Burma Government under the Orlminal 
Law Amendment Act do not come within the scope of this provision. 

|2. (i) Pending prosecutions will be withdrawn if they have been filed in mui. 
nection with the civil diHobedience movement and relate to ofTenees which do 
lovol^ ▼lolcnce other than technical violence, or incitement to such violenee. 

A i . same principle will apply to proceedings under the '.security 
of the Criminal Procedure Cidc. 

(mV Where a local Government, has moved any Court or has initiated 

itiga under the L«pil Pracitttoner’s A*;t in regard U, the conduct of legal ”^pnmti- 
tioners m cunnoction with the civil disobedience roovemenf, it will make applieaUon 
to the Court concerned ^r permiasion to withdraw su^b procoixltngs, provided that 
me alleged conduct of the )icrson.s concerned docs not relate to vioicnee or ineite* 
ment to violence. 

Prosecutions, if any, agaiusl soldiers and police involving disobedienet of 
orders will not come within tbe aco|« of this provision. w 

Id. (#) '^ose priwnera will Ik* released wTho are undergoing imprisonmeat in 
conneetion with the civil disobedience movemi'ni for offences which did not Involve 
violence, other than technical violence, or iocitement to such violenoe. 

.II *oy prisoner who comes within tbe scope of (ii above has been alao sau* 
for a jail offence, not involving violence, other than technical vi^ea, or 
i^temrat to aueh violence, the latter sentence also will ht remitted, or if a praaeeu* 

...rri^ing to an offence of this character is ponding against sueh a prisoner, 

Soldiers and pdice convicted of ofTenees involving disdbedieDee of ordsre 
ID iM very few cases that have oecurred-^wili not come within the aeope of the 
amnesty. 

*•»»« »«* b«n tetliied will te nmitlad. WImk m older lor 
S5 5™??" ^ ^unty hss been made under tbe security provisioua of llm Ollmi* 
^ ^ hat not ben miM; it win be 


not 



U TBBOAIIDm-mWIN AGUEMm [nwraua 


. IIm ivkidi have tao iwIM and aaesriliea tefeltad and faaliMd under ao j 
law will not be retaniwt 

1& Additional potlee imiNMed in oonneetion with the dfil diaobedieoee mofeveot 
al tbe eneiiao of ue Inhabitanta of a parUenlar area will be withdrawn at the die- 
eietlon or local Ctofemmenta. Local Oofemmento will not refnnd any money, not 
in eneaaa of tbe aetnal eoet, that baa been realiaed, bat they will remit any anm 
that hna not bean leaHaed, 

Id (a) Mofable property, whieb ia not an illegal poeaeaaioo, and which haa been 
aeiaad la oonneetion with the cieil diaobedienee mo?emcot nndcr tbe Ordinanoee or 
^^gwficiona^ tbe Criminal Law, will be retnrncd, if it ic atill in the poMecaion 

(b) Motable property, forfeited or attached in oonneetion with tbe rcallcation of 
land refeone or other dnea. will be retnrned, nnleaa tbe Oolleetor of the Diatrict baa 
leaaon to baliefe that the defaulter will oontnmaeiooaly refnae to pay the duea re- 
eoferable from him within a reaaooable period, apeciai regard will be paid to caaea 
la which the defanltera. while willing to pay. Mnuindy reanire time for the purpoae, 
and if neeeaaary, the rerenne will be ana^aad ia aocordance with the ordinary 
prioeiplea of land rofcnne adniniarratlon. 

Oompenaation will not be given for deterioration. 

(a) Wb«e movable property haa been cold or otherwiae finally diapoacd of by 
Government, oompenaation will not be given and tbe aala proceeoa will not be re- 
lomed, eieapt in ao far ao th»j are in eioaaa of tbe legal duea for whieb the pro- 
perty may have bean cold. 



17. ia) Immovable property of whieb poaaeeaion haa been taken under Ordinance 
IZ of 1990 will be retumed in tccordanoe with the provialon* of tbe Ordinance. 


ib) Land and other immovable property In the poaaeeaion of Government, which 
haa bean lorfelled or ettachad in connection with llie raaliaation of land revenue or 
other dnea, will ha retumed unleaa the Collector of the diatrict baa reaaon to bf- 
llavf that the defaulter will eontumtoionaly refuae to pay tbe duct recoverable from 
him within a leaaonabla period. In deciding what ia a reaaonable period apeeial 
ngard will be paid to oaaea ia which the detaulier. while willing to pay, genuinely 
raquirea tinw for the purpoae, and if neoeiaary ibe revenues win be auapended in 
aoooidanoe with the ordinary principlee of lend revenue adminiat ration. 

(e) Where immovable property haa been sold to third parties, tbe traosaction 
muai be cai^ided as finaC ao far u Goverameut are concerned. 


fiToCa.— Mr. Qandbi baa represented to Government that according to hia informa- 
tion and belief some, at Iriat, of tbeae ulea have been unlawful ana unjua* Govern- 
meut on the information before them cannot accept thia contention. 

id) It will be open to any person to seek any legal remedy be may have on tbe 
gmnd that the ceunra or attachment of property was not in accordance with the 

Ooveroment believe that there have been made very few casec in which 
the realisation of dues has not been made in accordance with the pro- 
viaiona of the law. In order to meet such cases, if any. local Governments will 
issue instructions to District Officers to have prompt enquiry made into any specific 
complaint of thia nature, and to give redresa wHbont delay if illegality ia established. 

10. Where tbe pqata rendered vacant by resignationa have been permanently 
filled. Government will not be able U reinstate the late incumbents. Other eases of 
naignation will be considered on their merits b> local Governments who will pur- 
sue a lib#al policy in regard to the reappointment of Government servants and 
viliago officials who apply for leinstatemcnt 

20L Government are unable to co*)done breaches of tbe existing law relating to 
tha salt administration, nor are they able, in tbe present financial conditions of tto 
eountiy, to maha anbstantial asodificationa in tbe bait item. 


For the sake however of giving relief to certain of the poorer classes, they are 
prepared to csteod their admiDistrative provisions, on lines already piwailing in 
oartaia olaoaa, ia order to uermlt local leaideota in villages, immeoiately adjoining 
aieaa where aelt een be eaUeeted or made, to collcet or make aelt for domeaiie eon- 
sumption or sale witbiu aueli villpiea, but not for aale to^ or trading with, iudivi- 
duali living ouiahla - 



M imu *31] LOBD IBWIN'6 FABEWEIX 6PEB0H » 

21. Id Um etmt of Codskm fDiling to itivo foil f0M to tbe obligttiODi of tUt 
NttleaieBt, Governmeiit wtif take »nch action aa may, iD fonacqQmee, bceono noco* 
•aarj for the protectioa of the public and mdiriduala and the due obierrauee of Uiw 
and order# 


Be Viceroy on (be Political SitnatioB 

Lord Irwin’s Farewell Speech 

ancceonful GrcHf Britain can he In finding a aointlon of *ha political 
wem Me more irill ahe be doinir for the benefit of the Britiah trade” remarked 
I»rd irwm in a mo«l afrikinir apoeeh he made at the Maiden *a Hotel, New 
ij« Hii on .ha 26ih. ifareh 1911, when the rhelmefnrd Club entertained thair 
Efcelleneie* the \ t«|eroy and^ Ijidy Frwln to a fareirell banquet. Ijord Irwin dealt 
very iranaiy with all the toni/*a) qiie«.tinna of aafrettard and the commuoal probleiD. 
In the coiina of hia apeech Hie Exri lleney aaid 

”8lr B. L Mittcr had referred to the taak of a Viceroy. Thia. in the main, waa to 
attempt to aecnre omooih mnnintr for the coach laden with relatione hrtfreen India and 
Oreat Bnt^n. It was the duty of a Viceroy to see that botji the Britiah and Indian 
DOTie pulled with and not aaainat one anoiher. Time and aftain In the laat two or 
f™ ihcre aeemed a fair ehanee of ireftina nearer totbiaaroooth and eten 
polltnr hj the two horaea, the chance baa been wrecked either in India or in Eng* 
land. The Viceroy continued : Three yearn ayo. the appointment of the BImon Com- 
raiaaion eaiiaed arare miaimderstandina with mneh conaequenl damage .0 Britiah 
Indian reiitiona. Again, a year and a half aco. whni the Vireroy made hie Noreotber 
aeeia«hon, the genaral note of British eritieiam was that any one who talked 
Iw T'"*®” Htatiis in eonneriion with India must be mentally affected, and 
tnaf. the idea was almost too fantastie to merit rcrioua diaeuaaion (Applause). What 
wonder then that Indian feeling was oflTended, and a real chance of approich waa 
thrown nway. Lnstly. Civil niaohedienee hat puezird, baffli'd and annoyed aterago 
opinion in O^t Britain. The Viceroy aaid the! in order ,to avoid thcae recurring 
mia^deratandings they must diagnoae the problem aright. He aaid : 

There are thoao in England who any T-.ei iia only hire firm Oorernment, tnd 
gH back aa rapidly as we shall to the good old dj^s of paternal administration 
with populoua markets referred for Britinh trade. Tno diignosis, I believe, to be 
essentially auperficial, distorted and wholly divorced from the reality of the Indian 
situation (Applause). 

BrppoRT FOR Bwaprkhi 

‘‘Indian aelf-consriousness ii finding expression in two fields, firstly in the nntu* 
rii demand for political <^ntrol by Indians of their own affaira. and the eeonomie 
®*^*l®Piu®ot of India’s nwources for India’s good. I would oay one thing nbont 
each of ti^ aspects in s single movement. No Englishman can, without being 
false re his own political history and in recent yiwrn to bis own pledget can take 
ohjeeticn re pursuit by ethers of their own iX>liiiral liberty, nor have 1 ever been able 
loaoprreiatc the atiitiideof thoae who might l>e the first in Great Britain, particularly 
to the (^OKcrvativc party, to exhort their e'’antrymen only to boy Britiah goodly ana 
W ‘ ‘fd a movement for cneoitragement of Swadeahi industry In India aa 
jojmthiiig reprehensible, .md almost, if not quite, disloyal. (Appiauar). It is iJao 

^®“^**** *^***’'* *^ • voluntary and 

raotually bcnefiejal bosis. and that the more sucecasful Great Britain can be in fiod* 
125. pojiti«il aide of the preblcm. the more will she be doing, by 
•in ffrit®*’*! friendly conditions, for the benefit of British trade (Appianae). 

- J? diagnosis is diflTerent from that other wl;ch I sketeli^ 

{Jt* I would consider that a diflerent treatment was rrqolred in to frr aa 

PWi«il movaneot iovoifea aoj of the forcca that we call natiopaliav. I woold 
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feimt wluit I bftfe Mid more tbtn once tbei an atfcnpl to meet tbe caie with ijaid 
Mid unyielding opposition is merely to repeat tbe imintelllgent mistake of Kmg 
Gannte (Applause). It beborcs us to seek another and a better way and that baa 
■nrely been tbe way of the Round Table Conference. 

The Delhi Agrebuest 

’‘No one hopes more earnestly than His M^ty*s OoTemment that the work of 
tbe Conference be brought to an early succcntml issue. What can we say of the 
auguries for this baprwiiing ? It is not possible for the sea to become immediately 
calm. Tbe spirit of the agreement the Govt, will do everything to implement. Mr. 
Gandhi, 1 know, will do the same, and I would trust that in all quarters a 
real attempt may be made to judge the present situation not in any gmdgiog 
spirit, appropriate to the atmosphere of an uncertain and manonvering truce, out 
rather with the intention, that each and every one of os, in our spheres of 
influence! may do everything in our power that may assist the coni'ersion of the 
present cessation of civil strife into a permsment and enduring peace (Applause). 

Question of * Safeguards” 

Tbe Viceroy nest referred to tbe question of safeguards. He confessed be had 
never beer able to appreciate the distinction sought to be drawn between the 
interests ot India and tnc interests of Great Britain for it would be contrary to ali 
nature if tbe long relatio iship between the two had not been to create a community 
and not divergenre of interests. Defence, for example, was a vital interest of the 
flrat magnitude ; the enramunpt difficulty was a prime Indian interest. But Great 
Britain before banding over power mutt sattafy herself that in tbe new dispeuMtion 
the Juat rights of minorities will not be imperilled. (Applause). 

^^Anin, m regards assurance to British traders against unfair discrimination, I 
My”, Lord Irwin continued, ‘That Indian hwders themaelves abonid volanteer the 
asanranee of lair treatment in order to attract capital for the country's development 
•nd for raising India’s credit in the world on which development would depend the raising 
of the standard of her people’s life. So with Finance, the Indian opinion is surely not 
less anxious than any opinion in Great Britain to sec ample security provided where 
ne c es M ry for the good of India. In the sphere of credit and finance, those who 
would auggeat an alternative to the scheme of the Round Table Conference, would 
have to convince His Mnjesty’s Government that these would be equally efTective 
for the purpose above described. 

Pi.ftA for C0.MMITNAJ. Unity 

The VictM'oy continuing observed : "It is not perhaps in this constitutional field 
that the gravest of India’s difficulties will 1)C foiitid to lie. Nearly five years ago, 
■PMking to this rlnh, I made an earnest appeal for religions and communal peace. 
That appeal, with the news of Cawnpore still staring us in the face. I repMt to-day. 
Govvrnmenta can hero do comparatively little to remove tbe caum Th^ can not 
change a people’s soul. Communities themselves must learn toleration and reatraint No 
roeatage could so cheer my heart iM'foreor after. I b ve India as the newt that a real 
eettlement of tbe Hindu Muslim differences bad been effected (Applause.) 

The Luiore Exf.cx'TIonb 

^Everybody should do abut th .7 could to assist the restoration of calmer atmos- 
phere, and it is in ‘his n^spt'ct 1 have been told that I and the Government of India 
nave made Mr. Gandhi’s task far harder by failnre to commnte the sen^ieea 
vastly passed upon Bhng..t Singh anu his eompaniona. I take fall reaponsibility 
tor the d^ision at which the Government arrived. (ApplauM.) At I listened the 
other uav to Mr. Gandhi putting the case for commutotion forcibly before me, I 
refleeti'd' first of what significance it surely was that the apoatle of non-violeiiee 
•honid so earoeatly be pleading the canse of the de votees of a creed so fundaoMo- 
tally oppoaite to hia oi»n, but I should regard it as wholly wrong to allow my 
Judgment on thcM matiera to be infloence<i or deflected by purely MlHieal eonai- 
uerations. I could Imagine no rase in which under the law penalty nad been more 
dtreelly deserved. I have seen it suggested in the Pres^, thM it was highly undeeir- 
able that the execution shonld take place on the evo M the CoomM sscetinir at 
I MU quite prepaied to think that it would have mode the immaaiate 
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ataoipkm at Kafadii atiier. bal onij at the coet of enabliiif Ctoa gw uo na aD om 
the eoaaiij to deelaie with Joatiee that it had beea treated by the Vioeioy ond the 
OotenaMiii with eomplele lack of eaodoar. (Appiaoa^, 

WAEinilO AOAIK8T ‘‘DlFBATiaM** 

Finally, the Viceroy referred to defeatiat chargea letelled theae dayi. He aahed : 
Who to-day are the real defeatiata, thoae who fm fact with honeaty and the fatare 
with hope and meet the difliettitiea with a lingie dcatre to orercome then, or thoae 
who deeate themaeifea with the belief that thtj are lifinir in the India of tea or 
twenty yean ago, and who would have na employ methoda and yield oaraelTee fie- 
tinm to a owntality which mnat deatroy Irrevocably any hope of retaining a conten- 
ted India within the Empire? (Applauae.) Whatever may happjMi to othen let aa 
at IcBBt not lore onr huih. We anall have diaappoiiitmetita. we ahall have to faoe 
laiiave, bat my faith in Britiah atatcamanship, g^will and ray faith in the patrl- 
oliam and good aenae of India arc both too great to permit me to join the ranaa of 
thoae who would aay that India is a loai Dominion of the Crown. (Applauae). 

The Viceroy aaid that he took leave of India with real regret at thia eritleal 
period in her hiatory, but that remt waa diminithed by the refleetioD that he waa 
being tocooeded by one in whom India would find a very aiiicere friend and vary 
wile oounadior. ^‘For myaelf I can onij aay that i have done my bmt, that I ahall 
carry away with me from India a real affection for her people, and gratitude for 
the many kindneaaes that Lady Irwin and I have to constantly rmived at thdr 
hands, and that wherever I am, I ahalt always welcome any opportunity that may 
present itself of continuing to serve her to the best of roy ability and powers. 
(Prolonged applause). 


Lori Wiiliogion’s First Political Speech 

The following is the full text of the H. E. the Viceroy 's speech delivered at the 
Chelmsford Club, Simla on the 27th June lUill 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen ; Let me thank you at once most gratefully 
for the cordial manner in which you have receivtHl the toast of the health of roy 
wife and myself and let me thank you too, Sir, for the charming and most jpraee- 
ful remarks you have made in commending this toast for the acceptance oi thia 
distinguished gathering and I wish further to thank you particularly for tbs in?!- 
tatioo to this dinner to-oight and for allowing me this oppori^nity of giving my 
first impretsiont of the sifnation since my arrival in India. There are some who 
may thmk that I am here to-night to deliver myself of a political prononneement 
If io, they are doomed to disappointment, for, I think, you will agree that any 
Viceroy, however long bis experience may have been of India in the past, wonld m 
raab indeed if he made any political pronouncement after a short two mootba Ilia 
in his new duties. Ito, Sir, my purpose to-night is as I say to give roy imprmiona 
of the sitnatlon, the impreasions of one who. I think, is almost qualified to call him- 
self an old h)i hai on his retnrn to India after seven years* absence io other ,parta 
of the foitish Empire and my first impression roust be of course that bruliant 
eeremonial at Bombay when the new Viceroy lands at the Apollo Bunder and meM 
that great gathering of priocea and diatinguuibed cituena from o^.over Inm who 
are gatheM within the gateway of India to welcome him on hit arrival , tot I 
assure you thid die ceremonial to my wife and mysdf was lam of a osrsmooi^ to 
ai both than a reunion with many old friends who showed ns the aasM 
frisudship and kindness which 1 have always found in this country and which I 
' it the outset of onr uudertaklDg onr new .rmponsi- 
tbe delightful day that we spsot levislng old bmts 
Bombay beyond makiDg this oos lemark that I was 
Sports enub floarishbg exessdingiy. 1 pass ovsr 


aasurs yon warmed onr neaits a 
biiitiss. I ahall aay nothing of j 
and sseing many M friends in 
dattgjklsdto find the WilUngdon 
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to oor tliori ?tol( to Ddhi and our tUj at Ddira Dao oal^ atatiog tha tel that 
at tha lattar plaoa wa took tha opportaoitj of seeing aooe fcrr fioa OofamaMot 
loatUtttkHM and that wa loand the paople and the ellaMte dSapoM to gifa oa a 
nn warm wdeome. 

Let me eome at once to the impresstont I hafe receifed ainee drat 1 arrired at 
oar beadqaartera station in Simla and here again let me saj that I an grateful io* 
deed for the eordiality of the reception we reeeired on oar arrival, bat 1 aseore 70a 
that mj approach to Simla brooght back to mr mind many reeollcetioiia of years 
gooe bf when I need to be summoned to this hill top by eirher Lord Hardinge, 


gooe by when I need to be summoned to this hill top by eirher Lord Hardinge, 
Lord Chelmsford or Lord Reading and 1 remember that 1 used to approach it with 
ieetings of apprehension and aiiaiety, for I was only a prorincial Qovemor and 
here 1 knew the seats of the mighty were to be found, and now the wheel of fate 
has ordained that I am to be the loader of the mighty myself. Well, Sir, 1 shall 
endeafonr to the best of my ability to accommodate myself to my new responsibilities 
and should like at once to acknowledge the generous friendship and support that I 
hare already receifcd from all my colleagues who share with me the responsibility 
for the peaceful and orderly administration of the country and I rejoice to feel that 
1 am again closely associated with many members of those great serriccs who hare 
done in the past and are sitll doing such splendid and detoted work for the pro- 
gress and deselopmcnt of India mid 1 must add that this old koi hat cairt resist a 
mling of pride in the thought that he has had something to do in starting on uae- 
fnl and brilliant careers in this country several of the gentlemen who arc sitting 
round ibis table to-night. 


Spirit Oi Co-operatios. 

There is another impression which has been vividly forced u|)oii me during the 
lew short weeks that 1 have been engagtai in iny duties as Viceroy. 1 am quite clear 
that the work that the Viceroy has to do is much too heavy for a grntleinmi of my 
matnre years and 1 venture to hofie thall all those eouceriiMl when they get over to 
London in the near future will hurry on towards the completion of their labours io 
regard to the constitutional reforms so that niy life may more cloNcly approtimatc to 
the four happy years i spent in Canada as a constitutional Governor-General and in 
order that i may shortly be n'Uevcd of many of my adiniiiistrntivc duties. 1 think 
it it true to say that 1 have arrived in India at a time of intense interest and cooai- 
derable anxiety, at a time when it rtquircs steady and stout hearts to surmount the 
difficulties that lie before us, but this is no time for depression or pessimism, for 
ditficulties are made to be ovurcoiiic. It is a time surely when .all ought to get toge- 
ther and work together in a spirit of co-operation, goodwill and mutual confidence 
until the clouds of our difficulties arc all swept away and the sun of peace and 
progress is again shining on this fair country. 

The economic, and in consequence, the financial situation arc causing us much 
anxiety and concern and 1 am often told and it gives little consolation that we are 
in the fashion and that this depression is world wide in its character. For, 1 think, 
that the present conditions bit particularly bard a country like this which depends 
■0 largely lor its prospiirity and its revenues on the prices of all its agricultural 
leaourcoe. We roust all surely sympathise very deeply with the trials of that vast 
mass of our population who are chiefly I'ligaged io the industry of agriculture and 
1 am very glad to see that the provincial Guvernments are fully alive to thdr 
reaponsibilities and are doing everything in their power and will continue to do ao 
to relieve the difflcalties of the situation. But 1 am fortuoate to-night in being 
•hie to give you more than a mere general assurance on these roattcni, for I can 
call your attention to tome very imporuut things which have happened in the last 
days M even hoars which have opened the way to a new viata of hope io the 
eeontmne sphero. 

The first and foremoat I mast allude to the statement made yesterday in the 
House of CommoLS by the Prime Minister who, 1 believe, is recognised by the 
partiee in tbit country at a true friend of India and who could hardly i^ve given 
amre eoUd proof of hie friendship than be has done in this statement. 

R. T, C. And The 8ettlficent 

The first of these was the aettlement made between my predcoeseor Lord Irwin 
•ad Mr. Oaiidhi, the leader of the Oongrcee party 00 Mateh 5 last. ^ aaeoad 
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«u the iieeeMltj for the eeriy eoneideratioii of the foithar eeliTitieB of the Rond 
Table CoDloKooe whole preUminary diiouiitoni had ooooittded ia Loodoa a few 
inonthi before 1 arrifed in India. With regard to the ftrai of Umm maUen, I 
woald only lay that I ha?e taken o?er the duty of impleaenUng thla agieeaMBl 
and with the help of local GbremmenU ahaii endcarour with abaolute alnoerity to 
see that its terma aie carried out and I am glad to be ato to aay with oomplele 
confidence that from a von?oraation 1 hare had with Mr. Qandhi I know that 
he is equally sincere in his desire to carry out its terms on his aide. Bttt in thia 
conneeiion, 1 feel bound to make this one observation. 1 have often aasn in the 
press statements and speeches made by certain individuals who express the flew 
that this agreement is no agreomont for peace but merely for a tniee in order to 
inve time for preparation for further agitation. 1 with to aay quite frankly thnt I 
do not think that this is a fair way of carrying oat this agreement wnieh waa 
honourably entered into between Lord Irwin and Mr. Gandhi. 

Uis Majesty 8 Governtnent, by their generous promise to stt|^rt India fioaneialtj 
in this time when the combination of constitutional uneertainties with the eeonomto 
crisis has made the {josition f»o dillicult, have given practical proof of their desire to 
help India and to create conditions which will make it poasible to launeh the new 
constitution with real hopes of success ; but they have done more than this, for they 
have, 1 hope, helped to create eoiiHdeiicc the beneficial cficcis of which will be imme- 
diately felt, both by the general public and by tby Government in their power to 
deal with the prciHrnt situation. In short, 1 regard this generous gesture bv hia 
Majesty's Government hr an event of the greatest valuo to all ciassca in India in 
this critical time. 

Turning from this I must refer to another way in which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment have ill ihc last days given us practical relief in ready response to the lead 
given by Mr. i looser. They have extended to the Dominions and to India the bene- 
fit of the HiispciiHioii of war iMiymeiit and we shall, therefore, be relieved partly 
during the current liiiaiieial year and partly during next year of a total burden Of 
i*b,'iG,UOO. As against this we shall ourselves forego for toe time our ahare of repa- 
ration payments which for the same period arc estimated at i;227,0(X). The net 
reli<d to India is, therefore, just over i;U/J00,U(». Lastly, 1 am sure you would wish 
me to express /iidin's keen nnpreeiatioii of that splendid declaratiou of the Prssident 
of the Uiiitc<l States to which 1 have already referred for making an oflbr which 
displays a desire for iiiternaiionul eo-oiM^ation which I feel is an example to ne all. 
i tliiiik it is no exaggeration to say that the corobiiialioii of these three events may 
be taken to niter the whole eionoinie outlook. Great dilTiciiltica indeed remain ana 
these must be taekleil in a spirit of self-sncrifiee and unflinching effort, but beyond 
these difficulties we can now see the dawn of a new hope for better times. 

rOLITIf-AI. CATION 

ijcl inc now turn for a moment to say a word on the political situatiou as I found 
it when first 1 arrived in this country. 1 meuu to say nothing of the past beyond 
this that 1 know it hns been u iHsriod cf great trouble and difficulty, a time of great 
strain and stress on all those who arc rcs{)oiisiblc for the admioistratioo. I take tbit 
opportunity of expressing my appreciation and admiration of the work so ably and 
eo loyally performed by all the great public services of lodia and 1 am particularly 
glad to make a special reference to those two services whose primary duty it it to 
maintaio the pence and obedience to the law of the land. I refer, of oourae, to the 
army and police. 1 am glad to be able to express to officers and men of both thoee 
services my keen appreciation of the loyally, the steadiness and self-restraint with 
which they have carried out tbeir duties in times of extreme anxiety and on . 
occasions often of great provocation and to assure them that they have earned and 
arc still earning the gratitude and admiration fur their fine service of all peae^loving 
citixens of India. Now, Hir, my purimse to-night is to apply myself to the poUtleal 
situation at the present juiiciurc and it seems to me that there are two very impor- 
tant political questions which were much iu the public mind when 1 arrived. 

R. T. C. Axi> Tjie Setti.emf.nt 

The first of tlicsc was the settlement made between my predecessor Lord Irwin 
and Mr. Gandhi, the leader of the Congress pmrty, on March 5 last. The ssoood 
was the necessity for the early consideration of the farther activities of the Bouiid 
Table Conference w^e preliminary discussions had cooeluded in X^ondon a lew 
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Wm I arrifed in Indk. With to the lint of theie matten I would 

only aaj thal I hafo taken oier the dntj of implenentine thia agfeement and with 
the help of local Qofernments ahall eiid«?onr with abaointe ainceritj to aee that ita 
tccma are carried oat and I am giad to be able to aay with complete confidence that 
from a cooferaation I hare had with Mr. Qandbi 1 know thar he la eqnalW aincere 
la hia deaife to caiy ont ita terma on hia ald& But in thia connection 1 Ion bonnd 
to make thia one ooaerfation. I hare often aeen in the preaa atatementa and apeechea 
aHule certain indifidnala who eipieaa the view that thia agreement ia no agrec- 
BMnt nr peace bnt merely lor a tmce in order to give time tor preparation for far- 
ther agitation* 1 wlidi to aay quite fnnkly that 1 do not think that thia ^a a liur 
way of carrying ont thia agreement which waa hononrably enterred into between 
Loed Irwin and Mr. Gandhi. 

1 atand lor peace not for a trace and appeal to all who have at heart the beat in- 
tereata of the country to do the aaroe, for i am convinced of thia that it ia only 
throngh peace that we can aecure the economic and political fatorc of India and 
aardy the purpoae of thia aettlemcnt ia to get nd of atrife and agitation and to 
aeenre co-openition and good-will in order to create an atmoaphere particnlarly at 
thia time which will be helpful in every way lor the pnrp<^ of working out the 
ftttitre oonatitational advance. 

And this bringa me to the second matter which engaged my attention directly I 
arrived here, namely, the necessity for settling aa soon as possible the date for the 
farther disottssions of the Bonnd Table Conference. As you all arc aware, after 
some negotiations Hia Majesty's Government informed na that they were prepared 
to restart the diacnaaions on Jane 29, but it was found that both in India and in 
England there were considerable difficulties in accepting this date and finally after 
some further nmtiation the date baa bi'en fixed for Sept. 5 to rcanine the diacna- 
aioDS in London. Personally I could have wished that we could have started 
earlier, but it wai clearly inconvenient to many reprcHcntativca of important in- 
terests and I hope the date now fixed wiH be found generally acceptable, at 
leaat It will give time for all those concerned to make further preparations 
before they meet again in London and I profoundly hope that alt imporunt 
interests will be present at the Bound Table Conference when it resumes 
In a few weeks wbat, 1 hope, will be the final stages of its work and 
1 wish to appeal to all people in this country, both ofi^iAl and non-official, 
whatever thar race, caste or creed, to help me to carry out the terms of this 
■ettlement in order that we may secure the best possible atmosphere in which to 
continue efforts towards the solution of controversies still unsettled and to carry 
forward the discussions of constitutional reform. I appeal, too, to my fellow 
countrymen at home to realise all the difficulties that confront us here, to treat 
the situation in India as au important empire problem aud not to allow it to 
bcooroe a matter of local party TOlitical concern and last but by no means least, I 
appeal to the press from whom 1 have always received the most fair and geuerous 
treatment during a long public service in the past to give me their powerful support 
towards the attainment of these groat ends. There is one further impression wnich 
I must say a word about and which has forced itself on my mind during the few 
weeks that I have lived here. 1 can not help feeling that there teems around me 
an atmosphere of depreetion and of pessimism. There even seems donbts and mis- 
glvbgs in the minds of soms regarding the maintenance of the British connection in 
Mia. With ngi^ to the depression and pessimism 1 would only reiterate what 
1 have already aaid that when difficulties are before us it is no time for repression, 
but we mnit all pull UMeiher to get throui^ and for myself I refuse to share these 
donbtearith rqptfd to the British oonneetiou or look to the future other than with 
eonfidenoe, fori am convinced that the over-whelming majority of the prinoes and 
Moplea of India want the British connection to remain. It is partly true that the 
ehanetev of the administration of thia country will be different in the fatare to 
what it haa baen in the peat for we are all working rapidly towards the time when 
Indiaiie will take over the administration oi thar own affaira, to the time when th^ 
will beeoM abcolnteiy eqnal partoeri with the other Dominions under the down. 
But I am confident that that administration wbai it eomes in the fatare as in the 
peel will be under the flag of the British Empire^ and anrely too when It oomes it 
wiU be for ua Mtish the ealmioatmg point in the grealea peaee of empire aervioe 
thal the world hes evtf l»own and, if I am ri«^ in wbal I have said, tlm will 


eooM nearm^^viMl have alwaya had before mg, the ideal lor whieh 1 have 
Mwaye workad dariog long yours of publle aervioe-a great eommoDwealth of aatfona 
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cvlar ooantry, oomprisiltft many diffeient tnoei, coloan a^ c n wla, bound tOMllier fir 
OM MmiDpn tw of loyalty to oar IQoit-Emporor Kins Gcorse and by Abe 

cscrcIsijiR an oferpoweriiis Influence in aoenciiiK P®«« ^ 
nations ^ m world, and so I any again to yon to-nigbt, na I 
*^K before I left for India. I go forward to »y kdionra 

with faith, hm and optimism— faith, oomplete falui In a grant FMraktaieewllo 
>lmpes ow ends rough-hew tl^ I hope Ahat the same FlmidMM 

pro us all that Christian spirit, and I use the word Christiaii’ in iu wMesI 
moat ^tholie wnsc. to work together in mutual eoiiftdcnee and so^-will lor Abe 
benefit and wellurc of this great eotiniry. Optimism, that before ray team oi oflee 
18 over I may be much more nearly a constitutional Ooveruor-Oeneral and that thif 
great country before long may once ngaiii be on its way to aasur^ and Inercaaing 


Tke CawDpore Riots Esqairy Connitlee Report 

The U. P. Gowerfiment’i Renohition 

y* iotued the following order on the Cawnporo Riots 

hoquiry royiort on the Sth, Jana 19:51 

*f. .indebted to the Commission for Ihcir .careful and 
miari^ statoinciit of the conditions precedent to the rioting at Cawnpora and for 
tneir aispnssionntc review of the men tires tnken to suppress it. Their narratlfa 
«ri/k iinncceHsnry to deal hero with the sctiisl incidents of tte 

oaiprcfiK and tnc Ciovcrnor*in*Coii licit can proci^cd at once to state his owu conclnsiona 
9 " ™ views cipresgcd by them as b. the causes which led to such an unusual and 
deplorable exhibition of communal violence and the nctiou of the authorltim on 
lay the duty of supnrciiHion of it. 

. an unninsstil ntudy of the conditions prevailing in Gawnpore 

at (he time of the outbreak will have little difficuliy in accepting the view of tte 
Uommissiqn that the explanation of the embitUTment of feeling between tlm two 
conimuiiities , which was rcoponsililc for the severity of tbe outbreak, is to be 
round III the course taken by the civil disobedience movement. In the words of the 
^mmission, the movement had openly nimod at paralyzing the Oovomment, but 
It uad Mine to be regarded in Cawii|x)re (norc definitely perhaps than in any other 
city m the provMiicc) ns a Mindii movement with Muslims actively or passively In 
oppMition. It is not, however, sufficient merely to recognise this fset. Judgment 
00 the prcdiaming caiiiics of the outbreak cannot be complete without ‘some 
rm^nec to the question whether the action taken in Cawnpora to combat the 
civil disoMience movement, ns distiiignisbccl from that taken clscwbm was such 
as in lUelf to reduce respect for order and to produce sn ntmosplm hiToaiible to 
an ontbraak of violence. 

Umking at t^ peculiar circumstance of Cawnporc which are strikingly diiteent 
from tbo^ for instance, of Aliahahad and Lneknow, the Governor in (founeil must 
now admit mi he might with adv.aiihige have had firmer and more oondsteot iiaooaiio 
to m penal and preventive sections of the ordinaryllaw dariog the earBer day 
of tbe agitatiOD. That is a matter of policy for which tbe rcsponubility lies on the 
Qoycnimttt snd not on the local anthoritks. At a later atsge of tbs ngHatfon the 
venous Ordioanocs dealing with Civil Disobedience were fully ntiiised aira some 1400 
pmme were convicted of ofiTenccs arising under them. As a consequenee hi tho 
penod i m m ed i at el y preoeding the Ddbi agnement outward respect for law sensed 
tohaye ben re-estimlisbed In the city but the gine^ eourse of evunto T 
period of the sgitation and the cessation of all police action 
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ch«m ol the open^s within the dtj iticU. Had ho done no, he would htfo 
InepiM gmter ronfldenee not only among the two eommunitiee inroWed in the 
actual dMoraw, but alw woiig Europeans who showed consideraUleC alann at the 
spread of tidienee in the &ctory area. 

The Oovemor-ln-coundl recorded ihcsc condiisions with greater reluctaneo because 
Hr. we IS an ofneer^ whose career has been characterised by eonsdentious and dofo* 
ted mrjte of his duties and by proofs of a teroperament which has seeurod for him 
much inendwip and goodwill among the {tcopio of the districts wherein he has 
serrra. While rooking full allownnoc for the hoary strain to which he had been 
subjected by the course of agitation in the district, which cron in normal timea is 
a onerous charge, the Ciovcrnor-in>rouncil that it will not be possible to espect 
that measure of oonfideoco which is essentia! to the restoration of peace between the 
communities in Cawnporc if Mr. Bale rcinaitis in charge of the district. 

CoNPrt T Or Thf. Po!.irr. 

TImre is no reason to hold ilir.t the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Rogtes dis- 
plared sny want of activity in do:iliiig with the riots. If his effort appear to have’ 
laeked effectiveness, the adoqiiatc cxplatialinn lies in the fact, for which be in no 
way responsible, that he was entirely without experience of the eity and the men 
under his orders. The Deputy Superintendent In charge of the city Khan Rahadnr 
Sayed Ghtilam Hnasan, is an officer with an excellent record in the past. The 
Ctovernor-in Council docs not consider that he showed the leadership which waa to 
be expected of an officer of his position and knowledge of local conditions, but 
it is noted here that he has lately liccti obliged to take leave for medical rsaaona. 

It remains to deal with the findings of fart recorded by the Commission which 
support the allegations that, in siwiftid eases, the subordinate officers of police 
were guilty of lark of initiative and the consisblcs of apathy or posit'»o doroHc* 
lion of duty. The (iovcrnor-iii-Counctl is not in entire agreement with certain ob- 
servations of the Commission, ns for instance, the possibility of warning crowds 
that would be fired on^ for the cireiunstanees seem to have made this unntually 
difficult, a remark which applies cfiuslly to the difficulty of presaing homo lathi 
charges. Again, the loss of touch with the Mohalln t»oiiee was certainly duo in 
part to the unsuitable placing of police stations and lark of out posts. The Go- 
Tcrnor-in-Couneil also doubts wbotlior it would, in th»' eirctim stances with which 
the police were faced during the evniiiig of the March, have been |)0ssibla to 
effect precautionary arrests of h.ad ch,iriieters. The pre(?wlcnt of the 1927 rioti baa 
been quoted, but not only was the outbreak then on n different scale but the arreata 
on tliai occasion seem to have fiern made after the first outbreak of rioting had 
stopped. By the evonrng of the 25th, when the arrests became imssible, bad chaiuetcn 
had taken warning and di.<?appcarcd from their bomrs. 

Ac regards firing on crowds, the report of the Commission itself explains the 
difficulty arising from the rapid disapncsrancc of rioters wh^n the police approached. 
It may be noted that the police actually opened fire on Ibiitcen occasions, lour of 
these instanroa being by standing pickets, but so far ns is known only two peraona 
were killed by it. 

Nevertheless, taking into consideration the whole of the facts, the Governor-in- 
Council is obliged to agree that there scents no sufficient explanation of the facta, 
that in certain typical cases, in particular sneh as burning of the temple in Meatoo 
Road or of the Aiznza Mosque, no effective action was taken in spile of the pKsence 
of bodies of police in the vicinity. There is again evidi ncc that individual eonstablei 
or bodies of constables failed in their duty to attack or apprehend rioters or to 
keep to custody those handed over to tbt m. It would he ncccsMry for the Local 
Government to undertake at once a departmental enquiry in order to aseesa the res- 
ponsibility of any individual subordinate concerned in the inetdents to which the 
Gommission refer. The Oovcrnor-in-('onncil believes however that his posHlou will 
be folly appreciated when in aiinouncitig this decision be states, at the same time, 
his conviction ^at if the evidence taken by the Commisaioo has revealed that indi- 
vidual membera of the police force at Cawnpore were guilty of dereliction of du^t 
this ia no indication of the impaired morale in the United Provineea* force at a whole* 
Throughout a long periofl of most exceptional strain, it baa maintained its loyalty, 
iti aenie of duty and high standard of conduct. In the recent eommuoal distimui- 
ces, eneb as those which occurred at Benares or at Agra, its action was efibetive sod 
deeiaive. Theevento which occurred in Gswnpoie itaell during the reeeut Muhurrsm 
oeldnitioiM sbow that it has not lost the eapecity lor prompt end eflbetife eetto* 
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‘'CXCEPnOlTAL CUtCCtfSTASrCBB*' 

U htf baea •uRgoited that the poUcj adopted by CkijreimMa* lo fte Im 
of an agitatJoD adToeatloe diaobadieneo of law, and tne final Htna of the agitation 
In an agiaement of trbicii the ficat reanlt waa the general leleeae (A pdaoom 
have hnpaiied the mentality of the police force to anch an 
it fdnetaot to face ita dntiea even in Um faw of aevwe eommn^ 
Goeomor*in-Cdnneil doelinca to bdiece that thia can be troc, Bp will 
not accept the ineiitenta of Oawapore in March laat aa endcnee of iU train, for 
legaida the ^nmataneea aa In every way exceptional, police eitolmaliniena 
there hid to face a andden oommnnal ontbreok of unezampM nwcMty at a moamt 
when iti attention had been primarily directed to the poaaibili^ of a dcaaonatn^ 
egalnat the Qofernment, Ita atrength waa inadconate and ita diapoaitmn mnitable, 
a to for which tbc Government had admitted ita own xeqmnaibiliiy. It 
nnfortnnatdy loat initial control of the aitnation, and forcea were at once let looae 
whidLlor the moment, overwhelmed it There need be no dwire to palliate any 
proved dereliction of duty, but thoac who are beat acquainted with the ccmpositira 
and character of the ibcoe will bo least disposed to draw concluaiooa unfavonraUe 
to It aa a whole, if in iheae circnmatancca individnal anbordinates or aome of the 
rank and file failed in fhehr atandard of dnty. 


Abststance of the Military 

The Gommiaaton deacrrlic, in some detail, the very valuable help given by the 
military anthoritiea during the conrae of diaordcc. and the GovcrnorMn-Oonncil 
deairea to reeogniae the wady support given to the local Government by the District 
Oommander and the action taken by the officer-in-commaad of tbc troops at Cawnporc 
thfoimliout the period of the disturbances. The report of the Oommiaeion refen to 
the cEange in the diapoaition of the troops on the morning of the 25th March which, 
In ibeir opinion, Involved oouaeqticncca which if unforeecen at the time were nn- 
donbtedly serions in rrault. The concentration at the District Board Graces waa 
obviously based entirely on considerations of a military natnre. It also refers to the 
fact that there were in the initial stegos of the operations somewhat divergaait views as 
to the moat appropriate method of utilising the military forces availa^ The 
Governor-iii-Conneil strongly deprecates any tendency to exaggerate the fact that 
divergent views existed, and be certainly does not wish to qualify on that account 
hia acknowledgment of the value of the nsmstance rnidcrcd by the Office Com- 
mandiiig and the troops under bis charge. Moreover, it is clear that the difference 
of views caused no (Knoiial frieiion between the two autboritics. If there is any 
inference to be drawn from these incklcntsw it is only that it is necessary to 
agree in odvanec, and maintain up-to-date srhemes for dealing with communal as 
wdl as other disturbances. Measures to ensure this arc now being taken by the 
local Government in consultation with the (lenerul Oflicer Commandiog*in-Chief. 
Eastern Command. 


The Report 

The Commission's rc|>ort is divided into three beads namely .* (1) prodisnosing 
causes ; (2) immediate causes ; (tl) course of the out break and measure taken to 
meat it. jt covers thirty-one printed foolscap pages excluding the appendices. 

The OoromisBioD trace the lucklcnte till rioting bad spread all over Cawnporc. 
Tho agent provocateur theory advanced by some witnesses that a C. I. D. 
officer got himsidf by a Htndn crowd and caused trouble ia rejected without 

hesitation aa evideaeo supporting the story was vague and meagre. The Commission 
ezprcaa the opinion that although the first impression was that it waa an anti- 
BnUah or anu^Government movement aa a British Civil t^urgeon and a English lady 
were among the first to be asaanlted, that does not seem to have been the eaae. 
These attacke/woie merely part of the strict enforeement of a hartal according to 
which no one was to be permitted to proceed otherwise than on to. . ^ _ 

Oominc to the* actual outtenmk the Oommiaeion lefer to the doinge of the Veuar 
SeDt in enfotemg a hartal, faying their linger on what is deMribedf m the cracial 


GaWKPOBE eiotb enquiry committee report » 


iiliafe betwwD 4 o’dock tod 6 o’clock oo 24Ui Mtich efwinft, when wilhin a Isir 
fioim of the outbntk, the temple on Mettoo Rood tnd Chtuk Btstr mocqtie wen 
hamt In this connection the Oommimion tute : It is common opinion end Iho 
Diitrict Maidetrite (Mr. J. F. Sale) bos told ns so himsdft that it was the* newt of 
the barniog of the temple tnd mosque that caused that sodden fury of paaihm 
which swept the riot out of control and carried it with uiiprecedontod .spell to the 
farthest quarters of the City. Again, it was the failure to deal with the situation 
on Meston Road during this penod and particularly the burning of the temple and 
mosqne that led to the fury and rapid spromi of the trouble into the adjacent 

The Oommissico state : It appears to us that I be Magistrate waa fatally 'alow In 
appreciating the seriousness of the situation. The temple in Meston Road has a 
history behind it. This v^ry spot where the temple and Maebli llatar mosque stand 
facing each other was the scene of a serious riot in 1U13. Miislinis and Hindus 
both had apeeial memories and antagonisms connected with these shrines.' 'The 
District Magistrate knew this. He was not f.ir frotn the s[x>t. It was no .time for 
him to turn aside and lease it. 

The Commission hold that the Govertimont of the rnited Prorioces acted proi^ty 
as soon as they were informed of the insnflletonry of tho force in Cswnpora They 
think that the police rightly concentrated on the Meston Road instead of at the 
Kotwali, thereby averting a pitched battle ImIwcvii the com inn nil ics. They reoognlecd 
that there were many among the police who were on duty for over thirty honrs and 
it waa difficult to distinguish shirkers from the work- weary, though the failure of 
some brought blame on ail. 

Referring to the Honorary Mugistrates and leading iion-oflficials, the report toys 
that their high civic position entails special responsibilities on such occasions, ^d 
any one only occupying such a position should have conic forward to cxerciao hit 
influence. In this there was a conspicuous failure. 


The following are further details of the report It, with a brief skotcb regarding 
Bhagat Singh explaining why the hartal on the occnsiuii of bis execution whm 
excited strong feelings among the parti<fH covering a wide rniigo of political thought— 
contained special elements of danger. As soon as the execution of Rhagat Hingb 
became known in Oiwopore on the 24th. March, the Town Congress Coniinittse 
immediately called for a naiial and a procession at tl in the afternoon. In the coarse 
of the hartal, Hindus and Muslims came to blows. This developed into a riot of 
nuprecedentsd violence and peculiar ferocity, which spread with unexpected rapidity 
through the whole of the city and even beyond it. Murders, arson, snd looting wm 
widespread for three diys. The loss of life and property was great. The death roll 
was probably between 400 to 500. A large number of temples snd mosques were 
desecrated, burnt or destroyed. A very large number of homes were burnt and 
pillaged. 

The Commission proceed to state that with the exception of IocrI Congress Com- 
mittee (which declined to give permission to its Vice-President to give evioenoe on the 
ground that the of.Ocials bad refused to give evidence before the enquiry on 
behalf of the Congress) all bodies and individuiilH invited by the Commiuiou to co- 
operate did BO. 


“PREDiHPOBiSft Causes of RioTtx^i” 

Under the heading “Predisposing Causes” the Comm*' siou deal with phases of Mr, 
Qandhi’s movement in Cawnporo with its attendant featnres. hartals, picketing, etc, 
Taoseem movement, the Muslim attilude vis-a-vix the “nalional movement,” the pceoliar 
inflammable elemcuts in Cawnpore popuMiion. and the remreaakms of the commooil 
ontbeeaks in mofassil towns such as. Agra, Mirzapnr snd Benares. 

The Commission point ont that the bsrUls which were mostly Congress sflTairs 
sflbeCed two communities a*ost serioasly. The Muslims came to look on the Oongreaa 
orgaoiietiob as practically a purely Hindu body and the estrangement^ between tho 
oommunities was accentuated by the courr* Uken by the movement. The two oom- 
mnoHies came more definitely face to face with each c‘hc‘ than ever before. 
CcAgreaa Hindni were irritated .vHh Muslims and Hindu traders in Cawnpore wsio 
jesltm of MnsUms. People were exasperated with what a witoesa descrlbM aa the 
“Tyranoy of the Congress”, Many mdependen, witnesses opiiied that the CifR 
Disobedieoee movement resulted io s weskeniug of suthority andi respeet for Ian god 
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Importwoe to this in AmU u theotiue oi the 
ontbveU. Its efteet in Cswnpore wu probably indireei 
4 - .ffj* inciwlnjewbit^rment of the feelioff between the two commaaities 
tliiA the eanie of the ontbresk has to bo sought, tod the cause of that ioereuS 
embitterment is to the found in the coarse tAen by the moTeinent** . 

WiA r^ereoce to the Taoaeem moyement the report says “One remarkable thing 
is that so ^ as we Muid asceruin, no leading Muslims betooged at any time to 
TsBseenL But the (fommisston feel that Taoaeem had its elTea in stirmg the deter- 
mination 43i the Mnslims and that its importance should not be ignored. 

Under t^ hea^ng ^Immediate Causes” the calling and enforcemeot of a hartal 
is dealt with. The Cwnpore Committee did not see that it would result in 
a communal outbreak. There was nothing so hurtful to the cause thw had 
at heart M communal trouble at that time. They may therefore be discharged of 
any culpable responsibility for the immediate outbreak. It must have been present 
to tlw mind that a hartal in memory of lihagat Singh would particularly stir the 
imaginauon of the younger people and boys and youngmen would see that the 
har^ in honour of thdr own hero Bhagat Singh would be slriclly complete and 
in this lies the explanation of the immediate cause of the outbreak. 

The course of events and the mcasurfo taken to meet the outbreak arc dealt 
with under the next head covering by far the greater portion of the report. 

It is recorded that when the execution of Bhagat Singh was dcci ded nnon 
iafoeoiitiou wss passed on to the district magistrates from everywhere. Mr. Sale infom- 
ed the Officer Commanding and asked the troops to be kept in readiness against anv 
emetgenoy. Important links in the confusing chain of cvenu are mentioned, 
statting with the “Vanar Sena” activities, the trouble on Meston Road, the plunder 
ifjfi 1 Bluslim Iwokshop and the attack on Chauk Bazar Mosqne, the fighting near 
Moulginl Cross Roods and the arrival of Mr. Sale and the Superintendent of Police 
Mr. Bugert, at about 3 p, m. on Meston Road. Mr. Sale held a conference there 
with his officers inolading two Deputy Afagistrates when it was decided that the 
police oould do without military aid, but that it was essential to issue an order 
under Sec^ 144 Cr. P. C, About 3-30 p. m. the DIstirct Magistrate accompained 
by a few Hindus and some Muslims left the scene to issue the order. The C^mi- 
taiott mention that both the Mestou Road Temple and the Obauk Bazar Mosone 
w«e eet on fire at ubout 4 p. m, and the situation definitely grew worse. Shortly 
hefon 6 it was decided that the situation was beyond civil control and military 
•id was asked for. ' 

This is described as the eruciai stage of the trouble and finds promineDt mcn- 
tioa in the Commission's remarks regarding the measurm taken to meet the out- 
bleak. This a grave situation. Neither the Distnet Magistrate nor his experienced 
City Magistrate was in the city in those critical hours from 4 o'clock till six. The 
Commisiioo thioks it uuiortuuate that Mr. Sale, while going to his office, should 
have goue Ihroui^ some side-lanes instead of returning by the main diiect route up 
throu^ Mestou Road, where the temple was burning. 


PoUCE LxOIFi'ERESCE ANO iNAtTIVITY 

The Oommission, procoedii^, state : * Every class of witnesses before us who gsve 
expression otherwise to the widely difTercnt points of view agi^ in this one les^t 
that the police showed indiflcrence and inactivity in t^ing with the various 
inddeuU in riot. These witnesses include European businessmen, Muslims and 
Hindus of alt shades of opinion, military officers, the 8 ccretai 7 of the Upper India 
Chamber of Cemmerce, repcetentatives of the Indian Christian community 'and 
even Indian officials, it is impossible to ignore such uoaoimity of evidenoe. Ihej 
have given a number of iustanccs and. though some of them are capable of 
expUnaikm, yet there is no doubt in onr mind that during the lint three days 
of the riot, the poree did not show that activity in the disdiarge of their dntiro 
whieh was expeeted of them. In coming to this conclusion, we have in mind a 
number of oaaea which ^ not admit of any doubt, e. g., those in Parmat Owaltdll, 
tiadar Batnir. Sabhimaadi, ana Patkapur. In contrast to the instances record, 
wt see what effect! a action was possible from the success aUained by Mr. Ookar 
Deputy Buperintendent ot Police, who was tent to Stssmau on teo^ of 
tiottMe in that quarter and who by prompt action quelled the disturboiioe and 
efboted over fifty arrests in a abort lime. 
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Watcb Am Waii> Stavt's Failou 

On Qm rabje^ Watch and Ward alalTa liUlnra the Oomniiaioii aute * •K)ii 
the moraio/t of tbn 25th there were terrible atroeitice eoainitted in Bengalee llohalla at 
a eoaparaufdj eton dietanoe from Meeton Heedquartera. No Inrormation eeeaM 
to ^ee reached the policei thoagh newe waa receited bj Mr. Vidjarthi in tine to 
enable hin to reicite a namber of Maatime iu localitj. We nave only ftifen 
thie aa an inatance, but the tame appliea to the whole of the beat police. It appeaia 
to m that theac oonaublea were not fb>iiig on their beata. Tho authoritiea were 
relying on Una force for their information, out they ought to ha?o realieed by the 
noon of the 25th that their t)cat peliee were not doing their duty and they ought 
to hare taken aome immediate atepc to improve ibeir aourcca of information. The 
handicap thua caused to Mr. Rogers aiiif hia aaaiaUnt, Mr. Reward, who were 
quite new to Cawnpore, ia recogniaed. The Comroiaaion state (hat there may be 
eome truth too in the theory adranoed by some witnt'saca that tno police had grown 
no accuatomed to non-in terhrenre during the civil diaobedience movement thet they 
had neither the wish nor the will to iritrrveuc. Now they were not thfoiedvea the 
attacked party, and so to iiitfrfevc aa little aa |yoaaible may have aecmed to any of 
them to be the line of b^nat reactance and dang T. Whatever may be the true 
cause of the inactivity, we conaider ihnt, luid the Uiatrict Magtatrale rcaliaed the 
effect hie presence in the ejty wna bofiud to produce, it would have gone aonte way 
towards countering it. imp )rinnco U atinebed to th** part played by lln* military 
but regarding the principle of i mice iitrai ion** on which the mditary inaiated the 
Commitaion state: *'We th nk ;iii occaaioti when the rigidity of the piiuciplo cau 
and should be relaxed ia a t' lmiuunal riot.' 

Tkiih*ti: To Mi:. Vipyaiiiiii 

Regarding the late Mr. Vidyarihi. the ConuuiKiiinn ataic: ^'Whatever pisy be said 
regarding the causes of the out-br4nik, Mr. Vidymrthi deaervea the Irghcat praise 
lor hia aelfleaa devotion during the riots and the fearlcaa manner in which he 
met death, aoccouring the* disir(*ssed. This was in keeping with hia known 

character.” 

A tribute U also paid to the rir: htigsde and th^ T. P. Kirana Seva SamitI 
who have add*ni to iWir icputiii iii hy tlenr tireJess and often dangeroua work. 

They removtnl dead bodies wiiluit thought t a* ih<‘msidvcs and helped the 

wounded. Their sx’ihI acrvice w:is of the gn*alcst value and tho Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. i*h:idi». d' Si^rrct ingli rouimi n latioii for the cicdUmoc of hia 

organisation. 


Tie Salter CoHsitlee Reparl 

On India’! Material Development 


The MiliMt •ftabliabinent of centrml mid pro? indal ad? iaorv ocooomie oonncilt 
itpraMotatifa of nooffleial inttitutiona, %forkiiiK through tperiaiiiod tiib-eoiDmiitaea. 
•od odaptod to admtnittntife diviaions and areas of a fast aKricuUnral country like 
India, is what is roeommeoded by Sir Arthur Salter, Director of the Economic and 
Flaandal Seetioo of the Secretariat of the licague of i^ations, whose report to the 
GovaniaMBt of India was published from Simla on the pM. Jum 1031, 

Sir Arthur was asaiatea in his taak by Mr. A. E. Falkin who is also a member 
of the Lsague Secretariat and their fisit was brief. 


Tutbrnational Position 

Baierrinc to the special conditions and needs of India, Sir Arthur Salter obserres 
that India » al once one of the Ki^ratest of agricultusal countriea and alao, by inter- 
natkMial raeoipiitian as expressed throuftb the liesRiie of Nations, one of the eight 
priaeipal ladoslrial coitotries of the world. Bat her industries, while already impor- 
tant enough to secure her this position^ are at present small in comparison with her 
Mrieulture and emaH also in relation to tne future extension which they are no 
Mit deatined to achie? e. 

Canada Ite Model 


Tht defalopaent which India oontemplatea, may be preaumed to be in the diiee- 
lien in which Oanadn haa already made aueh progtett, that of an improfement in 
the teehniqne of economical, agricultural production, combined with the aimulUuMOOs 
aulafiemeol of induetrial and oomraerctal acti? ily. in Utia defeloproent it may be 
•ntieipnl^ that, aa in other eountriet and probably more than in moat, Uie aetira 
Mifatanm nod gnidanea ^ the Qotemmenl and oAeial machioery win be utiliaed. 


The Oofemment ahonld hare for its guidance the benefit of the beat expert 
opiaion, both aa to the dtreetion in which ascistaocc ebould be giren and aa to Ita 
form and sselhod. 

The aeeond point it that tboae intmita which may be adteraely afieeted by any 
piopoani may hafe aa alfecUTa a means of expressing tneir fiews as are poaaeaaed by 
Ihoat whom the proposal may directly benefit. It is, for example, at we aball aee 
later, of abaoliitefy fital import«nee that a due balance ahall be preserfcd in any 
organiaation between thoee wbo repracent the interesta of agriculture on the one 
hand, and induatriaa on the other, lo apite of her industrial aohief amenta and 
embiliona, India to predominantly an agricultural country. The great bulk of her 
mQmflittkrn depend lor their liriog directly upon the produee of the coil sod would 
he Mfcrealy MRctsd by any policy which was iniunoua and nnjnat to agrieultural 


A Quintuple Problem 


Another oh? kms eommeni ie that the need for co-ordination of poUey in India to 
Mater than in oonatriii with a eentraliaed »7ernmant and difficultiea of aeeuiipg 
H an aho gnalsr. Inatead of oo-ordioation between different departments of a aingls 
admintotntm, indie needs eo-ordiostioo, (s) between the depsitmenU of the eeotnl 
QoternsMDi, (b) between thoee of etch prorinoial Oorernment. (cl between the eentn 
end the pcofinoeib (d) between the pnrrioeec tbamielfei, and (a) between Brittoh 
Indie ana the States. It is a quintuple, not a atngle problem. 

Bstaiding the audn purposes and fundamenlal ooocsptioo of any scheme soiled 
to the spseiel oonditions of Indis, Sir Arthur obterfss, what la required lo the eaa> 
ctolion not only of siport opinion but of repnoeeutife oninioo-HipinloQ whieh 
to reprssanfatift of tfsiy mein sphsie of oiganiMd eeonomic life of the oouotry* 


THE SALTER COUMTTTISE REPORT W 

PRACTICAL EXPKftlXKCB 


U>xftTiTrTiox or Commii ms 

The bftlaiicc of opinion ii tlriick in fMroiir of coinuiitlff* prcdomiuetitlj unofll* 
12*1 in etoteter, but member* of (^vcnimrnl mifiht itell Attend tlie eoftimitteM. 
ootn central and prorincial. aiid privent i.tatemeitta or make etplanatimie. 8ie»- 
taciea or mrinanent office* could ik* drawn from Government eerfice. The acheM 
aa generally aci^pted could be put into o|)eration by thoae who hold office under 
new constitution, unlc** its earlier creation is welcomed by public opinion. 

CrxiitAf. Kt:oxo.wir Coryf ii. 

Shr Arthur i^ulfcr next outline* the composiiioii of the central economic adfiaory 
couueil with a t4 niirc of throe to five year*, locatetl at a central place like Delhi hut 
meeting tometime* in comnicrchtl rciifra! ceulrc*. 


in which both political end economic 
ilexiiy and in which the will, therefoie. 
in wisdom and experience. At e tiaM 
m and Lexiaiaturee era bound to ht 
olitical problema and conaideratione. In 
ouch of the praelicid experience of tlm 
cmlmdicd in a form whieh enabim il lo 
aa Chambers of Commerce with rerj 
also ill other *uberee of economic eelifily 
lich mi|(ht riisbie collcetife opiuiotie lo 
nominaii'd. 


India ohyitmely has be^ her a period 
pfobleins will be m jKreal difficulty and comt 
ne^ to call upon afl her potential rifsoureea 
when economic questions ere urgent, ftfiuist 
preoccupied to an exceptional degree with p 
tbeee eaeumstanoct, it is an adrantage that 
mutty In the economic quesUoni. is already 
find ooHeetirc exprmsion in such institiitiona 
ranring degm of completeneae. There are 
MO expert knowledge central institntioti* wl 
be expressed or represcutatiTc persons to be 


( 'OMI^OSITION* 

It is to c'oiiKisl of priKOiis !• tig ihe following of ecoiioniii expe- 

rience. iotercsl or rcecai ch 

fa) Agriculture, bioikiiig mid iinniice. (fitun each iiisin category of banks), com- 
merce, consumer*. <t>-operative orgaiittatioiJ« cGonoinisl*. industry, Isbonr orgiulsa- 
liOD, members of the Legislature, official*, railways and communications : 

^C6) Representatives of the provincial councils snd rcprescnlstires of the Indian 

(c) Reprcscutaiires (one each) from such national bodies as the Indian Gotten 
Gommittee, the laiitr Board, the Imperial Council of AKiicuIttirsI Rceoareb, the 
Jute Committoc, and the Reserve Bank when crested. 

6ir Arthur t!5ii|ter suggests the iippniiiinient of a imid whole time chairman, and 
aa lor the rice-chairman he must be able to devote n considerable pari of bis time 
to the work of the couik 11 . 

.Srii.»Ea* 


Example* of the kind of aiibicets on which this couueil would give adrica are. 
establlsbment of land mortgage bank system, the desirability of creating a tobacco 
monopoly, cxieoaioD of bydro-cbctric ,r<owers, a general control acheme lor |ole, 
markmg problems in tuany as))crts (distributive organisation for terctral cloaoci 
of commMities, grading sratems, the exteoaiou of warehouses, both in oonoeetion 
with marketing and as a Basia of the issue of warehouse certificates as pert of the 
eiedit eysteiu of the couiitrv) and the condition of certain induslriee a. ff> the match 
lodnstry. 

WiPBB Problem?? 


Finally two poaaiblc ioatancta of problems rei^utriiiK intcsligalioo of a 
extended end somewhat difterent kind may be mentioDcd ^ , ..... 

Fiiati that of drawing up in main the outline of a general plan of India a 
nomie end induitrial development in the nest few decades, as some initde to foe 
^Rnetion of State policy : and second that of foreseeing measures lequfnd to 
cent or miOgote some of the disastrous social consMueptrea in bpuaitig end It. 
aonditaone, etc.) that hare often resulteil from rapid induetnahsstion and whidh t 
unthont deliberate preventive roeMurcs, assume a particularly aerions form in ‘ 
of.the exiating eastern conditions as to standards of hviiig, etc. 

^ Each of thew last two examplci also illaatrates the neemeity of aaspdetion 
the specialised committees eppomted by the council, speeialists drawn from 


UD 


Jbf ft vn- 


THE 8ALXBE OQMMma 

of the eoQiieil Itietf (e. §.) osperto in loro 
e). SoBie of the above ftiilil^ ftiifthi 
vb^ eoftftcU or oeverai fMroviueiftl eonoeili ia 

PtOVUICIAL OoUBClLfl 

fiegftidiof the piovioeifti oonoelli^ the report tneneeu the eooipoeitioo to be 
the eftOM pnodplee ee the eentnl oooodl bat differeot io the iollowfaift iee| 
while the quaKoofttkme of menbeie ehonid be iceoerellj the eero : (airricaltaie. bank- 
iMc and cMmaoe, coneameie, eo-operettve oripuiieatioa, eeooomieta, iodoetry, 

^ ‘ 1km, laemben of the kpielatare. official^ ndlweye and ranmoaical 


00 




labbar ornaoiiatioo, 
tiooe.) 

(a) In oome inatanoei eooie of thefo qoelificationi may not be i 
may be no oo-operative orcaniaaCiona in the pioviDee. 

(M the balaaee woold natorallv vary with the eeonomtc atmetare of the 
provmee ({ate beint; e. y. of epeeillo Importanoe to Benyal, cotton to Bombay etc, 
and io eome caaea acricaltnie being overwhelmIngiT more important than indoat^. 

(e) Thero woald be of cboiee no r^reientativea of other provinoea or of the 
etatea or of all India committee. Provtomai conndta would, therefore, be mneh 
eoMlIer, averaging perhapa 90 aa compared with 50. 

id) Provincial connciU would meet more frty|aeiit.lv, in aome instauees perhapa 
once in a quarter, others once a month. Nearly ail tboir membera would uaually be 
reaident in or reaaonablj near tha capital of the provia(*e, lo that* little czpcnac or 
loaa of time In travelling would be involved. 

Among aueh aubieeta miy bi att'.sgeated agiin purely as ezamplea, the following : 
poaaibilitim of developiog aubttdiary cottage indnstries (and also perhapa anbatdiary 
agrienltara! prodnetion) in order to oocapy the spare time and aupplement the 
leaoureei of the agricnitnral worker, the extent to which intensification of oultivation 
if profitable and possible marketing systems and methods. 


Like with Oekeva 

As ragaidi the main product and imports of provinees, etc., the report auggeaU 
the desirability of eatabliabing a link between the Lo^e of Nations and the new 
advisory councils in India by securing a representative member, perhaps the chair- 
man of the central council being appointed a member of the Leaguers Economic 
Oooaultative Committee, which meets annually at Geneva. 

Conoludiiig Sir Arthur Salter says that serious r tentiou to the advice of the 
Indiaa oouaciis would bo iiQp<T.i!ive aii-i where it was not adopted at least an ade- 
quate public exolanatioii of ibe reasons for rejecting it would he expected. More- 
over, as members would draw their authority from a different aonroe than the 
general electorate and as their tenure of office would not coincide with that of the 
i^iilaiures and the Governments, the new sysUm would be favourable to a gmatec 
continuity of policy throughout the succetaive changes of parties and of Ministers 
aud it would give (he country some assurance that tbit policy being based not only 
upon political but also upon economic institutions, bad • foundatiou u broad aa that 
ofthc rotivitiea whose fortunes it affects. 
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THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

Pkesident : Sir H^ary Moacritff-Saiith 

Tbd fini MMioii of ch« newly coottitnted Conncil of State commeneed nl Xew 
Delhi on the iOth, February 1U3I with SSir HenryMoncriffT-bmith, PieeidenL in the 
chaif. Fortyteven new members were sworn in. Tliirteen of them were oflieuila nikl 
the felt non-officials, both elected and nommatod. After tranaactinr a few fonnni 
bnatneea, the honae adioumed till neat day. 

RjCTFJtTlOX OF PftESEKT ElECTOHATK 

litk. FEBRUAH Y :^After interpelloiiona to-dsy, AhduHa Sy^dl Htuiain hmmm 

mofed ft reaolntion that Ubia House doi« not favour indirect election for the CHmneil 
of State*, recommending the retention of the niracnt electorate and the incmae ttf 
the total number of members to 120, of whom 90 be declcd and 40 nominated. 

Ur. Huaaain Imam pointed out that all proviocml t)ovcrnm<nla with the 
eioeption of one or two recommended direct eleetioii and the Oovernmciit of India 
accepted iudireet election merely out of deferetioe for tlie Simon Uommioalon. 
Popular and political bodtea in India fttvoured direct election. When electioiia to 
the provincial Councila and the Aiaembly were to be all on a direct haala, why 
should it be otherwise for the Council of Btatc ? 

Sir B, L. iftller thought it unprofitable to diaciias the question of method of 
election to the Oouncil of Stole without knowing what form the upper honae in 
the federal legiolature would take, which in torn woo dependent on the conititatloo 
and atructure of the lower house. The retult of J/>rd Bonkey'a report woo tbiU thie 
quettion was unietticd at the moment and required dtseuiaion between the rapraaon- 
tative of British India and the Indion Btatca and the repreoentativeo of Parliament 
which was eipected to take place before long. 

The mover withdrew the resolution. 

On the motion of Sir JoMtph Bhom the House agreed to elect three members 
to serve on the Standing Commitue on Roads. 

ISth. FEBRUARY :-^On iht motion of Sir Frank Education 

the House agreed to elect two members to the governing body of the 
Oouncil of Agricultural Research 

The Oommaiider-in-Cbief without a ipeech introduced the BiU to amend the 
Mian Ruerte Farere Act in order to luring the legislation up-to-date and oliO to 
empower the presidency msgistnitcs to try certain clotscs of coset. The Conncil then 
adorned till l7(b. 

i7th, FEBRUARY The Council of State heard to-day for 50 minutee Mr. T. C. 
Uttsseirs speech in presenting the railway budget. 

Punjab Cbimjnat* Pbocedubb Amkni>. Biu. 

Mr, Emereon^ Home Secretaire then moved for the eontlderatiaB of the Bitt to 
enpptomeiU ike Criminal Pri^cmture Rufyab Amendmeni Aei of 1030 oe poaeod hf the 
Aoeembly. He lucidly explained the piovtsions of the Bill wbieb. he empboeieedf 
were intended solely for the proU'Ction of convicted persons by providing m appeal 
to the High Court and for iubmission to the High Oourt for oooftiwtion of any 
•enteoee of death piMed by the commiwiooera. llie Bill, he added, Impoted no 
penaltiet and It wot moved merely in oceordon^ with the asanrtnoe given in tbt 
Panjob Oonneil by the representative of the Puniob Oovernmeot wfth the lull 
Mthoritj of the Oovernmeot of Indio. Mr. Bmeroon reminded tlw Honro that 
te BUI iotrodnoed in dm Ponpih Legialaave Ooondl woe iioaead to « anbetootial 
fm and oeedved tha tapport of a maiority of the Orandl and, tkmnton, it hod 
the enpport of the people ol the Pnnfob. 


Secretary. 

Imperial 
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IHB OOUMOL or BTATB 
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IhM ao Mabir to Midt atthar ia the aaMidenrtlea ate or tolhalhM 
MilSc aad ao withoto aoj fvthat apaete tha Bill «r 


Lour Omunon 
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. IM. FEBRUARY With three non-oflieiel reeoltitioiia on the order 
Oonftcfl »et la a eonpeiBttfeir thin hoaee to-dey. 

Aid imam motea for a aiaatl eommtUre of ie?en laeaiiben of the two 

ehaabeie of the Indian L^latm to adfite the Goreroment on loan operation and 
that thia eonunittee be eonanltcd before eaeh loan ia floated. He made it clear that 
hie oUeOt waa to create pnblie oonAdenee in the aetiona of the OovemaMot rcvard- 
Ins which at preaeat there waa a wide gnlf between the Oofcmmeot and the people. 
fCt coaBmittee would be poreif adfiaory and therefore the Oofemment wonhl not 
loae anythinit by amdng to the motiou. 

Sir Artkar MfiH^aRers, Finance tereUry, deaeribed it nofd, rerolutiona^ and 
wnpreeedented aa nowhere in the imld waa anch an adfiaory eomniitlee In eziatence, 
ii7efen in the Sofiet Bepablie. The membeta of the Aaaembly, in fact, of both 
honace, had opportnnitica to acmtiniae the Gofcmment'a budget diaenaaiona. The 
Btanding Finance Commit^ alwaya aemtiniaed the Goternment’a capital ezpenditnre 
programme and thereby tlic borrowing programme of the Oofcrnment The propoaal 
of the mofcr waa onaeoeptablo becanae in the matter of loan operationa quiei deei- 
■iona moat be taken with perfect aecrecy and with the beat technical aaaiatance which 
waa now afailable from the managing gprernora of the Imperial Bank. Neither 

r d nor aecrecy nor eipert technical ad? ice waa poaaible in caae the membera of 
Standing Oommlttee were acattcred all oter the country. Laatly» the dUBeultiea 
In the wap of regarding aterling loana which 

waa preaent it 


rmM in Eoglan<rby the tiecreUn of Bute, 
r A^ur added that at the ^una Table Conference where he 


Sir _ ^ 

waa agreed that the credit of India moat be maintained at a high lerel and aterling 
loana placed on a apecial footing. The propoaal of the moter, if accepted, would 
letter t^ banda of the future Finance Hiniatcra. (Applanae.) 

The reaolution waa re|ected by tbe Council. 

Reuef to Famiues of Prksionabus Qovt. Seetantb 

A heated debate iben enaued on the reaolotlon of ifr. Kkaparde who mored for relief 
to the familiea of peuaionable Gofcrnment aerranu who die before completiog their 
aerfioe by (a) forthwith frifing eflevt to tbe reaolntion of Mr. Vedamurthiaa amended 
in and accepted by the Council on Feb. 18, by replacing the eziating ayatem of 
pen^na for all gazetted and oon-gazetted Qofemment aerfanta by the ayatem of 
eontribntory funda and (b) granting up to the date of aucb replacement to the 
fomllica of non-gazetted peuaionable Qoferiimeiit aerranta who hare died before com- 
pleling their aerriee a gratuity of one month’a pay for erery year of aerfice eomple- 
IbHj the deceaaed Qofemment aerfant. 

Mr. Khapatde reminded the Council of the Qoferoment’a acceptance of the 
principle of the reaolutiou in 1824 and a promise of enquiry. But nothing had been 
done thoui^ aeteu yeara bad elapaed. Meanwhile many^peraona had died In bar- 
neaa leafing their milioa deatitute. Mr. Khaparde quoted inatancca out of a liat in 
hla poaaaaam which he laid .on tbe table of the bonae. He ezplaioed that the 
plight of the anbordluate aerfice men and laeniala waa far woree than that of the 
clfiraarfloe men and aaid that the contributory fund ayatem if introduced 
cneonrege thrift Hia obieet in bringing tbe reaolution waa to aee that the 
did notlie demant but waa ezpedited and thna aflbrd relief. 

Sir Arthmr Me fFeUsra, on behalf of the Qoferamer^ — 
ln*the Squlry on the iflU rcwlntion. There were thr 
Qofcnmmt inreinta. the central Goferamatig and tin ^ 

arniHaa waa diacuaaed at a coofoMce of the prof incial lepre 




Bir 4nhm Me on bd^f of Qofmn^, ezplained tf^ yy em made 


•n 

. „ to aub* 

— Than wcsre three aneh aeheaMa: fliathr 

laiialj on the Britiah pieeedeniin which thepeaaipo?redncad by one- 

nttwm. Itoktobtodli 
9W at flMte a MUt 
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lo mepl the piofideBt fond 

nod the Oovernment wonhl 


IhaN.im 


ins 


Ml, Kbepude wMidiew the reeolation. 


TnLBFflOKB Gbaioes At Dacca 

Mr* Jagaditk Ckomdra Bamtjre mofod n reeolntion lor redneinff ^ talephone 
etafei In Dneen b«t eold that in riew of the ueninnoee gi?en he inthdiew It 

fih Joeeph Bhoee promptly denied hefioK gifon any iMomnoe nnd only promleed 
n depnrtmentnl enoniiy* 

The iVefidml-4ii fiev of thie whet doee the hon. member propoee to do f 

Mr, J. C. Bailer^— I withdrew my reeolutioo. 

The Council edjonmed till the 21et. 

21it, FEBRUARY :^-OeQenl discumioo on the Reilwey Bndget wee hdd In 
the Oouocil lo-dey. 

Sir Akbar Rkan nrgcd discrimiualing redaction In eleff. Ho 
any riee in ratee and tares at a time of goneral trade depression and prmeiM W 
see some reduction in order to ensure the movement of sgrl5<>lttM prodnete* n e 
pleaded for the development of the railway commantcations in the hrootler rro* 

Bai Bahadur P. C, Dutt was worried by the general trade depressiem and 
ted that the Government experts had failed to suggest a reinwy for ihie Mil. UO 
expressed the opinion that the suggested cut in saTaries should be regarded ss ^ n 
girt of State servants to the nation which would be refunded to th^ at better 
times at retirement or death. He urged the connection of bliil long with the Assam 
Railways which had been rccommtiiided many times by the local Government* 

Rai Bahadur Ramsarandas criticised the growth in expenditure which ^ne was 
responsible for deficit iiispito of incresso in traffic. His lemodics to ™ iltna^ 
tion wore abolition of the non-paying Hail way Publicity Department, wlwdrawal « 
concessions to the Army Department, tranafer lo the Army budget IB tne Wit w 
strategic lines, abolition of appointments like those of spo^ oflloer, wvy reirei^- 
meotin the staff of the Agent’s offices, and redaction of ■•{•rice 

ol officers and of 10 per cent of employees drawing above Rs. 250 tlierm saring a 
cioie and ten lakhs. He opposed the separation of aceountt from svffit at iWi 
time of stringency and prop^ temporary 

denoe insCcM on railway refreshment rooms. He ask^ for the iwntrodncUon ol 
the week-end tieket system. He oomplained against ^vornment 
Mnriime representatioo at the expense only of Hindus and leaving ISuropeanei 
Anglo-Indians and other minorities unsffectod. 

Sir George Rainy, (Kailway Member) winding up the debate, 

P. a Dutt that the question of the construction of a bridge on BnrsM iww wae 
under eonsideration but it was most uolikely that money would be epiwt M It In 
the next financial year as all new construction had been stopped o wmg to 
in the BudgH. He assured Mr. R K. Bun that he wm 

that the eeparation coovcotion could not be satisfactorily settled spart nm by 

oonstitatioiial problem. But the convention must come under SH 

neetion with the constitutunial changes. That was abi^utdy 

any imrrioalar propowd. which might made obvmusly •• ^ 

tituUo^ devefopment the whole queiUon was ra^ as }o “owfor M esm^ 

•onroe of eeotral revenues might be traosfyred to local 

tion of eootribotkm of Railways to (^tial revenues, most come noder enainiontlOA 
along with the whole fotnre system of admlnistr^o of ^ 

AUndiog to the charge that the Rsllwav Board was i® 

revennet for the next year, Sir George Rainy mM vi 

over-peMimism nnd hoped that in the nnajS 

•ome improvement in urn conditione. He told Mr. Browne jhat the Rffilway Boon 
eonld not he treeted in exactly t^ eame ®®®®y “ IS 

in the matter of vednetion of etaff or Miaries, but ct^ thal if .theie wa e^ Jpn eyj 
muy eqienditafe U onght to be cot down.^ iDstroettooi^which ^ ly 
Amm oIRnilwnva. wm perfectly clear and Improvement wee tfpeetea an nnmuh 

oiqnlij wan neoesnify now. Tto Bnilwny Agents most he ijlmi at lanat six i 
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lo the initaetioiii nnhuipcnd by telkB of eeqoiiy eid ha?lBg lo 
Cooeladiiig, ^ Beilwej Eomber thanked Sir Duuhaw WatS lor 
j Mimy and ioin^ him in wiahing lor better tiM te BaSwaji* 
then adioumed till the 23id. 


Bouhdabies Ooiaossion 

FML FEBRUARY The only reaolation on the agenda to-daj waa by Sffed 
H b an efa hum of Bihar urging tne appointment of a boundaries eommia&n to 
oonoidsr^the ques t io n of a n ia l gs ma ti o n of the permanently settled districts of U. P» 
and Boogal on the border of Bibar with Uie provinee of Bihar. He made a brief 
■peoeh easohaeiiing that with the almost certain dismemberment of Orissa front 
Bmar the latter pioiinee wonld become imporerished and find it diffienlt to carry 
OB the adndnistrati on. 

Sir B. L. IfiUer opposed the resolution as the LegislaUte Ooundts of BSmr, 
Bengri and U. P. had not expressed themselres on the proposition. Unless there 
was an agreement between the Legislatire Oonncils of the there proriuees concerned 
It was premature to discuss the proposition in the Council of State. The Siama 
Oommiarion had only emphasised the urgency of the cases of Orissa and Sind and 
left om lor future Oonncils the re-adiustments of boundaries. 

Jfr. A JT. Aseii objeeted to land tenure being made a basic principle of 
ledlttribntion of profinces. He hinted at the growing anti-Bengalee feding in 
Bihar and protested at the suggestion of a slice of Bengal being Ucked on to Bihar 
in order metelj to enrioh Bihar when the Biharees themselfea had not taken etepa 
of enriching tfiemselTea. For example, he aaked, way had not Bihar thonght of taxli^ 
the mining induatriea against those outsiders who had no registered dneos in thetr 
own profinee 7 

Nawab MnsammUnllah Khan and Baja Rampal Singh both of U. P. ioined with 
Hr. Bisn in oraoaing the resolution. 

The mofer withdrew the reeolution. 


PnopOBTioN IN Army Becruitmekt 

Bdib. FEBRUARY One motion and four bills figured on the Agenda when the 
Oonneil of State met this morning to transact official business. 

Bhe CemsMfidsr-iii-Ckts/; replying to Saiyid Hussain Imam, Mid that the figures 
lor aetual appoIntmeDte to the Indian army rary from year to year. He, howerer, 
gifc figures lor the fseancies. At present, he Mid, a maximum of 82 facanciea were 
oflkred to Europeans. Of these 70 were obtainable through Sandhurst and 12 throngh 
the unifendties, The maximum ofTered to the Indians wss ten nntil 1928 when Um 
numbsr inotesimd to 25 of which 20 are by direct entry to Sandhurst and fi?e by 
nomination of the Viceroy’s commissioned officers who proceed to Sandhont after 
being oominated. There haa been no year in which all the racancies for Europmos 
and Indians were filled. The deficit has been partially met by transfers from British 
■STfioiC. The approximate total number of Indian and European offieera admitted to 
the Indian army during the year 1925 to 1930 were Indians 57 snd Europeans 49l 
whieh gifii a proportion of little more than one Indian to nine Europeans. The 
ioraiolng figures are exelusire of the rscancies recently opened to Indians at Wool- 
iriSB and Oiinwell. Four Indians hays passed into Woolwich snd six are under 
training at Oraowell. It has been always the intention of the Gofernment to ineresae 
the number of yaoaneies opm to Indians within the limits required by effieieney as 
1000 as a soflleieBt flow of candidates of Uie right stamp waa fortbeomw The 
uumber of Indian yaeaneiea at Sandhurst wss more than doubled in 19^. The 
pcopoiali lor further inerease have been unte consideration lor sometime. 

m Phfllip (Mwode reminded the Oonneil that the Indian Bound Tkble Confer- 
enee hod deeided to appoint a eommittee to make reoommendatioos lor an Indian 
military eoUege. This qnmon it closely rdated to that of IndianiMtion and the 
OofomsMBt propoee to ooaaider the two snbjeeta together. 

Ojfugul Bills. 

On the BMdion of Mr. Woodhead, the Oonneil agreed to rieet six non-offieial 
m—bfi to the Omitral Advieory Oonneil for Bailwaya. The Oonneil also passed 
tho mmuMm hUh to Ike /aeoms-BuB del, tk# hdian Tarritorial Foreu Act and Ike 
AmrlWary Pbroas Ad aa pamsd to the l^ridative Aaaemhiy. On the motion of the 
OwimiiiiWr la Chto tha Mfou Jbssrvs FEtcm Aei A m mdmmU BUI was passed. 
Xhs OMbiD then sdlouiBid. 
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AM WEBBUABT t^-Ths Oomicil of Stito ditooMed lo-div obIv om MB*ofMd 
itM fKMnmM tho ionMlioo of « 

on?“ ¥*^ ^ 

of,tlio|iimt>]r|rtm o^^ Infadag m 

I Ibdu m lo be fdfen the 
the IndiiniiatfaMi S tbe ofltoai 



and laid that whan] 

, it waa only right that i 

^TZiiS^Attar Khao aJ^hit the recommendationa of the 

eonaidMUj moc^ bv ^ Sab>Oommittee of the Booiid Table Ooa- 

nad Indiamaatten ^ been decided npon. He peraonanf tho^ that^ee^ 
]date Indknlaatioa would take aeveral years and sefenl deonoea. Detelle of the 
Sonne^tm^ Oonferaoe Sub-O^tteTSm nS^Mne M 

Hoyfc. “«▼« Wng a lesoludoa when the faete were aaoie adequate. 

Saidw SbTde? bingh alkuM to the reeommaDdatkma of the SulhObaamlllea of 
the London Oonlereoce on Defence and enphaaiaad that daienee wtt in fhluo to be 
jmeem of ^Indian people and ate^uai now batata to atari an Indian 
Sandhnta He nrta that a ^minittee of esperta aa neommendcd tanid meet 
htanwhile Ite wanted that the number of Indiana Uta lor Sandhunt at the 
half-yearly Mmpetitife eiaminationa in India ahonld be doubled^ that ia» raiaed 
from 10 to 2a 

Mr. p. A. Nateaan did not atlMh much importance to the Skcan Oommiltae 
report^ beeanae that committee did not hare before it the ReMrta of the Military 
BMuirementa Committee and the Indianiaafion of Indian Army Oonunittca of 1181 
and reapeetively. Both theae committees had at that time prepared a ent and 
dry aelmep recommending complete Indianisation of the Indian ^*rmy within 85 
years without afleeting the efficiency of the Army. For some reason or other, both 
thoM reports were kept away from the Skeen CommittesL And. in fact, but for the 
patriotism of some Indian members and also the candour of Mr. Thomas, these two 
doenmeota would not hare been afailable to the Defonee Bub-Oommlttea of the 
London Confesence. The only question now wit, how to gite effect to the leeom* 
mendatlons of the Defence Sub-Committee of the Oonimence. That wu lor eaqta** 
Sir Philip Ghetwood, Commander-in -Ghte^ replying on behalf of the Gowom* 
ment, said that the intentkm of the Gofornment was to earry on the woric ef Iht 
Ronnd Table Oonierenoe. The Indian Gofemment wu in aommnnication wftb hie 
Majesty's Goremmeot u to ways and means, the Oofernmeot had been eon 
ing with hia Majesty’s Goremment u to steps that ahonld be taken on the 
mandatioae of the Defence Sub-Committee. Hia Majesty's OoTemment had i 

the pciiicipie of more rapid lodianiaation and the creation of an Indian Bm 

The lodiaa Oofcrnment had aceepied it and u the bead of the Indian Army ilao 
had ncee p ted it. 

Aa lor the appointment of an expert committee u recommended by the Loodoo 
OonlercnoiL there bad been some correspondenee on the definition of to expe rt . Bis 
Majaaty’s Goremment’s reply wu that this term ineinded any person, whnher O0« 
eiai or otherwiae, who wu qualified by special knowledge ana experienu to eoBtrl- 
bute to the eolation of the problems. The immediate problem wu the * 
of a military college to timia Indians for sll arms of the 


^ Indian defence l ote e. For 

i own put, be Sui arrifed at certain concluion which, when made pmbHe, would 
be iound to rqiresent a snbstantial adrance on the present position, profided there 
were euffieient candidates foiihooming. 

The eommittee of experts to be appointed would include reprcuntelifu of tho 
Indian States. Next March, the presence of the Indian Prineca in eonaaetta with 
the saaaion of the Chamber of Pnnees would be ayailed of lor diaenaaing the repre* 
iiaitatlnn of the Indian Btatea. 

Howeter. the eommittee would meet in Simla u soon u the Oofemmenl nf 
of India had mo?ed np to the hills. There wu thus no barking star of ta qner* 
Uon of BMm rn|M Indianisatioa or the estebliabmeDt of n mUilary eoUcga. lodaaq. 
the e np u t eommittee wonld meet in Simla not in on atmoapbain of iwnillty^ jHiUh 
■tt a eb ed to the prerions committees like tbs Skeeo Oommittu or tlw Vrata 
Heqtaaunte Committee or the Sta Committee, becenu the prindpla of In dtat an* 
tiou had bean aeoapted end the yonng pinnt of indinniantlon wu to ha undn to 
smr watt. The committee wonld meet to Implement the new pdUey naaouaead by 


in 


iHB aomrciL sms 



rflian poHtiWiI fflP 


tfM trambraft 4l» SmumI UUe CbnlenMe. 

MbM woBB ril wmM ooft now. 

CModiag die ConflMBd«4ii<^ . 
d IIm Amy, lor Idtan in mr iraB l _ 
irilniBi ffes moliitiaa waa vithdraM. 

Bolh Wt. H. II. Mahta aad Mr. K. B. Banicaawaial lyaogar, aba had i 
Ihe nieaaa of pdlideai n ria oaaH^ did ac* mora ihea. 
j itafidaot aDaoanoed fiiMlfaM A. Hannd. O. A. Kateiaa, Baasaaiaa llaa 
1 JBb M. Baaa had baea da ct ad to the fifcaadiag Eaqieralioa CamiMtiOB. TheOano- 
aO 4|dioiiraed tiD aeit day. 


26$k. FJBMB UART:-^Tkb Oaaaed of Slate aat Ibr liuDBehoan to-di^. The debate 
OB jnateatiaa to tha jpdraniaed atoal iadattiy aloaa oeeaded o?er two hoaia. 

BnvIoBa te that Mate the Oanadl |Ma^ witiioBt aay aoii-offieiml apeoBhea BtlU 
for Iko paid Ikttd iniuUtyw/A ihe eteel imimelrp^ and the Sdl aaead- 

iap dte OanwmenU Aet andaieiiiit cdhet to die Treaty for limttatkm and Bedno- 
dan of Naifal AnaaaMote. There wai no ehange made in any of theae measaiee 
whiefa had been paaaed by the Aeeeoibly. 

Mr. Woodhead in eipiaining the Gkiid Thread Indaetry Bill made it clear that 
the cfteet ol the inereaae in dnty to SO per cent would hare practically no adverse 
effect OB the weaving indaetry lo Madrac. 

GALVAmeaD Steel IvDrsTBv 

Oanaiderable warmth was imported In the debate on protection to the galTaniaed 
steel Industry. Mr. Woodhead, Oommerce Secretary, moved for adoption ol the 
laaolution embodying the Aaaembly’a deeiaion that protection given to the indnatry 
till Mardi 31, 1331, ne contioned op to March 31, 1^, thid is for a year, and that 
before that date the Qovemmeat should make enquiries in order to aaeeftain whether 
the tystem of bounties might not be subatituted wholly or in part for an increased 
duty. He emphasised that the Tariff Board was in favour of a protective dnty 
rather than a oounty and that the measure of protection required was Ra. 67 per 
ton. Unieaa protection waa given, there was a real danger that the price at which 
the Indian manufacturer could sell galvanised sheets would be bdow Ihe works 
cost and it would be difficult for the industry to carry on the manufacture of gal- 
vanised sheets. 

Mr. A. Hamid, representative from Burma, was the first to oppose the resolutioo. 
While prefsciug his remarks by saying that be had no desire to obstruct the Govern- 
ment or deprive the Government oi some revenue, ho opposed the resolution be- 
cause it waa not a slraightforward proposition but a motion for revenue 
introduced by the baoka^r. Mr. Hamid charged (he Tataa with having 
broken faith with the aharefaoldcra in respect of the statement they made to the 
public at the inception of the company. Secondly, he remarked that the company 
had squandered public money by top^cavy roanagement, in which one person wss 
paid higher than the Viceroy and another who had resigned from Government ser- 
vice was paid three times Rs. 2,000. Indeed, if the Bombay Trading Corporation 
had a glorious reputation of winning Burma lor India, the Tatas had earned aa 
inglorioua and unenviable reputation of having lost Burma for India. This wta due 
to the fiscal policy of the Government of India which placed Bnrma in acute diA- 
cttlties. And that in respect of Burma from which India enjoyed trade in cilver, 
rice, kerosene and other minerrs. There were twelve lakhs A Indiana in Bnrma 
and many atrai^tlorward Englishmen whose relations with the people of Barma 
were cordial. The state of Indians would be hard indeed if the Government ol 
India embittered the rdations between the Burmese and Indiana in Burma 
to a nplicy of helping the old miaerable Tatas' industi^ merely ont of eentiment 
The pbrpose of the Tataa would have been served if the Governmeot had given 
a bounty of ten to eleven lakhs, instead ol a protective dnty which hit tha poor 
people of India and Burma many timee more than that burden. 

Mr. E> Miller, lepreaentative of the Bombay (Aamber of Oommerce, opposed the 
reaolutkm lor reasons In some reepects similar to those of Mr. Hamid. He amid the 
Tariff Board's report did not oonvinee that proieetkm waa either neoeasary or deair- 
abiei Farther investigatioii ihould have be» made before the aanctioo of the le|^ 
latttie was souajhl lor protection to the iodnstnr. The eeonomies effected by the 
Tataa during the leeenl years had been inadequate^ although rctienchment was 
averywhm ttm watehwora In tee days. 
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lk» DM rapply only one-fifth of ladia'e leqairenents tad lo Um 

aMOBts of proleelioD ^old not htfe ezeoeded Bs. lljtE,OQft sot under the doth 
of idmo pmeetioii M the Tntne, the Government were nMno n hniee nmonnl of 
levenne. Hue piooednie did not reficet to the credit of the uovemmcot end he nr* 
god the Government to withdrew the propoael. 

Sjed Abdol Hifee^^t ^gei). )oined in the protest nt the Government raising 
a revenne of i;i0»00,000 when only Rs. 11»00,000 were needed to help the Thtae 
with. He alluM to the rmrt that the Tntas might pass into the hands of Ameri- 
cans and asked how was thia a national industry deserving protection at the hands 
of Indiana. 

Mr. Bamsaran Das (Punjab), on the other hand, strongly supported the resolii- 
tion. The Tatas had lendem unforgettable services during the war and even to-d» 
were supplTing tin sheets to Burma for her kerosene trade. If India derived benefit 
from association with Burma, Burma also enjoyed advantage by her assooiatiOB with 
India. Take teak, Bs. 38.00,000 worth of whieh was imported by India every year. 
Burma should not mind Rs. 6.00,000 alone. 

Mr. Hussain Imam (Patna) also opposed the resolution, because this was an 
occasion for the Indian people to exercise their right of control over the Tatas and 
to demand that something should be done by way of the Indian taxpayers* rapresen- 
tatives being given a share of the control over the corepany'e work. He fesrra that 
even the Government of India was being disregarded by the Tata Steel Company 
which waa worth about Rs. 14,50,(X),000 coutributed by*thc public. 

Sir Maneekjee Dadabboy, who at the outset made it clear that he bad no intereet 
in the ooneem and that he did not at any time possess any aharca in it, gave 
vehement support to the resolution. He repr^^ted the serimonious turn given to the 
debate by Mr. Hamid from Burma and took exception to bis allegations as to breadi 
of faith and asserted they were unfounded. If the Tatas paid high aalaries to ex- 
perts, they could not help it, because there were no Indians available. When leading 
lawyers could earu Rs. 30,000 per month, why should they grudge Rs. 25,000 to an 
exp^ in the steel industry ? PersonsHy. Sir MsDeekjee Dsddbhoy prafersod a 
bounty to a duty for protection but the Governments conduet waa certainly com- 
mendable and not reprehensible in having come to the protection of the Tatas whoa 
according to the TariflT Board*s report it needed protection. That protortion was only 
for 12 months, not a long period at the end of which there would be a full opportu- 
nity for the legislature to review the position in order to decide whether proteelton 
should thereafter be io the foun of a bounty and, if so, how much. 

Mr. K. B. Harper (Burma Chamber of Commerce) said be could not welcome 
the resolutioo because Burma was being asked to boar the unbearable burden for Che 
■ake of industry io India. It was something of protection once or twice, but whan 
it was n^ted further then certainly Burma’s complaint was jasUfied. He soppocted 
the position taken np by the representative of the Associated Gbamber of OommerM 
in the Assembly and said that if the Government wanted to raise revenne that shonld 
bo done in the proper time and in the proper manner. 

Rai Bahadur Jai^sb Prashad (United Provinces) accorded support U> the re^ 
iution because the Tates was s national industry and the popular nouse, the Legis- 
lative Assembly, had arrived at the decision after a most careful eonsideratioa of the 
issues raised by the report of an expert body like the Tariff* Board. 

The Commerce Secretary, replying, took exception to the charge of dishonesty or 
mala fida motive attributeo to (be Government and said that it was not right to say 
that the Government came before the liCgisiature by the backdoor. 

, The lesohition waa passed without division, though scvcntl members eri^ ’no' 
when it was put. Die Council then adjournra till the 28tlL FEBRUARY when 
Bir Archnr Mewstters presented the Budget for the current year and took 50 
minutes in finiabiog his speech during which he did not refer to any notea. The 
bouse tbra adjourned till the 7th, MARCH, 

General Djsccshion of BrnfjtET 

7th, ifABC/f:— The Budget was subjected to general discussion in the Connell 
of Bute to-day. 

, The debate was opened by Mr, B, K, Bant who looking at the Budget from the 
situation io the next two months was so serious as to need dustic remedies. For 
JTOg to the naticipated enhancemsut of duty on sugar and kerosene there have 
I’M large imporu in those two articles in January and February. The retuma 
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from enttomi, therefore, iroald bo on t tmtll tcale. On to other hand, to Ootern- 
ment wontd have ta meot trcaaary bills to to extent of three to foot erores a 
The speaker held the Government to bo on to irrooj; sito of to to to ana a 
half crorci every iriv;k and with the limited capacitj of to Imperial Bank to 
advance 'noji^y it would rc'j'iire all thj insfonnity of tho^ finance Memoer to msm- 
tain Indi )*4 civdlt at this critical jiiiictare. The contribution .front lailirays, tne 
speaker w.w u nicr-’ b'lok entry and the aarpliw shown in the budget was 
iflnsor}'. Mr. Piisa appirdcd to Government not to loy:or flit with retrenenment but 
to do Foraclhing substaiitml. 

‘ Sh* Din^h'ffr H’acfnt said India w.w a land of deficit .budj^U ond with the 
world trade dcprcPH^on and internal inroit the present deficit bndMt ^nld not be 
a sori>risj. Criii'^s t?iero ^rere honnd to b\ but the criticism should be with a 
view to hdn and not retard the path of pro.icrc.s-i. Whnt he felt was that tnere 
was liickcf li raciv r*o-opw:ition and coastruot’vc J*ii 'j;cst!oas on the part of sp^kCTs. 
This he att.ribiil::d lir;: sly to a lack of knowlcJ>rj of finances. Sir D. E. Wacba, 
however, felt that Sir G orgo .Schintcr had shown considerable courage in facing 
to issnci boldly aad his handling of thj India i fini'icei would be of help to hw 

Alluding to incomedav. Sir O. H Wacha ad nitlcd that it would cause hardship 
bat the b!»l would not kill the goose that lay the golden eggs (commerce). On the 
other hand it might even fatten it. Rcgardjng cuJtomi diilics, the Biieakcr was 
onpose^l to protective onc-i. ns he said protcelion was inimical to the general interests 
of the country. Everla^iing pro'cetion he said, led to monopoly which in its turn 
lirought revoliiLiooH. The nalvation of India lay in free trade and open door policy. 
He, however, con -ratuln*!' I the Finance llcinber for evenly distributing the burden 
of taxation. Sir Ge-orgo S pinster, he said, acted on the principle of taxation accor- 
ding to ability, which w.as cniin(ii.at(Hl by Adam Sm.th. The experience of the 
speaker of rotronehmciit committees was that thev serve*.! no nscfnl purpose, fhey 
pror jHc and th'j U iveriimint di4po.sj.» The expenditure on the other hand continu- 
ed to iiiarca««c. m was hinnJ to bo with the development of the country. In Ilua 
connection Sir D. i:. Wa<.-ha roferr.Hl to military expenditure and said to evil of the 
whole thing lay !u ihe amalgiination Jiehcine of the Indian Army. Unless that 
scheme wa^i icpoalei a i l another to suit Indian conditions adopted, there could be 
no i^netion iii tho araiv For the present the War Office was dominating 

the Indian Army. 

Sir Oronr S::hits!-r, windln.^ up lUc debate. l.argcly Ira versed to ground covered 
by him in Ih-i .Vs.scmMy. flia inxAiion proposals hul bean attacked froin two points 
<M view, one in respijct of tho in'Tcasetl duty on kerosene and the other the incrcasM 
income-tax rnio. Regarding the former, the Finance Member drew attention to the 
fact that industrial labourers had guiic*l by low prices and the duty on kerpwnc oil 
would not completely take away that alvanta.ge.^ As for the ngricultural labourer, 
ho admitted that th? low nric s had adverse!/ affvctc l him but to increased duty 
on the kcros.mc would a^l l only one and half annas a year to his burden by the 
r> per cent extra duty on cotton picc^gooils, whi^ on the whole bad been welconira 
by the hoiiic. was Re. 1 per annum. Here the Finance Member warned that the 
Indian public should ace that the cotton iiiduslry was not allowed to be developed 
Into a monopoly for the benefit of a few individuals. As for income-ta.x, ho lully 
realised that it was n Facrificc, luit not .an mibcamblc sacrifice, not a killing 
imposition. This woiihl no^ however. Iv a permanent fcatip but only a 
temporary provision .and it might be possible during the year to find some other 

fifliJirup ihe doficit by Uxation or rclrcnchincui. Sir George SchttsCw 
cliiroed that he could not hii\-c done belter than what he had done and challenged 
any one to devise a bettor budget. Tndia was passing through a transition period 
anil that added to the difficulties. If there was a federal constitution, they could 
have done better. For the present they were marking lime. But India bad to read- 
just her economic standard. All Imlia was on the cro of constitutional changes, 
they shond face tho economic and fmancial resnlu of it now. ui. 

AUiidinc to to R?trenchment Committee, fc;r George Schuster roiteraied his 
view that out of its labours they ooaid not havo a mciisure of ecouomy which 
would have major eficct on the situation to-day. If the committee wm ^PgiHnm 
then the Government would consider the g j •* 


House. But no large economy was anticipated without a change ol policy. 
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ths p mm i poM of tnnti^o the Oofenunent reqoiied co-opmtkm fkoiii leipon- 
aible moibM Indian pnhiio, iMurtienlarlj tern leaden of the comineieial com* 
minitf. (Apphnae) 

Legislation fob Fikst Offendebs 

$tk, MARCH With five readationa on the agenda paper the Council of State 
net this morning to trmosaet non-oflieial bnaineas. 

ifr. O. Naraffana$trami Ckettjf moTod a rcaointion nrgtojr for early legialatkNi 
for dealing with fimt offenden in the country on the name iinea aa firat oflhndera 
were dealt with in England. The moter in a very lastly read speech said that hie 
proposal had the support of the Conference of Inspeetor-Oeneral of Prisons and the 
Jail Committee, The speaker held that It was an urgent matter of social refbrm 
and would take away the aoeial atigma from children who happen to be eonviet^ 
Mr, Emermmj Home Secretary, replying aaid that he was in entire sympathy 
with the leaolution and aeeeptea its principle. He, however, told the Oouuoll that 
oonditione varied in different provinces in India and the Gotemment in the tat 
instance had confined themselves to do ex|icnments like those in Madras, Senieal 
and Bombay. The local Governments were also consulted and their views were now 
under serious oonaiderstlon to the Government of India who had now accepted the 
principle of all-India legislation. It must, however, be remembered that it was not 
practical to impose obligations on the provinces which they rosy njl be able to 


carry out Le^lation would therefore, be of an enabling character allowing uni- 
formity In the matter. Mr. Emeraou did not promise to iiitroduco the neceaaanr 
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FEicAinno5 fos Fkiuro on Cbowdb 

Mr, 8 , C. Ohcte-MimUk had a raaolatioii intoMled to urge oo tbe OofemmeBt 
to lee that whoa ftriog waa Mortad to lor diepening erowda the auiglitrate or, other 
dfil or ittilitaiy offioer reapooeible ahoald take all reaaoiiable pieoaatiooa to aee that 
BO man iajafy waa iodieted ob the crowd or the aaacBibty thiB waa abaohitdy 
neeeiaaij. He^ howerer, did not nofe it in flew ol the fact that the poUtkal aitna* 
tloB waa eaa tog after the Irwln«Gandhi:agreenient. 

The OoBOflif then adjonmed. 


TIib K T.:C. Debate 


MARCHi-i 


' OB Sir Sankaran NAir*c motion aaking lor the laying 
of the papeci rmearding the Roand Table Conferenoe on the table in the Aaaembly 
Byed AmuI Haim waa optimiatio and held that the Hindu-moalem noeation wonld 
aoon be aolted. He however regretted that the delegatee to the London Oonferenee 
eoBld not aolve that qneation, probably bceanae the Moslem delegation was under 
the mandate of the Delhi resolution of the All-Pariiea Moslem Conference. 

Bir Phirone Bethna felt disappointed at the speech of Sir C. Bankaran Nair who, 
he said| picked up holes here and there, instead of aprociaiing the scheme as a 
whole. Bpcnking of the achievements of the Congress, Sir Phiroze Bethna said that 
the Federidion which the Simon Commission regarded as a distant possibility and 
the Government of India an impossibility was brought within the range of practical 
pplitioc in London, The work ol the Conference, he said, waa net plain sailing. 
On the one side, there wore eonferenoes to settle communal differeDces and on the 
other side there was the difficnltv of bringing the other British Mrties to see the 
Indian point of view. The tide however was turned by Lord Keading, who was 
struck by the unanimous demand for Dominion status and the offer of the Princes 
to Join the Federation. The Indian Delegates were also able to convert the Con- 
servative delegation to a certain extent, and Bir P*. C. Bethna hoped that Mr. Bal- 
dwin would continue to lead that party in England in older to help India towards 
the self^i^vemnient. 

Alluding to safeguaids, Bir P. C. Bethna emphasised the fact that only a few 
yearn ago, even the Congress was prepared to accept reservationB for a transitory 
period, rlow that the haatc principles had been agreed upon, they were to settle the 
mailt at the second conferenoe ia which the Congress would p&rtieipate. This was 
due to the negotiation between the two IfabaSmas, and Bir P. C. Bethna felt sure 
that if the spirit which animated the round-tsblers was continued iu India and 
loHowed up at the second conference with the bdp of Congressites, there would be 
permanent peace and plenty in* India. 

Mr. Khsparde ssid that be was not perturlnd by the antics of hlr. Chnrchill, lor 
Mr. Oharohill was still a member of the ConservaHvo Party, a imrty which five yean 
m lent out Lord Irwin to India. If only all the pazties in Britain were umtea and 
if all the parties in India were also unitod in theic demands, then probably the 
London Conference wonld have achieved much more. The difficulty in the aituation 
in India lay in the fact that Mr. Gandhi who bad throughout talked of Bwaraj, 
hindeied its achsevement by launching the civil disobedieBce movement and non- 
eo-operatioo. However, Che London Osofecenee had evolved the principle of a 
Fedoated India with lesponaibifity ia the Centre though with certain safeguards. 
He urged that these tisaitations to responsibiltty diould be so Hmited as to allow the 
eODStimtiOn a fiie and unrestricCod growth. 

Mr. A. Hismid (Burmsl refsried to the reeent peace negotiations and described 
Lord Irwin ae Irwin the Peeee-Maker, Irwin the Gbristian aim Irwin the good. It 
wafimod that the Loadon Conferenoe evedved a Federal constitution, but Mr. Hamid 
frit Oat there oould be no true Federation natil there waa enmmunal unity. This 
could be achieved only by atatute» and not by political pstch-nps. The only way to 
compel fenatiee on both eideaa to come to an agreement was to have a statute. Otiier- 
wise, India would have to be ruled by EngUsbmen. But every right-minded person 
was anxions not to revert to BUdi rule at to the rule ol Aurangueb. His elogan 
waa unity firet and unity last. 

Bpsalmig aboBt the fntuio of Burma, Mr. Hamid said that Burma would not be 
eatisfled niuese ehe waa oMted the oame political status as India, and would theie- 
loie be prepared to Join Federal India, provided it would be to promote Barm’i 
inttfcMa. 

LaU Bimsanudai, speaking maiuly on the question of safeguards, felt that the 
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tBB & IL a ra&AXB 


iw w wm of Gof«« to iii tto iatmto of pitot and tnmillitj wat lUto 

H to boootto Bomtatl wttli' tdftoot to rapoMibie fomooMol. ^Xlit Goforaoc^ 
totomotiOB to proM iht rigliti of tbe minocititi* bowofir, woM pmo loUoItti 
totbt iotoBt i of lodio. Ho fiRNtiod thoi too minor ito qMitfion wmi noliolfod In 
Boginad. Hb Mtomittad toot Mpoimte oloetoiatoi wm nol coionlotad to briag obonl* 
dSmertoy to India. He uigod too eUimi of too Hindai of too Paplabb wn vm 
nty nnlMfly tioatod by too dimon OommiMion and too Owtnd StoMO Oimmittit 
Laotljt Lida Bamaaniidai bdd that the diatinetion botwomi martini and MNMnaftlal 
laoii lor nemitinont to army, wai a erodUoii of the Britiah OoferaaMOt. 

ifhtmb Aoand SaUbuliak weloomod the Qandhi-lrwto Agreamen^ hoped' to 
Ita torn, it woold naher in an eta of inter-eommnnal naity. linaaalmani. ha aakL 
mode 0 geatnre of goodwill in welcoming Mr. Gandhi to too moating of too Ooaaeil' 
of toe Moalem Leagne, and toe apcaker alto acknowledged the atatmmanliko apaaoh 
of Mr. Gandhi the other day in ]>alhi, in which he appealed to toe Hindoo to g|fo 
to Mnmalmana whatever the latter demanded. The apeaker maintained that the 
Moalem demanda if judged diapaaaionately wore neither nnjnat nor naroMonable. and 
if ooneedod wonUi reault in abiding peace in toe eoantry. 

Mr. P. & Brmtm. (Bengal Chamber), iuterrening in the debato gate aapmaahm 
to too Tiewa of toe European memben in toe lower Houae. While paying a tiilmlo 
to too Bonnd Tablera and Lord Irwin, he naked the Oouncil not to nigoi the part 
played by that large number of men and women who through all thia long montha 
ateadfaatij atood on the aide of lndia*a adtanee by eonatituuonal maana and were 
oo-operating with the Gomnment. The Europeana in India were willing to paitieh 
pate in the building np of the future Oonititution, but they wanted that the intaraala 
of all minoritiea muat be eafeguarded and that toe eommereial intaraala of Biitinhen 
ahould be placed on an equal atatua with tboae of othera. Briliaheio did not want 
lifonr or preference, for they were no more foreignera in India than Indiana were 
in England. When they could enjoy civil rights in voting, they were aqnallyento 
tied to aak that their commercial intereata were not in any way limited, while 
Britain and the Briiiaheca in India had given evidence of goodwill to fodiaaii the 
latter aa a whole had not ahown evidence of reripioei^ in toia reepect Mr. Browne 
concluded : '*Let toe Hindua ahow more goodwill to Mbalema. Let the Moetama ahow 
more goodwill to their brothera in Indta.’^ 

Mr. DnatUn repieatntiog the Indian Christum eommanity said that England waa 
bald in India in greater eateem t bc" ever before beeanae of Lord Irwin'a auceeaa to 
the negohatione with Mr. Gandhi. Truly righteousnesa aialteth a nation. Mr. 
Ilevadaa did not Uke the depreaacd daaaea ocing pnt in toe cautery of Hindoo, when 
their oidhiazy eivie righta w uaing teuplea and tnnko were being denied. He objected 
to reemitmenc to the Army from ooly certain eiaaaea and from paitienlar areaa, and 
demanded recruitment from ah claaoea in all provincea. This waa eaavntial in thaae 
days when war waa becoming a acience. He wanted recruitmcDl throughout India 
bccauae that waa the ooly way of enaurioc even diatribntion of money. 

Mr. ifcfrsan deplored tor Bankaran Kair giving a wrong lam! to snch an impor* 
taat dcfmto, nnd recHlled Bir Bankaran Bair's lutervicw to the Associated Prein on 
to RUirn to India from Eughind, when he welcomed the achtoveawnts of toe Lon* 
don Ooofaeu nce ee representing t great advtoGe over the piaaent system, end 
tharefoM requiring tbe support of Jd&. Bir Henkaran Bair lied miied up the 
toaMo report, the Central Committee report and all other reports in his speeches. But 
to toe words of hfir Phillip Cbetwode on fnotocr occastoo, tbew were all watoed out 
by toe Bkmnd Table Conference report. The test was whether the conrluaione of toe 

and that bemg so, no Indian patriot should cavil at 




M raolored toe coaftience of India in the good faith of Britain. And thia good 
\ had been fnrtoer cemented by Lord Irwin, who through bis negotiations with 
Into and pesonioviug Gandhiji, had ensured the participation ol Congressmen, 
to there be no eneering talk of Gandhiji, when tbe energies of sll were bent to the 
toiuetion of fovgcltuig the past and wriuog on a clean slate for placing India on 
Itommlon Btatosw 

,Mr. iVcmoiM Chandra Dutt (Assam) asked why the question of provincial bound- 
snm was not tackled at toe Loudon Conference whim toe Bimon , Commission laid 
*Jtch gUMt atrem on it. At regards Assam, the question for decistou was whether 
It ooiud stand on ita own legs financially and whether certain distiieta should be 
hmaatered from hew to other provinces and from other provinces to Assam. In any 
^tts A ssam stold bs represented st the next Bound Table Oonfeteoce. 
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Sir Aibar Rhan wanted dfoctiTe gaarantecs lor the reliEkMi* and ealtaial aecurity 
of Mmaalmana and the fafegnardioff of the Frontier, aa a eonditioD preoedeot to 
thdr Joining the Federation. 

Chowdkwry Mahomed Din paid a tribute to the 1. C. H. for bringing about the 
pNwnt stage of national derclopmeut. and hold that the greatest Achievement of the 
London Ooulerenee was the creation of sense of responsibility amongst the party of 
politieiana who had hitherto followeil the path of destruction. 

Dewan fiahadnr G. Narayanaswami Cheity said that no constitution would bo 
acceptable without effective safeguards for the depressed class.'s. lie expressed satis- 
laetion at the sympathy and support of the .British uatiou to India's attempt to 
auhiere responsible Government, but said thsre werj • c irtain essential problems to 
be iolved in making a Federal form of Government a reality : (a) unity among all 
olasiea and communities and (b) security and protectiou of minorities ; (c) a clear 
definition of safeguards ; (d) grant of addc|uato protectiou to depressed classes and 
lormation of a separate electorate for them. Any constitution which did not provide 
lor these was bound to be a failure. 

At this stage, when do Government member bad spoken, Sir Bankaran Xair with- 
drew the resolution. The Council then adjouniod. 


Short Term Impriboxmexts 

l/fk. The Conncil of State disentsed fo-dsy non-officiol resolutions. 

Duvan Bahadur Q, Narayanaemami Chetii moved a resolution asking the Govcni- 
ment to take steps to prevent altogether imprisonment for terms less than two 
months. Mr. Gbetti said that the Indian Jail Committee taking the average of 
five yean ending 1918 fonnd that the percentage of persons admiueil into jails with 
sentenoes of 15 days or less was neatly 35 per cent. The speaker said that it w*as 
universally opined that short term imprisonments were (rf no effect and were wholly 
devoid ol a deterrent effect. On the otlnnr baud, they were cxpiiisive to the State 
and not helpful to the individual. Short term imprisonments destroyed the self- 
respect of toe offender, made him come into contact with niidcsirablc i>eople in jails 
and rendered him indifterent to further disgrace. It also dcvcloiied anti^eocial 
grudges. The speaker suggested a system by which men could be let off under 
orders, convicted and <dlocharged with warning, or be fined. 

Mr, Rmereon, Home Secretary, opposed the resolution on behalf of the Govern- 
aiDt. Heuaid tlMU^ the Governmeut were fully alive lo the undesirability of short 
term imprisooments but the torois of the resolution were unacceptable to the 
Government. The Goverument of IndLi wore in agreement that short term imprison- 
ments should be avoided but oveu the Jail Committee had suggested no effective 
sdtemative. The Govenunont of liuUa on their siUo were eoustaiiily briiig^iog home 
to the Provincial Ooveriimcnts to urge upon courts to avoid short term imprisonments 
wherever there was auy aKeruativc, bn^ there were cur>os when short term imprison- 
ment was t!he only approptiete form of eoovMclion. The •(lOveruiHcnt, therefore, were 
anable for the preeent to latke «ac3i disagcs in th;>ir Penal Code a.i to wipe out ail 
psoviaiooe for senteoees of leas thin two months. Mt. Emerson, however, assured 
the mover tet the Goverument would once again lirlng (he rcsoluiiou lo the notice 
of the leeal GovemsMiiu. 

Ou this assusanee Mr. Chetti withdrew hts rcsoiufioa. 


ftEnEECRMErr IW GOVCRKATCKT 1>S»>A1{XHCS*T8 

ML MAHf7U:<--T1mugh three very impoiiiuit rrseluHons were oa the order 
paper to-day, only one was moved, after which the Uooae ndjourucd ttE the ISth. 

aflusd BaemUn imam moved lor the faroiatkMi of a commutce on the lines of the 
Oendes Committee in Englaitd to eficet retrenehments m the departmento of the 
Oovenuaeat of India. He tefeired to the lack of enthusiasm shown in hoUi the 
Uoases over the Fkianee Memberb propossi to appoint u rctrenehment eonunittee 
aud ophiel that his own proiiosat might meet with approval, especially if the good 
woik dooe by the Geddes Committee tn England was borne in mind. The Oeddes 
OommlllMhadjme ioto every depsrtmeut of naiional expenditure and recommended 
n mduotioo of £83 million, most of which had been accepted and carried out The 
NtraMharant oommktee propooed by the Govemmeut of India had be^m deseiibed 
aa an eynwadi beeanso it oouid only deal with rouble items ot expendituce ol only 
the dvil departments. This rqiresented 19 per cent, of the eatue expenditure of the 
GovsnuneM of India. What eoutd they do Id auch a restricted sj^uwe f A bold 
poli^ was reqpind beoanae the expenditiire in India had grown during the lait 
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Ibw jmn by 53 per eent at efeainet 37 per eent. in Eoftesd. Ibe jpoliey of liiitiM 
the leporta «! xetTenehment conmitteei like that of the indbeape Ooanitlee wooM 
not do to aare the aitnation. 

Sir Ar^r licwalUn announced that the Finance Menber me confeofait a meet* 
Ins tomomm afternoon of thoae intereated in the qneatlon* of pioecdvit la iMOiat* 
ing a committee and intited the membera to partidpale in ii Hit oead nr an 
enqiiiry was not in diapnte bat only .the procedure which could yiekl m bail 
iwnlta at nreaent. The Finance Secretary protcated aipiinat the sumatkia that the 
loehcape Committee’a report had been treated aa a aerap of paper. M Finaaea Seeiw* 
tary in 1933, he himself took up every item of a reduction proposed, and, in 


ottiiatia 






that report and the reasons for no action in other respeeta was pubikdNd. 

Sir Arthur quoted statisiivs to show that in the military espmitaie the ledno- 
tion made that year was even slightly greater than that recommended^ the OM- 
mitteo and no r^uctiona had liecn made ever since. On the civil side ulM thara 


had been large reductions made, li was true that the expenditure on tba civil elda 
had grown, since, for example, the Post and Tdegraph dcoartmant die to tha ^ 
cieaaed w of the anbordinate auif, grants to agiiculturai r caearalit mnta 1 0 the 
Benares Univeraity, and grants lor Mueatlon on the Frontier. Bnt taia yM ev» 
maior work had wien held up and no programme of conatmetion bad been launchea; 
The contingency allowance had been reduced by Ra. 26 lakhs. This was a repord 
not to be ai^amed of. Yet the Government dici not claim a monopoly of wiadooi* 
1^ were prepared to appoint a retrenchment oommittee. OpIaioD, imefcr, 
difftied as to the method of enquiiy. Military espenditufc would oqme under re- 
view by the proposed committee. Let the form of enquiry be dimided, tad taa 
Finance Secretary invited those interested in it to Join tomorrow altemoon • con- 
ference. . . t 

Mr. 0. A. Xtitegan was for no retrenebment committee on lbs eve of cpMUiu- 
tional changes which when decided upon would show where economics coum be ssora 
easily aeenred. At present any retrenchment ^romitlce, with the luxwnr 
additional expenditure, will be beating about the biifb, cspedally iB thi fast of Su 
George Schuster’s t atogorioul atateii ent that there was no room for iwfencament. 
At the same time Mr. Nateaan asked the Government to note Ibtl ^ofwry tm w 
legislature want^ retrench ment they stated that Ihcra was no room for retfeaenasea^ 
They said so in 1922 before the Incbcapc Committee was appoiated sad yet wnmj 
it WM appointed and made tits amounting to Ils. 10 rrorw m Goveiamea t oi 
India gave ^ect to them. It showed that where wu the will there .we e fhe way, 
but a hold decision in this respect could come only from * eatioaai uovunuMDi, 
which India did not possess. ^ 

The mover withdrew the resoluiion in view of lo-mortow afteiBOop a oponrHUO^ 
Mr. Okosk Maulik did not move the resolution wl^n hu ?."*lK»ied 
tion id referring the question of protaetion of minorities in India to the I^agae nt 
Nations for deeiaiOB. ^ 

Laia Ram Saran Das was not present to move the iCioluUon lor the prohlUtioa 
of import of all foreign wheat, 

Centbal Jute Committeb 
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the I^KWatioo cnbodyinff tbe proposal to estsbliali the eommittee. The Edaestion 
Secretary assared that the committee would be representative of all interests, Euro* 
pean and Indian, commercial, manufacturinfr and cultivating interests. While, thm- 
iore. agreeing to the first part of the rosolution he parted company with the mover 
in the aeeondpart becanse the Government could not bind themselves to any definite 
proportion. however, informed that the committee would consist of 22 memhm 
with the fiee-ohairman of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Itcsearch as chair- 
men. AltOfESther .here would he eleven representatives of agricultural intereaia and 
eteven rgpreaentativea of commercial intcreata. 

Jifr, P. H. Brownti made it clear that the dive Street was not against the pro- 
posed oommittea He and hia friends felt ihat the proi>osed expenditure of five lakhs 
on this committee could be ntilised this year hotter towards reoncing the Government 
of India’s deficit. Otherwise the Clive Street hod no sitccial objection to the appoint- 
ment. of a Central Jute Committee. 

Mr. Hafecz agreeing to the deletion of the proportion of representation, the 
rosolution as amended was earriod. 

Public Borbowiic<{ i\ Ixdia 

Lala JagdUh Pi^asni moved for a committee of oflirials :iiul non-officials to 
CDonire inb) and report upon the policy and programme of public borrowing in India 
ana sbrosd iindertnkcn by the Government of India, provincinl Govern menta and 
atstntory public corporations or tnisis etitliori^<*d to flout piiidic loans. He took his 
stand on the resolution nrevionsfy niorod by Sir M:inclij'C Dadabboy from whom 
he expected support to-day. He alluded to the hi<rh bank rate, flight of capital, etc. 
and attributed it to the fact th.it there was lu* dt^finitc borrowing policy. During 
the next seven years the Government of India had to borrow Ka. 220 crores to meet 
the maturing obligations quite apart from money th.it might be required for the 
railway capital programme. The rate of interest at w*hich money w.is borrowed in 
England was ruinous to India. A committee like tbe one propr>sed might suggest a 
remedy after a proper valuation of the asocts and enable the Govcrinneiit to modify 
the present arrangements for the provUioii of the sinking fund. 

Sir Arth^ir MeWatiMrs did not object to the resolution on general grounds but 
for practical reasons ho ohjocted to the comm it too of enquiry. The nppointoent of 
such a committee now when there was ft;ianci.'il stringency and when constitutional 
changes were impending might create the iinprc.=5sioii that things were bad whereas 
the tael of the matter was that IndLi's credit was improving. The whole question 
of the financial relation between the Government of India and the Whitehall and 
as between the Central Government '«nd provincial Governments was being reviewed 
by the R. T. C. and this was hardly time to add a fifth wheel to the coach. 

filr. Uusaain Imam supported the resolution for he did not know how long the 
R. T. C. wonld take to come to an end. 

The mover en^hasiaed that bis object was to restore confidence in the Indian 
money market, the resolution was put to vote and lo^t. 

I XCOME-TaX AS.‘?ESfrMF.XT 

Lala Itamsaran Daf moved for steps to ensure that for the purposes of assess- 
ment of income-tax where an assossee had had recourse to courts fur the recovery of 
rent or loaus a reasonable sum on account of the legal pnu titioners' fees and court 
feea be deducted from the income of the assessee. He gave an elel;oratc ex pis nation 
of the position mainly in the Punjab and demanded nccc;Manre of the resolution in 
the interests of equity and justice. 

Arfkur MclVatfcrs accepted the resoliUiou and iuforu.ctl that the commis- 
sioner of income-tax, Punjab had r(*pli<xl that a rcasoiinble s-m wm already being 
deducted in respect cf loans. Sir \rthur MeWatters .idmittei! that the position 
might be different rrganling rent or htwdiit and as regards the former six per cent, 
was normally allowed. He w.vs, however, quite prr:p.in-d to examine the position ted 
■ee if six per cent, did not meet the requirements. 

Mr. Uamsarandas wiihdrtuv the rcsolurioo in view ot the Finance Sccirtaiy’s 
assmuncc. 

WoRKixi. or THE Taia- 

The last resolution w.ns by Snifr-l fluasain httnm fRihar) urging a committee of 
experts and membecs of the central legislature to report on the woiking of the Tata 
Inm and Steel Oa., with a view to find bow 'nr protection had stabiliara the steel 
industry. His oldcel* tic declure*!. wa^ to ascertain why the Company was not able 
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to be edf-snimrtuifi' yet, in whet particular rcs)Kct ita vorkinfi: rcniiircd to be im- 
proTod and nriirii it rouUI stand nitI>oii! )u •• . ion no-l wlutlur that tho l)onnty 

which Ute Oonipnny waa rucrivinir was r, i:i ^ pH pt ilv >:|x r.t. Ho opitKHl that the 

iodnatry reqnirod not palliative treat m-'iir e>b! iiu iil. i r’lily thotifrlit tlint if there waa 
n redaoM ontpat hr railway materials ittvauc.* the dcMiaiul here waa lose, the CSom- 
pany mif:ht make up by mamifactuiiafr .triietnia! At any rate it was 

hie coiiTiction that the Comiiaiiy had me dec I ltd to improve itself by tbcac mentH 
merely because the Goi'eriim.'nt and piihllc- cvftv rime emuc to its help. But no 
longer should this iiolicy of drift on the par: of the Cicn’ornmnit and liyislature con- 
tinue and therefore, he did not niiiul cvi n m •v«i|iitry by the Tarifl' IU>ard. 

A/r. A. /iaufiV/ (Burma) said his iiif.irt.:i‘i v as* i but I ho C'ompiiny was enden- 
TOiiring eonsistontly and mcthoilieally t » tarn ^^nod necount the sad oapcrtonce 
of the past few years. Ho roidised ilt.i: an u.i: liiiisiration of the magnitude of ^tho 
Tatas could only procml uiih its poluy '■.{ ii irt in'linirnl uiih appropriate^ eniition. 

The Tatas were approoiatiw of tin* t.ifi \h \* public opinion was crilioal. The 

mover had enough informaiioii in C.w t i><vt of the Tantf Board on galvanistd 

sheets. Speaking for hi ms 'If he r. :•*(•( tel ^•rt.iin nanarks he had metm ou the 
previous occasion about a pre-eni inii.I y.*' of i)i;‘ Compniiy who had been a 
(iOvcrnme.it servant as ho simv bm ? 1 » the v w iv mu oonvet. t Applause) 

Sir /%iVo*.f (a diroUtw 1 i r I : i. ilumi-ht (hat Mr. liu^saiu Imam 

who hailed from Bihar slioiilil b e** ! bu t * nboiil ibr ('‘ompnny before 

criticising. If the logislMtiiro h:sd u.»i in tin* In -i sovoii years this 

national industry would haw snr iv to ;h.> u i!I and niih it thousands of 

labourers would have lavn i#m>. !-.'d ;.i: I'. i. !. . n *'ioK-i b ad been iiivesfaxi *iii the 
industry. The depression in t!; i ia .'i; .ly na** mu only roitfiin'tl to India but 

it existed the world over. The I'at.m i I i i< in l•(‘hln^lll and improvid ifli- 

cieiicy. Its output had in r • vtii tmu on ihc inerta'O. The strike 
had cost one and a half < - • li ' • . «'*.•* ii.dirntry was rvtoyrring from it. 

Tlic general cut of ten p»'r in ib< ^ bad Imh a'Mj.iod willingiy by those 

officers geltiiig over IN. .V7) ami f!i •! » •- ^ as fccK. Indinni/a- 

tion was iiNo proccodinu: m', btt’ i; • ’ i ' b. •? O - ann* talc In t ■ an wm:» 

possible in the cotton iiidu-irt. IIi j. • • « n ui i i a ♦ tninnue of enf|Uiry now 

for the (lovernmont inimt a ; < ;.:m 1 i«v. 

A/r. iro^n/Zirud. ( omnn'H t’ >• . H i.n V • I it a’ a:! inf. final ion v<<|Uiml wa.'* 

arailaidc in the report of ib*' l.ir » i k’ iftil lilntu*-. He jrau 

statistics to show that the t . ini anN . .’i ; \ . •.ml.ly iii. nrmint; afler the close 

of the strike ami in vi» w of ibe t.n*’ ilm* ■ <.i. ••n ' ' m a eoin- 

niiltec Ix'forc March l.MI be ^ i. ' 

d/r. Ihtascht Intnfu f,-lt Ontt m'-'b.r «• v nt mn* tl.e direi|(>r of the 

Tatas had shown wlicllnr ilu t’linp.ny ». . i •! I I'*.’ ’I !»e lice from 

the necessity of proi<rt. n. imi b* v .* !* •' . ' i \iiw* of the general 

opposition. 

ri;'- 1*1". ». t ? 

2^th, ^l^\RrJI . ~ \h,- { \ m il ».| .- • - ; • * . t n v (;* ncrars mest ap« s 

wvre read stating ihal as ilr .‘v ; .1 ; i ; ! i i; - I'mami- Bill in the 

form rcconjiiienclt*d. ilurif. !• In- •rrr;*' -! i?; ’ | . ■ m i!- I »nn n''e<imiiii*mb»l. 

was cssentid to tlie iif -w*. ..f lb;’i-li I. ;. ’ ' i • ' . * nd. i'» lb* ('ouiieil i« 

pass it ill that form, llic dt!.: . « !• - i. ■ •• - i. . ! si di K. 

I'l: r I •. ■ . 

The Council .agfood v/»; 't • ” - ■ b .ii !!,].■ r. •*, ’mi. .. ivioin- 

menduig to the (vovcriitin •* • » = * i » • I I'n'atr < .•»».< iifion (J ihc 

Tnterri.iiional Labour ('mf ■■ . :i ' ; !■ ! * : • » . ..i?. r^.i.ei rninp ilie rfgula 

turn of the hours of w irk m = • ’ «" b •.;« folrnirmits imd Hinilar 

(‘S*ablishincnts, in th',afivv ! •• I.* r j '.; • • ■ r i ’ '• n.'i ai d in t.ibts-h 

nii'iiu for Ihc trcaluient c-( ' • 'f im n'i’-; ” 

Sir Joseph pointed on* ?b t: iii-i.i r;.- liti;: th"‘ i.’ nriniiw bad involv<^T 
» very heavy cxpindituu' and Ih n* i i k l.h'a. l >1 'i** pio’imial (•ovtri»nici«t> 
agrciuog to such c*m|Uirie-s. \l the ‘^nm. ’ di * <:• v. . Mvtrrjt s aitnudc vlnudd not 
be understood as imaniiig no a'*»i-tn.' 

i rieiia* F:n“ \N' : l*iM 

30th, ITA J? C// The Kinanee Bill o rtnii l by th- Covera* r-(ii in ral c.'iwc up for 
consideration and i>assugc to diy in tiic of .’Stale. 
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Sir AHhttr UtWatUn. Fioanee Seeralaij, la moflDf far eosiidmlkMi al 
Bill referred to the exeeptiooa] proriiioM impoeioK tandion wider maloiiii, ea 
and ineowe-taa and allnded to the rednetion made in feep^ of ineoiiie-taz of Otile 
Of er erore as a reenlt of the Aeeembly'e demand. Deipite Ihts the AiitmMT nfn^ 
to paM the Bill as recommended and insisted on the ent amounting to 235 l^hiia, 
while the Gofemment was prepared lor a rednetion in additional taiation to the 
extent of 105 lakhs. The amount at issne, therefore^ was 130 lakhs. 

The Fioanee Secretary, proceediim, allnded to the eeonomieo made ’in military 
expenditure and also in the eifil aide and deelarcd it was hnpoasibie to eeooomiae 
further. Henee, the Qofemor-General’s reeommendation and ceriUleation with a 
flew to present a balanoed budget whieh was so essential to India’s eredit was to 
remain uninjured. India’s loss would be tery mneh lamr through deterioration ^ 
credit if the deiieit was uneovered. He, thcieiore, pleadM lor an unanimous rote in 
p e c* *utiitg a loundhr bahmoed biidcet. 

JTr. B, K. Batu (Oslcntta) fiewed the Bill from the standpoint of the ways and 
means position and said the situation had consideral^ improfed dne to the Irwin* 
Gandhi settlement which had aueh a psyehologieal efleet that London infestors began 
to re-enter the Indian market and already since the day of the agreement the 
• - - - -• aid enable 


Ooremment of India bad been able to seeure 16 eroies which woni< 


the 


Goremment to meet heary maturities this month and if the same improrement conti- 
be able to * 


nned tb^ would be able to meet 20 erores of maturities next month. 

Procora**«g, Mr. Basn said tbe Finance Member should take adtaatage of this 
unexpected transformation in the financial eredit of India and if necessary float 
in Older a loan of 50 erores to wipe off short term loans. 

Concluding, be attributed to the Members of the Exeeutife Council tbe responsi- 
bility for the certified Finance Bill and said the good and outgoing Viceroy had 
been badly aerted on this important question. Ho auggeated that the oonfeienoo 
of party leadera of the Central Legistature conld bare been held earlier and the 
cataairopbe could btfe been aroklM. 

Lala Ram9arandi»i did not agree in tbe logic of Sir Maneekjee Dadabboy and 
as an elected member he felt it his duty to safeguard tbe intereeio |of his eleotoiate 
and of the country at large. Some years ago toe Oofemment were able to balanoe 
the budget without recourse to extra taxation and tbe aame could hare been done 
this year as well. At a time when unemployment wis the nmXm problem and 
when people were starving the OoTcrnmeut were imposing fresh taxation to tbe 
extent of 16 ernres. Retrencbmeni was the only remedy and that should be eflbeted 
in the top-besfy civil and military services andT not by merely postponing the re- 
equipment charges. . . 

Jfr. Bkstain Imam (Pains) regretted that such a heavy taxation measure was 
bsiog imposed on the eve of constitutional ehangui and there waa a good deal of 
diatrust regarding the safeguards. He criticised tbe policy of the Government con- 
tracting currency and after quoting the poaition in Germany, Franoe, Engiand and 
other oountriet. he said the Govern moot of India’s policy had led to nervousness in 
the minds i/t the people. 

The speaker condemned tbe capitation charges in the army. Tbe hsnvy huideD 
of taxation on tlie people wonid make It impossible for India to recover and he icady 
lor the new conslitutioD. „ 

Sir Akbar Khan felt tbe tax on kerorene oil would hit tbe poor, while raiaing 
the rate on income-tax of the middle class people was uajnstified. Hel wanted an 
assurance that fr^ additional taxes would only bo tampon^. He joined in the 
plep lor a reduction in the uiilitary expenditure. 

8hib Ikv Singh UUrai said the new Uxatlon wm the last straw on the 
earners bock and thought if the Government had effected fnrtte ^retrenchment, they 
could have balanoed the budget without re^rre to rcMmmendaliona and enliflear 
•ions. At any rate the middle classes required relief from increased tssate oa 
riarir Income. 

fifr. Gkese Mmaiek aU attacked the flnnM Wl from the Mint of the heavy 
minttty exnmkUlUfe where he argued for a Quetta b y wa y of I i ^n ie rtw a 

Jfr. a: mSr (Bomhi^) oppo^ the fresh taxatte then^ M ftav of 
the&rqpean trade, parSeulary the tax on transport A opines toil P - 
poiiiblo ITSoold go to help of ^ 


inerNMMd tax on 
ottaoipl to 


G. 


wBh kipovtad tarign nit. 


od tSe dtoy on 
to SOB 


in thrir 
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JfA A, (Baruu) said the psople of Dornui had Ukea tho intaaaoa in 
taxatioo ntte aenoaaly and daring the laat few di^a he had rooeifad aeftral inenaa 
m arging to oppose the ne\r uxes. He severely criticised the working of the- 
ine0Bse4ax department as inconsiderate and unsympathetic and attribated the oppo- 
sition to any new taxation in part at least to the filing of resentment at the work- 
iitf5>f that departmemt. He joined in the pica for the rc^luctioti of th » sstarios of 
ometals and reminded the Government of India that the ofttcials in Burma were 
prepared to have their salaries reduced If the Government of India would give 
the lead. 

Sir ArOiur MeWatterB was glad there was unanimity of opinion for the motion he 
had made. He said that the heavy taxation wsis regrettable out was inevitable this 
year and assured the House that when tho emergency disappeared then the fresh 
income-tax burdens would be lifted. Heatiwhile he ussurea them on b^alf of tho 
Government that they would proceed in the task of retrenchment wherever possible. 

The Finance Dill as recommended was then t:tk> ii into consideration. Several 
amendments were moved but were either rej<.H;rc I or rui«Kj out of order, lly ^ 
votes gainst 6 the Council rejected the aauitidiuotit of th*' Knja Dhudh\}i't\t for the 
reduction of the income-tax rate by one pie in ttio case of incomes up to Rs. 10^000 
and a two pies reduction i n the case of incomes in some of upper grades. 

The Finance Bill as rocomoii led by the Givcrnor-Geticral was then passed and 
the Oouncit adjourned till the ist. April. 

OffiCiai. Dii.i.s 

inf. APRIL : — ^Thc bilU i/npo.iiny a temporarij •f.'ittj uh impurled salt and trheait 
as (lassed by the Assembly, were laid on the table to-diy. These and the 
At// amending the Faetorirs Act which was in the hunJs of mcnib.rs since yesterday 
remained to b^ disposed of. Tae {'."csulent invited suggestions in this respect as 
under the rules two clear da vs' notice* must be given to the House 

Regarding the Factories Hill, which was acknowledgiai as non -controversial, there 
was no objection to immediate cunsidcr.ttioii and accordingly the House passed it 
without discussion. But as fir the other two measures ueuiing with wheat and salt 
these were considered by the non-olTiciai mcmlicrB as important and also controversial. 
They objected to icgislntion like tho S.tlt Hill being brought forward at tho fag end 
of the scssioD. 

Mr, Dutta did not speak up even when requested by some members, but he wss 
understood in the press gallery to suggest that Government by treating the (loiincii 
of State in this manner were fostering the public feeling against that body. 

Mr. Oftoe/i~Maulik suggested that the Balt Hill be taken into consideration to- 
morrow. The President agreed and ruled that it be taken into oonsideration 
to-morrow. 

Regarding tho Wheat Dill Rai Bahadur Lala Ramsaran Vae supported by Sir 
Akhar Khan wanted it to be taken into consideration to morrow ana to that extent 
suspend the standing orders. 

PRESiDEN*r'8 Remarks 

The President, who was also inaudible in the press gallery, was understood U> 
sympathise with the members in that they were not given full time. At the same 
time he informed Mr. P, C. Datta that at no time diti any member of Ooveromeot 
ims the President to shorten the notice to aiw extent and, therefore« the impr^ion 
tw the Government was trying to force the Council to take fup the bills wdmut 
giving sufficient time for consideration was wrong. But in view of tho expeneooa 
pvCT the Finance Bill, he had a certain observation to make. Tho FioMoe bacretary 
Iwd suggest the other day the id^ of amending the Collection of Taxes Act so 
Uiat the Government could collect taxes within 40 days intiesd of •• now wi^n W 
4ayi after t^ introdnetion of the Finance Bill. The preeident thought t^t Ihla 
extension of the time by 10 days would only provide au indnoemeni to dilator 
mctlwds in respect M the Finance Bill and reiterated the saggeeUon he 
previooa to his b^ing PreaideQt of thic House that the introductm of the bud^ 
be advanced by one week so that the voUng on dema^s for mnU mi^t 
be got out of the way by the end of the tot week olMarch and from Oien onwaidi 
fhe legislatm would have time to consider tfie Finance Bill. 

Duty ox Foreiov Salt 

^ APRIL The last aUting of the aeeaioo of the Couneil of State waal held 


120 


THE GOUXCii. OF STATE [ mw mm 

to-day with a thin non-official attendance. The Bill imposing a tempofify additional 
duty on foKign salt and the Wheat Bill were the only two msasnins on the agenda. 

Begarding the former, the Finance secretary surreyrd the report of the Tariff 
Board and the salient points contained tU<*rciu and pomted ont the fact that tte 
Qofemment had accepted in principle that they should make to the prorinose 
which consniDKl imported salt the proceeds of this eatra duty. The Bill wae beeed 
on the belief that there was a nisjority of public opinion in faronr of the policy of 
deroloping the internal salt sources in Indis. 

None objected to the consideration of the Bill; hut Sir, GUom liaulik, speakiDg 
on clause 4, opined that the remedy proposed by tbo Government might prore worse 
than the disease. By reason alike of th<‘ fjtiuliiy and (luaniity of the salt produced 
in Madras snd Karachi aiid by resson ai<o of the cost of that inferior: salt, Bengal 
would not take that salt and preftrri^l to take foreign salt. The Bill was hasty and 
ill-considered. 

Sir Arthur MeWatkrif Fiu«'ince SxiVi.uy. did not a>;riC with Mr. Ohose Maulik 
and explained how the propi^^ed (iovenMurnt action would help to keep the price of 
imported salt at a rcsonnbfu level, uud the Bill gave power to the Gofernment 
to remove the duty at the end of the y<‘ur. 

Clause 4 was passed, as also all other elanscs. the only dissentient tbroughont 
being Mr. P. 0. Dutta. of Assam. When. th. ivl»»rc, the third reading was moved, 
Mr. Dutta was the only upp rsitroni^t \mi .itid bu* pointed out that the local Govern- 
ments should have been consulted on this ipicsiion and that tho (iovernment of 
India were treading on uiioerlain ground, i'uo Bill was passed. 

\\»:r'r Bii.i. 

The discussion on the Whe.it Bill was somewhat pn*longed. 

Mr. Woodhead, Oommercc i^ v retiiry. ^^.‘(•upied half an hour in explaining the 
rcssoDS for the Bill and pointing out that the cxistoiict; of a large surplns of stock 
ill Northern India must find a widen market in the interests of aRriculturists. He 
assured the House that the itni>ori of wlv.Mt Hour was perfectly negligible. 

Lala Ram$Qran Dus confincil hi^ atictOion to the danger to Indian wheat threat- 
ened from Russia, where umior a live year plan of intensive cultivation of wheat 
and extension of the uiea of cultiviition th'ic luight U; such a large crop that there 
was sure to be unfair dumping of wheat iti ltidi:u He quoted statistics to prove 
that this was a possible daiig^V and couidiiueti with nn appeal to the Govcrnincut 
to be prepared to meet it whenever re<piireil. 

Mr, B, K, Basu a*ulciitta) coiigiatnlau* I the Punjab wheat-growers on their abi- 
lity to move the stony heart «jt the o(v>tr:il tiovernmcnt to lake up the cause of the 
^ngal jutc-growers, whose cy>n.li!ioii >va^ v« ry aeiitc. 

Onaudbury Muhammad Ihn and .Sard ur .Shidev Singh Uberoi, both of the Punjab. 
Bir Akbar Khan of the Fronts r an i I.Vii lUbadnr Jagadish Prasad of the United 
Provincea. all supported the Bill. 

Chaudhury Muhammad Din wuriit th i^overnmont that there might be a move- 
ment for non-payment of tax i>y the Pnujab landlords if at any time their aituatioo 
happened to be worse than it now wa^. 

Both Chaudhury Muhammad it n and Saidar Shivdev Singh expresaed their mit- 
givinga over clause 3, while Sir Akbar KImh said that aamiodara could not pay land 
revenue if the price of wheat were shn\n below Ks. 3 per mannd. All how- 
ever joined iu assuring Mr. B. K. ikiMi of <ii)i{K>rt to any BifI to support the jute- 
growers. Mr. Miles Irwing informed th*; il nn - that the Pnojah Goveroment had 
alrgidy shown their interest in cultivaiivm mv toregoiiig revenue to the extent of 
Ks. 30 lakhs t hi* year. 

Mr. Woodhead. Commerce Secretary, wcmld not agree to the idea of a permanent 
omba^ iu the importation of wheat, vuiivh was at the back of the miod of JLala 
Ramsarau Das. As one coming from ihc jute^growinx districts of east Bengal, Mr. 
Woodhead asked for a constructive 8uggt;<iion from Mr. Bun. 

The Bill was taken into consideration and ihere was opposition only to danse 
3, which, however, was feeble. The Bill was passed, Mr. Devadu pratceting 
•gainat the prindpie of taxing foodstuffs. 

Ihli coocittded the business of the term and the Couiietl adjourned sus$ die. 
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Mr. dwttj, the Ghdniti^ deehoed that Sir Ibrahim BahimtooUa had eeeoiod 96 
TDtae and Mr fiariafaich G<mr, 66. 

Him wm feomiehem at the annoareeaMot of the reenlt 

Tha VIcMf ’• AddnM 

The Honae at thia ataae adtooroed to hear the Vioeror'a addreaa. Ihe followina 
ia the teit of Hia Eio5lMey'a apeeeh t- 

"It ia mr pririlege to-day to wdeome memben of thia Hooae tto the opening 
eaaalon of the foarth Lm^atire Aaaembly. Among them are many who hate already 
made their namea in pubiie life and if we r egre t , aa we moat, the abaence of aome 
who hare hitherto bemi freqneot partioipania in our debatea we are glad to aee again 
many wbo are well-known to the Amembly along with othera of proved quality in 
other delda who have come forward to aerve their country in thia sphere. 

"My firat duty ia to offer my sincere congratulations to your President on his 
election to hia reaponaible and honourable ofBce. He brings to his duties a wide 
eKperieooe of pubuo affairs and of Legislative procedure and I am confident that he 
will diaeharge his Important functions with dignity and with wise impartiality. 
Thou^ the deetion has on this occasion been contested. I have no doubt that now 
that the dedaion of the House bos been taken the President wiil^ on all occasions, be 
able to count upon the loyal support of all parties and persons in it. 

*1 would have wished that this Aaaembly might have been convened for its first 
meeting at sneh a date as would have enabled those of its members who have atten- 
ded the Bound Table Conference to be in their places at the beginning oi the session. 
There are, however, certain fixed dates and certain renuirements of proowJure which 
have limited my choice in this matter. The Railwi^ Budget must be completed in 
time to pemit us to bring the secoud hdf of the (meral Budget before the House 
at the beginniog of March. Moreover, on the occasion of a new Assmnbly, the 
Standing Finance Committee, which at other times complete the greater part of 
their task before the beginning of the session, have to be reconstituted. Thera are 
also important messures of legislstion to which I must presently refer and for which 
it was clearly easentisl to give ample time for discussion. These were all reasons 
whieh would have made ddsy inoonvenient. On this particular occasion, too, 1 was 
auxioua that the work of the session should be completed before 1 laid down my 
office and, as the date of my departure from India was uuoertain until a week or 
two am, I felt it deainble, if posaible, to conclude our business by about the third 
week In Mmeh. For these reasons 1 decided to summon the House in the middle 
df January and I trust that this may oot have exposed Hon. Members to inoonve- 
nisBos. It has meant, 1 fear, the absence to-day of certain members from their 
pisoss. But, while regretting this, 1 trust 1 have made plain the reasons that appeared 
to p reelnde the adoptiou of any other course. 

"The same conaideration of uigency did not apply to the Council of State and, as 
timir session will not open until February. I have bad to forego the pkssure of 
addreasiog them on thie ocessioo. I shall bop|^ however, towsras the cloce of the 
amaion to ask the membos of Houses lo give me an opportunity of taking my 
formal isicwell of the Oentiml Legislature. 

"For myseil this oooasion must neo c ss sri ly be tinged with regret for the opening 
of the last session of the Icgisisture with which I shall be coueerned and it brings 
nssnr the day when 1 shall have to say good bye to many friends in India smon^ 
whom I am fortunate to count numbeis, who are and who have been members of 
this House. 

"I am, however, happl fo think that when the time comes for me to hy down 
the aspoDsihilities oi my praaent ehsige^ I shall hand them over to one wml-known 
to ImK who is singularly i^l qualified to guide her destinies at thia jpartieiilsr 
Juneturs, and who bus, duriiig a long and distinguished period of lodiSm pubiie 
mniodk ahendy s es nred lor himself a pinos in Ihs esteem and frisnd^p of very 
many of Indira peopir 

FhoinxiB SnruATiov. 

"Bribn I Msk el tim LegWutive end orimr bn ai D eBa whieh will oobm bafm the 
Bhnoe tide ■mmob, thme era certain importut matters of men than departmental 
fartmmt whkh deserve mmtkm. Our rdetioM with Fonimi Sirtei aJong the whole 
el our nmd lead fkealfar continue to be of a cordial miaiuotcr. On the Morth- 
Wert Fmtier the dietnrbaneei whieh muixed the epring and eummer nMoths ef 
leal yw here Mbridai end, eneepl in your lebtioaiM the Afridi^nonBil eoadi- 
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tfoM may laid to ba?« bm geamlly rettofod. At a imaM ci two onpio* 
T^S? dwtrirt dorioK Uia tiimiiier by iaabkan ol oMia 

decided by my Ooveniment, with the eooeamoee 
of ^ Majecty ■ Gofmmmt to take measurec tor the proteetioo it Peehawar ai^nit 
by premtinft hoetile ^oentmUone from a^n oeing the KhaiariMd 
AkaM pUiD on the weatero border of the Peehawar distHet aa a bate for aodh 
attaeka. Ip panoance of thja deciaioii aome milea of road hare hwn or are being 
oooatmeM to hnk op the plain with adjoining aroaa in which commnaifationa hare 
bm dereloped and portions of the nlain hare been occnpied by troopa with neglifj^ 
ble oppqaitioii. A maidorable number of troopa hare been employra tinder rery 
amre climatic conditiona in these operationa and hare cariM out fiielr dutiea with 
efficiency that la always charaoteriatic of the army in India. 

The situation r^t«l by the Afridi inenraiona compelled my Oorernmeiit in the 
interest of the public safety to impose martial law in the FMawar District, The 
Chief Oommiasioner was appointc<) chief atliuiniatrntor of martial law and made 
ere^ effort to enanre that there should be as liitlo interference aa posaible with the 
ordinary sdminiatration. In this he was successful and, now that prorision haa 
been^ made otherwise for the continuance of certain emergency powers under a 
pn bite safety regulation, the Blartial Law Ordinance is being withdrawn. 

‘•With the apnroral of mjr Oorernment the ('hief ('omroissioner, in July laat, gtre 
an undertaking that the administratioi) of the fire districts of the prorince would be 
scniiinised and if, on comparison with the adjoining districts of the Punjab, the 
North West Frontier Province administ ration appeared to he in anv way deficient, 
capeeially in its lieneficcnt activities, step would he taken, as fonda admitted, to 
remedy the defects. The Chief Commisgioncr*s pro|)Osals in fulfilment of this under* 
taking are now un<ler consideration. Among other measures the. re-asscaament whieh 
was recently made of the Peshawsr District has been revised to bring it into accord with 
the Punjab Land Kcveniie Amendment Act with (he result that the total aaseaamcnt 
was reduced by some Ks. fjO.t'OO. 

S. ArntrAN Qfi:«TiON 

'Questions afTecting Indians Overseaw Imvc. as always, claimed the special attention 
of my Government. When I last addressed this House I referred briefly the Land 
Tenure Bill introduced in the AHsemblr o. the Union of South Africa, which had 
caused coiisidernblc nlnrni among IiHiiaiis in (he Traiisvaat. My Oorernmeiit sought 
couii^l from the .Standing Committee on Kmigration on the far-reaching prorislona 
of this measure and received from fhciii valiinblc advice to guide them Tn their line 
of approach to this difficult and deliratc problem. Wc fully recognlae the serious 
implications of the Bill and, in particitfar, the effTect it must hare oti the trading 
and buainc'ts iiitcrosts of the Indian commiitiitv in the Transvaal. We are aware, too, 
of the feelings of deep conct'rn which the Bill haa aroused amongst those whose 
jrtenata arc threatened and of the syrntMtlw which is felt for them by thdr oompatrioUi 
in South Africa and in this country, i hare given this question much anxious 
(bought and personal atteution. Every opportunity baa been taken of representing 
the Indian point of view and as our Apmt, Sir Kurina Beddi annonneed at the 
recent conference of the South Africa Indian Oangrcaf, our views will be com* 
munieated to the Union Government. It is unnecessary to assure the Mouse that 
ve are making every endeavour, in co-operation with the Uuion Oorernmeut, to ae> 
cure an equitable solution, and earnestly hope that the negotiatioo to be conducted 
by our representative will result, after full and frank discussion, in an agreemeDt 
satisfactory to both sides. 

, *Tnrning to East Africa, Honorary members will remember that (be eoiicluaiona of 
Mis Majesty’s Government have uow been referred to a ^ .foint Select Cominittec 
of Phrliament. My Government are not ignorant ol bow widespread it the anxiely 
on the aeveral questions that arc involved, and tb^ have sabmitted their 
yi^s to this Committee through His Majesty's Secretary of Stote for India. 
We have further requested permiasion to preaent our case through u 
representative from India. I sm glad to inform the House that, in the event of 
^t requeat being accepted, it ia hoped that our spokeamiui will be the Bight Hpu. 
Srinivasa Saatri whose readiness to undertake any doty in the service of his 
oouutiy has ever biw so conspicuous a ebaraeteriatie of bit public career and who 
i« .shortly leturoing from the confereDcc to reanme his amt on the Jtoyal Oomni* 
*0100 Oil Labour under tbe Cbairmaosldp of the Rt. Hon. Mr. Wlutl^. That 
OonuDiaaioii, after a^ng no pains to see lor thennelveB (he Labour ooodiaoiia of 
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Ipdbttd to liw all ihadM of opbkio, an now coni^ in dfaftlng tlMir laporty 
aod MMabwi who will be grat^i to them for toe manner in wmch thcj Da?e 
PioimM eomiry will aifo be glad to hear that th^ eapeet to be abm to 
ooB^cle thdr work neit Mareb. 

FwAKaAL Pboblemb 

BOW to the main itemiof the bnsinem which will claim the attention of 
^ ^ your talk to coniider the meisiuei for maintaining the 

flmeial poaitkm of In^a which will be pla!^ before yon in doe courae by my 
Wfwnment aod I Tentuxe to aay that there can hare been no period in the hiatory 
of tM ooontry when financial problems bare needed not only so much eameat 
fOMideration, but also the co-operation of all the forces in India which hare power 
w fko situation. In naing these words I hare in mind not merely the needs 
crestea by the present economic crisis, bat the task of finding adequate financial 
to giro the new constitntion, now nnder discussion, a favourable start, 
like the rest of the world, has sufTercd seriously from an almost universal 
trade depression and in riie nature of things has felt the full weight of the collapse 
in world prices of agricaitura] products, llie trouble arising from the state of 
* recently had cause to point out, are being seriously aggravated by the 
distur^ees resulting from the Civil Disobedience movement. 

, net wish to dwell at length on this subject of that movement to-day. Nor, 

mOM, is it profitable *o indulge in recriminationa about the past. Whst concerns us 
IS the premt and the future and I would ask all Hon. members to ponder deeply on the 
mjnfy which the present dissensions are causing to the economic life of the country. If 
only distrust and attempts to paralyse Government could be replaced by a spirit of 
mutuu ronfidence and co-opmtion, even in spite of the world crisis,* we mij^t 
see the dawn of a new optimisim in India and the opening of new ways for the 
recuperation and development of her economic strength. 

Special Powers 

eve in particular two aspects of the Civil Disobedience movement lo 
whiM 1 must invite the attention of Hon. members. A little less than a month ago I 
Mt It my duty to have recourse again to the special powers which I took last year for 
we Mto oontrol of the press and newspa^rs and for dealing with persons who 
may instigate others to refuse the fulfilment of certain lawful obligations. In doing 
■o, I expressed my regret that the urgency of the emergency i^ich necessitated 
S? of these Ordinances, had not allowed roe to await the meeting of 

the Oentrail^gislature but I iudicated the intention of my Gcveiument to bring 
weaemt^ bimre this House at the earliest opportunity. 

. intmtion we now propose to carry into effect by introducing legislation on 

wew tiro Bubjecta forthwith ana 1 must, therefore, briefly review tbe'roatn factor which 
have led os to this decision. 

Rival Authority 

^ movement must be judged and dealt with not according to the 
prmMions of those who initiate it or carry It into effect but in the light of 
practiM Whatever may be or have been the true object underlying the 

preaent uvijDiiobedieDce movement, Government still see in many parts of India 
uetermined snorts to substitute another aotbority for ita own and to interfore with 
tne mmntenanro of which Government Is the constituted guardian. 1 need not at 
Uus stage detail the several forma which such activities have taken, but none, 1 think, 
” pernioionB or more erud to those whom it endeavour to mislead than the 
fUMun put upon payers of land revenue and other liabilities to withhold payments 
bound to make. In certain parts of the country those 
rsapoosibls m the movement have successfully instigated the withholding of such 
paym ents, and in other parti vigorous efforts are being made to this end. It is 
^rnryem to see^ how sueh a programme can be put forward in an attractive guise, 
ospe^uy at n ume when the low prices of agncultural products have unhappily 
ofs^ a aitulion of great gravity. 

1 would cm more make it very plain that the special powers taken by 
Government are in no way intenM to moaify the nsual policy followed by local 
wverameata of grantiim snapenaion cr remiesion of land revenue when economic 
dramaUaero demiiM it Indeed, while the necessity of combating these 
tnsidkms nnd dsngirous attsnpts to erifq^ the admi^ixitlon constninea them to 
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Uke these powers. I sttech frcst imporUnoe to them as a meant by which tmdi 
mienhartats may be aaTsd from the ctTects of such propaganda by people WM 
tSemadres have little to lose, bat irho are rallouNly ready to inv^oiTe this •mail 
landholder in the riaka of legal proreMea and even forfeitnra of hit land. Legislation 
on this anbj^ will accordingly be laid before you. Wo alao propoao to ask th^ 
Home to give legislative sanction for a limited period to the provisions contained 
ir the Press Ordinance issued a few weeks ago. 


Violent Ckimk^ 


‘*Apart from the artivitirs of the kind to which I hare jiiKi referred and which in 
tbemsekes constitute so grave a inonaco to the pnbliir tranquility, wc have lately 
witnessed a disturbing increase in those ciimes of violence which have deeply 
stained the fair name of India and whi(‘h, 1 know, arc as abhorrent to the members 
of this House as they are to all other ronsonnlde persona. The exficriencc of tho^ past 
few moniba leaves no doubt as to the esittenec of an organisation whose iiiaatie 
objective it is to promote overthrow of established (»overnmi»nl by the di*liUrafc 
creation of a state of terroiism. I know that vast majority of Indiana deplore Im 
growth of movement wholly foreign to their tradition and inatinots and I ^ in the 
wide condemnation of outrage, in particular, in ihc indignation evolve*! by the 
attack on His Eicciillcncy (he Ctovcrnor of the Pnnjnb. a growing reecigniiion of the 
urgent and paiamouut need of ri’movii.g this malignant can«T in llic life of **'”*•• 

“I desire to express my deep sympathy with the nlativcs of all who have isllcn 
victims at the hands of assnsf'ins and I gladly pay a high tribute to the skill anu 
courage of those who, at the constant risk of their hves art‘ engaged in the det^tion 
and preveotioii of toriorist plans. The devotion to duty of the rflicera, high and low, 
of every Department of (Joveriiineiit. in diflieult and of!<‘n dangerous cireiimatance^ 
has IxHm a feature of the past y^wr of which all bran» hes of the service may well 
feel proud. I and my Government, in our sphere, shall spare no effort to 
our officers and the public, but. whatever action tlovernmeiit 
matter, it cannot achieve complete aiiceess uiiles, it is ns^istiHl by the whoia-jiowrtea 
determination of every citizen to stamp out mirh evil thing f torn i heir soi’lety. I 
carnestlv appeal to afl who have at heart Indiu s g<val name to show W 

words which win admit of no doubt or imTvation th,it they rrgart the terrorW 
m<ivemcnt with repugnance and tliosc who arc actiy»*ly tngagid in il or extend to 
it their aympatby or support arc the worst enemicH India. 

Crlme Or The Press 


• AmoDB othtr influence, which have undoubtedly tended to the 
of .uch reTOlulioo«ry method. «nd eiolent crimM .re 

who«! reiterated laudation of faira sentiment .nd of '“U®'Xd Frir 

too often to the injection of deadk poiwn into « ^ «* "»'"«• S" 

criticism of the administration or of our eonslitotiomil -irted from its 

J r.thcr welcome it. But when the great power of ^ JJ 

tree funelioiM to duKcrous ind deetructive doctrine, t.overnment ran M mgfr 
;Snd S I »m “f, well .w.ij. than the two pro«ct. ^ 
hnee referred mu.t cieite keen “ 

gladly have avoided controversy at this time, had 1 felt in to be 

I^ndlV Sk »» 1 do that the outcome of tlm JSS'fcif. SXJed rf 

be S3 ic .Ul^y rcetoration of normal condition. .htmM »>•" 

1 could, to .uipend action and await Oic adnnt moTement I. 

power, would no Ioniser be wquircd. But, 41., et n likely to 

ooncerntd, there is little ground for supposing .i,«i be reached and, 

he deterred from their courao by conatitulional ■ . y ^ beoevoltot 

for the rest, it is not possible for u> d«ltov i?s fo^datimis 

spectators so long as those who have d ^l. thctefore. teemed 

at every point thow no aign of aUting tb^r acnmie^ ^ 

dear to my Government that, »“ Dw^sary protective action and 

derdictioD of our duty to refrain "he members of the Home 

eomitry. 
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have never eoiic^ed my view that action of 4bM kind, weocaaair aa it ii, viU 
of itaelf fcivc ua the remedv that we seek for the preaent diacontenta and, durinie llie peat 
montha, the thonKht^ of all who hai'e believed that honourable ainreement ia not bmnd 
our ^ranp have bi rii focoafMKl npon the proceeding of the Conference in London. There 
were those, both in India and (vreat Britain, who oj^iily acoroed ka meeting: and* 
liefore and sinre it met. have made scant conoealment of their hope that H would 
fail, little mind fill of the irravity of the times and of the need for their redemption on 
both sides bv practical and courAg:eon8 statesmanship. From the outset, there were many 
amonirthc fieleirati*** from India who must have l»een conscious of the fact that their 
own fuith ill the c^tfickiicy of const hut iofial methods was not shared by many of their 
com patriots. In these nrcumstnnecs it demanded from them no small degree of 
poHticid coinage to disngard tlie ]jowcrful pressure to whieh they were ezpo^ 
and men of every opinitrn can well afford to rei-opnw- the sense of public duty which 
iin|>elled tlieiii to do uhnt they deemed right in the face of much bitter contumely 
of those who went to Entdand. ‘ 

*‘Tbcre is one to whom f must make a .spctdal reference, for I feel assured that 
we should all wish to join in an expression of det'p sorrow that one of the roost 
notable persona lit itw of the ( "oiifcrcnce should not liarc bt^en t)ermitted to u’itness 
the outcome of the labotiis to which, as it proved, he gave bis last days of life. 

“Tlie ConfiTciicc. graciously (i|K‘ned by His MHjiwty the King-£mprror, is now 
about to conclude its labours and wc await with eager interest the announcement to 
be made by the Prime Minister in the next few davs. Pending that announcement, 

1 content myself with |iointing to certain things which alreaa>* stand out in aharp 
relief. Ihc drst iindonbtcdlv is (he recognition by the Indian Stabw of the essential 
unity of all India aiuj their readiness to take their full share in designing the instru- 
ments of Ooverr. incut through uhich that com epti»)n of unitv may gain concrete 
expression and effect. I do not itndorrnte the difficulties that stilt have to be surmounted 
liftorc these aspinitions can l)e realised in th.-'ir entirety. But those need not bliud 
u« to the far-reaching and deep significance of the slop taken by the States* 
representstives in l^^ndon. I scarcely think I exaggerate when I say that the 
historian a hundred yi^ars bonce, coinmrnting on these timiw. will find in it the 
turning |»oint of the constitutional history of India. 

‘The CJonforcnce baa had two further results that seem to me of incalculable 
value. .\t. the time of its convention the atmo.<phcre wa.s clouilcd with misunder- 
standings oil both sides. Opinion in Great Britain was ill-informed of the realities 
of thought in India. Opinion in India even in circles where so-calh'd moderate views 
prevailed, was snsnicious and sceptical of the purpose of Great Britain. If ignorance 
and suspicion still linger they represent the rear guard, and no longer the, main 
body of opinion in the two countries. (Treat Britain has realised, as she has heard 
it at first hand from all sections of the Indian delegation, something of the new 
forces that are an i mating the political thought of India : while Indui, feeling^ no 
longer that she is misunderstood, is better prepared to recognise that Bntish 
Mtatcamen have approached the problem not indeed ignoring real difficulties, but 
with A single will to find means bv which they may be speedily and securely 
resolved. And thus it might appear that all who have lon|^ to see the Confereuce 
bear fruit for the true healing of the nations may take new hope. 

“The liondon discussions have revealed a genuine desire on all sides to find 
practical means by which speedy and substantial recognition may be given to the 
natural claims of ludisn political thought There is no one who will not deplore the 
fact that the wnrk of the Gonference should have been so gravely impeded. Any 
constitution that is to work smoothly must obviously command the ooofidenoe m 
all ctttnmunities and in this matter India can help hers^ more than anybody else 
can nelp her. I would moat earnestly irust that leaden of all communities would 
once more come together, resolved no longer to allow the constitntional progresa of 
India to be impeded by this canse, or India herself to lie nnder this leproaeh of an 
internal discord and mistrust. 

Marihia Gandhi 

ApaH from this it it evident that to many of those participating ip the Oonff- 
ence the influenoe of posonal contact with men of diffenng newi* tfoog with m 
inspinition of the new and wider vision of a united India that toe Oooiemco naa 
unfolded, has had tho efTect of presenting an old problem in new gidBe and ot 
leading them to revile some of their earlier views upon it Thai way Im the tat 
poieilMuvy fer bsth to TMura to the conditiont of peace a^ Imnnoo j fhiA 

we all dcaire. Many times daring the last twelve months thonghtal RMB and 
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wtmcm miMt have pondei^ dwpl; over trbftt biw bmi (vm> ol (Mr uimi nnkmuii 
ud iierptong fMNUM. Howi^n mnukni an; nwn ma; tbiiik him to if md 
howmr diephmblo may appear tlie n'dull* ni the poliey aaMorialnl with hie iiaiw 
■•-2? ««• M to ni^iae the apiriii^ farce which impeih Mr. tiandhi to nmntm 
laerifiM too neat in _the_^ti*p, a* be Ma reo, of the india that he lovea, ami I faiirv 
t^ thotwh M on hic^Fitm^ think* tlMwe who diffir from him to be the rietim* 
at a falae philoaoiAf, Mr Qandiii would not lie uiiailtinK to ray thnt nii’ii of mv 
race who ate to-day teaimirilile far the (inmiiim-iit of India, atio ainenv in thefr 
attempt to aerec her. It hw lieen mie of the tniindie* <if thia time that, whem 

nhimaM IMJIWMa hare perhapa diirend little, if at all. tiie nu<ihod* emiilayvd b« 

wme ■Dould lui?e Imi. aa I I'onctHvo. far mort> ralculalul to imiHHlQ ilmii to anaiM 
tbe occooipliihineiit of tlwt lar^elv common ciitl. And deeply «h 1 crave to tec the 
dawo of a happier dty in India, 1 am Imtiiid. «o lon^r at a movement detjirin^ to 
utidermiue and tap the loiiiidntiojif of tiovt'riimcnr hoUU tJic Iront tilaci> in the 
profrnimne of the irreat Conim'AA orunnisatioti. to risi)ii it in ilie i)ti<Tiiio»i of mv 
Atren^th. la it not poMible, 1 would N.-k. for tlioai' n'KiioiiMihle fur iJiii* iNtlifv to try 
anotlier courae Ihai. in the liKlit, on tin' uiu* luiiitl. of wtuiHtor I'Vi'uin in Jndtt aitd 
on the other of the ciicouni|i;eiiioiit ofli-n'd to India l»v the prut^rii** ut tin* Oonhir* 
eoee in England, would aeem to In? a ex<*<Heiit way ^ A n^eat deni n-mniim to be 
done, for it hoa long been Keiterally riH'ogniscd that if mid when the broad Ijiiea 
of constitutional reviaion could In? drawn, initch huon detaih'd thought would 

be required fur ita adjiiatmciit to ilu' puriif'itlat- cirv'iiiiiiitain'tH of Jndiu. Quite 
evidently it would Ih? for the gooit of India that the Mt elenteiifii. both here 
and in Great llriiuiii. should join hand'* in the work of elaboraiiiig and hriusinff 
to fruition the niidertaking #o well U^giin in IjOikIoii and thiia plaee the 

Neal of frit'itdHhip once again n|MMi the r('laiiiiiii( of two |N*i»|»it'N whom 

unhappy cireuniatancoa have latterly cwtraiigrtl. Oti the wide IwNia of 
frii^ndaliip and iuiitual rcanect alone ean In* ciinlideiitly Intild the airui’tiin* ol a 
strong and sHf-reliaiu Indio, one within lu*r*<elf and one with the otlh*r leirtiieni in 
the BritiNh Comiutfawcalth. 1 fivl coi.iident that I cuii count on ever}* member 
this Uoofic to lend at all limes Hitch tHNiMiaiKv an may In* in hla power to> the 
furtherance of a work so fraught with cotnietiiiiiui* to the wrellsre of India, of 
Great Brifsiti and of that empire hi which I very earui*Nily pray India may lor ail 
time be proud to rake her place. 

Phkns & VxiJvwrrL Ixnth.atiox Bii.i.k 


loth, JANUARY r-'in the .^saembiy to-day, ^ir James Vrenr annomieed the post- 
imieineiil of the PreMN Dill and the Vidnwfnl iiittiguiioii Kill in view of the rcpmatiiu- 
tiooa made to him from various sections of the Iiniise that the Premier was to nmlre 
a iDomcDtoiis statement and that rt was utidesirabh* to* uke mctbti al ihta eritkal 
juncture. The Oovernment. however, rt*Ner^M!d the HiKTty fo proceed fhrtbw wHh 
the bttia while tbe .\ssfinbty was still sitting, or if mi occasiou aliiaiid nriae whm 
thin may be inpmrtirsblc, to tender sneh sdrU*!* to the Oovernor-Genenil ns the 
rirciiinsraiicca might appear to tlicm to ri'quire. 

Mr. Rongaebnriar wdeomed tbe postponement of tbe bills which bfa side of thd 
lloosc was determined to oppose, but ri-greCtcd thnt the Government was unalde lo 
auapnid the Ordiiiancea lo create an atmosphere of eavneat goodwill for wbi^ the 
Viemy baa pleaded. 

Ft5JAB Cbimisai. Pbocedubk Act 


The Houer held a prokmged debete on the Putijab Crimniel Proeedute Supply 
aacutnry Bill, which was passed wk’-out amendment. 

Sir Jhmisf Crerar pointed out that tbe Hill provUkd for nn eppeal to tbe High 
Oimrt bf n coovieied person on a trial nckl by co .iniasiapeie under tbe Local 
Emmmrj Act and lor aubmiMWO to the High Conn of any death acotcoceu 
Mr. JnprmifwM Agaripa/, on behalf of tik. Puniab. entered, w emphatic pioteiC 
agaioat this pieeemM Icwialation and warned the Government to briim a cooaolidated 
metwatn embodying tbe Panjab Act lor a proper apprc^ion of life aituatimi 
eiamiaation fay this Houae as to tlie propnety Cf desirability of eitte ^.Paniafa 
Aetortfaiam An undewrabie proviatoa mahing an iaroad on tfac criminal biw 
of the land bad been incorjiomied in tbe^njab Act.^d t^ SSamb^fSiS^^ 




thil If Ihli an m Mt pMd^ tbe Aeamubiy. it uonid 
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Aganral objected to the Aaiemb1y*e eoneent to the BUI beioK iMilereil nnj tulkiod 
it« heck. 


Mr. Bhagniram Puri (Panjeb) joined Mr. Agnrwtl in recording n pioteet but 
entered into each a detailed diacnaeion of the merita of the Punjab Act that often 
timee he was called to order by the CSiair. Bat the fint roUng given by 8ir 
Ibrahim Rahimtoolah was in Mr. Puri’a favour. Thin wae when Mr. Moore 
objected to Mr. Puri'a examination of the Panjab Act regarding the wiping oat of 
the committal procedure. 

Mr. Puri continuing hia epeech alluded to the abecnce of jury trial, though the 
•tatua of the commieaioneni waa of a eeaaione conrt, and hearaay etatementa being 
admiaaiblc aa evidence without being croaa-examined by the aoeuaod. 

Sir Abdul Bakim regretted the anomaloua poaition of the Houae diecnaaing the 
Bill without diacuaaing the Punjab Act. It would have been much more eatiafactory 
if Sir Jamea Crerar had explained the aiient proviaiona of the Punjab Act. The 
Houae could not diacuaa the Punjab Act tiiough it waa an extraordinary Law. It 
wae cxtraordinaiy that an emergency act waa given a life of five yeara. It waa a new 
dciinitioii of cnicigency. lie knew how aomc apeeial Acta which came to the High 
Court were extremely illiiaory regarding aafeguarda to the accuaed. fie hoped that the 
accuaed under this Bill had real powera. That being ao, he did not oppoae the Bill. 

Sir B. L. Milter Law McrnbtT, pointed out that the Bill waa intended to mitigate 
the rigoum of the Punjati A< i and nil a lacuna therein which the Punjab Council 
could not do. Speaking with cx|^ricnco of Bengal special tribunals, he stated that 
iu not one iuatance was the deciaiou of a tribunal reversed by the High Court. Nor 
waa there any charge in the press that the trial had been unfair to the accused. (A 
voice: Question). So gocKl was the adminiatralion of the Bengal Special Act that 
though it waa originaliy oppo-^cxl by a acetiou of the people of Bengal, it waa paaned 
without diviaioti in the Bengal Cuuiieil. 

The lodcpendciita aupported the Bill but wished to make it clear that they diaao 
ciated thcinaelvca from the Punjah Act. 


Sir //. 8, Oour said that ii an accused was to have the right of appeal, it was 
contingent upon his piling tiu* right of a aort ol trial which under the i'uiijab Act 
wraa denied to him. There w na to be no jury trial which waa extended to the people 
of India after a atrciiuotis fight 'ii the IcgiHlalure. He recalled Sir Henry Craik h 
remark in the Punjab Council that there waa another device ( Voices ; 'device' and 
ironical cheers), namely, certitiontion. 


i^lr. Sbahnanai supported ihc Bill but did not like the Punjab Act. and wiabud 
the Government of India citln r to ask the Punjab (iovernroetit to amend it or allow 
a noii-officiflJ member of the House to tabic such a Bill. 

Messrs. Shahni, Ankleaauria and Jog also spoke after which the motion to coiisi- 
der the Bill was passed and the House rose for lunch. 

VVithiu a lew minutes of the Assembly **ieeiing after lunch, ii. < thin House and 
without any further discussion or division, the Punjal* rrimiiiHl ' .tieedure Amend- 
ment Act Supplementary Bill was passed, voice of disst nt Uing mainly from the 

Punjab block. nr « 

TtitRORisT Chive in Bknoal. 


Sir James Orsrwr, moving the consideration of the Bengal Criirinal Law Amend 
nieut Act bupplttneutary Bil! referred to the recrudescence of terrorist crimes iu 
liengal in 1925, which iiecessiiated an Ordinance by Ix>rd Reading. The Ordinance 
was afterwards replaced by the .\ct of 1025 passed by the local legislature. Tho.^c 
proftkions of that Act which related to the appointment of eommisHioncr^, wei\: 
continu^ for a further periotl of five years by the lOdO Act which was similarly 
passed by the Bengal Council. In this fatter Act, the Deiimil Government did o«)t 
propose the continuance of the powera of the 1925 Act which conferred the powers 
of arrest and detention. Pmt the Chittagoog and other outrages necessitated 
Ordinance 1 of 1930 which lestorea the powers of arrest and 
detentioo. Ihat Ordinance waa repUmed by the local Govonment by h:i 
act piMed in August last year eootinaing lor a further period of five 
years the powers which had been oonferred by the Ordinsocc. The oby-ct 
it the praeeni Bill is to xe-enact the sectioas of the aappleaseatary Act 
of 1925 and that provide against the ooromisston of terrorist criaMS ia Ben^ It 
empowers the loem Oovemmetit with the sanction of the Govenimciit of looia. to 
order eommiltinf to enatody Ia jail onlride Bengal any deteansi 
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Sir Jamci Crmr staled that the tenorists had their ooataet withia kilt and then 
iras iuf>preheQsion tUt some rich detenucs niiKht bribe the auboidiaate m offleials. 
Sir James assured that no tianskrs would be made by the Gofemmsot of 
India without a careful scrutiny of the case. The Home Member app^ed to the 
House to assist the ficngal Government in dealing with a difficult and dauwons 
situation. 

The non-official protest came from the Independent party through Mr. JJbdmi 
who object^ to the haste and hurry of this Isfcislalloni which 
embodied the dangerous principle of deportation and exile to distant ^Is, Uunceby 
making im{^ible for the poor detenue to see his relatives. After all, these detennes 
wero not criminals but only suspected to be connected with the terrorist moveoient. 
This Bill would be used as an instrument of torture against the dkmnes whose 
lot would be harder than that of the political prisoners in the Gssrist regime. 

Sir Abdur Rahim urged that a measure of this sort, which gave power lo detain 
persons in custody without trial, should not go beyond the limits M strict neooi^. 
If there were undesirable detenucs in Bengal, why should that Government trananr 
them on to the shouluer of another province. The detennes should not be remofod 
from the wholesome inllacnce of their wdl-wishers. In Indian jails even the consola- 
tion of religion was often denied to the prisoners. 

Mr. Lahiri Chotidhnnj described the Bill ns unrcsHonablc and lawless and expati- 
ated on the disabilities of the dctcivucs. 


20th, JAXUARY debnte on the Bill was resumed to-dav and the motion lor 
circulation was sup|>orr«Hj by Sir Hari Singh Oour, Maulana Monammod YrAub, Dr. 
Suhrawardy and .Mr. Biswas, whi* ' Mr. Anwarul Axim, supporting the B*Il, felt that 
it contained nothing to frighten tiie law-abiding cirizena. Sir Hari Sing Gjur held that 
thc*Biil WAS a revival of the 19J3 legislation which the Asseroblv had ir.rown out by a 
majoritv of 44. The whole f|tteaiion. he said. Imiled down to this, whether the Houie 
was wifiiiig to get people imprisoned without a trial. 

Sir James Cnrar, after a closure had l>ccii aeocptcHl by the House, winding the 
debate, st ated that there hud been 42 out rages in Bengal during the last two years 
and 22 after the eiiaciiueHt of ih-i local Act. He rrciigiiised that the terrorist move- 
ment was not cjiiliiietl to Bongil alone but e.TiMt 4 }d all over tiidia, but the metboil 
suggested in the Bill for dealing with the tcrrorislH was the oiilv effective one aud 
was the result of long rxoeuthu* and judicial cxiwricncc. They had rcpoatec* reports 
from the Bengal (rovcriiiuont that there were serious app^ensious of the brotking- 
upof the jail discipline there and the Governnictu of India felt that they would be 
failing in their duty if th(\v did not come to the rescue of the Bengal Oovoriimeut 
at this critical juiiyiurc. H-; frankly admitteJ that the transfer of the detenus from 
Bengal did entail serious hard.ship<i to the ii(*ca.sui but the Governmeot had done 
their best to iniiigitc thuiio htrdsnip.'. in the pist and if the Bill was aoceptod by 
the Assembly he g.ive an uridcrlaking that those efforts would be continued. Lastly, 
Sir James Crerar :ipj>calcd to the Hotisc to faee facus and discharge their rcsppnsi- 
bilify in the same way us the Provincial (Joninnl hid done. 

The House divided and K'!c(.'pt«jd ila: tun ion of Mr. S. C. Mitra for rirculation of 
the Bill by 01 votes fo 4S lo elicit opinion by the end of March. The Assembly then 
adjourned. 


OlTHIAI. Biu.-. 

JA.VJAi?r:-.Tbc bt-ld nttiug lor halt an hour to-day when 

two Bills were referred to reelect Coniaiilt«>. one was posscit and tbc fourth iiitrodoced 
without a debate. . , . . . l . 

On the motion of ?;ir (dcxirgc Baiiiy, the House referred the Indian Merehaot 
Shipping Act Amending Bill to a .Scl»*ci Coinmiiiw. 

Sir George Schuster next moved for the consideration of the Bill to give cdfoci to 
the iDtematiooal conventions for the supprcji^non of counterfeiting of currency, but 
told the House that if they de.siicd a Select Commit tee ou il^ as be fpilt*^ed from 
the notice paper, be had no objection to it. On the motion of Da. Ziaodaiu. 
the House referred tbc Bill to a .-M-lect Committee. 

Sir Qeom Rainy nest moved for the coiiHidrralion of the lodian rosU Act 
AmmaliM Bill wUcd was passccL * a 

The House next allowed Sir Laiieeim Gr^iu to iiitn^uce a BUI fo aud 

WMod the law relating to partnersbip. Detailing the history of the Bill, he tiwl 
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a in pmiuuioe of the iMolntion of the Qovernineut of Indin on 24th Mmh 
n epe^ committee with the Law Member ai Chairman, was appcriiited to 
amend and hrioa up-to-date the law relatinc to partnendiip. The Bill iicforc the 
Honee, he aidd, fillowed the reeommeodatione of that Committee. 


Mb. Cbstty elected Dy. Pbesidest. 

-PPed. The election of the Urpnt^ Prraidciit was the onl^r bumucst; 

before the AeaemUy to-day. The dmirman announced that there were only two 
eandidatee and Mr. Amamath Datt having withdrawn Mr. Shuiimukham Chcity had 
been nnanimonaly deeted Deputy Preeident. 

26tlL JANUARY the Aaaembly met to-day alter the woek-end roccaf*. 
there waa general eatiafaeiion in the iobmea at the ataUwmaiilike announceuiont 
Iw Lo^ Irwin regarding the rdeaae of Coiigrcaa leaden, and it waa held that 
tnie made both an mljoummcnt motion and a joint all-party resolution in the Assembly 
improbable. 

OfiAXT to.Hikoc Usiyebsity. 

Replying to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh r^arding the pnyinont of granls-in-aid to 
the Benares Hindu University, Sir* Fbd-i-Hussain said that a non-reeurring grant 
of Raw I5f00,000 payable in throe instalments, vi/... Rh. !1,(X).0(X) in and 

Rs. 8,00,000 in each of the years I031-:t2. had liccn sanctioned ui 1029 for the 
Benarea Hindu University. The first instalment was tmid in September, 1029. The 
payment of the second instalment was deferred peiuiing the receipt of certain 
brannation which had boon called for regArdinu tbi Hnancial and general 
administBation of the University. 

Civil DiijOBEDUiNcK Movement. 

Replying to a iinestion of Mr. Sant Singh, Sir James Crerar said that those convicted 
in oonneetiOB with the Chii Disobedience up to the end of December, 1910, were 
b4J)49, while those undergoing imprisonment at the end of Dceember were ^,503. 
The provincial ftgnrea respoclively of those (1 ) scnteiKcd to imprisonrocat for Cm\ 
Disobedienoe offences, and (2) noiv uodergoiog imprisonment arc os follows;— Madras 
VM and S;110 ; Bombay 0732 and 3,^)3 ; Bengal 1U6:i ami 2.973 ; U.P. 7, COO 
9m 1,868 ; the Punjab 3,581 and IM%, ; Bihar and Orissa 10.899 and 4,S^; C. P. 
8^1, and 8,130 ; Aasam 1,080, and’ 891 ; N. W. F. P. 761 and 337 ; CVmrg 6 and 
4, and Delhi 1.073 and lki3. The caimalttcs among the public during i^>ril, Ma 
Jmw and July dne to firing were lOl killed and 427 wounded. The figu 
•Iter July were being collectod. 

Offk i.vi. Biu>. 


Eight offiefad BOIa were next iolrodncod. Mr. Young, Army Secretary, introducing 
a Bill amending the Osutonment Act cxpbiiucd that its object was to remove certain 
minor defect which have oomo to light since the 1924 Act had been passed. 

The Army Soeretary introducing the Territorial Force Bill pointed out that 
the present Aet did not empower the Govern meat to prescribe extra volnntary 
training for persons enrolled under the Act. 

Tim Bill amending Che Auxiliary Force Bill, which, was next introdooed, was 
InleDdcd to empower the Government to make rules for the grant of pay and 
aliowaaoee to persons who may be required to undergo military training but not 
fifKU to perform military servioe. 

^ George Rainy inti^ueed the Vixagapatam Ports Bill providing for the 
tranMer of cmtaln powers from the Madras Ooverament to the Government of 
India as the port waa a major port. 

Tte Army ISemelary introaiic^ a Bill giving effbet to ‘the treaty of IlmitalJon 
•ndjednrtfoo of Om naval armament. 

R^y Inliodiieed a BiU giving effbet to the Tarifr Boards 
kn the dev^egMsent of gold thr^ Jndnsgy and reetocing the 
•o30 
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9 per eent ad valorem from April 1, ml. 
a BUI. ^aaSe ^ Board's rseommendations 


steel. 
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intradiiMd m BUI tmmtfinr tki 

be appotaited eole tmtee el prifile pmhkmi 

Nov-OmaAL Bills 

27A. JANU^Yi-^’&fjbi DOD-offidal BUIt wen inbrodseed to-daj after sbort 
epeedbee. Mr. Kiapeft Sinn had two BiU$ inCidfrf to wroMir toe fMerl 

by iiiDfidiiiriiirmtlie’ lofMy 

ooewho eomaiito this — 


Sir Hari Bing^ Goar intiodaoed a BiU tacsyyor s itsy a mm etomi »*s toi Bar 


Sir Hari SuijA aiKoed that the ineloiion of the Kiiis*s eooaael and irffiiig thaos 
■wiontj over all tmnvmn was baaed on the asaamption that aome liidiaa baffto- 
teis wooM be granted Epaliah eUk and that failing tbto the OofemnuBt of India 
woqM take etepa to fw ta hfiah Dominion silk as waa the praetlee eten In the emalkst 
of Grown polpnlea. Four yean had p rosed since the Act was passed bat thal 
asaompdon had not been lealiaed with the resnlt that nnder the esiothiitow Bafj^ 
fuid colonial barnsten were raised to the rank of ffing's conned, thoagh asaoh 
lanior to thdr confreres in India had become entitled to rank abore thM and tha 
latter were penalised by the sole fact of their haring practised in India. The ena* 
tion of Dominion silk appeared the only course poasibia Sir Hari Singh Goar hoped 
that this wonid be a aU^ in the direction of derdopiog an independent Indian bar. 

Spehal Marriaob Act 

Sr Hroi Singh Gonr also introdu^ a Bill amending the Sneclal Marriage Act of 


perfonnances of marriages. 

Abolitiok op Capital PoNisiiifPKT 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh introdneed a Bill to abolish the jmniihment of dea t h for 
offinees nnder the Penal Code. He made it clear that the BUI was not intended to 
^het any etktnle of the fiMtiah Parliament applicable to India nor allM disoi|diae la 
His Mafroty’s foroea. He added that the plea that capital punishment aete as a 
delenent is not borne oat by the eiperienec of modern States. 

DiS80Lirno2t of Marriaobs 

Sto Hail Sngh Goar introdnoed a Bill to remore certain doubts regarding the 
^Molatkm of marriages of persons pTofesaing Uie Hindu religion. It prondes, npL 
withtoanding any law or custom to the contrary, that a Himro wife shall bn entitled 
^ declaration of the inralidity of a marriage or ita disaolution lor uy of 
loDowing reasons (a) impotency of husband, (b) his inbscUity and (e) the toel 
iw he wee eullbring from sanlous or ulcerous leprosy. 

Ifr- Geym Pramul Singh introduced a BOI to asMnd tk$ Crtsiwiaf /VrostoirelfM 
so thto in esses of orders under sec. 144 wbicdi are lestriotive of the righto of fsse 
JP^roh and asroriatioo of puUie meetinga, the ordors shall be b ased on orldinee 
Uuly rseoided and that ro ports orders shall not hare force for mote than 4S houe. 

Finally, Mr. Gaya Prasad Introdnoed Bill to omit elauee B. of fanh eeetto (1) 
M fee. 5 of the rntgripk Aet under w^icb there is a restraint put on the fraedooi 
of coasmanfcnting information. The Assembly then adjourned. 

PBOTBcnov To OALVAirrBBD Irov awd Steel 

BBto. JAirrABr ;-Tlie nmin business before the AssembW tOHley wro eon- 
of n G orar n ment lesolation Kr George Bi^y ®S™ 


y j —to n of n Govemment lesolation Sir George Bray ssofea e reeoraM ines roe 
iHiiro ii a taspoct duties Imposed by the notitteetion daM Dmte 30 M 
fiwSnaStoeri pipee^ £eto till the 31st Mereb, im, ratioaedj^ 
31to Mnsk lOBl eiSTiiol ledneed nnlese in the ssronwhlle the Goframegl vtof 

Iwws changed. 
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Mr. E Dm had tabled an amendment tbat incieaaed protection be gran- 
ted bat eabjeet to tbe aatiafimtion of tbe Aeaembly annnallv that /mnuine cfTorta 
were being made by the manafKtnrera to reduce the cost of prodaction and increase 
in their oatpat 

Sir OeoTM hainjf moving the resolution made it clear that he was not asking 
the Aseembly to agree to the proposal on any ground connected with the cost 
of Dfodueticn but merely on the ground that the fait in prices had been so serious 
thtt unless aetkm wu taken it would be difRenU for the manufacturer to maintain 
his production. Unless action was taken now the prices would become lower than 
the cost of production alone. If the amendment of Mr. Das was adopted there 
would be difficulty in the investigation of Tatars cost of prodaction and further 
there would be uncertainty in speculation which would not be in the interests of 
either traders or manufaeturers. 

Mr, Da$ moving his amendment, regretted that the volume containing evidence 
before the Tariff Bmird was not available to the members to appreciate the allegations 
of Mr. Trivedi that only a few representations were received. The company's 
heaij cost of prodnetioh was due to the absence of Indianisation and to the 
employment of Germans, Americans and Englishmen in the superior departments. 
An assnranee was given in 1^2^*1027 in the Assembly that the superior departments 
in the Tatas would bo Indianised. but that assurance had not yet b^n given 
effect to. By eztending'protection till 1034 the executive Government were taking 
enormous powers and mdged by the past experience there would be no improvement 
in the position. Mr. Das did not obfcct to protection but .why should it be for 
three years without the Assembly ascertaining the steps the company would take 
in the desired direction? If the Tntas liocamc a national concern by Indianising 
the superior staff, then it would deserve all the protection needed. 

Mr. Shammukham Chetty asked the House to accept the experts' figures given 
^ the Tariff Board and agree to give a protection of Rs. 27 per ton to the 
Tatas but the Commerce Member’s j^oposal was to impose duty on 300 tons of 
imports with a view to protect 25,000 tons of home produce or, in other words, 
he wanted one and a half croro taxation with a view to help the Tatas to the 
extent of nine and a quarter lakhs. Mr. Chetty commented : ' This, Sir, foreshadowed 
the budget position of the country and is the first of the taxation proposals. 
(Applause.) If the Government has no money to pay bounty then impoM just 
the amount of duty which will yield nine and a half lakhs a year and not im]^c 
one and a half crore extra taxation for three years." 

Sir Oecrge Rainy who had consultations with Sir George Schuster wound up the 
debate and with the consent of the House amended his own resolution so that in- 
creased import duties on galvanised and iron steel pipes and sheets be continued 
npto the 31st March, 1932, and that befort* that date the Government should make 
enquiries in order to ascertain whether the system of bounties must not be substitu- 
ted wholly or in part for increased duty. lie admitted tbat final considerations had 
greatly weighed with the Government of India in arriving at a previous decision to 
extend protection for three years but In view of the feeling expressed that the pro- 
tection which the industry needed should be given in the manner which imixMed the 
smallest possible burden on the consntner-'a consideration which would always 
weigh with the Government whatever be tbe constitution of the Government of the 
day^he agreed to amend the resolution. 

The resolution as amended by Sir (tcorgc Rainy himself was carried without a 
disseotient voice. The House then adjourncil. 

The Round Table Conference Resolution. 

JA.VC7AR y The galleries were rrowd»\l when the Assembly met to-day 
10 discuss the non-official resolutions inoUiding one on the Round Table Conference 
by seeking tbe publication of papers. Mr. A'. C, Roy moved : 

“Ihe Asaembly recommends to tbe Goverimr-Cnmcral in Council that he be -pleased 
to publish papers connected with the Kound Table Conference." 

Mr. Rov said tbat hia simple formula was a well-known parliamentary form to 
elicit a debate similar to the formula which had been practised in the Honse of 
Commons. This waa not the only reason. The very conceptiOD of the Round Table 
Conference belonged to the Assembly, and its realisation belonged to the Governor- 
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Gwc^ ud ffii ^TmamL The qnMtkm wm 6nt nited by Dmm 

BMiiMlunu M>d FMdit HoUlai Ndiru-for whOM movay tiny aO 
•" «mixwt«Bt spMh in whirh he deelued that (h^ wonM 
Am tiu Mf-mTemimt was achmed and did not want Ksponaible aovarnmcnt to 
be banded to them tied in a bundle. _ Sir Malcdm Hailey, one of Uie moet brilliant 
pftritftment^m, drew a fine diitinetion between Dominioo sUtns and reeponsible 

S vmment piat distinctly was completely wi})ed out by the Oonfemee* Tlie 
mfmnre in fact, tied responsible government in a bundle, and handed it to 
tpem. Mr. Mac Donald had made a clear doelaratiy for Dominion status. Mr. 
5?y raded : ‘‘India will acmpt no other status. When I attenM the Imperial 
Press Oonfnrence I found that the only solution for India was rosponsiblo (lofern- 
royt and the immediate grant of Dominion Status. That ronsummatiy had bM 
fairly achieved through the Vicjwov’s effort, through the gifted I^mier and through 
the choioret delegates of the British parties yd the honourable men who wyt from 
India as delegate.’ They might say that the blue book had not y^ arrived but why 
sit idle meanwhile ? To-day’s debate would find an echo in the Hyse of Oommyt 
Hfopl® deeply interested in the trysaction of the Oyfercnco 
Mr. Roy next referred to the achievemyts of the conference. Firstly, Provincial 
autonomy WM a rettled fact. There was to be a Federation with roapyslbility. 
‘I welcome the idea of a foderatiy . but if the l^eraiion fails to come into 
ex^pce, IS responsible Government at the rytre to wait till thy ?” (Obem). 
That IS y unwise decision of the ynfprencc. Why make the grant of responsible 
govenimyt yntiogyt on a federation ? 

* referred to the guarantees. He was not afraid of them, and said : 

‘When I was in London in ynnection with the Moiitford Reforms, they all talked 
5? .**^^PS*^*‘ Montford scheme bristled with them. Where arc they f We 
md not disenss about the army from the Commandcr-in-('lhief down to the tommy. 
Dme will wipe out these safeguards.’* Referring to specifto safeguards, Mr. Roy said 
that tlM Qovernor-General must have power to iuterveiie where there is a breakdown. 
India had no eternal relations, while the Viceroy roust have power in reapeei of 
paramonntcy. He was sure Lord Willingdon who bad ynsiderable ylyial experiyy 
would use the exceptional powers with justice yd fair-play and use them to the 
minimum extent. 

Mr. Roy criticised the Army scheme, and held that it involved sointiy of the 
Civil Ooveromyt from the Military. We roust establish the supremacy of the Civil 
Governmyt over the Army and create, throogb our own statute, an Army Cyueil. 
having British and Indian clement on it, %o that the defy re Minister may be hoped 
to envolve a national army.” He assur^ the Qovernmyt that no Inaian would 
dyl with the defyee question light-heartedly, yd he had full trust in the eapaeity 
of his people. As regards Finance, Indians would never disown honourable obligatton 
yd debts yd the position regarding India’s credit would not be worse than ti>*day 
when they had brilliyt British finance members. As rmrds the Reserve Bank, this 
Assembly alone must create it. He did not like Mr. Myre’s observation the other 
day that its creation was a condition precodyt to responsibility in the cytre. 

Mr. Roy emphasised that the Bank should be created for commercial, financial 
and economic considerations only (Applause). He assured the Serriecs that when 
Parliamentaiy life was favoury, the Services would receive the most honourable 
place in India. 

As regfurds the communal question, Mr. Roy said that the only man in India, 
who yuld solve it was the V’iceroy, and he hoped that after the delegates 
from England, a confercuce would be held under the Viceroy |s presidency. He held 

that the scheme enunciated by Mr. MacI>onald would revolutionise the whole system. 
“Then the Home Member will uot bring up represnive legislation without feeling atte. 
strength in the country, nor would the Industries Member have to take the 
Secretary of Btate’s sanction for a ihange in the stores purchases ruire. Whnt we 
wyt ia a yvercigo Parliamyt. Are we going to have one 1 The Parliamyt e* 
Britain hM extendedius the olive branch. Let us grasp it and build on tbosejoun- 
datioos.” (\pplauBc). 

AMENDMESTH KOI DiwrsBEo. 

After Mr. Roy’s speech, the Presidyt said that most of the sroendmeuts on t^ 
order paper were out of order and.invited the members’ views, in ord;r to decide the 
procedure. 

Sir Hart Singh Gour ai:d Mr. R. K. &baijruukbsrji Chcitv agrttd that Mi. Hoys 
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WM O 0 I 7 a tedmieil motion te ptsptn In Older to niee a seoenl debate, bat then 
wae a tan dedm on the put of non-offieiale to dteenes all the temee arieinfr 
ont of the Booad Table Oonfemee laboon. Mr. Shannnkbani thenfon lemeeted 
the Leader of the Honae to atate when the papers would be aTailable.and agree to gin 
an oflkial da 7 so that the debate mb^t be poteponed till them. 


Sir <horg$ Eiihy atated that the Gofernment ezpeeted by air mail the fint 
conebpimeot of the White Paper on the Snd. Febrnary and the second consignment 
on the Olh. Febrnary. Steps would be taken to print immediately and make the 
pmn anilable to memben. If it was the general desire of the Honee, then Um 
G orernment would endeavour thdr beat to allot a day. At the same time. Sir 
Geone Bainy asked the Houae to remember that the Utter half of Febnian was 
already idlotted f 6 r railway budget diaeuaaiona. Still the Government would do their 
beat to give an earlleet poaaible day. 

The President then asked the House to discuss only on the general terms raised 
by Mr. Roy’s motion and not on the amendments on the order paper. 


Mr, Saiiq Bouoh (Punjab) aaid that the Round Table Conference should have 
been held seven years ago when the Assembly demanded it. When Mr, Sadiq 
Haasan was proceeding, Sir Hari Singh Gour suggested that discussion bo 
adjourned in view of Sir George Rainy’s assurance to allot a Government day. 

The President : There ate only two ways open to the House now ; either to pass 
the resolution or have the diaenssion stand adjourned because a mere assurance from 
Sir Geofge Rainy was not aiongh. 

At this s^e Sir Hugh Cocke moved that the question be now put. 

The motion for closure was carried and Mr. Roy’s resolution was 'put and 
adopted without any dissentient voice. 


Demand fos cai.i.ino opf Repression 

The Assembly next discussed Mr. Sadiq ilassan’s resolution for the discontinuance 
of the policy of r ep r e s si on and adoption by the Government of a sympathetic and 
eoneiliatory policy. Mr. Haaaan gave an account of police ezeessos in various parla of 
ooaoiry, and said that though he doplorad terrorist crimes, he regarded the attack 
m women as cowardly and hold lathi charging and thereby causing deaths as brutal. 
India could not be reconciled by the way Sir R Oaik was doing in the Panjab. 
To-day, the normal laws of the country were replaced by abnormal Taws, and more 
than sixty thousand persons were in jails. Although the release of Congnwa leaders 
was a move in the rint dirceikm. that alone could not be oondneivo: to unbiassed 
consideration of the aedaimtioQ of Mr. MacDonald. General amnesty was absolotely 
coKntial. 

Mr. B. R, Piuri welcomed repression as it moulded India into a United nation, 
but warned the Government that cv^ taihi blow on a woman was a nail in their 
oomn. The pdioe during the last six months had not respected sex and age sod 
doepiv though he deplored violenoc by Indians in certain parts of the .eonntry, he 
felt that Government were leaponaiUe for all that Laws had been created in India 
to penalise the love of county-made thinga of which Engliahmen fcH proud. He 
w d eomed the change of heart aa shown in the release of Congress leaders, and 
oemaoded the releaae of other prleoners of the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

Mr. B Das praiaod the Yicoroy for the bold gesture of conciliaUoD of the Onn- 
groBS by releaaiog Mr. Gandhi and 29 other leaders, but regretted that the dvilian 
memben of the Bervice had not shown a deairo to follow that pa^ He asked why 
on the veiy day'jthe Viceroy announced the releaae of Mr. Gandhi and other toadera, 
Mr. Subaim CImndia Boae was arrnted In Calcutta in connection with the Indepen- 
dence Day, as if the Independence Din was not obaerved throughout India. Mr. R. 
Das doaoled if any of the three Indian Memben of the Viceroy’s Cnnocil would 
have called the Oongieaa **a great oiganiaaMoD” aa Lord Irwin bad done. He urged 
the leleeae of every political nriaoner. and even Hoplah prisonen for that alone 
would raatoro tianqiulily In dm country and bring dmut an atmosphere for Um 
dispaarionate conaidendaoa of Um Pnmior’s sUtement. Mr. Daa eri licw ed Um action 
of the C L D. PoUee and cnated langhter by quoting from Mr. Montagu's diary 
to ahow how & San karma Natr andMr. B. if. Baao were ahadowed, baraiiro Mr. 
Beam wired to Sir Saakainn Nair that ha had dee p atehed *iiweeteBeBte” for the din- 
ner wSSk Sir Bankaian Nak wai giving to the v wwoy at Madnm The FoUea 
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firtiBfuti to nmn bombs. Mr. Dss flnallv 
ilm to a. ipirit ot the tlmei. the oMoben of t& i 
lo idfam OD proportioosto psosiont. 

Sir .XiMM OrirQr amed that tbs icturn to sooditkms of trsmpiiliip was tbs 
gnaAsat tod moat onnt naod of the hour. The poliej of the Gofommaot moat be 
fiawod aa o whole. The oentral leatora of their poliey had been the promotion of 
^timd progreos by eonatitational meaiia on eonatitotioiial petha. In that polimr 
tMy bad perasted. and in the last lew di^ Hta MaieBly’a Gofemment and tin 
Gofemment of India bad siren eonrinciog proofi of thmr dobire take India to 
the goal of ,politieal aapiratioLa. The wora **r»reMioo’' plaeod the Ctoterament in 
an onjnst light He waa sorry that aome memboa ahoau hare attaeked the poliM 
loioe as being inhuman and aa haring oaed ezeeaaire foreo On behalf of the 
Goremment of India he wiahed to ezpreaa mtiiude and thoir aenae of appraidation 
of the aerrioe and dcrotion to duty which the police fbroe bad displayed daring the 
last year. (Apidauae). The fact that the Gorunmciit esereiaKi extraordinary powan 
waa a matter of regret, bat they had merely discharged their priaaary duty for the 
meintenance of order. He appealed to the Aasembly to co-oporaia with die Gorern* 
ment in the attempts to restore traiiqaility and not Indolge in mere negaltro 
critieisma. The debate was adjourned to ibc next non-official day. 


(CONSIDERATIOK OP Omt.lAL 

2miL FEBRUARY interpellfttions the Assembly docted ten membora for 

the committee to examioe the TariflT Board's report on salt and six roembera to 
the standing oommittce on roads. On the motion of Sir George Rainy, iha Billa 
for loatering and derdopment of the gold thread industry and the steel industry were 
referred to edect committeea. 

The Houae agreed to refer to adect oomfiiiU4>e the BUI ainsudiag tk§ law rdaftay 
to parinerthip. The committre to consist of Mr. Rangachariar. Mr. 8 . CL Ren, Sir Han 
Ringh -Oour, Mr. L. V. Hcathoot, Sir Abdur Rahim, Messrs. Harbllaa SardiL 
Rameahwar Prasad Bagla, Sbahnawaz, Jagaunath Agarwal, 8. 0. Mitn, TtUokinalh 
Bhargawa and Sir Lancelot Graham. 

Co the motion of Sir George Rainy, the House ai^tod the prDpojNd to Mfo 
iDSlrucUODS to the select comroiltoe on the mtrehanis Bhitmmg Report BUI by Febh 
9. The House thereafter passed amending BUh to the Ointonment del, the iMion 
TkrritoruU Act afki the Auxiliary Force Act. Sir Georgo Rainy moring eon* 
sideration of the Puayapatom Port BUI said the port waa nearing oompletioQ and 
it is expected that bv the end of 10:)2 ocean-going ateamm would be able to enter 
it It was not possible to continue the present arranimcnts of administratkm for 
long and the Bill was the first bm towards the transfer of powera lo the Govern- 
ment of India. Replying to Mr. lUju, Sir George liaioy announeed that alrhough 
no port trust exisM at present it was the aim of the Oownment to oonatltute 
one when the port was completed and hand oter its adroinlttratioo to it The 
House passed the Bill. 

Mr. Young next mofed that the BUI 'to give effect t> Britieh Mia ie the 
treaty for timUMom of naval armamente be taken into eonaideration. 

Mr. B. Das fdt that the Bill was unnecessary as long as the military 
expenditure in India atood at 40 per cent, of the total raraoues. Ua held that 
the Indian ddiypites to the internstional oonfereoces did not r e prae sn t India. 

6ir Hari 6mgh Goar said that their grievanoe was not against the Bill but 
■gainst the sinatories to the treaty who unlike the self-goyernuig dominlona did 
not rsDreaent ue people of India. 

Mr. Young said in the Dominions also the deiegalioo raprsaeoled the Goran* 
msot and not the people. The House p ass ed the Bill. 

On the morion of Sir Georgs Rebutter the House pe s s e d the hdiaa iacome tkm 
Act Amen d m en t Bill and then iBjourned. 


Tm CmL Maexiaob Bill 

M. FEBRUARY Asaembly met to-day te the 


ooneidenttoo of 


fle ri s raf Geur, mofiog eonriderarioo .of the Clf B Marriage Bill, raid 
between eommiiniriei wew goraned by . 
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ofttiooal status. When Indiaos mimted to other parts of the world they were handi- 
cap^ owing to the non-rapstration of marrisgea. It was the duty of every dvi- 
lisM Ctovemment to enact law for r^stratioo and non-denominational marriages. 
OivU marriage was the only good marriage in the world as it had the sanction of 
the State beoind it. Referring to Massatmans, the mover said that they could not 
marry even the followers of the scriptores like Jews and Christians under the preMt 
law ihouffh it was followed by the Quran, but such marriage would be permissible 
if the Bill was passed. Dr. Gour wanted monogamous marriages boUi among Hindus 
and Mttsaalmans. Concluding, Dr. Gour said that the Bill tended to a unin^tion of 
the Indian race without interfering with anybody’s religion. 

Baja Bahadnr Kriahmmaehariar opposing consideration of the Bill, said that he 
was content to live in the same marriage status of his forefathers and hoped his 
children after him would follow the same traditions. Proceeding, the Raja Bahadur 
said that the Bill would strike at the root of the Hindu and Bloslem society and 
would have the eftect of declaring that religion was not the basis of marriage. Hie 
law should only be altered when there was a general demand from the community 
lor a chan^, but to-day none had demanded alteration of the present law. The 
Bill, he added, would create general unrest in the country and even if it was permi- 
ssible under the rules, it should not be allowed to pass. 

Mr. Maaood opposed the Bill from a purely religious point of view and said that 
marriages between Musalmans and members of other communities which will be 
regards .a void were being legalised under the Bill. It would create difficulties 
regarding succession among the Musalmans. 

Mr. Yakiih also opposed the Bill saying that the Moslem community which would 
be affected by the Bill strongly opposed the measure, if the Bill was passed, there 
would bo a social revolution and. sensational marriages leading to divorces and un- 
happiness in society, ft was claimed by Sir Harisingn Gour that the Bill was monoga- 
mous in its policy. The Moslem religion also did not allow polygamy and only 
permitted four marriages under certain conditions. 

Mr. Jaganath Aggnncal did not think that the Bill endangered either the Hindu 
or the Moslem religion. For if that was so the Hindu religion would have been 
swept away by the identical Act of lO.M That Act had neitner opened the flood 
gates of matrimony nor had it endangered society, but had only given liberty of 
conscience to those who believed in the contractual form of marriage and legalised 
their children. Mr. Aggarwal admitted that there was much to be said for the 
Moslem opposition to the Bill, but even under the Quran, certain marriages were 
permissible which were illegal in India and the Bill, if passed, would give relief to 
those persons who wanted to contract such marri^es. The speaker applied to the 
House to pass the Bill, which would promote nationalism ana give a higher status 
to women in the country. 

Sir B, L. Milkr frankly told the House that he was opposed to the Bill. It was 
the fixed policy of the Government, he said, not to interfere with the personal law 
of any community unless there was a strong demand for a change from the com- 
munity concerned. Examining the Bill from that criterion, the Law Member said 
the Bill would affect Mussalmans. Christians, Jews and Parsoes. Christians did not 
need the measure, while it was opiK>sed by all other communities. Examioing the 
case of the Mussalmans in particular, he said that the Bill would take away most 
of their valuable rights which they enjoyed under their personal law. It would, for 
instance, affect the Moslem right of marriage, divorce, dowry, legitimacy,! guazilian- 
dhip. succession, inheritance and wakf and it was unwise to force a measure on an 
unwilling community when *hey were anxious to safeguard their interests in future 
coDStllutiOD. Sir B. L. Mitter said that the basic principle of the Bill was to intro- 
duce monogamous marriages io the country. This, be claimed, was not so, as the 
Bill did not make other marriages ille^ but only provided penalties if such were 
oontraoted. LmUj, he said that the oTaim for international status was taken away 
by th'* optional ciauae in the Bill. He added that the Bill was a zevolntionaxy 
measure which would destroy the foundations of society. They had two ancient 
oodes in India lor the Hindus and the Mussalmans and he appealed to the House 
not to play with them. 

After the Law Member’s speech the House aeoepted the motion for elosnre. 

Sir Harialn^ Gour felt soiprised at the opposition and wished to withdraw the 
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BiR, but the House mnidst cries of **Xo, No*' iusUtod on fotiou it down md loeOfdhM* 
ly recoided the Bill. 

Mixtion 144 Amendment Bili. 

Mr, Oojia Promd niored for reference of the Bill to u select committee to amand 
see. 144, Criminal Procedure (.'ode, so thst no magistrate could issue cjr |Nirls 
Olden without evidence being duly recorded, that no such order should hold good 
beyond 48 hours and an appeal should lie to the sessions court against all su^ 
orders. He quoted from Sir Surendraiisth Benerjee’s bojk A Jvahem in the 
Making about the circuiii4(aiic*s in which s conference at Barisal was entered 
ioto by a district Hupcrintcndciit of |K)lice and ordered to disperse unlese there 
was a goaraiitoe fnnn tlioHC assembled that they would not shout Amdesiatarofa. 
Mahatma (vandhi visited Muzatlarpur to enquire iuto the relations between the 
indigo planters and the ryots at (jhamparan and this section was applied against 
him. Recently in the Miulnis presidency the wesriiig of Uaiidhi caps was forbidden 
by the distriei laagistrate of (tiintur and in many places the pntUng up of 
tri-coloured Hags Had bttM) prohibited. PeacefnI processions in oonneotloo with 
picketing had also 'ikvii prohii)ittxi. Mr. C. R. Das was prevented from entering 
Afymensingh b v-ui.se it wa^ fcariHl that as a result of hit visit aiudenU taking 
examination in n .school might be lured away. It was to limit such gross abuses 
of this section that he sought the nmciidmcnt. 

Sir James C'rrrar said that the section bad liecn in the Statute Book lor 50 
years and if its ncccs>iiy was recognised 5u years ago it was recogulsed more 
recently from time to time. He asserted that there bad liocn no grave abuies of 
the section, altbouah he conceded that there might have been eaaaa in which the 
use of this scclion miglit have bcim nvoidt.'d. Ho also contested the view that the 
section was lx.Mrig ii^cd for political pur|K>ses while the policy of the (iovemment 
had been not to int<Tfcre with the Icgitiinate activities but to protect the general 
public in pursuing lawful uvoeaiioii and maintaining tranquillity. In net the 
section had bccMi oT valnuliie nH.sistaticc in cmes of apprehendra danger* Moreover, 
in times of commuiiHl feeling, this sivtion had been a valuable insurance against 
the occurrence of disorders, f^uch a valuahie weapon the (toveromeni could not part 
with. Moreover, as a result of the umeiidnicnt made in 1923, all orders under this 
section were subject to review by the High (’curt. 

Further discussion on the Hill was post|>oued. The Assembly then id)ounied. 

Demand fop Cai.u.vo off Ri:pRp.HeioN 


oth. F£BRUAIiy :--The adiouroiHj debate on Sh^^iih Sadia //orjfan'a res^ution 
urging the discontinuance of the policy ol repression atirtctca a large number of 
visitora to the galleries to-day. 

Bajet Abdallah Haroon moved a rider to the rswlution of Sheikh js diq Haaan 
which made the release of political prisoners conditional upon the Oongim dl^ 
oontiotting the Civil Diaolicdicnce movement. Usjee AbdnllM Harow swd toai tM 
resolution of Sheikh Sadiq liassan waa rather a aentimental one which left out « 
coDsideiatiou the (Joveroment point of view. Jf the CongreM had llagmtiy disponed 
the lawi of the land. Govern men l had also beaten the record py^ 

O^naoces. The rdetse of the Congress leaders was a move in tM rl^t diiueUop 
which bad elicited from the Congresa willingness to co-operate under certain Modi- 
tioos. It was now the luni of Government to .tske^w«^®«at step and rsisasi 
all political prieooers not guilty of violence. In doi^ this, lh« jutonld fM^ 
the laige number of prieooers convict^ under the Frop tier and Moplab Reipilatm^ 
It was a sad commeoury on the support that Mussalmans bad 
law waa withdrawn from Peshawar after only six months while niaitlal law hid bsf^ 
wiihdmwn from Sholapur after about (oriv days. It WM due JO t^ pgw^ 
'■citation on behalf of Sholapur while Martial Lew continued in the Fronttw DSOMas 
M O isa lm a n e had not agitated against it. ^ . 

HMse AbHuliab Hnroon concluded with a warning both to tM uongiuss m 
OovemsMot not to let go the present opportuirity for restortog pem In tM eoualiy 
ns otherwise tM sltoation would go out of their han ds. 

Ml. AaiaEiATii Dorr’s AMnrDimn 

Ml Am^maik LuU aoved nn mosndnMSil to Mr-. ^ 

«i|ini tM — * — of nil poUtienI prisoners* He sold M wlaMd to «aM It SMt 
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tlMi fkft nkmt mml be of «I1 ra^ primcn ioeiadiiic thoee being mooeeded 
Ogidiiii in Mccrnt He dedared that the polie/ of rcpraeeion wee nol eononeife to 
pceise and iaeu oced the armt of Hr. Sabash Gbaadia Boee who wae leading a 

£Snr Hoore : Had not the Hajor of Oelentta taken the oath of a H eg wn ce T 
Mr. Putt : Onr flrei allegtanoe ie to God and to the eopotry jnsi ee Mr. Arthur 
Moore'e ftret inteiiit ie to hie own eonatry and not to the conetrj in which 
hie lot ii caet. 

Mr. Dtttt declared that the Police aciione in Midnepoie diowed bow the Police 
hid ^^ted. '*yoa lepreee non-violence by violence. Whoee blood will not boil 
Oter what happened at Midnaporc f 


Sir J^-t-Hweeatn asked the Honee not to diecueo local incidente which the 
Lptidetive Omuciie were competeot to dtscuea Thcee Coonrils were ee repieeenutivc 
ae the Aaaembly or even more. The Honee wee concerned with metiers of policy 
ailbciioff the welfare of India ae a whole. 

Sir Taaii Hoaeeiii, taking a bird’e eye view of the past year, said that there bed been 
fonr mhoola of thought, namely, those for independence, those for Dominion Status, 
those lor Dominion dtetue with safeguard a and the fourth conservatives wanting little 
change. The bod;y of pontical o|>inion represented by the first three schoms of 
thought gave their moral support to the Oon}^«8 movement even though they did 
not approve of particular Congress activities. It must also be acknowledged that, 
even It our destiny was in our hands, the determination of the nest step of advanee 
rested with the British Perliamenr. Therefore, be held that political agnation was 
Instified in furtherance of the constitutional rights till the British Parliament had 
•tated what the eitent of that step was to be. Now the Premier had made a full 
statement which had received support from all schools of thought, except the Con- 
grcM, which had not expressed a definite opiniou on it. What had hcvn sctuslly 
achieved to-day was achieved by India as a whole, and not bv one political party 
in India. But the party other than the Conirress were satisfied with the success 
of their efforts and did not wish to go on with the struggle. He referred to the 
opinion expressed by the ^Tribune”, the ^'Leader*' and the ‘ Hindu** thnt the Pre- 
mier’s statement offered e valuable basis for discussion. 

A voice : What about Bengal ? 

Sir Faili Hussain : I am sorry that though Bengal ltd |)olit ie.il thought thirty 
years ago, it is not in the forefront now that the country has achieved manhood. My 
position is that all schools arc strongly for treat ing the Premier's statement as prac- 
tically closing the struggle. This House had a right to make it clear to the Indian 
public that it considers ihst the Premier’s statement has concluded the first stage of 
the war for reforms, because we find that the British Parliament means business. 
I do claim for the British Parliament that they have in their policy gone further 
than the Government of India and further than any uiiibority till now has gone. 

Continuing the Education Member said : ’’A stage has been reached. Political 
advance is determined not tor ever, but fur the time being. The matter therefore 
is sim|de.” 

Blr. Banga Aiyar : How can you discuss peace when the frovernnient is still deli- 
vering lathi blows for which the Madras Council censured the Government the other 
day f 

I5ir FaxU Hussain said : These matters should be better left to the local Councils, 
and 1 am glad that the Madras Council discussed tbeni. The matter is very simple, 
la case the Congress considers the Premier’s statement is adequate and won’t bold 
pesoeful picketing and won’t take out innocent processions, there would be no need 
lor internrence. I amure the Honse we do not like repressive measures. They dis- 
gnoe ^ Statute Book. We members of Government are not inhuman, and not 
woise than any one of you (Lsughterk 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; Who is to be judge of thdr necessity ? 

Sir Faili-Huasain : Lei the President or his Deputy be the jadge.a The other day 
whos Mr. Shanmukham Ghetty's house was picketed he was accuMd of being unch^ 
valrotts but who was to be the lodge whether it was peawfuL It pains me to say 
that to bring the woman ho od of India and children into this struggle is a nail in 
the eolEa cl the future of the Indiau nation, just as yon sty every laUii blow it a 
nail in the G o fumme a tfa eofiU. Let ua coosidflr the eiumuon dtopasskmately. Let 
un ioiset ye meidq y aatf think of UHley and u^mociow. Let us betia the new en 
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pwiw iwd by tjw Pwmi^t utrtan^t. Lh «»wt pvUVt ipiritad TuAra mte k 
P**"* *? '**•* th<T.h»w iMd tMr mwtil iwitM all •kMc tat Iwm*- 

iomrd If Ita Onntffm firnist in ituM enntlart of vimi th>7 mil ameefol oktarinK 
•M innomt prni^tm^ inviting ih^ nuihoriiim in intorwna to OHiotmnot InitmMo- 
Uon ^iCB lifs hchinn tnnm— iiitiniidatiAn mfn porAiiinyt petrt»fitl afocutioiii. 
inttmidAtion ox^'>ys i?oin|p to Bcho-^lA. th«^by po>jii«liciiiTlv nfTvtinir *h<* y*wtb of 
J®® will no «iipport whafmTer mwl 1 wike it pl»i« 

CO tbem tb«t Incna wanta pnico to atjin on futiiiY iwforma in a ir<wicl and qoiat 
atmmlwrc and thnt thov who ntand in the way of the ereatioo of that almoaiUMte 
will bear a hcuTy rraponaibility. 


^ on bohalf of the Independents, aare a^neral anppnrt to tSheik 

aadiq Haaeau a nsoiuiion hir the almndonment of represamn and for coneiliation 
and atresacd the fact thai Hajee Alxinlla Hatoon, Ihouffh in h?a ami^dment did act 
nation reposHoii. biui ret eoinlfiiined the poiiey of rnihlctii rrprt'asion. efir Abdor 
5*him reprcttefl that Sir ra2l-i-Hn:>SHiit*i» ^p^^eh left him no wiser Howeeer, Sir 
Faal-i-^Huesaiii h-ul (•iiiiilf mind Governniciit ordinanetfi, when he said that an ordi- 
nance wan a liiiMiil ihintr. Ordiiinnci'a weie not laws, beeanac they had not the 
eaaeniial attribute of law— ileliiittetie^N. Oriiinaiu*cft w*ere inerfly f^ti'cntive orders. 
What dill the Ordiiiniiecs and the nw of aoclion 144 iman f There were itlll 
twenty thousanil iiornoii!* in jail, iiifdiidiiip; the Uaderi» of the people. Oecum^ncea 
like the recent nrrt'et of Mr. Snhnsh ('hnndra Boae were lionnd to inflaae the 
people. an«l that wa*^ certainly a rfpres>!tin which conid not he jndified. 

Proceeding. Sir .Usliir Kahuu traced the pnwent aitualion Co the 
blnndeni of the Govcrnmiiil over the apfiointmefif of the purely white 
Simon Coinmi^>H>ii and a^k<d : *.\rn vtiii not troinu to prant political 
imneaty cv*n unv.* 'alien y"«i haw rcaIi**iMf the iirjrfnt nmd for a chanfc 
of policy ? 1 h it n |xilitieal ex|atlieriry that mo many thoiiaandN of people ahonid 
be in jail when yo«» have r« h iMd their ^*‘ader’< ? It will* W vitv . ifficnlt for Mahatma 
Gandhi lo hrin^ aU<>in the condition uf thinca in which the conat it ui tonal 

future of ihc country could U* pro|)(*fly dinriiHHid llnK♦l•^ all tbese men are releuaed. 
If 1 were a Cimu'rcas; lender and 1 nafl lavn releas'd, as Mr. Gandhi hae beer. 
1 would have fdt th«' i>ain«‘ thiin: which Mr. Gandhi and bin friendn who bare been 
released, now* fc<>I. while their cu-iutrkcr^i ni<‘ in jail# There i- a p^neral rompluint 
and widrapread is*|jcf that in matiy rn^in the police had tak*n the taw in their own 
bands, and ill-trcaictl |H‘Oplc. MHii(*tinn*s very nn reih'Shly ind«'c<l. 1*bia situation 
requires a chance of |>olicy.'' ('onclmline. Sir Alidtir Hahim vi-hcmrntlv pleaded for 
release of piitioiKTs in the* FroiiiitT and th. prirHuiem of the Maluhar riitcllion. 


Sir Corlr (ICnropesri Gnuip leafier 1 supported Haji Al»d»* i Harooo> 

amendmeni. Alludiu;: to lathi chart's, he caid ns one who had beet, in Bombay 
seTcral months, many ciii/.ciis, iticliidini' several ri**‘pcrlahle Indiana, had etprcaaed 
the opinion that tbe iiolier had iKn'ii too far too Iftiiieni. The conduct of the i^iee 
uf Bombay wa**. said Sir Iltiy:li t'nrke, la'y»md all praise. iChcera in ofHcisI and Euro- 
pean benches), bir flnydi asked wbv no Tn<mlier had wderred lo ihe atone- 1 brow iwp by 
crowda which was the caiiac ol lathi charge in manv raaca. Were the police, lie 
asked, to pive lathis to the crowd, and ask them to um> liotb stone and lathis a«lnat 
policemen ? Sir Much Goc ke admit tefl that there miirbt have been mtataket fn the 
past but the House must tace riio sitiiarion to-day in the liuht of the Premier’s 
announcement and remedy th;* state of afTaira in India which none was in favour 
of eontinnini-. If civil drsolH'ilicncc was withdrawn then, as a matter of eoufue, 
other thinim would follow. But if the Government were to release political prisoijm 
without an undertakini: from C'oneriw>men that civil disobedience would flop then 
they would be making themscivis the lan^binfc slock of Ihe world. 


Sir Bari Singh Oour. on behalf of the Nationalists, supported tbs oriftHial fiSO- 
lutioo d Sbt'ikh Sadiq Hasaan for a policy of conciliation, and opposed the amenouMAt 
of Haji Abdulla Haroon He asked the Govemmsnt to Uke . mrsM 
in both hands and release the political prisoners. There mlf^t ht 

•osse risk involved in that action, but it was worth lakinic In Um inlsrists 
of fsatorsiion of pence so easentisi to the country. Civil Diaobidieooi was 
uheadj dyinw down and if there wsa g;mersl amnesty now, the mtnaiion wooM «t 
turns case aM the aimospiMwe necessary lor a sympathclk and dispasriouatt eou« 
Mdenttaou of the Premier’s declaration would be created. Lei it not ht fomten 
tha bulk of the eonniry support^ the Conarcis »o®«»uot whkliiraalo Asm 
the att«Mto of the OoftnaMBi totht dewsnda of the pMpiu. 
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M nothfeg to do with the Congreee moFemeat, which wee throughoet meeat to 
M pee^r. It wee pe^ly reeconeble on the pert of the G^eei lewdeie to 
denend the leieaee of the renk end file if they were to ooneider the Pranler^i IMe- 
imtkw. Sir Heri Singh Oour eeked whether the GoFemment were goieg to h^ 
the Pimier’s Deeleietion in ebeyence without diecuesion till a general amneety wti 
granted. 


Sir G§orge Rainy pointed oot that the declared object of the Congress was euper- 
Finon of the present system of Government) and its replacement by another. Its 
ehosen method was defiance of the law and something of violent resistance. Bat 
non-Tiolenoe had been more honoured in the breach than in the observance. Distur- 
ban^ of the gravest character had c^curred, and even when violence was not in question 
BBethods had been employed involving extreme h.ardship to traders, GoFeroment 
smanU and the population generally. When such a stote of things arose, it was 
the duty of the Government, indeed of any Government, to take steps to prevent it 
in order to protect^ the citizens and their servants in pursuance of their avocationa. 
If tbia was reprMsion, then the policy of the Gorernment was repression. But that 
waa the only t^licy for any Government to adopt. But there bad been another poliev 
was to h^ India’s early attainments of her aspirations. The Viceroy in the 
Autumn of 1929 had declared Dominion Status as the logical issue of the 1917 
doelaratioD. Following that, there was the Round Table Conference and the Pre- 
mier’a annonneement. Aa to when further steps would be taken to bring Indian 
and Britiah opinions in contact on the issues arising from the Conference, that was 
a mat^ resting with His Majesty’s Government. Meanwhile the Government bad a 
twofold duty ; one of furtherance of His Majesty's Government’s policy of bringing 
Indian opinion to bear on the resuKs of the Ckihfcrence and the other of maintain- 
ing the established authority so that they might hand over the administration with 
the machinery uuiropairea to any new Government. The London Conference 

had thus cleaM the way for a settlement by disenasion. The si niggle from now 
onwards lay before those who believed that India’s aspirations could be most aatis- 
factorily and rapidly settled by arguraeat and persuasion and those who still wished 
to tread the arid path of agitation and civil disobedience. 

Proc^ing, Sir George Rainy supporting Haji Abdulla Haroon’s amendment, 
explained that the qualifying words in that were important, for the Government 
could not consider the release of those convicted for violence. The amendment fur- 
ther restricted the release of those non-violent prisoners who were convicted in 
connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement. Surely, it would never be possible 
to condone terrorist crimes and the Government could not make terms with ter- 
roriats. The .Government would approach the question of amnesty from the point of 
view that both they and the Asscmoly were at one in the matter of bringing about 
a restoration of peace, ^ so that there might be a proper atmosphere creatra for work- 
inj' out the new constitution. But, the speeches of the Congress leaders, newspaper 
articles and the resolutions of the Working Committee suggested that Government 
MtioD had been misconstrued. The question was whether those who were engaged 
in the movement were prepared to abandon the methods that they had followed and 
turn to the path of co-operation. The Government should be satisfied that those 
who had been carrying on the movement were prepared to take the path opened by 
the Bound Table Conference. Then only could the Government agree to 
grant amnesty. A Settlement which would leave the Congress to 
cany on its activities to picket liquor or cloth shops or organise non- 
payment of taxes or defy the law would be no settlement at all. The Govern- 
ment could not by any action of a condliatory nature compel those who believed 
that the goal could be attained by subversive methods and not by oo-opeimtion to 
ab^qn those methods and try other plans. The responsibility here did not 
li#with the Government, but elsewhere (Hear, hear). The spirit wss more important 
than lornittlae, and the Gkivemment of India bad already given an eamestneii of 
their spirit for dvil qniet, but peace could only be aebieveef by the partiea 
a rsoiprooal eontribution to its aehievement (Appltnae). 

Mr. Arthur Moora ssid that the Assembly waa a House of co-onentoii and 
acceptance of Haji Aodulla Haroon’t amendment would mean 
thiir dhn^tiM from ^lenoe and anpport to Govemmeni. The attitude of double 
appeal whkh tbs ainsndmsnt oontained waa much becoming of the Hom 



®*t*%L®*^* ^^bedisiyi movement Mr. Arthur Moom said 
India wottld have bsen aaeb near hm foal* and tha 
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morte powen of Viceroy would htTc become ob^lete by now. Tbe Vieeray 
gtwo two opportun^ies to tlm Gonfrreee to come to an undent ending one on Uie 
23rd December 1929 when tbe Viceroy gave an interview to Mr. Gandhi and othera. 
and the other through the peace talka of 8ir Tei Bahadur Sapra and Mr. Jayaker. 
But the attitude of the Oong^ ahowcd that th«y were incapable of gratpiiig the 
eituatioD. Even to^ay. after hia unconditional release. Mr. Gandhi was already 
directing hia energies to breach of the salt laws and if ever Mr. Gandhi was 
incaroerated again, the raponaihility for such action would lay on hit own ahoulders. 
Mr* Arthur Moore said that Mr. Gandhi to-day iirgird that no conatitutional 
advance should be made in the country unit*9a his ] 1 points were first conceded. 
Such a position was untenaNe for it was not wise to burden and fetter the 
future Government of India. Tht; abolition of the C. I. I)., for instance, ahould be 
left to the new Government. Mr. Arthur Moore, in cunelusion. said that he had a 
mandate from his constitiienoy which laid down that there should he no conatiio- 
tional advance in India until Mr. Gandhi's movement was eslled ofT. And it was a 
very reasonable demand, he said. He suggested the (tovernment making an 
announcement that there would be full provincial antonomy in two months, but 
during this time the Civil Disobedienrt* movement hbonld k' called ofl*. Mr. Arthur 
Moore supported Qaji Abdulla Uaroot. s anundment. 


Mian Shah Satrax said that both reprebsion and the ('ivil Pibobediertec move- 
ment should be called off as the former had cmbitifnd balings in the country, 
while the latter had ruined the economic fttbrie of India. If both Mr. Gandhi and 
the Oovernment were hankering for pta«‘c. a formula could i>e found by which 
repression and the civil disol>cdienee movement could he calUvl off simuluneously. 
He suggested the Viceroy calling the ('4>ngrei*s leadeiN in a eonfcrt'nee. and telling 
them that he would at once release political prisoners and withdraw the Ordinances 
if they called of the movement. The Viceroy should also make it clear, that if the 
movement was not called off, it would be resisted to the utmost ra|writy of the Govern- 
ment. Mian 8hah Nawaz aaid that none could doubt that repression did ezist in the 
conoiry. The whole object of a policy of conciliation was to wif»o away the traces 
of bttiernesa and the C»ovcrnment after the release of the ('ongri-ss leaders should go 
the whole hog by releasing all Hatyagrahis. 


The Government, Mian iShah Nawaz obscive<l. should also issne instructions to 
the provincial Governments to go slow. For, to-day. the work of I^ord Irwin’a con- 
eiliatory policy was b<dng rtiiiuKl by some of the rrovincial CfOViTnon*. Tbe apeaker 
felt that the imprisonment of Mr. Stibhas ('h.*indrti Bose and the lathi chargee in 
kladris were cases to the point. In conclusion, the speaker aaid that he was not 
in iCTeement with the amendment. He urged that his suggestion for the ('onferenee 
should be laid before the Viceroy. 

Mr, Ramkriuhna Redthj said that if there was a <*onc’liatOfy ixillcy. there would 
he no more Civil Disobt^ieiice Movement, and askisj if it was a sin to pMjeh 
boycott of foreign cloth and prohibition. It was because the Government opposed Mr. 
Gandhi’s origin^ economic policy that this tiouhic arow*. 

Maulavi Mahomed Yakub regretted the language of certain siieiHrbes ol noil* 
^eials as also of Mr. Winston Churchill and the sjatTh of Mr. Artliur Moore, nor 
did he agree with Moulavi Khafi Daudi that the murderers aboiild l>e put on a par 
with the noble hearitsd young men who were non-violtnl and had iH-eii deprived ol 
their liberty in the service of their country, lie acknowledged the eonciliaUw 
jjoguage of the Government spokesmen and assured them that Bbcikh 
Hiaean’e reeolution did not amount to condemnation of the (loveinmenl ^licy. He 
feared that the elatement made bv Mr. Gandhi and others bad not made the poeitioo 
«My for tbe Home. They too should have made some gesture and said Ih^ wm 
prepared for a truce. He wished for tome understanding that tbe actlvitiea of both 
•*<1^ would be eimultaneoosiy stoppH. He did hot support ilajt Abdulla Harooo a 
amendment and waa doubtful of toe wisdom of making a lecommeodatioo to m 
Ooveraor-Geneiml io Council. 'T know what the Vicerr»y’e feeling is, but when It 
jpmea to the Governor-General in Council you do not know what will heeome ot It. 
/Laughter). They do thinge too late.** 


I beiog apdied at this atage when Dr. Goar, who hi^ couveiuatteli<> 

yiUi Sir Georgy %uoy. moved lor poetponeuaent M the m uueh ildi 

bavba had ita eay. wanted time to refloet. Sir George Batoy igr^ and the Htmee 
9"mSbj ooucunul The Aeeembly thco adionned. 
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TftiBim royAMm Nmu 

M. FXBBVABY wm a xioom cmI owr the Aaienihlj when it met lo- 

dej. The normal age&de was not taken up and Sir Oeorie Bainj, Lander of the Hona^ 
mofcd a oondolcnee reaoliition on Pandit Ifotilal’a deatik expreaaina the aomm and 
the jnricf of the Government el India and aaaociatinir with it Hia Mafeatj’a Secretary 
of Slate. He aaid : We have met to-dajr under the lihadow of ariel that India haa 
•niRfred by the removal of Pandh Hotiuii Ndhm, who for the mat ten yearn held 
the loremoat place in the public life of the country. 

Aa it waa the geneiai ocaiie that the Houae ahould adjourn without tranaaetine 
buaineaa aa a tribute to the memory of the departed leader ho accordingly adjourned 
the Houae. 

Mebchant SmppiKo Amekdment Bill 

I/IA. FEBRUARY Houae met to-day to tranaaci official buainem. 
Sir George Rainy presented the select commit lec*B report on the Merchant 
Shipping Amendment Bill and the bill to foster the gold thread industry in India 
and give protection to the steel industry. 

Elbctios to Deuii UKfvjutsmr Court 

Sir Fatli Hussain then moved for the election of four deuted members to the 
Court of the Delhi University. After a debate the motion was agiaed. 

PuBUC Agoourts Gommittbb rbport 

Sir George Schuster moving consideration of the Public Accounts Committee 
Report said that ill-luck had been dogging in the footsteps of the discussion of 
ueae reports last year. It could not be taken up while in Simla. It was postponed 
berauM the members’ minds were busy with other subjeeis of compelling interest, 
but discosaion of the r^rt waa the most important part of the Assembly’s work 
and It would be more so in years to come. The Government’s function wss reslly 
more to listen thsn to make speecbes. 

Demako for Duty or Vegetable Ghee 

1214. FEBRUARY i^-Thc Assembly met to-day to dUousb non-official resolution^ 
Mr. Bhupai Stngh moved 

'That pending l^slation on the lines of the English Food and Drugs Act in the 
central aud provincial legislatures, customs duties be levied on the questionable 
rommodity which goes by the name of Vanaspati or vegetable ghee or vegetable 
oil.” 

The mover said that vegetable products were lacking in vitamins and were injurious 
to health. He suggested the article should be colouredT to prevent its being um as 
an adulterant 

Sir Owge Bainp said the Government never gave any undertaking to the House 
to impose a duty on vegetable ghee or introduce legislation. They hM promised to 
make enquiries. This they did and all the local GovernmenU with the esception of 
Central Provinces bso informed them that the article was not injnnous to 
health and had a dednite food value. The draaiie propoMl to levy high duties would 
lead to the Indian ghee being adulterated with more injurioos substances u the 
country could neither produce sufficient ghee nor oil to meet the demand. It was s 
matter for the local Governments to intmuoe legisisrkm to prevent adulteration of 
and if they ever desired the eeutial Oovernment to legisista on the auhieet the 
’^Government of India would not hesitate to move in the aaaUer. Government for the 

S could not aeeept the leedlution ns they did not regird it right or proper to 
n doty 00 an article whieh waa peifoeily nninjurioua to bealih and had a 
food value aa also aaaiatad the poor man to lednee hia budget 


19 m *S>- ) BURMA ASSOCN. DSCLARSO CTHLAWFUL t4S 

Hie moivtiott WM pvened lo e difiiion and enniad 58 aieeinat 38 foten Att 
the otb« fe^ntiODe on the exendi paper wm nol moted and the Aeaemh^ 
•djonmed to diaenaa an adjonniment notion. 


Dbculultion or BrniifiSE AeeociATioKa Uklawvvl 

At 2-30 F. Jf. Mr. IVm A»iip» a member from Burma moted an adionmnent 
*®**®®.. iJ***J?“ ^ Burma Qo?emmenl*t order deelariuf: unlawfnl the Qcnml 

Oounril of the Burmeae Aaaormtion under the Oiminal Law Amendmanl Aet. 

Mr. Tun Aunir morinr hia motion said that the aeneiul Ctouneil of 
Burmeae AaooeiaUons was one of the pioneer political aaaociationa in atiatanca fhr 
the decade. It had been arainat ae«^kinE Heetion to the OonneSk and him 
working from ontaide on conalituiional lines. During its worktnr, it split up Inin 
three partica. Now it haa been deeisred unlawful under the Ordinance. 

This Asaoeiation amtated in the prorince aiounat the aeparaUoit of ^rma, aa that 
would not be beneficial to the prorince. The Asaoeiation was thus similar to the 
Indian National Oongress, except that it wonid not |to to great extiemca. The 
Burma Ooremment hM justified their action in a communique, but how did thw 
reeoneile this with their prerions statement that the reb«*IUon was dne to c^oaomie 
iliatrcaa. 

He oonlinned : **Thefaet of the matter is that the Aaioristion is primarily leapon- 
sible lor the delay in the disposal of the qncslion of aeparafioti in England, bcoauae 
of certain frantie measages it sent during the Conference session, and the (kifemor 
had to eome bach without hia eherished hopes being aehiefcd. That is how the 
Ordinance has been introduced and promptly allied to this Association. Thm is 
more in this than meets the eye. If the repreasire action is not discouuienanc^ by 
this Houses 1 ahull not be surprised If all Associations and imrtiai engaged in poll- 
tieni motemant will be sileoeed by this Ordinsnee and the history of India wonki 
be repealed in Bnitna. (Kon-oflicial AppUuse). A weapon of this nainre is dange* 
rons and mors ao when left in the hands of a man who has an axe to grind." 


Mr. Anng contended that fiettneaa haa been thuist npon the pretender to the 
Barmssa throne. The Ootmment had not been able to pnwe any conneetkm be* 
iwaen iha exaentiee of the Aaeodation and the rebellion, while the aciUilioo ngnlast 
the egwation tax was legitimate and had been exp r eaae d in the Bniwia OHmeil 


Sir Jmwm Onrar wiahed the matter had been left to the beal Council to tfiaenaa. 
The loeal Oovenasant had taken aetkm in the exerdae of its own discraiioo. 


Sir EL S, dour— Were you neeer consulted? 

Sir Jmmm Ciwor.— The Local Ooremment informed os that uu action of this 
kind would, piobubly. be neoeieary. I will rend to the House fuller extruete horn 
the eommuniqne iaeued bj the Burma Ootemment oo the lubjeet Alter rsadiug 
theat extinetei which mowed how the Goverameot felt that the O. 0. B. AJi 
acriritiea were n danger to the public peeoe, Sir James Crerar aaid the action wne 
under the Criminal Law Augment Act and not oodar the Ordiaanee 
whiA waa lolely against tcnoctet aetifitieik While it wee tme that Iha cxeeutlft 
of tha Aaaochtaoo waa not diieelly cooneetad with tha rebeHion, ite prominant 
oBee-beam wm fnllj cogniaant of H. and the taadera of ihe rabellioo wura In 
aU SBM prominent mcmberi of loeal aaBoci a ttoo aBliated to the nuda Aaioeiatiou. 
Tha Bona Mcmbai’a enggeteion that the eetioo was direeted agunet tha M ra m a ni 
agriM aepaiatta of Mnaa ia entirely reoMte from the factsi The Oo f c m asm it 
of auwm hare no intentloo the acuoo they hate taken to luetriet in any way 


• w iM tilrt io Ml aonant for or ^(oiaM oepM otio n . The ootioo wm taha w 
that Ihoto wm a deSaite eoanoetioa taU b lio h o d batvon Iha tabdHea 
•a tSm Hmrim aad hatwaa the loeal aaie ciat lo n i of Iha Oaoetal OoaaaO of 
Bara ea Aaaoelaiioo aad beeaua the* mta aoabaatad with a ary urimm 
r^MOiaa ho Iha pnviaaa Them waa a oaioas mahoBriow that atlaapia had 
to nwroho MbeUiaD ia alha diarieia ^ the pnalM Th» hmm tl. 
*^.lolta tad .aa the bhaMtaoto of tha diuriata whao tho nheUioa hfoha ia hqwad 
gl w w S tto o. U tho Omawaaet hwl met tahaa proafaNat aetiee. a oltMtlao ad 
iaal iali*li daaga woold hare aaporfooad. Tha ritwatiaa ia te fiaa hibg |aa 
pa|^<gpK.Tgl aa^ that UaWl O oaraaa at are fafly ffumTS *• 
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Sir Bari Singh Ooar lopportod tlia motkm. Ha aaid if there was uj iodifi- 
dual nember or memberf of the Gaoeral OonDctl of Barmeae ANaoeiatiOD who 
were cniltj of ioterferinw with the adminiatration of law or a danfcer to peace, 
the? afionla hare been dealt with nnder the ordina^ law or detained or deported 
and there waa no juattficaiion on the gronnda mentioned bj Sir Jamea Crerar him- 
aelf lor deelarioft aa nolawfut the whole body of the Gmeral Oonneil of Barmeae 
Aeaoeiatiana. The Qovernment of India ahonld not take ahelter under the local 
Qofemmeot and treat thia aa a purely parochial qneation. So lonfc aa the 
Gofemment of India were responaiblc lor law and order in Barma which waa an 
integral part of British India, thia AasembI/ had a aacred duty to diacnaa this 
momentona issue affecting the political rights of the people of Burma and assist 
them. So long as the people of India were concerned they should send a message 
of good wishes to the people of Burma and help them in their struggle for 
libendion. 

Sir Abdwr Rahim on behalf of the independents spoke in the same strain as 
Sir Hari Singh Oour and empbastaed that bv the Burma Gofernmcnt's action a 
whole range of political organisations had been suppresaed, although there was no 
suggestion that the rebellion waa incited by the G. C. B. A. This Association 
waa a lawful, ordinary, legitimate political organisation engaged for some time 
past in opposition to the more for separation ot Burma from India, and there was 
DO valid, 1^ ground given for its suppression. 

Mr, S, F. Baum (Burma official) contended that the Association was an eatre- 
mist body and was to a large extent responsible for Burma rebellion. It was 
wrong to suggest that the Burma Oovernmeot*s action was prompted by a desire 
to suppress any agitation against the separation of Burma. Everybody, who had 
serveu for any time in Burma, knew that the majority of the people of Burma 
were solidly lor separation. 

There were cries of 'question' from the Nationalist benches when Mr* Banm 
referred to the Burma Legislative Oouncirs decision favouring separation. Bfr. B. 
C. Mitra reminded 'that was when the Nationalists had left the Gouneir. 

Bir. Baum continued, in any case the question of separation had bean aettled by 
the Bound Table Oonference. 

Dr, Gour.— Only conditionally. 

Mr, Baum.— The people of Burma are a most loveable race, but they are exceed- 
ingly inflammable people, and that makee political agitation ail the mon 
dangerous. 

Mr, C, S, Hanga Iyer, in a speech full of excitement, supported the metion. 
He asked, enppoeing one member left some explosivee under the seat of OhutoCone 
in the House of Commous, was the whole House to be condemned ? They ail knew 
how the Burma Qovernment had acted as an ugly propagandiat on the oneetioo 
of eeparaiion of Barma. 

Sir Lancelot Graham, interr^ing, aaked: Ts Mr. Range lyar reflecting upon 
the conduct of the Governor of Burma? 

Mr, Banga am not making any reflection on hia oondnet but I am 

aeeusing the syatem of Government which deputed Sir diarlec Innee on what 
appealed to be an ugly propagandist venture on the separation qneation which haa 
an ugly imperialiat motive wshind it so at to convert Burma into an outhouae of 
Britiu Impraialiaiii. 

Sir Owrge Rainy aaid that in aptte of the apeechea, it waa a long way to Burma 
and difficult to get acquaiotanee with the problem they were dieeaseiof. There 
waa DO eoverad plot to prevent the expreeeion of <minion against the aapuration. 
The British Oovemment and the Govemmeot of India could never be aceuaed of 
manoeuvring In thia natter. 

Mr, Ranga Aijpir.-Oui the hon. member deny that they lent their support 
to ceparatiou and that the Governor, Sir CSharlfs Innee, went on that mMooT 

Sir Om>rg§ Rainy.— The Governor went on leave. 

Mr, Ranga Aiycr.— Did not he tend e tdegram to the acting Governor of Burma 
eongratulatiiig him on aeparatioo? Do you nnderstaiid the impUenliooe of that 
telcgramf 
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dir George Rainy regretted Uiat there waa ao maeh aoapkioa on the iBatter and 
prcpoaterona allegations had been made. Bat auaiiidon waa a doable-edged weapon 
whieh might rmiae a doubt that the opposition here was being condooted from an 

r Mite motive. The iasue waa simple that a prima /hc»e ease had been establish- 
when the membeia of the Association were found to be promoting lebelUon. 
None had challenged that. 

The closure of the debate was at this stage applied and granted. 

Mr. Aung, replying to the debate, Said that the Burma official member had said that 
ihe separation question had been already settled. That was not sa *When the 
people found that separation was not being asked by them, but was being given 
by the Governmeor, they came to their senses’. (Laughter and applause.) He 
contended that all who had bctui found associated with robmlioa were not members 
of the Association. 

When the division took place Dr. Ziaudditi. Mr. Vamin Khan, Mian Bhah Nawas 
and Mr. Anwarul Azim remained neutral, while the last-minute vote of Mr. Anke- 
Iseria with the Government brought the voting to a tie at 42 each side. The House 
cheered the result for two minutes after which the President said he wonJd stand 
for the statics rjua and n^ected the motion. The House theu rose for the day. 

SkCTIOS 144 AHESOXtEST Biu. 

Mu FEBR/ARV:^\ comparatively thin House resumed the disetissioo on 
.Mr. Gaya Praslmd Singhs Bill to amend section 144. Criminal Proeedura Coda. 

Mr. Ankeisaria moved that the Bill be circulated for eliciting pnblie opinion 
•tl. He said that m the face of general appeals all round the country lor pievMtivt 
legislation, the Bill before the House was ill-eonoeived and ill-thought of. The 
essential eondiiion for the uppliciitioii of tcciion 144 was the neoessliy for immediate 
action imd if n magistrate failed to give adequate reasons for the proelamatioa of 
the section the High Court had revisioiiat powera Referring to the Bill, the e p ea ker 
thought it absurd to restrict the operation of the section to two days, aa mlaehlef- 
makera would keep quiet during that period and retume their miachief with redoubled 
force al the expiry of the two daya 

Pfoe^ing. the speaker said that 70 years ago when the section was iusarted in the 
Criminal Code there was no civil disobedience movement, nor picketing of liquor abopt. 
The exigencies of the hour demanded that the section be made 70 timaa more rigorowL 
The country, he said, was gelling thoronriily disgusted of the CongreMwalae aud 
the apathy of the < iovemment is tending tb^ to take ihe law in thur own hauda 
if the Bill wan passed it would mean sympathy with the forces of vlolenea and 
disorder. 

Mr. Uaxalett opposing the Bill said it would seriously affect the maiotenauee of 
law and order in the country, .'^peaking with .'tl years' administrativa experienoiL he 
admitted that* the section bad been misapplied in several eases, but so was the whole 
of the criminal law of the couutry. (Loud opposition cheers.) But why. he aehed, 
tto should tinker with section 144 alone? They mmbt just as well try to angma 
the whole criminal law of India with a view to make it 'foot proof. Mr. Uasalett 
felt the Bill was unnecessary as sufficieni safeguards existed for the guidance of 
jD^ialrates. The present time waa highly inopportune for amending the eeetiou. 
To-day, he said. L:«ere was a party in ttic country with ths openly avowed ohM of 
subverting the Satanic Government whose representativea sat on the front be n chea of 
the House. Further, they on the C^veromcot side wanted to hand ovar a well eon- 
tented and prosperous India to the iucomtng eontiitutioo and the Bill would eeriouely 
weaken the hands the security servu <*a on whose shoulders lay the duty of 
maintaiamg law and order. 

Sir Abdur Rahim, leader of the independent party, supported the moclon lor a 
•elect oommittoe. He said there was no doubt regarding the very wide and vagne 
language of eection 144. There had been uo^'ertaioty in its appbeatioo, end aa its 
application had recently aroused so much opposition, it aboutd be amended and mof 
deAoed. He assured the House that a membtf of the Ass sm bly would ^ any* 
wog to weakn the Government's authority to prevent disorders, bnt he wee l oo M ug 
forward to a time when there would be provincial aavoaomy. and they ehoold ool 
leave any weapon in the bauds ot Goveromcot whereby they might piwvent an 
exprsoeion of political opinion. Such ao eaprceiion of pobUeel opinioB would 
oucosie more neeessary then than now. while sec. 144. if it femnioed aa wide M H 
wae, osight enable a party .a power to use it against its political opponcota. While 

19 
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lili iNOtj did not approve of the enkire dekailt of khe Bill, ik approved of khe prineiple 
thal tlie mpiieaklon of the eeekion be reekrietod ekrictly to the prevention of eon- 
rnMoii M erime and breaehei of peace. 

Ibe dieeiiaeion wee not ooneloaed when the House rose. 


The RailwAj Budget 1931—32. 


i?1h, FEBRUARY :—lhD Aaaembly met to-day to hear the Railway Buditet 
•tatement of Sir George Bainy, whidi took over an honr to deliver. 

The Railway Eatimakea Bhowed that the Railwaya were working at a loaa for the 
6nl einee the railway revennea were aeparaM from the epiieral reveniiee. 
The nek reenik thia year ia expeeted to be a loaa on the oommea^ial linea of 3 crorea 
of m p eea aa against a gain liut year of 6 (oorea. 

Owing to general trade depression and the results of the Civil Disobedience move- 
ment, the total traffle receipts from oommercial lines, inclnding a crorc of rapees 
extra lor the full year of the Southern Punjab Railway purchased in January 1930, 
ate estimated at only 43>4 crorea or seven and a hall crorea lower than last year* a 
reeeipta. Both the paasrager reoeipka and goods receipts show a large decrease. The 
traSie has declined considerably in practically all commodities. 

The total working expenses are expemed to be nearly one crore leas than last 
r though half a crore more has been erraited to the JD^reciatioii Fund under 
rules to cover depreciation on increased capital at charge and another half a 
oroie is required lor the working expenses of the Southern Punjab Railway lor the 
fun year. 

Tliew items have been partly counter-balanced by a credit of 48 lakhs from 
ths- Dspieoiation Fund on account of eorrection of past erroneous adjustments. The 
leduetioa in expenditure is a result oi measures of economy introduced by the 
railways throughout the year. 

Mudi pr py^ has. however, been made during the year ki schemes for improving 
vice conditions of lower paid employees ana reviaions of pay. estimated to coat 
la than a quarter of a crore, have been introduced on the East Indian, the Great 


year t 
the 1 


k quarter of a crore, ! 

Indian PeuiuBalar and the Eurtero Bengal RaOwaya. 

The eost of lepaiia and maintenaiioe abowa a reduction of one crore owing to 
apesial cMirti maae to eoonomiae expenditure preBcrving, however, the staudain of 
maintsBaaoe ueoeaeary to aeeure aue pa ae a ge of trains and guarding against 
deteriontioa of raiiwgy piopeirty. The total coat of operatioa la similarly hall a 
eroie leaa and ia directly due to neduction in tialBe mileage. Inlereat chargea are 
erocea more, partly aa a reialt of increase in the rate of interest chaii^ on 
BaUway GhpitM. 

Bia Loss Fuoii CkistMEuaxL Luies 

The gn^Tesnb of 1990-31 is anticipated to be a loes from rommertial lince of 
998 lakha. The lose in atraicme lines of 919 lakhs brings up the total loss on all rail- 
wxvsto 912 lakhs and eootribation to gener a l revenues of 574 lakhs. 1066 ' 
irifl be lakaa from pievionaly accumulated reserve leaving a balaooe of 5)4 
The Depwe i ation Fimd balances wlH be ineressed by 4 mores to 16)4 etoies. 

A s s uming modesl improvement in ktaflk and minor atterakions of rates and 
film, ths esti M a t es of tiatte leeeipta on aceonnt of oommerdal lines in 19U-S are 
9914 eroras or nearly 6 erores higher than in the ennent year. The wotkiog 
exphisei are expeeted to be three-foorth of a erore lower in spike of an inensse of 9? 
lane nader khe Depraeiatkm Fund lor expesditore during the enrrent year.l 

The Railway Board maliw thsi nnrsmittiiig attentioo to drtails of every item of 
expeaditaro howew amaU, wiU be ne ce s miw to More this redaction and that to 
keep eqisnaitm wikhm the lunito imposed will require constant ropsrvisioa by the 
JBailway Board, Ite Agento and pdadpal ofBeers and nngrndghig mHmsration frnm 
•vero mOway ofaeial 

The iDtenek ehaigoi liss by 80 lakhs hut snrplna prodtt paid to the < 
are Hhsiy to bedofwa by 46 uha. 

The final i ^ ^ 

tmH 



Uhior6 

sliicMkkhiimlomiD 
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linee during 1031-32. Hue ie IneafficieDt to meet the oontribation of 536 Inkfae to 
the goMnl lefennet and the Railway ieiar?ea will aaain be drawn upon to the eitei 
of 415 lakha. The balanee left at tne end of t^year will thM be Ijf eiorea. The 
Depreciation Fund will, howerer, be increatied by 5U croree to 21)4 crorea. 

Programme for 1031-^ 

The capital programme for the railways in 1031-32 is still more restricted than 
in the current jear in which the total expenditure will be 23)4 crores of which 0 
eiores will be from the Depreciation Fund. The Railway Board explain that from 
the redneed sum which it was possible to place at their dinpoMl, it has been their 
first duty to provide adequately for the maintenance of the lines in condition to 
carry traffic safely and coonoroiclly and for the completion of the works already 
begun including the lines under construction. An amount of 200 lakhs allotted for 
the new construction will, they expect, enable them to open sll lines now being 
constructed for traffic expect the t^gaing Bridge in Burma, the Tangla-Belsiri Rail' 
way ill Assam and the portion beyond Sultnnpur-Zafarahad Railway. 

On open line works also the expenditure has practically teen confined to 
amounts rcouirod to carry to completion, as quickly as possible, the work already in 
progress to Keep the tract in proper condition for safe and efficient movement of 
traffic and to purchase only such rolling stock as is necessary to cope with the 
reduced traffic at present ofTering. ActnnI pnrfhascs of rolling slock bayc been 
reduced by redistribution of the csiMting stock between the various railways. 

The Railway Board have found thcnisoU’cs uimblo, in view of the high cost of 
borrowing at present, to propose the inception of any large now scheme, the com- 
pletion of which would commit the (Tovcrnincni of India to heavy expenditure 
in future years, the only exfoption bc'ing in the case of the Narbadda Bridge on the 
B. B. and C. I. Railway of which the girders require urgent renewal. 

The total expenditure in on the works in the programme will be 21 f of 

which 8U crores will lie m« t from the DeprcTintion Fund. Materials required to the 
extent of 2 crores will be found from the existing stores. The balance and actual 
money required on capital account is only 11*^ crores, 

Amexdmext or Sec, 111 

Further dibcussion was then * resumed on Mr. (iuya Frasad's Bill to amend 
section 144, Cr. 1’. C. Maiilvi Mohd. Yukub. opitosing the motion, said that after 
hearing the spix^ehcs he hail <‘otiie to the eoneliision that it would not be diaereet to 
support the iiiensure. .Section 144 was meant for taking pitmipt action in case of 
emergency and if the aiiuiulmciit iiiovc«l by Mr. (Jayii Prasad Bingh waa accepted 
by the House if would take away the vc-ry ’essciiee of that, section. Mr. Yakub said that 
they often abused iJie (tovernment for ignoring public opinion, bill the mover of the 
Rill in pressing tlu? motion was committing the same mistake. 

Mr. Cbiya Prasad, replying to the debate, 'iuid that he also mentioned cases of 
the wearing of the (Gandhi cap and the dispinyine of national flags ^ng banned 
under this .section as instaiuM i of the misiiHe of the setrtion and asked if there were 
not High Court decisions. 

Bir James Crerur, winding up the debate, exhibited a summary of eases in which 
during the last four years .serf ion 141 bud been nstd in very serious riots that look 
place in. among other places, Calciittii. l.M'ibore. and l>eUii and always with eflcct and 
that in all these eases action (akeii had Ixfii appieeinted by many iiifluctitial sections 
of public opinion, .sir .lnme> ('I'erar eoiieluding nnnonneeci on liehalf of the (tovern- 
ment t^t lie was prepared to hiipport the motion of Mr. Anklesaria (for circulation 
for eliciting opinion by Aug. In.) making it dear, however, that he did not consider 
*hat the lo<'ul (tovernmentH uonl<i find lliemsdvi‘«i in a fiosition to take a view on 
thj Bill other than that taken by the oflit*i;\l benches. Still they agreed to 
circulation as it might be to the advantage of the House to obtain opinion larger 
and more comprehensive than tin; opinion of the ordinary citira^n. If the Bil! was 
to be referred to a seKx‘1 commit tee. then the (fovernment would Lave to make 
strenuous efibrts to muiiitnin llic existing provision. 

The circulation motion of Mr. Anklesurin was carried by 51 votes to y* 
amidst cheers on both sides of the House. 

Anoi-iTiox Of Capitai. Peni-shmesi 

The next Bill of Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh for the abolition of capital punishment 
given short shrift after the speech o! the Home Member, when the motion was 
i^ted without any further speeraes and without division. 
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Sir Jtmet Crerar coosidercd the Bill drastic and reminded the House that the 
oontroTeny orer it had not yet ended. The Indian law was more elastic, as it pro- 
vided an alternative senfence to death, whereaa in England there was no such alter- 
temative sentence in the law. 

Bah tv>i .v(’iLs An Amkxdmkxt B11.1.. 

Sir H. S. Gout moved for the conaidcnition of the Bill to amend the Bar Coun- 
eila Act. He explained the statement of objecti^ and reasons, which he had appended 
to it. 

Sir Lancelot Graham moved lor the circulation of the Bill for eliciting opinion 
to August 31. He said that the Bill proposed to take away privileges from a class 
of eminent practitioners and confer thcra on a class which did not exist. Without 
ascertaining the opinion of the l<*gal piofcskion on so many clauses, it was dangerousi 
to rash through tne measure. The circuiution motion was agreed to. 

MoRK BlLf.^ ISTBODICED. 

Six non-otficial Bills were then introdii<‘ed before the Assembly adjourned. Thesj 
were a Bill of Sir Hari Singh (rour fo*' erci/iin!/ a mtr offence of marital mubehavij*" 
when the wife is below 1.*> years of age and fixing the age of consent at 18 ; a Btfl 
by Mr Gaya Prasad for the repeal of part ? of the Cnminaf Lair Amendment Act ; 
a Bill of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt for flu rept.al of the Bewfal ReynluHonx a Bill by 
Mr. Amar Nath Dutt to amend eections 7. and 14 of the Bar CountiVe Aei\ a Bill 
by Mr. Harbilas Sarda to seeurr the ehare for Unvlu indoira in their husbands' family 
property ; and, lastly, a Bill of Mr. Amarnatb Dutt /»» amend 461. Ci\ P. (\, relating 
to Babeae Corpne, 

GFFIM.M. Biu..< rAf>hj:i». 

iSth, FEBRUARY Assembly met to-dav to pass a number of minor official 
bills. Sir George Rainy moved the consideration lOt the Merchant Shippiny Amendment 
BUI and announced inc Government's a<‘ceptancc of two suggestions^ made by the 
select committee, firstly that the word indtan seamen' be replaced by indian seamen' 
throughout the act by* repealing and amending the bill and. secondly, that the health 
officer of each port snould bo appointed by thi^ (iovcrnor-Ocncral in Council. 

The House passed this Bill vithoiit any diM'U!»sion as also the Otdd Thread 
ind Hairy Ihrotection Bill, 

The House next pas^d wiiLout any disciis:-i<m the Steel Protection Did and all 
the excc-*** grants for a.ul the sniiplemcntary demands for grants. 

Discuuion on Railway Budget 

////// /7'B/ir.t/lf 1' l b*' lir^i state of the Railway Budget con»menced in the 
Assembly to-day whin a gciurn! was startl’d by Mr. C. ??. Ranga Iyer. 

\fr, Harya Jyer. inittjM'iig dci*:nc, fell that be could not congratulate 811* 
(lOigc KaiMv Ixriinsc ? w.tnttv! to figbi him for introducing comnuinalisni 

ill railway scrvic*?. He l^i^j|t>l the » tuv.-riinfiit would rather adopt the policy followed 
in all otficr civilized t the voild. Mr. Kanga Iyer Ulicved iri etticiency 

ill ail braiii’hcs of tlicsiwi < «• .oid hrjd that if (’ommiinalism was once introdiued 
therein tln n goiHi-byc l<. all » M-.-wi*' y. 

l>r siibr iwardy : Why i!v vom ? -i Imbanisation because that loo will allti t 
tbv cfHcitTti v of servifcs * 

Mr. Jhingn Jyer: If 'i’c : \*.i- to the ii.'itionalisation of 1 he service.^ 

to could haxc devi liv- ‘ ?h.i' arLuri* n* in Li> note of disHcni to the Cciitial 
^vmiuitifc'j report ' 'be : i>*.’lii.’Vi’d that apart for nfiectiiig advcrsi?ly 

efficiency ii; the Hcrvic«* ili-sm a most vicious system which would not 

only re^il on the present gcncr.itVM •>!)( .••so on their children and childreiVH children, 
lie felt those in fiowcr to-d.iy i;i the i ^■•vcrunHml of the country wanted to leave a 
deadly poison behind when tin i« of th; (.invernmenl were alioiit to be handed to 
the people of India. 1‘rocc* di..;: h»- <.iid why should the Gowrumciit favour the 
Miissalinans only. If ihey ’•.(Mtid • « ir^rodinv cotumuiialism in the services they 
**hon1d give represenution to .il; coimuiinities in India. 

Mr, AfurariUAs*. said ib..' ibrciii di*«<>}x'dienct: and boycott movements bad 
affected the railway finances i*:> ti} but iIk situation might be slightly ^retrieved if the 
mo\*ement of coal was cncoui.t;;.;.| {»y reducing the freight as snggested by Sir 
Pun^ottamdaH Thakutdas la^t Alluding to Mr. Ranga Iyer's remark^ 
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OD ccmmantlitm the ipeakor quoted Pandit Malariva’s speech in the Assembly when 
the Pandit had favoured increasing the number ot Muslims and he quoted also the 
Government’s acceptance of the principle that in no branch of Government service 
should theie be over-weightage of any one community or provincei. Sir George Rainy 
had not committed any crime by proniisini^ an enquiry into the number of Muslims 
in the railway service. Mr. Anwarul Axis concluded by emphasising that efficiency 
wM not the monopoly of any community or class or creed. 

Doctor Ziauddin subjected the budget to a detailed scrutiny and severe criticism. 
He agreed that an increase in fares and freights was not possible and might prove 
sniciaal and thought that by reducing the freight tariff there might bo aomc revenue 
because agricultural produce would then more. Proceeding, ho suggested the aboli- 
tion of the Railway Publicity Department which merely did publicity encouraging 
European and American tourist traffic which really did not bring sufficient profit and 
reduction also in the nuinbci of special officers' in the Railwsy Board of whom 
there were at present no less than 25 costing five lakhs of rupees. 

Mr. B. Dos held that the present Railway Budget had a deficit of eleven crores 
and not of five as was shown in the statements prisented to the House two days 
ago. The speaker refern'd to the efforts of the Government of India to take away 
the control of the Assembly from the H.*iilway department and said it was fortunate 
that the Round Tabic Conference hod reversed their eaiculiitions. llio Government 
of India should have created a portfolio for transport instead of tagging on the 
Railways to the. Commerce depaitrocnt. Proceeding. Mr. Das said that last year they 
urged for the appointment of a retrenchment committt'c, but they were told that the 
Railway Bo.ird itself w*a8 doing the retrenchment work. Their experience of the 
Railway Board wras quite contrary and he urged for the immediate appointment of a 
retrenchment committee which should effect economy all round, but specially from 
the top on the grade scale. Referring to the defieii in the Budget Mr. Das said that 
much had been made of the civil disobedicnoc luorcmeut in India and trade depre- 
ssion. But the real fact was that the foreign countries were either becoming inde- 
pendent of Indian raw* materials or w'ere buying elsewhere. It was idle to think 
that if the civil disobedience movement was calfra off to-day the Railway income 
would at once jump up to its former level. They should face facts that rice and jute 
were no longer required by America. The remedy lay in the reduction of the work- 
ing expenditure. If the (Cabinet Ministers in the Grent Britain could forego certain 
peieentagc of their salaries why should the Cabinet Ministers in India insist on the 
terms of their contracts. If they have love of this country at heart they should 
also follow the example of their countrymen in England.* Indianisatiou and local 
production of Railway appliances, be said, would lead to real economy. 

Mr, Ismail Ali Khan felt that loose estimates of works were often presented to 
the Mouse and when works were in actual progriws the Assembly would be forced 
10 grant more money, lie urged for a closer iK’nitiiiy of the ncc.ounti and presenta- 
1)00 of correct fstimiUi-s for works and also for bettor facilities for third class 

pSSSCDgiTS. 

Mr, Jloc.t drew a picture of an Anglo-Indian employee of railways who owing to 
the spoon-feeding policy of the (lovernment in the )ust was a most gloomy figure 
in that branch of public administration. The speaker said that any community 
wanting special trcsitmcnt to-day should l)c ready for that fate. Ho also pleaded 
for ebeaoer methods of working the Indian Railways. 

Mr. Tuh Aawj ( Burma) pointed out the ubsiMtcf of Burmans on the Burma 
Railways. Coming io fndia iic s:iid he found that MiisHalmanK were most favour- 
ably treated by the ttovcinmcnt ;iikI though he bore no grudge Io them, be pleaded 
for the employment of Burmans on the Biirni.'i Kaihrays and for justice to his coun- 
trymen. Ihc speaker criticised the cxpriiditurc of Rs. If)0 lukbs on the Irrawady 
Bridge and Faki that the bridge might be a piece of Engineering marvel, but ft 
would not give service in any proportion to the expenditure incurred on it. 

Mr. D. K. Lohiri ChoudJfvrtj icarod that signs portended to the fact that Htale 
manngement of the railways, which bad been accepted after 1.5 years of hesitation 
was lo l>c declared a failure U^eanse of the hopi'less buiigling of the system by a few 
European officers. He pleaded for a re-cxamioation of the financial agreement and 
the capital • xpenclitiire fioticy of the rutlways. 

Mr. Jaffa Affarual suggested that iit hast in the case of future cntratiU to 
the railway sli * i' c. there must be a lower scale of salary fixed as the present level 
was unparalleled in the history of the world. Now that the railway finances bad been 
separated and the railways wire working as commercial concerns or corporation, why 
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•hottld tbcj Doi cut their eoAt afieording to cloth m aoy eomnereiml firm would do 
and, thuf a lead to othtw departmeota of the Oorernment of India ? 

The railways should rmrd the third class paaseneers, who formed 88 per cent of 
the traffic, as the largest class of customer and pronde fan and other hicilities, as 
otherwise it would be found difficult to compete succesafnlly with the road motor 
aerrice which was quicker and more convenient. He suggested the reduction of long 
distance freights on agricultural products, as was done in the case of coal, and con- 
dudfld by quoting from a book of Mr. G. T. Garrett, a retired! member of the I* C. 8. 
to show that commnnalism in the services, when once introduced, tended to spread 
in all spheres. 

Sir George Rainy, winding up the debate, affirmed that no new policy was being 
inaugurated in the railway siTviees as Mr. Bangs Iyer imagined but they were 
following up wbat was the already declared policy. Week after week in this House 
there were questions put on the subject of communal representation in the services. 
Therefore, a special enquiry had been instituted in the three railways and the result 
disclosed that adequate steps had not been taken to give eflcct to the policy. 

As for the construction of waiting-sheds for third class passengers at every 
small station was concerned, this must await better finances, although be sympathisea 
with those who sufiTered, especially in summer, for want of sheds. On the question 
of reduction of rates on Burma rice, the report of the Agent of Burma Railways had 
been just received and Sir George Rainy promised to examine it. 

Alluding to the demand for a cut of a certain percentage in the aalaries. 
the Railway Member emphasised his position that if for financial reasons it became 
necessary to make a snhstantial saving by reduction in the aalanes, it was not 
possible to limit that reduction merely to gssetted officers and the upper subordinates 
but drag the line right down to those drawing Rs. 30. 

Regarding reduction in freight on agricultural produce, this was not possible at 
present. Nor could the Government reduce the number of tnemhers of the Railway 
Board from five to four as suggested by Dr. Zia-ud-din. 

At this stage the Budget discussiou concluded and the House adjourned. 


Voting on Railway Demands 

23ni. FEBRl'ARY : V*o(ing on Railway Budget demands commenced on Ibis day 
and the Apscnibly aticr a full debate* rejected by 53 against 46 votes the 
motion of Mr. B. Das to cut the Railway Board grant by 10 per cent. 

Those who were in favour of the cut pleaded that in view of the extravagance 
of the Railw.'iy Board, economy was justified and drew attention to what other eonn* 
tries W'erc doing on Niniilar lines. 

Sir G<?orge Rainy declared that the larger alMndia question of 10 per cent, cut 
all round should not lie introduced in a particular department without its proper 
examination from a broader point of view, and maintained that while it was easy to 
suggest economies it was difficult to work them. He assured the House that all 
possible ei'onoinies were already bring effected. 

Next day. the 2lth. FEBRUARY, Mr. Sitaram Raju moved a cut of Rs. 1,CX).0 lH' 
in the Railway Board budget. whi<-h was an attempt to retrieve the situation they 
had lost yesterday over Mr B. Das's cut for Rs, 1.15,000 and the arguments adduced 
were more or less the same. The real interest attached to the voting because the 
iion-ofiicial strength had increased by the arrival of some absent members, such as 
Mr. Bhanmukham (.’hotty and Mr. .fagennath Agarwal. 

nMr. Raju maintained that Mr. Hay man's figures given vt*stcrdny would need a 
careful acrutiny regarding the savings made through special omcers. 

Mr. Parsoiis. railway financial commissioner, explained that the increase in the 
uou-voted demands in the railway budget was not due to any sinister move but was 
the efTect of change in the Government of India Act. He assured th'* House that 
the eoonomifw they were launching would bring about a larger saving than even 10 
per cent. The move to Simla could not bring a saving unless the entire office 
remained in Ddhi. He assured Maulvi Muhammad Yakub that the rmnt designs 
of officials' (luarters were modest. As. regards the demand for reduction in the 
Railway Board establishment, he said the choice lay between a lesser staff and 
lesser control over the ceoeral managers of the railway. 

On diviskm being tueo, Mr. Raju's cut was carried by 51 against 44. amidst 
Opposition eheen. 
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Mr. Anwarul Aiim moved • cut of Re. 100 under the Rnilirny Board to miao 
ft dieeuaiion on Muslim representation in railway servioee. The speaker referred to 
the annonnoement by Sir Aleiander Muddiman regarding communal repreaentation 
in the aerfiees. but idt that the figures given in the Railway Board’s memorandum 
weie mere iugglery. as even wage-earners of as. 0 a day had been included in 
order to inflate the totals. He quoted Lord Ronaldahay to prove the loyalty of 
the MussaUnans to the Government and repudiated the charge of inefficiency. 

Mr. Hayman, replying on behalf of the Government, said that referring to the 
superior services, the bmt efforts of the Railway Board could not help them 
in finding qualified Muslims for the posts in that grade, alihough the qualifications 
for entrance were even lowered in order to reach the quota. In regard to the upper 
subordinate services, the Government found themselves in difficulty. Recruitment to 
this branch of the services was generally made by promotion from the Immediate 
lower grade on a merit test. Unfortunately the percentage of MuAsalmana in the 
lower grades was very unsatisfactory and itiili^ that was remedied, no satisfactory 
solution could be found without doing injustice to other commiiiiitics. It wss, 
however, possible to appoint Miissalmans to the intcrmt«diatc services, but Govcriimciii 
had not come to a final decision on that question. Mr. Hay man promised to place 
all suggestions made by the moinlMrs before 8ir (foorge Rainy and take action if 
ucuessary and possible. He counselled for laiiience in order to stv the rcsiilis of his 
labour unriug last year. 

It now being 4 o'clock further discussion on the eui was adjourned til) nevt day 
and the discussion of the adjournincat motion of Dr. Ziauddin was take.i up. 

i*K81IAWAJR ExnCVTIOX : GOVOIXMEXT CKNs| Ri:i» 

By bfi against 42 votes, the Assembly carnal the luljoiirniueiit motion of Dr. 
Ziattddin censuring the Government for the summary trial and cscciilion of Habib 
Nur who was seuienced to death for the attempted murder of C'snt Barnes, sshisUui 
commissioner, Charsaddha, as an act of revenge. Dr. Ziaiiudiii was iin.tioiia to 
prevent the repetition of such miscarriage of iusiice. 

8ir Hari 8ingh Gonr pointed out that with the growth of responsivonesM, if not respoii • 
iibility, in the executive government, it was necessary that the repressive laws should 
lie humanised and made subservient to the primary principUsi of justice. 

Bir James Urerar quoted from the judgment of the sessions judge to show that 
rm the accused’s owo admission it was n fanatical crime. The trial was not in 
cameia'. The accused was unanimously held by the assessors to have been guilty 
and was sentenced to death and executed according to law. The Horae Mcral^r 
concluded by saying that officers on the frontier carried their lives in their hands 
and there was no class of officers to whom he would more willingly pay homage than 
to the frontier officials. Let not the house lake a dcTision whirh would be intcrprvlH 
as counteoaneing murderous outrages. 

Sir Abdur Rahim, speaking with life-long judicial experience, characterised it as 
a mockery of trial wnicn bad opened bis eyes to the Ntate of aff’airi in the froiitiei*. 
The execution was unparalleled in the history of many liarharous nations. 

Mr. Achesan argued that in the Frontier Province, where since 1921 no loss than 
It Bi-itisb officials and two ladies had been murdered by persons who gloried in such 
acts, the eonditions were extraordinary and justice had to be swift with the minimum 
of pablicity. 

Bir Cowasji said he would vote for the censure motion ss a protest against the 
continuance of an Act under which such execution could take place. 

filr. Arthur Moore said wherever blood feuds existed in other parts of the world, 
the trial was summary. 

Sir Abdul Qaynm pleaded that fanatical nligious outrages on which the Art of 
1867 was based had ceased to exist and none had occurred to his knowledge during 
thirty years. Why oot administer the Frontier Province on the same lines as other 
provinces 7 

The motion had the support o^rscticsllytevery elected turmljcr and it was carried 
by so against 42 after which the House sdjoomca. 

25(k. FEBRUARY In the Assembly Unlay Mr. Anwarul Axim withdrew his 
motion urging representstiou of Muslims in the services. Bir Gorge Rainy 
guvs an ftssuranee that the Government's declared policy regaiding the minorities 
would bs carried out 

Replying to a motion for a cut for urging Indiaoisstion of the Railway Board. 
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Sir George BAiny eeid that an Indian waa being appointed to the Board in the next 
eammer. 

A motion urging the Indianiaation of the railway’s by the stoppage of European 
and Ando-lndian recruitment waa carriod by 43 votes to 40. 

Sir George Rainy declared that inequality could not be adjusted by the stoppage 
m reemitment of Europeans and Anglo-Indians but the Agents would te asked to try 
Indums for various railway, services. 

It now beiim five, the guillotine fell and all the demands of the railway budget 
intro^^ed House adjourned till the 28ih when the general budget was 

Financial Statement for 1931—32 

28th. FEBRUARY :-^k full House and crowded galleries listened with unusual 
interest to Sir George Schiintcr's budget statement iiiuicatirig bis taxation proposals 
to meet over fourtwii and a half erores of dolicii. Sir George Schiisier look about 
two hours to deliver his statement. The first hour was taken by explanation of 
the revenue position of .the current year and pros)iects for the coming year and 
the only applause during. this hour was when he roftoTed to the decision to appoint 
a Retrenchment Committee. 

The revised estimates for the current year worked up to a deficit of 1»35ti lakhs. 
As regards the coming year, he estimated that after military expenditure by 175 
lakhs and etTectiug various civil economics by 98 lukhs the deficit would be 14 
crorcs and 51 luhs which would l)C met by a new taxation of 14 crores and 82 
lakhs leaving a suxplns of 31 lakhs. 

The Finance Member said that as regards her present economic adversity. 
India was not alone and had betm through such times before. Referring to political 
conditions he said : ‘iiidiu to-day has to consider a change in political horses— just 
when she la crossing a stream of economic diflicultics which is sweeping down in 
dangerous flood upon her. If this operation of changing horacs is to be accomplisheti 
without disaatcr to India, then all who are engaged in it must work in co-operation. 

Imports Dkci.ine By 18 Pf.r Cent. 

Comparing the results of external trade for calendar year 1930 with 1929 and rediu • 
ing them to a comniou basis as regards price, the volume of exports had declined by 
4 per cent, while the volume of iiniiorts had declined by just under IS per cent, 
lliat India has beem able to maintain the volume of her exports was a sign of 
general health in her economic cx>ndition. 

Referring to retrenchment be said that when the heavy burden of new taxation 
was being imposed on the country, the members might legitimately claim some 
means of satisfying themselves as to the possibility of still further and more 
permaiieiit economies in expenditure. 8bould the Assembly so desire, tiovernmciit 
would appoint a retrenchment committee of five non-official members elected by the 
Assembly and two Government officials, one of whom would be the representative of 
Finance l>epartmenr. 

Retrenchment In Civil KxpENoiTi-Rt 

The primary task of this committee would be to investigate the possibilities of 
retrenchment in civil expenditure. He added that no subsiantial economies would 
be poiiible in military expenditure without changes in the imposition and strength 
of forces in India wmch had already received special consideration at the Round 
Table Conference. 

^ Proposed Cut in Salarie>» 


dir George Schuster, dealing with the pay and condition of the services paid 
a glowing tribute to them ana stated that administration had been carried out in 
India, on the whole, at a very low cost. As reg^s the suggestion for a cut in 
selaiiee, the matter required a uniform policy of both the Central and provincial 
QovenmenU but even if there were a 10 per cent ent in the officers’ salaries it would 
p^uoe a eaving ai IfiO lakhs only of which the Central Government would get 
w and eaeh province 14 lakhs on an average. He snnounced that there wonld be a 
oonferenee in filmU with the Provincial GovemmenU’ repreeentativee to consider the 
poaeibiUtiee of feviaing the terms of service for new irntrante but to meet the present 
ey the ineoma tas waa bring ruled and this would fall uueninely and 
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Proposeh Taxation 

^ T he taztUpD proposed is an increase of Income Tax and Super Tax, ranging 
non two to five per Miit ou all iucont s, bringing in an estimato of five crorcs. 
Ine piesmt taxable minimum of is not luwmd. CiHiunis duties arc increased 
®^.i*f*^5**^*^ prt.‘»eni customs ten per cent 

schewle, fire per cent surcharge on the tifiirii |mt cent schedule including cotton 
ptecegoo^ and ten per cent on the luxtiiy siUiHlulc. j>ut!cs on wines and spirits 
m raisra mm thirty to forty |.Hr cent and iniT will iwy sixty-six per cent more, 
sugar of all gradra will pay one rupee tour imsms per hundredweight, motor spirit 
two annas per gallon and kerosi<ni: nine pics fu r galiMji. fheiv is a tw’o annas increase 
on every ounce of silver bullion. 

The Finance Member said thul ilic r<Miuircinctits i*f ilu; iiomc Treasury next year 
would be thirty-three and one third itiiiiunis sicrling. 

^ere would be u rupee loan i>f iiftii'ii emn s and ilicre would be the conversion 
of the 15 million sterling loan in C'imu Indnic. ihc Finance Meinbu said 

th^ the change of ratio from iH to I'l j** h - c wti’dd i»-. fatal to India's financial 
welfare.^ He stressed tlie necc.-'^i'y K.‘r . '‘jK-iat. •» and said “We arc in 
a senM in the |M>sition of inHu.>c''ts of a hoai'Ss im which a change of manage- 
ment is under discussion. Wc iiinst co-opcrair thuinj^ the period of preparation, 

^ *** these prot)Os:il.s to measure tin* in* ils lairly and to imn't them, fully 

guided, above ail things, by the piirpi*^* of handin^’ over a sound businosH to uiy 
successor.” 

In the course of his spt'ocli introducing th* Builg't tin Fiiiatu'e Member said: — 

Apart from the ctlu'cls of ihi* ivonomic cri'^is. tin,- situation in India has been 
®KKfxvatcd by special factors which arc only tm) famiiiar-~internnl disturbances and 
the uncertainty catiscd by the prospects of funduuicntal constitutional changes. 

So far as the total volume of Indias c.\tciiial irmSi* i- (Mviiecriie<i the main courses 
of events has bci’ii dctcrniiiieU by world cc nio nh- coiidimms. K.v{K>rts have kept up 
B'eli in volume, and the total iinporis have nut dechin d to a degree appreciably out 
of proportion to the drop in the value of the cxin ris. On me other band, certain 
ct ss acs of imports have shown major variations from tin,* normal— notably cigaretU'S 
and cotton piei'c-goods,— but, as to the latter, it is i.ict ssary to remember that a part 
of the variation might have been cxpts’tcd as a ot the higher tmiKirt dutif*s 

imposed last year. 

Ou the other hand, although the course rd external trade may have been mainly 
governed by economic causes, internal iiadc h>i.s .-nlh rcd disastrousiy as a result of 
political disturbances. Uniims.sary lo.-^ses i i private tnidcis must have been very 
great, while enormous sums of money nnist have Ikcii Uivertixl from productive 
purposes. This kind of eliect is seen in I’rovincial bud.;ets, but there must be much 
more which does not appear in any jiublic 1101:01111 ts. 

The visible balance of trade in favour of India tiio luding private im|)ort8 of 
treasure) for the first 9 months of the current finam ial year was .'I4.4d crorcs 
(^mparing with 41.G2 crores for 3li.TG cu.ri s for 1U28, and 3!1.07 crorcs in 

1J27. The balance was therefore not sinkinglv wijt^c than the average of the last 
few years and was actually better than in 

As aguiist this, of course, the value of trade has d' ciined enormously— exports of 
m^chaudise for the W mouths being down by *G1 crorc'^, as compared with last year, 
and imports by 56 crores. 

The volume of exports declined by less than yi per cent, (to Ijc exact 4 per oeut), 
while the volume of imports dccliiie<l by just under 18 iicr cent. This greater 
dwUne in the volume of imports was natural. The country pays for its imports 
with its exports and since, as already pointed out, the price of the goods Judia 
exports fell much more than the price of goods which she normally imports, the 
same volume of the former could only buy a smaller (piautity of the latter. 

Export of raw jute, on the nine montbs to date, show a fall of nearly 12 crores^ 
a decline in value of 54 per cent, and in quantity of 2'J per cent. Cotton exports 
for the nine months sre up to last year s level, but show a decline in value of 24 
per cent. There is do doubt that Indian cotton is steadily gaining ground in the 
world’s markets. For 1230 the total exports were 727,(XA) tons as against 702,000 
in 1929. This increase is extremely satisfactory in times, like the present, of 
gwiinished consnmption throughout the world. Many manufacturers, especially in 
A^ ncash ire, are now adapting their mills so as to sulMitutc Indian for American 
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ooUoo. The licw Lanctahiro combine—ihe LancMhire Coilou Gorpomtiou— whom* 
mille a year or two af (0 took ahoni 10,000 boles a year of Indian ooUou, hope 
shortly to be takinw 4,000 bales a week and cvcDtuaHy more than double thin 
qniwtity. fiat the strength of the Indian cotton position depends on its i>ricv. 
It is bttog bought bocaoso it is cheaper than American cotton. 

I expect that we shall lose as much as 9^ crorf»i under Customs, of which cotton 
piece-goods and jute contribute 9,45 lakhs and lakhs, rcHpectiv44y. To the exUsit 
that duticM are specific, we are hit by I hi* ndiictinii in ihtt roluiiie of iiu|«oris niul 
exports. To the extent that the diiiirs are mi mhiretM, revenue nutoiu;titealiy falls 
even if the volume of imports is maintained at the former level. Under Taxes on 
Iin*omc, J cx|)cct that we shall lose erores not withstanding the fact t had the 
assessments have refereiKT to the iiieonies of the previous year. Tin* revenues of 
the Indian Posts and Teli*grapbs Depariinent have also liciai scrimisly aflW-ieil hy tin' 
prevailing cimditions and the working of the ])e|t:irtinent is exiHvleti imw to n'siilt 
III a loss of no I(*sh than l.tt(a lakhs ai^ainst 48 lakhs antici|>ale«l a yetir ago. Tin* 
deterioration on the Fiimtiee hi*adiiig is in .n largi* nmisiire due to ‘iht* ways and 
means opiTations of (loverniueiit which I shalt di'iil with lati'r. The main it«-nis 
of deterioration as compared with the hiidgi't imiy now biiellv he siiinni:iris*'ii ;is 
follows 

lm|)ortaiit rrvoiiiie hciuls, vi/... ('iisfoiiH, Taxes mi Income, Salt ami (h>iiini (neii 
12,10 lakhs. Posts and Telegraphs (itieliiding the Jndo-Knrois'nn Ti'h'graph Uepartment » 
89 lakhs. Kiiiiince heiidings, viz., Ih'lit Services, Ciirri'iiey :iml .Mint I.!IS l.iklis, Other 
lieiids f) Inkhs. Total 14,42 lakhs. 

As the liiial hudgil iMtiinutes showed a surplus of lakh-, the revisiil ir.timute 
work up to a deficit of i:i.59 crorcs. 

Ct'sTOMs ANi» Ta\i:s ox 1x1 omi: 

I calculate that we must face a fall in tax revenue, us croniiMred with the current 
budget iwtimiiti's, of no li*ss that Ti.Ki erores. In order to make clear the main fea- 
tures. 1 need only now refer s|Mvinlly to the large beads ol Customs ami Ta.xis .on 
Income. 

For Customs I estimate total r<*ceipt of I0.til erores, which is s crop's worsi* than 
the budget estimates for the current .vrar, hut l*i cr(m»s InMicr than wliat we now 
expect to realise this year. It would certainly not la* safe to count on getting more 
tbaii Ibis having regard to the low U vi'I of priew and the diiniiiisht'd purchasing 
|K)wer of India. 

For Taxiw on Income I estimate receipts of cror4!S which is 4K erores worse 
ihiil the current budget uiid 2,10 erores worse than what wc cxpivi to nnilisi' this 
year. 

These two head alone a(*couu1 for v deterioration of 12;^ erons. Apart from this, 
there will la* the iioriiial drop in opium revenue, due to our |ioiicy of nxiucing 
exports, iiud other iiiiiior di'terioraiions which iiiuke up the tigure of I'MG crurcs 
which I have given as total loss on tax rt*\eniie as eom|xirixl with the cm rent huilgx'l 
i*stimnt(H. 

Po-)!- AXt» Ti:f.d;uaimis 

1 come next to the pros^Kcts for the great comincrcial iindertakiiigs^Posts and 
i'elcgrapbs and Ilailways. As n'gards Posts and Telegraphs, hnsini'ss i.s badly ulicctrd 
by the current depression, and we must face a net deficit of 1.41 crorcs in the Indian 
p^is and Telegraphs I)c|uii4iiieuts, or. adding capital ex]M*iiditun* charged to revenue, 
on .02 crorcs. The budget estimate for the current year was bad enough, but the 
revised estimate under the head ns a whole is 80 lakhs worse than that. 

The actual lUilwny contribution is estimated at j.HG erores instead of 5.74 erores 
ill the current budget, so that here wc have a deterioration of IIS lakhs. 

Taking these figures together with those for Posts and Telegraphs, the total 
deterioration on our main commercial undertakings is I.IS lakhs. 

First there is a loss of profit to the Government from currency, partly owing to 
the decreased volume of currency in circulaUoii, which is a necessary result of the 
general full in urtoea and the decreased commercial activity, and, partly owiug to 
lower rules ot interest on the Gold Standard Keserve. The former, uuder the 
headings Currency and Mint, accounts for a iia deterioratiou of 2.27 laklis, and the 
lutUw, under the Ot*adiug iiiu*n»t rmnpts, for a dotcrioratioii of 0-1 lakhs. 
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Secondly, there m higher chugei on Inlmet on Ordinnry Debt duo to InereiBed 
mloi pi intcrost peyable on new loane and to the bonowing ne e eie a ry lor oomiiw 
the deficit in the enmnt year. Under this head, however, the net deteriontion » 
only^l lakh. 

lliirdly, there ia an increaied charge, nnder the heading InCeieit on Other Obit- 
gationa, of Ifi. This increaee la accounted for by the lar^ liability for bonua on 
caah oertificates. which la 22 lakha higher thi« year. 

Laatly, there ia the automatic Increaae, in the proviaion lor Reduction and 
Avoidance of Debt, of 78 lakha. 

To aum up— the total deterioration under the Finance headinga ia 3,76 lakha, of 
which 2,81 repreaenta the diminution of profile from currency in eirculaiion and' 05 
mereaaed net chargra for debt, of which no leaa than 78 ia due to the automatic 
increaae in the Riductioii and Avoidance of Debt proviaion. 

Comparing the lorceaat for nest year with the current budget, we loee— 

13.16 crores in Tax revenue. 

1.16 crorea on Commercial ^pnrimenta. and wc are worae off by 3.76 eforca 
on Cleneral Finance headinga. Thia means a total deMoratioa of l&IO 
crorea aa compared wkh the budget eatimato for the current year. Aa those 
estimatca provided tor a aurplna of 80 lakha, the net deficit, on the baaia of the 
current year’s figures for all the other items, would be 17.24 crorea. Thia ia the gap 
which we have to fill cither by cutting down expenditure or finding new eourees of 
revenue. To this task I mnst now turn. 

I propose to deal first with military expenditnre— and here I am glad to eay 
that we can pot forward a substantial rodueiion of no less than 1,70 lakhs, bring- 
ing the fiCTrc (exclusive of the Territorial Force grant) to 52>4 crorea. 

A farther small saving has been provided for in the Territorial Force grant, 
bringing the total miliiary saving to 1,75 lakba. 

Although the Civil expenditnre of the Government reaches apparently a large 
figure the handings of normal administrative expenditure* whidb alone offer a 
atndgbt-forward task, arc really confined to those sh^n in the aeoounta aa OMl Ad- 
ministration and Civil Works, together accounting for about 16 croveB Even in 
this redneed total, when one gets down to the actual taak« the scope for action ia 
further limited, 'iluia aljont 3 crorea out of thia toiif repreaenta expenditura on tho 
North-West FrontiiT Pioviiicc. 

As the receipt is 51 lakhs and the provision Hems is 53, that gives mo 1 lakh in 
hand to be abided to the net saving of 97. Adding the vesniling figure of 98 
lakhs to the s.iving of 1.75 lakhs on the Military budget, we have a total of 273 
lakhs to put against flic defieit of 17.24 crorcs with which I started. 

I1iis t hervforc reduces the gup to 14 51 crorcs. and Ibis is the sum for which we 
must provirle by new taxation. 

We proiiose that, if it should be the desire of this Assem^, there ohonld be 
constituted a Retrenchment Gommiltoe consisting of five non-official members to be 
elected by the Assembly nnd two ofHeials to be nominated by His Exeelleney the 
Govornor-Oeneral. one of whom would he a representative of the Finance*. Department. 

The primary task of the Rcircncliment f^ommittec will be to investigate poealbilt- 
tics of rcrrenchmcnt in the Civil f:x|ienditurc of Government as esaroined in thia 
Report. But this work must be co-ordinated with other »tept in a oomprehenaive 
plan. Retrenchment in its fullest sciihc involves as wide range of eubjeete. tome 
technical and others which now form part of the whole constitutional isine which Is 
before ns. For such suhjccis, in certain coses, other agencies mnst be employed, and 
with these the work of the special Committee of this House, if appoinud, mnel be 
co-ordinated. 

l.vruME Tax 

In a case of national emergency some sacrifice may be demanded, eome action is 
now called for, and what we propose is as foilowi:— 

First, so far as concerns a sacrifice to meet the present cmergeDcy, we ceoeider 
that thia can be most fairly put uoon all classes in the form of en ineiueie in the 
ineone-tax— a measure which will not select the parUcular elaeo of Govemmeot 
ofieiak for bearing « special burden. ... * . 

Seeondly, aa leourds meaenrei for the future, it haa been decided to hold a God- 
fennee on this eum^ in Simla, as esriy is possible aft« the DeUii im w o B , with 
TupiweBtatives of all the Pirovuidal GoveniaMDti. at which the powibill^ of nvfa- 
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twms of service for new entrants into the services will be explored. The 
neid nr discussion at tliis Ck)nfcrcnce will of necessity be governed by the constita- 
tional aspects of the question to which I have already referred. 

Xi:w Taxation 

Of the new taxation proposed this year, my view is that some at least will lie 
j^rmanently nc^cd, or at least cannot be abolished mile s snbstitiit('s arc found. 
* his general idea will be found to iiiulcrlie mv prntioeais. 

My plan for new taxation is all eoiifiticd under the iK^ads of Ciistoins and Taxes 
on Income, for these arc the only two sourees ready to onr hand for providing 
sums or the magnitude now 'rwinired. 

I will dral first with Chistoms. My projiGsals hill into two distinct classes. I 
have first singled out a number of items on which it has seemetl that the substantive 
rates can fairly ho ch.'inged. and secondly. I am proposing .n schedule of surcharges 
on other items. The head' in res]H*<*t of vhi'-h I }iro|»ri*n‘ alterations of the 
Hiibstantive tarirt’ itself, are : lifniors. sugar. -iKn- Inillion. I^l*tel-nuls. spires m d 
cinematograph films. • i he li<]iu»r ilmii s ar*- to t»e rnhaiwrd appreciably: 
the diitv on beer and the like is at t>resent midoiilifedly low rolaiive to those on 
other alcoholic beverages and will be niistxl by about 66 i^er cent above the present 
level, while those on wines and spirits (t‘Xecpt‘ diMintiircd s|)irit and spirit used in drugs 
and medicines) will be raised by Ix twecn and l(i tier cent. A.s regards “sugar” 
Ibis is a special case which 1 nnist tleal with separately. The duty on “siK’cr 
hitilion' I propo.se to inerensc from 4 to 6 annav per onnee. I must reserve for a 
of my speech iny remarks on our general policy as to onr silver holdings. 
The other items mentioned will be tranaferrfd from the general rale of duty (now 
15 per cent, ‘ad valorem*) to the “luxury** rate at !;0 per cent. 

We hiive at a stroke added to the 10 tier cent, schedule a siireh.'ipc of 2)a per 
cent sehedulo one of j per cent and to the “luxury** or dO jht cent schedule 
one of 10 jier cent. I5y far the most imtiortunt of these* snrcliarges is that of 5 per 
cent to the general or 15 per et'ut on the general revenue aelu'dnie of 15 p^r cent. \Vc 
pro|)OHc for this purpose to treat the basic duty of 15 per cent on cotton piece-goods 
on NIC same lines ns general 15 per ecm. ‘schedule and to place the surcharge 
of j |)cr coni ^ 011 ^hc^c goods also. The surcharge on the 15 per cent schedule 
IS c.xpeeted to yield 90 lakhs for cotton piece-goods and 2.0:1 lakhs for other goods. 

KritosENE And Moron ^rinii 

Coming now to the schedule of non-prolc<*tive spceijil duties here we have made 
nuuitions appropriate to the general scheme, and I need only mention specially the 
suraiiargcH that I pro|x>sc to levy uixiii kcrosciu- and motor spirit. Boln customs 
ana excise duty on kerosene arc to be raisexi bv 9 pics per gallon, while motor spirit 
18 to bear a surcharge of 2 nnii.u |kt gallon. • * ‘ 


SlTOAR 

Finally. 1 must explain mv proposals as rcgnnls sugar. The case of sugar is a 
special one. I have iiicliidixl it in the list of itera.s on which the basic rate is to be 
rnangeci. but. m a sense, our proiiosal is actually in the nature of a surcharge. 


Ta riff Boa k i»*s Be( o,m ..ii:n dations 


11^ Tanflr Boai^ e Report will. 1 understand. Ik? almost immediately available 
to uonourable Members. In the m<»aiiwhile, I must explain what arc their 
recommendations as regards sugar duties. Summarised, the Board's recommendations 

arA 


on 


(1) A basic duty of Rs. 6-1-0 per cwt 
candy, to lie imposed for 15 years. 

(2) An additional duty or Re. 
for the first 7 years. 

to be takento add 8 annas per cwt, to the duty at any time if the 
landed p^ of su^ir at Oalcutta ex-duty hills below Rs. 4 per maund. 

(4) No proteetife duty on Molasses. 


all classes of sugar, including sugar 
1 per cwt. on all classes of sugar to be imposed 
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Cbmpnrinp: th(so prof'osnls with the prrpcnl rules of chiiy, ihc iK)«lion is is 
follows 

Leaving out of consideration, tor the moment, the lower i{ra(Ics whk’h are of minor 
importance, the Government would, if they adopted the Tariff Hoard's rccommen' 
dation, who have to raise the duty on su^ar of 23 I\ S. and over from its present 
rate of Rs. 6 per cwt. to Rs, 7-4-0 i. e.. to impose an additional duty of Re, 1-4-0 
per cwt., while they would further have power to add iin additional 8 annas per cwt. 
to the duty if the landed price at Cnleutta falls ladow Rs. 4 per maund. I may say 
that at present the price is hovering just aliout this level. 

Mv own proposals for revenue purpos<‘s had Ikn'Ii \'e!y close to this, few 1 had 
net nnlly eontcmplnted an extra duty round alsint He. 1 to Re. -S-0 i>cr rwt. Whnl 
I have now inelndod is an inere:is<‘ of Re. 1-1-0 lur ewi. on all ;rrades of sutjar. 
This, as I have said, must be reirardtxl purely as a rewniir inensiiro |>cndinir eonsidera- 
linii of the Tnrifl' Hoard's iwommondnlions. Hut Hononral)le .Members will scm.' that 
ii is no! ineoiisisteiit with thosi* nromonMiilation^. 

The eonilnnetl i'ffect of all these proposals as regard- (’iistoins riulies will Iw* to 
produce an additional revenno next year of erores. We shall also obtain idxntt 
.‘K'l lakhs more from the increased import duties otj ^alvanisi'd pipes mid sheets which 
the Honse diseiissed on 2Sth .faminry last. This will raise the additional yield to 
!*.S2 fTorcs. 

Ineidentally. the new duties, whieh will operate from l>l Maoh. and the iiiercaswl 
duties on Knlvnniscd i>ipes and sheets, whieh came into foree on .‘‘.Oth IVermher. will 
add to our revenin* for the current year a sum estiinaled at Ss lakhs, thus refiueinp 
the current year's deficit to 12.6 cro res. 

Mikimpm ST.\vt>Ai:i* N(*i To Hr Lowpai n 

I mitst now di'al with Taxes on Income the other lund on ahieh I mti^i mainly 
rely for help to till in the pip. 

My proposals ns to ••ineoine-lax' are as foUews. 'Mu- laxnlde minimum inrome 
for income-tax— Re. 2,(KX)— will not he lowered. The rate of tax on the lowest ^ zone, 
up to Rs. 4000 will he raisiNl hy 4 pies. I'lie rates of hiahor trrades np to Rs. 30.000 
will be rniseil in some eases by *5 pit’s, in some eases by 0 pies, and in the hiuhi’st 
of these >;rad('s by 7 pies. .\t presiait the bitrhest late is renehed at Rs. 40,00(X 
If is now 19 pich* 1 projxised a rate of 25 pics on imoine for Rs. fO.OOO to 
Rs. 00,909, and a maximum rate of 26 pies on incomes of Re. 1 lakh ami over. The 
esiimeted yield of thise increases is 5.07 lakhs jrrosa or, deducting 53 Inkhs on 
aeeonnt of increased refunds, 1.54 lakhs net. 

In addition to this, I propose certain changes as repiirds snper-tax. At 
nil ASKcsscc’s except Hindu undivided families are allowed a deduction of Us. 50.000 
in computing the income liable to HU|XTtnx. This will 1 h; lowered to Rs. 30,000 
except for Hindu undivided families and Comiinnies. which will lx allowed, os at 
present, a deduction of Rs. 75,000 niul Rs. 50.000 respectively. 

In the new rone. Rs. 30,001 to Rs. 50.000. the super-lax rate will lie 9 picH. 
Aliove Kb. 50.000 the graduated scales will Im* increased by 2 pies throughout. Tfle 
flat i-atc for rompanies will lx one anna as at present. These changes will yiHu. 
it is estimated. 4o lakhs. Then the total estimated Taxes on income will be 
5 rrorea. 

In the Explanatory Memorandnm will be found a statement which shows exactly 
how'^lhesc protxisais will nffeei income-tax payers at various levels^ of increase. 
Hriefly. they will add a extra charge of aixmt 2 to b per cent, on nil ineonirs. The 
rates of additional tax have been so ndjiistod ns to produce, in the final result, an 
evenly graduated scale of burden increiiiing ns the income increases, and this object 
must be borne in mind in interpreting our proposals. 

The total yield from the proposed ehnngrs in Customs duties and Taxes on 
Income thus amounts to 14S erores, as against which the gap to be filled is 1451 
erorea, lo that I am left witli a small surplus of 31 lakhs. 

From this balance I wish to preserve the possibility of making certain grants lor 
beneficial purpoacs. . ... 

It ia particularly the desire of Ihc Government to support schema for toe 
encouragement of the sugar Industry, and there arc certain sebemet which may 
loqoire a proviaion of 5 to 10 lakba next year. 
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^ qoertion of die ettabliiliiMDt of a Cditnl for 

anxious to promote. This maUer is nov 
iilrSliifcS**??" rarions fate intocsts 

basis of the plan wonldbe that Ooveniinent shonld make 
export dn^, and legislate for a eomspondiDg 
levied^ a om for financing the Jnte Oommittee. The total sum con- 
for ]• estimatea at aliont 5 laU^ annually and in order 
™ Oommittee to undertake useful work from the outset, the Gorernment 
Prjpwed to make a iroportionate grant at this rate as soon as it is actually 
nw Meg— pending the passage of tne* necessary legislation for the imposition of the 

increase of 2 annas an ounce which we arc proposing is estimated to produce 
75 lakhs from the import duty and 7 Ukhs from the excise or 82 lakhs in all. 

Round TaUa Conference Debate 

After the presentation of the Budget the Assembly bed a special 
Bitting to-day to disciiss the Bound Table Conference papers. 

i** moving that the Parliamentary papers in connection with 
tne itoand lame Conference be taken into consideration, said that he had no 
making a speech. His function was that of a local magnate who starts 
a football match oy kicking the ball off. He, therefore, contented himself with mak- 
ing a simple motion. 


P%WM Bahadur Rangaehariar^ speaking on behalf of the Nationalist party, 
reviewed the ftolilical history of India up to the London Conference and appealed to 
an parties, including the European group and the Treasury benches, to realise that 
sincenty and spi^ should bo the watchwords and that they must build the future 
constitution on the foundations of the decisions of the London Conference, so Chat 
India might be a part of the British Empire. 

that, notwithstanding the gloomy forebodings of the 
year 1(K», the conference had produced, if not entirely satisfactory results, at least a 
m^dation which could not but be considered satisfactory. In fact the year 19k) had 
been an eye^pener to him and ho hoped that it was the same to the Oovern- 
ment also. lie traced the growth of the national movement from a body pasaiiig 
l^alty rcaolntions mid prayerful petitiona iulo an active force, as a reault of which 
the snnto-MorhT Reforms gave place to the Montagu-Chermsfoid constitution, with 
dyarchy in tbe provinces and irreaponsible government at the centre. The reault of 
It was that the nrnmbcrs of the legislature did not vote out of a sense of rosponsibiii- 
»7 as to the rwults of their voting upon fate of the country. He alluded to his own 
resolution for Dominion Status constitution moved in 1921 when Pandit Motilal Nehru 
moved an mnciKuncnr. asking for a Bound Table Conference. The amended motion 
was earned. TIml was in spite of the opposition from the Civil Service. He referred 
mcidcfi^ly to the dislioctioa sought to be made .by Sir Malcolm Hailey between 
responsible government and Dominion Status. 

f^^Obee^ng, he ssid that if s Bound Table Conference had been conceded 
immediatelv there would not have been much of an agitation in the country. On 
tbe otto hand, the purely white Bkaou Commission was apiminted. driving even the 
Libenls and tbe Moderates into the camp opposed to tbe Commission. Fortunately, 
the noble Kristian who presided over Indiana destinies (Lord Irwin) announced in 
OeCpber, 1920, that India’s goal was Dominion Ststiu and that there would be a 
ronferanee to discuss the problem. But the Vice^ whittled down this announcement 
Ihreo months later he said that the beginuiug of a journey was quite s dilforent 
wfog from its end. There were fears expressed that the hydra-headea representation 
of India at the London Conference might bo such as to socentuste differences at ^ 
oonfeienee itself. But thanks to the noblemiiided statesmaDiliip and patriotic 
endeavours of the delegates (he was willing to own them as delegates tboui^ they 
were not sleeted) in the free stmosphere of London and the freedom-loving oompany 
oi tSM pe^ of Engl^, t|m delmtes spoke with one voiee-tbe princes and 
ehieiii and peoples of India— all regarding themselves as Indians first and Mat Tbero 
wen praetioal oonelnskmn before the country whereupon t^ ocmld build tbe 
strueture of the future eonstitutkm. 

If a eonforenoe had been held in 19U or immediately therasller all the pobtieai 
tronbim wUeh wcie wit n essed since thro would hnys ben avoided. The mSSn 
to-day was thol theie was dvil diaobadienca siUl, on the one akle^ and irynaaioir on 
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tlw oHmt inch a i«|msk>ii that the ? oioet of the Mbdentee and the Libenle were 
itilled. He aehed the Baiopeen oominereiaUeti and the Qoferoment to leem the 
leeeona of the peet and be prepared to adopt the Secretary of State’e watchwarda— 
Sincerity and Speed— and proceed with the task of httilding op the future 
oonetitntion with a aiofde deaire to promote the happineea of the milliona of India. 

Hr. Banaachariar warned the Qoverameot that armoured eara, bomba and lalAi 
chargee would not pro?e of any atail. No Moderate ooukl have any lympathy 
lor the Qovernment when people were beaten and dragiced like dead doga along the 
atreeta. They muat now rivet tneir attention on evolving a acheme which would contain 
elementa that would help the coiiatitutioual growth of India and not retard it in any 
manner. Ooucluding, Mr. Rangachariar asked the Aaaembly to give their general approviu 
of the Conference’s decisions and proc<«d in eourac of time to act up a committee 
to ait with the future conference in a spirit of comradeship. 

Sir Abdur Rahim joined Mr. Raiigscbariar in paying a tribute to the work of 
the delegates. The impression created by them on the British public was valuable. 
T would like to leave the paat alone. The most remarkable thing is that the British 
Government’s policy now is that the responsibility for the Governiucnt of IndUa 
will be transferred from Whitehall and VVcstiniiisicr to Delhi and that all the three 
British parties will implement the declaration of the Prime Minister. I frankly admit 
that reservations and safeguards arc necessary for the transit ioiinl jicriod but this 
is not to be interpretra in the terms of tin* preamble of the Govern mciit 
of India Aet. We acknowledge the public debt, but arc ibicriniiied to Itavo a 
form of govenimcnt in no way inferior in status to that of the other Ilominious. 
There mnst be safeguards at present as r 4 *giirds the army and foreign relutiont, but 
let me assure my I&ropeaii friends that we Indisns, ns shown by history*, are not 
oarrow-nuoded toivards foriigiiers. (Appliinse ) llie ^ Moghul ^ kings voluntarily gave 
trading rights to foreigners. We do not want to interfere in any way with their 
freedom to carry on trade. Subject to Judin gi'Miiig every oi»poftiiiiily to develop 
industries in this country there would be no ol)jectioii on the part of any Jjidiaii to 
maintaio commercial and trade relatious with Great Britain. 

’ I rc^gret the oncstion of minorities js not coinplehsly seUltnl, but n great deal 
has been done and I, as the leader of a iion-ooramunHl party, assure that that quea- 
tion will be finally and conctusively deah with. Sir Abdur specialiy plcndiHl the case 
of the North-West Frontier Pnovince, and said that while India did not wish to turn 
Burma away from the Union, it was for Burma to decide. 

He hoped that the Congress, which was the most influential political party, 
would join the second stage of the Round Table Conference. lie api>reciated greatly 
the hospitality shown to the Indian delegates in London and hoped that when the 
British depniation came to India, India would extend to them siiuiiar hospitality. 

Mr. Shanmukftam Chetty said that the work of tlie conference intist be assessed 
in the light of the financial aafegnards and equality of trading rights. The saftv 
guards proposed were (1) the Governor-Gcnerars over-ridiiig ixiwers ; («) that a 
Reserve Bank must be provided somehow in the constitution ; and t.'t) that the pre- 
vious sanction of the Govertior-General should be made necessary for the introonc- 
Uon of any measure for amending the Indian Paper Currency Act. Mr. Hhaiimu- 
kham Ch^ty said ‘If these overriding powers arc to be exercised only till the 
Reserve Bank is established 1 have no objection, Ijceausc till the Bank is establithcd 
we have no machinery to carry out any financial reforms, hut if these jrowers arc to 
he there even after the Bank is established, then take awsy from our Parliament its 
sovereigo rights and a constitution that provides such safeguards will not be worth 
looking at. Mr. Chetty quoted in this connection from a statement of Lord Reading which 
iudicaM that the safeguards were intended to apply till the bank was established, 
hut later Lord Beading bad added an explanatory foot note which indicated that 
Ihe aafegnards were intended to operate even after the oank was estahlishod, so that 
even if the future Indian Parliament thought that the exchange radio should bu 
changed it could not do so without the previous sanction of the Governor-General. 

Mr. Chetty mentioned another signal of danger in the Government of India des- 
patch* which put Icmard the monstrous proposition that the Reserve; &Dk of India 
juionld work on the lines approved by the Bank of Kngland and he indicate to by 
It. ‘Even the bank of a vanquished country will not accept such a condition. Co- 
eperation we agree to, and also that the bank should be free from political iLllucn- 
ccs cither from the Indian or the Briaiib side.’ (Applause.) 
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Mr. Chetty also oontetted the rieir teken by « leeding Indian detegate in London 
that the Colonial Acta provided for the veto iu favour the Britiah Treasury. **la 
It contended that the Finance Minister of Australia, if he wishes to raise a loan in 
New York, will have to take the permission of the British Chancellor of the 
Kacl^uer ? Certainly not.' 

Bir Cowttsji Jehan^ir dissented from Mr. Chetty’a view. 

Mr. Chetty iDaiiitained his point, and. contiiiuiiig, referred to the demand for 
equality of trodiiiK rights. *If that means that Europeatis are to get an assurance 
that their property and existing rights will not be confiscated, that assurance wc 
give s'hole-hearUKily. But if that proviso is tiieiiut that every Tom. Dick and Harry 
can come to India and do what he likes in India, we will not concede that right. 
(Applause). This principle has been accepted by suecissiv,. Imperial Conferences. 
One of the Dominions has even gone to the cxtcait of confiscating the propi‘rty of 
its Indian subjects. We will not do anything of that short, but we will not be u 
party to mortgaging the ci*oiioiiiic and fisc'ul interests of India. (.Applause). 

Kevertiiig to the control over the loan operations of India. Mr. Chetty asked when 
the finance Member to-day did not have such a control, why sbotila the future 
Finance Member face it ? thir Finance Member has raised loans last year which wo 
consider ruinous to t-he credit of India, and yet has not the Finance Member claimed 
t^ fullest discretion to aot in the interest of India ? 

Mr, B. Dai wanted to have a complete picture of the scheme and olijectcd to 
mutual complements being paid in a hurry. First of all. he coinpbiiiied that the 
Government were responsible for (Jongressmeii not participating in the Conference. 
Ho refiisitd to be a party to the establishment of a Rt^scTve Bank being made a 
oooditioii of the grant of financial powers. As for the princra, he could not under- 
stand th(!se pratsca being showered without knowing when the priniTS would be meiv 
ornaments or active members in the Federal Parliament and w'betber the Indian 
States would be represented on a popuiation Imaia and, further, whether anything 
would be done for the subjects of indmii States before the princes joined the Federa- 
tion. Without theoc he feared the Indian princes could not be qualified for ejection 
to the Federal Legislature, and at any rate he objected to British India allowing 
itself to drift into stagnation and deterioration by association with the autocratic 
priiiees. Mr. Das pleaded for the scpunitioii of Orissa, and, concluding, paid a tribute 
to the Viceroy, but he pointed out that nnlm Congressmen were induced to join 
the second conferciiee there would be no peiicc eiiher in India or Britain. 

After a few more speeches the .Assembly adjourned tillt he jtb. to bold thegencrul 
diiciitaioo of the Budf^. 


General Diticiisiion of Budget 

6th, MARCH The General Budget Udiuie was initialod by Haji Wajiuddin 
who opposed taxation on silver, kcrosine, betel and spices and welcomed that on 
laxurm. He was against higher taxation on incomes up to Ks o.tXX) and waiitiHi a 
Retrenchment Committee to i^onsist of elected members only. 

Mr. Yamin Khan said that the Finance Member had laid his cards on the 
table and ahould receive their support He pleaded for the coiisiitutiou of Honorary 
Militia to bring down the expenses of the Government. 

Mr. Dnmaeia declared bis opposition to the whole budget. The present situation 
was due to the Ooverument’s extravagance and the 18 d. r.*itio. The Finance Member 
deMTved their sympathy. 

n Bir Hugh Oocke critidsod Mj. Dumasia s line of argument. He said that one 
member hM asked the Finance Member to cut the coat according to cloth but if the 
cl^ was not long enough to go round, would he leave some part naked ? 

Referring to the liquor and other taxes proposed, Bir Hugh Cocke said that he 
did not d^ore them provided they were sound from the point of view of producing 
revenue. He hdd that the Retrenchment Committee to be really useful must get 
down to the inner working of Government Departments. Thus a small expert com- 
mittee was really what was required. He was glad that the civil admin ration 
expenditure which had risen so substantially was now reduced and hoped further 
reauetion would continue. He particularly felt that increase of income-tax on 
inoomea of say ftve, ten and fifteen thousand by eighty centum would hard hit men 
with family and reminded the Finance Member that in England such persons received 
relief according to family members. He was sorry to find that no action has been 
tato this year on the demand of the commercial comuiunity that profit and loss of 
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a number of years should be calculated for the basis of income-tax. He approf^ 
of the proposal to reduce salaries for new incninbcnts in the Services. Finally, no 
complemented tbc FiiiaTioe Mcmlier on the fair budK;ct and hoped that the settlement, 
which they were ^lad hnd Uhmi reached, and whirh would be published to-day would 
brina about more ueaccfiil political cfuiditions in the country and produce better 
results for the buiiRei than cvcfi the Fitiaiict? Member anticipated. 

Jih, MARCH :>-]lcsumin<: the disimsisioii on this day Mr. HarMas Sarda 
romplaintxi of educational and otIuT hack ward ness of Ajmer- Mowara and regretted 
that while Delhi and the Front itT wore inakiiig progress his constituency was kept 
ill a backward condttioii. 11^ rcirrettisl that there Was no legistative council for 
Ajiiier-Merwara and askcii lor a larger ireaiment in the matter of representation to 
the CiHitral Logislaiurc and uihMjitate (iviitinent of (Hlucatioiial needs. 

Mr. fi. I). Dahtl sp.>ki* largely of the d>‘plural}lc condition of the rural masses 
and rcferrcil to K-'d (>oss work'iiiiiong the villagers and paid a tribute to the 
Viceroy and Sir (h*orgc Sdiustt^. 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rnmjuvhnriar, Loader of tlie Opposition, said that the iiiberent 
deftvts in the system of public liiiuiiee were responsible for tlia increased exponditure. 
The Finance McnilH'is of ifie past usttl to levy no more than one-sixth of a, 
f*ariunga and what was tukeii was retiinuHl in the shape of benefttt* These principle 
were not 19 be foiiinl. I siigg steii the piihlieatioii of year liooks and quarterly bows 
giving st.atisiies goventing the life of thn |KH)ple. ns in many other countries. Ho 
deplored the heavy taxation when industry was yet in infancy. In aome casea Uio 
(lovernmeiit wen* 1 axing a man In the extent of seven niiiias in the nipec. Bpeaking 
for himself, h** euMM-d in Madias uiitl remitted to Taiijoi'c for payment of revenue. 
He eoii^hiined that, by the heavy taxaiioii of ail sources, nothing was left for tho 
future Finance MimhImts whose lot will Is* iitnsivinblc. 

He warned Sir (<eorg«^ Seliiisier to regard liiiiiself ns a servant of the people and 
not of the (lovenimeiit of India and apply himself to the problem of placing 
India’s finances on healthy basK 

•'^ir Mn tiff if said that thc^ Budget was bad because it bad failed to 

Hiiiisfy the li*si tbai iaxaiioii should enuse the least barm to the people. But 
present budget hud taxed the savings of the people and starved inchiatnee and trade. 
He took the Go\ eminent to tusk tor not appointing 11 Retrenchment Committee 
earlier, when they knew perfirtly well the sliiiu of Government tiuaneciv On the 
understanding uVrived ni in IUlN/J*! tho Govern immt should have icdtioed 'the 
military ex|ieiiditiire below the ligurc iiieiitiomal in the Budget, lie attributed the 
eause to the fact that the Goverunicnt of India had no control over the military 
budget He asked what the use was of s|wMiding one and half exores whan the 
people were starving. Why ahould not the Air Focco expendiim be reduoed Y 
Uofess the pruning knife waa applied to these itema it would be dUHcult for the 
Assembly to agriTc to some of the Finance Member’s demanda for grants. 

Rev. CkaUeriet said that scarcity of funds should not be allowed to mfleei the 
uaiion-buUdiiig department. He pleaded tor a corioratioa farm of local self-Qovcrii- 
incnt lor Delhi, old and new, and suggested the creation of a Delhi Province. 

Mr. R. F. Jadhav streseod the need for further retrenehmeDt in army ex- 
penditure. He referred to Australia where a rnsolutiun was passed asking the FAeral 
and State Govern menu to reduce the cost of !id ministration. He appealed to ihe 
Ooveroinent to voluntarily forego certain percentage of their salaries. 

Mr. Jaganttaih Agarwai oomplaincd about the eighteen croret taxation when the 
miiitarT expenditure was the highest in the world, lie took exception to Capr. 
Bber Mahomed’s view of the Jodisiuisation of the Army, w hich, be said, should not 
be the close preserve of any ouc coninmniry. Mr. Agarwal analysed the ligOrc 
xqgaidiDg the Income-tax increase and showixl tbai the middle chisscs would be 
banUtt Alt. The Assembly at this atage adjourned. 

dih. MARCH Mr. Adbulla Ifarooii |ioiutcd out that fresh taxation to the extent 
of 90 erores had been impoi^ on the coniury during the last ten years, and a stanw 
had been reached when aimiiiishing returns had H«rt in. ft was not by imposing fri^ 
taxation but by retrenchment that budgets should be balanced. The speaker h«;id that 
the BeCrenchment Committee as Hiigge'^iixl by the Finance Member would not serve 
the purpose. What they wanted was a Rftrcnrhmcnt Conimiitw armed with iki'oss- 
tarj power, say through an Ordinanee, fu cut down expenditure. 

21 
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Mr. M, K, ShmmMam Chdtp reminded the Home that Sir OeoiiRe Sdimter 
fareeMted the nieiac of a kma of nipeee nine eroret in India and the railing of a 
•terling loan of aiz million poande and making proriaion for treaanry 
hilia to the eitent of twenty crorea of mpeea being in the hands of the public. The 
mpee loan lor the canent yeara waa lor 29 crorea, 45 crorea worth of treasury bill 
fanned in the hands of the public. Thus, there was a deterioration in the position. 
Mr. Uhettf eriticiaed the dreumatances in which the last ycai*a rupee loan waa 
imod, and kept open lor ten days yielding only tweWe crorea, and held that the 
managwient of ways and means had affected the money market and therefore industry 
and* trade. This had naturally led to depreeiatioo in the ralne of the Government 
aeenrities which meant loas ox confidence on the part of the industrial public and 
xeanlted in the flight abroad of forty crorea of eapital from India. Any loss of con- 
fidence in guilt-edged lecuritiea meant that the Finance Member must resort to con- 
traction of ourteney, and that reacted unfavourably on trade and industry, thereby 
worseniog the economic depression, instead of relieving it. More important than 
balaueing the budget was the way in which Sir George Schuster strengthened the 
ways ana meant mition in the coming financial year. He wanted ?>< erores in 
India by loan and then ji conversion loan of 15 millions in England. To-day the 
amount of Treaanry bills in the paper currency reserve would not exceed fire erores. 
Then the total volume of treasury bills in the bands of the public was 52 crorea. 
Ihieh a poaition of dependence on Trciisury bills in the hands of the public, 51r. 
Bhanmukham CShetty obaerved, placed the Government in the hands of bankers in the 
money market, and thia waa amply illustrated by the rote at which Treasury bills 
were pnrehased. Barely, the Government could not attribute this to the political 
•itiiatioo. The task befiire the FinatuN* Mcnilicr wa« to reduce the rate of interest, 
and land the greater part of the Treasu^ bills. This year Sir ( horge Schuster had 
set apart 6.17 crorea as sinking fund, litis provision must be prtrtly titilistHl to enter 
into the open market operations on gtitlt-(ed|]^ sei^nritii's niui lioirow ai ii cheaper 
rate and get a grip of the market and revive the tone in guilt-iilaed seen rii ice, and 
enable the reatoration of confidence in the minds of the iiivi^tignting piibiie. instead of 
the Oovemmeut being at the mercy of the bankers. Jn fuel, Mr. Chetiy thought 
that a mere declaration on behalf of the Government that they would a<loj>t a policy 
of entering the open market would bring about a heahiiy tone in ibi giiilt-edgcd 
market and the biuikcrs also would be resetied thereby. 'Concluding, he wanted Bit 
George Behuster to measure the needs fully and meet dicin fairly and ixw ns he hnd 
threiiened to measure the needs fairly and meet them fully. 

Moolavi Mahomed Yakub complained about the eiih.'iiiceinenl in ineoim -tax rales, 
and pleaded for economy in expcudilnro on the .Vruiy and Intelligcnre licpnrtiuctits. 
Moulavi Yaknb also suggested that the ecelcssisHtical dcpiirtmiMtt should )n> nlfoUahod. 


Sir Vusudeva Rum pointed our the distress among tiu; ngrieuliur.'ii classes of 
India specially in Madras where the grontidnui and coeonjiui trades were i>ractically 
mined. He appealed to the Government to give some roensnre of relief tn tJie land 
owniag classes of the county. 

Mr. Harirqf Sar^ eriticised the borrowing po1i(7 of the Government of India 
and urged the appotnimeRt of a committee ot enquiry into that riucstion. 

Mr. Ouigal, sinking in Marathi, charaeterisedf the present l)udgct as a batiku- 
rupt budget. The Government, he said, was run without any regard to the needs 
of the poor people of the country. He pleaded for effective |)opular control over the 
budget 

Mian Sitak Nawaz objected to fresh tazstion when the capacity of the people to 
pay was at the lowest in India. He bitterly complained that the Finance Member had 
•uggeated no remedy to give relief to the poor agricultural classes among whom be 
aa# a spirit dt revolt at present. He pleaded for an import duty on wheat. Refer- 
ring to fresh tazation, the speaker held that the duty on silver and kerosene oil 
would seriously affect the poor people in the country. He urged le need of econo- 
my in military ezpenditure, and wanted the Finance Member definitely lo tell every 
department to reduce ezpeuditure by a certain figure. 


Sir Hart Singk ffour quoted the Finance Member that no retrenenmentwas possi- 
ble without a change of policy in the Government. The appointment of a retrench- 
ment oommittee Uimfore would serve no useful purpose unless the new eonstitniion 
which waa in the melting pot waa nsheied in. The speaker anggeated that the icadezs 
of paitiea be takM taito eou fi d e nce with a new to tioing orer m present aboomial 



T lUB. 31 1 R. T. CONFERENCE DEBATE M 

Mr. Jamal Mahomod Sjihib did not ama with the Finaaeo Member that the 
preient low level of prices should be mwitaised in order to stiaMiltfee eipoite. low 
pn^ were ruining the country and the remedy lay in reverting to the old 16d 
ratio. 

Mr. Muriaza rikdiib criticised the Frontier policy of the Government which waa 
res^sible for high military cNiietiditnre and urged liumaiie treatment of Moplahs. 

Mr. G. .M. R y held that life waa higher than the oonatitutioa, and the Tinanee 
.tieiniwr slioiild'givc some relief to the poor without waiting for a New Government 
of India Act. 

Sin tinoniiK ckHr^TEii'K Repuy To Dbbatk 

Sir C/uo/v/" h’c/iiiA/f-. winding up the delwte. said that he himaelf did not like 
fliia taxation tnidi:*! hut he einiUI not help it. Ho informed Dcwaii llahadur Range* 
rimrtiir that Sir Arthur fNiUer'rt FiMKirt on the question of forming an eeoaomie 
.\diMsorv ( iiuiieil Will Ih* published in two or three weeks* limOi 
. Gcorgo s.«Iiihiit amd ho claimed no aimcial merit for effoeiing retrenchment 
in military cxpoiidiniiv. The nnliiction of 170 lakhs waa due to the foil' in prices, 
..*"1“ 9^ a.part of the Army Department’s building progiamme lor 
wJiicli tiio .Vescmhly s tliauks wvro due to the military autboritieSk 

t Ucwaii Ihiliiulur Ramsiiwami Mndaliar who had opposed the Idea 

of heUIing a C iiift.‘iviii*i* of Finaneii Ministers in Simla, which would try to bind down 
the next Govenimcnt. us to cx|»onditart* on the aervioetk Sir George Hohneter eahl 
the whole (iiicvtion of siTviccs ct>tUd iii-t ho dlseussud withont dlaenaeing the eonatU 
tutioiial iHsuc. Knt that clhl. not mean that they shonid ait idlk. They conld talm 
prep-*rat4>ry step?*. 

On the i|iicsi4<ni of Mitvi r, Hie Finance Membi^r did not waat to dllkAi it Ihie 
<<tage. but cxpr< sscxi liia picftireiicc for a coiiicrcnco with eortida BNodMi 9i Hm 
A ssembly fu onicr to uH<‘urtaiii popular opinion theraon. 

Hr Gt*onn; S bnster did sot agree wiui Hie conelnakni* of Mk. B* &. Sbaamniham 
theUy, ou the wsys and !iivaiis position and describad Ms; f1initj*i animirtlia ol 
f toveratmmr onjeriiig the o|ien market to givn tone tt» the giR*iiM aeewikMh m a 
mere drop in fhi* ocean. 

lizard jiig the UHrciiehtnoiii ('ommithN! Sir Geofge ifobnahiv laid that It mm 
imsmbiTs did not like the kind of enquiry suggested they might leave It !• tha 
Goveroment lu eoiidiiiri nit cxpiTt dcpartitieofS^ onqniry, mr it waa the dhty of the 
ffovernmciit to stop all wmHo wherever it might occur. But. le hie aa he wei eon* 
irerneib Cii'orgts Scliusfcr thought that there was no ffsid §m lettenehawinf in 
the l^tml <T>vt'Tumea>, iMHrausu just at present that mmAinery waa performing Ike 
dmible work of ivoniial duty and the duly connected with the ronilttntienal imoraMk 

Sir Hiiri SiugU Gonr iiitemiptcd: Then what is the nae ef the Batiencfonent 
committee ? tt w ill only he an eye wash. 

Hr Gfiorgc Sekirstcr n*plicii : But 1 w’aiit to convince yoa that there ia no large 
r^n lor retrcnchinciir. Wr want to show that wc are not nneciMg any mettouc 
of (vonomy wbieli more eompeteiit |M<<«ple then ourselves can diseower. 

Alfudiiig to the Hurome tc -k proimsal, Hr Otxirge Schuster bop^ that it wanld not 

no.'Msary to niaiiitain ibcni at the proposal level after one year. But this year 
Ik ^ ,k*d gone as far as they c.mid to rx|)toTc every alternadve aontcaa of reverue. 

Hr Gxirgc Senuster ot»iiie*I that, taking aa a whole, tho Goverament 
of India wss riinsing on compn .itircl};' cheap Him It is imposaiblc for a democratic 
Goverament to run it cIuoimt than Uiia, bccauiic the nnmhcr of oflieeri would not 
decrease. A democrat ic if in si it nt inn would be more costly iban aa autocratic 
iTOvernment iinleMi rl»c nf sat.*iri*‘s were ti'ducod. 

The Assembly a* tbi ^ st.w «djoun»»d. 


Round Table Coafcrenca DoboL* 

71k. MARCH The debate on thf? Round Table Conference papers waa continued 
in the Assembly to-day. Monlvi .\fabonird Yakub compli.nentxd the si.writy and far* 
Hightediiesfi of the Inclian delegates. The most important feature was Federation and 
that re^poriHibibty ninsi lie in L'.'gialatnres in India. He disagreed with Mr Msawood 
that MiiHlim rcpn^miativcs at the Conference did not represent the enure *fualim 
conimiitiity. C*4>alii any one deny the claims of H H. the Agp Kuan, Mr. M. k. 
J innab, and Hr Blabomcd Bhan to speak the Muelim voice and foul not Begum 
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fihah Nftwa/. uphold the position of Induin women and p;ivcn refutation to the book 
**Motl^ India V* . • . . . 

Sir rowasji .Tcbanp:ir said than th« Blue Books liv themselves could not convey 
?V. that bappra^ at the Conference but the liesi tnhutc to iu labour was that 
Ml. Gandoi and his friends had accepted the utility of the Conference (or un 
h >itourab1c settlement. Even if they had come back with the deelamtioii alone of 
responsibility hereafter to be on the shoulders of Indian I/^frislatiirca that would 
hpre been a worthy achievement. As rc^rards safeyrnards these were not only in the 
interest of India but in the interest of British investors who had inircstod in Indian 
Btcrlinsr securities and to whom the British Government owed moral responsibility. 
He held that Mr. Chetty’s doubts repirdine the Governor GencTors imwers were not 
justided. 

8ir Hari Singh Gour wms struck by the note of Mr. ^lofirc which would find a 
rosponoc all over India. Europo.'ins wouW receive the same hospitniity they had received 
before and he was sure that with the support of Eiiropeans the future of India 
was Msured. Sir JInri Sinirli as the author of the Fe'Icration scheme which he devi^ 
In a special nolo he added to the Central CV>mmitii*#» report, examined the Fcderatioij 
scheme of the Conference and declared that this F»flcratioii to Ik’ succt-ssfiil wonM 
re(|uirc that political development in British India and Indian States went on 
harmonious lines. Me had no objection to fimanrial saft‘j*ii:irds till a Ib'scrvc Bank 
was set up. He held that India*s tnfemaiionni status had been I«*i 5 absrd by the 
delihf^rations of the Conference and paid n tribute to the Viceroy. .Mr. tJancIbi. 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and others for their sh.iir ie brintrin;: nboiit pace, lb* 
claimed for the Asscmblv nde(|iiat«* n |ir<t‘»-ntntii»n in any Ini nn eonfi icnce. 

Mr. Yamin Khan felt that Indian Princes would U* n dni^ on the eonslitnlion 
unhws the Slates* representatives were ehosen throiiKli pojnilar fr!inehi>e. 

Mr. Tun Aung declared that the eonferen.c n'HoIiition on Dnrma w i> va^iie and 
had no meaning. It left the decision whether sejaiiatiun would |»rejiidicr their rights* 
or not iu the hands of that Power %rhhdi was to part \uih Poner. He s.iid that 
separation was implied in Burma getting tsjuabty of tn^utimnit with India for whnb 
she was equally fit if not more and she din not %v:ini srpar.ition cirber. 

Hbai IVrnianand said that the Koiind Table. Confennet wa** tin greatr> t poshible 
HUceesa. The Gandhi-lnvin seitlemi;nl and the pniner's fl<><daration wtTc a 
landmark in ihe constitutional history of liidi;(. 'Dio gieairvt < ri'<lit for the huercss 
of |be Confereneo was due to British st»lesni.inshi|>. Me deprer ated f'onimunalism 
which was urging for Baluehistaii and hind fsing coll^^itull'd into srjnnnle provinees 
and the Frontier being dealt with on narrow (’omnintial lin«^<. 'I'bc lailiire of the 
Confereneo on the communal is.suc wa.^ due to Mr. .fiiinali btirking to his fourteen 
points. He challenged Sher Mahomed Kh.iirb \iew regarding the diarc of martial 
races and said that the War had bhown tb.it all classes ronid tiidjt and the monopoly 
roust disappear. 

Mr. N. M. Joahi fell that IcgisIaMireji proposed at the Conference would not l»e 
large enough to provide for reprcHcnliitioii of the working classes. If this can Ijc 
socurorl only through indirect, election he would favour it. He opposed any 
discrimination in franchise on nrojM rty qualification but would not mind uniform 
disriualification like age limit. At any rate they niusl give Labour the same representa- 
tion as to capitalists. At pn'Si'n* there were in Uiu C'cnimI la^isKiture 21 eapitalista 
and I labour mctnlKT find 93 cajiitalints in :he prcwinces >,iid 10 lalH'iur menibers. 

Mr. B. R. ]*uri said that the Hound Talile Conicrcncii delegates who spoke 
seemed to defend ai.d uphold the work of the Cknifcreiiec. The House, while 
appreciating their lalmurs, did not consider the outcome valuable in all spheres. 
Aid even what was achieved at too Conferems! was not due to tlic cloc|iieoce of the 
ddegates but to the sucrificcs made by the lk)i)gress last year. (Applause). Mr. 
Pun, replying to Captain Slier Mahomed's arguments, asked whether a statute 
could make martial elastM^s. These were the products of the hour and had not India's 
women aud children shown in this movement that they were martial ? 

There was no voting on the motion for consideration of the Round Table 
Conference papers. Two Assembly then adjourned. 


Debate on Budgel Demand# 

iHk, MAUCH :--*Before the voting on Budget demands commenced, all parties 
in the House ioinod in unanimously adopting a motion by Mr. fonga- 
ehariar, leader of the Opposition, recording the Assembly's profound satis- 
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iartion that a arHlcninit Imd bct^ii Hiriw'd at Ijctnirn the tiovcrii 1110*11 
and the Conirrtafi and the Aan niMy V hnpr ihj»f tin* Hftthmont will innnpiirn' 

a now era of honlihv ocoiM'railcn ii* m iih:!.;. •• mul « i fiiutinir. frtNdoni lor Iml .» 

The reat of the silting wns lh« o to a diMU^nion of a token <•. 

under the Ezeoutire Council niovol hy Mr. Ilnopn liariar. who t^nUl tlte nd wfo« ' 
conv«7 to Oovcinmont the fxmral fooliiii! io the < oiiiifry for rciniiehineiit in a! 
departmenta of (Uivcrnmcnt. 

The cut was presacd and rarried »»y O’* M.ir-i atrainM o alloi* various numlw i' 
had eondemned the oxtravaj^nro of the (o>\< rutnent (h'partintiils. allowanctH mult t 
the liTc eoDccsaiona coming; in for n gn at (h:il of l•|-itiei(i|l1. 

loth. hfARCIi The AHKeinhly In hi a vi-vy in'i noting di i'Mtr on the army esitiuah* 
on a token cut moved hy Minn >lnih Va\. i.** <*u InliaU tip- Indein-mhiil (nirty. 

Mr. Ilamaswanii Miidalinr laiiin-bid th>' atttn k on Inlnilf of the 
ill a apoci'h of an hour and :i i|tiarf(r .-u.d rhnip'tl ihi* ii'itiiftiy nnthoritieH wt*l. 
extravagance and la.'k t*f liiiancinl roiiii«‘l a*jd ili* ih hiy in Hcttiing ih' 

capitation charges and other di''|»ni»‘' v. nh ih» n im nt. They wt»nld n ’ 

agree to a rdreinhinent eommittit im Ii-- ilic aiiny isiimatis wire inrliidid I 
cxainiiiation on bnsimsis merits. 

Mr. Moore while holding tliat the .»rn:\ «vi,ni:nis wtu hiiakii'M their hin k d' 
not Mipiiort the eut, an he wi.dnd i«* v iji’ ‘i i ih** lt« v«P i.pnit whi' h might < - 
a HoliKion. 

Mr. Vonng di feiidi d the niiny l•lu! ii aii*l lat'd >1 >• an I iidiaiiiMition srln 
wjiH being iiiiinrdiately faktn in hfinl ; 1 d an ,n.illiui>' 1 ottid he Inrnod 

a tetiif»orary home by I’d-’*- m d givm »< 

Sir George SihnMcr niid that the h <•« » rm n u' l. el i»;iMd tu r( t<icn*- 
the capitation charge'* to nrlnttafion 

Mian Shah Nawazs cut wa*' carrml I'V * *• x* <* lin !< Aiinx ilq'inl'v*: 

vote was passed and the ih)ti.*e .idvniiti* 

I'hmj . I I -• •• :j I • \ l.i . 

!Jth. MAIxCl! .Ml* r iidf n • Halinii.- t'-d.iv Mr II« aili* **<* i* pres* nlalp . • 

the .Asbociated tJhamln r.x ef (’•luniiirn on W. hah of the Kiiroptan gn*Mj 

eut of a hundred nipccs in th* iiiMcu" tax dMo.in*! II*- said b** migld hn\c Jp 
»a!cd in nuking erilici'‘*ii *•! thi- itir« ni*' t iv |irnp«-«'*i if lliost had h«**'n pul foiv.; 
by an Inuian Mini>t» r n ••i *011.-1 hi. to tip H* n-<-. I** ! as th'si; had been put forv\»i 
by the British Fiiian*'*; Mnnlar he wmild s'lbniH fi:.nkl> that tluM fell iindii 
hvavilv on the European and .\ij do-Iivti.i;' * of -inuniii* ■ The incidence of l«sai’ 
ehoiih) be r 4 )ninirnsnrHlc xvMli the ainl ?y t'» pax ar.rj as E»iropeans' stanilard (*f li\.i 
in India WAS higher than Inoi.<ns. i]pm* ')i -:dd b** .1 ililTrreniiaiion in favoui ■ 
Kuropcans in H»>me such way as tlx.--.- pr.»\il d l'»r ili** Ili'nlu undivided fainily. 

Alter several «pee<’h*i th*j cm rairi*.*] * y 'In* Ib w • !•; '•'» xoles against .jJ. 

IsitiM.w Ii •%! It lO/.f I I |i»\ 

Mi. Yaiiiiii Khan moxi.d a i At «<f (m 1 1 . jiiiod. rt.e *. to lai.-i u iJehiil* uu f' 
i‘itentir*n of i» ; nlai loj. . n> ^ = i -Wt^* I .:•.»* *. The speiiker H'hc tul h-- ■ 

rigiiln'ions. ii«n«*ly il:* .Mnii-ious Ouri:.;*-. Ji* t'olat. m. the .**afMy liiguluthui 
lOJ'J, the Bcriila'ioii bu J- guarding I’l.i :• S-ii-fy if 1 . i and ihc’KroiiiitT (»*n- • 
Regulation. Thx: M'irdfr.aH t mirage^ !'♦ 4 .ui ‘ Mr. Yamin Kb ■ 

provided pnnjshniem f»f d» a!’a 'UMi f.iii .I’ur <•? piop, riy. of tiansportation for b 

with tixTijiy jidcs u k >,*. I J vnd*;!, f| in/periy f'*i Rhuriptwi tnuider. It hK' 

provided that in '•a-e; a ‘••i-pi/ : -n . x*,.*:* kiib*! c .n- bff**rr attempting to murd* 

hi;* body may he lri*d ;o *1 li^i .i* d ot • j uny *xay tire Magisi rate cbootet nrid. if sm '. 
H U'uy was n nxicted !)i*. ; ii*pt.r!y of tjn; hVud n»an wi’l Vje forfeited. Tbla, tb 
speaker said, xxms iiihnmai. mid u INgidatir n. which hUnxxtd 'hia nraclieCt ehould 1 
repchtid. lit; ^.i-CHunmi that jI:'- ^;tf^l\ Kig’dnlioii cd which wna cziateiit f< > 

seven years, had alre-irty been ic) i irkd.' 

Refer. ing to the JMblic .‘•jifcfy l<cgu!o»ion of Mr. Vaaiin Khan aaid that 
provided uripiirirg of any Ions*.’ at:d hind for making lends or barrackH with*, 
deciding the cjiication of cm p-.iiantion brlcre taking posacaaion. 

L^tTy the Frontier Cnin.s Kigitintkn. he said, had woikid haioc in the Ftonb 
nnd ahould be repealed. 

-Mr. Aci:yori, replying to the del .it* n lei ibe folloiiing iinnoniiu inejjt : "(kis* 
recognise the reality of tb* d, * |„c j,;? hr fl* ryjrhiA o) fJousc in - 
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to the iieeetibity or proprietT of a Inxly of Uw. which i« applicable ooly to the Xonh- 
W<’at Frontier Province and they Bcce|ii it aa a naiaral am indeed hmithy sign of 
tirnea that with the approach of a repri*aeutative Oovcnimcnt in that province tbeiy 
I'hould be a growing acaire that so far aa conditiona will permit there ahonid be no 
ilidciimiiiatioii between that province and other parts of India ^Applause), llie 
^ io>‘«i‘iinieii( iheniBi'Jveti have no wish to keep on the .Statute Book any law, of a'hich 
>h<‘ iKTciiHity Im not cMtabliahed and uhite the Hovae will understand that they are 
not nbic lu pr< judge tlic licceaaity of this or that miaaiire and the need for particvlar 
.provif^ioiis in tliia or that rrgulaiiona, tlicy are prepared to subject the whole queation 
'o cxiiiniriatiou and review with the object of reaching to deciaiona as to what it is 
iireeaaary to n*taiii and what may. without detriment to pnblic intereat both of the 
iMoviiiee and of India an a whole, be inodtAed or withdrawn. 1 am auChoriaed, there- 
fore, to say that it in proposed to ap|wiiit a eominiitce with adequate non-official 
n'oreaentation at an early date to enquire, in this light, into the whole question of 
these regulatifiiiK. 

Mr. Yakub eongratulaied the. (*Iiief Comipis^ioner on his proelnmatiou. Mr. Yamin 
(Chan aeceptfHl the Foreign Secret Ar)'*s atatonient and withdrew his motion. Tlie grant 
voted. The House then adjourned. 


/^//z. MARC fl i^The Aastnubly white voting demands for grants under Cuatoma and 
hcM two iiiit resiing disciituiioiiA to-day. Otic was raisM by Mr. Uariraj 8arup 
by a token rut of Ra. 100, critu'tsiug the Government for foilnre to prevent the 
dumping of whe^it and sugar in India. The non-official meinberi who apoke. all 
supported the motion. Sir George Rainy aaid he would not be able to announce 
ihe Government H decision on the qaeationa raised before the sesaioii was over. He 
warm'd the Himsr that so long aa Jiidia remain 1 an eaportiiig country, the chancra 
nf protecting agriciiltiiral produce were few and protection was a game which could 
In' equally played by the other countriea an well. The Government had Ineremied 
three times the uutv on sugar in the past five years and he hoped to place before 
the AsHctnldy in the nest session iti f^mla proposals regarding the Tariff Board's 
retmrt on the sugar industry. The Op|)Ositioii iwrtics joiuctl and ctirricd the cut by 
IS votes against .'10. 

Mr. Anwariil Azim and Mr. ICarbaksh biiigh raisf'd the question of Muslim and 
riikh reprcacmtatiofi in (he Customs services. There was for a lime a somewhat 
heated disciiMsitm, lint both .‘he motions were withdrawn after Btr Gcoigc tfchnaler 
had stated th.vl nhnti'ver the priiieiple iiivolvid. any Government responsible for the 
administration of (he eouiitry would hav*c to faiw this diffieuli and practical qaeation 
of n'presi'ntufitMi of various *eoniii)Ufii(ics and clainitHl that the Government policy of 
reserving oiie-lhird of recruit mciit for adjusting rornmnnal inequrlitios was (be 
Ijesl aolutioii. . , , . 

Mr. AninniHlb Diitt, by n cut. urgt^ th»* stoptsigc of all iniporia in groins in 

tSir (Tforgt: fes’hiniKr htatrd ihai the Gev«*riimenf had licen carefully conaiderifig 
the qtiestioii of low prices of agriciilturul pn>dui% during the last 12 moDths. ff the 
Oovernment hod not taken any ilr.ir»‘ic aclioi. it was merely because they we*'^ coo- 
vich'd that it would have done more barm than giKid and the soluiion of the pro* 
blew, lay not in the control of prices but in finding new markets. 

The motion was withdrawn and (he demand for Customs passed. 


I3th, A/Affr// To-day Iwing the last day of voting for granting the general 
budget , it evoked little or no interest among mendhTS and. beforj the HoUwO ror* 
for lunch, six demands were voCtd without any cut. 

« Mr. B. I>«s. by a eut, etisemwed the debt position of the GovenMuent d India 
nnd asWd the inc.ulKrs whether the way in whiih it was managed at present was 
liist and <lo*»irKblc. , , , , , . ^ 

Sir ( ;corge Schuster entered into an t Irhor.ite ..i iencc of the Government positioo. 
Hr that there was no foandaiioii for .Mr. ^Inswood's statement that the 

IMilirv of bewrovving wan in the Briribh ino resf^. There was no preference given to 
;•«>’ iritiHh mso.ufiicturtr in regard to ;he pnrehaso of materials, ^ ^ 

'ProcfH'diitg, Sir George St'hu.stt'T Kiid : 'It win be a had day for India if she ceased 
to oeenpv the ..ire and privileged position -be now mrupics of bonowing in London 
If \\< bud not the sympathetic s.iiPl»ort of the Bank of England and the finanrisl 
-irrlos of Kngland, we should have Uen in an exti* lotly difficult aituatiou durinc 
the la# few months (Hear, ht.arl . . - 

Sir (.oiwge j?chu-ui* endorsed Mr. ^‘haiimuklj.rj Vhcity’s view that the po^it^v 
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of debt of Indin i xtraorvl'tnariiy faroorable luul explained ihal waa indeed 
unique for out of l2CiO erorea (\{ total debt tm than t\xii uundri'd alone roprr7M*nte«i 
aon* productive invearmont. lb' that the Imliu of the fntui*e would he nlile 

to maiotain thia ixtaiiion. 

Mr. B. 1):)A ih'foro withdrawing th<‘ eat warned sh:i! any dHii ineiiiTt'.l not ftu 
the *?t>od of India ahonld l»e alUvateil to Knedand. 

A Uiile liu*line<M wa<» iairotiiii-i* I wh/a Mr. 1. Kti' 4 ’'h 'hariar moved a oit to thim- 
the qtieHlinn of hill journey allowfiiiet» and to reduce the iv^ruid and extent of the 
Simhi oxoQiia. lit* aaid iliai ii< iheiinie nf the iiaiioinii eironoiiiic erisi-4 ihrmi^li whi< h 
the cOttiurv wan priA^inr at pf^enf. th** thivernmenl •>l India sihould «el un exanitde 
j»y aacrihejoe iheir aiay in the IniU. I h»' iinttion wn-* withdrawn. 

Mr. ISiraratn Bain next inoM’ i a eiu ni ordtT Ih draw the aileiiiion nf tin* 
doveniiiKMit to the pnietn at ( Xfinsion fit Imliuna IroM the iNiiifiiail and Koree. n 
depart intitt. Ife w.h Anpiinrf.tl Oy .Mv. Katu'uehartHi'. Ahdiir K'nlnm amt Sli 
M'hIv. 

dll. V«’he'.«iu rplvin/. raivl ilrO ile tl*;*’ isiMiati' w n -i is‘a>.i«<d ii, 

the Forej-fi and r»*lifieal deptrinient we. M*»«;»lii»el\ ".iileunded. I h ■ < <i)veriini«‘ni 

he *»aid. were r«*<*ruaini; Jo p'*r -•ent. ei liaiian-i i‘V.*r\ '.• « eviT ••inre flie jyi' t\>ni- 
niif4U)ii reixtrtjHi. The inotiorj w.‘H witinii-iv. n. 

The liouse WM*^ Aiill rni'agiMl in dM«*tH; II): ih.' •*.!• nand lei ih-‘ TotiiiiMi •ind 
Foreiirii departmeiii when the elink 'ttrui h li\e I'ie- i ndloiine w;e. uppiu-d and tin- 
«ml all ih#' reiteiininu d.Mitandx wiTi* ih-n j'l -.i.l. in \*.-*.‘:nlilv iliiii !»di nnied. 

1 1 • ' »»K 111 i;\i » 

MAI!'' it' - Tile pro^*ee.liii;i-s «ij ih A'*'<»‘e.e«’> ritttv..i..| 1. hy .Mr, 
Ivyaw .Myint tnl'^ina the qiieAfiiin of if r.i;Vnne 

p^ir (o'ori'e Sehu.'*i«T haviiiu intnuie*. ed tin* fnH ffu ttn',„/ft'-(o r Arf t>u 

Hiibjccliii); the iiieome nsviviMi from inO'i.l* IlniiHh In lvi t.» the i:i\ in eertnin eii 
cUniAtaiiCCA and Mr. .'"‘hiliitly havins: / /'. < i/e. / / . / oohn itnu tu * rnrforu*jt Avt 

the Fiiianee M- iuIht tiioviHi the niii>*i i * oihh di j m.inee Itdl. Mf. Mvini inormt 
lor iKtatpoiienicm of the eonslderafi-m i •• om d:i\ . eul'T to ilis ii'-m the Bnrnie 
queatioo. 

The Burma Meuilu-r aaid tb:u owi; .. lo r.oii..,, ■ »\einn»eni •* propM^'.anda ai il 
ivprcsaive iiiraaurea. the l.rt»>in*liiiive w »• «... edy lormii where a Hiirman 

lOiild fdre expreaAnui to bia hone'll opnii .i) om i]).* i;ti The Itiinn.in**, who hH«i 

aAkixl for aeparation. had AAkiHl for i? Old} with l^ 'minion Stains. Hut even t||i 
ACparationista were innv Iteeomin^ afrro.l of i». !!»• or. i! a referendum iiinler tin- 

liovernmeut of India n suiKurrinion to •l^eert:oll Uiirm iM iqMidon, N'oiin^; for ilii*. 
motion would mean voting for nneh ret« reinlum and t •' ndhereiiet* l»y the Aaaeinhiy 
to the principle that it wua for Jhiriimn< »o iliiidt wh« »hi t lo reimiin in the Iiidi; - 
Federation or to separate. The vote would ul-o l» on i'xpre‘".ion of the AsKcmhly n 
concern at the mniiner the qiiestion of si paraiion wu*« hen.K hiirritai through. 

Mr. B. Daa said that British imperndistH o make nunii'i their fortune- 

hunting ground. 

Mr. nangachariar, apeakiiig from Iw* re^en expenmei* in Buriiia. urged for free 
exprcMion and not represaion of Buriiii’*ir opinion Mr .Mulnr Xahiiu endorsed Mr. 
Rangacharior'H riews. 

Sir James Urerar, asked by the party leader- »«. siaii the iioveriimenl'a views on 
the question, said it was imiiossiblc for the (ioveinnKiii of India to pronounce 
deiibmte views on a complex and intricate niarter whieh was scizeil hy the Round 
Thble Uonfereni'e. Xo doubt certain «•onlmullicot^on^ were reecivwl from His Majesty's 
Oovernment but they hod not renebt’d the stage for )>ronouneeineiit of the Govern- 
meni of India's opinion. Sir Abdur Krdiim nskiM whether so far ns the tlnvernmcnt 
of India were concerned the question of s<;|>amtion was left open. 'Jlic Home Mem- 
ber refused to be cros^-examinod. 

After lunch, Mr. Munsbi asserted that His Maji*sty's Government had issued 
specific instructions to the Oovernment of India and Burma to proceed with pteli- 
mini^ work to give effect to the settled decision of sr|>aratiiig Burma. 

8ir Oowot^i Jeliangir said that British Indian and Indian princess delegates had 
kept the qoesuon open and the Conference was not committed to the reply given 
^ Mr. Benn to Major Oroham Pole. 8ir Hari Sing Hour twitted the Conferenre 
nelmta for not making the position unambignous in London* .... 

Hr. Moors agreed tlSd the matter should uot be rushed but thought that the non- 
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cooperating section of the Banneee were responsible for the present sttoitioiL Mr. 
< «biiziiAvi said the qnestion of sepirotion was do longer open. 

Mr. Puri was euttrelv opposedT to the separation. 

The motion of Mr. Sfyiat was put t6 tue vote and carried without dissent. 

The Financa BUI Debate 

J7Ui, MARCH :--The discussion of iho motion lor the consideration of the 
i'iiiaiiee Bill was taken up to-day. 

J)r. Ziauddin Ahmad eomplaincJ ot inudt^liiate financial prorisioo for education, 
pccially for primary educaiiou. J'h n* were 17,GOO.O')0 boys of school-going age, of 
H’bom <mly a small ficrccntape reccivid f^lncation. It meant that the education pi the 
rtist would cost Its. 4,0O,U),O;j 0. ThcMt theti* was the question of the education of 
i'lrls. liegarding secondary odu.' n'joii, lir. Xiuiiddiii complained that there was neither 
system nor polit*y. 

He next criticised the C«ov4‘rnin«‘rH a relating to silver dtity, exchange 

I itio and reverse crnincils and t'oturlc I m!* urged a reduction in the salaries of 
( iovernment oincialn in order 1 1 hriuy dit-.M) lim iiovcrnment expenditure. 

Mr. Krishiiama Chariar viMitit.itcil ih«^ gru vaoces of the agricultural classes. 
He felt that nothing tangible had (vr.i d »mi: so far to improve tlie methods of 
•'iiUivators. ComutissioiiH aiui Cniniuitr*** liad come and gone adding to the admink- 
iniiive machinery advisers and «dviHi*r; * nut leaving the cultivator poorer 

than he was before. What use oould iht re he oi tiio talk of village uplift when the 
iH^ople had not enough to eat *J'hc <>i>4 ai(or specially urged for a proper enquiry 
iiito the methods of usKessiuenf ot laiu! ii M iiuc, for, he said, Rardoli was the. sample 
of the conditions all ov<‘r India. 

Mr. Hajaram Pandinn criihisi'd tit** (idiaiiced duty on kerosoiic and saggested a 
.:0 centum duty on hidi*s uiul hkins )U i^rtlcr to balance the budget. 

Mr. Raghubii Hingb piciutcit lor a rc iuction in the taxes on income and urged 
for the removal of the duty on m1v<m and l>etel nuts. 

Mr. Jagaooath Agarwal gave Itgiin v show that the yield from income-tax had 
gone up from Ks. o, in jf ;i to is, 00, 00,000 in the current year and 

HUggestra that courts should Is* uppcaiH of law and fact in income-tax 

(*ases. 

Mr. B. Das siiggcHted that the pr***. ><•«! n trench nicnt com mittoe should investigate 
whether higher Hiiiiiruis given iiy i)i > • < 'onimission could now be reduced on 
account of the fall in the pihres. ru«’ ■ • :t;nttte*> should also enquire into the case 
of the allowance of spccdnl olhetiri in >h<* Army and Kail way departmenta and 
explore tin* avenues of mntoiny in i*. W. i>. which be styled as a public waste 
department. Mr. Das felt it u 'dangci prui tire for the Hovernmeut to indulge in 
luuuntiiig up the expciidilure on the niin \oiisJ side ns India was getting nearer to 
the transfer of contix>l to the impnlur s ii*. 

Mr. iSaiit Hiiigh criticisoii the laihttiiy hn lget and also the Uovemment's policy 
in respect of the reforms which had driv.-n out of the House patriots like Pandit 
Motiiat Nehru and Pandit Malaviya and < \pluiiicd the lot of tbe Indian mniculinriat 
niidpr the present coiisiitution. Ho hiui n it l oncindoil his speech when theHonsa rose. 

I9lht if il/ZCif Resuming disoussii ill owr the Finance BUI to-day, Mr. Muhammed 
Moazam declared that a large number of British troops were useless for the purpose 
of internal security and were never used and the Army could be cut down by 
one-sixth, thereby enabliug them to make a futving of 2b.crorcs. He also urged an 
i'xport duty on raw hides and skins. 

Mr. Shanmukham Chetty thought that the Finance Member could .^effect Va 
leaving at least in respect of allowances granted to public servants. Why could not 
the Government of India follow the example of New Zealand where • 10 per cent 
cut in salaries was carried. He characterised as 'most untair* the manner wherdn 
Uie kerosene duty was levied and suggested that it would to better to the 

opportunity to equalise the excise and import duties whieh would bring in a 
le venue ol 70 lakhs on excise and 15 lakhs on import. He urged the rstshnshmcinf 
of a reserve bank and hoped that the Finance Member would, lor the sake of his 
reputation and of iho Government of India, take it up at an ear^ Xbe only 

safeguard that the House wanted was that the reserve hank ahonid to under 
control. 

The Oovernmeot’s ourieney policy had caused great misundecstaiidiiig and ato 



19 MAS. ’31 ] THE FINANCE BILL DEBATE 169 


apprabennoii. WhOe ^efy otlier eoniitrjr in the world was azpaadhig its esmsef 
the Gorernmeot of India was contraction it. Oonftdenoe eonid come only by hafing 
A proper machinery to regulate the credit and ennency of (he eountiy. Aa regnids 
tte n^ for gold reaenrea to build up areaerre bank, he aakt that the Gofernment 
of India had done very little compare with other oountrieo in getting rid of its 
Rurplus ailfcr. He aaaed the Goverament of India to aell its silver stock aa soon aa 
possible but if the United States of America wanted them let the t^vemment of 
Indm uk the United States to give her gold loan against silver atoeks and thia gold 
could be used for a reserve bank. 


Sir Abdiw Bahim said that the fion-official aide of the House was convinced that 
there was scope for economy both on the civil and the military aide. He reminded 
the Finance member of the Viceroy's address at the Chamber A Ptinces that tasn« 
tion shall be as light as circumstanoos permit, easy of collection and mpportionate 
to the demands of the taxpayer to pay. Sir Abdur Rahim proceeded : Ihat is the 
advice which all Governments will do well to boar in mind. We fed that no further 
taxation can l)c imposed without a serious encroachment upon the hue means of 
subsistence of our fjcople. 

Sir Abdur Rahim said that India did not face such a serious danger of foreign 
invasion as was made out and the air force should have led to a proportionate 
reduction in other arms. He attacked the heavy cxiiense of the Hijjdl Oommissioner’s 
otfico where there were many unnecessary jobs. Ihe Government had not taken 
notice of the public dcm.aiids. All their departmental organisation meant pladng 
lawyer upon lawyer so that responsibility could not be fixed anywhere. The eom* 
missioocr’s posts had not yet bwn abolished and leave allowances were very 
generous. 


Mr. Rangachariai' said the House would refuse to share responsibility with the 
Government of Irulta for the entire taxation. His party had decided to xefuee 
supplies to the cxuiit of six crorcs. As to how they should do it was a matter of 
detail which could be examined and they would fill the gap temporarily to the ex* 
tent of nine crorcs. This six crorcs would represent only a four per oent cut in the 
expenditure. Could not the Government bring that about? Only the will to do it 
was wanting. Ho attacked the various departments in turn and asked the Oommeroe 
department why w.ss it that a key industry like tanning was not being protected. 
How was it that Indian affairs were known in liondon earlier than in India? Hiey 
found the Premier talking about the fChujuri plain roads about which India know 
nothing. Why should not each Government department prepare^ a note of its 
activities and circulate it to the mcriiljcrs ? Why should they wait for questions 
iieiog put ? if they did this all scries of enquiries which took a communal turn 
would disappear as all the statistics would be availsbla As napuda the Kerosene oil 
duty ho did not agree with Mr. Chetty's scheme, but wished the poorer oonsumer to 
Ijeoefit by the re-arrangement of duties. He favoured an import duty on wheat. 

Referring to the lloine department he said that the police nad oommitted exoeaaes. 
He was glad Mr. Clandhi had not pressed for a enquiry but the Government mnet 
learn lessons from the past. On the other hand he found that a magistrate who 
kept his district quiet and orderly was ignored while a magistrate who P a a ew a 
foolish order under see. 144 and had been castigated by the High Court hM been 
made C. I. E., (Applause). Was that the way to create confidence in tM wvsrn* 
meot ? This mentality must go. Get >our mamstracy to obey your mWA Iben 
again there was no department of government which admitted the responubuity of 
finding the economic condition of the people of India and their earning capacity, ^emr 
Education Member won’t let the Madras Ck>uncil pass a certain land levraiie l^gisu- 
tioD. His department had no information regarding the number of Indim ettUed 
in South America. Do you wish us to vote mooey for a Government wbicli is eo 
ignorant ? (ApplaiiseV. You have your yearly Indian book which criticises toe Icgie- 
lature for doing iu duty. We do not want such books, but we want inlwmatton. 
We want facts. Here is the Law department where Sir Lsmo^t Graham does not 
summon us till January. Why do you enact an Ordinance when you can onU u 
to a session? You are only waiting for the Assembly semion to be^ over to do 
oertain things. (Cheers), why all this bush policy 7 When you appoiot^ the loe 
Oommiseioa to uereose tlw salaries cd the services why can you not appoint a l4>w 
Oomniittoo to lower them ? (Applause). 

Mr. Samatmami Mudaliar took the Government to (ask for une^y and 
disoourteoui maimer in wbiek those who were responsible lor the Army DepMtment 
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tmtod the House lor when Sir Abdur Bahini, leader of the Independents, was 
■peaking on military expenditure not only was there not the Commanderrin-Cbicf to 
heu the speech bat not even the Army Secreta^ was present. Mr. Mudaliar was 
proteiting against this treatment when Mr. IkUcWorth Young, Army Secretary, 
entered amidst cheers. And Mr. Mtidaliar reiterated his complaint so tbat .iii future 
at least this discourteous treatment would not recur. Regarding the Finance Bill 
Mr. Mudaliar congratulated the Finance Metnl>cr on the vaiiiable and constructive 
support he had received for meeting his d<?tlcii budget from Mr. Anklesaria who 
had spoken of a unitary form of Oorernment and hoped that the Finance Member 
would always turn to that quarter for such constructive suggestions. 

Proceeding Mr. Mudaliar quoted a series of inst;iiicc8 from the latest Gazette of 
India to show that at a time when the Finan^'c .\lcin))cr was searching for ceooomy 
and retrenchment the Govern men t of India of which he was a member was freely 
and ungrudgingly giving increnHcd allowances with retrospect ire effect .and that at a 
time when priers were said to be falliiv*. One of the iii^tanc.\; f .fVrri*.! to the i!» 
ereaSe of lis. in the leave allowane.,*^ of the (j = «\erni»rs of iir -vities and Mr. 
Mudaliar asked: ‘Is this not another illnstration oi tlie nn.'MiapU d > ;ireh f;>r 
economy by the hard-pressed Finance Member V Mr. Mudaliar kept on giving 
instances for about 43 minutes and then proc'^aling he comfdained of thi* fact of the 
non-voted expenditure increasing in the budget. Uc referred lo tlic X^izagapatani 
harbour constructiou and doiiitted if it was productive expenditure. He warned 
against the Governineut drawing the itifcrciicc that India was protectionist merely 
DMause the Assembly out of a sense of responsibility wai agreeing to the increased 
duty uuder customs. He also protested against the p'inance MeuibiT going to the 
Council of Htate and giving vent to hU foeliuga without answering to the eritieisins 
levelled in this House. 

Speaking of the Council of elderly statesmen. Mr. Mudaliar reminded the 
Assembly that he was only the other day'an elderly ftatesman and said, if I had the 
alternative of choosing between His Majesty s gni^-it and an elderly ntati^man I 
would prefer tlie former. 

Mr, RaMa Iyer You were His Mnjestj s guest ut James. 

Mr, Mmaiiar I was a guest of His Majwty’s Government whilst in Hngland. 

Concluding Mr. Mudaliar opined that the receipt side of the budget was under- 
catimated and said : ‘Ours is an attitude of responsibility and the Government should 
•how its sense of responsibility by laving its cards on the table and 1 say that it is 
with a full sense of responsibility and with every desire to help the Government 
that we would adopt the course we shall adopt with reference to the Finance Bill.’ 

Sir Hugh Ooeke defended the Goverument members who were attacked by Mr. 
Mudaliar and said that it was fair to give notice if the Opposition wUhed to make 
any important speech. The sptmkcr liked Mr. Rangachariar’s suggestion that the 
Finauoe Member’s contract be extended by ten or fifcf*pn years to have his abilities 
At the disposal of the country sod he also welcomed Mr. i^hetty's suggestion for the 
leiutrodactioo of the Reserve Bank Bill. He emphasised ' that the questions of 
niiitrodaetioo of the Reserve B-auk Bill and duty on kerosene were serious matters 
■ad could be disposed of summarily as they involved the reversal of a policy long 
IMirstted. He criticised the rambling discussion lasting for three days and urged 
more party cohesion. Ho assured support to the Bill subject to certain modifications 
in xeapeet of income-tax. 


Sir Cinrasji Jehangir said the keen eye of Mr. Ramaswami Mudaliar had misted 
to noitee exiravaganec in this House itself. .‘Here you. have, sitting behind* the Govern- 
megt benehes members drawing big aalaries. They are brilUaot meu in their line and 

■ ‘ the matter of debate. Why 
■hodld the Finance Member alone have to sit for three days in his scat and go on 
“d 2 notes? Why not the Government roembers intervene frequently and rq^late 
dmbAte by meeting points at intervals ? There is extravagance in Imeping those 
memben there like poete of wood.’ 

Sir Oeurgu Rainy It a member right in casting .aspersiona of fellow membera ? 
Bruridum No member can cast reflections on his fellow members, but this has 
been done by the member from Bombay. 

Sir CeiMq^* Mai^r am not casting reflections, but I say these members sit 
the whole of the e e ia t on without wing a word. If you merely want a vote yon can 
have your pattiwalaa to vote. Those members do not wont to be in that poaitioo. 
SImj 00 not like it It is the aystem of go? eniment which is extravagant 
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(Liiiii^ter.) Finally Ik; referred to tlie l^xaRiiMdam harboor. Thoogb trade oooditkHM» 
dkl not mdke the proepect look aa bright aa aeven years ago, the hubonr would proTe 
to be a pofectly noaud proposition and of very great assistani-e to that part of India 
whieh it would serve. (Applause). In auch cases it was better to acquire more land 
than too little. 

AA*. B. N, Jllisra (Orissa) urged for the immediate apiHnutment of a Boundaries 
Commission in order to group together the Oriya speoking people and give them a 
separate province as admitted by all authorities, lie wondered why Orissa was not 
represented at the Bound Table Gonferenca Wbat was the use of making a 
youngster to represrat entire Bihar and Orissa when there was Mr. Madhusudan Das 
with age and experience and ability. Mr. Misra spoke highly of the martial spirit 
of Oriyas and stated to the cheers of several sections of the House that his great 
grandfather was the comroauder of the Kalinga forces and that the military spirit 
was not dead even though the British Government in order to provide cmpleymcnl 
for their own people had deprived them of arms. 

Sir Fa^l-i^Htmain, speaking in an undertone, said he had not imitic-ipaled in (he 
debate earlier because be hopocT that after (he second reading sjieccbes he and his 
secretary would examine all points concerning his departments. Hut he ioter\*encd 
to-day because pointed criticism had been made that the members of the ireasury 
benches wore not taking any interest in and were indifTercot to the debate. If there 
was at least dyarchy in the centre possibly there would have been some contact 
between some of the executive councillors and non-ofticial benches and criticism from 
the latter would have been less. However, he assured Mr. Kangachariar who had 
critieised the Government of India for not approving of the Madras Revenue 
liMtlemeat Bill that the Government of India was as zealous of the autonomy of the 
local legislatures and local Governments as he himself. Only last year they had the 
Malabar Tenancy Bill passed by the local council and the GovtrnmeDt of India 
steadily refused to interfere. Alluding to the remarks about retrenchment Sir Fazbi- 
Hussain repeatedly assured that there was not one inch of economy which had not 
been attacked. In fact he often regretted that he had in conscr|U(>nce to hold up 
many schemes whieh had been approved. Whether there was further room for 
economy in the Army Department he could not say. but methods of economy there 
also were stringent He begged the House to understand that no member ol the 
Goverument liked to approach the outgoing Viceroy to certify any pari of the 
Finance Bill. He hoped tnat all sections of the House would co-operatc in coming to 
a busiaesslike arraogemenl as to how to face the present dcHcit and thus satisfy 
the country. 

After Messrs, bykes and Osman had spoken the closer was applied aud granted 
and the Finance Member was cheered as be rose to reply to the five days' debate- 
He said that the House seemed to be weaiy after suen a long debate but he would 
deal fairly and fully with the arguments advanced on the other side. He compli- 
mented the House for having dealt with the issues on the merits which has been 
peculiar to this year's debate. The hon. members who remember last two year’s 
diseussioD will nod that there is now in the discussion on this question an atmos- 
phere of reality whieh has not been present before. I think the constitntional changes 
which are coming have cast their shadows and have already influenced the tone of 
disenssions io this Assembly. 

The Finanee Member first dealt with the speech of the Leader of the Opposition. 
*H0 asked me what I would do if 1 were in his place. I heartily reciprocated that 
and asked what he would do if be wei-c io my place ? (Laughter aud applause.) 

I would answer his question by being frank and even indiscreet. If 1 were in the 
hon. Member’s place wbat 1 would do is this. 1 would try to find out what the 
Cbvemment really can do. Then 1 would concentrate all my efTorts on forcing them 
to do something to achieve the following objects, something to show to the public 
that the representatives of the public have asserted themselves, something whieh 
would really mean giving; a concrete pledge that the Government are in earnest, 
something perhaps, if that is possible, to relieve any features in the taxation propo- 
oala whiA are rmJly unjust and something at last (and here 1 am going to be indis- 
cieet) aomething to give a Olt to the machine of Government which will bring home 
to all who are wornbg it that they are involved in a desperate economic crisis and 
to make them leel that they have got to face realities.’ 

Sir Geom Sohnster continued ; ’That's the sort of thing which I would do as 
Leader ol the Qpporitkm. I wonld try to find out the facts and not take my stand 
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fy ptnof. 1 bouu h<‘ will nironsidiT lii# |iusiti«>u. Ii hiw Iweii alkMil 

* u I * ^veniiiH?n« do nut tnkc Ihc nicmlK'rs intti niy roiifidciitH:. I have lold th«‘ 
wnoic trauL I did tnkc uii occatuuii la^t wivk in hclpinu ilic to reaUM' 

too true tutaaiion. but I to say a summary of whal laiSMHl ut llio mwiiii’i 

appeared luuc press. J Ki*! the l.i*adcr of the Opimbifiou destwi^ aii aiiuloav from 
somwody. In fne ronrsc of that diseii'^.-UHt ] tin! ths^ trader s»nould incci 

the A\miy member. Hia ICxecIltiic) the ('ummatider-iii-Chiif. IW iariou- reasons my 
fnoJidii uioU{riit that at that >tnjL;'* uoihine would 1«* 'Miiutl l>y that eiunhi*. The 
reasons were, I am propanii to sav. jrtKKi iia’^'ius. but I viMitinv to iliiok that iht 
course mij^ht bo reconsidcivd. riit o:h-i* i- -‘iH .nm. it n,..\ k fruitful 

if you pursiiu it.* 

The Finance Meiukr uftnvJ ui lu * tiiin ii.*y ami ruliMUrO ioii»io\tisy and 
sioa that we Ijcader of the Opposition hud :oketl hiiu for bis hoiust utMuioii on the 
subject. I hope niy hon. friend dm < not hii^ruot that uhat I have said publicly 
docs luil^ represent my hoiuvt opinion. (l.aiiL*hti'i‘.) I was not spi'akin^j in haste. 
Possibly It IS one of the suiijeets whieh has in iiiv term eo I me ino>l anxiety and 
most coiieern Iieeausc iinforliinalelv ilu ftvlin;^ .iboiit it hu'. penetrated wry dt-ep 
and It has kvn a lar;re faeiur in the Mtiiatiuii. nut meriK in :he eeoiioiuie biluatton. 
but also in the poiitirnl situation, it has «i\eii me nmeh thought and slwpless 
ni^bts and I have arrival at luv <onvietioiis alter all ihtse nmital pitHesses. I 
should be very pleased to spend .i d:t\ with th. I.tade» oi the Opinit<ilion lo explain 
bow I arrived at iht eoneliisions. 

Proceedinc the Finance McrakT r<. i ud lo the Kinark:- oi Mr. ^hanmukhaiu 
tneliy and i|itoted tigiires to show ibai the net riHlueiioii of exiHiidiiurc in the civil 
side was one crorc and ten lakh>. It \v.u» true that undi i tin- heading* eivil works 
cost 01 bnilding w'onid pi down but there had luin no substantial lall in bnil- 
Y*”fC P****^®* Jt* fact they had not vet ^ot dtreet hiiieiit from llic fall in prices. 
He, ^werer, airrecd with Mr. Chcliy tiuit a resent bank was essential for Jndio. 
hut there must be adc(|uatc n^serve kfarc a reserve could be istablished. There 
l ould be reserve cither tiir«iugli borrowing's from abroad or through 

appeal to the Indian national Govern ment I o provide them with ^ ild reserve. The 
former procedure was not a popular move in vi wv ol iho criiicisru of Iht Kterling 
borrowing policy. Thu latter course could not Ik. adopted by the. prtaicnt Govern* 
meot. In these moments of ixilitial uncertiuiity and when reserves were inadequate 
It was not possible to start a reserve luiDk nlthon^'h he thorouclily ap.rcctl that there 
must be a bank. Proceeding the FiiiaDcc Momfjcr rclcrred to Mr Ramaswami Muda* 
bar's remarks and said that the notilicatioiiH in the Ga.ttfc to which he referred 
were nmre formalities and no increased uxpendituru was invobed. Both Mr. Muda* 
bar and Sir. Cow’asji dcbangir wanted further information uii certain points, but 
*“® Member promised to give information later, 

fc^ir George Schuster referring to retrenchment said that be did not believe in 
cats like those eflected by the InchcaiK* Committee or bcrupping nilhlcsbly but wanted 
to simplify the whole machine and ertlvt n*al permanent economy through a com- 
mittee with force of public opinion behind It. As regards army expenditure, ques- 
tions like strength oi array, capitation charges and eontribiiiion by the Imperial 
Goverumeot were for the Hound Table Conlcrcncc. But it could be found out 
whether army expenditure was on a businesslike bxiting and whether the c*i|uiproent 
programme could be slowed np this year. In order to discuss these with the 
Commandcr-io-Chicf the Finance Member reiterated his offer to the party leaders 
that they should meet Sir Phillip (%etwodc. (There were no eheerh.) Ihwfing with 
the budget it.self the Finance Member admitted that the income-tax burden was 
heavy, but it was not appalling lor there bad since been a revival in the share mar- 
ket and rise ol GovornmtMit sci’iiritics. He was truly sorry for the position of the 
ugricultorist and felt that unless the situation improved in the coming year relief in 
some measure might be iieccsbary. 

The Finance Member concluding made an important announcement as regarda a 
retrenchment committee as the result of his conversations with party leadm and 
some members of the Council of Stale. He said that from his eonversationa it appeared 
Uut they should keej) the reprcaeiitativcs of public in touch with the Government 
and, aeoondly, for coiidacting a most elTcctive enquiry into the various branches, 
it must be by different forms into different parts of the field of expenditure. A reso- 
lution would be moved for the appointment of a fairly large committee eonaiating 
of memben of the Assembly and a few members of the Council of State and if thw 
was carried the committee would meet in Delhi before the eod of the aesiioo. The 
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report of Mr. Lake^, sptH'ial officer, will be also published in a day ^ or two. Aft^ 
scttinpr the f^»reliminari.*F the committee would ndiourn and meet in Bimla at the 
bofnnninp; of May when the Government would have a ready af;enda and plans 
for sj’siematic enciiiirie". (Applause). Sir Georjee Schuster sat at the eonclttskm of 
90 minutes’ Fpeec-h aniulsi applause. 

The motion for cousider.'ition of the Fin;iii-.-e Bill was then passed. The Assenibly 
then adjonrinxl. 

2Ut.i1ARCT !: — In the Ahf-em!»Iy to-day soon after interpellationfi, Itktilri 
Miihalnnind Yaknlj trin! to move an adjourninf‘nl of the House to discuss 
lh<: IrpHA of Mitalim liv»‘s in Mochi in the Mii/aj»orfr district. The Homo Member 
raised no ohjection imt Atj. Permanand obj*:cie<l ami as less than 2.5 members rom, 
leave was i)(»t Kranlcvl. Tie House, then, pro 'et'd- d to debate the Finance Bill 
rlauHO by elauH. . 

rVmTr. u. O.v 1 f>i i v 

Mr. Mk. e.<nKi Alnre'd oiNvcf] P ? tli* uixiiition of flu- ci.'iUaC imposing a duty on 
Malt. 

Sir Gei/rj/e Ivainy aid the efTcci *if tlit ann iulauaU. if carried, would he that the 
Houmo would take awny tli.; control it excrciscB ovi-r the; fixing of duty on salt and 
iwould leave the fJovnrmw General in f)ouiicil to fix the duty in the manner he likjsd. 
For deletion of thi; cbuFc in the Finatiot^ Bill did not repeal the Salt Act which 
empowered ll)«^ Governor-General in t'ouncil to levy the duly. The motion was 
rejected. 

Similarly three anundnicntM of Mr. Amnnmth Dntt redueiiig the salt duty to 8 
as., 13 as. and Ko. 1 were rejected aftet' Sir Gcorg«* Sdhuster had explained to ^e 
House that the pcdicy of the Govcrnm(>iit durintr the last -one year had to move with 
the wishes of the public. The Government in the Gandiii-Irwln pact had allowad 
■the inhabitants in the salt producing dibtricts on the coast to ,pick,^ manufaetoie 
and sell duty free saH. And in order to make India eelf-sapporting in the matter 
of salt, the (iovernment had bronght forward a Bill to levy to import duty on salt 

When the President; was putting to the House the motioo that clause 2 of the 
Finance Hill stand as part of the Bill. Mr. Chetty intervening said that the clause 
related to schedule 1, to w'hieh srTcral amendments figured on the agenda paper. 
He Buggesterl that schedule 1 he first voted by the House. The President igreed. 

The anKMtdment of Mr. Sitaram Kaju was declared oai of order, is .it enhanced 
the rate of taxation. 

Duty On Raw Sloar 

Mr. Alxlnlia Haroon moved for a reduction of the import duty on nir fonn 
of sugar by Re. 1-4. He said India still wanted raw sugar, till the refining industry 
bad tieen established in India. 

Bir George Schuster said, pending the consideration of the Tariff Board report 
on si^ar, the Government had levied the duty only for revenue purposes. The 
question, therefore, of protection or encouraging the refining industry did not arise. 

The motion was rcjf!ct€<l. 

The Honvc also related two amendments of Mr. Wajehuddin and Mr. Shshnt to 
rednee the duty on eiiTcr to 4 as. and 4as. 1 p.. respectively, as also the motion of 
Mr* Shahni to reduce the duty on spices and betel-nut to 15 centum. 

PooB Man's Kerosene 

After schedule 1 and clause 2 had been adopted, Mr. S. C. Mitra moved a 
redueUpn of 9 pics in the import duty on kerosene. The Government, be said, in 
order xb balance their budget, were making impossible for poor people to balaoce 
theirs. 

Mr. Biswas felt that a reduction of the import, duty would also mean a 
reduetioii of the excise duty on kerosene, which financial considerationa might not 
permit. 

Mr. Chetty said the question whether the excise duty be abolished, could be 
dleouaeed at the proper time hot the question before the House for the prcMnt was 
whether it wis prepared to raise the price of kerosene oil by 9 p. and hit poor 
ooDSunitf to extent. 

Mr. Chetty laid it would not afihet the eonsumer even if eseiae duty was kept 
up at the proposed level, tor the prices of kerosene were not fixed by the eoat of 
produiiwon ssd a fsir ipaigin fer profit but bj the import pcioea M that ofl* 
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Mr. fUagacluriar stmck a note of warning. He Raid ai a time when the cry for 
•afegiiards waa the ioudeat in India, it would not be wiac to tlepriro a Bririah 
eonoern oC the benefit they had been enjoying for the 120 ycara. Further, if the 
incaent difference between the import aiul eaciao duty be done away with, the only 
reault would be that the Burma Oil i'ompauy would nlxtUsh the difference in the 
pricea of white oil and yellow oil by reiaing thr priceif of the yellow oil. And aa 
It waa only the yellow oil which was largely ooiiHtiintd by poor people, the action 
of the Aaaembly might hit. inatead of iKueiiiiing. the t>oor ^plc. He condemned 
the action of the Burma Oil Comp.ni)y in firing the print's oi otl not by the coat of 

S Miuetioa and a fair margin of piolit but by Rome iinboly allianeo with foreign 
portera of oil. If the Eiiropeaua in the country doaired a fair treatmont, they 
ahoold place the interests of India in the forefront. The speaker waa for cheaper 
yellow oiL 

bir Abdur Bahim said that he had no objection to the Fiiianoo Alember 
coUecting at much rcTenuc os possible from costoms, provided it did not hit the 
poor. 

Mr. Rama Krishna Reddi agreed with Mr. Raiigachariar that the exialing 
differtnoe between coatoma and excise should eontiiaie In the interest of Utt 
eoasamen. Burma Oil Ooinpany would be hit if this advaniaim waa not given. 
At the same time, he wanted that the price of yellow oil. which w'as eonaumea 
laffCelj by the poprer classes, should not go up. 

bk watgfi Rainy emphasised that the surcUaigc embodied in the Bill was only lor 
one-yaar and ladieat remodelling of the structun^ of taxation* waa inappropriate whsu* 
the oiethod aeieeted waa that of a temporary sureharge. The figures snow that people 
ware hnying more and more white oil in preference to yellow oiu. MMr. Rangiuteriar’a 
•Qggestiaa waa adopted the customs duty on yellow cal would' l )0 3* as. 3 p. and the 
eaeiaa duty on yallow oil would be 1 as. 3 p. J^iis would mean> a loss to tlm Hovern* 
mant of Bs. dli^,000. Moreover, .if they Boduced the import duty on oil,, people 
would sal to work to mannfaetore that oil only. Xhe^ Govenimeiii would^ MwaMr, 
damlat the position and if they found that the revenue poattioa improved ^ Che 
latOB part of the year then the Uovcniincnt might agree to forego this, mt at 
peanat Cha Government could not give up that revenue*. 

Mr. Shaamtikham Chetty at this* stage made it cleat that the nOMifielal 
paniea waoa agreed that they should take a dcirisiun ikat on the import dalr. 

Ml. HeatiMite of the Associated. Chiuaheni said that il the advantage enjoyed by 
fha Bu rm a Oil Cfompany waa rotnovod; k might be forced fo find o market eMewbera. 
The debate had aot concluded' when the Honsc a<4>MiriwK 


Mrd. MARCH :->In an aiinosphearof tense eicitcment. t•^day. Priadpal Bahaai 
of Kaiwebl. a member of the Nolioaatiet Party, refused to withdraw unconditionally 
Ma renaria on Saturday agaiiiat the rrc<4idfut. Sir Ibrahim R ihitntoolah, aUg^ng 
partiality to oertain sectiona of the Bouse. 

The esember having refoacd to withdraw, thr. Pivsidcni loir the matter to the 
fiauae^ wheveupoR tHr Qeorge Rainy moved tiiat th? remarks referred fo br espunged 
fEOm the proeckBugs of the House which inocion was 

The diacuaaion oi the Fimroce Bill wa^ then resumed. 

Mr. Bangachariar moved au avueudmciit to that of Mr. M. i.'. .•> that clause 

\ be included to consider the excise duty tr>g<Hber. 

The President rnied thw out of onh r. 

Br. Ziauddin speaking on Mr. .Mirri's aiueadmcMii said thul it \ra.<i duty oi 
the Government to inifjose uti e\i I-; dui> vm oil pruduad in Buriuu. 

After Inncb, Messrs, llaiaram ami Jenbi BU)*{K>ilfNi the lunciidimmi in the 

interest'd the cousamrr. Mr. .lo-^hi ;uld«d ibat the Ih*-*! soluiirm would l>f {>>r the 
Government to acquire oil ;m *1 i .ttioiinb-e it. 

Mr. C. A. Dus.s said .'•ir t i!lbcr> i.ty* mi .s linsuicitd •-•hci/M Ijnd .siippoiiiMl 

ihdr point of view. 

Sir Cowasji .lehjt'jgir vnid u’l i ;i i ■■ \ pul, extra inoiiey 

into the pockets 'i iiiip irtfrh ut i.’iv *• of the ronsimi' ir-, lih; tajrpAyer»* and an 
indigenous industry. Ibcy ‘ be de^en;:br •: •<) sre that the excise* 

proposals of the Goveriiiueiii ai<- cluniuaicd. 

Mr. Jehangir MuuiUi eb.r. t /. I .»*» 'jvcr*irii\Mj ih 1 • . iom '•! M.**. Mr>orc that 
the Burma Oil Indu‘^uy *vas nu-i-HMl. He. ht'Wvvrr. u.-b* ; ■:v' to consider 

that by iu vote i». in tn**! di-pr** * i ^ 'iii'jUMdvJ ' h;»rj House did not 
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kesp in view the interests of Bariua. It should show to the Euiopetn comnufcinl 
interest in Burms thst so lon^ as they remsined s part of India th^ would a 
fair deal, but that they could not possibly ex|Msct any such kindly treatment once 
they ceased to be part of Brittsh India. 

Sir Hugh Cocke said hi^ group was prepared to vote extra taxation under both 
the heads. 

Sir George Schuster appreciated the clear and logical line of argument of Mr. 
Mnashi andf aaid the House should not take decision which might l)cor an aspect of 
diserlmiuatory legislation against a British controlled company and at a time when 
Uie emestion of aeparatioii of Jhirma was under consideration. The two duties must, 
therefore, be considered togc'thcr. If ot.e was reduced so must the other bo. He 
asked the House to consider the pro(^sc«] tax as to whether it was fair in the 
interest of the country as a wholf. Ifc said that carefully compiled statistics showed 
that a poor family of five agricnlturists consumed 11.7 gallons a year, which meant 
that ns the result of the extra duty thev would lie:ir one rpiartcr of an anna extra 
taxation a rear per family and the hurcicn in the casi' of a well-to-do ngriciiUuval 
family would be one aiii«a a year. On the other hand ( loviwnment would, by putting 
•uch an iosignificant burden on the |j(y){ile, Rs. 157 lakhs as revenue. The 

argument of burden on th(‘ poor man was thus purely sentimental. Moreover, if 
they reduced this tax Oovcniiucn^ could not irive ridicf over ineonio t.‘ 4 x, where some 
sections were really hard hit. 

The Fiiniiice MemIxT next in formed the House, that though he could not disclose 
official information, Mr. llimthcote hud given him ngiiri's showing that the Burma 
Oil Oompiuiy paid in the form of iiidian taxation yearly three times the sum it had 
distributed yearly in the form of dividend. Then again the company t?uvc consi- 
derable benefit to the country hy way of employ nieiii and purchase of indigenous 
stores. He made a final apiHsal to the Jloiis#* to rc‘ftli/e th.*it of all the taxes pm- 

} K>sed this one produced revenue with the least burden on Jiuiia ns a whole and 
loped the House would not accept the amendment. 

Mr. Supposing we carry this amendment, will yon still j>ersisi 

in increasing the excise duty ? 

Sir OeKtrfff Srhustfr, — 1 refuse to answer tlml. Sir. 

The House went to vote and while voting was on. there was eoiisiderahlc e.veUc- 
inciit in the Opposition ranks as .some mcmlieiv. ineludin;;' Mr. Bangachiiriar and 
Sir Hari 8ingn (lour, had remaiinxl noiitraJ. and thn * a split had occurred. Some 
members remarked : ‘We will h.ive revenge. We n».n*i support these exploiters. 
We will form a IVipIe s party. We w'oii t v»it»|KW! them over the income-tax 
proposal.' When the division lir'Uivs e.sm^ ibero were for the amendment 4* and 
against jl votes. hikI the am«'ndmeiit w.ss r«yH*ied amidst offieinJ applnnaf\ 

Pit nr. Yi.rrow 

.Vlr. K. i*. Thampan moved for exemption m( yellow oil from the import duly. 
Mr. i^mkrithna Jieddi supitorted him, and said tiiat any increase in duty wii^ 
thrown on the price of jellow oil, the B. dao d not inerense the price of 
white oil on account of eomixMltion. 

Sir Otx^rge LCaiiiy said while it would Ih* po dhl* toeiitt-r into n binding agreement 
regarding keeping clown the price of yellow oil with Intiian domiciled companies it 
would not l>o possible to enter into *^iieb agreement with eompanies doiulciltd abrojiii 
and if they kept np prices the Covornmont would lo«4 an income to the extent of 
Jls. 4.^) lakhs .and the consumcis would not hoiit fit. lie niomisixi to pla«v* the rcsuilts 
of his detailed t'xaminatioii of the question b'dore tlie rnJ of St-ptemlajr. 

Vhe amendment was lost by 33 against oii vote*. sr .Tal Independents and Natioi* 
alists. ineluding the fnuil bein*ht*rs. rem.'iiiiinv, iuuir:*l. 

PosTAi. R\rr> 

.Mr. Amarnath l>uU pixipo^id a ri>rorsion to the old i^o-ial rates in the case of 
envelope and postcards. This vias sui»iiorf4Hl by Mr. R-anga lyor and Mr. C. C. U’^- 
was. But the amendment was rejcetiHi by S'* ngiiiiKt 4*1 \otes. 

Mr. a. C. Son'i proposal for thn'c i>uc envelopes was also rcjcelcd. The House 
at this stage adjoumod. 

Eaecudon of Bhagal Singh & others 

24tlu MARCHi'^Tbo Assembly met to-day in a very agitated mood and the qoesUoii 
time wae r^idly gone through. All members wen* in their seats whra Mr. 
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Rangadifimr, Ltmder of the Oppoeition, rose and, ia grafe touet, read out a ■UtaoMnt 
or. behalf of hia party aiinooucioa thdr docUioii to walk out aa a piotoit agalnat 
the cxccutiou of Bbagat Siugh and othcru. Mr. Haiiipichariar'a aiatcinoat waa aa 
foUowa 

**Jt ia with fcclinfp) of profound sorrow and deep indignation that I rise to make 
a atatemcoL We view with grief and reaeultucui the action of tho (lovenimeiit in 
having carried out, last night, the sentence of death passed on fihagat Singh and 
two (Mhers by the special tribunal so tong ago aa 7th October UMt. The facta 
relating to ^t trial are well-known, h^r reasons whi^ it is unnereaeary to 
recapitulate it was a ^iul behind the back of the accused, under a special prooMura 
sanctiottod by an Ordinance which this House always protested against. The vast 
luajority of the public linuiy believe that Bhagat Singh at Icaat waa not eonoemed 
with the particolar crime fur which he was convicted and seuteneed to death. The 
volume of public feeling in the matter has been made manifest in ‘ manihdd ways 
to the Uovcrnineiil and the public ferveiiily ho|iud and earnestly expected that the 
Oovernment would have nvognisiHl the force of public opinion conveyed to them by 
that great saint uf India. The Itovcriimcnt have lluuicd and have dmte the thing 
which we hair will lead to more serious coiisct|ucnceH. Not only that, the iioveriimeut 
have by this disrcguid of public opinion invited and arc inviting eeiioua trouble to 
themselves and the country. Justice tempered by mercy woulu have redounded to 
the credit of the Cioveriiiiieiit. but, alas, wise counsels nud no echo in the hearts of 
tho CiovcrnmiMit. A pcaci'ful u(iiio.splierc, which is so essential now, is seriously 
jcoiiardised. We riHcnt this nuist Hirongly and wu aix! in gawt grief and wo ^^hail 
not be able to lukt; purl in to-duy's piwcedings in the Assembly’.” 

Mr. itniigiichanar thcn ii[ion dccliitcd that he would wait to here what the (jlovern* 
nieiit hud to suy on the subjeci before Ihty walked out. .Sir James Orerar 
then said 

‘j must in the rtr.st instance ciiiphasisc very strongly that the Uoverument cannot 
accept the view I hut iht* prisoner coiiceriicil in this trial did not have a fair trial. 
The ifuvcruraeiit are convinced that they hod a fair trial uiidjhat every opportunity 
was given to (he defence lo produce evidence. 

*As regards the provisions under which the irtul UH>k place I need hardly remind 
the hoii. iiiemLK'rs that the ipicsiuiii was eoHsidcred by the highest tribunal in the 
iCiiipiro. Till* bon. tiiciiibers arc well aware of the ciivumstaiiees connected with Ibis 
case, which exciteil very detrp piililie fiM'ltng in vaiiuiH clirections. 1 do not think 
my hull, and learned IrieiidH oppoMitc would lie inclined to ((Ucstion that the original 
crime which iicecssiiutud ibeHc prum’diiigs profoundly shook ihe public throughout 
India. 

I oifr, — .Speak up, we cairt hear. 

Mr, Amarmlk lia%e not come lo hear that. We must walk -out 

at once. 

iiir JatHca r.’/r/Yo-.— -The (lOverninciU arc very siaisible of the liailiugs. But in 
view of the facts wliich 1 iaive stated and having regard to the fact that after a 
very careful and ‘uiniitc cxuiiiinalion of ilic piiNeedings they came lo the coiiclttsioii 
that the trial was fair aim the scnienci.’s wen; just iind though it is .ilways a great 
satisfaction to the Ciovirniucni wbvii they are abk: to lexertisi* ck'iueiicy, 1 uinst 
add that in this case they h.id no doubt whatever that they will fail hi Ihcir duty 
to ludia and the maiiiU nance of law if, in tU(.*HC t ircuiiistunccs, they hud not eniorc«d 
the law. 

ibir (Jcorfie Jiainy,—! would only add one senlenct^ I would rcniiiid the Oppo- 
sition that ihe action which they cuniiiupluie woulu tiieaii the abdication uf their 
couBtitaeucies at a time whtij the muHl iuiiKirlniit public busiiic^ss is before the 
House. 

A Voice , — Wc know our bm>iii(Hs. Wc don’t want llicsc siimoiiK. 

The Nationalist nicinbers then walktrU out in a body. 

Sir Uari Singh Oour alone waveicd for a ininuUr, but he too later followed 
them. Three iudcpeiidcnts, Messrs. S. J. Mitra, i>. K. JLabiri • houdhury and Sadtq 
Hussain joined the Nationalists while other iiideiamdeiits reuiaiiied in U^r scats. 

A protracted discussion then followed a motion of »Sr Alxlur lisbim that the 
House vhonid adjourn for the day in view of the Natioimiist walk out. The Presideut 
having ultimately rukd for coniinuaiiee of the disiiisHioii ul Ihe Finance Bill. Sir 
Abdur and Sir Cowasji Jfhungi*' walked out 

Tile Asaembly Jieu pro« ruled with the postal rates. 

23 
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Mr. Haji Wajiliuddin tbeu moved an atiiendiucnt i» ivhicb he wanted the Fame 
poatal coneeaaioti to printed advertisement and other luaiter meant fur circulation. 
About half a doacn nieiuben spoke briefly, after which Mr. Sams said that he would 
go over the matter. . , ^ ... 

On this asHurance the amendment was withdrawn and the elnuKc relatr::c to postal 
matter waa passed. 

Discussion on Inco:ie-tax rttop(ibAi.s 

23th, MARCH Ihc Attscmbly to-day proceeded with the disciis^fiun of tlir 
Finance Bill. Mr. Sahaid (Nationalist) moved that the schcuiile rcKardin^ inconie-tax 
be removed from the liicouie-tax Act. 

Sir George Schuster did not reply and the House n<j4 vt«d the proposal. 

J^wan Bahadur T. Kangaohanar, Leader of the NatiunnlisiH, mov«d ‘.that tin* 
schedule embodying the proposed iiimnse in income-tax niul Miper-t:ix be 
Bttbstituted by the existing rates. He said that the amount involvid wuh live crorc.; 
which the Government could find by rcireiichnicnt. He expected a revival of trade 
and increased railway traffic due to tlic chiuigid tjoliiieui cundiiinnB, notuiihataiidin!*; 
the blunders ol the. Uovernmeut.. The existing- burden of ineome-Ux was al'rcmiy 
heavy ou trade and the professioiis, if not on salaried set vunis. He hud no objeetiou 
to ioersaaed inoomo-tax, but ho did abject to increasing taxes beyond the bcarabi:* 
capacity ol the peoplie.. H tha Governnicnt wanied to make a cut in the F:d:iricK of 
thek aervanta, they should do so directly and nut indi nelly. The As^anbly had 
no other weaj^u lor fosciug the Governuient to have, n y.iinl for piildia upinioii 
than this amandmaut 

Baja Bahadur Eriahtiamachariiir supported the amendinenl aiul « lalHiriUely tFilieised 
theuyatem ol administration ol ineomc-tux law. 

Sir Abdnt Rahim did not fully agnv wi h tin* amendment. He. nl the same Una*, 
•greed that there was room for rctniichmeut ht*iug iiiad*\ |,>:o‘iieul:tily in milinii’y 
expenditure. Let retrenchmeni be in iioir-esKcntud r^i rrici s but not in an rsseniiaL 
service like Civil AviaSibu. 

Sis Hugh Cteke weened the* Afiaeinbljf ei'^iinHt foreiug tin* (boemment \(t leave u 
lexge nneovcfed deficit when the Provinvial Governiut iit! * bmlgcLs were aheudy dclicit 
onee. He asked how main were the asscsseeH iijK*eted by tliis si hi'dult*. 

SirGeoege Sehuotcr:. Uwe tenth of one inr cent of the population, tw r»2G.7lt). 

Sis Hugh Cocke: That is a very small numtsT. lln* vast nuijoiiiy of the 
populaiion are uot alleeted by this, f suggest tboi. the House sboiilvl not vole h>r 
IlCi Kangachanar’a araendmciit, but for aoim-tbing more bHhinc.NS-like and luoiv 
workable 

Bloulvl Mahomed Yaksh sakl that the agrieullurist was nlrtady heavily ta.vcd 
to the extent of 50 ikt cent of his iiicooic from lands. He a-ked why ilie capitalist 

should he spared. 

Mr. Raagachariar's amondmeiit for the status (|ne in rceard to ;!ic level id 
ineome-tax» was lost by against 35 votes. 

Sitt Cow'ASJi .iKUANruh's AMi:Nr*>ri:N I 

SirC'owaaji Jehangir then moved an amendment which pro)N»;fd (Inu the 
Income-tax rotes proposed in the Finance Bill U* rediiceil by frmr pi*s in iiMf)cct of 
incomes between Ka. 2,UOO to Ks. b.COUand by tbrtu pus f(»V im-iHiirH i.t tive<'ii IN. 
5,000 and Rs. 20,000 and by two punr in rcnpcci of inrouiv of IN. l'iMmhj and 
upwards. He estimated that his amoi»dnicut wouM mean ki^s of itv. tnn; to the 
extent of 2:14 lakbs over income-tax and 20 lakh.s over suikt-i (\. Jl<. :r!v«xl the Hou*^* 
to puss the amendment, and force tlie (foveritmcnt to rcin'iirli. 

• Sir Hari Smgb Gouv charged the Fiim;ico Moinhcr with makine y«urly promi^^i • 
and uot carryiiig out reirenohmeiit. 

Mr. Arthur Moore said that the heart of ifjc Eiiro]>«\in Group was with i'll, 
liangachariars amendment, but thiir head wa^ against ir for propo^ied <nts in leveiiin: 
must be of practical ai)p)ioation. His proimsal for ri.'divtiwii ol iv\o pies would ni«-:in 
loss to the Uovoriiiiieut of 01 lakhs, but be would .nmend it and L'ivr np altoiveibcr 
the pro{K>scd inenwse up to five thuus.'uid incoriK and the ^ i icMimc thiiJA 
would be 13C lakhs. This the Governmeiit could fa^-i*. 

Mr. Jagannath Aggarwal ciiamcicriscu the Finanee Meinbei's reineiK us dia^*ti' 
aud ix)iaoiiou8. 

Mr. Jamal Mahomed held that iiuoiue-tax hud beguti to > - a 1:»\ t>ii • Mpiiul. 
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Mr. Jon while remit the defeat of Dewan Bahadur Rangachariar*ii amendment, 
hoped that they would now join to Bupport Sir Cowaeji. 

Sir George Schuster, replying, said : '1 find that our main difficulty la to dUttnguiah 
what we can regard as the true voice of public opinion speaking to ua through the 
repreaentativtt of the public. 1 have tried to diatinguiah what I may call the true 
voice in the intercat of the tax-payer in general ana of those who are bard bit in 
respect of their own pocket.” 

The Finance Member said Sir H. S. Gour*s criticism was not justified, as a crore 
of saying had already been made. That was a aubatantial efibrt to fulfil last year’s 
promise. At the same time he recognised that the lower classes deserved consideration, 
but so &r aB Sir Cownsji’s proposal went, be said : *Tou have already voted ten 
crores of taxation which will fall very laigcly on the poorest classes, i venture to 
think ttot a very unfortunate and regrettable impression will be created outside this 
House in this country and abroad if the representatives of the democratic parties, 
having passed ten crores of taxation on articles which daily afibet the poorest class, 
come in and cut down super-tax and income-tax (applause from Government benches) 
We have been charged with making inadequate effbrts to retrench, but we have done* 
everything we could having regard to the proper interests of the country. Nevertheless* 
listening to the debates and appreciating the real public feeling behind them, I come 
to the conclusion that there were belli: rl these criticisms, views to which we conld 
not remain entirely deaf, and wc workc i to sec bow far we could go to meeting 
those views." 

Sir George Schuster announced that in disregard of the Commander-in Chiefs 
advice, the Crovernmont had decided to slow down the programme of rc-cqnipmont, 
involving a saving of sixty lakh in the Army expenditure, bringing down army charges 
to 51 crores and 90 inlclis. They would get furthor economies of ten lakhs over 
expmditnrc on Census and some desirable pro|x)BAls for improvement in economic 
statistics. Those combined with budgeted surplus came to iiist over a crore. Thai 
represents practically the limit of wbnt is immediately possible. Hon’ble members 
say : Wc want immediately retrenchment. The Government cannot be guided by 
what is dcsirnbic, but wbat is possible. In that sense, if I look to ecoiiomicr question 
the omission of 19 lakhs provision over (Ivil Aviation is a possible economy. Then, 
we may get a small revenue over the Wheat Bill, and also 25 lakhs if the Honse 
agrees to pass the Bill, for income-tax on foreign invest menU will takeefTeet from 1st 
^ril this year. The additional duty on salt is not to be used for central revenuea. 
The imposition of an additional-tax on motor spirit is another possibility, though 
that would not lie desirable. That represents the maximum which I can do, ana I 
have nothing else np my sleeve's. The only way to face the situation is honestly to 
try to meet it Do not force the (lovcrnmcnt to lake an unsound financial course 
and do not allow the impression to get abroad that the popular Assembly at Delhi, 
which is willing to impose taxation on the necessary supplies of the people, is 
unwilling to tax super-tax and income-tax (Applause). 

The President divided up Bir Cowa.sji Jehangir's proposals regarding income-tax 
and supertax. 

Bir CowARii JKiiANriiR's AMr,NnMF.KT Carrikd 

t^r Cowasji .Tdiangir's nnirndment for reduction in income-tax v ns first put and 
carried by 02 votes against 48, 

Sir Gowasji's amendment for rcxlnction in supertax was negatived by 62 votes 
•gainst 34. 

The clause relating to income ta.x as amended was passed, and the House 
adjourned. 

26ik, MARCfl The Asscrmbly met to-day an hour earlier than iisnal and within 
<|uaiter of an hoar went through the entire Finance Bill clause by clause. 

When this was done, and before the third reading was taken up, the Finance 
Henber asked the President to communicate to the House a mesiiago from the 
Ctovemor-Goieral which, while appreciating the co-operation of the House and the 
point of view they bad pressed regarding economy, stated that the Government could 
■^eooDomiiie more than one crorc in the next year, and in the wideat interest of 
Inm’e eredit, the Goveriuncnt could not ask the Assembly to leave an unbelenoed 
budget. The Governor-General has, therefore, sent the Bill to the Assembly in the 
ft^o e nnendcd form, urging them to pass it in that form. 



180 


r NEW DELHI 


THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

The Govednob-Gbkeeal*8 Message 

Hie lolloirini; to the text of the Oovemor-C^ncral*tf message : “I have most 

anxious consideration to the position created by the acceptance in the IiCp;i^l’^tiTc 
Assembly of the amendment to the Finance Bill which, it is estimated, will reduce 
Uie expected revenue from income-tax for the next year by about 240 lnkl» of ruix^cs. 
I fully reoofniiso that the burden of new taxation which the IcfrislatuFc has Ixxm 
asked to accept can be justified only by the most exceptional circumstances of which 
indeed ilon. Members are well aware. I appreciate sincerely the co-operation of 
Tlonourable Members in having already accepted the clauses imposing new and one- 
rous taxation. I also recognise the desire of Honourable Members in discharge of 
their duty to those to whom they are re8|)onsiblc, to assure in these times the utmost 
measure of economy in the field of administration. But tlint the budget of the 
Government of India for the coming year should be truly and securely balanccil in 
the widest interests of credit of India will. I am confident, be aceeplcd as essential 

^ the Legislative Assembly not less readily than by myself. The only question 

therefore at issue is how far it is possible with immediate cfFi'ct. that is, so as in fact 
1-0 be operative during the next year, to efieci economies which will mo. t the reduc- 
tion that has been made. After careful rc-cxainiimlion of all material items, I have 
satisfied myself that the maximum reduction which can be at once enVeted, mainly 
by postponement for a year of im|)ortant schemes for militAry rc-cfpiipment, is one 
crorc of rupees. To make a larger reduction than this would be to leave in effect 

an unbalanced budget and to take a risk which 1 cannot regard ns other than 

dangerous to the essential interests of the country. I therefore foi I it my duty to 
recommend to Honourable Mcmlicrs fhc acceptance of an amendment which will make 
the reduction of one crorc and which, while leaving a securely balanced budget, will 
meet what 1 feel to be the genuine demand of the House on the one hand bn- 
enforcement of economy and on (he other for mitipilioii of (he bind' n of taxation 
upon the poorest classes of income-tux payers. In making this recommendation to 
(he House I have sought to reconcile to the best of my alulify tin; necessities of 
public service with the expressed desires of Honourable Members whoso cnriu' i 
attention I accordingly invite to the revised proposal of my fiovcniment.’* 

Sir Qcorae 8chu»tcr thereupon moved the necessary nmcmlincnt to the inromc-ta\ 
schedule wmch kept unaltered iinomc-tax ratios proposed in die Bill fur incomes of 
fifteen thousand and upwards and gave relief to the l»)wer grades. }lis pro|io.sal was 
to impose a tax of 6 pice on incomes between two anil five thoinand rupees, and 
nine pics on income between five and ten thousand, and one anna on income beUvecn 
fifteen and twenty thouKniul and thereafter. The original propr^sds remain ns nt 
present. 

The Finance Mcmixjr said that y‘'sterd.ay's vole of the House had rudely un.sctth<j 
balance of the various classes Inaring crpiilably the burden of tlm i.axaliun and that 
the proposal, which he niovinl in the birm of an amendment, would give relief to the 
poorest classes of income-tax payers, though it would put the (itivernmcnt in a 
dc8i)ertttcly tight position to find Us. .V),(10.‘ i* hy fiirlber economy in the rivil 
expenditure, besides, Rs, 60,00.(Xtr» agreed to over the Army budget. 

Tlic announcement shocked the parly leaders, w^ > wanted an adjournment to 
enable them to examine the situation and also to get back incml.i«n's who had kit 
1>e1hi ill ignorance of the course adopt eti by the (Jovorninml. 

The President agreed to adjourn the House till next day. 

Go Vi-: R NOR-( i EN Ell At/. K KU >.M M EX I » A TIOX 1 1 1 : » i:< 1 f *0 


. A/AfifC// ; — The discussion on the Viceroy's ivcomni'.iided amendment to the 

^Finance Bill was resumed. , , . . . 

Mr. liangacbariar, leader of the Opimsition. said that they had groat respeot for 
the Viceroy and, after listening to the magnificent words iittmd last night by the 
Viceroy, be felt that a grave responsibility iay on them in rci4‘cling the Vujoroy's 
recommendation. But they felt that (ho Viceroy had l»ecn gricvout ly misMidvised 
by bto coancillors. His party had waiite*! l*> cut Ks. 5,C)0.t*t *.0n0, iht? lndopciiilcni‘» 
A. 2»5O,O(XO0O and the EuD>i^inH Rs. l,00,r«(»,(XA). The majority of the House bad 
accepted a middle course. *But. l<ir. the genius for constructive suggestions is a 
peciuiar monopoly of the European group and instead of listening to us. the 
Finance Member ustcua to the constructive proposals of bis own kith and kin. Then, 
again. Sir, the Finance Member assumed the roll of an anostic and proicc^or of thr: 
poor. Uo was argniog fur days and quoting chapter and vi se to show that the 
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poor w»e not affected, and yet he bcp:an to accuse the House of ipiorinK the inte- 
rests of the poor. I think on reflection he will realise what serious iintistiec he has 
done to UR.* 

Sir Abdnr Rahim said that the Viceroy's message merely n'prodtictd what Sir O, 
Schuster had stated. ‘What new facts bare yon ijivcii us to asic us to chaiifsc our 
views ? I should consider myself unfit to take part in public life if within 24 hours. 
I ana asked to chan^ my opinion for no reason whatever.- (Applause). You accused 
us of thinking; of our own ix>ckcts. Did we proi>osc a duly on kerosene oil ? It was 
the Government’s proposal. And did you not carry it by your oHicia] ^ block ? 
(Applause). And then you turn round and tell us we are iiiiniiiKlfiil of the interests 
of the poor. You have done nothing for the |>oor compaa«d with what other 
Oovernments do. The Finance Member ba.s talked of rarliamcntary maniioevers. J 
would ask hon. members >Yho voted n; 5 niiist (tovernment to tell us publicly the 
reasons that induce them now to rote with the (tovernment. Wo arc entitled to 
know what has happened within an cveninp to make them chanpe opinion. 

Sir Hup;h Cocke appreciated iho feelings of iho.<»c who still op|wscd the ta.vation 
proposals, but the House must face the situation as it stood. It additional taxation 
was to be imposed, it must be on those who could bear it. The iJousc should not 
regard the Govern nienl proposals of the income-tax rate as a burden on the smaller 
trader.^ T'hc fact nmninrd that it was not easy to fill the gap. It Yvns (piitc 
impossible that trade might improve a.s a of goM rains, or us n result of 

settlement of the constitiitionnl problem. lUit the Finance Mcmlier must lake into 
account ccrtninticR and not mere poKsil^ilitics. Kr I high ('ockc regretted the up- 
heaval over the Finance Hill and siiggesicd to the House not to force the Govern- 
ment to an unreasonable extent. 

Bir George Schuster. .*il this i-fagc. by w.ny of pia-sonal (’xplanalion. referred to his 
Wednesday’s Rpeech and made it clear ihat in n-fcrriiig to the sectional inlerrsi, he 
did not mean to suggest their own personal iiitei'c.4 ami if liis laiignagc had con- 
veyed that impression he withdrew it. 

Mr, A Ramaswami Mudaliar, wliilo being gralcfiil to the Finance Member for the 
explanation, referred to anolhcr aspect of his Wctlncsday’s speech when, neconling 
to Mr. Mndaliar, he. adoptcnl a high amt mighty nitilmic ns to the true voice of piihlie 
opinion. Mr. Mud.*i1i.*ir n'fcrrcrl to the opposition to the kerosene oil duly when the 
Finance Member dcclarcJ that the nddilionat htmlcn on the conHiimcr was only 
half an anna per nniiurr Now it. did not lie in the month of the same Finance 
Member to twit the clectnl meinbcr.s by saying that they did nut care for the poor 
and only cared for redti ing the income-tax rate. 

Sir George Schuster tilci viiuxl, })ointing out that kerosene was not the only 
riistoms article which the House had voted. There are many others which were 
voted without diviflion. 

Mr, Mudaliar — I shall omit stub liixuiies as wine, hear, etc: f shall lake only 
cotton textiles. Due to the strong agitation in the country for indigenous cloth, our 
voting on imported cloth stands on a dillerent footing. Last year, when there was 
a dificrcntial rate on Hritish cloth, there was even n w.'ilk-out hy^ the NatioiialiMts. 
This year we showed onr sense of res])onKibiIily by not even whispering nhoiit it. 
You give us no credit for ail that .ami yon ask whether ours is the voice of true 
public, opinion. If you want we arc prcparetl to go out into the country oii^ this 
issue of Inc Finance Bill. Therefore, nrgunieiits like ‘true voice of public opinion' 
will not frighten us.’ 

Proceeding Mr. Mudaliar d'seownted the talk of Its. I. (X), 00, 000 further retrench- 
mcDt by pointing out that Its. OMXl.OOO of that were to the mechanisation proposals. 
He rcferrixl to the 15 per cent, rctluetion in the a.ilaric^ of the (lovernmciil ofAciala in the 
Dominions and demanded the same in India. He (imphasised that the roconjuniDda- 
tion to the House was by the ( Jovenimeiit and not by Lord Irwin and, thcfilcnrc, 
he urged them to stand hy the original derision. . , , ^ .. . 

Mr. Joshi mentioned that he had nfien fjeen jid vised by omcinl whips tbroilgb 
notices where he should vote, hnt iiad aiivaya consigned them to the waslepaptf 
basket. He represenh^ labour and would alwas vote independently and asked the 
Government if it wanted public opinion why should it not ronslitutc a House In 
which all sociions would be reprcscntcil, . . . « 

Mr. Ra}u ^aid that the e»'Ofmmy fls, l.fnXC’rifKXI propos<*d In* the Government 
was poetponing expenditnre and could not in any si'fisc Ik* cnileef retrenchment. 

Sir Oowasii Jehangir said that the rinance Member had ehsllcngcd the represen- 
tattve ebarac&r of the House. Tht 7 were all elected by the Indian people. And 
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ho was prepared lo throw a chnllen{i;c to the Finance Mcml)^r to put facts fairlv and 
squarely before the British public opinion and take the verdict. Let him tell the 
British people that he was proposing an increase of 30 per cent in the income-tax 
of this country and that the Assembly was prepared to prant him 19 percent, rise. 
Though the viceroy had sent them a tecommeuded bill, they knew on whose shoul- 
ders to throw the responsibility for the action. 

Sir George Rainy pleaded that this was an emergency measure and that though 
both sides did their best, they had not been .able to bridge the gulf sufficiently. The 
entire Gorernment of India took the rrsponsibility for the Finance Members amend- 
ment. Ihe budget bad come uribalaneerl by putting too inueh on the indirct^t tax- 
payer. The alternative now before the Honsc was the Oovcrnincnt’s modified proposal 
and Sir Cowasji*H proposal. 

Mr. Talib M(hdi said that though he had voted previously for Sir Cowasji’s 
amendment, be would ask the House to grasp thn hand extended by the V'iccroy 
and vote money which would l>c utilised to ucncfii the poor. 

Mr. Jamal Muhammad asked (he Government to withdraw the amendment. 

The House thereupon divided and rejeeted the Viceroy's recommendation by •'iB 
votes to 60, amidst thundering non-oftic*ial cheers. 

Third Readinc Not Moved 

Sir fJeorge »Scliuslrr thereupon did not. move the third reading of the Finance 
Bill and wantt.d the President, lo certify that the House had divlined to pass the 
Hill in the form recommended by the Governor-General. 

The House next clor'tcd members to the standing Finance Committee and the 
Ediicalion Committee. 

Supplementary Grants Voted 

'ITic supplementary grants were all vo*rd. 

Inuring the discussion on the I ndo-Kuro|>ean Telegraph department vote. Mr. 
Ramaswami Mtidaliar was rn formed by Sir Joseph Hhore that the bcst'^Halc had hf>cn 
made, for they got C450.000 while the book value of the assets was only Rs. 73j9(),(j00. 


Elders' Luxury 

In H'Sficct of the Hiipplctncntary grant under Oouneil of State, where the Govern- 
ment montioniMl that ex))cndit.urc was p.nrily due lo the greater concision of 
travelling in rrmrved coinparlments, Mr. Rangaeharinr put in the suggestion that 
the Finance Meml»cr should w'ritc to the Council of State inemlMjrs that in view of 
the financial airmgcncy they should forego the luxury of travelling in reserved 
rompsiiniODts. 

loe Finance Momber agreed to forward the snggestJon. 

Tnti!R1>>t Free Loans 


IlisHMiiing loans, Mr. Rangadiariat asked for infomialion regarding the proposed 
loan (tntorest froct to the Afghanistan Govcnimcnt. 

TIm Finance Meniber pN^rred this being answered by Mr. Howell, Foreign 
Hoerdary. 

Mr. K. C. Noogy broiif^ in the question of the hiaii to the Nawab of Dacca, 
while Mr. Ranga iycr anggeatod that in respect of every such loan the permission 
■honid be obtained of the Asscmldy. 

Mr. Rangaehariar reiterated his ol)jc<*tion to the Oovornment of India giving loans 
free of interoat, when they w*ere paaaing the Finance Hill with certification. 

The Finance Member promtsra to ki>cp this in view. 
juBir George Bchnster moved for a 8cU*ct committee on the Income-tax amendment 
Bill and hinted that tfic Hill could be oirciilated by an executive order for opinion 
and the select commiUoc could ait in 8imla. Discusion on this was postponed 
till next day. 

Lord Irwin's Farewell 


28HL MABCIi ;-^Thcre was a uiihiiic dcmonslration whtai Lord Irwin came to take 
formal .farewell of both the houses of the JxgiHlaturc to-day. About 200 members 
wore prosent and the entire Asei'inhly chamber was crowded and the gallencs 
were pnckocl. llmre wae a prokNiised cheer when the Viceroy entered the chamber. 
He spoke lor 10 mlnnlca and aaid before finally taking action in connection with 
the Finance Bill ho hoped to convene a conference of party leaden of both honees to 
diacow the akaatkiB. 
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Hie Eiodlleney exprened the debt the OornDment f<dt to membcn who in um 
iue of onpleuantDeBs, rinks and bitter reproaches had attended the session and so 
pwrented a mde set-back to the cominuity of Indian parliamentary progress. The 
whole oonntrj owed them gratitude. He begged them to educate their oonstitueiits 
poUUoally. He hoped their association in the objects they had at heart would never 
be impaired and assured them of his aliiding interest iu every matter eonocruing the 
politic life of India. 

Thereafter the Viceroy shook hgiids with each member, bidding a personal lare^ 
wdU and as he was leaving the chamber he was given a thauderiiig cheer, llie 
Vieeroy then held a conference with party leaders. 


DiscvBsroK os Sai.t Bill 


SOih. MARCH :»Whcii the Assembly met to-day, the Salt Dill discussion wss 
resunied, and Mr. R. K. Shaiimukhdra defended the majority report recommending 
4 annas duty. Mr. Oiiotty said there was |>ossil>ly hoiuo miHUiiderstaiiding on the 
point of the Oovcrniiiont*N iiitciitions mid askiHl the Fiiiiincc Member to state what 
he wished to do with Uic proceeds of ihu lempurary additional duty on foreign salt. 

Hir Georfre t^chuster rt‘pliod that it was uroptised to give aevc*ii-ei|i^1hs of 
the expected proceeds to be devoted to ifu 3 di velopiuciil of ihu aalt indualry 
in Northern India and also to tlic iiiviMiigaiion into further sources of 
salt supply and further means to secure sieaduicss of prices. The misition, ho said, 
was peculiar, for the measure was only su^'^'cstid for one year, lint he expressecl 
the Government’s willingness, following tlie prmMtlure of the Road Fund, to iiitro- 
dm^e a resolution during the prcsitnt Kcssi ni to t arry these proixisala iiilo effect 
provided the House expressed its approval of the suggestion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim asked if the Provinces could devote the expected procceila for 
nation-building purposes. 

The Finance Member said it wss not pro|)Osod to iin|)osc any conditions in this 
conneetioii but reminded the Hoirbie Meiitlicr that the incssure wns only siiggeaUtl 
for one year and it might be unsafe to count on its con ti nun nee. 

Mr. Sbanmukhain Chetti said there whs no harm in the House adding a rider to 
lue resolution urging that the proceeds be applied to noii-rcciirring iiutlon-building 
Purposes. Similar uiidcrstmiding was given when tlic House gave up provincial 
contributions. 

Mr. G. C. Biswas enquired why the Finance Member did not moke this important 
annoancement when he moved his motion for circuUtion. 

Mr. Sbanmukham Chetty, resuming the disensBion, spoke at IcngUi showing why 
he and other members who constitnted the majority of the Assembly Committee 
agreed to the additiomd duty. The measure wos otic which was as much in the 
interests of Bengasi consumer as of the national industry of India. This was 
shown by their provision rc^rding rebsto payable under the sclienio. 

Mr. Neogy said he woula any day be exploited rather by bis own eouiiirymeii 
than by foreigners and in protectionist matters he would not take a parochial view. 
But the present case wss one in which be would oppose the duly, because he believed 
that protection should be given by bounty. The Govcniment bud done nothing to 
fulfil the promise of developing the salt resources. He wns opiXMod to divert any 
money out of the present taxation to develop the salt supply machinery of the 
Oovemmeut. 

Mr. Morgan said he was absolutely and utterly opposed to the Bill. Borne taxes 
were beneficial, but this wss immoral. Bince the lOtn March the price of salt had 
risen from Rs. 3G to Rs. 62. At the moment, when unity and co-operation was the 
big qnesUoo, was it logical to expect that foeling when a Bill of this kind wss brought 
forward. 


Dewao Bahadur T. Rangichsrisr said the debate wos an eye opener. Bengal was 
w blrtbplaee of Indian Nationalism and the speaker bad learnt the lessons ou 
Nationalism from Bengal leuiers. He oontinued : “Ancestors of Mr. Morgan and Bir 
George Bdinster bad crushed Bengal’s salt Industry. Bir George Bchnstcr is at least 
prepared to make amends for the past sins (laughter), but how can Mr. Neogy. des- 
oendaut of the Beonl Nationalists, and Bfr. Morgan go into the name lobby T 1 say. 
fhe mioe of salt in Jtegal is kept intentionally low for tbc pur|Knio of dumping. J 
aak Bengal to stand just a prick to be able to help the country to develop the salt 
Industiy. Why foneet that even the proceeds of the Ux are to go to your own 
pmvlaee T Why not use these proceeds to revive the industry which had been killed 
io that Bmigid may produce all her salt T” 
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Mr. 8. C. Mitra r^etted that Mr. Biswas was not present daring most of the 
time when the committee of the Assi tnlily csamiiiHl the bul»jc<'t in detail. He had 
come to the conclusion that, without uijuring the consuiucr, Bengal was getting a 
chance to revive her salt industry, ana remove the stigma of she alone being 
depefident on foreign salt. 

Mr. Heatbeote said if the tax was in the interest of the nation, it should have 
been su^rted by all sections of the nation but it had not been. 

Mr. Gayaprosnd Singh doubted if the import duty would afTect Bengal. 

Mr. Amarnath Dutt supiiurted the circulation. 

Sir George Schuster said the d<rl)atc was iiu usually intcresiiug and would lead to 
some unaccustoiiicd compunionshiiH in the lobby. (Laughter), lie had tried to take 
up an impartial attitude on tiv As tnbly ('ommittec but would state that he had 
now formed an opinion d^iiniu iy in favour of the bill. Mr. Biswas’ facts were 
inaccurate and he had not qu iu*il from the Tariff Board the whole truth. Salt was 
Helling ill Ucngiil at prcKciit far li :lo;v the f.-r cost of production. They had to coti- 
Hider whether the Taritf Board s Hlnfid.nri:t-<«i level of prit'C was fair and would ou 
average be of beiieiii. to the c *:: ; • ..cr. That was so, and it was with a view to 
serve the eoiiHumcr the best by tryn . 4,0 Btabilise wholesale prices that the Govern- 
incut were siipiiorLiiig the^bill. Jle udmiited they were tre.adiiig on iiiioertain ground, 
but if the experiment failed th<*y could return to the original positiot.. He eropha- 
Htsed that the essence of the scln me was not to protect Aden, but to develop the 
internal Hoiirces of production in India. He disagreed with Mr. Morgan who said 
the selieine would nieuii the death-knell of tht* Federal ion. On the other hand, the 
eHsenee of th<! seheiiio of KedtTalimi was for the eoiistitiienl members to set up some 
tribunal of u represent alive eliaractcr to find the best remedy on niatU'r.s of common 
concern. Sir George Seliustir gave permission to ofiiciul members from the proviii- 
ecH to vote or not 10 vou*. as lin y tiLd, as he wished the matter to be deiaded really 
by the popular votes. 

Bii.i. Passskp l.NTo Law 

The result was that Mr. Biswas's iiiotioii for circulation of the bill was defeated 
by 18 votes against 5 .‘ 1 , and I hereafter the bill was taken into considerul ion and passed 
clause by clause and uhiiuateiy passed through the third reading without any debate. 

Ukmluvk Forci: Bii.i. PassiiI 

The iiesorve Force Bill whieh was liassed by the Conn ii of State was then passed 
without diHcussion. 

Cawnpork Riotixo 

The clock Hlruek four, and the adjournment motion about the communal rio- 
ting at Cawiiimrc was moved by .Mr. Mas wood Ahmctl who said it was not his iuteii- 
tioii to create eommuual bitterness. He said the names of those who died in Uiis 
trouble would be written in letters of gold. Among those who were kill^, and their 
number varied from day to day, the luajority were Miissalmans and among them were 
women and children. 80 also in respect of the injured. In the face of this, he askid what 
was the need of the huge army, if the police and they could not restore the peace 
in time ? Why did not the auihoritics take precautionary measures, especially when 
they hod known what happened at Beuarcs and Agra 7 If the (^vernment were 
unable to give proleetioii let them go out of this country, bag and baggage. (Cheers.) 

Mr. B. Bagla was glad that normal conditions were being restorea after the 
viiiu of the Governor niiu the Home Member from Lucknow. It was regrettable 
thiw such a noble soul as Mr. Gaiiesh Satikar Vidyarthi was done to death while 
engaged in preventing further trouble. The Govcruroeiit should take such steps as 
would lead to the detection of murder of Mr. Vidyarthi. 

Haji Wajihuddio (Meerut) gave briefly the facts as gleaned by him from many 
oources, and said the questions were whether the local authorities had realised the 
critical situation and whether they took steps to cope with the sitoation. 

Mr. Harira] Swamp said the Government were responsible for not having been 
able to restore peace and order so far in Cawnpore. Adequate steps were not taken 
to reston order, nor were any precautionary measure taken to prevent the distur- 
bances especially after the lessons of Benares and Agra. In fact, according to the 
reports, there were no poUeemen to be eeen in Cawnpore, in the firat two days of 
tM trouble. 



w JUS. *;n j iim cAWNitHtE riuth i:t& 

Mr. ^mer^, Hg^ ^■cnstary. (wbii wiw oqiniMlI) iioiniiwloJ lor the dolMtel 
read out M U» oulw* the Itti4*.a re|>ori nwriMViHl from the U. P. Uovcriiiueiii Imhiv 
oil l«te|iho»iic iiiCi)rtiiAlioii J* 10 a. lu., to ilay. It kuiIikI : ‘‘Kverythiiiit ia pi*rf«x*ily ouki-, 
S?!;® nr lm*a aro Sho|m ao* Ui oinmi Hlowly. Some of 

the Milw httvp at-arUM working;. Th** city ia alill vpry imiikrky, but kii*liiiir ia itHiiiiir 
MlfH*. Arre^ U|i-tf»-UalP iiiiaijM*r IMl. The i*ii»iialia*a ar»^: ao far aaoer- 

laiiKHl I II, 42 lliiuliia and 0.1 M.-thoiiuHliiiiH and woiiailiNl :ISU, 2lU lliiidiia aiul 107 
Mofdoiu^ Mr. r.m«i*s«iii <*x|iriss(>i| iho (kiwriiaiPiil'a ijn'ait rpjjh't at iJkia traatHly, 
aud thcar aympathy wiili lla* irlalivi'n of thoai* who had lo>it tlioir liv<*a, or who hacl 
iMTii lujUFfd aad with tlitiHi* \vh«» aiiiliaitl Ionh. (.'rUifinm had bivii made that viuo* 
ioua aclioii waa not lakpii by tla* kwal niithoritit*a. and that th(*He diaordera ahoiild 
have In'cii lii'oui'ht II ii(b*r t‘< Mil rol milch <;aiiipr. lie could not aimwor thorn* criti- 
fiaina iii the fai*o ol paiirily of infoniiaiioii, |Miiicily lircaiiap ilie IiK'uI oflieera were 
ciiLMiRPtl lor iicarly a \y«N*k in ^’iip|ircasin}>. diaordcr and in duiiiK Ihoir iitmoat to aave 
the livi'M of iiiniH’ciil citi/ctcv ami ilicy had not had limo to at'iid dcltiilt^ in formation. 
iSut from fliicli inlorni:iii<Mi u i he it waa clear that there waa no lack of 

vii-nroUM action lorni the Whin the tiimiiie nUirUxl on the afUirmaui of the 

.'-tlh ill the Mall, action \\.c) inout'iliately taken. It wan Hto)»pcd. in the 

aflernooii, trouble Ih*;':iii inside the eity due to the iiLteaipla of Home to force Moaleiti 
iihopkei'iaTa to cIom* iJieir j.h'*|»s. This wa** of ii local character, aud waa riuk’kly 
liroii^hL under eomrol. Ihe Uisliict MuKHtraic and the Sti|KTiiilciideiit of Police 
went into the city. ’1‘hey ;;riii .:'i0 ot their urnuHl rnerve. 1 hiring the iiif(ht there 
was Kpoi'udie Ironble aiiil the troop; in CawniHUc wiTe eallcd out. Karly hi the 
lOoniiiiK of the trouiiii' was ajipi-riiendtHl and there was no delay hi aeiidiiifj^ 

uiidorctMnent and :iiMi pvilu i- were tlisjiatchitd trom l.ticknow. Two tuiiipauUM ol 
tin* Kast Yorks were :;.*nt tnmi laicknox; and thiy riMclK'd UawiiiMirn Ihn aame 
idteniooi). And as all ay.ul.'tble in i.||i.‘ Lucknow Uisirrve liuu lanai wail. 
I't'iuloreeineiil wen* l^•«|llisitiom^t lioin otlier districts. The position on the 2Sth Maivh 
xvas that leinloivi lueiits trom the outside districts were boi making, a total, with the 
Lucknow lh*serve. of yr.] in addition to the ordinary city lorce. Thi.i force was 
lurlher uu^iiiciitiM b^ n liels ol SAJ lueii. 

Aiiswerinu the second (diur;<c that the local authurilii'a were uimble to quell the 
Jisiui bailee in time Mr Kmeison explaiifd that unless all commiiiiul diwirderH were 
biou;;ht under control within the lirst bw hours the task of conlrulliiiK them bceaiiie 
u eradual process. Uaids lotik place l»cl\\c.*ii the iMHiptc of two Mohallus or iH^wmi 
two ^'ctioiH of (he jKHipic in the same Mobullti. In such circuuiKtaiiccH |mlitilhii|.* 
and intciiflive ])ickctiii<' w<'i<* uscinl but thisc were jK>.<Hiblc only when forem were 
udivpijiie. As Siioii ns I'iiiilni cement arrived piekeliiia and piitrulliii^ were put iiilo 
piuclicc. and ^'radiiail.> the situation xvas bruUi:ht iindcr control. 

To the chart'!' frcipiciitiy made that the (tovcruinciii were murd ready lo quell 
political distuiiiaiicc than coiiiinuinil dist in bailee, Mr. LnitTHoii Uccliiruu tiiiit he 
coiireived of no worse dereliction of duty on the part of a (toveriimciiL offleer Ihuu 
lo deliberately rtuiid by ivhiic the lives ut innocciil citizens were in jeopardy. An 
sram us |H»ce was rcstonxl in I'awiqMmv the (ioviTii incut would examine all uccouutfl 
in dtrtuil ill unk*r to .s(!e how such ueciin'eiices could be prevented iu the future. 

Hut it was primarily fur the hsideiH of public opinion and ol all euiiimuiiilicH to 
iiiaiiituin friendly relations between all eoniiiiunitieM :iiid to promote Kuodwill and 
liieiidly fodiiit^a. 

i/r. C, /latff/a Aiya/ wild tliut Mr. I'aiierson had kivui them un eusay on how 
the counuuottl situutioii could be handled and his speech bod Hhowii a fflariiiK 
diHcruiMicy iu rct'ardlu Ibc biireaucruttc method ol denlina ivilb law and order, 
lie did uot want lo know how many iiiiidiis or MuHlims were killed or hijuritl, 
but how many liidiaiis were killed and injured. Tlic iiiimljer of lives font rcvoilod 
to him w incompetence of the iircncMit authority to rouiiitHiii law and order. If 
there had been murder of oonic Eurofxiuii, ihm* would have lx!cn, oh occurred at 
s^lapnr, Martial Law. He askod why Marital Law wom not introduced in Cawiiporc. 
.‘You atew nil bureaucratic pioniptncHH and power when your own pnsti^ la 
involve^ Ihe Coofsrcaa Uoapitnl of Itonibay tella the tale of lathi ciiar|$ct on 
pincuul women and children. When our men, women and children ate bciiiK 
outehetM in the atroeta by hoolixana, thia hooligan Government abdkatca. 

OS the Government licnchoi accro to have told the Provincial Qovcriimcnfii 
inat tbef can give a long rope to the comumnal riotcra and men who want to 
.the ncwcefut atmoapbcrc that baa been created. There haa been grave 
owwictjoo of duty, Ucrc ia a niiort of the uioit rcapouaiUlc uewapaper the? ^'Lewder" 

^4 
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of AllahabMl which nUton that in the worai aflheted ana no polieciiiaii wan ? mihle 
tor ailen. 

Hr. Shaft Dawli naid sach maitern wen a doaentic ccmcern, and nhoald not 
Ufe been broaaht before the Honne, but he anked why they nhoahl eriticine the 
UOTemmont aloi»e. Cawnporc had a grave lennoiu Here tlwe wan no cow or 
mnaic qaeaiioii involved. Here the ifwne wan an eEcart of one comina titty to domiiiate 
the other and impone ita will on it. Thin domination mnnt atop if they wantecl peace. 
**The Cbngrean non-violence in againnt tbone who have brate force, hat violence in 
dinplayed aipunnt thone who are connkk^red to Ite hel|>lenn. tApidaone). We Mnfttimn 
are hdplean and imbecile. It in becaune of them* expertencen that I nevered aiy 
connection with the Congrenn. Let un change thin mentality if we want peace.*’ 

Mr, Arihwr Moore wan norry that Mr. Rniiga Aiyar bad left bin neat after 
tVoicen : What ? ) after an obviounly itiniticere ntteraiice. He comnieii<led to thi* 
Home the tone of Mr. Shafi Daudi'n n])eech. (Applaunc). If a pt^feci ni ranger ban 
been lintening to Mr. Ranga Aiyar*n npecch, hr would have thonght that Riiropeaun 
permitted the mannacrc of fiidiann in Cawnrore. (Voicen “No No'*. He did not nay 
that). Continuing. Mr. Arthur Moore naid that, time after time, riotn had broken out 
in towun where there wan no Kuropeaii iiilerent whainmn'er. and troopn were prom|»tly 
called in to quell the riot. The European community had nutlenHl heavily in 
Cawnporc. Mr. Itoima Aiyar’n nuggoaiioii that prompt action wan not taken iNniuwc 
no European wan amnitcd, wan wholly untrue. An regnrdn the promptiiefin of Govern- 
ment action they did not winh to nit on judgment an th(‘y wore not in imnnenniou ol 
all facts. 

Mr, A, Das agreed with Mr. Shafi Uaudi that the reniMmnibiliiy lay on the leaderM 
but asked the Government to cennure the ofTieera for not taking prompt net ion. 

Bhai Parmanawl agreed with Mr. Shafi Daiidi tlmt the miilier ahoiild not have 
been brought before the Uoune. He deiiuHl that the riota at and C'awnpoiv 

were communal in their origin. Mr. Vidyarthi gave up hia life ativing Mtialim lif(‘. 
He denied Mr. Shafi Daudi^n aHnertioii that Hindus wanted to domimite the MiiHliiu.s. 

Sir James Crerar spoke for a few luiiintm when it was six and the motion wu» 
automatically talked out. He eovenxl iu part the ground traversed liy Ihi^ Home 
Secretary, and said that iu the abaeiicc of full information, it wan in|V)Hsihle for the 
Government to give an answer to ail the iioints raistxl. Hut infornmtiou was 
sufficient to show that the local authorities were not supine, and that they dealt 
with the situation promptly. One thing to bi* nolnl was that iiente bad bot^n 
restored, and the immediate task of the authorities was to restore ronndMiec, relieve 
diatress and bring the offenders to justice. He tluTeforr reinforecd the npix^l of Mr. 
Yamiii Khan for the assistance of all cnliglitencd men, whether Hindus or Mui^salmanr, 
in establishing peace aud concord. Mr. Shafi DauUi bad struck a note of wisdom, 
logic and commonsciise for there was a deeper and larger problem confronting the 
country. 

At this stage, the motion was talked out, and the Assembly udjourmd. 

Tjik Wmilat Dili. 

SJsi, MABC IJ :-^ln the Assembly to-day 8ir George Ilaiiiy moved for the eon- 
aideration of the Hill to impoac a temporary duty on the importation of wheat. 

Mian 8hah Nawax said that if the British Government (*ould not enmc to the 
help of British agriculturist., it must ndniit that it bad completely failed in this 
country. SSo far as the objection from Bengal was eoiu*criied, they wanted either the 
permanent settlement to be abolished in Bengal or be introduced in the Punjab 
tApplavse). He warned the Governinent that many Ixigns contracts would be entered 
into and if the clause giving exemption to contracts was retained, the whole Bill 
woild be asclcss. 

Sir Cowasji Jehan^ir said that the two issues to be borne in mind were wbetbei' 
the Bill gave any aasistance to the agriculturists and in doing so whether it damaged 
Buy other intensts in the country. 

Mr. Uari Swaroop urged that the measure be made more protective than it was. 

Dewan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar asked why it was that the Government 
did not revert to the Moghul practice of taking revenue In kind instead of cash and 
torther what the Government had done to procure preference for Indian agricul- 
tural produce in Empire markets and what plans they had to take part in the 
Empire Economic Oonfercnce at Ottawa. Ho held that the bill before thein was an 
eye-wash aud would not help evau if the cause relating to contraeta was oniitlal. 

Mr. Talib Mdidi declared that railway frv^ights must be lowered and foreign wheat 
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boycotted. TUct sitiinc on ihc odge of an economic folcanOi He UTRed the 

fefemie from t^ ^hc»t Bill bein" mvcn to tbc Punjab Gofcmmcnt. 

j»r. solian Ssin^n bakI that tbo dictrcBc wab very aciite, and the Gofemmcnt bee 
ihoi^ no reMivccfuhicBB to m^ct it, m countries like the United iitiates of America 
and CSan^i had done. Ho pleaded for a Committco of Enquiry into the whole qnoa- 
tion to devise mcasurpi for help in the future. 

Mr. Biswas ja staRC withdrew bis Amendment for circulation which wa» 

moved on the 28tlk March. 

Mr. Harbins Singh movjd fiir the detolioii of Olanso Throe, whi<di exompts from 
tmy WMt alcsady ordered. .Several in *inhcrs spoke b)th for and against too dele- 
tion^ and evcntnally the amcndiiv^iit for deletbn was rqoctod by 57 against 23 votes, 
there beiiig 50 neutrals. 

S^ Oow.iaji Johangir thai move! an Aiunidnieiit. whereby (Ificon thousand tons 
of wheat »tiin.itc.l 1 1 be im|> jrttxl lijtivujii 1st and 20th of March were to bo oxemp- 
m from duty. Th: Punjab and U. P. tn;uibers generally opposed the amendment 
in the interests of the agricuUnrists. while Mr. Morgan was among the supporters. 
This amendment was also rirjoctcd by 50 ngaiiiHt 26 votes. 

^ Ou the motuni of Mr. Morgan. ac(‘cptcu by the Government, the House earrtod 
without a division fhs pcoposiiion that a new clause be insortCvl that the duty on 
wJteat flour (besides wheatJ. be Rs. 2 iicr hundredweight 

Bat there was opposition from tjotb Nationalist and Independent bonebot to thw 
next elau.se in the Rill, whereby Government was empowered to remit sneb* a duty 
or ^iicc it to such an extent as (hey ihonghi fit. To this, there was n further 
addition- sought to be made by Mr. Morgan so that the reduction to bo made by the 
tfovemment in the course of tlic next financtsl year might be not such as to make 
if lower th:in the vithimn duty of 2(3 per eciit. Naiioiialists and* Independents 
objected on the gnntiul that the Logislatnrc alone shonld bavo* this power to reduee 
the dnty. and (hat the Kxictuivc shouki not, in any cireumstanecs, be given the 
power. 

But the original elanse. together with the addition proposed by Mr. Blovgan, were 
lioCb ixisscd by large majority. The Rill, at thus amendea by both the motions of 
Mr. Morgan. wa'« then passed. The Assembly tb^n acQournca. 


Official Resoactions 


hi APRIL The As.semb1y considered a mimher of important Government rcsoltt- 
(ions to-day, which had lux'n ncld np owing to the Finince Dill debate. 

The House agreed to by 51 votes to 12 to hiir George Rainy's proposal regardlog 
additional payment to the Tatns in respect of rarb. 

Mr. t^biliidy'H motion asking the House not to ratify the Geneva Convention 
regarding the n^giilalion of hours of work was opposed by Mr. N. M. Joihi who 
wanted ntification. The motion of .Mr. fbiya Pras.ia Biogb for adjournment of the 
discussion to the .Simla scsskm was carried by 28 votes against 16, the Government 
remaining neutral. 

!i!^r George SchiistiT's resolution regarding the apportionment of seven-eighths ol 
sdritlional duty on salt to the provinces on tbc basis of oonsumption and deMCehnify 
of Kiich provinces using tlii^ revenue towards salt development, was passed. He Msuried 
the House that he would biibmit at the next session tbc exact apportionment 


was an interesting debate on (he Finance Member's rcsointion kf the 
appointment of an advisory committee or committees and the conduct of tbeie 
enquiries. Tlic idea was to ns.soci.ate some members of tbc Assembly with each one 
of the siib-commiticLs which would conduct the enquiries in well-defined spb^DS. 

Another (fovernment motion appointing a committee of members of the House to 
consider what action shonld be taken when an opportunity oeeurred to pordSM 
B. N. W. and the Rohilkliand and Kumaon Railways and report to the next 
was passed. 

The Assembly then adjourned 6’i>c Die, 



TOE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COONIE 


Pretidenl : — Hoo*ble The Raja of Sanloih 


Aniidii qbiiaI omnoiiieB, His Escelicnpj Sir Stanley Jackson^ the OOTcrnor of 
Mcaii aooomjMuilod \n Che hon. Lady Jackson, opened the new cfanniber 
^ the Ben^ Leeishitiye Cotincil at Gaicutta on the Otk. FEBRUARY. 193L 
In cbioff so Sir Stanlc!? Jackson said that the ceremony marked an important staf!^ 
of demopment In adf-governinK institutions in Benji^al. The bnikhni* siipiilied 
BomethiDc more than a meeting place for the L^islativc Council. It stood as the 
symbol of pro^^ress of India and was a testimony that successive promises honestly 
matte had been imncstly redeemed. It provided eij^nal evidence of the co-operation 
of tlm raoM, and in to-day*s eeieinony was seen ithe passing from the temporary and 
transitional to the permanent in iemsiaiivc institutions in India. 

His Excellency su;i;^ted that Uie duty rested upon every member 
of the House to study with care and as far as possible without prejudice, 
me statement of the Prime Minister made at the termination of the Bonnd Tabic 
Conference. The statement embodied thi^ conclusion of His Majesty's (Tovernment as 
to the lioim of advance to responsibility which the future constitution for India 
should follow as a result of the discussions at the conference. 


Premier'}^ Declaratios Wku:ome 


Rorolutions welcoming the Premier's Declaration were then moved l^y Messrs. »S. M. 

M ^^wpla. The first two are non -officials white the third is 

a retired official. 

Mr. 5. M. Bose, moving that “the Coancil places on record its appreciation of the 
drolarotion of twhey by the Premier" remarked that in his opinion the new principle 
of self-government with its corollary Dominion .Status, had Ixscn established beyond 
mtrovorsy. He was confident it would be cordially appreciated by liis countrymen. 
^ rmrds Mfeguards which would be there during the transition period, incy 
should watch with vigilance to see that these did not hamper the working of the 
new constitation. 


. n resolution welcoming the declaration, regretted that the offer 

had not been accepted aa spontaneously as it shonid have been. Mr. Guba could 
not understand why Gandbiji's eleven points should be made a condftion precedent 
to the acceptanoe of the offer which, bnrring Indcpcndenccwallas, and Die-hard Euro- 
peans, were believed by a large majority to contain all for which India had been 
atrivmg since the csteblishment of the Congress. 

Afr. J. .V. Guha in a rerolution grstofnlly aeknowlcdging the statesmanship and 
genuine sympaUiy with Indian aspirations displayed in the scheme called npwi the 
(tovernment and the members of the House to co-opernte to remove all obsihicles in 
the pra of sympathetic reception by the people. Ho thought, of all the canses that 
nahered in toe new era, the unlc^ning of the moral forces l»y Mr. Gandhi had been 
form^. He had united India in a manner never known before, he added. Along 
with Mr. (Inndhi a creation of moral forces, equally potent was the work of 
the great ^tromcn who laboured fer the cause of Indm at toe Round Table Con- 
Finally, he asked t^ I^al Ctovernmcnt to fall in line with the spirit of 
™ ‘I** niembew U> wttle thdr diffimnoo,. 

Dr, N, C, Sw Gupta, moved as an amendment that in order to enable the members 

S to.ooosider too Premia's atetoment in a calm atmosphere the release of political 
miiers and rcMl of Ordinances were essential. He was in possosaum of toe 
OQse when the Council adjourned. 


Ne^ day, toe IM, FEBRUARY, when further discnssioiis were resumed, barring 
a lew dissenti^to, the Council accepted toe resolution of Mr. J,N. Gupta welcoming 
Urn Pi^r B dedataUon of policy in India. The Council acknowledi^ ‘ the lar- 
mgbM wisdom,^ broad ilateamanship and genuine symMtoy with In&n aspirations 
wpiayeu^ lu mm Uii iuture Indian umsotution outlined by ““ 

Prime Blinister, and while calling upon the (tovernment to forthwith 


the 

an 
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obitacleB in the path of the sympathelic rccef^on hy the people of this province, 
Qigoi opon roerobem of this Honso to do nil m their power to help forwnrd the 
speedy completion of the structure outlined in the scheme, pnrticninriy by n satisfne- 
tory nnd uffreed solution of the oommunnl difTerenees, so thnt the*|(rent tiisk of build- 
ins up the fabric of a liberated and setf-f^verninp: India may be commenced by the 
Indian people with as little delay as possibla** 

All other resolutions on the subjoet were eventually withdrawn with the leave of 
the House. Dr. N, C. Sen Gupta also withdrew his amendment urging the rdease of 
political prisoners and the withdrawal of all special laws and Ordinances In view of 
the Home Member's assurance that as soon as they were satisfied that they could do 
without special powers, they would gladly abandon them. 

The debate last^ for nearly four hours in course of which all sections of 
the House participated. Mr. M A. Basu alone inlrodurcd a Jarring note and. 
as was clear later, was supported by only n handful of members. Hr. J. AT. Dosn, a 
delegate to the Round Table CoiifertMien, expressed the opinion that the proposed 
structure would be a structure of all India in which all would enjoy contentment. 
The Home Member, intervening in the dclmtc. explained the Government’s position and 
pleaded “with that large section of eomniiinity which bas up till now adopted a 
policy of non-co-operation to realise that the time for such an attitnde has pused 
and what is needed in the interest of their own province and of India as a whole 
was co-operation”. 


Tukatmkxt or PouTKAi. Pnisoxr.rs 


Uth, FEBRUARY The Government auffored the. first defeat of the sossion 
to-day when, by a majority of one voir, the token grant of the hon. Sir P. C. 
Mittcr for expenditure during the current year on n'*ronnt of new jails in the 
presidency was rejected The di?cision was received with npniansc by non-official 
members. The opposition was basc*d generally upon the Hllegod iil-troatmcnf of 
political prisoners in and outside jails. 

Mr, B. C, Ckattcrjec. leader of iho Vationalist Party, nmisrkcd that they would 
refuse the grant unless there, was a definite ns.suranei* from the Goyernmorit that 
the civil disobedience rwisoners would not be ‘riven Ijcatlng as a preliminary punish- 
ment bv the police before their arrest and conviction. TIm* Bengali, he said, was 
tired of being treated as an alien in hi.H own country and of being treated as lesa 
than mere man that God bad made him. The f<f»cakcr opposed the grant as a 
protest against the Iroatmont of polilieail prisoners in jails, both as n*gards their 
classification and the quality of the diet supplied to them, which, in some caacs, was 
unfit for human consumption. 

Mr, N, K, Baan was opposed lo the grant as, in his opinion, the money spent 
on electric wires nnd bulbs round certain places of detention was a misuse. 

Mr, Santi Shekharcamar R'Uf called upon the Government to change thdr 
mcntali'y in regard to the jail administration and lo realise that the political 
prisoners were not ordinary convicts but the future rulers of the country, 

, Replying to the dcbale. Sir P, C, Mittir pointed out the sudden inffux of 
prisoners due lo the civil disobedience movement. Before the movement ^ started, 
jheir number was 15,000, which had since liiercascd to 20,600. He emphasised that 
if ,thc grant were rduaod, the reaponsihilily for a worse ireatment of political 
prisoners would be theirs and not ms. While not claiming infajlibilitv for tbe jail 
^partment, he stressed that everything possible was done by it. The departratmt 
discharged an unpleasant duty in accordance with the principles laid down in Iw 
jail Code, in the wee of the most cliffienit circumstances. Many, he wm sure, would 
l®*rify to the sense of sympathy exUbit^ by the Inie Lt.-Col. N. 6. Sbopson in 
doling with the prisoners, but that officer met his death in his own office. This 
showed that he luul done his duty well in the most trying circumstances. 

Calcutta Lathi CifAii«B 


i2th, FEBRUARY :~-Tbc ConneW granted leave to-day lo Moulvi Jaiatuddin 
to move an adjournment of the business of the Council next day to discuss 
the 'wnhandodness of tbe police in having made lathi charges and assanita on a 
punecfol and unarmed procession hauled oy the Msyor of CsIcuUa Mr. BabMh 
ChMra Bose, on the afternoon of the 2fith .fanuary.’^ 

w House then passed the Bengal Municipal {Atnendtncnl) BUI brought forward 
br Mr. Mwiiiidn Deb Rai Uatod by 65 to 36 voles. 
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[CAIiCinTA 


The Gajidek Beach Buj:< 

Uminiment)^ BUI broaght forwaid by Dr. Naicah 


THb Calcutta Municipal 

CliandrA fiki Gopto Jirhicb had for its object the separatioii 
area from the Gucatta Corporation was nut taken np.^ 


ol the Garden Beach 


Dr. ScH'Oupta in moring the bill for the con*«toation of the House said tl^ro^ 
a bill sponsor^ by Dr. A. Shurawardy was fonnerty passed by the Beq^ 
but it was vetoed by the Governor. Ae matter was brooeht ^re ^ Ho^ agmn 
by Manlavi Sbamsuddin Ahmed but before It wm dwno^ by 
reined. Thcrciorc, the mover, who was a Member oi the Select Committee, thought 
It hio duty to bring the matter before the House apain. 

Pleading for the separation of Sc Ga^tfi Bewh area from t^e 
ration the mover said that the area was mlmbit^ by poor people, who were ®"®®J® 
to pay a high rate of taxes. It was a rural ait» end it was 
pfsople to force on them urban conditions. Besides it was by a 
came under the Corporation for. Sir Surendra NaA ^nerjee original y had no inten- 
tion to bring the area within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta (^rpora^n. 

The Bonblc B. P. Sintjh Roy, Minister for local Oowwment, moved an am^ 
meat urging d^rring the conaidwatlon of the Bill till July 
the reasons for moving the amendment Mr. Singh said the U®^®^®J®®®i 
ted the Goode Committee to enmilre into Uic matter, llic Commit^ Imd wbrnit^ 
iM report but opinions thereon by iiitcrc^b^ire such as the 
tion, Se CalcutUi Improvement Trust and the Port Trujt had Iwen recct^«« .®®7 » 
short time ago. He promised the House that he himself would bring a suitable MI 
in his hand but as its provision had not been yet carefully examined he could not 
disclose il 8 contents beniBc the House. , » ^ • 

Rai Bahadur Kcctiab Chawlra Bamrme regarded the separation »®/c»®«»' ®® • 
retrograde one. He failed to understand why an area which had come f®/®*- ""J®; 
tflgo of the great public utility services of Ac wrporation, ®J 

location and expert iidvisc nndet its employ shonid to out of it. The budget 
ol the Corporatioii showed that it had gone into considerable expense for the im- 

^*^]S\^&#r*^OunSragrccd to dolcr Ac consideration of the Bill till July ns O’fKod bj 
the Minister in his amendmone. But Ac was press^ to n Avislon. ^c 

amendment of the Hoa’bic Mr. B. P, Sin^ Boy was earned by 7J to 57 votes. 
Ae CoareciT then adjourned. 

CAixrri A L.VTHI Diaroe 

im, FEBRUARY interpellations. Ac Council took up the discussion ofthc 
atljourument motion. The House was crowded and the yisitcwi gallerieB wqre^roll. 
Hw Excciicncy the Governor and Sir Churles Tegart. Ac Oomimssioncr of Police 
watched the proceedings from the Governor’s seat in Ac TOilery. ^ 

Moving the adjotiramcnt motion, Maulavi ^alalnddni liwhemtf iwd that In con- 
nection with the various lathi ehages that had been ma^, he would not IkM any 



Ac responsibility for Ais was wiA tlw poliee. H® would go 
at he would hoM Sir Charles Tegan. directly or indirectly, rospon- 


bcome violent and i 

furAcw and say that ..«.■» ~ a 

sible for the dastardly murder of innocent men like Mr. F. J. Mr. W. o. 

Simpson and othcra. Knowing Ac mentality of Ae Bcngal^ he adM.Aat the police 
exc£« were responsible for all these regrettable incidents. Doa»lbing tlm Jjffc* 
charges, he said Sat Ae police, like so many mad dogs^Jell on Mr. BobaA Bose 
and chanred him while he was IcaAng the procession. The speaker remarked ^ Aat 
the whole Aing was calculatod and designed and done only to make a trial of 
etrengA wiA Ac crowd. The story of brickbaU being thrown, he s^, wm not true 
ter if there was any sucA motive behind, Um crowd coaid have made a repetition of 
Ae occurrences of I^awar snd Sholapur in Cslcul^ ^ a a ^ 

Piooeeding, he wanted to know why Sir Cl^rica Tegart adopted an attire cmi- 
trary to what was taken in other parts of India w^rc the Indepentooe ^y cele- 
brations pasoed off amooAly. He believed it waa deamoed to terrpnae p^le, aa was 
being done^ Sir GharloB Tegart whom the Bengal G^ernment have givTO , a free 
hi^. In the teee of all this, the drelaraiioni wm om fine jAruee and joggle^ 
of woida. II he had any power to shape Bengal politics, he would aik everyone to 
reject the oflbr. 
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Sapporting the motion, Mr. & M. Hum wiMi iimt Ihc (mlire kIiouM not hew 
uHMUltM Mr. SabbM Bone anil litH companioiin. While aUinilliiiK that they were 
ciinKMi in hreakiuK the law, he aaiU that the elrar reinrUy would hare beeii for the 
police not to ftHsault^ but lo arrmt tiimi at the earlii'Ht poNMibie opportunity. He 
realised the diflicalt poaitioii the^ police were fseiierall v put to, but reiiiarked that the 
acliou of the latter was iiiijtistiruil. He appi'aled to hin eouiitryiueii not to allow 
these iucidentfl to be made too much of to the exclusion of all thoiiKhl for the 
pro^nwa of the country. 

Jteuiarkiiifii; assault on the oi^eusion wa« niijuslilUHl and inhntiiaii, Mt\ 

N, K, Hose reminded the (loveriiinent that the ‘inills of Clod Kriitd, Ihoiitth they 
jrrind exceediiifrly small.' TIm* brickiwls thrown were non-violent brieklails, he addcsi. 

Or, N. C, ^n~Uufita reinarktsl , Unit it was a sin^TiiiK oiitrafKe. llie plea of 
brickbats IniiiK thrown was an old plea trotted out whenever the |)olie<* were iiijiirvsl. 
Kut it was dillicult to swallow it in this case. 

Jn the cminion of Mr. ./. L. lUtnrrJrr, the whole sisies of pnweediiies was carefully 
thoiifcht of and planned Ulorehund. This /n//// ehiirto' was nmd<* lo thwart the 
whole imlicy laid down by the l*riuie Minister and llie Vieeroy and no nime sinister 
obpHTt than this could Ih* cnnecivisl of. This nielhiHl had U*eii delilNTuU ly adnt>l<^ 
so that the people inifcht disbelieve the t>iMierosit> and fttitiu fittm of tbif Premier's 
Rtatciiient. If the Cjovern.inent waiit(Hl the ^HHiple to iM^lieve io that Hlahsneiit, lot 
them barmunisc Uu‘ir dissls with the deeiaraiton. Olhii’wise if llic spirit of that 
declaration was niillii'd by such dtHsIs nr misdiHsls wbieli lliey commitUHl on the 
IndeptMideiiec Day and cuutinuod to do so. the blame woifld rest on the Uoveruuieut 
and on those* who authorisud iitid condoned the incident. 

Mr. JJ, C, VhaUrrji, k*ader of the Niitioimlist parly, demanded to know why Mr. 
Sidihas ISoHC was bealt'ii befun* arn^U He refusiU to UJiiwe that the Clovenior had 
authorised the police to beat hiiu. Jli* also rcftiscd lo believe tbul llie Home Bleiu- 
ber did ao. Tbcii who had done it 1 Lti the liovcwnincHt find them out and let tJto 
Council know how the UovauuHJit waiatsi to deal with them. 

Mr, J, A'. BnsUf a deleifaU* to the Kotind ‘fable C^Onferonn*, woMdenal lehy liic 
(iovcriimciit had baniuU the Ivck'pciidi'fKH* Hay eek^nratiou which was aUowui io 
other parui of iudia, iiicludini; Bombay, which was said to be an area of ureaicr 
distnroanccfL He thouf^t the policy whieh had led to the inoiikiit couiplaii^ of 
should not have been atvoii cH’cet to. 

Tfie hoH. Mr Z>. R, l\<nticc. Home Member, replyin/', sakl his views on Ums Pre- 
mier’s declaration and the policy to be followed had not chanK'sl and lie hoped to 
be able to moke it perfectly cleiir to Uk^ uieiabem of the House who were cftn to 
reason that their action throughout in coiiuecUoa with the evenln of Jaa. had 
been dictated by a desire to preaerve llo* atmosphcie lor whiuh hr had fteded no 
the previous occasioii. Me had accirod a great deal of ialmwnrtioii poiutitig to Ihe 
fact that there was a ddiberatc plot to have a dcnionulratjaii ia Catciuia on • Jaiyps 
scale. Every effort was being made to gii the mill ouobes lo join in the dumonnlcm- 
tioii and all the information at their disposal pointed to a daiiKLtoiw conoentratfon 
of people in Calcatte on Jan. 26. In these ctrcomstauoci the ten. member thonkhi 
that no one would deny that the (loveruineut would tie negiocting their duty if thiqr 
had not taken steps to prohibit the denioustrslioiis which mbw have cndangeBed 
not only the peace of Calcutta but also of other parts of firngnJ. 

Ooutinuiug, Mr. Prentice said that one of the apeakors had nrade an alta^ on 
Hir Charles 'jR'gart. The hon. member protested against the atta^ and said that 
whatever was done in this matter was done with tiic full sppfovsl of the <lovem« 
meot and the nspoiiaibility was with them. After the oidpni nada socUoo , Of of 
the Police Act had been issued, steps were taken to serve it on various people, one 
of them beuig Mr. Hubhas Bose, because the iiiftwination at Clw ^sposal of Ilia 
Govern meut showed that whatever was bring done in llto nmUer erf bobhng domoo^ 
tratioDs was in accordance with the directions of the Worfong Ckminittae of the 
Conness. When an ofBoer went to serve t^ order on Mr. Bose, the bdtor Mated 
that M was going to diefy it. This was an open dcclaratiou of war and the Uovem* 
nient consider!^ it necessary to take fnrthk steps lo^ see whether they could not 
persuade Mr. Boae and his colleagues lo drop their inteoii(ra. j ^ 

Efforts were made to get into touch wilh Mr. Subbos ^laadra Bom and 
an iotcrmediaiy waa soenntL There were tdepbonic oonvcrMUpiis ud on 
1^ of the 2601 there was a meeting of various Congress icoders at which the sitna- 
Oon was diicassed. The Government went out of their way to communicate lo thM 
meeting the secret information that they had received about the intentioo of the 
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Viceroy to releafie members of Uic Working Onnimittec. It was fintlly decided ' that 
one of them would go to Allahalmd and try to perauade the Icadera tJiere to call ofT 
the demouHtration. It wan aim arranged that if that luiwiioo failed, there ahould tie 
preventive arreata of four, one of them tieing Mr. Bom. ft wna arranged that theae 
preventive arreata ahould take place at th«Mr renidenee and that they ahould lie de- 
tained until the evening when they would lie released, for it waa admitted that if the 
ieadera were put under arreat there was practically no chance of anv diaturliunce 
occurring, it waa agreed that the (AiiumiMHioner of I'olict* should wait until 11 
o'clock on the 2(lth Ix^hire he to<ik n(‘tion. 

But aa a matter of fact further time was given and it wa*' not until 1 p. in. that 
the Ooinmiaaioner of Police acted, lie then arreiiltHl thre«> of tht* leadiTs. The fourth. 
Mr. Boae, waa found to lie not at home and in spile of the* leniieMtH made to him liy 
mmc of hia friends he refused to return hoiin* and siiiil that he waa sitting as 
Mayor in the Mayoral chair tri tiaiiaaet Mayoral business in the Cor)joration ollice. 
It waa obvioualy im|iossible for the f iovtTiinieiit to arrest the Mayor in the Corpora- 
tion office. There waa nothing to show that had changed his mind and that he 
atill inhiided to defy the ordi^r 0 |N>iiiy. AiTuiigeineiits wcii*. made on the Maidan 
and a large nutiilier* of ixHiple colh‘et(d during the afternofui. The area round thi‘ 
Ochterlony luonuint'iit waa gmerally kept clear and linnlly ii nuiidaw of women 
forced their way through, hut they wtTc not int(‘rft>rrd with liy tin* |ioIice. Some- 
where about 4-20 p. iii. Mr. Bom> suddenly emerged from the I'orporatioii ofliee 
accompiuiied by a crowd of 500, and procmlid down Cor|Mii-ution Strml towarda the 
Maidan. 

Mr. Prentice continind that according tfi Ibe report wbieh was rivordcd imiiicdia- 
t«4y aftenvarda by the Deputy ('ominisiuoiior of the south district, Mr. Bose was 
waving a large tri-colourcd ilug. As thi* proiM^sinn (‘ume towards the Maidan, it was 
joined by about 11.000 pco|jle from ail sides. At the crossing of ChowringhiH! Road 
uud Corporation .Str^M, it war. sto)ip<*d by eonHlables and iiiouiikd police. The 
Aaaiatant Coiuniwaioner of Police, south district, distributed six copies of ibc (^otn- 
miaaioiicr’a order to aonic of the ueopic who were forming the bodyguard of Mr. 
Boac and cxpliiiucd to them that they could not go on furtJu^r and ought to diapcrsc. 
Inilcad of obeying the order. Mr. Bose rushiHl lorwiM’d. followed by the crowd which 
started throwing brickbats, aiul the Deputy CommiHsioiiei directed the AHsistuiit 
Conimiaaioner to arrest Mr. Boac. 

The Home Member referred to the judguicnts of the Chief Presidency Magiatratc 
and of the High Court, both of whom bad mciiiioiied that brickbats were thrown at 
the police by the crowd and that Mr. Bose was arrested subsisiucut to this attack. 
No one regretted the occurrence more than the (Joveriimcnt and he thought that all 
fair-mindcHl Members of the Mouse would realise that the Go vcriiincnt bad done every- 
thing poBhible to prevent it occurring and to secure Mr. Ikise agaiiist the cuiiscc|ueuce 
of hia aclbn. But he buuscif bud forced ibe occurrence by brciikhig the agreement 
which had boim arrived at and aeting dishoiusitly. both to the Government and tu 
hia fellow membera of the Goiigroas. The amount of violence used by the police was 
not at all eaccaaive. 

The Government, concluded the Home Member., had throughout acted in order 
to maiutain a calm atmosphere in accordance with the auirit of the Prime Miiiiatcr’s 
declaration and if their enbrta had failed it was Mr. SSubhas Cjhaudra Boac and uot 
the police who was responsible. 

The closure was next put and lost by U1 votes to 117 and the retiuisUc two hours 
having been over, the President, the hon. Kaiii of Shu tosh UiH:lared ihat Uu? adjourn- 
ment motion bad autoinutically fallen through. The Council then adjourned to lOib. 

The Jute Uicstrictiox Bill 

* IGth. FFBliUAJiY non-official Bill lo regulale awl control Ike protluclioit of 
JuU in the province waa introduced in the Council to-day whidi eventually decided 
to circulate it to elicit public raioioii by March JOib. 

Tim mover, />r. N. C. Sen Uupta stated that the present economic Grisis iu Bengal 
waa due to over-production of jute, and world aepreasion had only inteu allied it. 
What waa wanted waa that production of jute ahould be ayatcmatically rewulated iu 
t^tioo to ita demand ao that the cultivator might obtain a rcaaonably ^h price 
for their produca The Qo^mment policy of uou-interference in hia opinion was 
inexplicable. The Bill provided for the creation of a Ceutral Board to dem with the 
problem while the actual work of regulation of Jute production would be done 
t^ugb the agency of UnioD Boards. Care had been taken to sec that the work was 
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doM bj Isle’s repKWDtaiiTM and not by « atrictly of 6 cial aiceiiey. The Bill did 
not fnoTide lor coropulaory reetrietion, bat left the mailer to the Oofemnent to 
OMike rulee providing procklare for tcearing the foliintary eompUance of the enitl* 
Tatora. 

Th€ Bon'bh Khan Bahadur K. 0. Farotiui. Miniater for AKrieuUare» eapm* 
ting the circulation motioc. espluined that the Government had already uodertoken 
propaganda to restricr the area of jute prodnetiou. They however truited that the 
•iuugioa waa temporary and would Hoon paaa away. 

i ir.vTiox OF PoUTii Ai. PiuaoNEe 

27tk, FEBRCARY t\uincil rcjootcd to^cUy. by 61 vote* to 37. the leaoItttiOQ 
of Jfbafart JaMmfdw recoinmendiiiK * to Crovcrnment that all political 

priaoncia plaeed in Division III should at once lx* placed in Diviiion II. 

Ad amendment to [ilncr them in Division 1 was lost without a divivion. 

Thm waa a spirit^ debate over Mr. Htiahemy's motion, the mover remarking 
that hia propositiua was oif' of pcaee. 

Mr. Haahemy siid tlnit the clothing given to the nriaonera who were not guilty 
of offences iuvoivii'c mond iurp.iude wa'« totally inadiHjuatc. while the tliet waa an* 
fit for human consumpti'Mi. 11 ^ e(»n**luded that \i the fiovcrnment did not oeeept his 
proposal, the speaker wa^ Mire the Government would be cither facing a mutiny or 
nnimr-strike in every j^il in the provinee 

ine present clfl<«*itieaiioii w:h obj.vtfHt to a** being inninitotiH and unjuitified by 
a number of non-officitil luembir-i. 

Mr, Hutehiwjit. D ]iiiiy S H-reiarv. Jailn Department, speaking claimed that ihBf 
maintained the pri'^oners * at a stanihird a.** high in the n^t of the provinces ana 
nearly three tim»*< a-* high !i?« the geiiernl stainlarfl in the town of t'alcntta. 

Rnt»i'‘Tio\ oi .MfvisiKii^’ Sai.akikk 


i6th, FEBRUARY iion*u(fi<‘t>il rcHoluiiott propoaing the alteration of the pay 
of Ministers to Ks. 4000 per inonih wa^ lost in the Conneu to>day without a diviaton. 

Other resolutiotiH seeking to ri«Juce the aaliiry of Ministers to Rs. 3.000 per month, 
and recommending to the (iuvirnor the appointnnmt of two Ministers were almilarly 
defeated. 

The ameiidineui of Mr. V». ( . rhaiu*rjit;, leader of the Xiitionalmi Party, recom- 
mending to His Evcelh'iiey the .'ippoiiitineiit of four Ministers, within the bodget 

S ovisioii of ID. i.O'J.'ViO \vn> evi*iitiiuily uithdrawn. with the Uwve of the House. 

r. Chatteri<!c warn'd an <( 4011 ! nuiniH'r of IlindiiH uiul Mahomedaiia in the Minis- 
try so as to eimM * I'ae two roianiuui«i*’< to work on a nuiti'd political platform for 
the common bcnf.r,i of tlic Motherland. 

Mr, Abut Ei'r.t, Opposed the motion, but he said was glad to bear the senti- 
ments cxprcHSod bv .Mr. C<liHiU'ri<?e snd dutdansi that Maliomodaiis would like this 
principle to b» fo i l. Vi\l. If * I'.kd the peiplc m« lirgcand thusc in authority to 
see that commuii.il l•< 4 U tiir., f: xn brought tiWui ni Um provincial, subordinate and 
ministerial services wiihoi/t ?'’f* IvUst delay. 

Mr .V. K, did iic;' ipiirove of a aetticmcni of Hinda-Moslcm ditfereneet by 
a diviekm of the 'jnoils, wiiicu he thought was neither the easiest nor (he real way 
of settling the problem. 

On bd^f ot the non-offi dal Luropeans Mr. W. L. Travers emposed the moUona 
and anid that, having regard to the fwsi that they bad two Mahomedaii Mlniatsfa 
and one Hindu, a n*sulutioa of this kind was bound to raise commnnni feeliag tc 
a oarloin exteut in the future. 

Opposing the Btme Member pointed oat that the decision of the Conneil np-io- 
now waa to pay the same amount to Himsiers and Exeouiive Councillors and . luilfl 
n eontrorj tkeision waa arrived aft by the House on a proper occasion in eoiMMe* 
thm with the bndget grant, the Government would oppose the resolution lor isdo^ 
titm of salary. ,ue, however, promised to communicate the proceedings of the dnj to 
nm Governor for any action His ExceHency might think proper, bnt tlm Oovem- 
rnnnt woald oppose any recommeadation to be made to His Eseeiieney lor n ehango. 


for IffSl-Sg 

AM raM(7ARr :--PresenUiig the bndget eatimatea lor 19«I« to4to 
Mi; a. Mnrr, Finnnee Member, laid that the world-wlde d ep iemto n to trolto 
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and oommavee and the dvil disobedience moremeot were responsible lor a drop of 
Be. 93,9U,0U0 in the rerenae of Beoaal as estimated in the bndiset 1030-31 and the 
prospects of the nest ymr appearea to be eveo more gloomy. The extra expeodi- 
tare ander police, administration of jnstice, special tribunals, detenns and ciril works 
had been calcnlatM at Bs. 28,50,000. Added to that the fall in reeenno under excise, 
fauid rermiue. registratioo, forest and stamp showed a diminished closing balance of 
Bs. 44,90,000 as against one crore which had hitherto been considered the margin 
of ea^j. For 193l*32 the total estimated receipts were Rs. 11,17,10,000 and the estimated 
expenditnre Bs. 12,25,70,000, showing a net excess of expenditure of Bs. 1,06,06,0001 
Meeting this deficit by the opening oalatice of Rs. 44,90.000 the Ooremment wonld 
have s3ll to borrow Bs. 94.07^ (04,07,000?) 

The Finance Member aaded that the increased expenditure which the Govern- 
ment had to face on account of the subversive poliiicd movement had made them 
realise eiurly in the year that general rcfrciichmcne wonld be necessary. Stringent 
orders to oTect economy were passed and the budgt4 was thoronghly examined. 

In Uie oonrse of hia speech, the Finance Member assured the bouse that the 
edneatiooal grant to non-Government arts collcgts, which was withheld this year, 
had beoi provided in full for the next year. "^Hitherto" di\:lared the Finance Member, 
^*a eloaing balance of oOe orore of ruppcs has been regarded as the minimum 
margin of safety. It has, inspite of drastic economies, fallen well below 
that minimum and next vear will see oven our present small margin disappear.*' 
The grant of Bs. 1,29,(X)0 to non-Government .Vrts Colleges which was withheld 
this year has been provided in full next year. 


GsaanJ DiscMnion af Budget 

2nd, MARCH When the general disenssion of the Budget started to-day, a 
strong pica for the appointment of a Retrenchment Committee was put forward. 
While some attacked the increased grant to the Police, there were others who did not 
minimise the resimnsibility of those whose activities resulted in the dialocatioii of the 
economic equilibrium of the country. 

Cumar ehibsekhareswar Bay, Ex-Miiiishtr, on behalf of the Jaitdholders, brought 
to the notice of the house their precarious condition as having not been able to 
eolisot even a quarter of their dues from tenants. He urged the Government to 
come to the rescue cither by arranging with the Imperial Bank to advance loan 
jnrapottkmate to the Goverament revenue or in the altiTiiatire to borrow money and 
advauoe It to the landholders at a high rate of interest, making it the first chaige 
on the eatate. The Council at this sttige adjourned. 

Next day, tho 3rd, March, about a dozini iiimubers participated in the 
disoQMion eriticieing it fioni difiereiit standpoints with special referaiee to the 
gfibet ol the civil disobedience movement npoii the budget. 

OcBend latisiaction was expresscti on the fall of 47 lakhs hi the aext year's 
mnomt Uom Eadse and the suggrariou was made for the appmutment of a sub- 
mmsium 4o ficpfue a sebeme ot total prohiUtloo. 

Mailasi JakwddMi Hashaaqr apolofi^! to the PresitleHt for iasaiag a atatemcot 


10 tba pnaa ^ettiauiag the 
adyoaraMit meiion am ' 


Hashamy apolop«ci! to the PresitleHt for iasaiag a atatemcot 
g the xming of the Chair with regaid to the rttosal of his 


mill workcci 
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Ifr. Ehwaja SalimiiddiB opinad that the GoTeniiDaiit’a policy bkcepiog Um naana 
in illitaraoy waa naking it caay lor the diacootended poliiklan to exploit the maaaea 
to hia adfantaM and the only draatie remedy wu maas edacatkHi. 

The OonneiT at thia Htaxe adjoariied till March 17 irhen roiing on itraota 
oommenced. 

Voting on Bodgot Grants 

I7th. MARCH :-»Votin^ on the budget granU comnieiiued lo^y when the entire 
demand o( Ra. 4MUCXX) for Lind Rovenue waa aanctionod without a out. 

Replying to the Raja of Nashtpur who. by a token eat, raiaed the question of 
glettig relief to landholders^ Sir P. C, Mitter. Rerenne Member, announced amidst 
applause that in vi'*w of the i-eouinnic diatress, the Gorerninenr would charge a 
nominal penalty in ca««e of failure to pay the next li$t in time. 

Mr. B. P. Singha Roy, Minister, moving far a giant of lU. 20.06,000 for Excise, 
outlined the policy of the Ooveriiment in this respect He said that for the past few 
years tho Goveninient had bivn pursuing a policy ot minimum coiiaiimptioo of 
alcoholic liouor and drugs. For more than one rcaaon it bad not been possible to 
adopt prohibition as their g<i.il. There waa atwayK difHculty in making a country 
dry by Icinslatioii and the roanlia obtainiHl. in other countries such gs America and 
Bombay, had not proved fjnite happy. 

European roemuera ai)ptattded the Minister, aa he concluded hia speech. 

Next day, the ISth, March, the Ooniieil aanctionod the entire demand of Mr. 15. P. 
Siiigha Roy without a cut. 

Sir Aixiel Karim (ihuzimvi moretl a dem.itid for Rh. 10,35.000 for forests. The 
demand was being dis^caased when the Ccmnctl adjourned. 

Next day, the I9tU, MARCH, the entire demands for Forests aa well aa Remstration 
and Scheduled faxea, totalling over 31 Iskhs were sanctioned without any rednetion. 

B?. a cut of Ra. lO.*) a non«o(h<!itl memiif5r letl a crusade against betting and 
gambling on races, the in his opinion. Iking of British import. It was ml* 

nous ana ought to be penalised, riic Fin inco Mvinber, replying, maintained that 
the tax was intr'iidt'd to d*M*r<Msc betting and the iendency was towards a atoady 
decline. The motion wan lost. 

In conni^'tion wiMi the ctwMuand for Ri li.S3,GH) for Irrigation, ^f^r A. K. 
Ghuznavi said that OowrntsiMit hitmil to iMiablish in the u>iir fuiur.t a waterways 
trust as was rocoinmcndt.’il by tho irrigation Committee to deal with the waterways 
problem. The demand was under cotimd' iation when the Council adjoiirncd. 

*J0th. MARCH : ConitiMl v«»tcd to*<lay the total dotnaud of Sir Abdul ECsriin 
Ghukoavi for Irrigation. 


Ki:i*n rioN of MiyikXK.n s !*Ai.aRiiQh. 

In eonnociion with tiic liemiaJ at ib»! llomo Mernbor. lor Kt. 1 ,(J3,.'52.(XX) for 
general administraiioii. the <] le* i'i:i at t.io diaries of the Ministers was raised. 

Mr. Hiisan Ali prapiv;! ta rt i i*; the. -iaiariet by half, while Mr. N. K. Hmiu 
wanted to fix their Hiliri**^ a? U». fh’th made if clear that these were purely 

economic cuis. P.iin'liu ‘fV ili;i w'lilv; .Miaiiit>?rM luid Exocutivu Coiiinillors in the 
United Provin rc-t aid l*r iviin'c^ had agreed to Iskc a lts«n»r amount, thc>* 

apt)ealed to the to to the amount snggested in view of the 

icoaomic dii^trtHs of t]i* fti India, where a **half naked man" 

conferred with the ivpr.fienfativo of the King Kmperor. it was idle to 
that money alone heipe:! the min to keep up his pnwtige and sermre for 
them the confiduncu of th.* wiioH* If )iiae. Diacusaioii bad not concJtidcd when the 
Council adjourned. 

2hf. march ‘.--The motions of Messrs liathan Ali and N. K. Basu to rc’duci; 
the Ministers’ salaries were di-featoil by the Coddc:I to-day. 

, Mr. J. N. Baau, Liberal Leader, opposed the cuts as he did not like to make any 
*“^idioas distinction in the pay of the Kxeenlive Cooncillors and Ministers, while Mr. 

L. Travers thought that the rc'luction would be takim by a certain section of 
the Mple in Bengal as a vot4! of “no-con!id«inot*” in the Ministry. 

Mr. A. Marr^ rinanoc Memhr^r. ask^jd th»: Ilousi? ic atlhtfrc to its previous decision 
1‘jr equal pay to the two halvcv. of the (*o'*cr imcnt. 'I'h'.'y would >oon have a new 
tTOverumeat aod questions of pay would form an important: part of the discussion 
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•t <1m fMthooaiiiiK Boand T«Uo Ocmfennce. He added that lo Iouk a« the Bseea- 
tiire OouDcillm were given a higher pay. it would not be d&tirable from the politi- 
cal poiDt ol wiew to cut down the Miniitera' salariira. 

An appeal was made by some sections of the Hou»e to the Ministers to eipress 
their views on the subject, but none of them responded. 

The motions were lost without division. 

2diide The first officitti defeat ill with the demands for 

grants was recorded to-day. alien by G5 votrs to ill a rupee cut was 
carried, amidst applause, to draw the attention of the irovenimc'iit to the desirability 
of taking immediate ste^ to amend the UKtirions Loin 4 Act with u view to fixing 
the mazimttm rates of interest. Rarriiig this, the rota) tlemand of the Home 
Member for Bs. 1.03,%.000 for General Administration was ?.anctiouct1. 

24th, MARCH :^A1I parties in the I'oiiiicii. iiuliiding non-ofliciat Enropeaiis. 
carried a short notice motion of Mr. P. S', (fiiha (nominated) protesting against the 
proposal of the Government of India to a further duty of four and half 

annas per msund on all imiK>rtf‘d salt and to give rebate to Aden merchants. 
This, in the opinion on the Conncil, was *‘iiiijuHt utul iriefmitablo. und calculated to 
throw an unfair burden on the people of Bengal.*' The ihmgni (iov.::minent was 
requested immediately to urge the Governmeut of India to abandon i:. 

Mr. P. N. Guha said that this ndditiona! duty would penalise Bengal alone to 
the tune of 35 lakhs aimnally. IWiigurs grievaiive * with regard to •aalr would never 
be removed unless the salt industry was revivetl. Uttering a note of warning, he 
ssid if the price of suit was further* raised. Bengal ryots were not likily to rviuiio 
idle^ but would revive the agitation started twelve months ago. and manufacture 
their own salt. 

^ Mr. 0. G. Cooper, on behalf of the uoii-offioial Buropeuns, sii)>;)i>rting the motioji. 
said that the reeoinmeiidatioii of the Assemidy Committee was lurgiiy (aiirinocrod by 
Bombay merchants. They found a ready and willing support from » Government 
of India, who now obeyed the behest of *Ro!nbay to the sliirae of Bc««gd. 

In the opinion of Mr. .f. L. Banncrjct* 'Otmgioar •. ih . proposed duty, far from 
helping the indigenous industry, would Hiiiotli<*r it. IJ**. rvtus<*<l to sninu'i to this 
exorbitant extortion of the Government of India, whte's impos<-d this duty only for 
the bciioHt of a group of 8])»\Miliitivc merchants op^^ratiog from Boniba>. rhu question 
wu whether Hombsy should prosper at. thi* cost of Bengid. 

The Hoo’ble Mr. A. Marr, L adt-r of the House, promised to tdegiapb the result 
of the debate to the Government of India. 

25^ MARCH :-~By 54 votes to '2d votes the adjournment mutioii of Moulvi 
.Talaluddln Hashemy to disenss the "serious situation that hns arisen in the city In 
leamd to the Delhi Agreement by the execution of Bbagat Singh and other Lahore 
pnaouers'* was tost in the (Jouncil to-day. Most of the eloctt^il Hindu membeis were 

abaent 

Prior to the opeuing of the debate. 5Ir. W. L. Travi^r*:. on liehalf • { the Euro- 
pean group, made au emphatic )>rote-i aiiinst iha discussion of the motion as it 
wonkl accentuate the racial fieiiug an I do great disservice to the couctr}-. 

The trend of the am«ches was that the bureaucracy had done it des'giiedly to 
nullify the irwin-Gandhi Agreement. 

The Home Member, apoaking on behalf of the Government, (hat there 

was a very deep public feeling in variou'* dirc<‘:i *ns. but be ^ n<A-rr!y bot>ed that 
refUotioa would bring aljout a wide realtsirion of the transcindaiu necessity of 
out the Delhi Agreement and of bringing in a future uhicb would he 
happier than the present. 

26ik, JlfAiK?//:— Without a cut the Council sanctioued to-day the total demand 
of the Home Member ior fis. 1,99.88.000 lor police. 

Ab atlnaqfit was made by Mr. N. K. Basu to censure the Government for *‘the 
mkcaided arti vitiee of the Jessore INsrrict Police’* during June to October 1930. 
wfahi a anmber of lespeetable people ol Jeesc^e were sul^ted to Hi-trestment at 

haade of tfaa poUee^ espeoiiuly of the Saperroteiident ofPoiice, who. Mr. Basu said, 
the foee Aoiritlal *ltoy aa oktman. and cx-Pndeasor of the Narail 

VWiSa OoUeacb 
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BfplyinfT to (be Uome Mcmbei'e (ineetion* Mr. Bmq said one of cases was 
brought to the iiutice of a »u|irrior officer, and iiiotber was published in the INiuefs. 
Mr.^«o's motion ass pri'ssM to a division and was lost vy 00 voles to Iffi, a 
majority of the Mahoiueuaiis joining the officials and the European group* 

Mr. B. Maity, by a cut motion of Rs. i.000, critieised '*the accesses of t^ 
police in Miduaixire in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movemrat.* ne 
time-Umit having been ivachtnl. there was no nidy from the floine Member. Toe 
motion was lost and the on«dn«tl d'^nmad w.ih then psHscil. 

^7th, *Vd/iV/f r -TIn* t’ouacil to-diiy the entire duiiund uf the Bdueation 

Minister for Ri*. 1.15 r'l.t IV ff»r wlucatliMi. 

Several MuhotinnlMii inemherH mis*il fin* qiici-iiuii of Moslems in the Senate, 
Syndicate and o«her rniversity Imila^ in this itmneci ion. and panted out that 
there was not n Miiglo Mnlioaiciliin on the clerical stalf of the Tiiiversity. ^ 

Tlie inrnilN'i' fur ilic rnivrri*ity ui.lcouicd more Moslems in the Ctcnstehnt |>ointj*a 
ont that during ih»? last yoirs. ihi> CiiiverMty had roceivinl bynefaetioiis to the 
extent of llfiy lakhs from Hin*lii*>. alri** Moslem wntrilmtloii during the t>‘ nod was 
only Rs. iO.OCV. lie wsloHi ihc M'»sl<c! coimi»uiiily to create public opinkai si> that 
thc Qiore wealthy of its m ‘mikTs mij* ru.ne forward with b^cfact ioos> fst as 
the Hindus w*Ti* ♦•oinvrm.*»l they had no g indue and iliev fell that their iiitereW 
were safe in ih*’ h.iinls of I’m* Miiii^ier ami ili'* Vice-Clianeellor of the 

University Issh of wliom were Mahom. duns. 

Mouivi AIkIuh H^ainad remarked iU»‘ to iiiipuie niid piirfishty to the 

IliudtiM ws* nothing »-U irt o( a grosg p -rversioii of the truth. He hud r«*usvnis to 
iKflicve that M‘»>*lmti e )iuaiM .slisiH w -rr playing ili“ {r»ime of tin* l)iiPi»ueiscy, and 
belpmg if ill the poliev of divide and 

Mr. W. L Travers* mi behalf of the l^lro|leall group ap|H*al(il to Ixitb the com- 
muiiities to eo-t^perate with the Kdueafioii Minj-tcr. 

A token motion by which diicns.^fou wa^ raUf*^! was withdrawn. 

.VAf/U/f: -Tin pa^^tl lo-dny. wj h..ui *be dei^ml of Mr. 

Uijoy Prasad t<iiih.i l:>>. MiiiiHier. for Rs. 41.81, for piihlie hesltb. The 51iol^r 
was of opinion that ihr hc.ilth of ll‘iigjil wa.s showing signs I'd improvroient. ^ 
iiarrateil the step^ ink hy the departmeiii eoiicennxl in this dirwtion but regreiten 
that, owing to ('iMuneial 'itrrigi'n<*y. Hevcral new srhi incs had to be* postponm. 


•fOth. MAHCU : Raning it ru|x-ctu». !be entire budget grams ol the liuvernmenl 
as presented were .saiiei toned to-day. In counetTion with a Hiipplciiu'inaiy graiH 
for the detention eainps »t Bum and Hijii. non-official m*;n»l) is oy a nit uiot 
upon the t.TOvernmtmt the nciuwsity of releasing detenus in view m tin* fatM inat (ne 
f«nte of the lrwiu-(ianvlbi .Kureemeitl would therefore Im; fintbciv- . 

The Home Memlar a-suntl tl- Tluiio- thiit. tHjiidilimw neimitting *h(y wonW 
release detenus wiili ple.isiin*. hut Ir in wliul had hapj^ed. he et'U.d nr^ that the 
Irwtn-Gandhi settlrment hud any eflii t on fmorisiv. There was no '*'da'»t^ti 
ever that people who wore rf?-jioii?»il)l»* far the rcvolntioiiary mo^«mcn( hiai nreiaea 
to drop ih it p‘»| . y and ndopt otm <d ir.,oi-violemv. .i . j . 

The Horn- M* uVr sT.J that the iiomixw «>f Ur d.ab 'V ! i Vil 

Bengal Criminal L.w \:n.:i lmrmt .\/i whs 506. The Government liad rebns^ on^ 
who was f.nind to he limri.? and se:;» him to the asylum. Two w*. re eOiir.cted fw 
specific offences, one wa« ^?^il ah!;,-i,.jriin:;. f»i two cates, the (toycrnmoiit ''aneeilM 
the previous order. Th* (Jov^anme it aUo refusid to pass ordw;a m tt f ruse or W 
persons who were d;scharg'!d. (K the remaining 4*51 d^ciins V2 w re dfn*ctcd to 
notify thtir i*. •iden^;^ to the prdjce, seven were interned in the; r hw.i * * .i® 

•he viliagis. One was eiteriied from Bengal The Home Mr"****'/. •"I, 

Gorerrment were coii^^drivig the question of home df»mu*il*’ of Of toe 

remaining 306, 157 were deuinwi at Bujut and l»0 at M jb. The 
howerer bopid Hi ir,n<<fer.«ll the prisoner, in the iiair future i*> HiJ' “fiJS 

intm thMi tUmmm th,« HnoM that none was iiiirtncd uiiitsi the Hme 


them' theiw. He aii^dTh^Honii^hiri^^^^^ was «« Jg®® 

was penonafly satisM that a fn-ima /aeu case had bwo ^de M ImiW 
him. The cut motion was lost, and the originial demand carried. 7># Ctmnei* Jrat 
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President H ob. Mr* B. Ramaeluuidra Raddi 

The BtMion of the Mnclriifi LefswlHtivt* Council commenced ;it Mndra^ on 

Ihe 24th. FEBRUARY 1UH\, Prcfienting the Budget this Hoii. Mr. H. C. Stoked. 
Fioaiicc Member, said that the current wotiUl close with a d *0cit of iakhn 
to be met from the bNlanct^. 

Taking the rerH|it side for he ‘»!iid Jai.il rc\i;iiue, fsciuo and at am pa showed 

a decTcnee of 1*3 31) and 16 laklii* n^apeetivcly. 

Turning to Btidg«^t priinniit-a f »r 1Vli{i**C. fhr Finance Member said that the 
Government Anricipired a fairly normal hii«I «ome in.*iva«'» in mi.«'cellatieou<i 

revenue. The hrnv}' fall of 21‘.47 l;ikh«t wna antn iputed under c.Kci>c, stamps and 
registration. The * (Jovernuirnf had budacOid a Alight increase hoping a sligir 
recovery in tr.pb* c'lndiiimis a*ithin the ncsi 12 loonths. 

Concluding the Finaj.i*e McfulM-r said ; "If I am asked h *»el»i*t a rnoiro lo be 
placed at the head of om Budget, It would b ‘ i»s;tiiia Iciiu’ which being freely iii'er 

f >reted means wait and see. TiiiK’S call for cam ion and it is in this spirit that Bir 
mdget has preiMirt d.’‘ 

^ The Chief Minister, next ]»fescnt»*d the 5?vlrot ComnitP'.-ca ivp«»rt on »b»‘ M’*t - 1 
IVAtWee Tixatfon BUI iKidmovid it® eon-kb ration. 

Before this two iH'iitions wi re presenttsJ to the House by two menibtrs on behalt 
of the Madras taxi owners* and bus owners' associations risj)celively urging po^tfione 
inent of eonsideratinii rd the Bill. Fun her discussion on the hill was ndjourneii. 

GnNr.UAT* l>M t •^s|ON OF BmoKi 

The gi.'Uerai (liMMissioii on ihu budget which eominenced on \h*.*'i7tk. FEBR "ARY 
conclude on ihc .'Ov/ MARCH ‘I'hc ICiniie Member nplied to the criticisms relating 
to police cxcesMS and maintaiiUHl that the poli»*e discharged their duties satisfactorily. 

The Law Member uferring to ilv chHsifieaiioii of political prisoners did not hobl 
the convicting inagistrntirs ri*«|M)i’®i{ile in didevmining the idm-iheation a® th#*y rtfustd 
to giro the rt((nired inlorniatioii. 

humming up the di*l.:i»v. the FiiciiKv MemUr rrfcmng to ibi* ri'duetion of odi -ist 
salaries rccailfH! ilie spMH'h ol tlic Fiit'iucr Mcnihcr in the .Vsscmbly and said that tiin 
question would he coiti^idnid at Simla at the ci.'mfcrcMfC hi lwciui Finance Jih mhor- 
of all the l>rovjnc♦•^. jirnl>;d.|y -horlJy afiir rbe Biidgrt session of the .VsHiuibly. 

Sir Mahomed T suiioi. Home ' Miuihcr. replying to the eriticitfiDS leycIM 
against fhr I’olii'C d*-partnie»t. "iaid that iwo^ caf*e.** of the aliigtd 
beating of vulnntccrs by |s?lii'« men npoited in the press were hrouehr 
to the notice of the Foii<’e (SMuniiH^ij'-mcr who after cmjuiiy stated that iliere 
absolutely no tnitli in the said report. If tvie* »>ialai that if the ))ortce did not i:i 
lerfcre wluii picketing ioc»k place Ihi ie woiilii not U* any tronhlc. To lest that «« 
order was isstuil on .Tan. 26 to wiriidraw the )Milice and the n^ult was that p<«’ktting 
attracted large crowil^ whirh diribi.aict! thi* tratlic ami the Commissumcf f'lund ilno 
the ciperimcnt could not lie cotitinuisi as iliat inighl lend to n dinturiairn’t' oi 
the peace. 

# Tin: G.\M*»ii-l!:'vi.N .\pri:f..ment 

V2fh. MARCH ;-.-Tlir gailcrits were crciwdesl when the Couiieil reassembled to day 
af’er a short rccccs in anticiparion of an intercHi big discussion on the rcsolatiou, notice 
of which was given by the Kiinniraraja of Vjnkntiigiri. After questions ami some 
official business the ICuma»arflia niovctl his n-soliition : **This Conncil expresses it® 
profound joy and and aratituclc at the successful termination of the conversations 
Dctwcen the Viceroy ana Mahatiim Handhi and expresses its heartfelt appreciation 
of the inexhaustible patience, industry and courtesy of the Viceroy in bringing 
about that resuU. This Council ho|)cs that (he spirit of mntnai trnst which bs^ 
prevailed so far will enable a dispassionate consideration of the future S'jhcroe of 
consttiution and lead to a speedy and saltsfa''tory settlement of the status of India 
as an equal partner of the LTrit'ish C*ommon wealth of Nations and promotiou o* 
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coidiiil reUtioDB between EnKlaiiU and India. Thia (*4>unrii reiiiicate that tbUt 
Aemgn be eommunictred to the Viceroy. 

Dr. Sabbtroyan seconded ihe Etitnar Ka].a nf W-nkataciri’a iiioiion oii ih 
Irwin-Oandhi tfreement. 

Mr. A. Y. KT OtroplK!!ll, Ucventie Metuher. HpeakiuK on UrhaU of Ihe (loverninent. 
associated himself with the terms of the motion and said tbsl the Gomnmeot 

appreciated the part played liy Mr. (iitndlu in arriving; at the siitleiuctit. As far as 
the Qorcrnmcnl were coutvrood ihev were ^oin>f to carry out the itrnm willingly. 
Ho said that the nettlenient w^s th«' of a new era and hop’d that all |>arti^ 

and classes wojald coiahine tiv^'^hiT to deteruiiiie tin‘ fimire of India. 

The resolution was rarriisl uiuiiiiiunii'-U. 

I3th, MARCH: Voting on hnd^ft dtmanu'it liiiiiii'iimj in fin* CVutncil to*ilny. The 
Hefenue Menib(.TV dt maiid for IN. for iand revemn' ad min i**! ration ««'♦ 

first eonsideoNl. 

Tln‘ opposition h-ii. lies .avail, d »l J/ ‘ .•pimom. Ill \ ii. .-liri. ihi' (:.t'..*rninentN 

assi'gamenl |K)iicy. .^wmni Verik;Hiirli:il i-.i -md ili.il t; inrli < aiiiliit kill 

the tJviCHe that lu>s ih»* m •'tri:** ‘tud <!• ttmiid nh'm (»:i a ‘ .intory hasis. 

Mr, iHjolfy disHitproed^ of the p »li.*v "f iht* 4iii\ rmn. m riili)iiii‘ii)i' th i.ss Vsiiieiil. 

Mr. .\bdul liflinid Khan mov.-tl .i i**k* i iin .i.* the ocniieiiifs l.and 
rnvenuc fKiliev ainl reset ileiniMi I'ljvr.iii ai >. i • r.d .‘inl>»*rH who lahlid identical 

morions HnpjMiritHl th * fimver. 

The Ueveijiie Meniher Iimmii;* i. jili* ih*- was pr.'s-, ,| t*i a division aiul 

earrhd fiy ils a^iniiif^i :ui votes. 

llth — The i''oiii).*il vo;ed 1ii d.iV th* lill'L deihalnl Uil<ler • N» isf in full. 

J be cut niotinn for criiieisin;; ^ ioveriiii) M;t H ,*v. j |»Mii and mtiioi' tin* introJiterion 

of total prohihiii<in was rejcsOtsl liy 4'.i m* nssi j, vo?*-* 

.\fier the KxffSe dcin.ind wa« \ *iled th d*-)i).irit| imd ih • h-'a*! anipi. rrsenid.' 

was taken up. 

.Mr. Bimalia^iiii tli.Miiyai’ N nil n,.» iifj. nsli i.iMi the hiamp In* 

‘judicial and non-judiei ilj and ifs re>?*i: ’i n f*» ilw old imi* •Mrriivf hy 

votes a^aitisf 


l.lTfil i’Mll.t.l ttl Ml K IM) l lMCI 


Ititu — t|Ue*»tioii (tiie ill Ih. r.niiit’il iii‘d»iy.t*‘|)l\ i.ii* ton short not ice 

ipi'Miioii rej^urdiiiK the hnhi eh;iriri: in (ointnr .M i:*‘l» ti ntjer the linfidbi-lrwiii 
a;;reeinofit an*! the arnsf of Mr. Konda VcnkaM|»i»i>>a. tin* Ihene Me*niH*i said that 
lathis were to di**p4!r!‘M* a eoiiiuiuaeioiis nioh oi'l * l 'Cii of «li"jn oid or seven 
poli coiHtalilcs reeeive l injnrMs wltieh wi-re repoihd hy the d s»re i m*s|ieiil ofrlein' 
to be of a trivial iiainre. .^^r. Venkata ppii.\\ a who wa- aiie-i d eii tl wa^ 

r.*li-a4,»d on the Tth on rm ipi of ihc tioviVnordeMH r.d h in^' mi. ' ions in withdraw 
ad orders under ao-. 1J7 and al-o all ptnditn; prM»*ieii‘ioii'. jn ease' ir*>i involviuj; 
violence. 

Ihis Home Muubta' added that they had askwl Ih*' d -iriti ant Ixu hies t*i endeavour 
to obviate clauhoii betwiMi the pnhiic *iiiid the pidicr f -r as wa»* eoiiniateiit with the 
prerentiou of di!i>ird«’i. (Vinehnliiiji;. !i • saM tlia? n./ viv re;!r# M' ! more ibaii the 
^'ovemment for what had h.sppem'd. 


/•“y/i. Sir MahoiU'rJ INimui. Home MemUrr. replying; to a Huppicinentary 

nucstioo in the Oniiicil to-day rei'ardini; the aUt'^'s! laihi ehar;(e at Udipi on January 
20 said : *‘We may let hyjconcH be bypnn'S. ••s|K'ciaIIy now afict the peace aculcmcot 
hrtween Government and the Con^iress.” Hi^ addeil that it wonitl b«! tiettfr if both 
Government and the opposition turned nttention to const ruiitivc work with rejrard to 
‘wjtttttre cooititution. , ... . 

The demand under hi«d the Kxwuiivo CounciU tris.;rvi^) over which the policy 
of exteoding the term of Esecauve ('ouncillors was criiicised yesterday througb 
oaini Venkatachalaui’s cut moiioii was voted in if# ei»iir‘»ty M-day after auoflier cut 
®35*o|f the necessity of rcfdiatributioii of the provinces on the linguistic busts, was 
lost by 30 votrw sgaifiHt W. 

Mr. Abdul Hamed Khan raitufd diacu##tou by a token eat to .prot^ aMiost 
iMyemmeoVs action in demanding 8#*coriiy Iruin ‘‘Dravidan*’, a Tamil daily, without 
^ wsson and without specifying the articles to which oSijcctioti was taken 

in demanding seenrity from *’Swarajya** 

^ Tip Borne Member said that security from ‘ Dra video’' wss ctemanded only ate 
waimag the paper thrice afealast obJecOonabte articles. Regarding ‘t?warajya” the 
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Hona Member isid thet now thid the Ordiosnce was repmled there was no need to 
eooaider the question. He added that what had happened in the past need not be 
raked np and what the Oofernment wanted was a apirit of friendahip. The eat waa 
njeeted, 21 votioK for and 56 againat. 


idfk. MARCH :~The Couneil passed a condolence reaolatioii touching the death 
on March 13 of Mr. S. N. Doraraj, a nominated member. 

The demand numbttr thirteen for grant under jaiU amonnting to Rs. 37,27,700 
waa voted in full when arrere crtticiam waa lerelM againat jail adminiatration 
ranrding tho quality of diet anpplied, form of puniahm«Mir inoted out for alight 
proon offencea. release of Moplah priaonera etc. Xon-OfHciala urged the necessity of 
the appoinroent of a romrTiitti>c to enquire into prison adminiarrarion 

The Law Member replying said that crerything should be pone regaediag the 
pointa raised. Regarding the appointment of a commirtfv* of enquiry the Law 
Member assured that the Oorernment would give seiious ronsiderarion to the 
inimtion. 

The house then discuBSini the demand for poliiv grant amounting to Bs. 
163r33,000. Xon-OflioiaU h<nidrHl by Mr. Subbaroyon urged for an enquiry into the 
post-truce police eiLi'Csses. 

The Home Member wimuHl i^peoV&c biowgVw to b\m a-*, be wm\\i\ order 

limited enquiry into the same. 

The grant was voted in full. 


19th. MARCH i>)lieo administration was severely criticiHcd iu the (>>uuiMl 

on a token out in the police demand by Mr. Mahomed {^chamtnad. who nrgjnl 
tafer alia the disbandmiMM. of Mniahar sp^>inl police, t^oiniing out that it was 
nnneceasary under the exist iiig conditions in Malshsr. 

Dr. SubbiiToynn. the Oppo.<i i ..i leader, complained againsr rhe l ititi diarges in 
Quntur and Peddapuram afo^r the IMhi agovmciit. und hopt%l that rbe Home Mem* 
her would hold an impartial enquiry. 

Sir Mahomed Usman, replying, said that the snb*inspeeror responsible for the 
lathi charge at Peddapuram had liecn placed nnder auspensioti pending further 
enquiry ana that the no* ion of the poli^’o officer at Guntur would he enquired into. 
ODneluding, he said, that it was bin duty to law and order msintainKl and pro- 
mote good feeling b<iwcen the police and the public. 

The mover withdrew the cut and the |)olicc demand was vokhI in full. 

23rd, MARuH When the demand for the education grant emne up before the 
Oouncii 10 - hy a strong plea fur eoinpntsory ebanentary eudeat’on was made by Mr. 
^maliii;i n t'^hertiar of Orinliitorc whu moved a token cur to dviciHs the educational 
policy Of' thi* I Government supported by several other members of various parties. 
Strong objection wh'* raised by Mr. Pannirselvnm to the systi>m of mixed S(*hoolB for 
b^h boys and girls. 

26th. AMRCH :-*G'>verniucnt'a iiidiisfriul policy evoked much criticism in the 
Counoil to-day. when ilie deimuid for grunt for indiisrri(>s was made. 

dir A. P. Patro complained that no ni tempt had been made to improve the 
industry in the proviu. e during the la'-t ihnv vt-ars. Uc strongly urged the minis- 
try to. encourage spinning and weaving so tliut it might supplement the income of 
^ laboarer. He also appealed the ministry lo support the Swadeahi movement 
ftom the economic point of view. 

Dr. Subbaroyao wanted kbaddar to be encon raged as an economic problem and 
•aid that it deserved support as it helped the agrirnlturiats. 

Tl^ Minister, replying, promised to do uli be could to encourage khaddar and 
dwideahi. 


27tk, JIARCi/ :~The Minister fur Development introduced the Madroi Co- 
qperafitm 8deieti§» Bill in the Uoiineil to-day and a select committee eoutistiiig of 
K membeiB was constituted to consider the Rill. One member suggested that all 
non-^eial members of the House sii«*uld lie members of tlie select committee. Xhit 
motioo when prasied waa lost: the mover alone voting for it. 

The reinaimng demands for grants was voted uu the next day. the J8rh 3farch, 
whm, allor te guillotine waa applied, the Council wee prorogued^ 
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President:— Sir Lain Sitaram 

The Badg^ Seuion of the U. P. LesiaUttvo Oouucil opened at Luoknov on the 
llih* FArua^ I93L At the outset slowing tributes of respect and admiration were 
|Md to Pandit Motilal Nehru and Moulana Mahomed AU by nametous speakers. 
Kai Bajeswsr Bali, ex-Miaister and I>eputy Leader of the JMstionoUst Party, set 
the boll rolling and other speakers include Mr. J. O. Smith, Finance Member, the 
Nawab of Obattari, the Home Member, and Nawab Yusuf, Minister. 

Sir Lola Sitaram, l^rcsident, in his concluding speech, feelingly referred to the 
dsssling self-sacrifice of Pandit Motilal Ndiru, and adjourned the Home till the next 
day as a mark of respect to the memory of the two ifiastrious sons of India. 

22th. FEBRUARY At to-day's meeting of the Council, Nateabnada Ltagat AH 
Khan was elected Deputy President by iKl votes, against 49 votes secured by the 
nval candidate Kun war Surendrapratap Sui. 

The Council voted to-day supplementary gnmts aggregating to over seventeen 
Um for the current financial year without any discussion. The grants voted in- 
claded an item of three lakhs for anii-locust operation, and another item of nearly 
three lakhs for additional expenditure by the Police Department. It was explained 
uai abnormal conditions of the year were responsible for the inereaaed expenditnra 
both under the C. 1. D. and the District police. Terrorist activities and the taunohing 
of the civil disobedience movement uooessitated the entertainment of sddilionsl forces 
and the formation of special armed police reserves at seven different centres in the 
province. Large forces of police had to be moved conatsntly at short notice. The 
resnlt had been an unavoidable increase under allowances and contingencies. 

A similar e»lsnation was added in connection with the additional provisloB ol 
X lakh under General Admin istnitiou. 

The Gonncil discussed to-dsy the eetUement foreeante of eeveral [dietricte in the 
province. In the course of the debate Mr. J. O. Smith, Finance Member, gave out 
that there waa going to be “a lamentable tale of provincial finsnees” when the budget 
would be preeented on the 18tb instant. 

14th, FEBRUARY i^Tbe Council carried unsLimously to-dsy two reeotutione 
ttiym the tranafer to State control of the Bengal and North IVeetern Railway and 
the KokiMand Knmaon Railway aa well ae the BareUlu^Lueknow Beetion mom 
managed by the latter Railway, with effect from the end of 1932, when the existing 
contracts are due to expire. 

17lh, FEBRUARY Council held a brief sitting to-day and diaeusiad only 
one non^ffieial reeolution urging the appointtnetU of a committee to ewamim 
the preeent agrarian eituation and to recommend measures of reltef for samindars and 
tenants to remain in force so long aa low prices prevailed. The mover and hia aupporim 
nuuntained that the cost of cnltivation tar exceeded the yield in price of prodao& 
the loae per acre being ronghly one hundred. The tenants had no money and oonid 
not Ipay rents. The present distresa if nnalleviated would be a aooroe of great 
tioMe and danger to the State. ^ ^ 

Speaking on behalf of the Government, Mr. J. 0. Smith, Finanoe Member and 
Mr« T. Sloan, Revenue Secretary, both assured the Council that the Oovemment 
were fully alive of the position, and were doing their beat to meet it bnt muofa 
depended on the result of raoi sowing. A Committee would serve no uselal purpose. 
Oo the contrary, it would eutail some expenditure. The reaolutioa waa carried. 

Beitarss Distorbances 

« Bei^yiM to a short notice queaUon ^ Ghowdhura Jaggannath Dom, Mr. 

O. Bmi£ Finance Member, gave details of the recent Benares dlatuibanoes. Tha 
PoaitioB waa better there since Sunday last. There were only two *eases of assaoU 

26 
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yeiterday. and oone till hood to-day. The total ciHualties eiucc the oatbreak were 17 
xillad an^ over 200 injured, 

The Council then adjourned. 


Budgal far 1031-32 

I8thm FEBRUARY :^Mr. J. C. Smith, Finance Member preaented to-day the Budget 
for 1931-32. The Budget estimatoa are enrpriaingly Banioiiue and in fruniing them uc 
loUowing vital asaumptioiia have been made : (!) the normal momioon, (2) the 
hamning of the prices of agricultural produiHs together with the fall in pricoa 
of these commodities which the agricottoriat generally purchases, (3) the wil- 
lingness of the people to pay their duos as far as they are able, (4) the n iuxatiou 
of the campaign of civil disobedience in the various ffhases. 

The revenue for 1931-.32, iuclusivc of recovery of G4 lakhs carried forward as 
special arrears from the current year, is put down at 13 crores ami 26 Inkhs, the 
expenditure charged to revenue at 12 crorcs and 50 lakhs, the capital* nciipm at 1 
crore 88 lakhs and the debt head dishurHcinents at 1 crore and lakhs. Tlic ciiiTont 
year is assumed to close with a net deficit of about one half lakhs, that is to say. 
the budget year will open with a minus linlancc of the same figure. But aerording 
to the Budget for 1031-32 it is a revenue surplus budget to the extent of roughly 
70 lakhs. In the Budget for 1930-31, the (‘stimatiHl revenue was at 12 ciores 
lakhs. The corresponding revised figure is 12 crorcs and 29^ lakhs. The expenditure 
fur 1930-31 inclusive of supplementary estimates voted from time to time was put 
down at 12 crores 79 lakhs. The revised estimate is 12 crores 79 >4 lakhs. The fall 
in price and the Civil Disobedience Movement wore responsible for the deeivase in 
revenue in 1930-31 to the extent of 95 lakhs. Of this aiDOunt, two items iomeniiii;; 
land revenue and irrigation dues and totatliiig G4 lakhs are at prt'Seiit leiMirUt'd ui 
postponed payment and carried forward to the budget year. 

Court-Fees Amendment Bill 

After the presentation of the Budget the Finance Member introduced the 
Court-Fefs Amendment Bill and moved its reference to a select committee. The 
Bill aimed at the enhancement of provincial revenue by 15 lakhs. 

The Finance Member explained that the Government intended to put the provin- 
cial finances on a sound basis before their approaching transfer to popular control. 
Except one nominated member, non-oflleials in a body opix)sod the luoiiun. sugges- 
ting drastic retrenchment before further tuxatioii. Several speakers urgeil reduction 
of salaries of public servants in view of the fall in prices. The motioii for reference 
to a select committee was rejected by GO votes to 25. The Council then adjourned till 
the 9tb March. 

General DiscuasioN of Budget 

9lh, MARCH The Council met to-day for the general discussion of the Budget. 
Eleven members spoke during the day including Mrs. J. P, Sriva^tava v%o, 
In the course of her speech, suggested that the Council should pay greater attention 
to the needs of women, particularly in regard to education, and maternity and child 
welfare. She mentioned that, for want of adequate medical attention, every other 
child born in Gawnpore died in infancy. Other speakers suggested the appointment 
cf a retrenchment committee and the reduction of the salaries of highly paid 
Oovernment servants and also of University Professors. 

The majority of the memhvis, speaking on the next day, the lOtU, March, 
advheated drastic retrenchment, including reduction of the salaries of Government 
servants, and pressed lor the appointment of a retrenchment Committee. 

Messrs. Chiniamani and Deaangu and the Nateab of Chattari and Natcab Yueuf 
all expressed their deep-felt satisfaction at the termination of the civil disobe- 
dienoe movement as a result of the- Gandhi-^rwin settlement, and hoped that the 
partielpatUm of the dominant political party in India in the next Conference would 
result in an agreed constitution acceptable to all parties in the coun^. 

Uik, MARCHi^Tht GouncU dispersed to-day after a brief sitting daring 
which a roaoltUUm rtgo/rding the loan programme for the budget year was 
consideced. The bi^iig programme lor the next yeex will be very much reatricted, 
and confined only to eomi^etion of the works already under construction. 
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In the course of the debtte. the Finance Mmeber stmted that the fintneial outlook 
was worse than what was anticipated in the budaet. The recent untimely rains and 
hailstorms had seriously afiectod the prospects of rabi crops, and would add greatly 
to the difficulty of tenants in the payment oi rents and revenue. 

Ur, Chintamani, in his speech said that, according to the information available 
to the Indian members of the Bound Table Gonfereiice, the whole d Sir Malcolm 
Hailey's great ability and inflnence had been exerted in England on behalf of the 
political progress of India and if the unwritten history of those weeks of December 
1930 could be seen by any one, it would be realised to what extent the people of 
India were indebted to the advice that Sir Malcolm gave to His Majesty^ Govern- 
ment. 

Voting os Bcih^et Grants 

/2th. Voting on Budget grants commenced on this day and the Poiice 

Dmtffrt was discussed nt the outset. 

'Hie Xawab of ('^hattsri. Home Member, moving the demand for one croro and 
ni Itikhs sniil, that as a result of the Gandhi-Irwin agreement, the Government 
would Imre to bear the cost of the additional punitive police in several districts. The 
Oovcrunieiit nroepted reductions under several items to the tune of Ra 4(1,000. 

The Council carried, by a large majority, a motion urging the abolition of the 
post of the personal assistant to the Iiispector-Oeneral of Police, and another motion 
urging that an officer uf the tirovincial service should be appointed to the post of 
second assistant. 

A token cut of one rupt e was also carried asking for the removal of the invidious 
distinctions between provincial service and I m|)crinl Service Police Officers. 

The Home Member said that iluse would not disnt>pnar unless the two serviooi 
were combiiK'd and it was beyond the power of the l/)ca! Government to combine 
them. The ddiatc on i>olico demand was not hnishcdl when the Council adjourned. 

IVh. .V.17?r/I A lump rcdnctioii of Rs. 25,000 was accepted to-day as a 
probable saving on account of tbe withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience movement 
by the Congress. The entire police demand, less Rs. 70,506 which was the aggregate 
of the reductions rondo by the (’oiincil was voted. 

The Fovo^t Demand o*f Us. 38.04.859 was next considered. The Council reduced 
the demand l)y Rs. 35.000 under diflcrciit siib-hrnd . and voted the balance. Demands 
ufidtT the hojids ‘stationery’ and ‘printing’ loan and hydro-electric works not charged 
to revenue and irrigation and hydro-electric establishment charges were voted in full. 

In the demand of Rs. IRt.lO.TCO under the bend **irriffaUon trorka expenditure 
charged tn rlrrifue.'" tbe Council made n lump reduction of Rs. 5, OCX) as a measure 
oi economy. 


MOTiON FOR “CrT" IN C. I. D. Dema.nd 

At the end of to-dny's sifting Sir J.nla Sitnrnm. President, referred to the voting 
that took place yesterdsy on Mr. Ohintamani's motion of lump reduction in the item 
concerning the C. I. D. by Rs. 10,0(10. The motion was deelarea lost by 40 votes to 44. 

It had been brought to his notice to-day, the President said, that there was some 
discrepancy in the voting list. On a scrutiny, it was found that Mr. Jagbhan Bindi 
had voted for the motion, but someone else bad signed for him in the ''Noca” list. l%o 
President Ixilicved that it was an unfortunate mistake due to an accident. Accidental 
or deliberate, the mistake ivos there, and it had altered tbe voting position. Theie 
was now a tie of the reduction motion and bis casting vote was requifed. The 
police demand was already voted. There was thus no hniry about the matter, but 
as the incident had been brought to his notice before the time Axed for tbe applica- 
tion of the guillotine the affair should not be regarded as closed. Ho would have to 
give his casting vote, and he would do so to-morrow after due consideration. 

Next day, the Nt/i. UARCIl, Sir Sitararo, Profident, said that he had examined 
the division list further and was inclined to think that the signature was not 
ddiberately made. Tbe mistake soemed to him purely accidental inasmuch 
as the member while putting his signature did so at the wrong place and 
when he discovered this, he attempted to score off bis name but this was 
not effectively done and ao the Council Officer could not dheck it. As 
regards the tie off-hand he would have been inclined to say what happened and 
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tlm was no furthor need lor worry. Tlw Conneil bad njeeted the rednctkm and 
n a aa ed the demand and the Chair might aa wdl give ita eaating vote that way and 
be done with it but the Chair had to lay down eertain piincipBa and foDow eertain 
veoedenta. The principle laid down by •necessive epeakera ni the Hbnae of 
umimona waa that the eaating vote abonld not decide the point finally but be ao 
m?en aa to give oppmtanity to the Honae to give ita deciaion later on the point at 
Manei In this p^icular caae he believed it wonld beiopen to the Home Member to come 
^forward later with a anpplementary or reappropriation demand if he found the CL I. 
D. proviaion waa inadequate. He therefore gave hie vote in favour of the reduction 
and declared the motion carried. The result was that the police demand which was 
voted yesterday waa automatically reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

The Council then discussed the Education Grant which comprised Ba. 2,00,48^ 
voted and Ba. non-voted. 

. Ifr, J, P, Srivasiava, Minister» presenting the demand .referred to the achieve- 
ments of the department during the current year. The teaching in nual schools 
had been given a basis which would Interest boys In country life and predispose 
them to agricultural pursuits. Progress had been made in compulsory education 
whidi was now in force in 36 municipalities and 379 areas of 25 districts. Six new 
Government Training Schools for vernacular teachers had been opened. Owing to 
financial difficulty, it was not found possible to have large provision for fresh 
expenditure. The budget provided just over one lakh for new items bringing total 
educational expenditure to 16 per cent of the entire provincial revenue. 

Notice had been given of over 140 motions, mostly token motions, for the 
reduction of the education demand of which only about fifty were discussed to-day. 
There was ao intnesting discussion on the token motion r^pirding expenditure on 
universities. The mover and his supporters maintained that too much money was 
spent on university examination ana suggested diversion of part of the university 
allotment to ptmary education. The motion was strongly opposed by several non- 
offictali who held that the grants to the Universities were insufficient and deserved 
lo> be increased. They qxu&d figures to show how rapidly the demand lor higher 
education was incraaBrng^ The motion was eventually withdrawn. 


Disf usskm waa continued on the Idth* MARCH when there was a prolonged debate 
on n token motion urging that greater attention should be paid to the spread of 
education among the depressed clinses. Depressed class members— two elected and 
one nominated— took Dart in the debate. 

On behalf of the Gevemment, Mr, MatkmMc^ Director of Public Instruction, 
said that the Govemment'a policy was that no student shall be debarred from 
admission to any school on account of his caste. 

Ur, V. K JUshfa, Education ficeretary, eulogised the work of unofficial bodies 
la the cause of education of the backward classes and stressed the necessity of 
enconnguig their education in general schools and not in separate special schools. 

Another token motion brought to the forefront the problem of girls’ education. 
Jfr. SrivaUao regretted the absence of women on the local bodies and other 
institntions controlling girls’ education and suggested the creation of special standing 
eommittees for that purpose. She pointed ont that there were over three million 
girli of aehool-going age in the U. P. of whom scarcely 1 1-5 lakha were attending 
•ehools. 

2he Dsracior ofPMic hutnucUon^ in the course of a sympathetic reply, argreed 
with Mr. Srivaatava that the most effective way of combating illiteracy waa through 
Widespread education of women. 

In connection with the debate on another token motion the Director of Public 
Inatruckkm admitted that there was slackening in the expwion of primary educa- 
tion during the last two years beesosc of lack of funds. The expansion of iwimary 
edneataon ie added waa ktgdy a question of funds. 


17<A JCdNCH:---lhedemandfi)r Bs. 82,64,000 under the head ‘’Land BMwmis” 
waa diseuiaed at to-dav’a meetinff of the Council. 

'Him was n piolooged discussion on n token motkm urging the Oovemmant to 
amke lihaml xmnuo raniaalons to enable the Zemlndaia to forego portions of the 
lent to niiefe the aeute distress prevailing among the tenants as n reanlt of the 
abnormal slump in niioes. 

The mover ms ' u tiiH mr Bali, ex-Miniater, aaid that throughout the peovinos^ 
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taimto and Zemindui wm at their wita’ and aa to Bad aieaM to naka two 
ende neek. 

Mr. T. Slogan, BefeDve SecreUry. Mid that the Qofminant had midtled Idiarif 
imniie to the extent of ten lakhs, canal dues to the extent of six lat^ and Takmfi 
advances to the extent of lonr lakhs. This form of relief had been given in areas 
where there was distress due to causes other than low prioes. The Government were 
watching anxiously how long the present slump was going to continue but the 
Government were not going to be stampeded into giving away large sums of revenue 
until the prospects of the present rahi crop were diBnitely known. At present, 
there was no intention to grant any more remissions in respeet of the Ifest kharif 
dues, but the Zemindars were being given ample time to pay up. The civil dis- 
obedience movement having been oalled oif the Government tvasGBd that all politieal' 
pteMure ta withhold' payment of senCs would disappear. 

Mr, Zahir Akmed referred to the resolutions reeendy pasaed by the United 
Provinces Congress Committee asking for remission of rent and revenue and said that 
» pursuance thereof, hundreds of meetings were being held in the* AUahabidi district 
f39 Congress leaders. There might not be any politicai pBopagaodur but there was 
the stem fast that the tenants hsd no money to pay renlu Zemindars and theix 
employees, whenever they went to realise the lenta, went at the riak of their lives. 

Mr. J. C. Smith, Pinanee Member, said that the Government could not afibrd to 
tose a rupee of the land revenue to which they were entitled and conid not oonaldar 
the (inestioo of all round remiasioiia. The Government had already asked for reports 
from the District Officers, and would carefully ecnaidet them. Immediate aotloii 
meant indiscriminate aetion which would involve waste cl revenue. 

Mr, C, Y, ChitUamain, supporting the moiiou, Mid that thejpoeitfon must bt 
grave when oo the morrow of the Delbt settlement, the Previneial CongreN Commi- 
ttee, which was closely la touch with the villages, deemed it its duty to> record tha 
xeeolutioos leferred to by Mr. Zahir Ahmad. The token motif was adopted. 

18ih, MJJiCH>^k substantia] cut of half a bkh was effbeted to-day far respect 
of the demand for the colleotioo and administrattofi of Land Bevenue. 

Rai Rujuwar Bali moving the cut urged the abolitioD of the post of Settlemant 
CommiMioaer as being now superfluous. 

The debate on the motion was proIongjBd, it being pointed out on behalf of the 
Government that the bettlcmcnt CommiMioner pertermed higbly important dutka 
coHirdinatiog the work of Settlement Officers scattered throughout the province^ and 
examining oo an average 7JOOO aaieMmeot rmrta every year. He was a link be- 
tween the Government and the Settlement officers. 

The redaction motion was pressed to a division, and carried by 41 voteaagafMrt 37. 


201k, MARCH A seriei of short-notice questions were put in the Ommell 
to-day by Rai Raieswar Bali regarding the **eoercive meuuie’’ adopted agtinit the 
Raja of Kalakankar and the Rai Sahib of Bhadri for realization of land laveuna 


arreara. 

Mr, J, S, Smith, Finance Member, replying, Mid that queetiona were ahowa to 
him only the previous day. and as they z^tra to mattera aa to which information 
had to oe obtained from the diatriet concerned, it wee not poeeibic for him to give 
detailed replies. The information at present available to the Government was 
confined to a Prern talmam from Lucknow and eerUin flgnzei given by tha 
^uas^ner himself. The PrcM mesMge made no mention oi the iSal Sabah of 

As regards the Baja of Kalakanker, the figure given, indlmda hit kharif 
deniand was joat over Ra.90,000, of which up to the lOtb Mardi to 1^ paid Uttia over 
Ba. 50,000 but bia payments fell below even half of his admitted rent ooDeetiona. 
Under such dreumstanoes, the Govemment could take no exception to the naa of 
coodve measure. 


Mr, a Y. Chiniatnani enquired what efforU, if any, the FbtM Monber did 
make to get infcMrautioo on tto matter from Partabgnrb ever since it first came to 

Itif nftii ftf , 

n$ Finanei Mtmtir trplicd tlut be Iwd w ftr omHted to md only tpuiieo to 
the IMatiiet eoDcenifdi 

Mr.,CkkUamam banded over a notice to tto Cliair signifying his Intcnlion to 
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Int be boped tbej wm uaiten of the ptit, and it were beet to let bygonee be 
WM withdrawn. 


Jfr. Ckiniamani moved a rtdnelion of the demand under '^Adminiatration of 
Juatiee^* by Be. 10,000 in reapeet of the item coucorning temporary conrta. He 
urged that every pie apeot by the State in coiiiiectioii wiib tbo Meerut Coiiapiraoy 
etna muat be borne by the Qofernmeut of India. 

Ihe yiutab of Chatlari, Home Member, opuoaiiiK aaid that the coat of the court 
had to be borne by the U. P. (tovornment. The Ciorernment of India, like any 
other complainant, waa entilied to iiiHiicc frve of coat. The reduction motiou waa 
carried by 29 votea agaiiiat 26. 


2»ird, MAiZC//;— 111 coniicction with the diacuaHion of the Itudgct demand to-day 
under the head **Adiuiniatratioii of .luatiee”, Mrs. J. P. SrivatHara ngretrod the total 
abaence of women from the iudiciary, and pleaded for the appoiiituient of aonie 
women oa honorary maK;istr*U‘M. 

The Nawab of ChatUiri, Home MemlK^r. aaHund her tbiit the Govcrniiioiit would 
gladly make aiich apiMnntiuenta if Huitahlc womoii were willing to otter their aervicca 
to take up the work. 


24th. MARCH '.—'tvto token ciita movinl by lliii Ibiyshwiir llali uiid«»r the Afrvfica/ 
Letnand were earrn'd without diviHicn by the Countil, protcHting ngaiiiat 
the abaolute moiio|K)ly tMijoyini by the I. M. S. of the poHt of iiiMpccKir-geiieral of 
civil hoapitairi and the rehcrvatioii of no IcHrt than 1 j poata of eivit aurgtiina at all 
the more importiuit towiia in the provtiu'c to the imniibcra of that acrvice. It waa 
made clear in the course of the dt^bnto by Mr. Ohintnmani and othera that the 
Council waa only iiitert'HU'd in the iini'Htioii of policy and had not ihc alightcat objec- 
tion to the aptM>iiiluieiit of the prirscnt liisticctor-ComTal, Lt.-Ool. Nutt on poraonal 
grounds. 

Maharaikutuar Major Mahijit Singh aaid hp had proteaUd i^nat the control 
exercised by the Government of India in regard to the choice of liiapector-Cioueral 
of Civil UoHpitnla, but appartniily no hmi had Ihvii paid to hia protest. 

Another token cut moved by Mr- Chiiitamaiii waa alao carried without division, 
regarding the poaitioii niid proN}x*r*ia of members of the Slate Medical Faculty in the 
province. 

Bao Kriahna Pal Singh complained that injured Congress volunteers had been 
refused treatment at the Agra hoapital, but no reply waa forthcoming from the 
Government beaches. 


2oth. MARCH :>-To-day being the last day for voting the demands, the gniliotnie 
waa applied at b o'clock and all the iiiidiapoacd deuianda were votoa without 

diSCBBSlOO. 

The Medical demand waa diacusaod for almost the entire day and several token 
cuts were moved and withdrawn after diacuMion. The Public Health demand could 
only be (Uacuaacd for five minutea. 

*1 am aahamed to confess that what I saw can only be diucribed as a diagraeo to 
the fiiir name of the province.'— said Mabarai-Kumar Major Mahijit Singh, Miniitor, 
in reference to several hospitals at district head-quarters he nad visits, 
iiichiding the Colvin Hospiial at Allahabad. The question of the lm|wovemeut 
of these hospitals was raised by Mr. Chiiitamani by means of a token reduction 
of Ks. la 

In the course of the diseussiou, serious difiercncc of opinion arose between the 
Minister and hia distinguished predecessor in office* liai Itajeshwar Dali na to the. 
heat method of running such hospitals in an efficient manner. The former was lor 
provincialiaiog them, while the latter on the contrary thought that it waa not a 
desirable step to take. The Mabaraj-Kumar undertook to constitute a committee to 
n into this important qncatioii consisting of himself, the secretary to the Medical 
deportment and the inspector-general of civil hospitals and the motion was even- 
tnally withdrawn. 

The CawDpove Riots 

26Ht, MARCH An adjournmeut motion moved by Khan Bahadur Hafix Hklayat 
Husain to discuss the failure of the Government in restoring peace and order in 
Cawnpore, waa talked out in the Council io-day and the mover rose too late to 
withdraw it as he did not want to embarrass tne Government offcials handling the 
situation. 
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Rfttbcr curious suggestions were made by Mr. 8L George Jackson, representing 
the European community, and Mr. U. C. Desanges, nominated member for ttm 
Auglo-Indian community, regarding the best manner of restoring normal conditions. 
The former wanted the imposition of punitive police four times the number of the 
disUng police force In Cawnporc city, while the latter in defending the Government 
asked the Council whether it would agree to the establishment of martial law which 
misht probably quell the riot in twelve hours. 

xhe most eflTective siieech from the ollictal side was made by Kunwar Jagdish 
Prasad. Chief Secretary, who with his characteristic fluency and force strongly 
deptecMed 'the suggestion of martial law and jiertiiicntly asked how many 
membera would support the Ooveriimcnt if it took such a drastic step. 

Mr. J. C. Smitn and the Chief Secretary, in their Hpm^hes, said that the Govern- 
ment had acted with extreme promtitiidc and the loe.'il olliccrs were leaving no stone 
ttiiturnod to restore harmony and goodwill lietwecn the warring communities. Trooiis 
and police force in sufricieiilly large iiuiiiInts liud Uteii dtMpalchcxJ from Lucknow 
and other districts to Cawnporc and the Govern incut had every rensori to liclievc 
that the situation hud by ibis time b<'en brought under cuntrul. 

OrriouL Ri>>oi.t’TroNs 

The Council to-day rejected without division two rcsolulioiis moved by the Finance 
Member for the imposition of an annual registration ftni of Us. on private motor 
can and Ks. 10 on private motor cvelcs and, siszondly, for the ciinancemciit of 
registration fees by approximately .25 ptrr cent. 

Another .resolution moved by •the Finance Memlicr seeking the sanction of the 
GouucU for the expenditure *01 fts. 13,0)0 on the improvement of the seousties of 
the Gtuuioil chamber was aitieiidod by Mr. Uhiiitamani and the Council adopted 
without divieioB the anoudod resolution, referring the sehenie for consideration and 
TSfKxrt to a committee coiisisthg; of Dr. S. Xehiii, Dr. M. X. Saha, Dr. Wali 
Mabammad, Sir Bernard Darky and Michael Keane (chairinau) with Uie secretary 
of the LwialaUve OouticH, Mr Hurendruitath Ghodb, as secretary to tthc conimHitcc. 

Tbc imance Mombor ofiposcd the amendment but dared not eliallengc a division. 

Xoy^jTiciAJ. EEsoLinriox^ 

noth, MJHCB Government sustataed hcaTy .defeats in the Council, 
to-day, hi respoet of two iiou^^fikial resolutioas. oae of which wged l^statkm 
makiai; it obUgirtory on the Oovemmont to obtain the previous approval of the 
Ooancsl to a revision of the irngatiou rates, whiie the other wanted an eoriy 
ameiidmont of the Load Hevenne Act to reduce the pitch of ausessiacnt from 40 to 
35 per cent The first nufllutioo was curried by 4B votes against and the aeooud 
by 40 fQM against 2L 

Ttoe waa a prolonged and animated debate on the latter and strong exception 
was takca by more than one speaker to the Finance Mewber’s lomark that years 
mmA the aomnidars were uo ommo the Kadacs. 

An aaMudmeat to tlie above cesolntioo was moved by Mr. GhintamaiM asking 
for the iqppdmtfliGnt of a eommiiteo to consider pibiciples ol esemptioa and gradatioii 
in land levenue assessiaeiit and to make Tecommendatioas to embody prortskms in 
this btoalf in the Uaitod Pcoviacca Land Eevenue AcL llhc amendment was not 
prosiod and it was lost wHhont division. 

Latjs Mr. VioyABTUi 

FeeUng tributes wein next ptid to the memory of Bshn Ganesh Shauker 
VhljaK^fex-Jf. L. G. lor Oawmre in the last Coancil) who lost his life while 
atto npfc g to nstore Hindo-Mosum noity in the Gswapore Biota. 

Tha Csnernsg's Address 

8ImL Jf Addteseiiig the Council to-diy His Exeeilcney Sir Geotge Laariiert, 

Acting Governor, said that it was tetunatc that he was meeting the membem now, 
and not nulier. A month back the air was full of strife and the atraosphace was 
heavy with the dust of active roofliet Now, thanks to the snstained efforts of two 
vary gennine lovers tri hmnafi harmony, the eonntry had a glimpse of what might be 
bopeu when thm was endnruig peao& **Every one Eere represents some vital 
inteieri in the common wenL A majority of you have been here to stand for 
and guard the mteresU (ri our teeming milloos whoaclfuture happinesa and well* 
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bfliiig will be nMule ot maned by the diimiMuma aooa to be takeo. It ia inemnbeot 
upon eFery member to use the whole wemht of his influence on behalf of the sale 
and ordmd advanoe of the methods which can be defended by reason and to dia- 
oonraf^ by every means in his power any attempt to return to the aotifitiea which 
in mt IcM to disruption and disorder, by whatever motives they may be inajpired.*' 

Proceeding, the Governor detailed how his Government had carried out the terma 
of the Delhi aettlement. both in spirit and in letter, with the utmost practicable 
promptness. All the notiflcations under the Criminal Law Amendment Act were 
cancelled on the 6th March and by the 10th March orders were issued lor the 
removal of the detachmento of additional Police imposed in diflbrent areas. 4407 
prisonera were released by the 15th March and since then 295 more prisoners had 
been released. There were now left only 1C5 convicted prisonera and 103 undectriala 
all of whom were convicted or arrested for the acts of violence or lor dear indteosanl 
to violence. Of the 77 prisoners convicted under Section 124A only seven were still 
under detention. 

After appealing to the members to sustain the spirit of trust and confldenoe, tha- 
Govemor proceeded to discuss the agricultural aituation in the United Provinoei. He 
referred to the slump in prices and to the rent and revenue position. Up to 'the 
end of February the Government had collected only 206 lakhs out a turn kbarif 
demand of 344 lakhs. The Government had not pressed the Zemindars unduly und 
the Zemindars in their turn had shown the same condition fat the tenants. Mow 
that it was clear that the prices would persist at -or about their pee aent level in 4ha 
near futnre, the Government recognized that tenants must be granted aome tangilbla 
rdki. Steps had already been taken to obtain information on which to baae the 
aebeme of remissions. Any uniform system would be both wasteful and unaatlafac* 
tory. There were obvious objections to the grant relief to landholdera idboae 
revenue repreaented a far smatler proportion m their asiet than that to which the 
Government were legally entitled. The Government propcaed to take tfaa pitoh of 
the ceata as the eiiteriou for the need of reKef. Ihoie tenaata whoaa nnta had 
been enhanced to keep pace with the rise of prioea in leoead yem were moat in ncad 
of relict It was, therefore^ necessary to enquire to want extent the icnta had 
risen since 1916 in every ^'peima.*^ Where the increaae had been lew than 
per cent it was not considered necessary to make any reduction. Where it was 
over that flgure the proposal was to reduce the rent to the 1916 level and to g^ve 
a ooresponding reduction in land revenue. 

As regards the last **kharif ’ demand, if it was fouad that large amounts wen in 
fact unrealizable; either immediately or ukimately. The Government would conrider 
BuspenaioD or remission according to the needs of each district The Goventmenl 
had not hesitated to stand by Um agriculturist during the recent yean of atma. 
They had spent sltqgetl^ snout m crore and a hall during the last three yean in 
revenue remissiona, famine relief and locust operationi. The coualiy wan paning 
thiongh a period of stress which bore heavily both on the Government md the 
people. Each must bear its share of the uaptoMant burden. 

Oonduding, the Governor dcplorsed the recent communal ontbreaka and appealed 
to the mmobers to bring their influence to bear on the urgent task of xeaforing 
friendly relations between the comronnitin. 

The Council then adjourned sfne dw. 
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Pretidenl*:‘*-Sif Sli*habuddin 

sv A chorus of condemnstion was ruscd in the Punjab Legislative Council, 
which met at Lahore on the lOtft. Jamtai-p 1931^ against the dastardly 
attempt made on the life of the Governor when His Excellency attended the Uni- 
versity Convocation on December 23, which was echoed by everv section of the House. 
Alter the taking of oath the President. Sir Shahabuddin, on behalf of the Houae, 
most sincerely congratulated His Excellency the Governor on his providential escape 
and sympathised with His Excellency for his suffering, and condemned the outrage. 
He tmmxed God that auch a popular Governor was spared to rule and guide the 
destinies of the province ever more. 

Captain Sikander Hayatkfaan, Revenue Member, Sir Jo^ndra Singh. Argiculture 
Minister, Sir Henry Craik. Finance Member. Pandit Kanakchand, Kai Bahadur 
Sewakram and about a dozen other representing all shades of opinion associated 
themselves with the sentiment expressed by the President. 

Suppression of anarchical Crimes 

Mr. Ahmed Yarkhan Daulatana, lormally moving a resolution recommending to the 
Government that adeouate measures be adopted forthwith to cope with the anarchist 
crime aaid, one should have the courage to call a spade and condemn such crimes. 
If the cult of bomb and pistol was allowed to permeate the strata of social life the 
result would be that even when dominion status was conceded, the same sort of 
unfortunate incidents would continue to happen with the only difference that Instead 
of the Governor, the leader of the House Captain Sikandar myatkhan and the Mi- 
nister for 8clf-Governraent (Dr. Gokulchand Narang) be made the target of the rcvolu- 
tionarieB, The Speaker asked the (foveriiraent to diid the source wherefrom the 
revolntioiutheB get the sinews of war making crimes impossible. 

Mr. Din Mimoffimad supporting the resolution condemned the civil disobedience 
movement as having brought in its wake bombs and pistols. He said the misplaced 
public support and the zeal shown to lionise such criininais had helped the crime to 
spread. 

Chowdhury Aladadkhan criticised the wording of the resolution and requested 
the PuoMb Goveromeut to recommend to the India Government to adopt a policy 
of conciliation instead of repression which had been tried but found wanting. The 
Speaker opined that such crimes must be rooted out before any constitutional progress 
has been made. 

Thaknr Pancham Chand speaking next objected to the remark that the civil dis- 
obedience movement was responsible for such crime. Mahatmaji, he said, launched the 
movement after his historical letter to His Excellency the Viceroy whom he implored 
to agree to his terms. The movement was started with due caution and emphasis on 
noD-violeoce. The Speaker regretted that the energy of the youth was being misdirected. 
The crime perpetrated on Dumber 23rd was a olot which all the waters of the five 
rivers of the Punjab could not obliterate. The Speaker supported the resolution. 

Sardar Mamrajeiugh averred that the police were also responsible for their inju- 
dicious acts done to the immense barm of Government which bad been bankrupt 
in statesmanship. 

Doctor Mrs. Shave referring to the OamoiAment Murder said that it was a shame on 
the house that such a crime as committed two days ago was possible. She appealed 
in the name of womanhood to realise the gravity of the situation. 

Mr. Bunbir Singh traced the root cause of these crimes to economic troubles 
which he urged should be removed. 

Sir Henry Craik said that within the last two and a half months 17 anarchical 
outrages bad occurred in the Punjab and Delhi. The Government had a force of 
400 persons at Lahore to nip in the bud anarchical crimes and a small force at 
Amritsar. These bodies had done useful work in capturing Fcvolutionr'y literature, 
arresting penons aud spotting large amounts of explosives. At the Delhi armoury of 
revolutionaries, there was sumcient material to make C.OOO dangerous bombs. 
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Incitement to revolutionu^ crimes, he pointed out, proceeding, ceme from three 
sources : Congress leaders, the press and demonstrations glorifying the perpetrator^ 
The law at present was inadequate and if the incitement and crimes continued, the 
Goremment would have most reluctantly to introduce a law similar in the Bengal 
Regulation by which they would intern suspects in |ail and restrict their sojourn to 
certain place and also introduce a drastic measure, like the Murderous Outrages Act, 
which was in force in the N. W. F. P. Conciliation *was a moonshine and it would 
merely enooumge crimes. The debate had not concluded when the Council adjourned. 

Next day, the I7lh. JANJAKY, Pandit Nanak Chand. opening the debate, said that 
they would consider and most carefully investigate and discuss any measure that the 
Government might propose, but they could not give unconditional support to the 
Government and would not be a party to the roping in of innocent persons. He quoted 
instances of the great magnanimity snown by .Sir GeoflV^ De Montmorency, I»rd 
Irwin and I/>rd Hardiiigc after the attempt made on their lives. He suggesiod that 
(he Government should emulate their example and not resort to anv hasty steps. 

Mr. Owen Roberts asked the (tovernment if action has been taken against those 
Congress leaders who to the knowledge of the (tovernment had incitea jicoplo to 
ruvolutionan' crimes. If no action was taken the Government had obviously failed 
in its first aiity to law abiding persons. Referring to the suggestion of conciliation, 
Mr. Roberts said that passive submission to law-breaking w'as neither conciliation nor 
government. He said that he was not asking for repressive measure. He bad no 
desire to sec the jirovinre iiolioc-riden. but aacHpmtc police, adequate law and proper 
judgment were reasonable demands for the safety of iicrsons and properly in the 
province. 

e^ardar Habibiillah said that the original idea of having a discussion on the 
Mibjeet was to give an op))ortunity to the various heads to discover the ways and 
means of stopping llursc crimes. (4 vokr : Rut the heads have nothing in them.) 
(Laughter.) He said that as long as public opinion against these crimes was not 
erealed no solution of the problem was possible. t;^mething should be done to divert 
the press fi-om their pro-revolutionist tendencies. 

The closure was then applied and Mr. Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatann, replying to 
(he deliate, said that there should be no leniency in dealing with rcvolul ionary crime. 
He suggested to the Government to discover the source therefrom the rcvolution- 
aritjs wore obtaining funds. 

Sir Henry Oraik assured Mr. Gwen Roberts that action had been taken against those 
leaders who hud delivered inllammalory specc^bes. There was not a single prominent 
leader of the civil disobedience movement in the Punjab who was not or had not 
been in jail for object ionalilc speeehc's. As regards the sjiccehcs delivered by all 
India leaders at the f^ibore Congress, .Sir Henry said that the decision to take action 
(lid not lie in the hands of the local (b)vcniment. There were reasons for deferring 
action against what at that linic seemed to be empty threats, bjit at the same time 
prompt action then might have chocked or further w'orsened the position. Referring 
to thccontrr' of the press, sfir Weiirv aid the Government had been bnndicuppped by 
(he inadequacy of the pro s la>v. The (fovernmeut eoiuld no doubt prosecute persons 
for seditious articles, but in several cases, dummy editors, who really! were vhapra- 
sees, were working as editors. He was glad that under the Press Ordinance the 
(Government had got some power to cflcctively control the press and hoped that the 
Assembly would pass the Press Bill. 

The resolution was carried unauimously. 

Hioh CoriiT .IrooEs 

The Council next ado]>tcd a resolution of Mr. Mohd. Eusoof demanding that at 
least half the Indian .luoges of ihc High Court should be statutory Indians. 

The (tovernraent, who remained nciitra*, pointed out that the appointment of 
•fudges lay iu the bands of His Majesty and the Government of India. 

TO /EMI.N'DARK 

Mr. Riasat Ali moved a resolution recommending the Government to advance 
taqavi loan to /cmiiidars at nominul rates of interest to meet the extraordinary strain 
on their financial resource due to tbo economic slump. 

Mr. Townsend said the resolution was not acceptable to the (Government on 
account of financial stringency. 

Ax Ai>joitp.xmi:xt Motion 

At this stage when it was six o'clock. Chaudhuri Chhoturam moved an adjourn- 
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ment motion with a view to dnw the attention of the Government to the anpreoedented 
fall in the prioea of airrienltural produce and to euggeat meaeares to ameliorate the 
lot of agrienltariata. Chandhnri Chhoturam aufr^ted the local Government should 
teoommend to the Government of India that firtaly, either the import of wheat to 
India be atopped ot a duty on imported wheat should be levied ; secondly, the 
inflway rates on wheat be reduced, and thirdly, the exchange ratio be fixed at I6d. 

Mr. Owen Boberts suageated that instead of imposing an import duty, the 
Import of wheat be controTied by giving licence to importers, 

Oapt Sikandar Hayat Khan, Home Member, assure the House that the Govern- 
ment had been anxiously taking all possible measures to improve the position of 
agriculturists and others. He announced that in order to help the sugarcane pro- 
ducers in Bobtak district the Government had decided to give the producers rwef 
to ^ extent of Bs. 1,53,000, which would mean a 37^ per cent relief in Mana, 
The suggestions of the mover of the adjournment motion were being considered by 
the Government. The Railway Board had been asked to reduf*e (the rate on ?) wheat 
from the Punjab to Oalcutta. Perhaps it would be possible for the Government of 
li^a to A <luty on the import of wheat if the wheat prices continued to remain 

B^re withdrawing the adjournment motion Chaudhnri Chhotntam emphasised 
the dcmlorable condition of agriculturists in the Punjab for the payment of revenue. 
He said that not onlv family jewellery had been mortgaged by numerous j^ple, 
but bullocks were sold and there was a case in which even a daughter was sold. 

The Council then adjourned aine die. 


I Examination of Provincial Revenue 
25(k, FMBBUARY :^The Council passed by 41 against 14 votes Mr. Ahmad 
Yarkban’s resolution recommending the Government to appoint a mixed committee 
of officials and non-officials with a majority of elected ^amindar ^statutory agricul- 
turists) members to discover, examine and report on the fresh sources of provincial 
revenue. Fourteen members including mostly Hindus opposed the motion on the 
ground that an enquiry at this time would serve no purpose when a fresh constitution 
was iu the making ana when they did not know which subjects would be provincial 
and which central. The Government and the Muslims voted for the motion. 


Salaries op Government Officers 

26(h, FEBRUARY The Council passed to-day Khan Bahadur Malik Mohammad 
Amir Khan’a resolution recommending to Government that all ofiknals whose salaries 
oould not be reduced 'hy the local Government should be requested to make a voluntary 
surrender of a lesonalne portion of their eslarieR for the period of depression. 

The GovemaeDt spokesmen. Sir Henry Craike, Finance Member, and Dr. Gokul- 
oband Nasang, Ifiniater tor Loral Self-Government opposed the resolniion ts it would 

S t into an awkward peaitkm those offloisls who could not afford a reduction in 
lir Mlariea and dways carried out the befbest of the Government. Moreover the 
Oovenmnt had no power to augimBt reductions in the pay of those officials who 
were appointed by the cieeietary of State. 

Before the leaolatioii was carried without a division. Si* Henry Craik told the 
House that if the leeolution was put to vote the officials, following a parliamentary 
practice, would not vote, as it anected their personal selves. 

Proposal fob Retrenchment Coioiittee 
27Bl FEBRUARY Henry Craik. on behalf of the Pumab Government, accep- 
ted to-day Pir Akber Ali’s resolution recommending to the Grovernment to appoint 
aiwetrenramrat eommittoe, wiUi a majority of dected members of the Council, 
for making immediate suggestions for curtailing provincial expenditure with a view to 
bringiog to a level the preient poor financial condition of the proviaoe. He admitted 
the neoBMlty for inch an enquiry, and hoped that the proposed committee would 
approidh the ao^eet in the way. 

Bxanenov of Mtnisters’ Salaries 

.Urn CottneO next diaeuaaed at length Sardar Babibullah^s resohitioo, fixing the 
Hirittera’ ealaiy at Bs. 2jM0 hntead of 5,000 and also two amendments reducing it 
to Bs, 4,000 and Bs. 53331 The aniendinent suggeetioR Ba 4,000 as salary was 
defeated, 10 votipg lor and^ against and other emenamenls and resolutions were 
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loit Hie MiDiftters did not perticipeto in the discussion, and the Government votod 
egMiist the Amendment. 

Bndfst for 1931—32 


M. MARCH Sir Henn Graik, Fmenoe Member, introducinfs the budget, in the 
OoancU lo-dej. seid after deducting the opming balance of Rs. 13 lakhs the present 
veer ended with a deficit of Bs. 47 lakhs. Owing to three successive disastrous years 
nei^uing with 1928-29, the Punjab's credit balance of Rs. 128 lakhA had turned into 
adefioit Rs. 47 lakhs. 

Tuning to the forthcoming year. Sir Henry said he had managed to reduce the 
total expenditure charged to revenue tor the next year down to Rs. 10,82 lakhs, a 
decrease of Rs. 39 lakhs on the revised estimates for the current year. This was 
possible owing to drastic reductions under all contingencies. The capital expendi- 
ture during next year was expected to amount to Rs. 215 lakhs, of which Rs. 154 
hikhs was expenditure on the hydro-electric scheme. 

Oonlinuing, Sir Henry Craik said *Whcn the budget for the current year was 
framed, we expected to incur a capital expenditure of Rs. 175 lakhs, of which 
Ba. 150 lakhs had to be taken by loan and the balance from the extraordinary 
receipts was estimated at Rs. 87 lakhs, that is to say. we would have devoted Rs. 2.1 
lakhs out of ou expected extraordinary receipts of Rs. 87 lakhs to capital expendi- 
ture, leaving a balance of Rs. C4 lakhs of extraordinary receipts to come to the 
rescue of the deficit revenue account. During the current year it was decided to ask 
for a loan of Rs. SO lakhs, bringing the total capital borrowings for the year up to 
Rs. 180 lakhs as against Rs. 150 lakhs originally contemplated in the buuget.' 

He next showed that there was a saving of Rs. 28j4 lakhs in expenditure : Educa- 
tion (8>tl), buildings, and roads (7>4). Agriculture (4), Irrigation Police (2). 
fiat unfortunately, against this saving, there was excess expenditure in other 
departments, namely, Police (5 lakhsi, Administration of Justice (3y and Ponaions 
(4). Counting the exceases in other departments the total excesses amounted to 13 
to 14 lakha, reducing the savings for the year to between Rs. 17 and 18 lakha and 

S ‘viog a total expenditure charged to revenue for the year of Rs. 11,22 lakha, or 
I. 18 lakhs below the fijgure of the modified grant. But for the retrenchment, the 
expenditure would have arisen to between Rs. 11,5.5 and 11, .58 lakhs. 

Taming to the forthooming year 1031-32, Sir Henry said, we have managed to 
reduce the total expenditure charged to revenue for the next year down to Rs. 10,83 
lakhs, a decrease ot Rs. 39 lakhs on the revised estimate for the current year and a 
lower figure than that reached since 1027-28. This was possible owing to drastic 
redaction uuder all contingencies, provisions tor travelling, etc. The capital expendi- 
ture during the next year is expected to amount Rs. 215 lakhs, of which Rs. 254 
lakhs is expenditure on the hydro-electric scheme.' 

'As regms our loan account the sitaation is as follows The province had a 

G s-reform irrigation debt of Rs. 23 crores. On this wc have to pay interest bi 
ve not to mske repayment of capital. Resides this there is the post-reform debt 
for productive cspitsl expenditure of which 6X crores were borrowed from the 
Government of India, which is being disohsrged by annual payments on aoconnt of 
capital and interest, while 276 lakhs were raised by the Punjab bonds which are due 
for payment partly in 1933 and partly in 1937. All these debts have been incurred 
for pmnetive profits. In addition there is the unpaid balance of revenue loan taken 
in 1923<83 amounting to about 60 lakhs which is being paid off in instalments Spread 
over 20 yearn. This loan was neoeasitated by the adverse results of two extra- 
ordinal bad years, 1921-^ and 19^-23. 

*At toe first sight^ there may not seem to be much sc^pc for optimism in the 
•uiyey of our financial posHion which I have laid liefore the housei Unthinking 

E nism would indeed be criminal. A pesslmist—and naturally enjugh ^ere are 
ty of them to be found in eveiy section of society at the moment— mi|^t rein- 
. e hie gloomy philosophy by pointing to the fact that in the 
1 nave outnumberra the really good and there is 


bid yens 1 


at present 


decade really 
little sign of 


, , As regards the future noliticsl changes the pessimist may argue 

fltat e xp e ri ence has shown that more the democratic form of Oovernment the greatar 
ita ooet, aa dcmoeracy can only be economical at the cost of popularity and that 
whstew eonstitutiODi] changes are made the expensive luxury ot agitation has beoome 
a habit ‘But there ss another side to the picture. Our revenue tbougb inelas^ does 
khow over a period of year* a steady tendency to rise and not fall. Price have oefm 
now auuk only to rise again sad many shrewd judges hold that the worst phase of i^ 
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pKBcnt dcpTcssiioQ hB8 Ijoen passed. Farther, it is reasoatble to hope that any read- 
jnstmcnt of the sources of income between the central and prorineial Goaenunents 
^st be to the advantage of the provinces. At any rate we can derive satislaction 
fioni the fact that the rnnjab Govemment’a finances have weathered much worse 
storms than the present. Thoufsh the first two years after the introdaction of the 
isforms saw a crrait balance of Rs. 6,61 lakhs it converted into a deficit balance of 
Hs. 277 lakhs. Nevertheless in spite of that handicap the deoule now closing has 
oecr one of steady prepress and material advance. Two great productive projects 
aro approaching completion and there has been enormous expansion of the work of 
the nation-building departments. On such a survey wc can, 1 claim, look back 
with pride on the progress of our province during tbc last ten years and look for- 
ward to the future, if not with careless confidence, at least with courage*. 

Election of Depity Prf.sipent 

Sardnr fJoota Singh was then elected Deputy President defeating Mr. Din 
Muhammad by 10 to ‘>7. 

Offkial Bill« 

.7/f/. MAIiCl! J wo ini]M)r(ant Bills were introduced in tht‘ Coiineil by the 
CJuvcrnment to-day. I’hc first, the Vmuab Alienation of Ltitnl (Amauhnent) Bill 
iorbid.s, in the execution of a decree of insolvi-ncy by order of a civil court, the 
temporary alienation of land by meinl)ers of an agrieulturnl tribe to i^crsoos not being 
members of the same tribe or a tribe in the same group by way of farm or unfruc- 
luary niorigage for more than twenty years. 'J'be Bill was cirenlated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. 

Dr. (tokul<‘hand Naraitg. Minister for I^al Belf-Oovcrnmeot. introduced the 
Panjah MunkiiKil Kauuitivc Offurrs Bill which would provide to begin with certain 
municipalities with whole lime salaricil exceulive ottieers with statntoi7 powers to 
assess and collcvt taxation, enforce bye-laws and put into execution the |x>licy approved 
by ibe coinmittec which body will continue to have the power of taxation, making 
bye-laws and dictating policy in general. I’he Bill was referred to a select 
eonimittce for reporting by March 15. 

(JENKii.vf. Discission w Bi wr r 

The general iliscus>iion of the Budget was held on the .>//<. anti iith. Marcl*. 
Mcmbei's pariiculary criticised the (fOvernment’s |H)licy of increasing expenditure 
and reducing grant. s’ for bciiclicent departments. 

Mr. Mukuiullat Puri suggcstci! that co-operative societies should be run on com- 
rnereial lines, more money Iw spent on girls* education and Hindus be given proper 
representation on the district board. 

Dr. (^okulchnnd Nanang. rdiiiister, liocal ^*el^Govc^nnlent, admitted that Hindu 
representation on the district boards was ro.illy inadequate and promised to try that 
the minorities' representation in future w.is ndeciuatc. 

Cant, f^ikandar Hnyat Khan, Kevenue MeinbiW, said that the Government had 
been following a liberal policy of remissions to xamiiidcrs and would follow the same 
policy hereafter. 

Sir Henry Craik said that additional police was employed to deal with terrorists, 
llie expenditure on police had not been increased, llie Government had only carried 
out the recommendations of thv? Luinsdeii Committee which sugmted the gram of 
certain allowances to junior police officials. He coocluded that tne Government had 
«i done more to increase the prosperity of the province than any other body by open- 
ing roads, buildings, canals, etc. 

9th, JiABCH Out of 41 demands which were to be sanctioned doling eight 
sittings, the Council pas^jcd demands without any cut at to-day's sitting. The 
Cboncil hieeretariat received some motions for cuts but they were received too late. 
Then^ore the members opposed ibe entire amounts in four demands. 

Pan^t Nanakchand opposed the demands for the. Maiidi Hydro Eleetric Scheme 
on tEe ground that it would prove profitless. Other members also voiced the same 

Dr. Gokolehand Karang, Minister, said that the work of the project had so muck 
advanced, that it was unwise to stop it. The demand was passed. 

The demaad lor Education evoked considerable criticism of the present education 
policy of the Government. The members urged the (government to spend more 
money for primary and secondary education, and also girls* education. 
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PUHJAB POimOAL PUSONlBS 

IM. JfAEOtt— At qncftioD-time in tlie Oonneil to-dnj, Sir Eitm CMk, 
Finance Member, aeid that during the Givil Dieobedienoe Hofement 780 peraone 
woce eaufieted under eee. IQB^ Cr. P. C., 139 under eeo. 124-A, I. P. CL, and 687 
undm aee. 17 (1) and (2), Orimiiud Law Amendment Act throughout the Punjab. 
From the ftmt ealmm of prieonere 26 were placed in *A’ darn, . 50 in *B’ daae: of 
the aeeond eategoij, 2i were placed In *A* clam and 35 in *B' dees ; of the third 
7 ^pb^ in <A* elaee and 17 in *B’ dam. 

Replying to another oMtion, Sir Henry Craik said that recently ordere were 
dioulated for taking dT Gandhi cape from prisoners in jails. Gandhi caps were 
taken off from the hauls of prisoners entitled to •• their own clothes as this eon- 
eemion did not cover the wearing of political symbols which were strictly prohibited. 

It was a fact that some of the prisoners went on hunger-strike and some put off 
all their dothes except langotis (short loia-clothcs) in protest against the roreible 
removal of Gandhi caps. 

Replying to the third question, the Finance Member mid that there were now 18 
prisoners in jail who were convicted in the conspiracy coses of 1914-15 and that all 
of them had served more that 14 years imprisonment. 

Execution of Bhagat Singh and othebs 

2Sth. the Council to-doy, replying to a short-notice quostion of Rai 

Bahadur Lala Mohanlal. Sir Henrv (^rdk, Finance Member, stated that the stories 
current in Lahore since Tuesday that the bodies of Bh^at Singh and his two co- 
accosed were mutilated and burnt without proper religious rituals, were abaolutely 
incorreet. The Government, he said, were issuing a statement in reply to all allega- 
tiona and he informed the members that the dead bodies of Bhagot Singh, Bajguru 
and Sukhdev were removed from the Lahore Central Jail at 8-30 p. m. ^e day 
they were executed. The bodies w^^re taken in two lorries and three other lorries 
accompanied the former two lorries with fuel and other material nccomary for the 
cremation. The bodiea were cremated, continued the Finance Member, according to 
atrict Hindu and Sikh religions rites and were completely burnt near about 5 in the 
morning when the ashes were thrown midstream in the Sutlej. 

The Finance Member further stated that the statement issued by the Deputy 
Oommiseioner at 1 a. m. on Tuesday morning was issued according to the progra- 
mme that was to be follow^. 

The Council next disenssed the Municipal Executive Officers' Sill and postponed 
further discussion till the May session. The Council then adjourned sine the. 

May Setfion 

The May Session of the Council commenced at Ijihore on the JsL May 19SI, Sir 
Shahobuddin presidiim. Attendance was fairly good. 

Khan Bahadur Sikandar Hayat Khan moved that the Punjab Alienation of 
JAtnd Amendment Bill be referrro to a Select Committee conaisting of Raia 
Narendranath, Mr. Sampuran Singh, Mr. Pir Akbar Ali, Rai Bahadur Ghbotuimm, Mr. 
Wazir Hoaaain, Mr. Donaon, Mr. Anderson, nominee of the President and the mover. 

Rai Bahadur Mohanlal suggested that the names of non-agriculturists be 
included. 

The mover agreed and the names of Kunwar Mamraj Singh and Lahh Singh 
were added to the Sdect Committee after which the motion waa carried. 

Punjab Executive Officekb* Bill 

The House then resumed conaideration of the Punjab Executive Offioera’ Bill 
as reported by the Sdeet Committee. Malik Mobomed Din moved an amendment : 
*'on a requisition made by a majority of its members and it ahall be so extended 
if the local Government after having instituted due inquiry are aatiaded that the 
administration of a municipality was so unsatisfactory enough as to juatify its exten- 
■iOD.” The amendment waa supported by Mahomedans, Bai Bahadur Chhotanm, 
ex-Miniater. being the only Hindu to lend hts support to it. 

Dr. Goknlehand Narang, Minister for Local Self-Government, oppoaing the 
amendment aaid he could not accept the amendment as it would nqg^ve the 
effect of the entire Bill. The House, he added, had accepted the principle of the 
Bill Therefore it could not be now said that there should be no such wwt The 
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Home bj a had acoepted the naeeaaitj and juatidcation for aneb a nnaaBN. 

Tbe Amendment was nentifed by 20 to 40. 

The first two elsnses of the Bill were then cArried without opposition snd 
disenMion on minor Amendments was not o?er when the House rose lor tiut dsy. 

7/h. ifiiyi— TheCouncil to-dsy passed the Bill Authorisinf^ the Appointment of 
cxeeutire officers in certain municipalities for relieving the 'secretary ana chairman of 
the municipalities of certain duties. 

Before the Bill was finally put to the vote. Chsudhri Ghhotu Rom declared that 
his party, eolled the Unionist party, consisting of about 29 members,, mostly 
Muslims, would not be a party to the Bi!l. They walked out. 

Dr. Narang, Minister, replying to the debate regretted that the Opposition hod 
taken a communal attitude on the Bill. The present measuro was more liberal 
in spirit than that of Bombay or Madras. In those presidencies the appointments 
were mode by the Government and not by the Corporations. 

The Bill was passed. 

Adjournment Motions 

Earlier the President accepted an adjournment motion whose notice was given by 
Sardar Habibulla to discuss the leakage of University papers and resultant hareWps 
to students. 

Sf/i. MAT There being no (|ttorum to-day the Council did not diseuis tbe 
adioumment motion regarding the leakage of University results and resultant 
hardships to students. Another Adjoaromeot motion for reduction of Abiona 
(water rates) by half, permission for which was granted in the morning, was tlso 
not discussed. 

1j^:akage of Univi-irsity Papers 

Ilth, MAY The leakage of the Punjab University question papers and consequent 
hardships on the students by re-examination formed the subject oi discussion in the 
Conncil to-day, 

Sordar Habibulla, the author of the original adjournment motion, initiated the 
debate to-day and dwelt at length on tbe hardships of students owing to their re- 
examination. 

Baja Narendranath op|x»ed the re-introduction of the subjject which hod automa- 
tically dropped out owing to want of a quorum, but the President ruled the objec- 
tiOD out of order. 

Mr. Din Mahomed charged tbe University with not being able to maintain 
secrecy in printing and distribution of papers. 

Malik Ferozekhan .«oon, Minister for Education, recognised the hardships to 
students who had suffered owing to the mischief of some persons. He pointed out 
the difficulties oi Goverument and said that leakage had occurred while papers were in 
transit iu railway iron safes to one district from which they were distributed all round. 
Leakage bad not occurred when papers were with the University or from the 
Press. Tbe C. I. D. was investigating the leakage and soon a court cose would 
emerge. He assured the House that the Government was trying its best to moke 
leakage impossible hereafter. 

The motion was carried, Government not opposing it as they welcomed tbe 
motion to ascertain the sense of the House. 

The Land Alienation Amendment Bill 

The Oouucil next passed the Land Alienation Amendment Bill which was 
inU^uo^ in the March session of the Ck>uncil. None of the amendments tabled by 
tlh Hindu members were discussed. 

The Council circulated for public opinion the Public Services Commission Bill and 
carried a motion recommending a redaction of 50 per cent, in abiana (canal water 
rates) and land revenue thron^out the province in order to help the agriculturists. 
Sir Heury Oroik oud Mr. Bondar Hayot Khan sympathised with the agricaltarists 
but pointed out that if the motion were accepted the Government wonla lose two 
cioies of rupees which could not be replaced in any other way, 

Goveminent remained neutral and the motion was earned. The Council then 
adjourned sine die. 


TheC. P. Legislative Coiicil 


President Sir Shankerrno M. ChitiinTit 


Addresnog the adjourned aession of Uia .C. P. Legialatife Oouneil whleh met 
at Nagpur OQ the 12th, Jamtary IBSI, Hla Excellency Sir Montagu Bolter gr ee t e d 
the old and new Oouncillora and: the President, stating; that a LegiilatiTe OoomI of 
thia ProTinoe without Sir Ohitoaris in control, would hardly aeem a Lagldatife 
Council at all. — w— 

Hia Ezcdlency then referred to the agricultural condition in the northern distiiote 
of the Pro?ince. Daring the last three years in the Jubbulpore diTialon and in the 
Narasinghpur district, nearly 52 lakhs of rerenue has been suspended, of whldb o?er 
23 bad hwa remitted already. During the same period, the OoTernment distributed 
nearly 73 lakha in taccavi. Direct expenditure on relief operations during the three 
years had been about 38 lakha, and none of this would come back. His £xoslleney 
continued : ‘‘Unfortunately conditions thia year have not been normal. Not only has 
the world slump in the prices of agricultural produce been anra? atcd by loeal 
conditiona, but a deliberate attack has been made on the Promdlal refsnuss hy 
those whose aim it is to oyerthrow the Goyernment The result is directly under 
excise and forest and indirectly under other heads. The Goyernment will loose Ofer 59 
lakhs of income during the present financial year, whilst expenditure is lUedy to 
increase by oyer three lakhs for combating the Oiyil Disobedience Mofement itsdf. In 
the coming year, it is clear the Goyernment will lose at least 32 lakhs under the head 
‘Exctae’ whust other heads suggest diminution of at least 19 lakhs making 51 lakhs 
in sll. This proyince’s total income is only about exortM, and it would be seen 
that a financial crisis of the first magnitude is faoiim the Goyernment’* Bensdlng 
the present situation His Excellency said that the Goyernment and people had now 
to face the stony path of retrenchment and contraction. He oomplemeoled all 
those who resorted to constitutional means, and kept cool amidst the piefailing 
excitement often under great difhculties. 

As it was the way of the world, much prominence had been giyen to those who 
broke the law, but what struck him most had been the yery limited field from whieh 
the leaders of the disobedience morement had been drawn, and the numbv and 
ouality of those who had stood by the cause of ordered progress. He oilbred thanks 
lor their bupport rather than impute blame to those who through diflbring mothreib 
had taken to snbyersiye practices. He thanked the large body of oilloials who had 
done their duties so well throui^at the many weary months of exceptional itresa. 
He paid eompliments to the Pmice, particularly to Mr. Morony, for guiding the 
deatwies of toe Police force with t^ single-minded desire to maxe it the m odm of 
What a polioe sho^d be. 

Begsiding the CSyil Disobedience morement the Goyemor said he would not shirk 
Ids duty of putting down lawlessness whethor directed sgainst the pnblie ganandly 
or mrainst any section of the public, but he wished to see restoration to normal 
ooDdnons all round as soon ss possible. By relessiog from iail a laige number of 
panoos who had realised the dangerous character of their actions ana giymi aMor- 
anee lor the futures, his Goyernment had shown abundantly that it was anlmalad by 
no yindietife fading/’ . 

His fixodleney continuing said *'At the moment the gnat h i n d r ance to pio- 
gnas is the atmosphere of mstmst and resdinesf to look lor bad motlyeo whan none 
mdst or where there is only honest diflbrence of cmlnlon often on a m a tter of dsgiea. 
In snch an atmosphere^ to blame Is easy, but nowg big has orer hssn enslM oat 
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Bi>rj>AKA Riotb. 

ifn K M. Kale then moved a motion for the adjournment of the Houm in oonncc- 
’um wiu the a^arian note in Boldana Dietrict. The mover allmd that the police 
and biRfaer ofBciaU took no prompt action to arrest progxnM of the riots, and were 
deafto Mveral complaints. 

2ne Bon'hle Mr, Raghavendra Rao, Home Member, opposiiif; the motion protes- 
w Winst the unjustifiable remarks sf^nst the officers. 

hours* discussion the motion was declared lost by 41 votes aftainst 17. 

House was then adjourned till the next di^ when after the transaction of formal 
official biiainess was a/ptin adjourned till the loth. 


Prisonkr^ in C. P. .lAir>4 

IJjfh, JANUARY : — in the Council to-d.'iy Mr. C. D. Parckh moved a resolution 
appointment of a committee to report whether ]>risoners were overworked 
»nd did not pjet adequate rest and reerefition. 

The Hon. Mr. Ra^havendra Rao opposing the motion expre^ssed the opinion that 
no useful purpose would be served by such a committee. 

The resolution was declared carrira by 42 against 24 votes. 


/7f/i. JilA’L’if/JP:— During interpellations to-day. in reply to Mr. C. B. Parekh, 
who enquired whether in the jails in the Central Provinces and Bcrar, a male prisoner 
IS required to grind .T5 seers and a female prisoner 25 seers of gmn, and what 
time is required ordinarily for a male or female prisoner to grind 35 scees and 25 
seers of grain respectively and whether the object of giving grinding work is merely 
to give hard labour to prisoners or to obtain all the flour that is required for the 
prisoners in jail, Mr. H. C. Oowan, Chief Secretary, stated that a male prisoner 
wntenced to hard labour is required to grind 25 scefs a day, and a female prisoner 
IS given labour according to her strength and ability. A working day of seven hours 
IS given for the requirea task. A strong prisoner can complete it in four hours or 
. Orinding work is given as hard labour and also to obtain the flour required 
in iail. 

. ^plying to Mr. Kedar, Mr. Gowan statccl that the total number of persons con- 
victed for substantive oflences in conne(;tion with tlie Oivi Disobedience Movement in 
this province up to the 27th December last was 4S5:». Information as to the number of 
arrgits was not available. 

Inlying to Mr. Parekh, Mr. Oowan stated that only ten Indian pri.soners were 
put in class. 

Replying to Mr. Kedar, Mr. Gowan stated that only those "O ' class political 
prisoners who were physically fit were put on oil pressing work and Government 
would not put a stop to this. 

Replying to Mr. B. G. ^aparde, the Hon. Mr. Raghavendra Rao stated that 
certain persons who had committed oflTences punishable with whipping were whipped. 


Interpellations over, Mr, T. J. Kedar ^ moved a resolution r^mmending the 
release of all political prisoners, who practised civil disobedience and were not guilty 
of acts of violence. Ine mover emphasised the necessity for releasing political pri- 
soners and thus showing to other Provincial Governments the benevolent and 

S nerous heart of the Government. In the course of discussion on the resolution 
moved an r.meudment that the uncollected amount of fines should not 
f® Satyagrahis. The amendment was accepted by the mover and em- 

Doeuw in the main resolution, 

8, M, Rahman supporting said that political prisoners were not felons and 
Wir co-operation was absolutely necessary to work the future constitution success- 
fullv. 

Air. ^he said that the Congress movement was the outcome of despair. 

Jp*. Gotraw, Chief Secretary, characterised the demands as preposterous. 

^ Mr. Gowan stated that 4,853 satyagiwis in connection 

with civil disobedience were imprisoned for substantive ofTences in the Central 
viDM and Berar till the 27th Dmmber last. 

Ban'hla Mr. Raghavendra Rao assured the House that Government would give 
cueful and aenous oonsideration if the prisoners gave an assurance that they would 
diasomte themselves from the movement after theur release. 

Mr. Khaparde eniessed the opinion that the resolution if given, effect to would 
do good to the people and Government. 
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Mr, Kadar eharacliruod the Home Member*! ipeeeh M meet diitppointioE. The 
mofer irented the leleue of politicii priionere to create a peaceful atmosphere. The 
resolation was declared carriM without any division. 

Remission op Land Revenue 

Sfith 8h€olaVit resolution recommending land revenue and rent payable this year 
by Malgozars tenants and ryots be remitted to the extent of half and other half 
be suspended was declared carried by 37 against 19 votes. Out of 173 resolutions 
on the agenda only 16 were disposed of and the Council was then adjourned to the 
25th February. 


Budget for 1931-32. 

25tli, FEBRUARY i^Thc Council meeting to day, Sir Arthur Nelson presented 
the Budget for 1931-:i2. In doing so, he said that the crop failure in the north 
of the Province for two successive yearn, led to grant of remission and 
suspension of land revenue on a large scale and to the postponement of roooveriea 
of taccavi advances. Revenues from other principal sources were also seriously 
affected as a result of scarcity. 

Revenue expected in the current year was 556,10 lakhs, bnt it was now estimated 
to be 499,73 lakhs. The fall of just over half a erore of revenue was attributed to 
the partial failure of crops in the north of the Province. Fall in prloos, the civil 
disobedience movement, suspensions and remissions in laud revenue accounted tor a 
fall of b}4 lakhs. The fall in Excise revenue was 30 lakhs, stamps revenne» 12 
lakhs, and Forest revenue 7j4 lakhs. 

To make up for this loss of revenue, expenditure had been cut down from 
534,32 lakhs to 5*21,63 lakhs by drastic retrenchment. The ^'axc’* wu applied to 
contingent charges, travelling expenses and grants-in-aid to local and nrivate boefies 
for educational, medical and other general purposes, by curtailing the activities of 
almost all the departments, but it fell heavily on approved new works and schemss 
of improvement provided in the Budget with the result that the nation-buildinE 
departments which suffered most. Rctrenchmtiits of over a lakh had been made from 
the Land revenue department (2!4 lakhs), Forest (about 4 lakhs), General Admfaiistrs- 
tioD (2 lakhs), Education (4X lakhs), Medical (]{ lakhs), Agricultnie, Veterinary and 
Oo-operative departments <1X lakhs). Civil works, fl2i lakhs) and Miscellaneous 
(about 2 lakhs). Expenditure on the Jail and Police Departments increased by )4 
and 1 lakhs respectively, owing to the Civil Disobedience Movement. By the adop- 
tion of measures of retrenchment, the revenue deficit bad beeu reduced to 21^ 
lakhs. Under Debt and Capital heads, the net surplus was now estimated at 21.89 
lakh's against 9.94 lakhs anticipated in the last Budget. 

The Budget for 1931>32, observed the Finance Member, provided for a revenue 
of 513.15 lakhs and expenditure chargeable to revenue of 488.09 lakhs or a surplns 
of 24.06 lakhs revenue, Estimates had been framed with caution. Under Land 
rcveitne only a portion of the arreiri was down for collection and the present level 
of prices had been tak*?ii into consideration in estimating the receipts. Estimates 
under other heads followed the revised estimate of last year generally, except that 
receipts from motor vehicles fnss had been raised by 5|^ lakhs to provide lor in- 
creased receipts from the proposed enhancement of the rc^stration fees for motor 
vehicles to meet the fall in revenue and at the same time to keep a small balance in 
reserve. 

Expenditure had been kept to the minimum. It took account of the reduotion 
in the rates of travelling allowance and grain compensation allowance. Only such 
new schemes and works as were of an unavoidable nature and in the natnie of 
^mmitments or were revenue producing, bad been budgeted for. Provision had 
been made for advancing taccavi on a liberal scale on account of the fall in, prieea 
of agrieoltural produce, and the Capital programme had been confined to oontinosBoe 
of works already startM. 

The estimated result of the years' working was a revenue surplus of 244)6 lakhs, 
ordinary closing balance of 18.10 lakhs and Famine Insurance fund balance of 
72.78 l^a. 

The ordinary balance of 18.10 lakhs however was not a free balance as it meliidsd 
ILO lakhs on sccount of Depreciation funds and on account ci the Sbking Imid 
for loans. 
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iBBiGAiioN Bill * 

After tlM iiNMiitatioa of the budget, the Hm'bU Sir Arthur iotiodaoed the 
Ctniral Provinef Irriaaiion BilL There was a saggestioD that the may be 
cAmilaled to elicit pablic opioion before it wae relenedto a select eommitteei bat 
the soggestioD was thrown oat and it was referred. 

SUPPLEUENTABY DEMANDS 

There was a supplementary demand amoonting to Bs. 3,03,000 under the head 
*1oens and adranoes’* to onltbators. The demand was ^oted without any opposi- 
tion. The Bon'bl$ Mr, E. Raghacendra Rao moved for sapplementary demands 
amoonting to Bs. 77,530 under the head *Tolice Beierved” on account of temporary 
ineraase in the strength of police force in this Province the purchase of three 
motor lorries and additional special armed force at Baipur owing to the spread of 
the civil disobedience movement. The demand was votra. 

The Bon, Sir Arthtr NtUon next moved for a supplementary demand amount- 
ing to Bs. 66,000 under the head ^famine relief fund*' as advance to the Provincial 
Loan Account for loans to cultivators. This represented the amount withdrawn 
from the surplus balance in Famine Belief Fund to cover advance to the I^vincial 
Loan Account to meet additional taccavi advance to cultivators during the current 
ftnanciol vear. The whole of this advance with interest thereon will be repaid to 
the FondT in the ensuing year. 

The Bon, Mr. Raghivendra Rao moved for a supplementary demand amounting 
to Bs. 65,1^ under the head ‘‘Jails and Convict Settlements” to meet the increased 
expenditure due to the admission of a large number of civil disobedience prisoners 
and also conveyance charges for prisoners. The demand was voted without any 
opposition. 

General Discussion of Budget 


26tk. FEBRUARY:^ThB general discussion of the Budget was held to-day and 
over a dosen members partid^ed and the non-official attadr was munly (Greeted 
against the Government policy of effecting heavy retrenchment in the nation-building 
departments. 

Mr, Bajurkar considered that the general budget discussion was an annual tamaaba 
iuasmnoh as the Government did not respond to the popular demands and he showed 
from the dgures that in balancing the de6oit budget, the Government “Axe” fell 
heavily on education and other transferred departments while police expenditure 
IneieaMd. 
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GiAVT FOS GoVBVOft*t Houw-hold, 

8$ih Ikaburdas GowardhoHdau next prgpOMd s eat amooDtuig to Be. 1,360 
reiitiiig to the etoff and houseliold of Hie Excellea^ tbe GofOBor, putlealaily 
the diepeniery eetetiiihiiieDt, but it wis loet for woot ol enppcnt itom aoBotfeial 
oieoiben* 

Mr, M, P. Koike then mored a token cut of one rupee on the gnmnd that mara 
dajB lor non-offieial work should be allotted, but it was iMdiaeqneatly withdrawn. 

Equipuekt of CouNaL Librasy. 

Mr, M, P. Kolhe mofod a token cut of one rupee on the ground toat the OouncU 
library was not well equipped. 

6*»r Arthur Neleon, Leader ol the House, assured the members that the question 
would be considered, and on this assurance the mover withdrew the motion. 

$rd, MARCH The whole of the day the Council was engaged in eousidertog 
*'cut*’ motions under the head^ •General Adminutratioi/hReeerved^ 

Non-official members moved cuts demanding redress of local grievances. 

Rao Sahib M, 8, Patil moved a token cut of one rupee as a protest against the 
non-redress of grievaners regarding the application of hiim formula. 

Mr, 1, J, K^r said that the &rar members should have no grievance over the 
application of the 8im formula, because Berar paid more revenue. And ho appealed 
to the mover to withdraw the cut. 

Mr, T, M, Rale from Berar said that each pcovince should cut its coat accord- 
ing to the cloth it had. Me urged that the revenue got from Berar should be spent 
exclusively for protecting the interests of the people of Berar. Berar should not tbe 
taxed to feed the Central Provinces. Mr. Kale sounded a note of warning, that the 
time would come when the Berar members would have to remain mool from 
the Council. 

The cut was pressed and declared lost by a show of hands. The Coundl was 
then adjourned to the 6th instant. 


BEI.EA6E OF Prisoners 

Slh, MARCH ;-~After question-time io-day the Hon, Sir Arthur Sklatm, leader 
of the House, read the statement of the Jrwin-Gandhi settlement. He exprsaaed 
that all ‘A’ and 'B’ class prisoners would be released very shortly and the 
release of 'O’ class prisoners would be taken in hand. 

The President and the whole House expressed the same scDtimenta and in view 
of the statement, the House was adjourood for one hoar. 


After one hour Mr, D. Y, Rj^urkar, member of the Nationalist Party, moving a 
token cut amounting to Bs. 6,0&), urged that the pay of (he Government Advocate 
was more than sufficient. 


The Hon'ble Mr, Raghavendra Rao said that lor an expcK advocate, the pieaent 
pay waa necessary and asked the mover to withdraw the cut. The mover presaed 
oiB *>cot’’ and on a division, it was lost by an overwhelming majority. 36 membera 
voted agmnst the motion and only 18 for it. 

Mr,R, W, FulaUt R nominated member representing Jjabour, moved a token eat 
of one rupee indicating the need of applying the Bar Council Act to G. P. and 
Berar and to know what steps were taken by the Government since last year. But 
the cut was not pressed. 

Mr. D. Y. Bajurkar’s token cut of one ruixx» to protest against the non-reduction 
IR the scale of pay of District and Hub- Judges was declared carried by 39 votes 
against three. 


B£Lfx.TiON or Honorary Magistrates 


Mr, Ookulchand Sit^i moved a token irnt of Bs. 1(X) proiestii^ aiminst the 
Government's policy in not carrying out the resolution of the C. P. Legislative 
Gonncil in the matter of selection of Honorary Ma^trates. 

Tka IMbla Mr, Raghavendra Rao emphasised that the critieism was unjustifiable 
and assured the mover of the cut sod the House that the present eelectioB was 
most satisfactory. Honorary Magistrates at present selected were doing esoelleot 
•ervioe. 

C, R, Psnk!: vi*nmtA • tnin^ "cut” cf Bs. 100 proteaiing egoiost the 
pieaent method of recruiting of Judicial Commiasioncra from aervioe ranks and 
not from (he Bmr. 



VHia.'Sl] vonm ON BDDCnt OBANTS ^ 

Mr. & C, OoitaH, Chief Saentiiy, oppoeed the eat, which wee deokred eerried 


hf 99 folee cindnet 17. 

Mr. AinM inoTcd another out of Re. 100 raimting that et Icect half the 
Minbff of Diitriot Jodgee ihoald be recnilted dire^ fiom the Ber. 

Mr. (TOmiikOhief Soontm, oppoeed the cat. The cot wee carried without any 
ioion. The Hoaae then adjoamed. 


difioioa. 


loaae then adjoamra. 


7tk. MARC H deminis HU kr t\9 head anti convicts setttewmu*' 

ircHrvsd) were cabjwted to a eearchtag criiictim to-day portienlariy to 
the tfeatment of politieai priaoners in pitle. It woe allegM that the food 
gifon to does priHoners was worse in as much os that nobody would 
gife it ereu to birds. Utensils provided for the prisoners were good for noUiinc. 

Unte the heed *‘Poliee*’ (reserred) Jfr. C, B, Parekh mored a token 
cut for the iaadeqiiite recruitment of Indians in superior serrico oed parti- 
cularly in appointments as Deputy-Inspeetor-Gencra) or inspoctor-Gciieral of rai^ 
and it woe carried by 40 rotes a^nst 17. 

Under dmnand ^^Edueatian*' {transferred), Mr. T. J. Kednr mored a token cut 
protesting against the raising of fees in colleges and schools. Mr. .lones, Director 
of Public Instruction, opposing the cut |)oinlet) out by giving eoinparativo taUe of 
standard of fees in other provinces and exprt>H8ed that fees were raised on account 
of finauciol stringency prevailing at prcsoiit mid that oilncntion in this province was 

^%ie bSii. Deshmnkh, Minister for IMucatinn, foliowcHl the Director of 
Public lustruction and said that the iiioonio derived from such increased fees would 
be spent for education in runil areas. 

It was urged by the non-offlcial niemiicrs that the Education Department alone 
ahottid not be selected for financial str!ngciic}\ The ‘'cut’' was pressed and carried 
without any division. 

There were many token euU, criticiHiiig motion against the Miiiiater 
of Education, the educational policy hut distuHsions were very dull. The Council 
woe then adjourned. 

C. P. MiSISTEBS’ SAT.ABir>l 


9th, MARCH To-day was the last day of the Ihidget session. The Miiiistors’ sala- 
ries were reduced by Bs. 42.000« There was provision in the budget for Ministers 
salaries for Ra. 9C.CXX). This was reduced by 42,000 and they will now draw Rs 
2,250 instead of Ba. 4,000 per month. 

The cut in the Ministers’ salaries, which was moved by Mr. Koihe was nceopted 
by the Leader of the Democratic party from whieJi the Ministers were drawn. 


Power o7 Paschayat Courth 

Mr, M. P. Keitlie moved a token cut urging that power to adjudicate cuses involv- 
ing suma npto Rs. 100 be given to village panchayati. The bon. Mr. Jaiswal oppos^ 
the Bsotkui on the ground that there ware many difficulties in securing the proper 
persona to Inspire the confidence of public. Mr. Kolbe replied that honorary ina^- 
trates appointed by the Government did not mspire confidence in the public, and no 
such argument ahonld be advanced in this ease alone. The motion was pressed and 
dedored carried by 34 votes against 28. 


Village Uplift 

Rms Btthsb M. S, PatU moved a token cut of one rupee, with a view to discuss* 
ing the policy of the Ministers regarding the village panchayat movement, rucal 
water supiMy, the indigenous system of medicine, and other measures of vUlime 
u^ft. Ike grievances for the mover of the cut were that the present Ministry^nd 
not take any steps In furtherance of the measure outlined, but threw obstacles in 
▼arioos dir^ions. The present Ministry had a soft corner for urban areas, and 
theieiore rural areas were: neglected owing to tboir unsympathetic attitude. 

Mr, B. O, Khaparde,. leader of the Nationalist Party, reminded the House of the 
token cuts in respect ol the policy of the Ministers carried in this session, and 
guested the Ministers and the Leader of the House to announce the policy of die 
Mruisteni to enable the House to vote thdr aalaries. 

Rao Bahadur Naidu, leader of the Democratic Party, said that at present the 
dyuehicol form of Governmeut was there and as such Ministers wito necessary, and 
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Ttu Bon. Sir Arthur Nelionj Leader of the House, supported the poliqr of the 
pnseot Ministry, end ssid they hsd no control Ofer the sitnition crested h7 ^ 
Civil Disobedience Bf^ement, sod consequently the Ministers were unable to secnre 
more money tor the trsnsierred departments. 

Mr. 0. A Parahk msde a speech supporting the present Ministry. 

Mr. Kanitkar, member of the Nationalist party, said that, after nassing several 
token cuts to allow the present Ministers to remain in olRoe was a bad precedent 

> Tha Etm. Mr. JDeskiitttiA, Bfinister, said that he had nothing to add to 'the 
spe^ of the leader of the Demooratic Party from which the Ministers were drawn. 

As a result of idaa discussion the cut was withdrawn. 

Mr. Awari*s Dbtrktion. 

Mr. C. B. Parekh proposed a token cut of one rupee as a protest against the 
detention of Blr. Awari in the mental hospital, but it was withdrawn. It will he 
remembe^ that Mr. Awari was convicted and sentenced to four years* rigorous 
imprisonment for sedition and he was undergoing the sentence in the Nagpur Cen- 
tral Jail, but was recently removed from the jail and put into the mental hospital 
Mr. Awari was connected with the Arms Act Satyagriuia launched in Nagpur some 
years ago. 

AlSOLITlOK OF P08T OF DiRRCTOR OF Pl^BUC HEALTH 

Mr M. Y. Shareef moved a out of one rupee proposing the abolition of the post 
of Director of Public Health in pursuance of the recommendation of the Slocock 
Retrenchment CommittM. . ^ . .w. 

The mover pressed the motion which was carried by 32 votes against 20. 

Rat Destruction Scheme 

Mr.. R. A. Kanitkar moved a cut of Bs. 18,500 for the discontinuance of lat dec- 
trnetion schemes as they hsd had anffieient trial and seemed extravagant in a year 
cl ^fficuHy. . 

Mr* R. ff. Bamtrrjm^ Director of indostnes, opposed the motion on the ground 
that rat destruction was quite neeessaxy to prevent plague. 

Mr. C. B. Pard'h as the President ed Nagpur Municipnlity, opposing the motion, 
said that on account of rat deatriMtion, Nagpur was free frm plague for some 
wears The motion was pressed and dechirra lost without any mvisinn. The 
remaining demands wen put to vote by the chair irithont discussion and they were 
carried and the House aAjoumed sine dir. 



TIm Gomnor** Addnaa 

22ik^ Jj^UAR y Addrosaiiig the Council to-day Hia Excellency Sir Hujcli Stcplien- 
con, the Qovernor. congratulated (he new Preaident on his election and pfomiaea him 
all asaiatanoe and oo-opcratioii that waa in hia iK>wer to fnve. Hia Excellency next 
referred to the ci?il diaobedicnce movement .and the .financial condition of the province 
which, according to him, were uiattera in which both the Council and the Executive 
Government were ocinally concerned and which were of paramount importance to the 
welfare of the province. Hia Excellency aaid tliaf. (lie movement waa lanndhed for 
the pupoae of intimidating the GovernmeiU. whether in India or in Englrmd, and 
intimidation, whether moral or phyaicai, haa been the most marked characteriatic of 
all ita manifeatationa. it had deliberately act out to deatroy all veatraint and all 
authority and had inevitably led to viokmce and tnoreaae of crime, fie waa not 
Bpeakiog of what was eallcd poKticai o'ime. it muat he plain to all of them that 
what atood between a peaceful citizen and mnrder and loot waa not the phyiical 
force of a comparatively amaU body of polioe, there being only one poIioemaD to 
every aix attuare miloa in the province, but the authority that waa behind the law 
and the respect that waa inherent in the people a muida for that anthority. 0 they tm- 
{Wired that authority, if they weakened that respect, tliey dcatsoyed the only proleo- 
tion other than physical force, which an ordinary citizen has ima. 

Hia Excellency pointcxl out how dacoity and other forms of crime had increaaed 
due to the civil diaobedience movement and how the general staadard of publie 
aecurity waa thus in great danger of deterioratang. It waa, therefore^ the duty of 
all of them to prevent thu intimiaaiion and uphold the authority of law and it waa 
to this end and that with their aaaiatance that tbehr energies have been devoted 
daring the past year. They have been criUciaed heeanae of the aaethoda they had 
adopM to attain this end. 

There might be room, coatinued UU Exeelleaey, for differeooea of opUiion aa to 
the moat auitable methods in dealing with the situation that had faced thesa. But 
there could be no question that those, who had deliberately set themeelves to psa* 
vent the Government from functioning, had no right to dietate methods that thpy 
■hould adopt to deal with them. With the full sense of their respontibiKty the local 
Government and the Government of India had adopted those measures whidi seamed 
to them to be saost effective in protecting the interest of the provinee. IW ^ oU 
followed with oonsurfog interest the proceedings of the Round Table Confiennoe 
and in months to come, with the foil sense of their responsibility, they would hnve 
fom^ their own Judgmenia on the questions that have been mlscd. Bnt the fasmes 
of civu disobedience were entirely apart from these. No Government could exist 
dde by side with chaos ana unless they fulfilled their trust aod maintained the 
authority of law and protected the individual form of indmidation no Govesnmaut^ 
^wtever might be the form that might eventually emerge, would have any dwM 
of anooeM. Those, who were now behind the movement and were icspo n ai b ia lor 
Mons of those thqy bad misled, had ddiberately dissociated them^vm My 
<»i»>dezutton of the constitutional reforms aod were parsnuig the avU disoMisM 
BBOvement as a meant of preventing the Government from funetipoiM, whatever 
ought be their pereonal views as to the stage that the copsUtutional ehangea, um 
warn now on the anvil, ahonld take, fie confidently asked for tbmt ssawtaiiM in 
*B®o^ng tom the province what wav obstaele to any fma of Oovoninient a^ 
WBved that their efforts sneeeed in reatoring Bihar and OiiMa to 

(wdatiiMM that wm eHwtui to iti pnopetitf. 
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As issssids the finaneisi ootlocA: His EzeeDencr said that the oet result was that 
their closing ordinal balance this year, instead or 81 lakbs 52 thousand as was anti- 
cipated, would be 40 lakhs and 85 thousand. The position was undoubtedly serious 
—more so as they could sec no improvement in the coming year. 

Rai Bahadur Lakihmidhar Makati was elected Drouty President of the 
Council to-day securing 57 votes against 33 obtained by bis rival Khan Bahadur 
Saghirnl Haq. 

7%e aupphmeniary demand of Rs. 1,04,242 put forward by the (ioverument to 
meet the additional expenditure on account of the camp jaif at Pbulwari (Patna) 
provided some discussion. 

Mr, Baehehidananda Siftgh moving a token cut in the demand complained that 
the jail building was badly constructs, it being a structure of corrugated iron sheets. 
Accommodation provided in it for political prisoners, he said, was highly unsatis- 
factory. Owing to the unsuitability of accominodniion there was sickness among the 
prisoners and during the short period of the establishment of the camp jail nine 
political prisoners had died. He pleaded for better accommodation and accused the 
Government of having mis-spent the money. 

Mr. OadavarU MUra and Mr. Srinandan l^attad Xarayan Singh Sharma also 
coinplained against the adininistrstion of the camp jail. 

The Judicial Sacretary of the Government replying said that though the accommo- 
dation provided might not be as suitable as some of them expected, they bad cons- 
tructed the jail on the best site available in the province and it was equipped with 
dectric lights, pipe water supply and a pucca built hospital. Considering the large 
number of prisoners loducd in the camp jail figures of sickness and deatbs were not 
heavy. He was 'iiformea by the Jail l^uperintendeut rhat Mr. Itajcndra Prasad, Bebar 
Oongress leader, who visited the jail, seemed to have been favourably impressed 
with it. 

The demands was ultimately passed by the Council which adjourned till Feb. 10. 
Nok-Officul Eesolutio.ns 


non-oiTieial resolutions, 
placing the Ayurvedic 


JOth. FEBRUARY Couucil discussed to-di^ the 
Bai Bahadur Xamrananjaya Singh moved a resolution for 
and Tibi Schools at Patna on a permanent footing. 

Ihe Minister for Fidtlic Health assuriKl the Council that the Government had uo 
intention of abulisliing the iustkutions but placing it on a perinnneui basis would 
mean a large expense which the Government could not afford in the present financial 
situation. 

Tbs tesolutioD was carried, the Gove nroeut not challenging a division. 

Two other resolutions fr.^ the reduction of canal rales levied on the Son and 
Mocihari canals sod the suspension of payment of half the land and revenue for the 
current calendar year owing lo the general fall in the prices of food crops were 
rejected. 

Jlth. FEBRUARY Godavaris Misra moved a resolution to-day ou the 
subject of the classification of political prisoners. He criticised the existing classi- 
fication arraugement and urged that the treatment sbould be according to the status 
of every person and in order that a particular kind of treatment be accorded the 
prisoner must be placed in the class in which the same treatment would be 
available. The present situation in which a large number of persons were beiug 
imprisoned callM for a revision. 

The Baja of Runika, member in charge of Jails, opposing the resolution pointed 
4 >ut that *he resolution if accepted would have the effect of giving special privileges 
to political pnsooers irrespective of the nature of the ofrenc& This had been repeat- 
edly debatea but had never been accepted in principle. It would have the inciden- 
tal effect of neeessiuting revolutionary changes in the structure of jails with an enor- 
mously increased expenditure lo fiuance which would he a serious Jifliculty. 

The resolution was rejected without being pressed to a division. 

7Vfo aUisr fesolutims lor raisiog the Intermediate College at Bancbi to a degree 
college and the recruitment of aborigines in a reasonable percentage in the Govern- 
ment departments were withdrawn aitcr some discussion. 

I2th. FEBRUARY Ck>uncil discussed to-day non-official resolutions on fkc 
subject of in^ositim of octroy duty, introduction of free primary educatiofi. eleetwn 
of members on Rte Board of Industries and the advisory committees of the R N. 
W. R. and E. I. B. and abolition of the post of si^bool inspectors. 
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The redulutiotiB were cither r^ted or withdrawn after diacuaHion. 

On being preaacd on the natter of introduction of free primary education, the 
Minister for ivducatiou said that if the Council was prepared to agree he could bring 
forward a primary education Bill with a proposal of additional taxation for the 
purpose. 

Bwdgelfor 1031-32 

I8ih, i^senting the Budget for 1931-32 in the Council to-day, the 

Jion’hle the Rn].! of Kanika, Finance Member, said that the civil disobedience movement, 
comWned wi^ the fall in prices, had involved a loss of half a crore of rupees to the 
province, which was admittedly the poorest in India. The loss of revenue was foriy- 
two lakhs and the increase in expenditure 12 lakhs. They started the current year 
with a haUnce of one crorc forty-nine lakhs and sereniy thousand, of which forty-two 
i^hs and fifty-eight thousand was in the Famine Relief Fund. The revenue which 
fMy expected to receive in the current year was five crores and eighty-four ard 
three quarter lakbs. Forty-two lakhs of that sum had now di8api>ear^ The out- 
standing fart was that the excise revenue would he nearly forty-three lakhs less thsn 
they anticipaU'd last February. Their expenditure charg^ to revenue fot the 
current year was expected to amount to six crores snd one and a half lakhs. But 
they now found it would be six crores and thirteen and a half lakhs, a total increase 
of twelve lakhs. The salient fact was that jails and convict scttlementa were going 
to co^t them ten and a half lakhs more than they anticipated and the police one 
and a hflif lakhs more. Tbev expected to reduce their balance by nineteen and a 
half lakhs. They now foniid that they would reduce it by fifty -nine and three 
quarter lakhs in^tuad of the closing balance of one crore and twenty and a half 
iakhs they would iia>u aher taking a credit of improvement of nearly eight Iikha 
in the opening bnlunce of just under ninety lakhs of which forty-six and a half lakhs 
would bo in Famine Rciicf Fund, two and* a half lakbs would represent buhveotiODt 
from the centra! road development account and forty-one lakhs their ordinary balance. 
Their revenue for the uext year would amount to five crores and fifty-four and a 
half lakhs. 

On the cx^-kenditurc side they found that their ordinary obligatory emndiiure 
charged to revenue would amount to five crores and seventy-four lakhs. Aat was 
to say there would bo a deficit of about twenty lakbs in revenue {KXiitioo and incln- 
diog their capital heads their total receipts would be five crores ond seventy-seven 
lakhs and their total expenditure six crores and a half iakb. That would have meant 
that their closing balance would come down to sixty-six and a half lakhs in sub- 
ventions from the road development account and only 14 lakhs uud thirty-three 
thousand in ordinary balances. Realising the seriousness of this ix^sition the Govern- 
ment decided that twenty lakhs would be sppropriated from the Famine Relief Fund 
for expenJilurc uu iion-rccurring items and retrenchments to the ^ extent of ^ght 
and three quarter lakhs were ejected in the first iKiitioti of expenditure. The total 
amount for uew expenditure was just over six lakbs. 


CiENEBAL Discussion or BuiKin 

General Discussion of the Budget was held in the Council from the 28 i‘d, to 
rEBHUARy. A dozen of speakers stressed on the urgent need of retreiicbment, parti- 
cularly in imperial service charges. I'he principal speakers were Afr, Sachchidumnda 
Smha and Mr, DicarkoMath, who pleaded for a bold policy of retrenchment, at they 
thought it was the only remedy to save the province from financial chaos. 

Mir. Sinha suggested that the Local Government should send a despatch to the 
Qtcret^ of State through the Government of India, suggesting curtailment of 
imperial service charges, as without doing it administration in the province would 
bo impossible. 

Winding up the discusaioo the Raja of Kanika^ Finance Member, aaid 

that their financial position was not to serious as oi many of ^hc other 
Ptovtaoea. Their general view was that unleet their ettimatea of revenue 
aerionsly Bilsifiod they would bo able t**. get through the nest year 

making any more drastic retrenchment. As far as they could see tbmr 
^hgatory expenditure in iri3-33 ought not to be much more than 8 or 9 lakb^ in 

exesss of tl^ revenue providca they exercised strict economy As regards 
^udioo in aaiaries he pointed out, firstly, that it was not yet certain that ^ 
^vetioD would be jostitel and, secoudiy, the matter oorld only adequately be tickled 
^ in nI? I^ia baiw. The Coandl then adjourned till the 9tb. Mara. 
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THE a & O. LEGISLATIVE OOUNGHJ 
ImPLEMEXTCSO the SETTLEICEffT 

Oth» MARCH the Coaneil met to-day, Mr, Saehehitktnamla Sinhapot^ 

tboit-notiee qneatioD to the Goverament aaking what steps had been taken them 
to implement the peace ainreement. 

Mr, Sarhehidanand 8ifiko.— Will ibe Government be pleased to state what action 
they have taken in refrard to the settlement between the Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi ? 

Mr, J, D, The Government have already withdrawn the notifications 

declarioff various Con^press bodies to be nnlawfnl associations and have put matters 
in detail for the release of non-violent prisoncra to he started as soon as civil dis- 
obedience is called off In Bihar and Orissa. But they have no information that the 
Provincial Confess Committee have yet taken any action to implement the orders 
issued by the Congress Working Committee. The proacentions under the Ordinances 
have lapsed. All standing cases are being examined to see if they fall within the 
category of non-violence. Tbe collection of costs of additional police has been sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Bachcbidanand Sinha then read the following letter issued by the Provincial 
Congress Committee for the information of the Government :»Tbe Bihar Provincial 
Confess Commit ie liaa issued telegraphic instrnctions on the 6th instant to all 
subordinate committees to discontinue civil disobedience immediately in compliance 
with the direction of the Working Committee from Delhi. 

The Bon, Mr. Sifton replied that he was glad that the Congress bad taken action 
in the matter and toe Government should not be slow to respond. 

Voting ox Budget Demands 

The voting on the budget demands then commenced. Sc\eral cut motions regard- 
ing land revenue and excise demands were discussed. 

The Council passed the w'hole land revenue demand. 

10th, MARCH:— The Council passed to-day the budget dtmamh fnider excUe, 
stampe. foreste and regutration. The demand under Irrigation was being discussed, 
when the Council adjourned. Ihere was eomc debate on a token cut in the r^stra- 
tion demand, to call attentiou to the claims of tbe backward communities in the 
registration services. Tbe Minister in-charge having stated that he was trying to 
encourage such appointments and was prepared to give due consideration to tbe 
demand the motion was withdrawn. 

Ilth, MARCH Under a token cut moved by Mr. Srikrishna Prasad the Council 
discussed to-day at length tbe Irrigation policu of Government, Non-ofiicial members, 
including Rai Bahadur Dwarkanath, Khan Bahadur Saghirul Haq and Nawabxada 
Mehdi pressed on the attention of the Government to tbe several irrigation schemes 
for the benefit of agriculturists. 

The Raja of Kanika, on behalf of the Government, explained that Government 
were fully aware of the possibility of bcnclitting the agriculturists by providing irri- 
gation works. But they were also aware of tbe fact that irrigatiou works were ex- 
pensive, and there was no justification for spending the general revenues on improv- 
iDg the agricultural estates, especially those permanently settled. He wm trying to 
expedite the placing of a new Act before the Council regarding minor irriga^mu 
schemes. Until that Act was in oi^eration tbe progress of minor irrigation scheme 
must oeoessarily be slow. The motion was ultimately rejected. 

^ The Council *ben voted the whole demand under irrigation. 

12th, MAPCH The Council discussed to-day the demand under general 
administration, 

A out was proposed in the provision for the Governor's personal stafl* and 
household as a measure of economy. But after the Goverument repljy that ths 
espraditure was not excessive and His Excellency himself carefully scrutmized it, tbe 
motion was withdrawn. 

The motion proposing total omission of the Ministers' salaries was not move^ 

Under a token cut in the provision for tbe Ministers' salaries Mr. Srikrittos 
Prasad criticised the policy of tbe Minister for local Self-Government, in supersed- 
ing the local bodies, ^veral non -official members ^oined issue with^ the mover sod 
pfiiKled for a i^mpatbetic attitude towards the local bodies acd condemned the 
policy if wUpexMsioD. 

On bebali of the Government it was stated th..^ superoession was applied as s 
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lait (Mort when all other imedy was eihanated. The dehate waa beinK otmtiaaed 

00 the next dey, the Wk. MARCB^ wheu after a prolonged discaasion Uie token eat 
wee withdnwDe 

The Minister defended his policy, stating that they could not shut their ejM 
10 the worst thinn hapMniog in mnnicIpalitieB. l*hey were eery relnctant to 
supersede and only as a last resort when matters were beyond remedy that th^ had 
snperseded two local bodies, fie contemplated a Bill whereby they could have 
only partial snpersession and avoid gc neial supersession. 

The non-officials had their first victory when Mr. B. h^iiibirs li»kcn cut of Be. 

1 in the provision for the Board of Revenue was carried by 38 votes aflainst^. 
Mr. Sinna urged the employment of Indians us managers of court cf wards» 
especially the fiettiab court of wards. 

Mr. Binba also raised the question nf abolition of the |K>st8 of ooinniiraoners 
under a token cut The debate was not concluded when the Council adjourned. 


/M. MARCH The Council voted to-day the budget dswand i» 
of ike general administration and the adMinistration of justice, Mr. mchcbida- 
nanda Siiiha's token cut proijosing the abolition of the {losta of divisional commit- 
•kmen was rejected. i 

The Government justified the retention of comtLissioners from the admioisiniive 
point of view. u 

The demand under juile and convict setiiements uas under discussion when me 
Council adjourned. 

I7ih. MARCH Replying to a short notice question put by Mr. firikrishna 
in the Council to-day regarding the progrtws in tbc release of political pnsoneia, tw 
Chief Secretary replied that approximately 2,000 prisoners had been already reieasw 
and steps were being taken to release the reinnhung prisoners except those convictea 
of violence or inciieineiit thereof. , » • • i a 

Replying to a question regarding the 'cportcd dissolution of the legislatures ana 
the hoiaing of fresn elections, the Chief S«*fcretary replied that the Goverumeut bad 
no information if such step was contemplated. 

The Council then voted the demand for the Jail dcparlment, , - , . . 

Mr. Sachebidananda Hinha moved a token cut irginj: the need of laying down 
a definite policy with r gard to the clnssification of political prisoners. 

The Government replied that the present method^ of elassipcation hto woraca 
satisfactorily. In view of the peace agreement the motion was withdrawn. 

The police demand was under discussion when the Council adjournea. 

ISlh, MARCH The Council voted to-day the police demand and the demanda 

for scientific departoieiits and education. 

A retrenchment issue was raised in the police budget by Mr. oriirifnna rfWM* 
The Government replied that it was the price that they had to pay for sfcurity. 
There was no room for any reduction in police budget. The ^licc were essential 
for tbc development and iwoteclion of the proMnee from the disorder, ^ 

Under a token cut in the provision for grants to tbc latna Lnivcraily in toe 
Education budget, Mr. Sar-hebidananda 8inha raiaed a discussion regarding the policy 
involved in the appointp'cnt of the ofiiciol Vice-Chancellor in succession to a uw- 
official. He said that it was not a queetiou of principle. According to tM polity 
laid down and traditions wt up, it was desirable to aru^int a non-official public 
man as the Vice-Cboncellor of ihe Fatna University, There was a strong public 
feeling on the question of a depart ure from ibe policy. . j * .u* 

The Minister for Education replied that no departure was lu^./ed in l»« ^npotoi- 
ment of Mr. Justice MaePbersoo as the Vice-ChEncellor, Tbc Goyernmen^att uot 
laid down a definite policy by which an official could not be appointed. They haU 

only decided that the post be honorary. ^ • 

Mr. Jnatire MaePbervon has had considerable administratJvc zSt 

educational attainments. He gave instances in which the High Court judges were 
appoint^ Vice-('hanccllor in other Universities 1^. 

Mr. Bimala Charan. Mr. Khalilur Rahman and Mr. Bhtgav.ali ttarw opposed the 
iBQtioD. The discussion had not concluded when the Council adjourned. 

CPJTICIKM of PRE8JI>EyT*8 Rui.wo 

19th, MARCH t^Bdore the day’s proceedings began in the Council the 
Ptesident zderied to an ioddent which occurred outside the Council last evening. 
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He eijid ibnt tome nieDiben of (he CouDcil, includinc Mr. Athar UoMtin, met him 
oat in the ▼eriDdah and talked to him about hie nilina in not allowing more 
epc^'hee id yestorday'a debate aud calling the mover to repiy He told them that 
baying once called the mover to reply, it was hia discretion whether he would per- 
mit any ot her member U) speak or not 

Mr. Athar Hussain, thereupon, said : ‘You have improperly used your discretion. 
He^ told the member that he should not use such an egression. On this the mem- 
"W said : 1 will repeat it in the Council tomorrow.” Then he told him that if the 
tnember did that be would take snch action as he thought prorar. He should like 
J"® b>®ibhcr to withdraw that expression which was improper. But if ho did not do so 
he did not pro)>m to take any action in the matter ticcause this was the first 
incid^ft of Its kind, lie advised the members not to criticise hia ruling either in 
the House or within its precincts and, on any infringement in future of this, he 
would take disciplinary action in exercise of the powers vested on him. 

Hr. Athar Hussain withdrew the cxpnsaiou and said that he did not mean any 
man It and talked in a friendly way. 

The incident thus ended amicably. 

Mr* ^ebehidanand Liuba's token cut in the Education budget was withdrawn 
oil the Minister's assurance that when there was a vacancy in the future, the ques- 
tion of appointing a non-official public man as Vice-chancellor would receive their 
serious and sympathetic consideration. 

The guillotine was applied and all the budget demands were passed. 

*J0ih, MARCH :~The Council voted to-day ail the eupplcnientarg dentatuls 
brought forward by the Government. The demand under the head of ‘administnlion 
of iustice* met with some opposition. 

Mr. ^chchidananda Binna criticised the action of the Government in lanuching 
prosMUtions and cases which, he said, ought not to have been started and which 
involved unnecessary expense. 

7/m Rihar and Orissa Opium Smoking Aweptdtncnt Bill, a Government measure 
deigned to register persons addicted to opium habit, was under discussion when 
the Council adjournra* 

OnrM EATEKa To Br Registeeep. 

'Jlst. MARCH The Council to-day passed the Bihar and Orissa 
C^ium bmokiog Amendment Bill, a Government measure, to register 
addicts and circulated for opinion the Bihar and Orissa Municipal Amendment 
Bill, another GovA-rnmeiit lucaKurc^ dc^iigned to cmijowcr the Government to assiet 
A municipality by taking the duties of aasesarnent collection and remission of 
(axes on thi'if h^uif without reaioiing to total supcTHcssioo. 

Mr. Sacliciitdaiifind Binha said that be would aider a detailed criticism of the 
Bill till a later stage. 

lUI Bahadur Dwarka Nath objtctcd to additional powers being given to the 
Minister when the existing power of supersieeHion had not been properly userl. He 
thought that the Tliil would introduce a defective and bad principle of dyarchy and 
H dual couiruJ in the niuiiioiMl adminlstrution. 

Messrs. Bhagawati Saran Sngh, Srmaudan Prashad. Narayan Singh Sharma and 
others supporttd tim Bill. 

The Council was then prorogued. 
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On Ihe other hand, lor enenditare on rerenne aooonnt we propoae a eum of 
Tbi. 2,70,63 acaioat Tra. 2.93,24 . in the budget eatimatea of the current year. Our 
firopoaed expenditure ia theieiore 22h^ lakha leaa than waa contemplated when the 
current year*a budget waa framed. Needleaa to aay. therefore, new achemea almoat 
diaappear. We can only hope to profide for acren new achemea all the Tranaferred 
half of Qoremment. baring one. 

Thia unhappy exhibition of raniahing balancea ia grave and diatincly diacoocerting. 
Aaaam, which ia liable to the depredationa of natural forcea like flooda and earth- 
quato almost annually, cannot continue with immunity to passively submit to the 
hopeless condition. 1 eariiosly request all hon’blc membiRrs of the House and the 
general public, to give the Government their ungrudging co-ooeratioo in remedying 
the situation. The conditions of fiiiancial security cannot be met with a cash 
balance of less than 40 lakhs. As I mentioned, the floods of 1929 cost ns 35 
lakhs. 

There are only two measures which can ameliorate this financial condition 
and they are, increase<l income and <lecrca8iid expenditure, or in other words, 
Taxation and Retrenchment. With a vi;‘W to the former. Govern mciit propose to 
introduce-- 

(1) a Court Fees (Amendment) Bill, to bring its provision of land suits 
valuation on a par with those of .Madras and Bihar and Orissa which, if passed 
by the Council, wilt double the court fees payable for such suits; 

t2) Court Fees and Btamp (Amendment) Bills, to bring them to the same level 
as in Bciml, provided the iiun>ofliciat members so desire and carry the resolutions 
to that efl^t which have been tabled for discussion this session by various hon’bic 
inembors. 

They arc also considering the qnesiion of introducing, at a later session, a Local 
Kates Bill, which will increase the income of our local boards, thereby relieving the 
provincial revenues to some extent. Any other constructive, measure or measures of 
iucreasing provincial revenues or uf decreasing expenditure (though not, I hope, 
productive expenditure), from this House, will he wcleomcd nnd earefuDy consideretl 
oy Ciovcrnmeiit. 

Non Ofi k ial Ui^oi.rnoNs 

lOth, MARCH :^\t to-day's sitting of the Council, non-of(^cirti resolftftnu9 were 
discussed, all of which were either withdrawn or lost. 

Mr, Cooper, a planting member, moved a resolution recommending nn 
cnhaucement of court fees and stamps for the purpose of iitili/.ing the annual 
receipts therefrom on water supply. 

Ike Hon, Sir Syed SnaduUn, on behalf of ihc Government, slateii that while the 
Government were anxious to have the mandate of the Ouncii. on the question at 
issue, CioveriimcDt members would not vote on it. The Opposliioii waa based mainly 
on the ground that, iu the' present economic condition, it was not an opportune 
moment when people should be further tixed. The rcHolution was lost. 

Another resolution which raised considerable debate met a similar fate. It was 
moved by Kkan Sahih Mashraf, recommending that all appointments in the 
Executive, Police, Excise and Kegisiration Departments in the Provincial and 
Subordinate Services should be filled by .a competitive examijiaiion with cornmiiiial 
reservations. 

General Discussion or Buuoet 

IWt, MARCH :^-GencraJ discussion of the budget commenced lu-day. The. teuor 
of the speeches of the Indian members was retrenchment in ex|x$nditure and the 
appointment of a retrenchment Committee. 

&bu Sanatkumar Das, speaking in Bengali, urged a redaction in the pay of 
Government servants to a quarter from the Governor downwards. 

The two Muchi members spoke in Hindi, one on the economic condition and the 
other urging remission of forest rates. 

Mr. Whitherington, a planting member, urged the contiuuanco of E.B. Ry. Taugla- 
Rangapara extension through Darrang to North Lakhimpur. He pointed out the 
bad communications on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, making transport of 
Mods extremely difficult, which, if improved, would increase the revenue of the 
mvince, enabling it to open up land and tap huge forests. He deprecated the sys- 
tem of oolleetioD of revenues from tea gardens by ''Mauzadars*’ nnd suggested direct 
realisation thereof by Government saving the payment of commission to ^Mauzadars ". 
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Mr. BoIKd^ detailed tbe existiof; crisis in the tea lodastry in India owioR to the 
flooding of the world market with Jars tea which, in the last twenty-fire years, had 
tncreaeed six times over the present imports, those into India alone being rained at 
abont thirty lakhs. He asked the local Oorernmeiit for help by reqnesting the 
Qofemment of India immediately to approach the Secietaiy of Bute for snpport to 
the memorial which was being submitted by the Indian Tea Assoeiaiioa, London, 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer asking for the re-im position of the dnty of lour 
pence per pound on all for«4gn tea imported into the United Kingdom, which duty 
was repealed by Mr. Churchill in April 1929. 

The Finance Member, in reply, assured the Mouse that the discussion of this 
snbjert would be brought to the notice of the Government of Itdia with a request 
that, if they saw fit, a strong representation would be made to the Secretary of State 
for the protection of tea in India. 

Non-official Resolutions 

I2th, MARCH The Council to-day discussed iion-official resolutions. 

Mr Rohiui Kumar (Jhoudhury’s adjournment motion to discuss the inconvenienocs 
caused by the carrying of mails to Upper Assam by a goods train from Fhndu and 
the detention of Upper Assam passengers, travelling by the up and down mails, for 
a period of six hours at Pandu was disallowed by the President on the ground that 
it infringed the rule that only one nmiter could be discussed in tbe same motion and 
also that the Government had no authority over the postal or railway department. 

The Government accepted and tbe Council passt^d the resolution of Mr. Pyari 
Mohan Lass recommending the formation of a commiitec to draw up a suitable bill 
either on the lines of the Goal para Tenancy Act or the Bengal Tenancy Act to 
replace the existing tenancy law in 8ylbci 

Premier's Statement Welcomf.d. 

14th. MARCH to-day's sitting of the Council Mr. Mokendra Hath Chhain 
moved a resolution that the Assam Council welcotntM the dcTlurution of British policy 
regarding tbe constitutional developments in India, outlined in the Prime Ministers 
speech at the end of the Round Table l.>oufereiiee in London and records the opinion 
that tbe principK« enunciated should nfibrd a satisfactory basis for further discussion 
and eventually provide India with a coiiHiitiitioii that will satisfy iiidiau aspiration 
acceptable to all sections of the community. 

Mr, Munawwarali moved a resolution further to record the appreciation of the 
steps taken by the Goveronieiit of India and the Uoiigress Working Committee to 
create a favourable atmosphere for iitukiiig a proper eoiistitiiiion tor India and the 
profound sense of graiefuiricss to Lord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi for the untiring 
zeal and energy and far-sighted statesmanship, displayed by them in briogiug 
about the happier state of things. Members of all parties joined in the discussion 
in support oi both these motions. 

Mr. Roffey, Planting Member, supportfjd the action of the European del^ates to 
the Bound Table Conference and stated that the pluntiug group approved of the 
report r^ardmg responsibility at the centre, subject to the safeguards 
mentioned therein, lie pleaded tor' co-opcriiiioti ami goodwill of all parties to enable 
the report to be implemented 

Th% Honshu air SaadtUla stated that Government members would not partieipate 
iu the discussion of the aforesaid motions, but copies of the proceedings would be for- 
warded to the Government of India. 

The resolutions were earned wiihout a dissenticiii voice. 

Legislation for Apulteratxon 

Another resolution for steps to be taken to introduce an early legislation to eom- 
Mt the sale of adulitrated ghee, butter, musiard oil etc., was also carried. The 
kouse then rose for the day. 

Governor's Addbesb 

ffiM. if Addressing the Council to-day. His Excellency Sir Laurie 
Hammond suggested the appointment of a suii-Cuiuroitiee of the Fitisnce 
Committee to examine the dt talk'd budget and explore ail means of economy ** 

Jpy possible increase in provincial revenues. In course of his address 
His Excellency said:— May 1 first aay a few words about the politieia 
situation ? This, a month or so back, was distiucily gloomy and I waa myself 
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•askmt •• to wbal mntfc be tbe olHnete ontoome At a period of ooimidertble 
•ooDomie dietrcea, owing to the endden fell in prices of agricnltarsl prodnee, there 
wee In prtgrsse an agitation which mast inevitablj from purely fcnnomie eaoaes 
and quite apart from any political sentiment., hare eventually resulted in serious 
riots. Ibere were indications that people, denied the right of acoem to the cheapest 
market, might wlah to help themselves by looting. We all appreciate and ap,>land 
the settlemait that has been arrived at and we tr*ist that it may lead to a permanent 
and Ittting bHterment of political relations both in this province and throughout 
Ipdia. On the part of the Assam Oovernment there has been and will be besitatiou 
in carrying out with liberal and generous interpretation the orders of the Government 
of India. All the **political prisoners**, so called, numbering 211, were released at 
ones. In one pending case where it is alleged that s Kodali was used as a non- 
Tiolent weapon the prosecution will continue. 

1 hope that in response to ibis action there will be a cessation of picketing and 
social boycott, and at this time when everyone is feeling the pinch of economic 
diitress nothing will be done to prevent a man from trying to live as cheaply as 
possible, or to earn an honest livelihood in the way he deems most profitable- 

Befenring to tbe< financial position which, he said, was a source of more acute 
ausiety to-oay than the political, be criticisfd the suggestion for reduction of 
salaries and advised the members **not be scared or stampeded into false economy— 
still less into a repudiation of liabilities.” 

Turning to possible means of increasing revenue be drew attention to the question 
of Eicise revenue which had decreased in ten years by nearly 17 lakha despite 
an increase of 1.7 per cent in population. 

Oonld they, he asked, with their finan'ies in their present condition justify a 
sentimental objection which prevt.ited the Assam Government from collecting the 
lull revenue ou all forma of intosicattng liquors in the province ? 

Continuing His Excellency said : am told that much of our opium revenue 

is now pocketed by dealers in contraband opium. There is good reason to believe 
tbs contention to be correct that we lose lakbe of rupees a yi^ar owing to smuggling 
and illicit distiliatioo. It is in the present condition of Assam a most diffieuU 
problem. 

As regards opium. I had hoped we should solve it by the introduction of opium 
In tablet form which we would sell and distribnte through our own agency thus 
abdishing the ‘mahaldar* and hia malpractices. Unfortunatdy there has been delay 
in the matter of getting machinery to make tablets which all provinces will accept, 
but I hope the scheme will eventually be introdueed.” 

Beferriog to revenues derived from Road be said : compared just now 

our excise revenue which we obtained in the neighbouring provinces. I would aak 
to study also the road cess returns in Bengal and Bibar and Orissa sa compared 
with tbe revenue derived fiom local rates in this Province in 1928-29 provincial 
revenues in Assam provided over 20 lakhs in grants to local bodies of which 
l akh* was for educational purposes, tbe balance of 13 lakha being given in aid of 
other activities of the local boards. It is obvious that in the future the Assam 
Goverumeut will find it increasingly difficult to continue these grants and sooner 
or later tbqy will be forced, so it seems to me, to pursue the course followed 
riiewheie.” 


Ihe Governor then referred to the present precarious position of the tea industry, 
e Government of lodia in the past had received considerable revenues from this 



igilegaarding in the United Kingdom which might save the situation, 
Voting on Budget Grants 


After the Governor’s address discussion on the demands for grants com- 
meneed. The Council voted the entire demands under land revenue, stamps, forest, 
lallwayt, navigation and superannuation allowances and. pensions. 

i7(A MMCH At to-days sitting tbe Council passed the Byni Sueceuion Bill 
brouff^t by the Government, declaring the main prii.eiples of the customary law of 
ancoeition in Bijni Bsj in Gioaipara district by virtue whereof Mr. Jogendni Narayaii 
Deb shall, during hit life time, be the holder of the Baj and, alter his death, Mr. 
Bhairabeodxa Naiayan Deb will succeed him. 
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Hr. Monawwar Ali’a motion for the eircnlation of the ilMam Omri Fm 
mini Bill roncerning land anita valaaiion for eliciting public opinion waa adopted. 

Coiiaiderable debate ensuid on the Assam Laud Revsnuit Ri*oss€ssmwi Bui 1930, 
which was returned to the Council by the Governor for reconsideraiion, partkulimy 
of the asses^inent of land revenue at 12^ per cent instead of 10 per cent. The 
amendment was lost. 17 voting for and 23 against. 


It may be remembered that iu Septemlier Inuf. the Coaucil fixed ten par 
cent, as the maximum level of assrssment. in Land Kcvoiine Reassessment Bill* 
The Governor sent the bill for rreonsideration with a suggestion recommending J2}t 
per cent. In the debate held to-day Rai l^ihadur Nilambar Dutta led the opp^tion 
to this proposal nf the Governor. 

Messrs. Rohini Ktiniiir Ohondhury. i<:irbe.H\uir l>iiruB. Brindabaii Chondra Goswami. 
Rev. Nicholls Roy and olhcih strongly HiipiH)ruHi liim. The planters group remained 
neutral. A strong appeal was ni ide to tlie two Miniat ni by the Rai Bahadur not 
to oppose the popular cause. When divia on was calhd amongst elected membera 
Rai Bahadur Kajani Kanta Olioudhury from Barpela and Dalim Chandra Bora from 
Ttzpore voted with the Governnient. * so did also tho nominated mombem. The 
Governor'a amendment waa however lost by a inajority of six votes. 


JSth» MARCn Discussion on demands for grants was reatimed to-day in the 
Council. A full dres** <ii*b:it»* uh)1c |daee on the motion for the reduction of Ministers* 
salaries from Rs. 3.5tX) to Rs. 2,500. 

The planting group, which considered Rs. 2.503 ati snflicieiit, could not voteii their 
party waa cnmniifted by their lead r Mr. lioftVy at last March session to nitXn 
the Ministers' salaries at 2,500 uiitill the pr*'8eiit constitution existed. The motion 
was pressed to a division and lost. 13 voting for and 2(5 against. 

Toe Council then voted tlm entire d<>mands under general administraiion. jails and 
convict aettleinents, famin*' relief and a^huinistration of justice, all the motiona on 
ndnetion thereon being either witbdeawn or loaf. 


194A .Vlmost whole day waa taken by the OouncU to-day OA 

dsmands for grants under Polics and Xwm Riftss, 

Onaure motions were raised in the discussion generally on tho efficieney of tho 
policy espeidally the C I. D. 

Sir SMuiia sssared the House that the Govern ment wsa always ansfont to 
eorreet the defoefs of the police and wmihi be too glad to receive any report of 
miahebaviour on tbe part of the police officers. 

In connection with tbe censure mofi<Hi regarding the Awam Rifios Sardar Bahadur 
Jangbir Lama made nn impressive Bpce<>h in Hindi relating to ita utility and mini* 
mnm expenditure at wbieb it was nminririned. 

The censure motions were, however, either withdrawn or lost and the entire petloo 
demands voted by the Council. 

Id conuertion with the demand for provincial advancea and loaua aeootillt, A 
censure motion was raised in the discus«i<m on tbe inadequacy of tho grant Co meet 
the needs of distressed people by way of agricultural loana. 

Sir Saadolla stated that the govi’fnment was doing their best. The motion wan 
foot by 1 vote. The Council then adjouroed. 


COSDITIOW OF RTOTS 


2(Hh, MARCH:-^hy the casting vote of the Presidcut the Council rvieeted to-day 
A resolution by Mr. Rohini Kumar t'howethury for tbe conatitotion of a atiudlng 
committee in each district to enquire into the conditions of tbe ryots and their AblU- 
lity to pay land revenue as well as to repon what remission was neceasary. It was 
proposed that the committee should consist of the deputy commissioner and aevenl 
elected members of tbe Council sod tbe chairman of the local board coneemed. 


2ht Pisrussion continued in the Council to-day on dsmands for 

grants under Exriss, The censure motiona rsising discussion on tbe excise poiiey 
were either lost or withdrawn. 

Oenaure motions under Printing raised a disru^sion op tbe inadequate syflupetfay 
for encouragement of local pn'ssi*s in the matter of printing Government forms, THe 
motions were either lost or withdrawn. 

Under miscelleneons Darbar charges, Mr. Munawarali moved a token col for the 
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imoMdiite wiCbdTMrd of che Cbio Hillt SeipiltlioD Na 6 of IM fioni flhilloi^ 
vndor whkk tlM Df. OommiMiooor osnel onj iKm-notife. whooo pmeooo fi 
iipvdod to bo iojunoiif to peooo tod good adninittnitioo. 

Mr. Oowrofo, CSiwf BeoreUrj, ttetad that OoTomment roroiriiiaed the ehange of 
eooditioot to Shillong Town and proponed the ieine of a notification oancolUng tlM 
Mid Bogalation operating in Shillong. The cenenre notion waa tbecenpon wiUiaiawn. 

2M, For the firet time, this eeefiion, Oorernment enetained a defeat in 

the Oooneil to-daj when by a token cnt nnder JEdueaHon demand a diieneeion waa 
laiiod abont the inadeqaaej and irregniarlry of payments to the primary school 
te&ohm. The cat was carried, 27 voting for 12 aealnst. Other token cats raising 
disenssion generally on the educational policy of Oovemment were either withdrawn 
or lost 

Ifi*. Wiiheringt'in discussed the ^aestion of narrow limits of career followed by 
Assam boys, namely, overfed medical, electrical and legal proft-ssions. He saggeated 
that the Edneation Department should help the parents to decide whst trimo or 
profession their children should follow and to devise means of opening up new 
nrenues tor life's work and to adapt the curricula m so as to obviate the necessity of 
bringing in the Ghiocne, Punjabis etc. to do the work which the Assamese ought to 
do, and thus obviate the unemployment problem. 

Mr. Witherington wft generally supported by other members. 

2h§ Bon'hU Mr, Bamidf Minister, replying stated that Government wonid do 
their beat for the technical education and observed that unemployment was 
a national question in which the public should co-operate with the Government. 

The Council TOted the Education, Medical and Public Health granu after which it 
adjourned. 



The Bnroa Legislatire Conncil 


Hie Excellency Sir Oharlee Innee, the Goyernor opened the Bud^rct Seenion of 
the BariDA Legislatiyi Council at Banpioon on the 12th. February 193!. He referred 
in the course of his spi^ech to the recent rebtllion in the District, paid a tribute 
to Sir Joseph Maunfr Gji'syork as Acting: Governor and hoped that they might say 
that the trouble was at an end. 


Referring to the recesaity of converting the recent Ordinance into ordinary law. 
His Ezceiicncy meiition«l the existence in Burma of a small section of the Bengal 
Revolutionary party for years past, nhich had since incrcast'd in numbers and which 
was responsible for the attempt to wreck a train conveying several high Government 
officials and which set itself to the task of trying to corrupt the younger generatious 
of Burma. 


Six Charles Innes added that they had every reason to congratulate themaelvea on 
the principle of aeparatinn being acce pted by the Round TiiMe t'onference and the 
announcement of constitutional advance of Burma by Mr. Wedgwood Benn seemed 
to him entirely satisfactory. 


Budget for 193l--‘32 


Mr. Thomas Cooper, the new Finance Member, presented the first budget remark- 
ing that the current year had been one of disaster with provincial finances. A de- 
crease of Rs. 70 lakhs in revenue under ten heads, including Land Revenue and 
Ezeise. was anticipated at the end of the current year of which the Land Revenue 
accounts decrease was Ra lakhs and Fxcise Rs. 25 lakhs ; but owing to the 
increase of Rs. 32^ lukhs under certain heads the fall in the net revenue in the 
current year was apptozimately Rs. 32>^ lakhs, and almost exactly balanced by the 
nett decrease in expenditure. 

The estimated receipts for the year 1931-32 showed au opening balance of Ra. 33 
lakhs ordinary revenue, 1,026 lakhs with debt heads, and totalling Ra. 1,152 lakhs, 
while^ the anticipated ordinary expenditure was Rs. 063 lakhs, with other expenses 
totalling Rs. 1,143 lakhs, and leaving a closing balance of Rs. 9 lakhs. 

The approximate losses in revenue for the year 1931-32 as compared with the 
previous year was estimated to aggregate Rs 67 lakhs including Rs. under the 
Land Revenue, Rs. 25>4 under Excise, Rs. 11|4 under Stamps and Rs. 16>4 under 
Forests. 

Referring to the financial position of the province, the Finance Member said that 
it was on the surface unsatisfactory, and in the present straightened circumstan^, 
the immediate outlook was obscure. But fundamentally the position was sound, m 
if the revenue and expenditure met the anticipations, the province would owe only 
Ra. 354 lakhs or about one-third of the Provincial revenue oo the 31st March 1932, 
entailing an annual repayment of roughly Rs. 28 lakhs in 20 years, if so desired. 

The Council then adjourned the next day when there was a general diseussioo 
on the Budget to which only the Finance Member replied. 

Duty on CxoABRrnss. 


Uih. FEBRUABY the Council reiuming its sittings to-day, the Fbrssf 
MinUttr moved the Burma Cigarettes Duty Bill to impose a tax at the rate of Be. 1 
per pound on cigarettes mannfactared in Burma, also on those imported here which 
ere not taxed under the Tariff Act. Some ipembers opposed it on the ground 
that it would kill the local industry, and effect inter-provmcial leglalation regarding 
importi. 


The Forert Minister informed the House that a cigarette combine, in order to 
avoid the heavy duty, was now manofseturing cigarettes in India and importipir 
fhsm hsrs. The propo^ tax would yield nine lakhs. His motion to refer the W 
to a Belael Obnmtse wss pressed to a division. 


f Rahocox 


m THE BURHAfLEQlSLATIVE COUNCIL 

Tbs Cbiuixal Law AMorDMEXT Bill 

The Home Member introdocpd the Criminal Law Amendment Bill to supplement 
the ordinary Criminal Law and moved for iu conaiderdtion. He said the Bill was 
to replace the re<*ent Burma Ordinunre to deal w'ith revolutionaries, and was intended 
to be used only n^rainst perMoiis bi^lieved to be members of secret terrorist or^ani^- 
tions. He referred to the death of Mr. Lowman and Lt.-Col. Simpson in Bengal 
and the Chittagong raid, and said that the n)cmbers of the Bengal revolutionary 
party were coming to Burma and poiaoning the minds of the pt'jple settled here and 
also of the Burmaiis. The Bill was necessary to check them and prevent their 
propaganda. 

Several members opposed the Bill due to its wide scope and its giving more power 
to the police. The opposers of the Bill remarked that the recent rebelhou bad no 
connection with the Bengal revolutionaries and there was no justification for such a 
repressive measure. 

The debate had not concluded when the Council adjourned. 

NON-OFFiaAL Resolutio.\8 

16th, FEBRUARY Council reassembled to-day to discuss uon-offiefal resolu- 
tions. to-day being the first non-official day after the resumption of the session. 

After question time, the President made appreciative references to the long public 
service of the late Mr. James Emile Dubern, a member of the Burma L^islative 
Council representing the Trades* Association. The President expressed his intention 
to communicate to Mrs. Duliern a resolution of sympathy from the House. The 
members signified their assent by standing in silence. 

Medium of Instruction in Engineering School 

On to-day*s agenda being taken up the Governmeut suffered their first defeat 
by one vote over a resolution recommending that a civil engineering school be 
opened immediately where the BurmetMi language should be the medium of instruc- 
tion. Government members, opposing the resolution, pointed out the difficulties of 
teaching a scientific subject through Burmese language. They also pointed out the 
want of proper text books and suitable teachers and also the financial stringency 
at the present time. 

Land Revenue Abbebbment 

The Council had not concluded discussion on Mr. Tharawaddy U. Pn's resolution 
recommending reductioD in the rates of land revenue assessmeuts iu the districts 
when it adjourned. 

18th. FEBRUARY x^GovtxjimeTii suffered a heavy defeat to-day in the Council 
on Tharraieaddy U Pu’e resointion to reduce the land revenue aaaesament rates in 
all diatricts, on which the debate was resumed to-day. Non-official members of all 
parties supported the motion, pointing out the present unprecedented fall in the 
price of rice and the acute economic disrrees in the country. 

The Finance Member^ opposing the resolution, reminded the House of the recent 
Government announcement postponing the coilecrion of land revenue by three weeks 
imd explained the impracticability of the propcaal. He also remarked that the reduc- 
tion, if done, would eutail the curtailment of the activities of the nation-building 
departmente. The motion was pressed to division, and carried by a majority <3 
Si votes. 

^ Control of Paddy Price 

The debate on a resolution by Mr, U. Run, recommending to the Government to 
control the paddy market, and fix paddy price at Re. 180 per hundred baaketa of 
46 Iba each, waa proceeding when the Council adjourned till the next day, the t9th, 
February ^ when the resolution was carried by a majority of 20 votei, the Govern- 
ment agam auflering a defeat. 

Enquiry into Causes of Recent Ribino 

Mr, Tharrawaddy U Pu then moved a resolution recommending to the Govern- 
ment to appoint a committee, with a majority of non-official deeted members, 
representiug diffiennt parties of the House and presided over by a Judge of the 
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High Court, to enquire generally into the cnuacA which led to such revolutionary 
movement and the ailegfd czci-ssee in the action of those tmi^aged to support them, 
to find out ways and means to prevent a recurrence of such unprecedented risinn 
io Burma, to suggest remedies to the Government to restore peace and order in the 
country and to create a calm atmostphere in the country especially at this juncture 
when the people and Government were about to be actively engage in consultation 
for the introauction of a certain kind of responsible Oovornmeiit in the country. 

The debate wae proceeding, when the Council adjourned 

Causes of Rece^tt Risiko 

20th, Non-offlciul business concluded in the Council to-duy when 

the Government sufl'ered two defeats. 

The unfinished debate on Mr. Tharrawsddy U Pu's resolution was resumed. 

The Chief Secretary, opposing the resolution, said that until judicial proceedings 
•gainst those arresicd were finished, no enquiry would be held as it would prejudice 
the case. He doubted whether fiich an enquiry would create a calm atmoaphere 
and held that the dt nisnd for such an enquiry was now premature. 

After discussion, the resohitiou was cnrriea I)}* 40 against 32 votes, 

Dfmand for Aboution of Capitatiok Tax 

Another resolution recommending to the Government the al>olitioti of fho Capita- 
tioD Tax in Lower Burma and the Thuihaniitia Tax in Cpper Butina was also 
carried, after some debate, by a majority of 20 votes. 

The Council then adjourned till the next>day. AfuaMire of the Council this year 
during the four days* iion-ofiicial business was that the Council discussed only six 
resolutions out of the twenty which survived ballot, of which cue was withdrawn 
after debate, wliile five were carried, the Government siifieriiig x defeat in ciK>h case. 

Burma Cioarettes Duty Bill 

2Ui, FEBBVARY Coundt, after debating practically the wlioleday, psaaed 
the Burma Cigarettes Duty Bill ns amended by the s^lcet Oommtilee which owing to 
representations anbstitnted the contemplated tux of one rupee per poand to one rupee 
four annas per pound and rupees two and annas eight in other cases ou all cigarettes 
manufactured io Burma and those iuiimrted into Burma but untaxed under the 
Traffic Act. Several memliers of the People’s Puny and Mr. .foakiin, Burma Cham- 
ber representative and formerly nominated memlier, opposed tlie Bill ou the ground 
that the duty was too high and would affvci the local industry and also exportation 
of Burma tooacco, while membenH from other non-offidai blocks supiiortcd the Bill. 
The motions for the consideration of the Bill and its passage by the Forest Minitter 
were both pressed to division and carried by a large niaiorjiy. 

The Council also passed several additional grants. The time being up further 
debate on the Criminal Law Bill was not resumed to-dsy rmd was postpmied to 4tii. 
March. 

Mimbters' Salaries 

23rd, FEBRUARY the Council, to-day, Tbarrawaddy U. Pu’s motion for a 
token cut in the Ministers’ salaries for discussing and coiidt^mning dyarchy was nega- 
tived. Altbongh it was the last day for demands the Presideot adjourned the Council 
for want of quorum on the third occasion and as a result the Ministers’ demands 
wen not pasMd. 

Crl. Law Amendment Bell Rejected 

4fk. i^When the Council re-asscmbled to-day there was a debate on the 

Criminal Lute Amendment Bill which the Home Member introduced to 
convmrt the Burma Aoti-terrorist Ordinance .Into ordinary law. After two 
and half houra* discussion, the Home Member’s motion for consideration of the Bill 
waa lost in a division, 30 voting for and 46 against. 

Di .cotsion of the Budget cuts in the Education and Minister’s demands wss stso 
resumed, and the Council granted the entire demand without a cut after which the 
Council adjonrued till the next-day. , 

The amended autement of objiHits and reasons for the Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill i':sa«d this morning referred to the existence of a revolutionary party iristssd of 
s section of the Bengal Revolutionary party. To this attention was drawn by 
Ahacrawaddy H Pa daring the discussion. 
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(^inc the dtb»U on the Criminel Law Bill Cotanel W§lhwM (In oblige of 
the 0. 1. D.) appealed to the Home to mpport the Bill aod eafe the oonotcy irom 
being coatamioated by revolntiooary propaganda. He detailed the history and 
growth of the Bengal rofolationa^ party in Barma linoe 1922. He said the MWty 
first started eoileeting funds for the Bennd party, and later extended its lotifities 
and tried to get arms. The oonnection (u the Ben^ Party with Burma wu defi- 
nitely proved in the Dakohineawar ease in ilefi. Several revolutionary leaders 
visited Burma, mode Insein their headquarters, started propaganda and in 1930 
decided to commit outrages. 

Mr. Welbome also stated that the Bengal Bevolutionsiy Psr^ indirectly 
encouraged the Tbarrrswaddy rebellion by issuing seditious pamphlets. He remsrkea 
that violence woa alien to Burmese character and emphasised the necessity for such 
a bill u it was impossible for the police to prevent such a propogsuda under the 
ordinary law. 

Mr. M. 1. Khan, opposing, criticised the C. I. D. for not stopping such movements 
since 1922. He characterised the Bill as undignified and monstrous and said that 
the Bill would harass the public, os it was meant for every body generally. 

Mr. B. N. Dai, opposing, said that the Bill was ill-timed and ill-conceived. He 
submitted that the attempt to connect the so called Bengal Revolutiona^ with the 
unrest in Burma did not need intensive repudiation as on the hme of it, it was absurd. 
He repudiated the arguments ad ? need by the Home Member in support of the Bill 
when ha introduced it, aod pointed out that the Government had foiled to make out 
a cose either for the Ordinance or for this Bill. 


Sir Oi^r De Olanville, supporting the motion, said that there was no ground 
lor the allegation that the Bill would be used to harass the people os it contained 
safeguards. He said ho listened to the opposition spceehes with considerable sur- 
prise. The speaker believed that the Burma delegates at the Round Table Conference 
created a favourable impression in England, aod oelieved that Burma would get a 
large measure of Responsible Government, but what that measure was depended 
especially on the people on the Opposition side. He asked the members to bear in 
mind that whatever happened in the Council was being carefully watched in 
England. 

11. Ba Pi, Leader of the Fcopbi's Party (main opposition party), opposing 
remarktd that the Bill would increase hatred. Ho failed to understand why the 
Government did not nip the movement nine years ago. He said the causes of disaffec- 
tion in Burma were economic, and no amount of repressive measure would prevent 
the people committing crimes so long as they were hungry. He opposed the Bill 
maialy cm the ground that the Government were not trying to remove the root 
cause of hunger and starvation of the people, which would help recruitment of the 
Revolutionary party. “Lawless Law” be soia. would rekindle the flames, aod it 
was for the Government to find oat ways and means to bring about economic pros- 
perity. The present Bill tried to introduce a new precedent which was dangerous 
in the extreme, and therefore he oraosed it. 

Thi Home Memher replying said that it was entirely wrong to s^ that the 
Government were indirectly attempting to get at political agitators as Tharrawaddy 
lebeis as such sections were not included in the schedule of the Bill. He repeated 
that the Bill was aimed against terrorists whatever his nationality, aod said that it 
was entirely wrong to say that the Bill would give the Government power to 
harass the people. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost, a few members of the Independent 
^ Pony, tupporting the Government. 


5th. MARCH :-The Council to-day adopted a non-official motion urging a separate 
Bound Table Conference in London to forinulate a constitution and grant respoiiiible 
Qovemmeni to Burma. 

The Qoveroment remained neutral, while the Home Rule Party disoented. 

The President iDformed the House that the Governor bad sent a mentoge lor a 
reeODSideration of the i.'rimiuai Law Amendment Bill but the House did not grant 
leave to the Home Member to introduce the Bill. The Government was defeated by 
a majority of 11 votci. The Council was then proroyued. 



THE BOIBAy LEOSUTIVE COUROL 


Pieildral .—Sir A. M. K. DikhnI. 

TIm Budget Be84ioa of the Bombay Lsgialat i?e Council opened at Bombay on the 
18tk February 1931 under the presidency dir A. M. K. D^IuyI. In pceienttim the 
Budget estimates for the year 1931-32, the Hon'ble Mr. G. B. Pradhms, the iTnanee 
Member said 

'A review of the figures of the current year and the ensuing year is a tale of 
woe. We have to face it and try to find out ways and means. Ihe remedy of 
the evil far lies in our power’. 

Mr. Pradhan observed that the revised estimate of 1930-31 disclosed that the 
anticipated surplus of one lakh had been converted into a deficit of 110 lakhs of 
which the fall in escise revenue alone accounted for Rs. 76 lakhs and forest dues 
for Bs. 19 lakhs was partly due to vigorous picketing and the campaign for non* 
payment of taxes. Xiiia dcUcit, continued the Finance Member, had been met partly 
from the previous year s balance and partly through retrenchment in travelling snn 
other allowances of otheiats as well ns the abolition of the Development department 
and the posts of water diviner and superintending engineer, Minor Irrigation works. 
The advisability of other measures of economy like the retrenchment of the taiariei 
of .the ministerial services, and the salaries of the existing officials, said Mr* 
Pradhan, were under consideration while steps were already taken to reviee the 
scale of pay as regards new entrants. 

Turning to the budget estimates for 1931-32. he announced that the anticipated 
deficit of 95 lakhs, (the estimated revenue 15,14 lakha, expenditure debitable to 
revenue being 15,89 lakhs) which, he stated, might have to be met moetlv by 
borrowing. A portion of this deficit, about eight lakhs, It is expected, would be 
realised through the renewal of the Court Fees and Stamps Act and the exteneion 
of the Transfer of Properties Act to Poona, Ahmedabed ard Karachi. The figure 
of debt stands at 67,25 lakha approximately. 


Condolence 

Glowing tributes were then paid to the late Pandit Motllal Nehru and Mauhma 
Mahomed Ali in the Council wheu it adopted unanimously a eondoleaee 
rtsoiation expressing sorrow at the death of Pandit Moviia* and M anl n na 
Mahomed Ali. 

Speaking on behalf of the Government’ Sir Earnest Hotson, leader of the House 
remarked that ail India regretted the death of ihe two great patriots who laid 
down their lives while serving their country .each in bis own manner whieh he 
eonsiderad beet. Both of them* Sir Earnest added, had the power of inspiring not 
only the respect and esteem but also the affection even of their political oppeneot* 

The reaolution was further supported among others by Blaulvi Rafioddin Ahaseo, 
Minister for Education, aud Sir Keginald Spence. 


QEEETINGS to LoED WlLUNQDON 

The Council also unanimously adopted another resolution moved by B a h ad ur 
S. K. B^e offering warm greetings to Lord Wiliingdon upon his appomtmenl ae 
the next Viceroy of India. 

Genebat. Disctsion of Budget 

39ri. rSBRUARY Ilw CoudcU r«UM.abl«d to-***; (Or Ibo tMMnl dlMMltai 
m th* bodget piopoMt*. 
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Beforo the debate oommenced, the Coancil proceeded to elect a Vice-President. 

01 the two candidates, who offered themsdres for election, Mr. N. F. Na?le 
(non-Brahmin), was declared elected by a narrow majority of 44 rotes, against 41 
rotes seeared by Bao Bahadur B. B. Kale. 

Mr. Mahomed Baloodi (Karachi) initiated the debate on the badnt* He seretely 
criticised the Qoremment’s financial policy and complained of the step-motherly 
tnatment meted out to Karachi in particnlar. He opposed the propoMi to renew 
the Court Fees and Stamp Acts as a means to meet the budget ddcit and urged 
retrenchment in the administratire expenditure as a remedial measure. 

Sereril other speakers followed in the same strain and warned the Goremment 
that the proposed renewal of Court Fees and Stamp Acts wonld hit the agricul- 
tural clasiMS sererely, when they were already undergoing great hardships. 

Next day, the 24th. FEBRUARY, Mr. O. Wiles, Financial Secretary, made a 
▼igorous dcmce of the Qorernment’s financiaUpolicy which, he declared, ran on sound 
financial lines. He referred to the prefious speakers who had remarked that this 
was the seventh of the aeries of deficit budgets, and only proved thst Government 
waa '^riding for a fall.*’ He differed from this view and explained that there was 
no procedure whereby it is possible to spend the previous year's savings which, in 
the ease of Bombay was considerable, being the accumulations during the war 
y|m, exccfpt by creating a deficit in the jear in which they spent the savings. 
This it was which explained the deficits from the first year of the Beforms. Be 
added that there was therefore no voice inherent in presenting a technical deficit 
budget in oertain years. This accounted for the deliberate dencit budgets in 1921-22 
and 1926-27. In me other years, the deficits were due to the abolition of the deve- 
lopment Department and the decision to meet the interest for development loans 
from Uie accumulated balances. This transfer of interest payment to the revenues, 
he maintained, waa a perfectly legitimate and sound transaction, which placed the 
linanees of the presidency on a firm footing. 

Mr. J. JL AbermmiMs (Bombay Chamber of Commerct) criticised the Govern- 
ment’s ^*pecnioious principle” of borrowing to balance the budget unless the Finance 
Member satisftsd the House that adequate retrenchment all-round had been carried 
out. 

Mr. J, B. PsUt (Mni-owaers’ Asaociationl, declared that be was opposed to any 
fresh taxation and suggested that non-official members should get together to consi- 
der schemes of retrenchment which could conveniently be carried out. 

Rao Bahadur L. V. PanUskar strongly criticised the conduct of the Police 
daring the recent months and said that they, far from being guardians of law and 
order, had been the cause of annoyauee ana trouble to peace-loving people on eeve- 
ral oceasmoa. 

Next day, the 25th, FEBRUARY the Finanae Member, replyxi^c to the debate, 
pointed ont that real retrenchment is the admiotstcative expenditure. 
« iir as it could be esrxied out without detriment to the sernoes, hsd 
bean effected lince 1927-28. Hitherto nearly half a crore retsenebment had been 
madCi He also quoted facte and figures to show that the dri>t position, as revealed 
in the Blue Book, woidd be oonsidermbly less if valuable piopertieB like the Snkkur 
Bsnage laiida and those belonging to the Development Depsrtment wen sold. 
These, he added, remained unsold for the time beCng, as the market was unfavour- 
able lor the sale to be expected. He emidiaaiaed tw the Sukkur works were 
eirried ont oo the moat mir^l eatimates, which wen nvtaed from time to , time 
and even at the present moment, it was proposed te examine the est im ates in 
filfet of the present position of the works. A White Paper would be issued lor the 
iuiormatiott of the house. 

While the Tlnsnee Member admitted that the financial position was Mxious 
thm was, he said, no warrant for the membera aceuaing it of riding for a faiu 

Earlier, Mr. Budspn, Bevenue Member, addreaaing the Hooae alluded to tte W 
la priees of oommoditice and promised oertaia eoacesaioiis to be graated to s^yieol- 
tanils la this coaneetioa. Ho stated that aiodifieatiooa of the land revenue seoeae- 
asent which were demuided by the Home earned the Govenmeat anxiety and were 
bring earefally emasined. He printed out however that ithad to be raambem thm 
lamMoa of only two annas in the rapee woald iavrive an ed dMo a of 90 lakha to 
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tiM exiftins de6cit The Govenmient howerer. he ooatinaed had decided ai a 
•peelal jMOMcion that none ehoald ^ expected to paj more than one yeaie* 

DIM. .The GoTernment wera also rnnking it at easy ae possible for axriealtarieti to 
W by postponing inst^mwiU whererer such a step was thoughtdesirabl^ Thla 
was the length to which the GoTemment conid fairly go. 

Bflferring to Sind, the Rerenue Member said collection of the 6rst kharif insttJ- 
ment had been postponed for one month, while a further announoement would be 
made after careful consideration. He added that he was afraid the extra?agant 
jclaims made before him daring his tour in Sind could not be satlsdedt but he 
assured the House that the Goferiiraent sympathised with the people of Hind In 
their misfortunes. 

Sir EamMit Hcidon, Home Member, replying to the criticism against the Gotern* 
ment of Bombay moving to Mahabaleswar during the summer months, annonnoed 
that the present cost of Ks. 67,000, which was mainly in conneetion with the 
Government House expenses, were being reduced by two-tnirds. The future cost 
would only be in round figures of Rs. 25,000 a year. 

Referring to the threat held out to force the Government to make larger outa in 
expenditure by refusing to pass Taxation Bills, Mr. Hotson warned' the nouse that 
the proposal was very dangerous as the Government would, in its turn, be loroed 
to make large cuts in m nation-building departments as happened in 1089. 


The OovERNOit’s Address 


2$tk. FEBRUJURY:Sir FttUrick Skyn' Governor of Bombay, addresaed theOoun- 
eil this afternoon. In the course of his speech, His Excellency reviewed the Mlitieal, 
economic, agricultural and educational problems of the presidency et length. Hie 
Excellency oommeoced his speech by ofibring a warm welcome to new memberi 
and referred to the special cir^^umstsnces under which they were elected and eon* 
gralulated them on coming forward despite the boycott and opposition and etandiug 
as champions of constitntmnal methods of co-operation and negotiation against those 
of iutimidatiou adopted by their opponents. His Eicelleney added that the Neulto 
of fhe Round Table donference had justified and vindicated the stand whiob 
they took. 


His Excellency next referred to the unsatisfactory financial condition of the pio* 
sideuey and added that in view of this it was necessary to have additional Uxatioa. 
The satisfactory financial condition. His Excellency held, was not peraliar to India 
alone but common to practically every country in the world. But the eeverlty of 
the disaster io this country was enhanced by the civil disobedience movement Sue 
Excellency farther said the Ckingrcss had ignored the elementary maxim that 
bushest and politics should be kept separate and they bad used all tl^r power and 
infinence to cause interference with trade which had made the deprestiou even mora 
acute in India than in other countries. Further, I they had made a deflorate attack 
upon the revenues of the Government with a view to paralyse ^ adnstnistratiom. 
In which they had achieved a au^cient measure of success to add materially to tn» 
^verument's fiaancUl embarrassments. Finally, iheir deliberate interlerep^ with 
the maintenance of law and order had caused additional expenditure which bed 
completely swallowed up the accumulations of past years. 

Referring to the prospects of next year, His Exoelleimy Mid 1931 would Im * 
of great difficulty both commercially and financially. But he mw *igni of better 
trade oooditions. But if the Congress still persisted , m their methods of Irterfermiee 
with trade, the chances of recovc*y during the coming year were email. 


Hie Exeellency next referred to various things dor 3 \xjf the GovmmMt 
end the Government was .trying to introduce retrenchment in all dep^ment^ 
^Utering to ih extra jail and polioe arraogementa, His Exoeltoey 
mH two temporary jail* had been opened to accommodate .the large 
number of p^ners and 2,400 extra police had ^n emplwed for deall^ 
^th dvtl dieobediea.;e. They in common with all ranks of the perm ensiit 
^•pnrtuwii^ laid Tiis Bxoe’lency, bad been daHy and hourly subjected to a eeveit 
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MU M wdnnnee in Um tlrnKle with Uw bntiwn which had eansed bitternaas< 
Hit B Kc ti to ncy testified to hie grateful appreciatiou of their wonderful discipline. 
ooaiM mod restraint which could not fail to win the admiration of all thoughtful 
tod lair-mioded portons. 

poneludiog, His Exoelleocj referred to the Ddhi eoDFersations and said that no 
oteCai purpoee would be serred and Indeed harm might result wore he at this stage 
te saj mojthing shout the progreH of the eonrersatlons. In view of the immense 
dimeolties of the Indian problem, His Excellency appealed solemnly to work for an 
lioooarmble settlement of the political struggle which greatly impeded and retarded 
the eonntry’s pregrees in erery direction. 

. Oontinning. he said peace wu the great need of India at the present moment 
both to ensble her to get out of the financial quagmire into which the 
otmtry hod been plunged and to ensnre that the best advantage was 
taken of the splendid opportunity for political progress crested by the 
soceess of the Round Table Oooference. The result of that conference as summarised 
in the Premier’s speech end amplified in the tubsequent debate in Parlianment, wsi 
ftttai y enffleient marantee of the fpod faith of the British Government. That had 
ben reinforced In India by the immediate release of members of the forking 
Committee to allow them an opportunity of studying the new sitnstion crested by 
the result of the Round Table Conference. Gonsistontly with the discharge of iti 
issponsibility, the Government could go no farther andf His Excellency asked all the 
memben to use their infinence with the Congress to induce them to be reasonable on 
their side. 

The presnt. His Excellency continned, was indeed a golden opportunity which if 
not eased might psse for ever. If peace was not lecnrea at present, His Excellency 
siM eigne were not wanting to show that a oommnoal strife might develop which 
Hight pat back the clock of India's progress. Hhi Excellency, therefore, appealed 
whoie-heartedlj to work for peaoe which wonld mean a glorious achievement of 
mtributing to the edvnnoemeot of the country, the solutton of its problems and 
tbs nttalnsMut of Us poUtieal ideal!. 


Tbe Coubt Fesi Ajcebd. Bill 

f7ik. FEBXUAB7 i^^la the ConoeU, Unlay, the Government sustained a defeat 
m Hs tuotioo pcqiosalB. By a mejority of 00 to SI, the Goancil rejected the 
first rssd mg o f the BUI further to amenu the Court Fees Act which wm sought 
'ta be isnewod. 


Ite Stamp Act Amshp. Bill 

The Finnnes Hember then introduced a BUi to farther amend the Stamp Act 
The proposal evoked strong opposition from the non- 

Rno Bahadnr Dt PstU moved an amendment that (he life of the Bill should be 
nstriOBd to twofesis. 

The Ctavemment aeoeptad the amendment which however was rvnied to s diri- 
Bon nod thrown out 

, E*mrtBiUy. eonsidenitior of the BUI was postponed till after the disposal of tbe 


BQBIBAT OHXLDBEir’B AOT AXBHl). BILL 


Ihs Bousi fcowofsr nnanimously imsaed the first reading of tbs Pill to fnxtbii 
amsmi Ihi Bsmtaqr CUdnn:^ Aot ISM. 
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FELICITATIONS ON ABOUMENT 

Buppbebsiok op Sprat BlnnciPAfJTY 


845 


On the JMiZCH’i—Mr. Chitalc (Ahmcdimpar district) moped iOlRdjouroiiient 
of the bntinesB of the Oonncil for the purpose of disciissinff n definite mettif of 
arirent public interest, namely, the supersession of the Surat Municipality. 

Sir Earnest Hotson, Homo Member, objected to tho motion which, howeper. was 
supported by 46 members and the motion was allowed. 

When the motion came for consideration after taa interral, soperal members Wke 
on the motion whereon the Blinister for L<KaI Sidf-Gopcrnment undertook to 
examine the matter further and reduce the period of suspension to t minimum if 
the law permitted him to do so, 

Mr. Ohitale withdrew the motion oti these considerations. 


Out is Laxd Revenue Demand 

On the 3rd, The Government sustained their second defiwt 

session when the House by 41 votes osainst 40 votes adopted the motion 
of Mr. V. N. Jog (Dharwar) for a cut oft five lakhs under the head Ixnd 
Revenue. 

Sir Earnest Hotson, leader of the House, drew the attention of the 
that he had seen two m<»mhers being taken forcibly into tho Oppositjon lODoy nna 
made to vote airainst a Bill. Such incidents, he declared, entirely 

The membm eoneerned, questioned by the President, replied that they Bsu 
voted of their own free accord. 

The President, however, c.iutioiisd the tuembrirs against canvissing votes on the 
floor of the Honse. 


FPLlCITATIONti ON GaNDHT-IRWIN AGREEMENT 


Bth, MARCB^\ Feelings of unalloyed rejoicings at the aucreaaful ? 

the Irwin-Gandhi parleys were voiced from all sections of the Honw this aftOT^n, 



s'lnding. 

. Of the spirit of sincerity of the Britirh Government Sir Shah Kawa%> Bhm^ wM 
he had no doubt whatever and maintained that the Premier s spcMb read .with m 
speeete of the Opposition delegations at the final plenary smsiona definlWy coss- 
5'JJ®d Parliament to a favourable attitude towards Indii. If this had not been iO. 
jf Qund^i had not seen "therein the subsUnce of independence he wanted he wooKi 
fhive been the last person to give in, 

Other members while speaking in the same felicitous strain remarked that now thnt 
waa cor.dnded it was up iO the ConqreM to apply itself to the solute id 
l^leas like Hiodn-Mualim unity and minorities. They urged that doe cooaUera* 
imu should be i^van to their rii^te in any settlement eneetca. 


M THEBOMBiTLBQIBUnVSOOQiraa. [MMMt 

Wr Brmt Bittm, Ho— Itombar, mo drtlm VmiM m 4 tiw Qmummlt «ilh 
tta mdatioii paid a to Lord Inria. flo dapneotid tap aMantat aritUHi 
of tap partp at tUa atafa aad aaM at a tiiaa lika tba piaaaat thapliad to faqdft 
aad fMnt aaUadaaaa. la the atrania Joat ofir ofatpoaa AoaU Ma ia adanu 
the patnotiam aad the aaM-aaetUk^ Iboaa who aalhnd hr the oaaae Oip baUind 
to ba liglit, At the aaiao tfaaa all woold ia oap i a rt a g thaaha to tha flotata- 
aaat aamata who had dooa thair baat in ^ daehafie w thair d ai iaa, Oaa aaqr 
naat thiiig itmainad to ba dooa^ aaaalp, tba aatiafaetorp aolatiba of q n aa d aaa Ua 
fcdifiiioii Md nfaiofitici. 

Iha laaolatioB waa earriad with aed am a t ioB aad tha houao than adiooiaai 



Congress & Conferences 


JARDARY TO JUIE 1931 




TBE BOHAN NAHONAL CONGRESS 


Proeeedinga of the Working Committee 

ALLAUABJiD-2Ut. JANUABT 1931, 

R$KiMHoiu parsed by the Working CommtUee which met at Swarqf Shawan, 
JUahabad at 4 p. m, on the 2let, January 1931 1 — 

Death of Maulaka Mohamed Au 

'The Working Oommittoe of the Indian National Congrcsa plaoei on record its 
de^ sense of the loss Bu«iaincd by the country by the desth of Msulans fitohsmed 
All, an ex-PrMident of the InJiuii National Congress whose great eouragei lofty 
patriotism, spirit of self-sacrifice and dynamic personality haa hew of great Talae 
to the Congress and the Nation.’* 

“Besolred further that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Begum Mohamed 
All and Maulana Shaukut Aii.*' 

Status of Anglo-Indians. 

“Read the memorandum of Mr. Kenneth £. Wallace addressed to Pandit Motilal 
Nehru asking for certain assiirances regarding the position of the Anglo-Indian 
community in free India. Resolved that Mr. Kenneth £. Wallace be informed that 
the Congress has always stood for religious and cultural liberty, equality of 
opportunity in the matter of education and public employment ana frMom to 
pursue any trade or calling h.r nil children of the motherland irresMtirs of 
whatever creed or community to which they may belong, and assures the Anglo-Indian 
oommunity that a national government will guarauu^e these rights.” 

“As r^rds the assistance of the i^tate U:itig given to particular communities to 
raise funds by taxing themselves for educational or other purposes Intended for 
their own benefit, this committee is of opinion that this may certainly bo done 
provided that the purpo.ie is not iiicoiisistent with national policy.” 

The Pr£U1er\s Declaration 

“After the committee had adopted the resolution on the situation created by the 
PremUra declararion a cablegram was received by Pandit Motilal Nehru from 
Mcasra Bhastri, J ayakar and gnpru which ran as follows 

“Btartii^ tomorrow meanwhile earnestly beg you postpone decision till we meet.” 

Working Committee considered the cabl4;ram and sent the following 

cable received after Working Committee unanimously adopted resoIttUon 
€o situation. In deference your wishes will not release for publication till we meet. 
Meanwhile Congress programme will continue to be followed.’^ 

ALLAHABAD^Ist. JAN. Jb let. FEB. 1»31. 

Beeolutioeu paeeed by the Wg. 0. which tvae field at Bwareg Bhawan, Allahabad 
•a the Shu Jannary and let. Feb. 1931 

No BusPEwnoK of Movement 

“The Working Committee having, out of regard for the wishes of Byte, tatri, 
poprn and Jayakar, suspended publication of its resolution pssm on 21-1-31. an 
^preitioQ haa got auroad that the movement of civil disobedience has been 
mpeoded. It it therefore necessary to reiterate the decision of the Committee tlmt 
the movement it to oontinue unabated until explicit iostrnctiona are .iseu^ to the 
Mtiwy. iJito remittda the public that picketing of foreign eloth and 

a 
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driok and drag tbopt in itiielf it no part of the civil dicobedienee eam|»aign, but 
that it la the ezerciae of the ordinary right of a citisen ao long as it remains 
strictiv peaceful and causes no obstrucitoo to the public.” 

*'Xnis meeting further reminds the sellers of foreign cloth including foreign yarn, 
and Congress workers that the boycott of foreign cloth being a vital necessity in the 
interest of the masses, is a permanent feature of national activity and will remain so 
till the nation has acquired tbe power to exclude foreign cloth and foreign yarn 
from India, whether by total prohibition or pruhibtiive tariff. 

**Whilft appreciating the rcHponse made by dealers in foreign cloth and foreign 
yarn to the appeal of the Congress to bring about a boycott of foreign cloth, this 
meeting reminds them that it is not open to any Congress organisution to hold out 
hopes of their being able to dispose of their existing stock in India. 

'*Owing to the abnormal conditions existing in the counir^r the Working Com- 
mittee, io tbe exercise of its extraordinary |>owerB, hereby ap|X)ints Sardar Vallabh' 
bhji Patel as tbe President of the ciiKuiug session of the Congiess to be held at 
Karachi.” 

“Kcsolved : that the present A. I. C. C. do continue to function till such time 
as suitable arrangeiucnts can bo made to hold the election g/' 

“Besolved that the next meeting of the Working C'oriHnittce bo held on the 13th 
February 1931 at such place as may Ijc fixed by the Pre«id»'nt.'’ 


ALLAHABAD-- mt, F£BRI ARY 1031. 

Rciolutiom passed by IKe Wy, (\ held at Anartd Bhnman, Allahabad ai 
9 a. m, on February 19, *1931 

Death of Pr, Matilal Nihri’ 

“This meeting of the Working Committee places nn record it? deep sorrow over 
the death of Pandit Motilal Nehru whose counsel was u source of strength to all 
Congress workers, whose noble sacrificv? was an inppiraiion to the ease-loving and 
whose courage was a solvent for the weakness oi the weak." 

“This meeting conveys its rcs|H»ctfi.il condoleiico? t‘> brirnali ^warup Kani and the 
members of the family, 

ELhCTIOM OJ I>Et.EM ilFr' 

“Resolve^i that owing to th<. abn^xmal condition^, existing in the country, the 
Working Comraitte" in the t?xercj » of iiM eytraovdinary powers authorises the 
Presidciit to issue instruciiomi regarding the ckciion of uelegaies to the Karachi 
Congress as far as possible before the end of this month." 

“A Sub-Corn mitttjc consisting of President dawaharial Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Shri 11. Kajagopalachar and Shri Jnmiudal Haja) was appointed to make 
recommendations regarding tlic Swaraj Bhawan.'' 

“At Gandhiji's request the Working C'Cmmittee postpones ice final decision io 
regard to tbe present situation and adjourns its proceedings to an early date to be 
fixed by the President. Meanwhile the movement shall continue unabated in terms 
of the resolution arrivcKl at on the 1st February 1931." 

“The Committee also considered the report of Swaraj Bhawan Sub-Committee and 
approved of it. it was decided that Pandit Jawaharial Nehru should execute a deed 
of trust appointing trustees in whom the property would vest. 


DELm-2ht FFB. TO €th. MARCH 1931. 


Rasolutions passed by the Wq, C, at Delhi from February 2JsL 1931 to March 
€th. 1931 


Rules for Boyckitt 


The Working Committee notes with satisfaction tbe great results so far attained 
in the matter of the boycott of foreign cloth and drinks and drugs. ,lt lays down 
the following rules and instructions for tbe guidance of workers ond organisations. 

The Working Committees warns all workers and organisations that the iotiodue- 
tioD of any element of physical compulsioo will uudo the great reanlta so 
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•ehtefed and expoae the Ooogreit to the chaise of a denial in pcietice of ita own 
profeaaiont. 

•*The Working Committee iraats that all Congrean and allied organiaationa and 
workers will strictly conform to the following rules 

picketiers shall be uniformly court eons towards dealers and 
buyers. There shall be no rudeness or had language or rough behaviour. 

(2) There should be no liuming of effigies of rcxralcitrant dealers or hoi koi*t 
or other oneeemly erics or exhibitions. 

There should be no cordon, amounting to physical prohibition of morement 
of those who may handle prohibited articles. 

(4) There should be no boycott of dealers or buyers amounting to deprivation of 
the necessaries of life. 

(5) Greater cllbrt slioiild U* made to enlint the services of women in the Uiycoti 
campaign and as far aa pongibic volmiict-rH •»hal! K' drawti from the mighboorbood. 

(6; The campaign ghall b* o»rrit‘»! by : 

(a) picketing singly as in bati bc* i.oar the aljop or in the neighbourhood and 
warning customers against buying foreign cloth or drinks or drugs. 

(b.) waiting an often as necessary on the sb.op- keepers in deputstiofi and putting 
the national case before them. 

(c) distribution of ieafkHs showing the advantages of the boycotts to the indivi- 
dual as well AS to the n^xtion and giving a resume from time to time of the progress 
of boycott. 

(d) processions and singing partus taken through localities from which the 
buying public for the. particular areas are drann. 

(e) lectures, disc ntrses, lantern exhibitions and the like. 

(f) boycott comnditccA meeting atid trying to iinderttaiui and remove wherever 
possible the diffienlri*^ of dealer.-. 

(g) inducing millowners to arply thoir resource** to induce foreign cloth 
dealers to come to vcai-onablv 

The Working Committee is of opitiirn that compicb* la>ycott is possible only by 
sustained work in the villages thrv>ugh khadi and the-^’fore exhorts all Congrestmen 
and the supporters of tho (’ongre^fe* not to relax tiioir eflbrts in reapeet of khaddar 
and to concentrate on the introduction cf hand «|Miining and carding wherever th^ 
have not found a footing and the production and dthtribulion of khaddar. 

Tho Wg.O. warns buyerc against spiirions khaddar whether manufactured in 
foreign or indigenous mills or woven on hand looms from mill yarn. 

Election r»F DEi.i:ct.rTf;9 for Kara* hi 

In view of th«? abnormal eonditinns ihfit have hitherto prevailed in the country 
and the difficulties that may ari^e in the conduct of the ele.'ticn of delegatee for the 
next Congress in rhe uaual manri.r iud also wiih a view rj> give every facility to 
the large numbers of men and w<v.Yier; who bavt. suffi-red imprisonmet'il in the 
nationiu campaign to oxercii^c rlu ir to^ncLisc and to get elected as delegates for (he 
Coiigreaa, the Working Comnuiccf. rc=oHotf the following directions be foDotved in 
regard to these elect ioiss. 

The quota of dticgafcs allorfcd to tach districi sball bo divided into .wq balyea, 
one half being elected by Ihoac who liavc suflTcred impri>»onment in the civil diao- 
bedieuce campaign and ih^ odicr half in ib«T noimal manner or wberc. this is not 
possible in the manner hereinafter pres-, ribed. In case the number allotted to the 
district is an odd number, (lie extra ddcgati; will b»: allotted to the former group, 
that is to say those who have auffirred i m prison nu n t. 

JElection of delcfjales by o ho han, lufftre-l executive of 

the district shall arrnngs for one or more mivtings to be held consisting of those 
who have suflend imprisonnuiit in (?-..? civil disoluHlience campaipi for tho purpose 
of electing the number of dcleguics allotted to them. It will be open to all coch 
wriona attending this ineeting who otherwise comply with the qiiaIilic.vtions for the 
franchise to sign the Congress pledge and pay their subscription at any time More 
or including the time of meeting. Eviry sn.'b merting shall elect its own chairman 
who ahall act as the returning officer. * ........ 

Harmal election — Tlie second half of the quota nf dcleghtes for the district shall 
be elected in the normal manner, but in ease this is not practicable the executive 
of the district Congress organisacion pball itself be sutborised to elect these 
delentes. 

If either half of the quota for the distiict is. for any reaeou. not filled up io this 
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maoBor, tbe piofiiieial cxeeiitiva fhall dieiA tbe remaiiiinff oumber pvofided that the 
detfeiaBey hi napeet of the firat half ahal! be made good ^ electing the xemainhig 
Biimbce iioni the leleaaed priaonent 

The qoota of delegatee elected directly by the profinoia] Gongreaa eommitteea may 
be eleetea by the eseeatlTe of anch eommitteea. 

BtngaMn Tiew of the fact that certain diflienUiee have ariaen in the ooarae of 
prerlona eleetiona in the province of Bengal and in order to avoid anch difBcnltiea 
and to piovide for a apMy and final deefeion of all pointa and diapntea, Mr. M. 6. 
Aney ia appointed the referee for all eleetiona of delegatee for the Cdogreaa ftom 
Bengal. Mr. Aney shall have power to anpplement and amend the directions given 
above and to decide every diapnte that may be referred to him relating to the 
election of delegates. 

The President is authorised to issue further directions in all cases and, if 
necessary, to amend or alter these regulations in order to give full effect to the 
spirit ana intention thereof. 

AH lists of duly elected delegates shall be prepared in triplicate, and sent to the 
Chairman. Congress Beception Committee, Karachi, the Oeneral Secretary, All India 
Congresa Committee, Allahabad and the Provinciftl Committees. A complete list of 
all sneh deJmtes tdiould reach Allahabad on or liefore the 22nd March. 1931. The 
anpplemental or other lists will be valid if received at the A. I. C. C. office in 
Kancbi three days before the holding of the Cougress. 

Pbovisiokal Setti^mknt 

The Working Committee having considered the terms of the provisional settlement 
arrived at between the Government of India and Mahatma Gandhi on behalf of the 
Congress, endorses them and directs the Congress Committees to take immediate 
action in accordance with them. The Committee hopes that the 'country will carry 
out the terms agreed to in so far as they relate to the various Congress activities 
and is of opinion Cliat on a strict fulfilment of the obligations undertaken on behalf 
of the Oouf^s will depend the advance of lodia towaras Purua Swaraj. 


KARACHI--25th.i TO 3Jst MARCH 1931. 

Th§ Working Committee which wet at Karachi from 25th, to diet, of March 
paoeed the following resolutions : 

**Thc General Secretaries presented their report which w'as psssed with amend- 
meuta. In view of the fact that the General Secretaries’ report was necesBarily 
incomplete the Committee resolved that a full report for the year 1930 be prepared 
soon after the sessions of the Congress and that the report do contain facts and 
figures relating to the civil disobedience movement. Furtoer that the provincial 
committees be directed to seud their provincial reports at an early date.” 

*The Committee recommendod resolutions 1 to 17 of the SuMects Committee 
and which were subsequently passed by the Indian National Congress as also 
the following resolution which was adopted by the Subjerts Committee 

**A11 resolntions received from Provincial Congress Committees or individual 
members not covered by the resolutions already passed by the Subjects Committee 
are hereby referred to Uie Working Committee of the Congress for disposal.” 


Tbe All-lndia Congregg Committee 

7ho All-India Congress Committee met in the Suhjecte Committee tent at 
Barehandrai Nagar^ Karachi, at 2 p. m, on Mareh 27 aftd 28, 1931, Shri 
Jasoaharlal AeArti presiding on the first day and Sardar Vallahhlihai Patd on the 
second day, 

1. The minntes of the last meeting held at Sabaroiati on March 21, 1930 were 

eonfirmed. , , , ^ ^ 

2 . The moeedinga of the Working Committee were placed before the honee. 

3. The Oeneral Secretaries’ report as amended by the Working Committee waa 
preeented to the Committee. Objections were raised by virions members to various 
wta of the npaet and' it waa resolvcii that the report be withdrawn. The 
Committee endoned the following resolution of the Working Committee : 
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. **®!L’*7 t*** **** 9**^ CtenenJ BtetctariM' report woe neeee e iri ly iaeort* 
pM Ite Oonmittae rwatMif tbot • fall report for the year 1930 bo peepimd woo 
ate the MOHOM or m OmmeM and that the report do contain CmU and iincci 
nih^K w eied diaobedinoe norcmeot Farther that tte proving eooiiniltain 
bn dhoeted to aend thaw proeindal reports at an early date." 

Ihe Oommitlea then reaolred itself into the Sniqeots Oommittee of the Oonpicis. 

lb* A. L C. C.mii again at 10 a.m. on Anrst 1, 1031 in Me Saimla OmmUlm 
mt, BoreftsMdnss ^agar, Karachi, SarJar ValMhUai FaM prMiding, 

1. Baaahti that ell resointiona referred by the Snbjecta Ooniniitlee to the A. L 
C. G. be referre d to the Workinn: Committee. 

2. The followinj; ten membeni were elected to the Worktiiff Oomvitlee: 
Mehtlm Geodhie Maulene Abnl iCalam Azed. Srimtti ^rajini Naidn, Dr. M. A. 
Amei^ Shii Bejendra. Praiuid^ 6fari J. M. 8en-Gupta, Sardar Sardul Singh CSaeeeiharp 
8hri If. 8. Anev, Shri E. F. Nariman and Dr. Mohammad Alam. 

Notil— -B esides these the following are ez>o(B(*io members : 

PmidaiU : Sardav Vallabhbhai P<itel ; TVeusursr : Seth Jamnalal Ba}aj ; General 
Sientariei ifh^ Syed Mahmud, Shri .Tairamdas Doulatrain and ShriJJawaharlal Nehm. 

9. RemUfted that the now eijctiona to the AlMiidia Congress Committee should 
be comjrieM by June 15, 1931. 

4. The foHofwiog election disputes Panel was elected. Shri S. Satyamurti, Shri 
T. Viawamtham, Swami Oorindanand, Shri Kaleswara Rao, Shri R. K. Sidfawa, Lala 
Daokhand, Dv. B. C. Roy. Shri K. Bhashyam, Shri Rajkriahna Bose and Shri T. A. E. 
Shsnrani. 


The New Working Committee 

The new Working Committee met at Mahatma Gandhi's teut, Hsrchsndrai Namr, 
Karachi, on April 1 and 2. 1931. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel presiding. The following 
mesibeis were present at one or both the meetings 

Mahatma Gandhi, Maiilana Abnl Kaism Azad, Srimati Bs-ojini Naidn, Dr. H. A. 
Ansarip Seth Jamnalal Baja), Shri Bajendra Prasad. Shri J. M. Sen-Gupta, Sardar 
Shtdn) Sing Careeshar, Shri M. 6. Anf 7 , Shri K. F. Nariman. Dr. Mohammad AIsm, 
Dr. Syed Mahmud, Shri Jatramdas Doulatram, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The following resointiona were passed 

I— Natiohai. Fi AG Committer 

Rwofeerf 

Whereas the National Flag now in vogue has gained popularity by usage and 
convention and whereas objection has been taken to the three colours in the ftag on 
the ground that they are conceived on a commnnal bani*;, the Working Committee 
hereby appoints the following m a Coiumiitee for the purpose of ezamining the 
objections and recommending a flag for the acceptance of the Congress. The Commi- 
ttee shall have the authority to take such evidence ss it may consider necotisary and 
to send its report and recommendations to the Working Committee on or before 
July 31, 1931. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Shri .lawaharUil Nehru, Dr. B, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Dr. 
N. 8. Hardikar, hyi. D. i>. Kalilkar, Master Tara Hingh and Manlana Abul Kalam 
Azad. 

Dr. B. Pattabhi Sitaramayva will be the convener and chrte ireml^ers will form 
a quorum. 


II^Bhagat Singh Cremation Enquiry Committer 

Whereas allegations have been made in the press to the eflect that the remaiM 
of the late Sardar Bbsgat Singh and Byts. Rajguni and Sukh Deb were mutHatod 
and were not properly crematM and were otherw ise dealt with in an insulting nuuiner 
and mat public indignation has been expressed by reason of those allegatimie. the 
Worlnng Committee appoints the following as a committee to examime those aBei^ 
tipns forthwith and to take such evidence as may be necessary and to report to the 
Woridng Committee on or before the 30fh inst. 

FuMit K. Itetanam. Manlana Abdnl Qadir Easnri, Dr. Batyapafy Malik Barkat 
All, Mr. Jiwanlal Kapoor, Lala Raizada Hansraj. Dr. Satyapel will act at eonveaara 


(Bohbat 
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III— •Fovdamsmtal Biobtb ahd Ecxmoifio Fsoosaioib 

la fieir of the prorieo to the OongreM reiolntioD Na 15 the Woridag CooiiiiHlee 
herebj oppointe the lallowiiifc oe a eommittee to infite opinion end enneitkNia from 
ProviDciul CoDgrese CommtUeee end other bodioe end penone endto xoport end 
teeommend to the Working Commit^ on or before Mej 31 next, each reneipn, 
eieendncnt or eildition ee in iu opinion mej be Deoeaeary to make the resolution 
fuller and more exhanetive : 

tfyt C. fiajagoiialachariar. Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 8yt. 8. Salyamurit. Dr. 
IhranoilianaUi Banecp, 8yt. 8ri Prakeaa, 6hri Bamdayalu &inha, Prof. Brij Natain. 

8yt. 8ri Prakaea will act as convener and three membeta will form a quorum. 

IV— PuBuc Debt Enqttirt Committee 

The Working Committee appointa a Committee consinting of Mr. D. N. Baha- 
duiji^ Prof. K. T. Bhah, Mr. filMilabhai J. Det^ai and Mr. J. C. Kumarappa (con* 
venen to carry out a acrutiny into the financial transactiona of the Eaat India Con- 
pany and the British Government in India and the so-called Public Debt of India 
and to report on the obligations which should in future be borne by India or Eng- 
land. The Committee be requested to present its report by the «nd of May. 

V— C0NORB68 Delegate to ItouMD Table Conference 

With reference to the Congress resolution No. 5 appmnting the delegation to the 
Round Table Conference, the Workiog Committee is of opinion that Mahatma 
Gandhi should be the sole delegate on b&lf of the Congress. 

VI—Deputatiov or Communal Question 

The Woricinf* Committee decided to send a deputation consisting of the folknriog 
persons to Delhi to meet the Muslim Leaders to settle the communal question : 

Mahatma Gandhi, 6hri Vallabhbhai Fate! and Beth Jamoalal Bajaj. 

VII— POUTICAL PRIBONERB 

With reference to resolution No. 3 of (he Congress Mr. Nariman is hereby 
appointed to coliect from all the provinces the naroca, addresses, occupations, leo- 
tences and the nature of offences of the prisoners and others covered by the resolu- 
tion. 

VIII— Vacancies in Co»imittefjb 

If any of ibe mcinberb of the several bub-committccs refuses to act as member, 
then the president will 611 up the vacancy. 

IX— A REsoLuri(»' Po6rpo>£i> 

With refeivnce to Hindu-Muslim Unity re<ioliition sent in by Messrs. Snndcrlal, 
Manzar Ali Bokhta and Abdur Rahim in view of tbe Conpress resolution farther 
proceeding is postponed. 


bomba Y-^gth. to nth, JUNE ipji 


% ftweiin^ of the Workhm CommiHee iras held at Manibhuvan^ Bombajf, on 
June 9, 10 and 11, 1931. 

The following members were pvesent 

Bardar Vallnbbbhai Patel, {Chairman), Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abnl Kalam 
Asad, Mrs. Bandini Naidu, Dr. M. A. Aosari, Shri. J. M Seii-Qupta, Beth Jamnaial 
Bajsi, Bardar Bardul Singh Caveeshar. 8bri M. 8. Aney, Shri K. F. Nariman, 
Dr. Mohamtnad Alam, 8hri Jawaharlal Nehru, Shri Jairamdaa Doulatram and Dr. 
8y^ Mahmud. 

Shri Baiendra Prasad waa also presout part of thv' time but had to withdraw on 
account of illnoaa. 

Tuc iitiu«*wC3 cf the hist cf mk; V« OiVouA CvauSiittee were confirmed. 

The following leaohitkms were passed * 
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I— Butgil EuBonoii Dnpmru 

1b ikm of Uw local aitiiation lhat baa anaro ia BeDcal Id conneclioB with tbo 
ProTiBcial CoD^ta CoBiaaittre electiont, and in ?iew ot rbarfifa beiog made Kene- 
lally in connectioB with tbe affaira of the R P. C. C. and in ?iew of counter ebaigea, 
the Working Oommittce, after haring heard Byi%, J. M. 8m-GupU and Subbaa 
Ohandim Bote and with their conaent, appoint! Byt Madharrao S. Aiwgr to be the 
aole arbitrator to entertain all the mattera that might be referred to Aim by the 
reapectife partiea and to give hia final deciaiona thereon ; provided that the appoint* 
ment of the arbitrator ahall not be deemed to nuae the auapenaion of the eleetione 
now going on ezoept that it ahall be open to toe arbitrator, on auAcient eauae being 
ahown, to anapend the eleetiona. 

II— CoNoniaB Paeticipation in tub Round Tablk Confeekncb 

The Working Committee hopes that the efforta that are now being made to 
aecuie an honourable and satisfactory settlement of the communal problem will 
meet with success, but the Committee is of opinion that, even should tnrae cfToita 
unfortunately fail, in order to avoid any possibility of the Congress attitude bdiig 
miaundmlood in any shape or form, other conditions being favourable. Mahatma 
Gandhi should represent the Cougress at the Round Table CoDferfju!r, if thereto 
required, for the presentation of the Congrt^ss position. 

Ill— E ztenbion of Time to Committees 

At the request of the Committees concerned, tbe following extensiona of time 
were granted for presentation of their reports : 

(a) The Fundamental Rights Committee : up to end of June. 

{h) The Public Debts Committee ; up to June 21. 

It was further decided that tbe usual travelling expenses be paid to the members 
of the Committee on demand. 

IV— Certification of Bhops 

The Committee does not approve of tbe policy of Congress organisations issuing 
certificates to shops dealing in cloth, except those denling exclusively in khaddar, 
and tbe Committee advises those orgiuiisations which have already issued such 
certificates to withdraw them. 

The Committee also does not approve of the policy of issuing certificates by tbe 
Congress to weaving handlooms, except those using handspuii yarn, and such 
ocrtificates as have Mn issued should be withdrawn. 

V— Boycott of Fobeion Cloth 

This Committee has noted with regret that some Congress organisations have 
infringed tbe directions issued by it in regard to the programme of boycott of 
foreign cloth by permitting the sale of the existinf; stock of fm>ign cloth for 
certain periods. The Comniitfee calls upon Uicse oignnisatioafl immediatify to cancel 
nil anch arrangements as they are against the di clared policy of the Congress, 
namely, the complete prohibition of I'Otb the sale in indui of the existing atocka 
•nd of the importation ef any further foreign cloth. In the event of any Infringe- 
ment of the directions of the Committee in regard to the programme of the Foreign 
Cloth Boycott, the President of the Congress is anthorised to take disciplinary 
action against the Committee or the individual concerned as the case may be. 

VI— PniflONEBS NOT Covered at the Truce 

Aa required by the reeolntion No. 3 of tbe last meeting of the Working 
Committee, Mr. K. F. Nariman submitted tbe list of prisoners not covered bv 
the '^mce. 

It was decided that the list ue foiwarded to Mahatma Gandhi lor neceasarj 
action. 

VII— N. W. F. P. C. C. AND Official Comm rraxs 

With fclmnce to the inquiir of the Frontier P. C. C., it was resofvea that the 
evidence may be led before the Official Frontier Rules and Ecgulationa Committc'. 
and the Frontier Revision Enquiry CommiUee. if IhiTc is still lime and opportunity 
*vnilnble for t^ satisfactory presentation of the popular case. 
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VIll— Financial Aid to the Fbostieb P. C. 0. 

With KfeieDce to mn ftpplicatioB from the Frontier P. C. C nekbr lor OomcUI 
tkl, tlie Committee authonsed the Preeident to deal with the matter finally. 

IX—SwADEsm Boa£D 

^The Committee resolved that a Swadeehi Board be formed to hdp the Swadeahi 
Morement in every wny poaaible, by meant of prepantion of a Direetoiy of Swadeahi 
goodti by propafpinda and otherwise. This Bom will deal with Swadeshi articlea 
other than cloth. The Committee authorised the President, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to recommend the names of members of this Board and 
frame the definition of ^'Swadeshi/' for submission to the Working Committee at 
Its peat meeting. 

The Working Committee is of opinion that Congresa Committees as ouch should 
not make themselves responsible for issuing certificatea to manulaeturers or dealers 
in Swadeshi goods. 

X— SYT. N. 8. BAOHAVACBAni 

The Committee considered Syt. N. 8. Baghavachari's application and molved that 
he should be granted an increment of Ks. lU per mensem. While on deputation 
with Mahatma Gandhi he should further get an allowance of Rs. 15 per mensem. 

XI~Df.lhi ‘Election Disputes. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn was appointed the sole arbitrator to dispose finally the 
election disputes in Delhi Province. 

Xfl— Extenbiok of Time fob Electiok. 

The Cosamittee authorieed the President, wherever he may consider iic'oessary, te 
eatend the time for the elecrioos of the A. I, C. C. 

XIII— Pbovincul CONTBlBi-TIOne 

In anticipation of the eenfirination by the A. 1. C C die Working Committee 
find the aame amoiints as Provincial ContritutioDs to the A. I . C C as were fixed 
for the last year. Th(* Committee resolved that these Provincial •Coiitribuiious should 
be f by the ihrovinciiil Congress Committee before August 15, 1931.. 

XIV'—HiNDI TbANSLATION of CONGREbe R£fiOI.UTIONS 

It was reiolrtd that in case 8y1^ Kanhayalal publishes the Hindi translation of 
all the Congress resolutions since I8h5, a sum t>l Bs. 250 be paid to him as a grant 
towards the coat of publication and that, one hundred copies ot the publication be 
purchased from him for the use of the Congress. 

XV-CosM;B£eB LisBABr 

It was reeolved that the lahraiy of the A. I. C C dmnld be removed from the 
Cougrem Houscl Bombay to the Atlahabad oSee of the A. i. C. C. 

XVI— Aocouim 

The monthly accounts from January lo April, 1931 were eubmltted and passed. 
It was reeolred that the Ahmedabsd office aoeounts should he submitted to the next 
meeting and that thereafter the same should be eiaalgamated with the Allahabad 
Okfice aoooonts. 

XVIl— Auditobb 

Mesers. Dalai and Shah were re-appointed as auditors in anticipation of confir- 
Bsation by the A. 1. C. C. 

XVIII— ABTinaAL Silk 

it was resolved that the quesrions regarding Artificial Silk caif bj fbe Swa- 
d fab« Sabha, Ahmedabad should be referred to the Prerident and Seth Jamualal 
Bajai lor disposal. 

XIX— Working Coaixittee Meeting 

It was decided that the meeting of the Working Committee should he held 
iuSttial ott July 1. 


tY)BTTFIFTH SESSION OF 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONCRESS 

KASACNI—Jflli- UAXCtr rfjl 

The 46tli. SeMion of the Tndkn Notiontl CboicKM was lieM at fo ^ mm 

air atadinm, named Motilal Panda], whidi was pacJ^ed to ofcillowing with dehMUsa 
niimbering o?er 3,200 from the differoit prorincea and aevoral thoasanda of fiaiiofa. 
fihoiU/ alter 6 in the erenina, the President-elect Mr. Vallabhhlial PMel, eama to Urn 
pandal in a piooesaioD headed by rolnnteers, canying two NatiowsI Ftags, imoMdiaMy 
followed by the Frontier Red Shirts ijayinaband. In the proosaalon wm alao 
Gandhi and other members of the Working OommitteeD Mr. Bnbaah Bose and Abdil 
GaiTar Khan. Mr. Patel and Mahatma Qimdhi leoeifed a grand otatlon aa lhay 
took their aeats in an elegant ihamiama ladng north. The very large nnmbar of 
ladies in mnlti-oolonred aories. sitting on the dais and oeenpying a huge aagment of 
the eirenlar stadium added splashes of oolonr to the sea of white eape aaid ahlita. 
lbs piooeedingB began with the singing of Tagore’s Janagtma mama, 

Smes of great enthusiasm were witnessed and numerous messagea of good-will 
and anpport nom those not attending the sessioo were noted. Hiongh the Ofsn 
eeselon waa ezpeeted to be exciting, partienlarly orerthe resolntion of the endoracoMat 
of the Gandhi-lrwin pact, there was a confident hope that Mahatma Gandhi wowld 
oommand an orerwheiming majority and that he would hate no dittenlty in aaeiiiing 
a fote of oonfidenoe for the Working Ckxnmittee. 


Dr. Choiikraim Oidwani, Chairman of the Reception Oommittae, h 
speech said 

It la the proudest pri? flcge of my life to welcome you to-day on Ihia moma 
oeenaion in ue history of our national anniggle for freedom. On behalf of the R 
lion Oommittoe and the people of Sind, who have eagerly aongbt thia opporCt 


ofor ainoe the Nagpur sersion of 1920, 1 extend to you a moat haai^ wo i o o Bsai 
Eighteen yeara have pasted ainoe Sind waa privileged to hold a seasioa of the Ooa- 
mm and in that interval we have lost two of our foremost public men. Seth Bar- 
ehnndxni and Mr. Bburgri, who were among the pioneesa who bnttt the OoagNsa 
UadHkm in thk ptovinoe. Beth Uarchandrai who orga nie s d die laat Karachi Oan- 
gieas» aa the Obawman of the Reoeption Committee, we prondhr .nsolleet m Iho flrak 
martyv in the present campaign that started with the nationd boycott of the Shaoa 
Comaiiaaion againat wbieb ne was «dng to rogider Us wafa hm ptts of 'te ipfOlett Of 
his madfaial adviaera, when he met death. Aa a hnmble tiibato to mmoif 


or Mnalim. hLU woo the oonfidenoe of both oornmnnitko to Che extent to which Mr. 
Bhuigri did. The aonls of Mr. Bbnrgri and Hardiandral are wHh na in war wal- 
ooBsa of yon in our 

W. m fully eoMdoiM of tlw md diorteombKi ia th. mim mmI. thgt 

.. tef. bm idite to nudu for your bMe oeeeHttiM. Wo leek ym 
ikm of th. ostnwwdiiMiy eiieiiiiisUiioM in wUdk Ihb witio o b Mng held. A JHUg 
man Oao • tetniidit .no inoet of my oommde* and eo-workem .bo bsi. ahonUnad 
Um boMy talk of due oi g i n i i i thm mtte ptimtan ^ w, nirf few . be bq ^peM 
to be fm ooidd not teU arm in the bef^amg «f dib noath if the Opanyee. OMriOB 
imdd be held at idL And aliioet on Se era of ^ Ooogm mm eaoM Iko 
tMgk amn of tbe onentiua of BbMrt Sngh awl to oownto .bto ntaoiid 
the irbole oowtiy ia eono. and iaaigiMon uid .bich be. to a. to toai to mm 
tbo nabUe entiy ud noeendon <d the Ftvddeat-elect .bjun KeneU ia^ oth« «b- 
-twetanwi mold bate lorad to gira the gi^eit Of mtomeei. We bora eoaght 
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fiddly to eidnde all niety Im our deomtioua in keepinif with the aerkmeneea and 
aolemaity of the oocasloa. We take comfort in the knowledge that we are welcoming 
eoauidee in anne, neaily all of whom hare laid all thought of comfort aaide^ ana 
who come to na fieib mm the rigoroua diaeipline of prison life added during the 
last twelfe.months to their previous records of service and saerifice and who know 
full well that they may be only having a brief respite that this truce affords. 


iMlfOBTALS OF IlTDlAN HlBTOBT 


l^tond as we are to be your host on this historic occasion, gmt is 
that fete htt deprived ns of the iDspiring presence in onr midst of 
~ - Motilal m ■ 


among patriots, the late Fmidit Btotili 


our 

. . that prince 

„ , Hdiru, whose mugnificent sacrifices in the cause 

of our needom ton one of the most glorious chapters in the histon of that struggle 

3 hieh he conducted with consummate ability and brilliance. His death was haBteneaby 
le privations and sufferings of jail life which he cheerfully embraced at his advanced 
age^ inspIte of the precartoua condition of his health. Pandit Motilal takes bis place 
among the immortals Indian history, Dadabhay Naoroii, Qopal Krishna Qokhale. 
Bal (togadhar Tilak, Ohittaraoian Das and Lajpat Bai, whose names will for ever 
remain a pricetoi treasure for lovers of liberty. It is with a heavy heart that Sind 
oifers a mdal welcome on this occasion to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wbolunfurled the 
Flag of Independence at Lahore on the midnight of Slst December 1829 and who has 
heUr It aloft ever since, with single-minded devotion and reckless oonrage. Death has 
deprived ns also of another gr^ leader, Moulana Mobamed All who also died 
semng the nation with fearless independence in far off London, martyr to his sense 
of doty. Kmehi witnessed the famous trial iu 1921 of which Manlana Mohamed 
All was the centrsl figure and Karachi prison never held a more distinguished or a 
more detomdued foe of' foreign domination. 


Ten Months op Pbobation 

Friends, we are meeting at a critical juncture in our history. For twelve months 
from the mareh to Dandl to the Delhi truce we have really lived. In 1920-21 wo 
feaofaed a wonderful heijght of emotional exaltation and ten years later in 1990-31 
that emotion has been translated by the nation into heroic action. During those ten 
years of probation thera has been a steady absorption of the teachings of our gr^- 
aouled leader Mahatma Gandhi to whom the world pays homage to^ay for having 
tuooeisfuUy evolved a. matchless weapon that provides for righteous warfare, a right- 
oooB method. It ia nothing short of a new dispensation in which brute force will no 
longer be the final arbiter m human affairs ana might will not be acceptable as in- 
dimtable evidence of right Mahatmaji’s message is not. for India alone. The evo- 
lution of that technique of Batyagroha in the course of this struggle is leading the 
world to claim the message aa its own and from far off lands arc heard echoes of 
great message. What aounded like only a creed ten years ago at Nagpur has been 
proved to be a potent practical weapon that claims superiority over steel and demands 
lor its eflbctivenesa, Its exclusive use relegating old-world steel to rust. Undreamt 
of powers of endurance and lesistance have b^n brought out by the exercise of this 
new inetrumeat that brings a new hope to those that suffer from oppression 
and iniottity anywhere. Indian women, whom the world bad been t'.agbt to believe, 
were only domeiUio chattel jr harem tc^s, have established records of heroism for which 
history will find it difficult to find a parallel and even children have found a scope 
in the movement that has acted as a corrective to a century of dentionalizing cdu- 
w cation. Peaaanto and farmers have felt the glow of freedom and made sacrinces be- 
fore which the better advertised woes of liquor de*'^erB and foreign cloth merchants 
pale into insignificance. The nation has successfully stood brutal lathi charges. I 
navi no doubt that, inspite of any misgivings and distrust that the more impati^t 
amoim us may feel« the country will continue to follow with an ever increasing 
BteadfeatBesa nod courage the path of non-violence chalked out by our illnstricus 
lender. I even venture tonope tnat those fearless patriots who have counted thrir liv^ 
as In the pursuit of a different path, many of whom are unfortunatly still 

in prison cells, will, at no distant date, oe our comrades in arms, enforcing the wm 
of a united natioii wielding this inviaci;>)e weapon that will win freedom in India 
and peace for the world. 

A Tbuce and not Peace 


It will be a fmitleeB task to discuss in detail the terms of the truce that has 
enabled ua to hold this aession of the Congr€‘:B, not that there is any need of apo- 
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„ for them. The critics seem to forget that thef m terms for a tmca and 

^ for a peace. What has been agreed to is a suspension of hostllitieB ud nol 
a terminatiOQ thm^f . The Working Committee was enti^j {nstUied in e^lng trnea 
when they were satisfied that our opponents were in a ftamo of mind for pesom 
negotlatioa on honourable terms. There is no other way of terminatira os ,tha 
stromrle at any time except by a sucoesafui negotiation. The history M |weylM 
^oru of lord ReacUng and l^rd Irwin to enter into such negotiations with 
Gandhi should amply illustrate the determination of our illustrioiui 
leader not to let the Congress be drawn into a trap. He declined o^ 

K omise in 1921 when valued oo-workers put him down as an nnpractteal 
under. He declined compromise on the ere of the Lahore Oongress when 
equally rained colleagues regretted his action. The Yerarada pouiparm are 

another instance in point At Delhi, at last, after prolonged oonrersations he was 
conrinced and he convinced the Working Committee that a change of hem igs 
visible. He has surrendered nothing. The national resolve stands unsltMed. We 
have met here to re-affirm it. While, however, I view with no misgivings M y at m n 
ji’s decision and the decision of the Working Committee to agree to a trueu 1 can- 
not help thinking that the Lahore executions represent a grave error of Judgment 
on the part of Government. Mahatmaji agreed to forego the inquiry into pollee 
excesses in order that atmosphere may not be vitiated for a peace eflto by mutual 
recrimination. We bad a right to expect that spirit of comradeship to w 
ted. But now Government have made it difficult for us to belieye m their deaire to 
part with power. The continued detention of the detenus who have certainly nos 
been convicted of any crimes of violence is also a source of gntfer dis^ntent tnan 
ever. 1 am willing to place implicit faith in Mahatmaii’s leadership but I must say 
that signs do not appear to be propitious for the ooneiusion of an tonourable psm 
that would leave us masters m our own home. Britain must aeknowlem wrim- 
herent right lo bo masters in our own home. She must abandon the insolent tDeory 
of trusteeship. Agreeing to no longer lecture to minor wards but te •JISS; 

terms to people who are her equals in stature and who claim thar rigbtrol eimauty 
in status. Ail reservations ana safeguards must be ruled out If they violate luna^ 
mental basis of any honourable negotiation. No curtailment of pur 
inalienable right to manage our own afTairs can be Aoeeptod merely w suit JOfj 
prejudices or vested interests of England. Every safeguard roust be In inomii 
interests, lie army of occupation as such must go and our finsncjal admintstrawm 
must be as Uufettered as that of Britain. England's management of Indian finan^ 
has not been so honourable that she can claim to retain control over them even in 
part, jo interests. 


Fundamentals of thf Demaxtdb 



instrument 
mentfils 
basis of we 

evolved in London that Federation with the Ruling Pnnem. rathor ™ 
practically on their own terms, based on no guiding principle, will be to coodiuon W 
central i^nsibility. Central responsibility is not a 

titution, the inclusion of which can be treated as hypothetical andetmditipnw. It is 

the essence of our demand. la comparison, fedemtion Itself is a 

the form while responsibility is the substance of self-government. Fwerate wm TO 

bcates by all means but there must be real recogm^n of common ideals Md M 

merely geographical necessity for federation. The PrrcM m their oj^ toteMMS 

do well to take this opportunity of coming iuto ;nc 

among them rulers woo have thown enough intcliigent 

of hope that they will see that their best interests lie In thrii ^ 

into constiuitlonai p^ntates deriving thek authority from the will of people. 
It is only with suchStates that an India entering into a new era of freedom ena 
federate to any advantef^. 

A United Front 

^ 1 wfll oot enetDwli on your time .ny lortUsr. I luw only to W 
of immediate ftr^om itili be idle buiM.,if we do V?®!”? 5?“ 

ID the ensuing n^totiatioDs. Our domestic issues must be finsUy disposed of to 
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pravfDl i repetition of tbe sorry tpectnele of the first Bonod Table Cooferenee in 
London. 

Oommnnsl sd] nstment will admit of no farther delay and we most not io 
Cbtqpm ot Whitehall for the aolntion. The case for all parties has been stated 
tUy, nneqaifoeally and anthoritatively by properly accredited TTpreecntatires. Repeat- 
ed resUtenent and rerision of demands will not take as any nrwrer the ftoal. We 
wQI only be going round and round the whole problem without erer finding a 
sdnition. SatlnMtion with $taiuB quo is rated ont by erery community that claims 
Io be patriotic. How then shall we proceed f Arbitration may ultimately prove 
to be the best way. Gan we not find one man or more men, good and true, in whom 
Hindus and Masllms^ Sikhs and Christians. Parais and Jews and all other sections 
of the people who eltim this country for their motherland, can place, implicit trust 
lor maturity of fudgment and impartial outlook, state our different cases before 
thene end agree to abide by their awara ? 

FHendi, I would onee again request you to overlook the numerous deficiencies 
in the arrangements we have been able to make for your brief stay. We have bad 
to run a race against time and complete in one month a task never before performed 
and our modest success is due in no small measure to the co-operation of the 
Karachi municipality under its patriotic president Mr. .Tamshed N. R. Mehta to 
whom I tike this opportunity of expressing my heartfelt graiitude. The merchants 
of Karachi have also laid os under a debt of gratitude by tbeir whole-hearted co- 
operation. Volunteers, many of them fresh from prisons, have spent sleepless nights 
working under tremendous pressure and they will do their best to make your brief 
stay eomfortable. I hope that some of you will find it possible to stay with us 
after the session Is over to see something of our province while yon are here. 
Karaehi has no ancient associations but as a modern city administered on 
nr^ieasive lines and a geographical position that entitles it to be the gateway of 
India by sea and air, it is amongst the roost important cities in the country and the 
first eity of the future. Its harbour and its Clifton sands stretching over miles and 
Its hot water springs at Magar Fir will provide enjoyable outings. Tbalta io the 
district is one of India’s most ancient towns that witnessed Alezandar’s invasion 
and there are ruins of more ancient towns that will appeal to the antiquarian. The 
Moban-jodare which takes us many a century beyond what used to be known aa 
the dive dawn of Indian history is only a nignt’s joarn ey from here. The picturesque 


of ibe Mirs of Sind, and the modem centre of Bindhi culture. I extend to you a 
cordial invitation to stay with us and see more of tbe life of this piovince where 
twelve centuries of contact have created adjastments and UDderstanding between 
Hiadua and Moslems that amount almost to a new culture, which I feel confident 
will endure utd grow, iuspite of the ugly • actions of recent times. 


Presidenlial Address 

Hie Ibllowiog is the full text of the presidential address of Sariar VaUahhhhai 
JRsIr/ s— 

Let me eommeuoe my brief address with respectful condolence to Srimati Sorup- 
lafl Nehru, Pandit Jawaharial and other members o! tbe family on tbe loss they 
have sustained in Pandit Motilalii’s death. 1 know their sorrow has bew ^greatly 
relieved by the knowledge that it is shared by the whole nation. Motilalji’s help 
at thia jrneture was a necessity which we all, and above all Gandhiji, felt whilst 
the dcueate ncgoUatlons in Delhi were going on. This loss came upon the nation 
whan ita tears had hardly dried over the death of Manlana Mahomti All. Though 
Uttfintunalelj tha late Maulaoa had difibrencee with us, his services to the country 
•i s gnal patriot sad a brave man who never concealed what he believed could 
nevor be ^rgotten. I tender my respectiul condolences to the Begum Behiba, 
Maulana Shaukat AH and the whole family. And in this connection I would eouple 
those namsiees h sioet who, unknown to fime and never caring for it, laid down 
thdr livas in the non*violeot struggle during the past twelve monthe. May their 
aonls rest in peace and mi^ fhSr lives chasten us and spur us to greater sacrifice 
and giealsr sibfl lor the eanse lor whkh they died I 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Lahore Exfxtction 


Tlie eieeation of young Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Raiguru haa filled the 
country with deep reHentment. I cannot identify myacif with their methoda. 1 hara 


admiration. The hoartlesa and foreign nature of the government waa never more 
•trikingly demonatrated than in their carrying out the exccutiona in the teeth of the 
all but univeraal demand for the commutation of the death aontence. Let us not, 
however, be deterred from our purpose in a fit of resentment. This insolent 
exhibition of their armed power but adds to the heavy indictment against the 
aoulieas system and increases our capacity for vindicating our position if we would 
refuse to he deflected from the straight and narrow path wc have chosen. May the 
Bonls of the brave patriots reat in peace and may their families find comfort in the 
foot that the nation is a sharer in their mourning* 

You have called a simple farmer to the highest office to which any one can aspire. 
I am conscious that your choice ot me as first ser-Mint is not so much for what little 
I might have done, but it is a recognition of the am.asiiig saerifico mailo by 
Gujarat Out of your generosity you have singled out Crujarat for the honour, but 
io truth every province did its utmost during the year of the greatest national 
awakening that wo have known in m<vlern times, and thanks be to God that the 
awakening was a call to self- purification. 

The Now- Violent HtruoolE 

Though there have boon aspirations, it is a fact beyond challenge that India has 

S iven a singular proof to the world that mass non' violence is no longer an idle 
ream of a visionary or a mere human longing. It is a solid fact capable of 
infinite possibilities for a humanity which is groaning for want of faith beneath the 
weight of violence of which it has almost made a fetish. The greatest proof that 
our movement was non-violent lies in the fact that the peasants fuisified the (ears of 
our wont sceptics. They were described ns very difficult io organise for non-violent 
aotioo and it is the^ who stood the test with a bravery and an endurnneo that was 
beyond all expectatton. Women and children, too, contributed their great share in 
the fight They responded to the call by instinct and played a part which we are 
too near the event adetiuatoly to measure. And I think it would not be at all wrong 
to give them the bulk of the credit for the pr 'OTvation of non-violence. Our 
stronle is a world struggle and it is a matter of grea^ Hiitisfartion that the nations 
of the earth, especially the United Staton! of America, have heartened us by their 
sympathy. 

Honourable Settlement 

The recent aettlement, however, readers it unnecessary to do tU at greater length 
upon thia heroic period in the national life. Your Working Com mitt/ ^ has entered 
info a settlement in anticipation of your approval. You are now invitee’ formally to 
uodorM it The committee having aeoepM it as your accredited representatives, it 
is oot 1 take it, open to you to repudiate it. But it is open to you to pass a vote 
of BO oonfidenoe in the present executive and appoint better agents. But whilst it 
It bat meet that I should draw your attention to the constitutional position, I have 
n^oaht whatsoever that you will endorse the settlement which I hold to be 
pmctly honou^'i^Ie for both parties. Had wc not accepted the settlement, the 
TOct of the eufferings of the past year (?) Indeed, "vo have always claimed, la 
oatyamdiia must clum, to be ready and eager for peace. When, therefore, the way 
■J^od to open for peace, we took, it. In view of the clear demand on the part 
OK the Britiah Indian delegation at the Riund Table Conference for full rosponaibi- 
■tty aud in view of the Bntish parties having accepted the position and in view ot 
m appeal made to the Congress fay the Premier, the Viceroy and many of onr 
^hQgniabed eoantrymen, the \/orking Committee thought thit, if an honourable 
yMcoold be arranged and if it was open to the Congress to press without any 
rsaerva^ for what it considered to be best foi the country, the Congress ahonld. 
[pi^^ifod. take part in the eonforence and attempt to rcsch an agreed solution of 
w eoustotntional tesoa. If we failed in the attempt and there was no way open 
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Bafeguabds OB Behebtatiobs 

There would be mfc^rcb or reeer?Atioiii or, as the late Phndit Motflalfl eailed 
them, adjustments conoeirod in your own interest When power paaaea from one to 
another by oBroement, there are always a»^egaiLrd§ in the interest of the party in 
Bood of reparation or help. The continued exploitation of India for close on two 
penturics renders it necessary for us to seek assistance in seferal respects from 
external sources. This we would gladly take from Britain if she is willing to gire. 
Thus we would need milita^ skill and there is no reason why we may not reoeire 
English assistance in this direction. I hare taken only one telling illustration out 
of others that may be suggested. The defence safqpiard may, therefore, be the 
retention of British officers or as some would say eren privates. But we could 
never let our defence be controlled by the British. We must have full power to 
make mistakes. We may gratefully receive British advi^ never dictation. Ihe fact 
is that the British army in India is an army of occupation. Defence is a misnomer. 
Frankly, the army is for defending British interests and British men and women 
against any internal uprising. 1 cannot recall a single instance in which the Indian 
army was required for the protection of India to fight a foreign power. True there 
have been expeditions on the frontier and wars with Afghanistan. British historians 
have taught 114 that thoy wore wan more of aggression rather than of defence. Wo 
must not, therefore, bo frightened by the bogey of foreign designs upon India. In 
roy opinion, if wc need an army, wc eertainiy do not need the oc^topus we are daily 
bleeding to support. If the Congress has its way, the army will suffer immediate 
reduction to its desirable proportions. 

Nor can we divide financial control with the British Government. The nation 
can not grow to its full height if it has not exclusive control over its finance. 

Reductios of Civil ErrpssDrruRE 

Again, we have been taught to think that our civil administration will be ineffi- 
cient and corrupt if we give up the abic assistance of highly paid British civilians. 
The administrative powers that the Congress has exhibited during the recent years 
and ti.e fact of its having on an ever-incrcasing scale drawn to its assistance some 
of the best young men and women, either without pay or on a mere pittance, should 
sufficiently dispose of the fear of corruption or iiieffieicncy. It would be too great 
u strain upon our poor purse to have to pay by way of insurance against corruption 
a premium out of ali proportion to the highest possible cstiipate of corruption that 
may ever take place. It will, therefore, ba necessary jf India is^ to come into her 
own, to demand a heavy reduction in the civil service e.\peaditare and thus a 
consequent reduction iii the emoluments of the civil service. 

No REPrDIATION 

We have claimed that many of the charges laid upon India are wholly unjutt. 
We have never suggested the repudiation of a sinic^le obligation but we have asked 
and must contii.ue to ask lor an impartial investigation into debts against us 
wherever we cannot agree. 

Complete Inoepekhexce 

There is no receding from the Lahore resolution of comi)lete indeppdence. 'Diis 
independence docs not mean— was not intended to mean— a churlish relnsm to 
^UMOciate with Britain or any other power. Independence, therefore, does not exclum 

possibility of equal partnership for mutual benefit and dissolvable at tlw will of 
either party. If India is to reach her independence through cons^t^ion and 
agreement, it is reasonable to suppose that there will be British association. I am 
aware that there is a strong body of opinion in the country to the ^effect tiiat beiiwe 
a partnership could poss’bly be conceived, there mast be a period of complete 
dissociation. I do n'^t belong to that school. It is, ss I think, a sigo of weakness 
and of disbelid in human nature. 

Fedrbatioii abd Ppinces 

F«lmitkmi»a .-.dniUoK iUe.. but It Introdu^ new Metanieea^^ Ik 
PdnoM will not Utien to eereraiice, bnt :{ tbey wiU m tk tnw epirit. tt wiB 
k • BKnt nin. Ikir mnet not k to imped, the propnee or deew' 

eiecT. I hope, Uierefon, thet tkr will not l^np an rncomcromMDg atti^ that 
nay be wboSy iaeonsismt with toe spint of inraom. 1 win they would without 
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aay mcMue imi «o euneBt of tbeir detifB to march abreaat of the time loiijt 
Biuwty, Urn fmMkBMDtal ng^ta of their 8iib)e^ should be guaranteed, as of the 
leit of the Inhabitants of India. All the iuhabitanta of federated India stmuld enjoj 
eoine common elementary rights and, if there are rights, there must be a eommon 
court to give relief from any encroachment upon them. Nor can it be too much to 
aspect that the subjects of the Ststes should Se to an extent directly represented on 
the Federal Legislature. 

Burma 

As regards Burma, the press censorship has rendered it impossible lor us to 
imow the true situation there. Whether Burma should be separate from India or 
should be part of a free India Is for the Burmese alone to decide. But it is our 
concern— indeed it is the world's concern— to see that all sides are heard. It is well 
known that there is a unionist party in Burma It Is as much entitled to freedom 
of opinion as the sepmtists. It, therefore, the information given to the Congress 
that the nniontsi opinion is strangled be true, the injustice must be resisted. The 

^ ’1100 that there should be a referrendutn of Burmese opinion, seems to me to 
oently reasonabla 

Hindit-Musum Unity 

But before all else comes the question of Hindii-Musltm or rather communal 
unitv. The position of the Congress was defintHl at Lahore. liOt mo recite the 
resolution here : Mn view of the lap^ of the Nehru Ib^port, it is unnecessary to 
declare the fwlicy of the (ingress regarding communal qnestioiip, the Congress 
believing that in an independent India communal questions can only be solvea on 
strictly national lines. But as the Sikbs in particular and the Muslims and other 
minorities in general bad expressed dissatisfaction over the solution of the communal 
question proposed in the Neoru Keport^ tliis Congress assures the btkhs, Muslims 
and other minorities that no solution thereof in any future c‘onMtitution can bo 
acceptable to the Congress that docs not give full satisfaction to the parties 
concerned.’* 

Therefore, the Congress can be no party to any constitution which does not 
coutsin a solution of the communal question that is designed to satisfy the respec* 
tive parties. As a Hindu, 1 would adopt my predecessor’s formula and present the 
minorittee with a Swadeshi fountain pen and paper and lot them write out their 
demands and I should endorse them. I know that is the quickest method, but it 
requires conrage on the part of the Hindus. What we want is a heart unity, not a 
patched up paper unity that will break under the slightest strain. That unity can 
only come when the majority takiw courage .in both bands and is prepared to 
change place with the msjoritv. This would be the highest wisdom. Whether unity 
is reached that way or any other, it is becoming plainer day after day that it fa 
useless to attend any conference unless that unity is aenieved. A conference can 
give us an agreement between the British and us. It ran perhaps help us to come 
nearer to the princes. But it can never enable us to achieve unity that must be 
hammered into shape by ourselves. The Congress must leave no stone unturned 
to realise this much desired end. 

It must be clear to all of us that the Congress can be useful for attaining Puma 
Swaraj only to the extent that it has gained power. The past twelve months have 
undoubtedly given it a power that be who runs may see. But it is not riiougb and 
can be easily frittered away by bssty action or by pride. He is a spend-tbritt who 
lives on his capital. We must, therefore, add to our power. One way to do so is 
OQ our part to fulfil to the letter the conditions of the settlement. The other is to 
consolidate our gains. I, therefore, propose to devote a few lines to this part of our 
activity. 

Botoott Of Fobeioh Cloth. 

, We have made much headway in the matter of boycott of foram doth. It is a 
right as well as a duty. Without it the impoverished millions of India must con- 
tinue to starve, for if ^eap foreign cloth continues to be dumped down in the 
yillsgca of India, charka cannot flourish. Foreign cloth must, ttesfore, be 
banished from the land— it is clear— even it could be obtained free. Millions who 
starve do so not because there is not enough food in the land, but bmuse ttiey 
we DO work daring the oft session. It is, therefore, want of easy empipyrnent in 
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their oirn villages that leade to atarvatioo. Inceaaiuit propagiuMU is neeeawrj to rid 
the country of the chronic nnemplc^ment which haa beooBM a aeoond natiue with 
our peasantry. The beat propaganda is to do eacrifieial apinning ouradvcs and wear 
khadi. The All-India Bpinnera’ Aaaodation haa done much valuable work, but ii la 
lor the Concreaa to create a apinning and khaddar atmoatphere. This, to my mind, is 
tlie beat ana most effective propaganda of boycott It has been suggested that the 
argument against foreign cloth applies to the indigenous mill cloth also. This is true 
, to an estent, but our mills do not produce all the cloths we need. For years to 
come tb^ may continue to supply the balance that may be required over and above 
hand-spun cloth. But even our mills may prove a hindrance if they compete with 
khaddar or resort to questionable devices to posh their wares. Fortunately many 
mills are patriotically working in co-opcration with the Congress and are beginning 
to appreciate the virtue of khaddar in the interest of the toiling millions. But I can 
certainly say that if our mills uopatriotically hurt khaddar instead of complementing 
it, they must face an opposition somewhat similar to that against foreign cloth. 

Foreign cloth merchants will do well to bear the Congress attitude in mind in 
this regard. Foreign cloth boycott is a permanent thing, not conceived as a political 
weapon but as an economic and social measure of permanent value for the welfare of 
the masses. These merchants, therefore, if they will will look into the future and 
think of their country, will do well to give up their foreign cloth trade. Everything 
possible is being done to help them, but some very big sacrifice on their part is 
essential. 


The English, Japanese and other foreign merchants, will, 1 hope, not misunder- 
stand the Congress attitude. If they will help India, they will deny themselves Indian 
trade in foreign cloth. They have other markets and other enterprises. 

PlCXETlKG 


This brings me to picketing. This has not been and cannot be given up. I give 
below the relevant clause of the settlement : ' Picketing Bbali not involve 
coercion, intimidation, reatraint, hostile demonstration, obstruction to the public or 
any ofieuce under the ordinal law, and if and when any of these methods is 
employed in any place the practice of picketing in that place will be suspended.* 
PicWiog is a common law right, but you will observe that within the limits pre- 
scribed It is not only inoffensive, bnt highly educative. Us function is gentle 
persuasion, never coercion or liberty. J use the adjective ^violent* advisedly. The 
restraining force of public opinion there always will be; it is healthy, elevating and 
conducive to the growth of liberty as distinguished from licence. Non-violent 
picketing is designed to create public opinion— an atmosphere which should become 
imistiMe. lliis can best be carried on by women. I nope, therefore, that tb^ will 
continue the marvellous work begun by them and earn the eternal gratitude of the 
natioo and what is more, the blessings of starving millions. 

Boycott And Swadeshi 


In this connection, let roe say a .few words regarding the boycott of 

British goods. Phis idoa is : almost as old as the Congress. We know that 

after the advent of Gandhiji on the political platform, * the boycott of British 
gi^s was replaced by that of foreign, not only British, cloth. He inter- 
pret^ it In terms of economic and social uplift, whereas the boycott of 

British goods as such is a political and punitive measure. This was efiectivciy 
em^oyoaduring the recent hurricane caropaigo, Now that there is at least tempo- 
rary peace and we aeek to reach our goal through consultation and conference, wc 
must mhdraw the political weapon. We cannot bo sitting at a friendly conference 
table and outside making designs to hurt Briiish interests. Whilst, therefore, wc 
must for the time bring withdraw the British goods boycott, wc must intensify 
Swadeshi whi^ is the birthright of every nation. Whatever we produce iu our 
country, we must encourage to the exclusion of forrigo, whether British or other. 
This is a condition of natioual jgrowth. Thus we must euGOurfqce and carry oo inten' 
■ive propMode on behalf of indigenous insurance companies, banking, | shipping, 
and We may not belittle or ncclect them on^the ground of their inferiority 

or deaneiai Only by wide use and helplal criticism may we make them cheapri 


Eqdauty of Tbbatmekt. 

There ii rnueh looee talk about equality of treatment 
ment between a giant and a dwarf, between an riepbant 
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iDchcape with his lidialoiu wealth and reeonreee elaimad eraal eights with Seth 
^arotam Monijee of lamented memory, it would be a travesty of eqnallty. It woald 
M time enough to talk of equality of t-roatmeat after Beth Narotamdas*^ saooeaioce 
have made some little approach to Lord Inehoape’a resources. Equality of treatment 
in the case of hopeless unequals ought to mean raising the leas nivoured up to the 
level of the most favoured. Thus equality of treatment for the suppressed classes oo 
pe part of the so-called superior classes means raising the former to the latter’s 
level, the latter sacrificing their subsUnce and stooping to conquer. In relation to 
w British, we have hereto occupied a poaitiem in some reapeota lower even than 
the suppressed classes. The protection of Indian industries and enterpriae to the 
exclusion of British or Foreign is a condition of onr national existence even under 
a state of partnership. Protection within even the British Commonwealth la no new- 
fangled notion. It is in vogue in the dominions to the extent neoeesary lor their 
grouth. 

Drink And Drugs 

Just as the boycott of foreign cloth is an economic necessity lor the take of the 
starving millions, the boycott of intoxicating drinks and drugi ii a neceMity tor the 
monl welfare of the nation. The idea of total prohibition was born before ite 

E oliticai eflect was thought of. The Congress conceived it as a maature of aelf-puri- 
cation. Even if the Obvernment earmarked the revenue from this traffic tor purely 
prohibition purposes, our picketing of these shops would continue, no doubt, aubicot 
to the same severe rt^strictions as in the case of foreign cloth, i invite the Qovem- 
ment during the transition stage to anticipate the verdicts of the national i^alature 
and not merely tolerate the picketing of two things-— foreign cloth and drink and drugs-* 
but make, if they will, common CiUisc with the nation. But whether they will or not, 
we cannot rest still so long as there is a yard of foreign cloth entering me oonntrj or 
a single liquor shop corrupting our misguided countrymen. 

Salt. 

One word r^arding salt. The suit raids must stop. The defiance of salt laws for 
the sake of civil disobedience must stop. But the poor liviug in the neighbourhood 
of salt areas arc free to make and sell salt within the neighbourhood. The salt tax 
is not gone, it is true. In view of the likelihood of the Congresa participating In the 
conference, we may not press for the immediate repeal of the tax which is bound to 
come very soon. But the poorest on whose behali the campaign was undertaken m 
now virtually free from the tax. I hope that no traders will seek to take oadoa 
advantage of the relaxation. 

The Eleven Points 

The foregoing perhaps shows you how uninteresting I am in many things 
that interest the intelligcotsia. 1 am not interestea in loaves and fiahes or 
legislative honours. The peasantry do not understand them. are little 

airecCed by them. 1 believe that Gandhiji’s 11 points mean the subataooe 
of Swaraj. That which does not satisfy them is no Swaraj. Whilst 1 would 
reapeet the rights of landlords, Rajas, Maharajas and others to the exteot 
that they do not hurt the sweating millions, my interest lies in helping tbe 
down-trodden to rise from their state and be on a level with tbe tallest in the lend. 
Thank God, the gospel of truth and non-violence has given these an inkling of their 
dignity and the power they possess. Much still remains to be done, bnt IcA ne mSke 
up onr minds that we exist for them, not they for us. Let us shed onr pel^ rival- 
ries and jealousiea and religious fends and let everyone realise that the Oongtsss 
rqireaenta and exists for toe toiling millions and it will become an irreaiatible power 
“irking not for greed or power, hut for the aake of common humanity. 

There is one part of tbe constmetive programme which have not dealt with 
already. That is the all-important work of removing nntonchability. It to no MS 
rinkenng with the problem. The recent heroic struggle on the part of the n a t io n 
wonld have been more glorious if the Hindns had pnrged Hindoiam of this ovil. Bito 
heroism or glory apart, no Swaraj wonld be worth naving without this snpiemp sol of 
aelf-pnrificaSon and, even if Swaraj to won whilst this stain oontinM to bioohin 

Hinduism, it would be as insecure ss a Swaraj r'**^*”" 

ionDign oloth. 

iNBIlirS OVXXSBAS. 

, In oooelusion, I may not foiget onr brethren o vas es s . Thalr lot to South lIH u h 
toBmtAfite uikltootoerpsrtoof llmworM tostfflhoDgtagto to ItoM 

3A 
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btndba Aodvewi is happily in Bonth Africa, hripina our oonotmeo. Pandit 
Hridaynath Knnsrn has speeialiaed in the Indian question in East Amea. The only 
eoosoiation the Congress can anre is to assnre them of its sympathy. They know 
that their lot must aotomatically improre to the extent that we approach oar goal 
In yonr name, 1 would appeal to the Qoremments concerned to treat with oonsi- 
deiatioa members of a nation which is bound at a veiy early date to enter upon her 
heritage and which means ill to no nation on the earth. We ask them to extend to 
onr nationals the same treatment they would hare ns, when we are free, extend to 
theirs. This is surely not asking too much. 

I inrite you to conduct yonr proceedings over which you have asked me to preside 
in a 'manner befitting the occasion at which we have met. Difierences of opinion are 
trnnnd to exist, but 1 trust that every one here will co-opcrate to make our delibera- 
tions dignified and conducive to the attainment of our goal. 


Proceedings and Resolutions 


After the addresses were delivered, three resolutions were moved from the chair 
andpassed. 

The first was one of coiidolcnec on the death of Pandit Motilal, and Maulana 
Mahomed Ali and the other ^^herocs and heroines''. The s(H>ond was the resolution 
on Chwnpore riots. The third was one urging the release of political prisoners. 
The following arc the texts 

ondolence 


“This Congress places on record its deep sorrow on the death of Pandit Motilal 
Nehrn, Manlana Mahomed Ali, Moulavi Mnzarul Haq, Syis. Revashankar 
J. Jhaveri. Shah Mahomed Jiibair and V. C. Oiirunatha Miidaliar, and the unknown 
heroes and heroines who died during the recent struggle, and tenders respectful con- 
dolence to the fomilics of the deceased and assures them that the whole nation 
•hates their grief.’’ 

11— Communal Strifa in Cawnpore 

“This Congress deplores the communal strife that is going on in Cawnpore and 
that has resultra in a large number of deaths and even a large number of injured. 
The Coomss tenders its respectful sympathy to the families of the dcrcasea and 
the injurm. The Congress notes with de^ grief the news of the death during 
•trife of 8jtB. Ganesh Sankar Vidyartbi, President U. P. 0. 0. who was one of the 
most selfless among national workers and who by his freedom from communal bias 
had endeared himself to all parties and commuiiities. While tendering condolence 
to the family of the deceased the Congress notes with pride that a prominent 
worker of the first rank was found sacrificing his precious life in the attempt to 
rescue those in danger and restore peace and sanity in the midst of strife and in- 
sanity. The Congress asks all concerned to utilise this noble sacrifice for promoting 
peace and never for vengeance and, to that end, appoints a committee to discover 
the cause of the tension and to take such measures as may be necessary to heal the 
breach and to prevent the poison from spreading to the adjoining areas and districts. 

ComciTTEE 8y t Purshottamdas Tandon, Khwaja Abdul Mmid, 6yt. T. A. K. 
Bberwani, Byt. Zafurul Mulk and Pandit Sundarlal with Dr. Bhagavan Das as 
Chairman.” 

Ill— Political Prisoners 

“This Congress is emphatically of opinion that if the object of the settlement 
between the Government and the Congress is the promotion of goodwill between 
Gretil Britain and India and if the settlement is an earnest of Great Britain’s deter- 
mination to part with power, the Government should release all political prisoners, 
detenus and nndertrials not covered by the eettlement) and remove all political dis- 
ahilitiea impo^ by the Government on Indians, whether in India or abroad, on 
account of their political opioione or acts.” 

IV— Sardar Bhagai Singh and We Comrades 

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru then moved the resolution relating to Bhagat Singh and 
hie eomredee. The following ie text s— » 

*Thie Oongiei^ while dieiocieting itself from end disapproving of pdlillcal 
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violepee io wy shape or form, placet on record ite admiration of 4be hrareiT and 
aaerifloe of the late Sardar Bhagat Singh and his comradea Syta. SukUe? ana Bid* 
gum and mourns with the bereaved lamilios the loss of these lives. This Oongresi 
IS of opinion that Government have lost the golden opportunity of promoting good- 
trill Mween the two nations, admittedly held to be essential at this jonetire, imd of 
winning over to the method of |)eacc the party which, being driven to ileapair, 
resorts to political violence.** 

PL Jatcaharlal J^ehru. moving the resolutionp felt that it would have 

been more appropriate if the reaolutioii was moved by Oaadfaiii who had 
drafted it or by Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel who waa at the hiolra of the Oongnaa 
affairs to-day. He, however, asked the audience why was it that a mere chit of a 
boy had suddenly leapt to fame, and bad become (he light and guide to others. 
Why was the apostle of non-violence niixions to-day to pay the highest tribute to 
Bhsgat Singh, although hundreds lost their lives in Peshawar, Shouipur, Bomba/ 
and elsewhere ? The reason, IH. Jawnharlnl said, was that in Bhagat Singh self* 
sacrifice and bravery had passed the upper limits. But in honouring him. the 
audience io the heat of the moment must not forget the path of non-vkmDoe 

they had chalked out lor themselves. He frankly told the audience that he was 
not ashamed of the cult of violence, but he felt that that cult for the present 
could not be practised in the best interests of the country and there was tne fear 
of indulging in communal strife when oiiec the sword was unsheathed. It was 
therefore a sign of weakness to have mental reservations. It they were to make 
mistakes, it should be on the side of right, and that was why the resolution dissociat- 
ed the <3oiigrc68 from violence. 

Pandit Jawaharlai said the country for the present was under conditions of 
truce, and they did not know if there would be real peace in the country. They 
must have to take up the struggle once again for which purpose they most always 
I)c ready. They did not know how many Bhsgnt t^inghs toey roignt have yet to 
sacrifice before India was free. The lesson which thev should face from Ishagat 
Hingh was to die in a manly and bold manner so that the country may live, (oheers.) 

Vapidit Madapi Mo/ton Malarh/a supporting the resolution said the fact that 
young men took to violence showed that alt was not well in the country and 
something had made them desperate. Pandit Malaviya claimed that the Government 
had a large share in making the young men revolutionaries. “But if, in spite of 
that, we advise young men to desist from violence, it is because wc love yoo young 
men, aud know too well the dangers of that cult and vre do not wish to sacrifice 
any more Bhagat Singhs/' be declared. ‘'Bravery and courage were required in non- 
violence and advice to the youth of India’ is to have the braveiy of Bhagat 
Sinj^ and use it in Gandhiji's stru^le of non-violence,’' he continued. 

The Lahore executions, said Paiicfit Malaviya, brought out one fact prominentlv, 
that India could never have 8clf-res)»cct under alien rule ; for it was only possible 
in India that a request for commutation of sentmeeB by Oandhiji of intemational 
fame, was turned down by the Viceroy. Pandit Malaviya therefore ciborted the 
audience to take a vow, and have no rest till freedom was won for India Tbit 
alone would be a living monument to Bhagat Singb. Pandit Malaviya also paid n 
glowing tribute to Kishen Singb, father of Bhagat Singh who along with the mother 
of Rajgnru, were present in the pandal. At the general request of the audience, both 
of them came up to the rostrum, where Kisben Singh spoke giving incidents of hit 
own life, as well as those of Bhagat Singb. 

Sardar Khhen Sittgh, father of Bhagat Singh, spoke for over half an hour tod 
produced a great impression on the audience. He related episodes from Bhagat 
Sin^’a life. Thunderous cheering broke out as be narrated how Bhagat Singh gave 
up his studies and resolved to devote bis life io the service of the country, rrfuebg 
to be married. When the speaker said be was not allowed to have the final inter- 
view with his SOD, angry cnes of ‘'Shame, shame,’’ rose from the audience. Sardar 
Kishen Singh appealed to the youth to keep cool-headed and patient, and to he gui- 
ded by wisdom and by enthusiasm, and to control their anger and act like true 
aoldien. Then victory would be theirs. Cries of “Bhsgat Singh Zindabad” greated 
the conclnaion of the speech. 

Mr. V. L, 8a$tri moved an amendment for the deletion of the words of disappro- 
val of political violence. He deprecated the “half-hearted. stinting grudging oompHinentt’’ 
to the great men who had been executed. Having lived a life of non-violence tor a 
vrhole year againat all foius of violence that the Oovemment was capable of, it wu 
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At thia '*loiid ■peaken” failed, aad Mr. Baalri proteeted that th^ had bem 
gi^OQt of order, and {deeded that differential treatment ahonld not be meted oat 

The Freddent ruled that the Bpeaker*e time waa up, and he ahoald flniah hia 


Mr. totri proteeted be had not had hia aay, and train complained that "load 
makeir' bad neen pat out of order. He itated that Mra. Eamaladeri Oiattopa- 
dliaf% who waa to haTe aeeonded him, had been peranaded not to do eo. 

The Preaident, howerer, ruled that hie time waa op. 

Dr. TbraeAafid Lalwani aeeonded the amendment. He declared that the whole 
world knew that the creed of the Congreea waa non-?iolence. Why then repeat it 
Orel and orer again, eear after ^r ? 

Cloanre waa mofed, and the Preaident pot it to the TOte and declared it carried. 

Mr. (Saatri demanded a poll which the Preaident refosed to grant. Mr. Saatri again 
proteeted that the amae of the Houae waa not in farour of cloanre. 

The Preaident, hdwerer, pat the motion for cloaure to rote again and declared it 
oariM, Mr. Saatri peraiating in hia proteata. 

TBe amendment waa then pat to vote, and declared loat The original reedation 
waa pot and carried. The Congreaa then adjourned. 

SECOND DAY-^Oth. MARCH 1931 


A conaiderably thinner crowd, bat aa eager and as expectant as ever, filled the 
mat open air auditorium this evening for the second day of the Gonfpresa. On a 
beautifully decorated seat sat Mahatma Gandhi. 

Pandit Jawaharlal ascended the rostrum and addressed the gathering as follows 
in moving the resolution ratifying the Gandhi-Irwin Tniee 


V— ’The Providonal Settlement 


^This Congrear, having considered the provisional settlement between the Working 
Committee ana the Government of India, endorsee it, and desires to make it clear, 
that the Congreaa goal of Puma Swaraj (Complete Independence) remains intact. 
In the event of the way being otherwise open to the Congress to be repreaented at 
anv Conference with the repreaentatives of the British Government, the Congress 
delation will work for this object and, in particular, so as to give the nation con- 
trol over the defence forces, external affairs, finance and fiscal and economic policy 
and to have a scruiiny, by an impartial tribunal, of the financial transactiona of the 
Brituh Qoverament in India and to examine ana assess the obligations to be under- 
taken by India or England, and the right to either party to end the partnenhip at 
will provided however that the Congress Delegation will be free to accept andh 
adjustments as may be demonstrably necessary in the intereata of India. 

**The Congress appoints and authorises Mahatma Gandhi to present it at the 
Conference with the addition of such other delegates as the Working Committee may 
appoint to act under his leadership.” 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in moving the resolution, said 

"Three years have passed away since we passed the famous resolution at Lahore. 
In another year you and I may forget the great battle. Yon and I thought (hat 
n freedom waa nearer each day. You and I have seen many things. And atUl I am 
prepaxed to do things at your bidding. So, thia evening, aa I stand before yoo 
with this reaohition. I will beg of you to listen to me with patience, and if you will 
eaie^ to go along with me. 1 will place before you certain things.” 

"Among other things we have to remember the question of debts. Ton moat 
leinember we have been burdened with a debt which is not of our own makiog. 
JSvan the teat eonference itaelf, with its enormous money spent over it, waa bnrdan 
We have, besidea that, to consider many more points. I feel that aomo of 
have, got to be pteced before an imparial tribonaL Yoa have all 

ory, and you know too how monqr has flown into loxfian 

iRMn lor tha Army in Burma and China. We will reoMniae only « 
aa hava been apanl on India’s account The teat thing we wilThave to laa 
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tha qim l i o B of _ihe coonectioo with the Empire, whether we will be io a potlUon to 
•BfCf our connection when we tie in a poeition to do eo. Our idoaa ot indepen* 
dwoe vaiy. Your idea ot it maj not be mine own. We hare got to underetand 
WMt we mMo by it Once we get real power in our own hands, all tbinM will 
ioUpw. We can change Cferything. One thing is certain that we cttiinot affoid to 
be here or there and do two things at the same time. For this alone, 1 implore 
you to decide once for all. So far. we have decided to abide by Osndhiii, and let 
ue do so until we see the way is blocked for any further progress." 

Dr. MjI. AjuarL who spoke after Pandit .Tuwaharlat, said that he had been aak^ 
to second 'the resoluiion; He felt that there was no need to tell much about It. but he 
would obev the Preaident “Ihia resolution**, eontiniied Dr. Ansari, •‘supports^ the 
provisional settlement of I^rd Irwin and Gandhiji. Your business and my business 
would M to see now that the mandates that you and I give to the Congreas 
delegation are carried ont in full. In so doing, let me assure you that we arc not 
TOing one whit beyond the resolution of Piirna Hwamj that wo passed at Ijahore. 
r^l^ndly, you will perceive fh.at Puma Swaraj has been practically defined to in 
ihia resolution. Such things as Dch'iice, the question of tariffs, economic and fiscol 
control, all thia will and roust be ours. You will also see for y ourself that Mahatma 
Oandhi has been given plenipotentiary powers in the resolution. Therefore. H does 
not appear to me that wo have gone back upon Lahorf\ If. you will think lor a 
moment and realise the tremendous strength which the country has acquired in this 
great struggle, then you will know there can l»o m> more talk of going back, l^t 
us not, my friends, suffTcr from the inferiority complex. If to-day, it is possible to 
make t^ Viceroy and the Hecrctnry of State nnd the powers-that-bc to come to 
terms with us here in India, it is possible to do many things. And, above all, ^ I 
ncc^ hardly tell yon, that if wc will return I'ome without c . n one d< inand lieing 
satisfied, wc will not compromise nnd ( ven i^ failure be ours, wc will rtiurn to where 
we began nnd begin our struggle an( w. I request yott, therefore, to support Ihia 
resolution." 

Mr.^ Jantna^as Mehta then ascended the rostrum, and started the 
opposition to the resolution. He had given notice of an nmeiulincni : “This Con- 
gress repudiates the personal settlement arrived at be! wren Mabalma Gandhi and 
Lord Irwin as ineonsrslent with the rcsolutum on Imlepcndence p.nsscd at liiiliorc 
and clirwts the Workifjg (Vunmilfee to dcsisi from any further ncgoliatioDH on this 
behalf*’. This the I'rcMdent had ruled it out of order on the gnainil that it was no 
amendment at all. Mr. .lainnadas sanl : “Two years ago, eurioiisly ciioiigb, it was my 
privilege to move an amendment to I’andit .lawabaiial Nehru’s resolution on Inde- 
pendence. To-d.'iy, it is my privilege to oppose the rcsoluiitHi he has moved, which 
IB not at all in my opinion anything npproat hing ndherenee to Inde^Maidencc. It is 
really watering down what the ('ongress has done .at Lahore. There ran be no 
question, whatever, that whatever may he the brave \v<»ids em)>U»>ed in the resolution, 
its real effect has been to water down the rcsoliition on Iiide|H‘ndeiicc passed at 
Lahore. You cannot eat your esike mid keep it too. You raiinot go to the Hound 
Table ('onferenee hedged in willi eonditions and mnkt* the world la'lievc that you 
arc still sticking to Indcpciideiire. If nnyhodv carefully pcrustnl the terms of wuat 
was first called Truce, aiul is now more pro|Mrly called a I’rovisionnl Settlement, 
you will find that, 'under the agreement to go to the Kound Tahk (Conference the 
resolution on ]nde|>ondeiice pasH«*d at J^ahorc colinpsi’d aiitomaticniiy (cries of “Hear 
hear") because of the limitunoii placc^d on those who go to the Bound Tabic 
Conference.. 

“In the Bcttlement which was piihlishnl under the Hignatiirc of Mr. Emerson,* 
Home Becrctary to the (iovernment of India, it is clearly laid down that so far as 
the question of constitutional rcfiirm is concerms], there will he a further disctissioii 
of what bnppcmcil at the Bound Table C\mferenee in January last. Of these dis- 
cussions Federation is to lie un <*ssciifial part. Ibcre are to be safeguards and 
reservations about finiinee. military and external affairs. It is commonsciise that 
if there is any safeguard attached to iiid< jN*iidenre, that safeguard cannot be in 
favour of independence. It can only militate against ccmiphie independence. You 
cannot have sixteen annas with a sahgiiard, wiihh will retain the sixteen annas 
intact. It means an anna taken away here and anna tnk<n away tlxTc. And what 
reroaina may be a small truneated form of responsible (iovernment. Therefore, let 
there be no mistairo as to what this House is called upon to do, in passing this 
retolntion." 
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'Tile recoluiion goes on to mf'. Hr. Junnadui proceeded, the Indkii 

oe^ipition will ecogpi only euch adjnitaenta «e are demonctnhly acoeiem in the 
mtmete of Indie. 1 htTe already told yoa there can be no aalegnaida which oonld 
M in the intereita of India, tod lafeguarda there can be only in the intereets of 
^l^and and the IntefcstB of those other than India. The Vioeiw’t Chelmafoed 
'Cmb speech, delivered only three days ago. ought to leafe no room ror donbt in t^ 
minds of the Working Committee as to wbat ts meant by so-called Bale|;aanla. 

there be no mistake as to what the Viceroy^s words are. They mean that 
mj right of the delegation in this matter would be to anggest some altcmatnre 
wiucb ^ would bo cmled essential for safeguarding firitish intereata. Therefore the 
resohltion which limits the Congreu ddegattou to those safeguards only, which 
im demonstrably in ibe intereets of India, is mere moonshine, and is an cye-wasfa. 
Therefore, let the House realise that this illusory inatriictioii to Ihc delegation will 
not work. 

**Thcre is no ghost of a chance of the iwoposals as embodied in the proposed 
resolution being accepted at the lloiiiid Table Conference.^' 

Hr. .Tnmnadas proceeded : ^'Ho much is said about the enquiry into the public 
d^ for India. It is said that wc will repudiate it in the interest of India. I warn 
this House very rcspect&lly that ail debt that has been n^aHy incurred against the 
interests of India, has been paid out already, and very little remains of that debt. 
If you are under the impression that any debt which was incurred minst the 
interests of India still reniains to be paid, you .arc gr^tly mistaken. The debt which 
IS now outstandiiig is mostly what is cntlm productire debt. Out of nearly 1.200 
crores, about eight have U^cii tavosted in railways, irrignlkm canola, and public 

works, and with the provincial governments, municipalities, )X>rt trusts, etc. all of 
which are productive obligations. 

^^What therefore remains is hardly 180 crores, half of which is held by the people 
of this country. 8o far as the war debt is concerned, unless I am seriously 
mistaken, only 20 crores remain to be paid. So, if there is any chance of our 

recovering even all these debts which were wrongly incurrtd, it would be only if 

the Parliament ngroca to float a British loan for the purpose of refunding to the 

p«plc of India what they wrongly had taken from India. The Britisher, if he 
sticks to one thing more than another, it is his cash. He is not the man to 
finance loan^ to niiay what was wrongly taken l»y him. Do not be misled by high 
sounding and bomuastic words. Nothing is going to conic out of it, Pcopie who 
make this provisional scttUmicnt will not have the ronragi? to demand the t^ymont 
back. You may pans the resolution if you like. It has no meaning. It is not 
worth the paper on which it is written. *N*ot one rupee will be refonded, Bq far 
as (he Indian portion of the debt, is eoncrriied, it is held by charitable institutions. 
If ever you make up vour mind to repudiate it there would Iw a monetary cn^ 
in this country, the lit'o of which you have never seen. Therefore do not be led by 
a heroic gesture of this kind. 

^'Lastly I request you to refuse to pass this resolution, because it cannot be 
carried out in practice, becau.'^e it is against (he Lahore resolution, and because 
the Working (Vimiuiltce si’cms to 1 k> in a pathetic detachment about the reality of 
Briti8h:imperialism. It seems to think that wn have only to make a united^ demand, 
and the British Parlianirnt will concede it. TIjohc who have read histo^ 

cannot help feeling that if this is (he indepndenee which India is going to get, it 
wilt be a most hypocritical and illusory tninL% It is your duty not to allow the 
Congress to go on and fall into a pit.’’ (Applause). 

fitvami Oovintlanavd nest followed. He said : '1 am voicing the feelings of ^ 
forrard party in the Congress and the large mass of Indian pcopie when 1 say that 
the Gancibi-lrwin pact has set buck Ihc clock of Indian progress towards Indepen- 
dence. The Truce, to us, is both disappointing and unacceptable. We, the left wing 
of the Congress, at first thought of opjiosing it, but in the interest of our county we 
have refrained from doing so in order not to weaken the bands of Mahatmau in 
anyway. He is anxious to be given an opportunity to go to the Hound Tabic 
Oemferenco in order to bring aliout Purna Bwaraj or what he is pleased to call trc 
substance of Independence acceptable to the people of India and we have cqrr^ly 
come to the concloaion, that wc should not oppose him in any way. We wish to 
give him his fuU diance to extract water out of the stone of the Round Table 
internee. We do nut ulmiiuct him for the simple reason that before long, we 
ahould know how far the Bound Table discussion would bring Swaraj. 
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yft hm ao doabk» in ow minds, that we cannot win fieedom from the Bonnd 
XAle Coninenoei Ibis is the first time In the long life of Mahntmaii when he 
tiraks ihm ie n pnbability ^ his getting Pama Swarai by means of ae|{Otiationa 
^th British lepceMtatifes. Let him, by all means, succeed with his practised 
tolomneyijpersnasiYe logic and sweet reasonableness. Wc would give him hill and 
m scope Iw it to pioeM to England as an Ambassador of the whde nation of 
India. We feh that the time had not yet come to call off the civil disobedience 
movement, because the Government are not yet chastened in their mood. But a vic- 
torious army though we were, we surrender practically unconditionally. We assucn 
tM Working Committee that, without lowering the flag of complete independence we 
•hall allow them full latitude to pursue thrir plan of obtaining independence, through 
negotiations. If they bring independence from London, we shall examine its contents, 
aim if we are aatisfied that it contains the substance of real independenoe, we shall 
raise our hats and offer our salutations to them for getting us independenoe so chimp. 
But, if they return empty handed, we request them to be equally generous to os by 
•flbiding os in opportunity to bring India's freedom by handing over to us the 
control of the Congress organisation. 

Swami Govindanand proceeded : '‘The ratification of the truce term by tho Con- 
giesfi has caused consternation and deep resentment among the youth of India. We 
are trying to control them and exercising all onr influence that they should remain 
silent dnnng the period of truce. Hut if ainl when the Round Table fails, we 
expect Mahatmsji to give us the option of carrying on the struggle, mid God willing, 
to success. Under the circumstances wo have resolved to alwtain from taking part 
in the debate or in voting on the resolution.'' 

Mr. Meher Ali, Mr. Boeik. Dr. Alain, Mr. I'lcsat and Dr. Kitchlcw next spoke. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Oupia next addressed the gathering in support of the resolution. 
He said ; *Tt has licen said by Mr. .TniniindaH Mehta that thu resolution moved by 
Fandit Jawaharlal fCehru to-night and bronght forward in tho Hubjcfots CommittM 
by Mahatmaji goes against foe letter and spirit of the independence resolution 
adopted at Lahore. Mr. Mehta suffers, along with many of our countrymen, from 
the maladay of inferiority complex. Mr. Muhta thinks, according to tho teacning of 
the British, that the Indian nation can never shake off British domination 
in India. Mr. Mehti has not yet realised that the great movement wMoh 
was led by Mohattnaii and the Indian National Congress during the last 
two montfaa hsd demonstrated to the whole world that tho Congress has 
got such power behind it, that it has got tho whole Indian masses behind 
it and that to-day it could well upset tho British Government in this 
countn in no time whatever, (applause). When Mr. Mehta talked about the 
logic oi buying independence, he said something which was not true. Gaiidhiji did 
not propose to achieve independence through logic or sweet reasonableness. He 
wopoaee— and he has demonstrated that to the rest of the world-*to wrest indepeo- 
denee for India by the strength of the masses in the struggle of civil disobedionoe 
which would immediately follow on the refusal of the British Government to 
with power. Bweet reasonableness and logic we do not count on this occasion. We 
count on the power of the Indian National Gonurcss and the Indian nation itaelf. My 
friend may talk about the British connection, in these efforts for independence^ the 
old British connection of msster and slave, of Imperial and Imperious Britain and 
Dependent India mnst end. 

Mr. Ben Gupta continued : “Those who are opposed to this resolution say : *Let 
us fint cut off the British connection and for a period let there be no connection 
CQual or otherwise with Britiio and if neressary after a year or two or five yean, 
IT we think in the interests of India any alliance is necessary with any power on 
oaith, Britain or others, we might then do it. These people do not realise the gigaa- 
tie power whi<^ ibit Indian nation has M behind the Iradershtp of Mahatma Gandhi. 
It la that whidi will give ua gwaraj, which at one stroke will give up the British 
eonneetkm of master and slave, of exfdoiter and exploited that exists to-day. Whoa 
that eonaaetioo ends, and when there is going to bo equal partnership, it would he 
oonal partnenhip which conkl be ended at will by eitherTodia or Britain. Don’t thiak 
Mmimrii meant thia leablation that the Congress is bound to go to the Bound 
Tahkk Nothing of wie kiod. 

^Tou know than may be not one but several canses arising hetweco bow and 
iha tiaie of tolBfoc thie oouference whidi might stop the Congress from Jofailog the 
Boond Table at al. We Oongreeemea are bound by the terms of the truce. And 
If wa find that a angle prisoner is not released within a reasonsblc time it will be 
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a breach oC peace by ihc British Gorernmcnl in India. In the event of the other 
terroe of truce being broken nuch as, for instance, in respect of manufacture of salt 
and boycott of foreign cloth, the way is clear for ns to refuse to go to the Ronnd 
Table. It is our txiunden duty to tell the British Government ana the world that 
there has been a i tear breach of the truce on ths part of the British Oeyeroment 
and we cannot go to the Conference. 

**Can you Imagine that the Indian National Congress under the leadership of 
Oandhiji will go to the Bound Table without first settling the Hiiidu-Musltm eon- 
troversies amongst ourselves ? It is impossible to imagine that 
any self-respecting delegation or leader like Mahatmaji is going to the Round Table 
without solving this dispnte. Without it they arc not going to proceed there, and 
humiliate a whole nation and cons(*nt to be patted by the Prime Minister of England 
on the back and be told that they arc going to settle our difTerences. Friends, there 
ore many difficulties in the way of the i!ongrcss going to the Round Table. We 
have entered into this trace and wc are not going to orcak it.*' 

Mr Ben (lupta concluded with a passionate appeal. He said: *'Re- 
inember that never in the history of modern India did you see the spectacle of the 
high and mighty of British Government in India talking, negotiating and pleading on 
eriual terms with Mahatmaji. the representative of the Indian Nation. For the hrst 
time in the history of modern India has this biH^n done, namely, recognition of the 
power behind that frail roan, the |>ower of the nation. He oftered to negotiate, 
oecatisc he knew that behind the Indian National Congress is the strength of the 
whole nation. Friends, give ns that strength, give Muhatmaji that strength. You 
roust go to a pcaeij-tablc even nfim- a bloody war. Kvon if you carried your revo- 
lutionary movement to a suei'cssfnl issue, what is that ^’ou do in the end ? Yon 
must talk at the table with the iMiemy, whether in a iion-violent war or in a violent 
war. It is for you to say wc did not bre.ik the truce terms and wc Congressmen 
led by the greatest of all honourable men, Mahntiniiji did not fail in the balance of 
honour and honesty of the Indian nation (loud applause). 

JChan Abfiur Ouffar, Frontier Gandhi, came to the rostrum amidst deafening 
shouts of ‘*lnqntlal) Zindabad/' and spoke briefly. He said that be was really 
ill, but he could not disoLn^ the eommaiul of Mahatmaji. He was only a soldier. 
He had onci* scrveil Pandit Motilnl and w*as just a servant. When a commauder 
asked him what he kin w, he replied that he knew only to obey. They in Afganis- 
tail had great faith in Gandhiji. It was only he who made them friends with In- 
dians and India. Jlis heariTs did not know the things thtil existed in Afganman. 
Many of them were slaves, but they knew how* to get rid of their slavery as wdl. 

Mahatma Oandhi, who followed Bardar ihitbu* Ali Khan, now ascended the ros- 
trum. A pleasing silence stoic «y»on tlwt iinic|iie gathtTiiig, and fifty thousand pairs 
of eager oxiH*et.*inl eyes turned towards that frctil speaker, and ns many ears tried 
to catch in every word of the distinguished man. Not a disturbance affected the 
forty minutea* silenco during whtc*h period the Mahtma spoke, Mahatmaji ^.poke 
in Hindi as follows 

^'Brothers and Bisters, it is getting on be very late now. I thought 
I waa not going to apeak ranch but I see you are all awaiting 

to liaten to aomething or other from me. Bo 1 will weak. I win 
apeak Unity apeciolly to my younger and more excited nieiida. They 
muBt know that 1 have great love in my heart for you all. because 1 can noder- 
Btond you all and know very well what is passing in your minds. My heart is lull 
oraymptthy for you all. Do not think that you have hurt me. or 1 am displeased 
by opposition from some of you. It saddens me to feel that 1 have had to displease 
some of you in doing what 1 feel it to be my duty now. 

**Ab regards the Round Table Conference, we have been told by some that wc 
will got nothing out of it all. R. T. O. is not a piece of magic. By merely going 

or attendtim the Conference do not think all good things will happen. Please also 
remember I do not bold out to you any such hope. 1 am just carrying your ins- 
truction and your mandate for Puma Swaraj. Sometimes 1 have felt within myself 
what is there in this conference after all. and of what use it will be; Bui then, 

wh en I think te work 1 have undertaken and the promises 1 have made, I feel 

•tioagly I moat do jny dharma. It is rov duty. If 1 do not do it, 1 will be eom- 
mittiag an onpaedonable eio. You and i arc satyegrohis. It ie our bueineBe ea 
true aatyagiafali to love every one, to love even those whom we consider onr enemy. 
By onr very love and forbeaianoe we ouid^t to be able to pcTine a friebd of hioi. 
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That ia our duty. That ia the real sarya{i:raha. If you and I do not do bo, we ahall 
not be Satyagrahia, but Durngrahia. Are we Congrcasmeu then going to be Dura- 
grabia ? 

*‘When the call came from Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and the Viceroy, my con* 
Bcience told me that I muat take up their offer, and try my beat to work it out M 
well. But then please remember whatever you will aak me to do. I will do. Thia 
is my dharma. Vhia is the dharma of the working Committee. My buaineaa la to 
keep up the prcsiige and status of our motherland. You may be sure, I will not 
lower it. It is up to you if you arc dissatisfiid with me, to deal with mo aa you 
will. You are a great body, and you are capable of telling where 1 fail to rite to 
your expectations. I tell you again that I go only in your name. 1 ahall go and 
work honestly. So you sec there no question of anyone getting diBPlcaaed or 
feeling Uid about anything. Do not think that bt^cause you call me Mahatma I 
am almve all things. 1 have no hesitation to tell the world that 1 am only your 
representative, and tlmi wliile J sjieuk, 1 speak with your voice, your words, lyour 
desires, your mandate. , 

“Now to talk of other things, you have heard our friend Sardar Gafiar AU Khan. 
I am happy beyond words at the thought that it has been possible for him and hia 
line band to come to Iiuli;i. It is « Anc gesture and I am sure you are also glw 
to see him. Through him J Fiqniose we will be ably to carry the message of good- 
will to the Afridis and convert them into true satyugrahis. Now 1 hare done.” 

Addressing the ilouae briefly in English Mahntinn Gandhi said : 

“Several Andhra friends have rtqucsied me to any a few worda in English. 1 am 
sorry that the time is nally inoA ing fast. Sirdar raid espeettd to Anish the whole 
of the proceedings to-iliiy Ufoie 1(.> oVIoek. Jhil I And it is already 10-15 p. m. 
Therefore, I shr.ll try to la; as brief aa 1 fjoaMMy eiin. I do not wish to cover the 
same groiiiid whi' h has been covered by several speakers, but I will say one or two 
words with rehieiiee to what has been left out in the resolution before you. 

*‘Oiie thing (hut has boen left out is Federation. What is (he meaning of the 
word Federation V Js it a Federation bitwiHii the Priin*cs or of the iiidiiin £' tales on 
the one band and the provincis put together on the other V Whut are the coud; lions 
under which that Federation is to take place / We do not know. But the Princes 
have taken up the t«o»jtion that there sjuill lie no intervention on the part of 
the FtMleriil Government in internal aflaiis. What all have suggested in eunncctioii 
with the* Fi'dcrntic n is that tiny should uekiiowkdge that the right of the subjects 
of the (States should be the same e.a the rights of the citimis in what is called Bri- 
tish India. If those rights are guaranteed in the Federal Coiistiiutiun then there 
should natnruliy be some Federal iiistituiion to prot(‘Ct these rights such, for 
instance, us a tribunal or whatever name you like to call it. 1 fed that it would 
be something of a derogation to the sovereignty which the Princes enjoy to do thia. 
But if they would be a pury to the Federation, surely by the spirit of abioiute 
democracy it is up to them to part with some of ilieir power, and that of thoir 
own accord and free will. I am hoping rhut some such thing will happen. That is 
why you And no mention is made of Federation in the resolution. 

'*Xhe second question I should like to storak about is in connection with the 
Hindu-Muslim pact, .^iipiiosing wc do not arrive at any settlement whatsoever as 
regard*! this viry deJicate matter, what is the position of the Congress ? Bo far aa 
I can think at present, it would be useless for the (.'ongress delegation, if we cannot 
possibly arrive at a proper conimuiiai solution, to proeouJ to England. But J am 
not able just now to give you my Anal decision on Anal, opinion. 1 do mit know. 
Many things may happen which may make it necessary or highly desirable that the 
delation should take part in the Cotifereuec. But that is r.alfy for the future 
to decide. However that is ho«.' my own mind is running. 

*‘One thing more I would aay before I retire. You arc not bound to accept 
toe resolution because there is a Mahatma behind it, or la'caiisc there is the 
>\orking Committee bihind it. You arc not bound if this Hciticroctit docs not 
commend itself to you to accejit this resolution, On the contrary, you are 
10 duty bound, if this scUlemcut cannot commend itself to you, to reject it 
summarily. And if the Congress rejt^'ts that settlement summarily, uotbing can 
possibly be said against the Congress. Ihe (Jongress is the paramount uUtoority 
snd the Working Committee is its creature. For a hundr^ reasons, the action 
J?*®® by the Working Committee may not commend itself to yon. llicrefore, there 
BQOuid be no qut^tion of toleration or patronage. It is open to every one 
^ J ou, * to every section heir, to rejm this resolution,, and also reject the ftettle- 

3 $ 
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meni il yon with to. Bot if you want to eodorae the Setdement, it ie also yonr 
daXj aetivdy to anpj^ it and carry out all ita terms faithfully and honourably 
and do the varioua uinga nhich will be set before you in the resolntion, so that you 
may daily increase the power of the Congress and make it uossible for the Congress 
delation to Tindicate the position of the Conmss and possibly to bring the rery 
^thing for which we have suffered for the past twelve months. 

**One thing more. If this delation goes to the Conference, it does not mean 
that the.delegation will bring in its pocket Puma Swaraj. If it does not bring Puma 
Swaxij, it does not mean that it returns humiliated. Nothing of the kind. All that 
wos«<I^t to be able to do is to go and tell the British Ministers that if we do not 
what the Congress expects the delegation to accept within the terms of the 
lesolution, we are bound to return empty-handed, and receive compliments from 
yon and not corses. Bat the countxy is entitled to us curses if wc return 
having sold the interests of the country. You have a perfect right to do so. But 
it will not be proper for you to say that we were not able to fulfil a promise. No 
promise has ever been made. No promise is being made now, that if rhe dcpntatioii 
ggXB to the Conference either here or in England and enters upon further negotia- 
uons, that delegation is going to bring Puma Swaraj. Puma Swaraj will come when 
it doM come, when the full authority of the Congress has been nmiiifestid, and not 
a minute before. All that 1 promise faithfully to you, on my own behalf and that 
of the deputation that you may wish to send, is that wc shall not be disloyal to 
the Congress in any shape or form.’’ (Loud and prolonged cheering). 

Resolctiox CARKIKI) 


The resolution was then put to the House and carried practically unanimously with 
but a few dissentients. 

The delates present numbered a.s many as 4,000 and llic hands that were 
raised against the resolution could not be more than ten. The Congress then 
adjoumea. 


TBIBD DAY^aist M ABC 11 W3l 

The third day's sitting of the Congress met to-day at C-HO p. m. and quickly 
passed eight resolutions put from the chair unaniroously. Tbo following arc the 
texts 


V— Civil Difobedience Sufferers 

Congress congratulates all those who iiodcrwcnt great sufferings during the 
Civil Disobedience campaign whether through imprisonment, shooting, bayonet or 
lathi charges, euigratiou from their homes and loss of property by confiscation, 
lootiag, baniiog or otherwise as a result of repression. The Congresb more speciaily 
congratulates the women of India who rose in their thousands and assisted the 
ni^n in its struggle for freedom aud respectfully rssures them that no constitution 
will be acceptable to the Congress that discriminatos against the sex in the matter 
of franchise?’ 

VI— CoOBIBUIMll Riots 

n *This Congress regards the communal riots of Bcncras. Mirzapore, Agra, Cawnpore 
and otbe** places as h ghly injurious to the movetneul for India's irecdora and strongly 
condemns those who are responsible for causing or provoking such riots and con- 
siden their | peace-destroying activities deserving of the strongest censure. This 
(Congress alio deeply deplores the murders of citizens especially of women and chil- 
dm and sincerdy symj^thises with the living victims of the savagery and with the 
familiei of the dead. ’ 


Vll-ProUbItSon 

**Tlus Congreia notes with satisfaction the visible progress of the nation towards 
total piohibi&il during the put twelve months and calls upon all Congress organi- 
oationa to eontimie the anti-drink and drun campaign with renovated vigour and 
hopes that tho wo*nen of tb? country wul redouble their efforts in weaning the 
dironkard and drug addiet from a habit tlmt ruins both body and soul and desmates 
happy homes.” 
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BESOLVnONS FROM THE CHAIR 
VIII-KlMadh« 

**Eiperiaiee Ktined daring; tiie ptBt ten jean thronn^h work in handieda of fUlnicea 
baa made it abundantly clear that the deepening poverty of the maeaee is due^ 
among other things, to forced unemployment fbr want of a supplementary industry 
during leisure hours, and that only the spinning wheels supply that want on a 
universal scale. It has been further observed that the people navina given up the 
wheel, and oons^uently khaddar. buy foreign cloth or cloth made in indigenous 
mills, thus causing a double drain from the villages--the drain in the shape of loss 
of fruits of labour and price of cloth. This double drain can be avoided only by 
the exclusion of foreign cloth and foreign yarn and substitution thereof by khaddar, 
the indigenous mills supplementing khaddar only as far as it may bn neoessary. 
This Congress tberetore appeals to the public to refrain from the purebaae of foreign 
cloth and to the dealers in foreign cloth and yarn to give up a trade that seriously 
injures the interests of the millions of villttgyTs. 

'This Congress further calls upon nil Congress organisations and allied bodies to 
intensify the foreign cloth boycott by increasing khadi propaganda. 

"This Congress appeals to the States to associate themselves with this oonatmetive 
effort and prevent the entry of foreign cloth and foreign yarn into their territoriea. 

"This Congress also appeals to the owners of indigenous mills to assist the great 
constructive and economic movement by. 

,(1) giving their moral support to the supplementary village industry of hand- 
spinning by tbemsolves using handspun ; 

( 2 ) by ceasing to manufacture cloth that may in any way compete with khaddar 
and to that end co-op<Tatiiig with the effort of the All India Bpinners* Association; 

(3) by keeping down the prices of their manufactures to the lowest pMsible limit; 

(4) by retraining from using foreign yarn, silk or artificial silk in their 
manufacture ; 

(5) by exchanging the existing stock of the foreign piccegoods merchants for 
Swadeshi cloth and thus helping them to convert their business into swadoshi and 
by re-exporting the former ; and 

(6) by raising the status of the mill- workers and making them feel that they are 
co-sharers with them as well in prosperity as in adversity, 

'This Congress suggests to the great foreign houses that they will help international 
brotherhood and revolutionise commercial ethics if they wul take the first step by 
recc^nising the soundiKss and nm*sHity of the economic boycott by India of forrigo 
cloth, and themselves denying themselves a foreign trade that has admittedly hurt 
the economic well-being of Indii’s masses and diverting their attention to entcrpriica 
more in keeping with the wants of the nations other than their own.” 

IX— Feaceful Picketing 

"This Congress notes with gratificiitton the great success that has so far attended 
the boycott of foreign cloth and the sales of intoxicating drugs and drink, and calls 
upon the Congress organisations not to relax their efforts in the matter of peaceful 
picketing provided that the picketing shall be in strict accord with the terms of the 
settlement in this behalf between the Government and the Congress. 

X— Indians in South and East Africa 

"The Congress views with alarm the trend of events in Bouth Africa and Eiuit 
Africa regarding the ixisition of Indian settlers in those countries. The contemplated 
legislation in Bouth Africa is in eoiitravention of promises and in some respects 
constitutes an attack even on legal ritrbtH. The Congress appeals to the govern- 
ments concerned to mete out to the Indian settlers the same measure of justice that 
they would claim for their natiOiiaU in a free India. This Congress ^ders its 
thanks to Decnabandhu Andrews and Pandit liridaynath Kunzm for their selfless 
labours on behalf of the settlers overseas.*’ 

Xl-N. W. F. Province 

"Inasmuch as propagand.a is s. id to be going on in the Frontier province that the 
Congress docs not mean weti by them and it is desirable that the Congress sbonld 
lake steps to dispel this suspicion, this Tmigress hereby places on record its opinion 
that in any constiiutional scheme tbc N.-\V. F. Province shall have the same form 
of government as the other prov:.tc::& in India.’’ 
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THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESB 
XII— diantm In Conilitiitioa 

‘'(a) In place of “two fi:cneral Bocretarica and two tivaFurors ” in line J and 2 of 
Art. XXIIJ. Bubatitate “not more than three general Hccretaries and not more than 
two treaanrera’’. (6) First elauae of Art. XXIV shall read aa ioIIowb : 

The Workind^ Committee of the Congrefig, which bIibII be ibo executive authority 
raponaible to the All India CongrcAB Cotuniittec in all matUTa. shall consist of 
fifteen members of whom the Prc'iident. the ficneral i*.»crctary or hSc(Tet:iri<»8 and the 
Treasurer or Treasiircrs shall be ex-officio mcmljers. The remaining memltors shall 

elected by the All India Congri'ss Cominittc<! at itt? first mixting after the annual 
session of the Congress.’’ 

After these resolutions wttc passed. Mnulana Kntiibnddin Wnli of Firnngimahal, 
Lucknow, made a statement assuring Congress that the large body of Mufsalmans 
whole-heartedly associated themselves with thr tight for Bwaraj. Thorn was no fear of 
mflict between Hindus and Muslim Usii. Mtissalmnns no less ibnn Hindus demanded 

Indian Bsj. 


XIII — Burma 

Mr. Maung Ji moved the rif:oIiitioii on Burma n> follows : - 

“This Congress rccogniRCB the right of the pt>oph* of Burma to claim soparation 
from India and to establish nii indcpendtiit. Biirman State or to remain an 
autonomous partner in a free India with a right of soparnlion at any 
time they may desire to exercise it. The Congress however condemns the 
endeavour of the British Onverument. to force separation of Burma with- 
out giving adequate opportunity to the Bnrme«e people to express tlvir views and 
against the declared wishes of their national fiolitical ortraniKiiion.^. The endeavour 
seems to be deliberately engincen'd to tK*rperiiiite British domination there so ns to 
make Burma, together with Singapou', hy the reason of the presenco of oil and their 
strategic position, strongholds of tmpenalism in Ks«slern Asia. The Congri'ss is 
strongly opposed to any policy which would result in Burma being kept as a Bri- 
tish dependency and her resources oxydoittHi for British ilnpc^iali^^ ]>iirposcs and 
would also be a menace to a free India as well ns to the other imtioiiH of the East. 
The Congress urges that the ext rnordi nary iK)w<rs given to thr Oovcninient of Bur- 
ma be withdrawn and the de<‘lnralion liy the Cloveroment that repn sentative and 
important organisations of Burmese nnfionil opinion are iilegrtl be also withdrawn 
so ‘hat normal conditi ma be restored and the future of Burnm may bo discussed 
by her people without hindrance in a peaceful atmosphere and the will of the Bur- 
mese people may prevail.” 

Mr, MoiuiMf Ji moving the resolution declared that 09 per cent of the 
petylc of Burma were not in sympathy with the agitation for separation. The 
Federation would provide for Burma what separation could never give, namely, 
participation through .a Federal C'oinrnon wealth in all those imperial and I.ater- 
national problems with which not merely the future of Burma or of India but the 
world in general was uUimntelv u.^sociat^l. 

Pt, Jatraharlal .seconding ttte resolution on Burma said that India should at once 
recogmse the right of Burma to solf-dt^tcrininatioa. IVopaganda however was made 
in owtain qnortm that India wants'll to retain Burma in order to exploit her. 
There was some truth in it as ^ome indinns had actually exploited Burma, and lhal 
was why they had made it clesir in the resohiiion that Burma’s partnership with 
India was at her will. Pt. Jawnbailal said : “It was a fact that a large majority 
of the Burmans were in favour of joining the Indian Federation and Britain wanted 
han to separate from ludin U cause 'here was oil resources in Burma. The empires 
of to-day, he said, were floating on oil> and not on gold and silver. 

The resolution was further supyiortcd by Jlcv. Kuka who spoke in Burmese and 
it was UDanimously adopted. 

XIV— Frontier PoopUs 

Pt, t/oeiittkoWjrl next moved the resolution on the forward policy on the frontier. 

’This Oongivos dcelares iliat the people of f'ldia have no quarrel with the 
ooontriea and jpe:plcs bordering on Iiiuta and desirea to establiui and roaiolain 
friendly reiatmos with them. The Congress disapproves of the so-eailed ’forward’ 
policy of thB Britiah Cknremnient in India in the North-West Frontier and of all 
unponalist aUan^ to destroy the Irccdom of the people of the frontier. Hie 
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Concna* b Mraiiftly of opinion tbtt tlw miliinry and finnnnnl nMorecn of India 
fbomd not be employed in the furtherance of tbia iwlicy, and the miltUry occupation 
of the tribeBincn'a territory tihould be terminfittHj/’ 

In moving the resolution Pandit .Fawaharlal said ^ that 
the GoverDroent hod been inteiitionally raising the bogey of the Frontier 
in India in order to keep their control over India. For Tears paatj the 
Afghans had been painted as savages who u-ero out to murder and pillage and the 
moment the British Government were out of India there would be universal loot. 
Pt. Jawaharlal said it was a .totally false impression and he b<*lieved similar mi^ 
presentation of India was made in the Frontit r. He had known Pathana in his life 
who were honest, brave and loyal friends. He was confident that under Swaraj 
India would have most friendly rebitions with the liorderland. The spesker then 
referred to the ‘‘No Man’s land” and said that there the British Government were donig 
their utmost to enslave the pc'ople of that arf‘a by means of a policy which was called 
“forward policy”. Indians wiio were groaning under the foreign yoke did not wish 
others to oe enslaved but tbeir silence to-day would be misinlerpreted. That was 
why they were asked to pass the resolution which he placed Ijcfore the House. 

JSTkan Abdul Gaffar Khnn suptxirfing the resolution said that the Government had 
purposely kept Indians in the dark about the real facts in regard to the Frontier. 
The speaker relating the incidents of Pi shawar shooting last April arid that it was after 
the horrors of Peshawar and Charsada that the Afihiis had demanded the rolease of 
Gandhiji nnd Abdul Ghafiar Khan. It was after tlie Gnrcriimont had fatted ^ 
comply with their request and after their honiea had been invaded and bombarded 
that Inc Afridis had taken to arms against the British. It was entirely an act of 
self-defence. The speaker said that times were gone when the British Government could 
keep India dividtHl by the Afghan bogey. Patliaiis to-dny had full confidence in 
Gandhiji and Gandhism. He assuretl Gandhiji nnd the house that if in future 
were to launch civil disobedience, the Pathuiis would not be found backward in 
helping India to win Swaraj. ‘‘We will clrmnnstmtc what wo arc,” he declared and 
made a touching appeal for communal unity. He said slaves had no religion and 
Hindus and Mussalmans should not fight over insignificant things. They would 
bring down the whole status of India which they had won under the banner of 
Gandhiji if they continmnl communal atrife. 

Khan Gaffar Klnii also told the House that the (iovernmcnt hod been canyMng 
on prop.agandn against India on the Frontier. Tla*y were asking people what had 
they gained by the rclcasr* of Gandhiji which (hey had been demanding for the last 
twelve months nnd what Gandhiji had done for them ? The resolution therefore, if 
passiKl, would be a message of goodwill to Ihosu im! 0 )>Io. 

Khan Gaffar Khan said it was reported that I/vrd Irwin had first asfui^ 
Gandhiji that the Government would abandon the new road on Ibe Khajorl plftiUi 
but baa refused the request after he had met the Chief Conimlssinncr of the North 
West Frontier Province. He had given a message from the Afridis to Gandhiji in 
which the former had asked Gandhiji to come to the Frontier and see things for 
himself and how millions were squandered in order to kijpp India in bonda^ 
Afridis had also suggested that Gaiidhi|i should be their arbitrator and it Gandliijl 
fbuod the Afridis were faultless, be was to press upon the Government to l«vo 
their country and make them tree, (^including Khan Abdul GbafTar iChaii said that 
Gandhiji aloue could restore peace on the Frontier and the borderUnd and 
thcrebj help in nxluctug the huge military cipunditurc. 

Uoitl, Fter Luksh also supporting the resolotion said that the Government^ were 
stunned to see the influence ot Gandhiji in the Frontier and the spirir. of non*vioie:«3e 
in the last struggle. They smelt Bolshevist danger in nil this and through thdr advauw 
policy captum Khajori plain in order to carry out blockude of the Afridis. iliif 
was not regarded sufficient and during the last nine months, bombs worth twrotysix 
lakhs were dropped on the Afridi country. The sneaker said that in spite of all tblA 
the Afridis baa no quarrel with the Indians and they would prove most loyal and 
brave gatekeepers in the Swaraj Government of this country. 

The resolution was unanimously passed. 

XV»FundanMtal Rights and Econooiic Changst 

Mahatma Gandhi then moved the resolution on the declaration of Fundamental 
“fibts* The following ii the text 

^la Gongr.wa it of opinion that tolenabie the masiei to appreciate what “Rwaiy . 
SI eoooeifed ^ the CoogfM will mean to them, it is dedrable to state the poM^oc 
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of ^6 ConprcBs in a manner easily understood them. In order to end the ex- 
ploitation of the masses, political freedom must include real economic freedom of the 
Btarrinf^ millions. The Congress, therefore, declares that any constitution which 
may be agreed to on its behalf should proride, or enable the Swaraj Goveromeut 
to profide, for the following ; 

I. Fundamental rights of the people, including : 

(/) freedom of associatijn ana combination ; 

(ft) freedom of Fpeoch and of the press ; 

(lit) freedom of conscience and the free profession and practice of religion, 
subject to public order and morality ; 

(ft) profo(;iion of the culture, laiigiiage. and scripts of the minorities ; 

ic) raual rights and obligations of all citizens, without any bar on account of 
sex ; 

(vi) no disability to attach to any citizm by reason of his or her religion, 
cAHic or creed or sex iii rcganl to public employment, office of power or honour, 
and in the exen-ise of any trade or calling : 

(e/iV o«in il riglits to ail ciiiz^jiis in regard to public roads, wells. s«?hoois and 
other places of public resort ; 

(vitt) right to lc<!ep and bear anna in accordance with regulations and reser- 
vations made in thi»l behalf : 

(/.#•) no person shsdl be deprived of his blx^rty nor shall his^ dwelling or pro- 
perly Im* entered, peqiiestenKl or confisen’ed. save in neeordanec with law. 

y. Ileliginus neutrality on the part of the rStiito. 

3. Adult Ml It rage. 

4. FrtHi primary cducatini. 

5. A living wag<.‘ for inditstrial woi*ktT<, li.iiitod hours of lalmir. healthy condi- 
tions of work, protect ion against iIk? economic, conscrjiiences of old age. sieifness and 
uncmidoyment. 

(). laibour to b<‘ freed f:om serfdom or conditions borderinu on serfdom. 

7. Protection of wetnan workers, ami. specially, iule<iMale provisions for leave 
during maternity period 

8. Prohibi«i«»n against einidoyiiumt of eliildren (»f s<*l'Ocl'gi)ing ago in factories. 

9. Kiglit of lalioiir to form unions to proi*< t thvir interests with suitable marhi- 
ncry for Sfttlenient of di>i|»ul.’?» by arbitral ion. 

10. yubsliiiMial rctlMction in aurienltural rent or i\ venue paid by the peasantry 

and in case of nm'conomi'* linMiuns from rent f.>r sneh period ns may be 

neei'ssary, rtli* f being givtn to small x.amimlars r^beivvcr nvC'>*nry by reason of such 
rnlnction. 

II. Impo.^ilion of a j»r**gressivo ineomc tax agiiniltura) incomc.s above a 
fixed miiiiniu. i. 

12. A-graduated inh<.Ti(:aire tax. 

I'h Miliiiiiy expenditure in bo redm eJ by at Ica.st one lialf of the prC'Sent scale. 

14. Kxpendiiure and balaries in civil departments to be largely reduced. Xo 
pcrvant of the SState. other th.'iii spiv irtllv employed experts and the like, to Ik; paid 
idiovo a certain iixed figure vliieh should not ordinarily exci'cd Hs. otK) per inonth. 

15. Protection of indigenous eUnh by exclusion of foreign cloth and foreign 
yarn from the country. 

10. Total pruhibition of intoxie.'iting diinks and drugs. 

H 17. No duty on salt. inamifaeturiHl in India. 

IS CVjntrnI over exchange and curreucy policy so as io help Indian industries 
and bring reliif to the fiias.srs. 

19. ('ontrf.l bv thi* .State of k< y industries and owr.ci-Jhip of mineral rcsonrecs. 

20. (nmlrol o) usury— direct or indirwl. 

It shall Ih' open to the A. I. t\ C. to revise, amend or add to the foregoing so far 
as such revi'tion, niueudnscnt or addituni is nol inconsislenl with the policy aiidprin* 
eipl(*H thereof ." 

After reading the resolution Maliatm.iji 'xiiiaincd its meaning and scope. 

**Hrothors iiud Sislirs“, be bepmn, "yon h;tvc luxird with great patience wh.i' 
I have read. Our main question and rone-rn will bo th.at of the poor peopb 
pic* Whot I wanted or nnani about our minimum 1 have saul in my eleven point- 
.ilready. It was my u.o ibai coi.ft! place diesc eleven points before 

U. T. \\ lint later it WHS ihe>:. hT th;u it would be of ativant.age to have a cU'O 
idea of tn-r minimum and f > i bdK-r i* • th-i-c ilevcn points and to place them lai' f 
before the K. T. C* 
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have alreaily told yoa that thia resolution is an elaboration of tlie eleven ]x>inta. 
Now we are J^ng to tell the world what exactly we want through our minimum 
demaoda. Fleaae tell me if you are dissatisfied with this by making it known« 
We are all eager to get bwarai. We will do everything to get it too but then for 
such a task aa thia, we must nave our materials ready. Wo must, for instance, take 
up the question of Hindu-Moslem unity. IVsonally, I do not see why two fine 
onitniea which have so many points common to them should not understand roeh 
other. After all tli6 Bhaganat Oita and the are the same. I believe much 

could be done by working together. 

^'Secondly, from the resolution you will sec that wc have given ctjual rights to 
men and women. Even on the question of voti«, wc have giviii them e<]ual rights. 
Why not? Have we not given women better facilities and trcatcHl them U'tter than 
anyone else 7 It is not possible in the present scheme of things for a woman to 

become a Viceroy, but do you not know that in our Cioveriiment rvcrythiiig is 

possible? Was not the first women President of our ('oiigress Dr. Annie Ik'sant ? 
Did not barojini Naidu become Pnsident ? Did not women lK>(‘Oiiie clietators in 
our recent struggle ? As regards religious neutrality, we are ito:. going to make any 
diflercnce, liccause of ii man's religion. Keligion will not lx* a itMrrier ai^d thit cause 
of any difference of trentroent to indivuliials. As reujmls l;d)»mrers. we are going 
to make their lives better in every way in tJie faetciries we riiii. V.'e will manage 
the factories in such a way that the laboiiret's wife and ehiiiireii nio liappy. The 
Swaraj Government will give labourers ibeir wherewiibal. The Jionrs of work 
will be eight hours per day. The labourer s material wellarc will be l»toked after. 
Wc will think of him as our brother. Jlis position is bad to-day because the 
irovernmeiit to-day is not ours. When to-inorrow tin* goveinnirrit eoiin*s into our 
bands all these evils could be remedud. I will not talk at I(n:>i]i over ctiber details. 
If you ever keep a diary, please make a i nte in it td the faet (lint when Swaraj 

comes there will be no duly on salt. Salt will In* free for all. 

^‘Usary is forbidden,” Gnndhiji eontinued. “in Mahoimiian Law. If anyone 
charges interest it is considered us erime. Himliiif in howtvir l einiMs it, but cm* 
brethren do levy a terrible rate. We have (inzainti- IJniixas and ^I trwuris who do 
this trade. To prevent this we arc going to ask tin in not to » hnrge them more 
than six per cent or at roost eight jier <<*ni in llnir dealing. We want to fix such 
rent as will be possible for poor men to pay and as will imt inairrially affect the 
interests of the landlord zamindars. I must teJI ;iou that ibis srheme wa" prepared 
at short notice within twentyfour hoiiis. 1 uin aw arc it is ineompleio and that 
there are many mistakes in it too. It is not a final doetiment, nor is it Ciod's Inst 
word oil the subject. ITiis is only Jor vi nr gtrilaiice. but ihere ih n(»ihiiig very 
dreadful about it. Its acceptance iirul niitM’ no ahum. I do iioi think therefore 
there is nny need for amendments. 

“Jt is up to you to give life to the skt leSm cl the sebnne. I n'(|m’Kt. you to adopt 
it and pass it and help us. With these woids (iamlbiji coiniileied the iiorratioii 
of his ‘*dream of Government." 

Mr. Sen Oupta, supporting the nsulutioii. hsiid if. as some of us upprclicnded. 
negotiations with the* present British Govenmicnt w(*n!(i fail, and the masses would 
have to come once again to their rescue and fight the battle, it was therefore 
necessary that the masses should know exact iy what was meant by .Swaraj of which 
the Congress spoke. 

Mr. Prakasam and Mr. R. K, Ihsr nuoved .Tir.cadmcms and c.xprcascd the view 
that the present time was most inopportune to bring forward a resolution of this 
character. They also criticised some of the claiisis ns litibh* to misre|>rrsentnlioii. 

Mr. Masilamsni supported the resolution on b<-bHlf of Catholic Christians. 

Mr. Xekiram Hharma also supported the resolution. 

Closure was moved and the resolution was put and c.arried at 10 3() n.m. 

At the stroke of 12, the President Mr. Vailalihbbni adiouriteu the session 
sine die. Earlier in the evening, Dr. Choitram Gidwoni thanked the various 
sub-committees and workers who had made the Congress a success in such a short 
time. 

Mrs. Naidu offered enthusiastic gratitude on behalf of the Congress to the 
Recaption Committee. She referred to the death of Mr. GancKh Bhanker Vidyarthi 
in Cawnpore and hoped his blood w'oiild ccincnt Ilindu-Mosicm unity. She 
ooneluded with a stirring appeal to young India to live and work for freedom and 
make India free. 
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Mr. Vallabhbrai’s CLosma Rdiarkb 

Mr. Vajlabhbhu Patel, in clotiinR the session, referred to the work of the Gtoomss 
Md said thjy h^ passed two resol^^^^ which might be regarded as a landmark 
lu the history of India. One w.as in regard to the Delhi Trace and the second in the 
matter of the Declaration of FuiidamenUl Rights. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel said that 
the d^ision of the Congress in ratifying the Oandbi-lrwin settlement show 
that the conntry regarded it as an honourable settlement entered into with due 
regard to the national prestige. In this connection he referred to the opposition 
to the pact by the younger people. Mr. Patel said it would only be a matter 
srz months by which time the result would be finally known. *‘What are six 
luonths in the lives of young men. For old people like me and Oandhiji it meant 
evei^tliing. We m.iy not live for the next six months. But our ambition is to see 
India free before wc die. It is befitting for young men to give us that chance. 

Proceeding, Mr. Vallabhbhai said that the Congress was not the monopoly of any 
particular class of people. It belonged to the nation. It would one day pass on to 
younger people who should not be imputient of time. They shonld devote these six 
indiitbs in propagating khaddar and in efTecting boycott of foreign cloth. In this 
connection, he gave a. notice to foreign doth merchants and said if they did not stop 
importing foreign cloth they might have to repent, because the Congress was going 
to have a hniidrcdfoid more power. 

Proceeding. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel said that e^cn if Gandhiji had made a mistake 
young men shonld not do likewise Their aid should be to follow truth fearlessly and 
faithfully. Mr. Vallabhbhai said that talk did not count. It was service, it was action 
that made man respected. If they had strength bdiind them and if they did not 
approve of au}* constitution which the country had as a result of the Round Table 
Conference, they could always throw it into the waste paper basket. But if they 
had not the sanction of action behind, thousands of Gandhis could not get them 
fr^om. Young men, he said, should be like the Frontier leader, Sirdar Abdul 
Ghaflar Khan who told Gandhiji that he was not concerned whether the settlemeat 
was good or bad. He was a soldier and his concern was to obey the orders of his 
Commander Oandhiii. 

In coiiclusion, Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel referred to the snti-Oandhi demonstratiou 
on his arrival here on the 25th March and said the behaviour of young men like 
that could not enhance the prestige of ?* country. Xo man ever bad such a large 
following as Gandhiji had to-day, and ' suiting Gandhiji could not be regarded 
as anvthing but most reprehensible. 

After "Bande Mataram'’ had been sung, the Congress was adjourned sine die. 


Mahalt^ ' 


jf the CongreBt 


Mahatma Gandhi wrote the following in **Yoang India” 

finishwl. It was an object lesson in quick organisation. 
Without the willing co-operation of nearly I three thousand volunteers men. women 
and children, and the public, a city accommodating twenty thousand persons with all 
the conveniences could not have ^n brought into being in Iwenty-five days. A band 
of inercl»ntB undertook the kitchen work, ensuring efficiency, economy and good 
Mrvicc. The women volunteers vied with the men in hard work often involv- 
ing prolonged vigils. But the real credit belongs to the Lord Mayor of Karachi^ 
great Parei humanitarian and philanthropist, Jamsbed Mehta. There are eeasoned 
Congress .workers who strove to make the organisation so perfect. These I need 
not mention. The chief architectural feature of the Congress was its vast oandal 
f^ch hsdno canopy but that of ’ ’-c sky. It became thus possible to ensure 
freedom from suffiicating ait and to pruvioe ample accommodation. It saved enormous 
expenses. Instead of building the dias and galleries they were obtained by excava- 
tion as at the tune of the Alli^abad Congress. Another fearnre was the great 
khadi exhibiuon whi<* beat all the previous ones in scientific airangement. Although 
WM not part of s big show it attracted vast crowds and was thoroughly suceess- 
fui from the financial standnoiut. ^ 

Wld*bh.i Pji^. add^ w.. .perhap. the brietat of .11 pre.identi.1 
iddxesses. He was able to finish the proceedings in Uo days- not a bi^ record A 

0* out exertioli of 



MAHATMA GAKDHrB SURVEY M 

^ OoogreM lims endorsed the pro? ieionni nettlenaDt and imed ill IIm ekawt 
poeaible terme its mandate to its delegation. 

Duty of Abhebeko to SETTLSittirr 

Much to hapMn before the delegation can take pari in any oonferenea 

that may be held. The duty of CongrcMtinen is now clear. They must faithfnlly 
observe the terms of the provisional settlement. They mast clear the atmosphere m 
every trace of violence and therefore first examine and parity then* 
advM. The nation mast achieve the boycott of foreign cloth and see that m |0*pdi 
of the whwl spreads through every village of India. Before this can be aooomplishid 
we niu^ develop much grti.iu*r love of the famishing millions than we have^ The 
^otikard and the drug addict roust be induotxi, not forced to give ^p their vio^ 
Thm things required greater organisation, greater cooperation among onraelves and 
a living fatth in non-violence in thought, word and deed. >Vhetner it is taken ap lO 
a policy or a creed, mind and body must act together while the policy or the eieed 
IS in operation. 

While the truce lasts we must not boyci)tt British goods as oach. Last bat 
not least, one must achieve Hindu- Muslim unity. How this is to be done i know. 
The Hindus have to dare to trust ihem and let the Mussalmans and the Hikhi 
Uke what they wanu This rids the nation of all communal taint. But of thia 
hereafter. 

HindU’Moslem Tension 

“But the hatiicd which was creauxl and which has been shown in words and 
actions has been so intolerable that it must set one to think whether release of sneh 
mighty forces of hatred all rouiid the country is advisable. From morning till late 
night one hear through talks, songs, through slogans and felt such mighty torrents 
of hatred that it was sickenitig to find su«ih a degradation in a large mass of people. 

I use the word 'degradation' with full responsibility. It appetrecT that speaking llss 
was a matter of full licence and liberty. To attack Ooveriiment officers, police 
officers, men who disngroi'd for something which was entirely untrue, for aomet^ng 
which never hsppiuiod, was a daily common event seen on the roads and every- 
where. More than words can express the cruelties and the injustice inftieted on 
the traders of British goods espciMally, and some other foreign goods were wide^ 
intolerable and unbearable. To request a man not to deal in one article and to 
request another nor. to purchase an article is one thing, but to force a man b/ 
abusing him, by obstructing him, by making bis life miserable in every way it 
another thing, and there, 1 must admit iioii-vioience has miserably failM. 1 am 
certain in my mind that the hatred created and the cruelties inflicted were far from non- 
violence and ag (insr ail principles and tea«rhingsof Mahatinaji. It was a common praetiee 
to obstruct and inflict with ail kinds of tactics to make persons' lives miserabla 
whenever one disagreed with the general movement. In every proviiiow there wen 
different types of activities and it appears that cither one had to aooept snob 
dictation of somebody or one had to go through whatever was inflicted upon him 
by any small or large band of children, ladies or full grown up men According to 
them, to differ in any way was pro-British, pro-Uovcnimeiit or unfaithfuloeis 10 the 
country and to-day one can see clearly mental vicums of these forces of hatred in 
several houses. 

INDISCBIMINATE THBEAT OF SaTYAOBAHA 


** Bnt the danger is still greater. The taste of the blood-breaking laws hat bean 
so atuactive that one finds to-day this blessed Batysgraba on the lips of every ooo, 
At soon as you differ any where, be it in a school, in a bouae, in a |m>u|^ in • 
circle of friends, in business, in an office, you find immediately threat of Batyag mim 
pointed out to you at every time. Between employer and employeea, laMKMm 
and tenants, parents and children, teachers and pupils, brothers and friende, 
everywhere this pointed bayonet of Batysgraba eeenm lo be ready lor 
use. To break laws and rules of society or of the State ama to be ao 
easy and handy. If a college professor suggests discipline, if a Mnoimpw o ffieg 
recommends extra tax, if children are requested not to make noiM, if hawlMtn 
are told to remove obairuciions on roads, if ebangm or trMsfers are beiim 
arrauf^ if. anything is done which does not suit anybody els^ * 

this dogger of Satyagrima pointed at you. Discrimination whera to nse and cow 
to BM tirsmt 10 hava bean entiraly loat in the whole nation and uia a 
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Ih mt aatfam W eoaotry. It ii esaedy like u Mraplaite, wUdi b baing iiMd 
inmlj to ilj from one oonotiy to nootber epeedily nod is slso used for throwing 
MmbSa It Is ezsctlj like mstehes, which gire light, end are also used for baming 
• clearly m this daninr signal in the Satyagraha weapon also, 

Ss^agiwia can be used to sdTantsge bat tt can also be misosed to entire destmetion. 
I M that ooIm those who proclaim Satyagraha as the best weapon to the 
M their responsibility in this matter, th^ would soon find the 
tables tarofNi not only against themselYes bat on the whole coantry. If I can 
Btfmbly saggwt, I M that some of the rigidly trained leaders, free ^m hatred, 
•DMla now do nothing else but pass some years of their lires in each profince 
and each city and Tillage to make people understand what real Satyagraha or true, 
pon-fiolence means, how it can be brought into operation and when it can be brought 
Into operation. I would humbly suggest a regular school of non-Tiolence in etery 
pr^ince where high-minded souls who thoroughly understand this subject scientifically 
“d wjWjosly ought to be teachers to the students of politics who in return 
iDonId be kept as all-time workers to go round the country, gire this message and 
teach what it is in reality. Thia can be the only safeguard for saring the country 
in my opinion.” 

Jamsn^ Mehta, the lard Mayor of Karachi, is a patriot of the purest type. 
But for his identification with the Congreas to the extent he was capable of and but 
m his hsTjng placed at the disposal of the Reception Oommittco all the resources 
OT hit mauicipaliry, the wonderful Congress city would not have been brought into 
Mng in the incredibly short space of twenty-five days. His sympathy for the 
Satyag^ia when the campaign was going on is well known. Any criticism from 
one like him roost therefore arrest attention The quotation giren above is an extract 
from Sit Jamshed Mehta’s article in a Karachi Anglo-Gujrati weekly called “Parsi 
Bnnaar’ and “Ixikaaevak”. pie criticism I have copied follows a glowing tribute 
paid by him to the Satygrahis who bore sufierings without retaliation. Bat we have 
no reason to be puflied op with pride over certificates of merit. In so far as wc 
observed non*violenoe we only did our duty. 


The True Meaning of No»-Violenxx 

It is then the warning of this true friend of humanity and his country, that we 
must treasure and profit by. What he has said of Karachi is likely to be true 
more or less of other places. 

Non-violence te be a poteut force most begin with the mind. Non-violence of 
toe mere body without the co-operation oi the mind is non-violence of the weak or 
the cowardly and therefore no potency. It ia as Jamahedji says truly, a degrading 
wrformauee. If we bear malice and hatred in our bosoms ana pretend not to reta- 
liate, it must recoil upon us and lead to our destruction. For abstention from 
mere bodily non-violence not to be injurious, it is at least necessary not to entertain 
mtred if we cannot generate active love. All the songs and speeches betokening 
hatred must be uboo. 

It ia eqally true to say that indiscriminate resistance to authority must lead to 
lawlessness uqbridled lioeose and consequent self-destruction. 

If Jamuedji’s criticism was not more ^an bsUoced by his appreciation, that is 
to say, if the turn total of real non- violence had not overbalanced the unreal,- India 
would not have gone forward as it has done. 

But better even than the Karachi Lord Mayor’s appreciation is the undoubted 
that the villagers nave instioctively observed non-violence in a manner never 
before thought ot It is their non-violenoe that has conduced to the growth of nstion- 
i| eonsdoosnesi. 

naysterious efieet of non-violence is not to be measured by its visible effect. 
^ *?!?? content so long as the poison of hatred is allowed to permeate 

epdety. This struggle is a stupendous effort at conversion. We aim at nothing less 
ma the oouversion of the English. It can never be done by harbouring ill-wiil and 
•tiU fMmtendiQg to follow non-violence. Let those therefore who want to follow the 
path of non-violeQoe and yet harbour ill-will retrace their steps and repent of the 
wmg they have done to themselvea and the country. 


THE MUSLIM CONFERENCES 
Tke Al bda MnsEn Cnfeiaice 

The Working Committee Meeting 

DFLEl-~7th, FEBRUARY 1931 

A meetiufr of (he Working: Committee of the All-India Mutlim Confereooe was 
held at new Delhi on the 7ih rebriiiiry 1031, under the Chairmanahip of Mr. 
Mahomed Ismail Khan. Those present included Maolana Bbab Maaooa Ahmadi 
M. L. A., Raja of Salimpur, Nswab Mshomed Ismail Khan Jafar Khan of Peahawar 
MauUna Hasrat Mohani, Mufti Mahomed Sahque Hasan Rais and Mahomed Safi 
Dandi. It passed a ri'soliition expressing its profound sorrow and grief at the 
m death of the great Indian ijeadcr. Pandit Motilal Nidini and tendering 
ita heartfelt sympathy and condolence to Pandit Jawaharlal Kehm and other 
members of the berearra family. It also passed the following resolutions 

(a) That the Working Committee of the All India Muslim Conferenee, while 
noting that the Premier’s declaration concedes to a limited extent the demand of 
the praple of this country for transfer of responsibility to Legislsturea, yet. in view 
of this suggested safeguaVds and reseryations of some fital suhieets to the eontrol of 
the Oorernor-Oenerai for indefinite period, is unable to accord its approval and 
•npport to the said declaration, until specific propossls are framed lor giving effect 
to it. 

(b) The federal structure as evolved at the Round Table Oonfereoee is, in im* 
portant respects, at variance with the federal form of Government demanded in the 
Ddhi resolotion of the Conference and ia therefore unacceptable to thia committee. 

(c) The Working Committee records its profound disappointment at the (ailura 
of the Round Table Conferenee to find equitable and just aettlemeot of the Hindo- 
Moalim question and expresses, with all the force at its rommand, that no eonati- 
tutiooal structure, however plausible, will appeal to Musaalrnsns, unleas their iote- 
rciU and rights are adequately aud effectively safeguarded therein. 

(d) The Working Committee expressec its strong diaaatiafaction with the speetm, 

neently made by the Premier in the House of Coromoua in whidi he treated m 
deesenoa of Muslima for separate electorate in flippeot and offensive mimner that 
showing that be had failed to appreciate the reaaona which cODStnins the M u s l i ms to 
insist 00 thia demand. .... 

(e) That having regard to facts that the Muslim demands hive been SMoeded 
by the Hindus ana not by Government the Working Committee cans upon Mnssal- 
mens to forthwith organise themselves and be prepared to reeort to any eelioo 
deemed neoeaaary lor expreaaing their {nst demende. 

(H That, in view of the momentous iisues that eonfront the eramanity, the 
Werang Committee is strongly of opinion that e Bpeeial Session of the Cemierepeo 
be oooveoed et an early date to decide the line of action to be pursued te MosliBBe 
lor giving effective weight to their voice in ^e framing of the eoostitatiOB and 
aska the eiecntive board to make the neossaary arrangemenU for it 

DELEh^lH. UARCB 1931 

The next meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim pooferonae 
WM iMid it Odhi March 1. The sitting lasted ten Imti. »atm mem^ tha 
eommitles attended. It was resolved that a sp^al sesaloo ^ the Bfoslim Oonfjmei 
be heM la the lift week of March at Delhi, Hie Hifl^nese the. Aga Khan pisaiding; 

. It waa further resolved that the committee wee of opiniou that m Beuarm 
hiyi^iy not a Hiudn-Moalim fraeaa, hut ratter i ealenlatsd eaaault of 
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Hindnt on defenodoH Ma«limi. It apiiroTMl of the prooedare adopted by the IT. P. 
Maolim Confeienee and waa awaiting the appearance of its report with anxiety, 
mertioff further appealed to Indian Mnslima to extend Uieir helping band to 
their afflicted brethiwn at Benares and aend their contributions to the Raja Sahib 
of telenipur, president, U. P. Muslim Conference, Lucknow. In the opinion of tito 
m^Dff it waa further necessary that a depntetion consisting of Muslim councillors 
and omers should risit the Governor of the U. P. for imprrjsing upon His Excel- 
len^ the adrissbility of making good the losses suffered by the poor Benares Muslims. 

< The committee recorded itr sense of abhorrence at the happenings at Utroanzai. 
It believed that the only panacea for such behaviour was the immediate grant of 
leaponsible government to the Frontier Province and further resolved that a deputa- 
tation should at once proceed to Utmanzai to enquire into the tragic happenings. 

Threat op Civil War 

Tbe^ following resolution was placed before the meeting by Manlana Hasrat 
Mohant A discuuion took place for nearly six hours. It was ultimately decided 
to postpone final decision till the ensuing special session to be held in March. 

(o) Whereas the Miislim community is now convinced that the Hindus are bent 
upon establishing a Hindu Rsi in India and whereas the Hindus and the British 
Oabinet have joined hands to ignore most of the important Muslim demands con- 
tained in the Delhi resolution of this conference, this committee believes that the 
eatablishment of Dominion Status in India and the vesting of responsibility in the 
legislatures is detrimental to Muslim interests and will, therefore, not be acceptable 
to them. 

(ft) In the opinion of the committee until a definite settlement of the Muslim 
demands is arrived at, the Mnslims should boycott all further proceedings of the 
Round Table Conference. 


and to prevent the British Cabinet from pursuing further anti-Musfim policy, it it 
necessary to send a deputation to England to educate the public opinion and 
warn that any constitutional advance without a satisfactory settlement of the com- 
munil questions will result in a civil war in India. 


Tht Special Seaaion Of The Conference 

l/EW DELHI-^Sth. APRIL 1931 

The apecial session of the All India Muslim Conference opened on the 5th, April 
1931 in tne Sangham Theatre. New Delhi and was attended by a larfpi number of 
delegates and visitors. The hall was full Among those present were Bir Mubammed 
Bhafi, Bir Abdul Qayum, Bir Akbar Khan. Malik Feroz Khan Noon. Beth Abdnlla 
Hanroon, Dr. Ziauddio Ahmad, Mr. Abdul Aziz and Maulana Hasrat Mohani. 

Welcome Address 

Segum Mohamti A/t, Chairwomsn of the Reception Gommittee, in welcoming the 
delegates referred to the sad demise of her husband in strange land and among a strange 
peoma. Bhe said the pnwent time was a very critical juncture for the Musealmana 
•f India, who ahoold sink all personal differences and work for Islam and India. Tf 
you follow the path chalked out by my husband you will reach your haven of ealety 
and freedom’, aaid Begum Mohamra Ali. She made a stirring appeal to Muslim 
Iml^ to come forward to help the men in the work for Islam. Those who wanted 
tokcep their veils on might ao so and those who wanted to come out of purdah 
were welcome to follow their resolve. But, whatever they chose to do, it must be 
remembered that progress without Moslem women was an impossibility. She also 
appealed lor the mtroduction of compulsory education among Mussalman women. 

Elbctioh of Prebident 

Id peoposiog Maulana Bhankat Ali to the chair, Maulana Abdnl Majid Badanni 
foil that afler Sba late Mobamed Ali there was no one more fitted to guide Indian 
Mneaalfliana than Bhaohat Ali. 

Pvcsidenlial Addresa 

JMBDfofMi ShmUtai AK then took the chair amidst eriea of 'Allah-o-Akbar’ and 
dattfend hit prmideDtial addreea. 
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^nlana Shankat Ali reerettKl the aheenee of their permanent preeident, Hhi 
KirhnM tile Khan who served litlam and Iiuliti si*lfl**ssly at the Round Table 
Oonferenoe. He refern-d then to the Ina** of the late Mniilana MoharnoJ Ali and 
••id : *1 had watched him errow from a child to a man and Itiok pride when he even- 
tually b^me my jjuide and leader/ He refern^d to tlw last tnt^imijre dictated bjy Mr. 
Mahomed Ali on his death bed. *He is irone fmm us htii has left ii** a nohto feiracy 
add we have no time in these oritirnl fiiii"H to waste our onor»iii*s in useless mourninfCi* 
His brave death far off from homo, in the cause «if Islam and India, should stir us 
to shake off out leiharsry.’ Manlnnn Khntikat Ali rpferri*d next to the need for uni- 
ting Aeir Bettered force's. ‘We ha%'e so innny separate ori;::ini2.'itions. Jn my opinion 
the All India Muslim Confenme#* must emne forwanl as the working body calling 
upon: all organisations like ih**^ IChilafat Comini!i»»i\ the Muslim [.sMigue, the Jamait- 
uf Ulema and Tabligh to give it wliole-hoartfal .support in its endeavours Ibr intorual 
organization/ 

MrsLiMh’ Tart in Xatioxaj. Movf.mkm 

The Mnulana then touched on the part playid hy Muslims in tho huildiiig uo of 
the national movement. *1 want to say in el.sir and emphatic terms that we Mus- 
lims need not Iw ashnmeil of the p.ari we hfiv«* played in the hnilrfing of a true 
national movement in Imlia TIctc is no d<iuht that while many of u* talk glibly 
about nationalism we are roallv at present (‘ommiitudisis at heart *und Stanlana Moha- 
med .All had oiiee truly said that while ihe Ilim'iiH who powe as nationalists are ri*ally 
coinmunalists at heart the Muslims wh<t })ose as ehninpions of Islam arc self- 
seekers. Bet\vef»n these two Iinlia h.ns farul badly during the lust few years and if 
there it no res4 change of heart there is gri-nt daapT of civil war in this country. 
We will be not nearer Puma Swira] hut we w'ill hwe even the Ardha Ipartial) 
Swara], No spetionul mowoun'iit howev. r weH orgatii/f-d enuld bring na near our 
goal. We clearly see the results of this in what has hupiamt-fl at fWnnres, Mirzapur, 
Agra, and t^awri pore. Ncitlrer llimius nor Muslims would tolerati** any bullying or 
compulsioii. When wc compt^re this with wdint we s;iw in 10‘/0 and lllil we sralize 
how very much nsfniy we havt* gone. Mahal ma fijindhi stari*-d the ci»’il disobedience 
movement without, the conocut ami tnsfutc of th( ppttists of hia Muslim co-werkets 
and thf' overwhelming majority of Muslims in India. If oiir advice was accepted 
and a Masiim-Himlu 8cttlent4*nt had Is'cii bmiight about we would have gamed 
ever so much more and lDdi.a woiibl have Iweii simred ihns** ugly and unforfunata 
acimes that, we are siH-ing to<i(:iy. Knghind herriclf had nuitle a move for neace and 
the united demand of Hindus and Muslims could luwer have been refused. In 
courage and saeritiee the Muslims stand sivoiid to none, but they will not accept a 
dictator or bullying.' 

Participation in It. T. C. 

Maulana Rhankut Ali next rehTred to iwrtieipiion in the Round Table Oanler- 
ence and said : ‘Mnulana Mohamt'd Ali and I w<*rf- rndly glad that we went to 
England. Our efforts have itorne miieh la'iter n*sulis than we expected. We made every 
EngtiHbrnan and woman ritiilir.c the changed i-oiuliiions in India and how far we had 
advanced and that if our national aspirations were not satisfied then trouble was 
inevitable. The Muslim case, had always stiHcred for want of nn>jMT enlightenment 
from the platform and in the pn*ss and for the tirst time Hiniliis and Mnsliroa put 
their cases before the eonfereiiee. Every one ri'nlizid that the Muslims were not 
as black as they were painted, that they jiistifi(d in ciciniiniliiig siifegtiards and that 
the majority had not dealt with them in a fair ninl just spirit. Maulana Mohanied 
AH's frank sp<*ech and more than that his hrave dcnih, tniiircHsed the Rritish peopla. 
a great deal. Ko our going to the Uoiiiid Table (Vniferenee was fully jiislilbd and the 
fact that the Muslims stmid solid and wen* fair in their denlings with other partica 
impressed every one and our caw? did not go by default. It was a pity that our 
repeated requests to hold a Round Tabb? f’onferenei* of our own in India for settling 
the. Hindu •Muslim questions were not a*’ccpf«tl. I have every hope that our Hindu 
brHhren would now realizt? the sf‘rioiiHnf?ss of the situation and would accept our 
demands which are in no way unfair to them.' 

There were four parties to the settlement of the probirrii. The first waa tho 
British people, who must transfer |>ower tu the Indian pi'ople and Indiana 
wished to live at. peace with the Ilritishers. The: second parly was the 
Indian States. Their ex|KTienei? of administration would prove very useful 
and supply a stabilizing element in the futnre (iovcrnmetii of IVdrrated India 
with the prorioces and the States. The Muslims were the third party whoso 
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oooildenoe uid goodwill most be gained and Hie Htodna wen Uie aaidpfitj paitjr on 
wbofte good ■enae nnd netaotiablmeM and wisdom depended a good Ml. 'No one 
slioold forget that wc ruled in India lor orer 850 years and on the whole. I thitika 
we ruled well. Others may try to belittle this fact, but I beg my Mnslim brethren 
not to do sa We bavr got to rouse ourselves to realize tbi^ our future must be 
worthjjT of our past. England has oflorod us the hand of peaoe and we should willingly 

^^^'^t^ntinuing Muulana Shaukat Alt said : 'Let Indian States. Hindus and Muslims 
pm their beads togeiher and draw up a united demand and then present it to the 
llritisb people who, I am suie, voiild never refuse it. When we are working for 
p<^f there should lie no talk of threat and rebellion. In fact the British people are 
willing to satisfy 80 per rent of our demands at onett and the rest would follow in 
the next ten years or so, if not earlier. I^t us not quarrel over small things and 
try to win the confidenee of the British pO(»}>lc who are a little unnecessarily nervous 
about the future of India.' 

Keferring to the Frontier province he bcgg» d the ofiieials of the province to stop 
their p<ilicy of reprcHHimi. The Ixist policy was to have friendly relations with Eing 
Nadir Khau and treat, the Aft^ans ueross the Ixmler and in the N. W. F. Province 
with courtesy and eonsiderntion. They were bitter fitltHl for eomplete freedom than 
the pef>p)c o*f any other piovince in India. 

Maulana Blninknt Ali next nferr^tl to the unFrtrtniiatc and disgraceful riots 
at Btiiarcs, Mirr.upur, Agra and (’'awn|*ore. If they did not take immediate 
steps the country might be plungt^l into a civil war. “The awakening in 
India to-day is gem ml and no etimmuiiity wonM meekly accept the position of 
becoming camp foIlowcTs of others and lose its own distinctive identity or indivi- 
duality. Jx*t us fa<*e faeis as they arc. There is no doubt that neither lliridus nor 
Muslims have any confidence in csi'h other.’' He urged the Muslims to organise 

thcmselvf's all over the (Oi'filry* We must learn to defend oursclvt'S as biitt as we 

can to stand on our legs. 

T regret to say our leadership is very poor and wc arc apt to (|uarrel over per- 
sons. honours and Is^nefits and disregard the sacred duty of serving our weaker 

brothers. Bieh Muslims am not doing their duty. Them is urgent nec’d for funds. 

Maiilaria iSiisukar Ali referring to th«^ Muslim demands said : ‘These were formu- 
lated at the All-India Muslim Conforenee on the 1st of Jniiiiary 19*J0. l^ter on the 
Muslim League s<*e< pfrd them in toto and thty l>«*gnn to lie enllKl Mr. Jinnah’s 14 
points. We stand by them to-day. Mr. Mohnmed Ali jii.st before his death drafted 
a mem ora rid urn alKHit the Himln-Musiini proKdeni which solution ought to satisfy 
every body. Thiw two drieiimi nts are lyefon* you to-day. We Muslims without any 
outside pressure decitled in March lO'J? to give up our chcrishr-d right of separate 
electorate in favour of joint electorate and HiiecwdiHl in making the Muslims agree 
to this, but tbe unfortuniire meniality shown by our Hinilii co-workers in discarding 
tlie Madras Congress resolution creattil bad blood, To-d:iy it is absolutely impossible 
to make any big section of Mussalmnns agree to unconditional joint ehTi'nrates. Wc 
have to wait for a change in the Hindu mentality which would react favourably ou 
the Muslims’. 

Msulana Khsnkat Ali referred to what he desrrils’d as the greater Miisliin world 
outside and the wonderful awakening among the brave and gifted Arab race. Their 
invitation for the burial of rfie remains of Maulana Mohameil Ali was proof of 
their high resf>eer and nf|i*c»ion for the Muslims of India and apprecMation of their 
services to Islam and Muslim lands. Mr. Shankat Ali narrating his experienees 
■aid that the opinion of western countrica w.is veering round and he hoped that the 
^rabs would again he fn'c. happy and prosperous. 

Concluding Mr. Shaiikat Ali said: T was glad to notice a new feeling among the 
British people for winning the (i^lwill of Muslims^ in general. I will beg you to 
accept the hand of peace when it is formally ofterrd jiiPt in the same way as we will 
grasp the band of onr Hindu brethren when by areepfing our demande they ahow 
ua their goodwill and change of heart which we are expecting.* 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

After the presidential address was over the Conference adoptini four iwsolntions. 
the first two relating to the deaths of Pandit Motilal and Maulana Mohamed Ali 
the third on tte riots at Cawnpore and other places and the fourth on matters 
aflecung Musaiiuaue m ihe lulure oouetituuuu. 
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RiOTB AKD HlHDr AnORBSSIVEKEefi 

ifr. Zahur Ikmad next mofed 

**Tbis oooference deploret the wanton ^KreMiveneat of the Hmdas, ealminating 
in the note at Benaret, A^ra, Minapore. Cawnpore and Htewhere, aocompaniod with 
bniul and eallona murdeni of innocent and defenceless Muslims, inclnding women 
and children. 

*'ThiB conference ir coneinoed that the so-called non-violence of the Congreat 
Satjagrahis, consisting in many cases of atudenU of colleges and schools, is mere 
sham, bat little short of an unclean political stratagi^m adoptiHl in the face of the 
snperior organised force of the State and cast ofT in dealings between communities. 

“This conference is of opinion that a continuance of this attitude of the majority 
community will lead to a state of civil war in India and warns the Oovernments in 
England and this country that their spineless handling of the situation due to their 
continued pandering to the Congresa will create a condition of things in India 
which will spell the complete ruin of this iinfortuihitc country." 

Mr. Zahnr Ahmed, moving the resolution, referred to the ‘inhuman atrocities 
perpetrated on Mussalmans in Benartfs, Mirxapur and Oawnporo\ He said the 
question before the country was whether Miis^talniaiis could enjoy freedom of 
coniMMence and action or whether they were to In* intimidsted by the Congress, with 
the indifference or connivance of the Government, whieh largely could be ottributed 
to fear of the Congress. If the Government eould not protect the Miissslmans, they 
should Bsy so and at least they should not torn on the Mussalmans all their 
engines of destruction when *thc Musnalmans took to arms in self-defence. The 
spesker then referred to the statement of Mahatma Gandhi, in which be had said 
tost there would he civil war in India and it. would continue till one of the two 
communities was completely exhausted. The speaker s.ii«l : ‘Why not test oor 
metal to-day and take decisions the^'U^ion ?* (‘Allnh>o-Akl»ar.*) 

Continuing, the speaker said the apathy of the Government towards Muslims wss 
largely due to the fact that Muslims had not shown their strength to the Govern- 
ment. In conclusion, he protested against the aetiritics of “thos«* self-styled lesditrs'*, 
who *o-day, in the face of all the happenings in India, were discuH.sing peace terms 
with Gandhi.* 

Maulana Abdul Majid Badauni. supporting the resolution, said: 'Blt^ssed are the 
martyrs of Cawnpore, for they have haiiish«*d fear of death from Mussalmana. He 
said the recent disturbances were not communal troubles but wuro exhibitions of 
the uniu^ force of Hindus. 

Mr. Fatrh Mohamed said that erics of ‘(iandhi-ki-.lai" really meant 'E>eatli of 
Mussalmans’. 

Baji AU Mohamad of IVimbay said the Mussalmans of Rom bay had taught such 
s lesson to the Hindus of that city that they would never wish fur any repetition 
of Cawnpore. 

Maulana ShauLat All, in putting the resolution lo the vote, depnH*ated the fiery 
mure of the spetrches on the rcsclution. He urged unitiid action on the part of this 
Mumalaians. but not with the intention of any revenge. 

The resoIntioD was unanimously adopted. 

MrsiJMs ANi> Reform- 

Ihe Tlon. Malik Fm\ Khan Soofi moved 

(s> “This conference, while approving of the recommendations of the Fedsrsl 
Structure Committee that the future constitution of India should tnke the form of u 
federation of autonomous units, reiterates the demand already made of the All-Indls 
Muslim CoofereiK'e that the autonomy of eonstituint units should Im complete, 
restdual powers being vested in the constitn^nt elements, and ionisis that in this 
reapect there shall be no difference betwfN'n the various units constituting tbs All 
luaim Federation. 

lb) This conference approves of the dwision of the Koniid Tabic Conference 
that ^nd be separated from the Bombay Pnitideriey and eonHtitiitcd into a S(*parate 
Governor’s province and demands that smh separation should take eff*?ci prior to or 
Bimultaneously with the inauguration of the new constitution. th«> fmanrial adjustments 
beinv no arranged as to make the provision of sufficient n-sinin'cs f<»r development. 

fc) This coofcrence regrets that the consiilutiori ouflirnd at the Round Table 
Conference for the five aettled districts of the North-West Frontier Province falls 
short of thf Muslim dsmsnd and doss not couesds to that provincs the same msa* 
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•ore of legislative and administrative responsibility as is proposed for the other 
liritish IndiHii provinces, niid insists thst the new constitution for that province 
should be idcnticiil with thut of the other provinces of British India. 

(d) This conferciire deplores the fact that the Round Table Conference ignored 
thequisttion of refurtus for B:Lii]ehi.stun despite the repeated demands made in that 
behalf Iw representative Muslim organisations. 

(e) This conference is emphatically of opinion that all transfer of power shall 
be from Parliament to the provinces, and that no subject shall be made federal 
without the previous and mutual consent of the autonomous nnits. 

(f) This eoiiferenec rcitcrRt«.*s the demands made by the All India Muslim Con> 
fcrciieethnt (1) the Muslim rommuiiity should have 3:1^ per cent representation in 
the Fideral Legislature, (2i the woightage at present eiijoyra bythc Muslim community 
ill the provinces in which it is a minority bt* maintained, similar weightage being 
given to other minorities in Sind, the North-Wist Frontier Province ana Baluchistan. 
(3) the small Mnslini majority in the Punjab and Ikmgal shall in no way be im- 
paired in relation to their representation to the legislatures. 

(g) This rofifercncc is emphatically of opinion that in the existing conditions 
the right ciijoyi^l hy the Muslim rommuiiity aeeording to the law of the land of 
representation in the central and provincial legisiaturcs through their own aeparate 
doctorate be maintatned. 

(h) This coiiferener is of opinion that the franchise for the provincial legislature 
be wiilenid so that the portions of the various communites in population. 

(i) Tliis eoiiliTimec cndorsi'R the proiiosal embodied in para 3 of the B. T. C. 
Minoritiiw I'om mil ti'c's report, that the future Indian constitution must tnehide a 
declarntioii of fundamimtHl rights safeguard tug the cult urn) and religions life of the 
various communiticM mid seeiire to even* individual, without distinction as to caste, 
race. cp«ed and sex, the free exercise of Jhcir economie. social and civil rights. This 
ctmfereiice fiirthiT emphasises the necessity of ineliiding in the constitution a sauc- 
lion for the ejiforcenu'nt of lutidamciitnl xights, iiicLiidiiig the right to redreas when 
«lwy are violated. 

(j) This conlcrenre reitexates its demand that no bill resolution, motion or 
amciKliniMit regarding iiitcr-conimunni matters shall he discussed or pass^ in any 
l^isltftnre if a thretv fourth majority of miMiibers of the Muslim community in that 
legislature oppose the inirodiiotian. discnssioti or passing of such a bili. resolution or 
amendment 

(k) This conference is cniphntirally of opinion that Muslim interests should be 
adequately Tccopiiscd in the fornintiuii of the hdcral and prormetal execuiivea, an 
obligation to endeavour to secure such r4*presi*ntHtion shouki be expressed iu 
Instrument of Iiistmctions to ih'* -Govenior-tunerjil and the provincial Gos’ernon. 

(l) This coufereiiec reiterates iis demniid that a provision slionid be made in the 
coiistitutioo giving Muslims their adtquMie share in all siTvieiw of the .State, whether 
federal or provincial, having due regaro to the requirciixtiis of efTicicDey. 

(m) lilts conference cunskkTS ii esseniial that no changes in the Indijui eooati- 
iution after its inauguration be made 1^ the Federal L^sUtwe except with t&B 
ooacarrenee of nil the Elates coaatiiotiuii: the Federation.*' 

iMii feroi Khan Neon mud that Miissalmnns had not onderotood the iopliea- 
tiona of the coming reforiuf. They wontd hare to consider whether they had eaotigh 
ooniidenee in the majority eommuaitUw so as to cotniat all mailers olTeeiiBg thm to 
the federal legislature. Take the case of dcftmoi*. be load, which the Coiigitta to-day 
demaiKled to oc a tranafLTivd Milneet. If that waa coocedtvl, he wamtsi then that 
the Moaaolmana would bo rcdaccd to the state of grust-cuftera. Then, if Huidaa 
Biedomiiiated in the army, could Mnssalmaiis trust tliem to protect their livn and 
pioperty in the event of any riot as at- Cawnporc ? ‘Under ^he eiroumstoiioea, we ore 
^willing to concede any such demands of the C'onin’osH till the CDogreee creotea 
aufReient eoufideneo amongst us that our interests wilt be well safeguarded in the 
fdtnie oonstitution of India. The transfer of power to the Congress would mean no 
power for Mtisaalmans. But if the Congress erea*es siiffieivnt confidence in ur-, 
would find that Mussalrnmns are not tmekwnrd in making saenhees. But the Con- 
gveaa ahimhl also reoMfmber that, just ns they are lo-day tiyiiig to wrest power ^m 
the hands of the Goverament« so wc also could and would wrest our ihore from the 
hoiida of the Congroia,’ 

Mr. Bmaau Imam, onpporting the resolution, said that they were only eiaiaing 
thfir joal shart and not t^ing to usurp anythiag belonging to anybody mm. 
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AMulla ffar^n uid that the m»re pauine oI the reaolatioo would not mnko 

it acceptable to the rtovcrnnient or the Hindtifl. They should work up an agitation 
ID ii§ favoiir in order to rreme ihc necessary sanction behind if. He also asked the 
andieoce whether they were in favour of separate eketoratea. He thereupon aakod 
the audience to be firm in tlicir resolve. 

The reaiilt was unaiiimoiisiy adopted and the conference was adjourned. 

SECOXD DAY--6th. APRIL im 
Rksoluiiox os R. T. C. Posti*oned 

Next day, the quest ion of Mosit‘in participation in the proposed Bound Table Confe- 
rence, formed the subpiet-inatter of a resolution nioveil by Moulana Hatrat Mohanl 
which caused conRidcrablc exeiicmont and heated discussion. 

Moulana Hasrat Mohani ur^od that, unless their demands as formulated by the 
Conference were conceded, they should abstain from participating in the sooond 
l^und Table Conferenee and sh*nild also 0 })]) 0 se the establishment of Dominion 
btatua if responsibility in the Ceiiiral Government was granted. Proceeding, the 
speaker said that at the last Round Table lJonf<‘rcnc(«, Miissalmans had forgotten to 
put forth their claims altogether, and had ae(M>ptud the principle of responsibility at 
the centre without any guarantee alioiit their position under that constitution. 
Subseauentiy, however, they lodged their pr()te<(t with the Prime Minister, who 
treated their demands with soiiiit eouruisy. In spile of the Moslem protest, the 
Prime Minister accepted the principle of 'reiqMmHibility nt the centre and ^old the 
Hindus and Mussalinuns to Fcttirn to their country in order to settle tbo cjniinunal 
difiercrices. Since then, Moulana Hasrat Muhuni said, Hindus had ch tiigid their 
attitude and the Congress had now decided to .participate in the secoiid Round Table 
Conference. The only course ojieti to the MusKalinnus. thcrcfcrrc. was to nisiet on 
the acoeptance of their demands ns a condhiun preeodent to thui* participation in 
the conference. 

Mr. MahMHcd Sarliq, in soc-ondiiig the resoluliofi. said that, the pant eventa 
had shown that the GovtTiifDcnt had to yield biHFore the stiif nttitiidc of the Cbn- 

S esB and would also give way to the MusHalnians if the latter preseated a united 
it equally stern alt itutde. 

Moulavi ahafl Jjaudi movc^d an nniendmciit to the eifi’cl that the Moslem dele- 
gates shouhl not accept trausCer of Tc sponsibility ul the centre unless their dicmands 
were conceded. 

Maulana ShauLal AH supported the amcndnicnt. Roth the resolution and the 
amendment gave rise to a licaicd dotuitc, which was not over before the con- 
ference wras adjourned to the evening. 

Earlier in the day, an aniended n^nlntiofi of Xawab AImIuI ilasnu asking for 
Muslim seats in the FtxJi-ral Assembly ibnnich the sysliin of separate clectoratoi 
from Delhi and Ajninre-Merwaru wa.s uduptufi bv the <N>nferefK«. 

Maulana Uaarul Mohaiirs n soluiiun, which nad caused such a tense atiuospiiciw 
in the morning, and which had in ccsaiiated a further silting of tlic liow^ at night 
had to be ahandoned doe to the thin audience of Uelegaies and the vital inopoitaaoe 
of the resolution. 

The bubjems Committee, which met in the aficnioon, discussed the area and eom 
of the reaoluiion, but opinion was divided on llai point. It was thought proper to 
consider the resolution at some later stage in a foV House after giving full 
publicity. 

Maui.avi Uacdi’k Statemest 

In the open Conference in Fatespuri Hall where the proceedings comincnecd at 7 
p. m. and which was attended by fifty cklegaies fiiily, Moulavi Mahomed eun 
Daudi made a statemeni in which he suted that in such a ihin J uuwr sueb an im- 

E irtant resolution shou'd not be considiTod, while apfataling to Maulana Uasrat 
ohsni to permit the adjourntnent, withdrew his amemlmcnt. 

Maulana Uasrat Mohani agnad to Moulavi Shaft Daudi s rcc|uest, and the con- 
sideration of the rcsoluTic.) was adjouiiiiNl sine dir. 

A resolution thanking the people of Ralesiine and Egypt, tlw iYOvmroento 
^ those places was passed for having shown respect to ih»* last xeinains of Maulana 
■uhomea AIL The Conference then terminated. 
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The All India Muslim League 

.\£ll‘ DEUJi^mh, MARCH mi 

The work of the Round Tuble Coiifen nce wha reviewed by tho Council of the 
AU-fndia Muslim LcAsue vvbioh met at NVw IVlhi on the lofh. March lOiM. 

The Council elertca {Sir MiihainnuKl .Shaft ns president in *>lace of Mr. Jiiinah 
till the next aunnnl session niul also appoinud iM'pim Shah Xawar. to memhorship 
of the Council, she bi'ini; the first woman member of the Council. 

The Oouneil passeil the follo*vin^ rcHtduiioiis : — 

RtsrorMs fuk lULn iiiSTAN 

The Council of the All- India Mtuliin I^enFue entinly dissipprovrs of the attitude 
adopted by the Simon ('oinniission, the fiovcriiinenf of India and the Round Table 
Conferenee in not eonsiderinp; the question of reforms fi.r Kidnchist.nn inspitc of 
the repented demands niiidc tty the Leat^nc in res[K‘or of nalnchistan. 

Mr. Jinnaii s Si:Rvicr< 

The Council places on record its sincere appreciation of the invaluable serviect 
of Mr. M. A. diiiiiah to the Muslim eommnnity in freiierai and the Muslim I/;af^ue 
in particular duriufr many years of iiis public life. 

f rNPAMKXTAl. RUillTs 

The Council endorses the pronos.il embodied in para of the Minority Ret>ori 
that the constitution must incliulc a deeiaration of fundamentnl ri;;hts safef^narding 
the cultural and reliy'ions life of the various communities and sodirini; to every 
individual, without distinction of east»‘. race, cned or sex. the free exercise of eco- 
noiuic, aoetal and civic rights. TIu* t'oimeil fnrtluT emphasises the necessity of 
includiiip: ill tiic constitution sanction for the enforicinont of the fniulaincntal rii^bts 
includiuf; the rif^ht of redress when they arc violated. 

CoNPino.xs OF Ri>i»oxsn;Lr. Ciovkrsmf.n’t 

Siihiocit to the followinu: claims bcinu fully met, n.imely. (1) Imli.iii Muslims should 
have and one-third per cent rcpresentaiioii in the Fedrral I,.i pslafnres ; (*J) that 
the W'ci^'htnjcc bcinp; j;ivcn to the Miiulu commnuity in and X. W. F. Province : 
and (,'l) the Puniab and IWiipil be in no way iinp.ured. the C'oniieil is prepared to 
acree to the proposal that responsibility for'ihe liovernmint of India oup:ht to be 
placed upon the Icffislatures, central and provincial, with such provisions ns may be 
not'essary to isuarantce during the poruki of transition the observance of certain obli- 
KatioiiB and to meet other s|M.vial eirciinistanees and iiUo such y^uarantoes as are 
rec|uirod by minorities lopiotivt their poliiie.^l lilxTiics and rights. 


Skpa rati: Elector ates 

The Council of the AlMiultn Muslim I.rf’apne expressed its satisfaction at the 
Round Table Conforenec eonoUisioiis that the British (lowriiment cannot w'ith any 
chanre of agreement impose U))on communities an electoral principle which in some 
feature or other would lie met by opposition, and demands that s«>parate clectoratea 
shall be retained as the basis of the electoral arrangements under the new 
constitution. 

Froxtiek Reforms 

The Council of the All-India Muslim I/'ague. while approving of the decisions of 
Ihe Round Table Conference that iheX. W. F. Province should he constituted into s 
aeparate province, oxpressea its regret that the eonst’tiition outlined at the Ronmi 
Table Conferrnec for the five settled distiicts of the X. W, F. Province falls snort 
of the Muslim demands and dots not give the same hgi.-lative and admin istrjiL^ 
responsibility as is proposed for the other provinecs of British India, and consiucfs 
that this defect should lie removed. 
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THE JAMIAT-UL-rLEMA-I-HINn 

ReSIPUAKY PoWKRft 

The Council reilcraUii thu demand made in clau»e (1) uf iIh* rcMvIuiioti iinani* 
roonaly adopted at the All-Partica Mufilim Conference at Delhi on .fan. I, I9J0. that 
under the new eoiistitiitiun the O'Hidiiary powers should rest with the provinces. 

SkP A RATION* OF Sl.VI» 

The Council approves of the devhion of xha Round Tabli* Couforpnee that Sind 
should bo aeparated from the Roinhay rrt*aidoiicy and <'onNtitiit(Hi into a neparate 
province, the tiiiancial ndjustments bcinj; so nrran^red ns to make the province self* 
supportini', iri^tu}' it Huflieiorit re>iOiirtVM for dt^vcKminont. The i^)Ulleil im further of 
opinion that the separation Hhoiild take eilWa liotorc or Hiinultnnuoitslv with the 
inan|i:ttration of the iiew* constitution. 

Tii:i.K<iATi:?s to R. T. C. 

The Council places on record its uppnviai iuri of the scrvifc of the Mtisliin delo- 
jratcfl at the Round Table Conference niidcr the leadership of Mis Miji;bness the Am 
Khan, inasmuch us they made ir absolutely clear that they I'oiild not consent finally 
to any constittiUon until the Kindii-Miislitn question was settled and that no ooua* 
titution would work unites it cmiioJicil provisions which ipive a sciihc of aeourity 
to the Muslims and other minorities. 


The Jamiat-nl-nlema-i-Hiiul 


KAj^Acrn--ht. ApnJL h:ti 

Addressilur the aniiu il sc-sion of fhc;,l:imiat-ul-nlcma-i-llind at Karachr on tho 1st. 
April 1931, Mahntma (Jan^lhi rcfcrrctl to theconnnunnl riots in .ticra^Bcnarsa.Cawn- 
porc, Mir/npiir, etc. where the IKmius ami the MussalniaiiH fotifrbt like enemies. 
Mahatma (isiidhi could not np|)onioit blame (•> any one coniiminity hut at Cawii|M>re. 
according to the press reports, the ItiiidnH Ktnrti!a the mischief. Mibatina Oandbl 
said ft was a Krent sin to use force in the nnitra' of forci^ni hartals. 

Mahatma Ctuiidhi said the ('on^rnws has npfioiiitisl a commit tec of enquiry into 
the recent coinmunnl riots wlii<'h won hi eoiiimencc work shortly. Mahatma llaiullu 
in the nunnwhilc assured the house that as a liUtdn he felt more Rrief nnd abame 
for the use of force by liis ^’o-rili^iionints. If one Icjinit the hwson of complela 
toleration cnnimiinul riot would iMsonie im|K)ssibh>. 1 sp|ical to you, learned 
tbcofoKians of [slain, to use yonr^iMNl otrices and irrndicate the |Kiison of communa- 
lism from the Mtissalnians and teaeh th<> Mnssaliiians the doctrines of mutual good* 
will and tolec.alioii. I will nmke a similar apiwnl to the Hindus not to return titow ipr 
blow but treat the Mussalmans us tlicir tweibren even if tbo MuMalmana arc in toe 
wrong. 

Mahatma Ci'aiidhi said that HiiMhi-MnsIcm unity alone could lU’hieva Hwaraj lor India 
and be was cotivimnsl thnf unless the uit«r-eoniHiniiat tniigic was solved It would bo 
nac.lcsa to go to th«* Round Table ('uiffcri ncc. SiHwkiiig )HTsoital1y, Mahtiima Gandhi 
•aid that he was pn•prtlr^^l to cononic to thu MusHnliiiafiH cvcrytbffig they wanted. 

Mahatma thuKihi in this coimeettoii n.'iid a glowing tribute to fko pco|)le of the 
Frontier who had so thormrghly imbilMsI the d«H*tniic of ^atyagniha. He asked the 
Moulanus to give their blessing* in iiis efforts for Mlndu-Mualim unity for whMi 
PWpp»c be was going to Delhi tbt* next day. 

He also inferred to the t'ongnss decl.iraiioii of fimditmcntal rights and aaid tail 
TO fiiwaraj they were working for woidd Im Kwnraj for the poor. He appealed tO 
all present to join thu (;oiigress ainl sfrungiheii tluMr bands for winning Hwaraj. 

Mahatma Gandhi next referreil to the i|ii<’slioii of the scpnniti«m of 8iiid and said 
that ever aiticc his arrival in Karachi he had Ik’Cii rw'civing frantic tcky;rams from 
Uindttt asking him to opfsiac scparatioii. This showin! that th^o was a feeling of mutual 
mUirust Uawi^i the two rommiiniiL-*. if show«d fi*ar of b' ing swamped away by the 
Musaalmmis in the minds of the Mindiis if .^ir. ! was separated. The rcroiHly, be said, 
•ay III creating mutual trust and lie tnndu an imp.'issiinie'd apt>cal to the Mussatmaoe 
^ assure their UiiKlu brctliren in J?ind that there was no danger for thrir lives 
•ud properly in the event Jfiiid was separated. Mabatna f raiidhi also ap|>caled to 
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the Hiti4a« not to plav eowartlt anri trau their Mn«lim brethren. 'By eradioat!ii|{ 
Isar from Hinda minda and br creatinfc mtifual fto>d«rtU and tniat both corumnnities 
oottld come forward to demand the separation of Sind from Bombay, a demand 
whi^ would be irresistible.* 

lo oonclusion, Mahatma Gandhi appealed to the Miiasalmina to use khaddar and 
•plo eveiY day. Khaddar^ ho said, knew no communal barriers. He f;are it as a 
pieoe of information that the majority of spiiincrs in India were Muslim women who 
eoptributed larjtoly to .the production oi khaddar. But even if it was otherwise why 
•bould not the Mussalmans benefit the Hindus who were their kith and kin instead 
of benefiting Lancaahire? Mahatma Gandhi referred to the example of Hazrat Umar 
who was an apostle of simplicity and failed to understand why the Mussalmans 
had taken to laxurious ways in the midst of poverty in the eouiilry. If the MussaU 
mana had love of the poor which Islam taught so passionately they should . use 
khoddor, 

Maulana Azai>*s Spekc.h 

Maulana AM Katam Axad, president of the scssioti, Lhnnkcd Mahatma Gandhi, 
Pandit Malaviya. Pandit Jawaliarial Nehru, Stirdnr Vallabhbhai Pntel and others 
who had attended the mes^ting that evening. The Maulana said it was an irony of 
late that those Mussalmans who had drunk deep frmn the toiintain of modern learn- 
ing had not joined the movcmoiit. But the meml)ors of *he Jiimiat who were scholars 
of Arabic on olders lines had thrown themselves whole-heartedly into the fray. 

Maulana Asad felt assured that Mahatma Gandhi’s message of love would find 
a ready echo in the hearts of the Mussulmans and th(>y would soon prove it hy 
their aetioni that they stood shoulder to shoiiider with the flindiH. 

The Maulana spoke appririatively of the part which the Muslim generally and 
the Jamiat-ul- Ulema in piirtieulur played in last year's struggle, lie also referred to 
the ftontier Muslims’ part. He ask<t| the Muslims who di inamhd rights to under- 
stand the responsihiliiicH that went Mith rights. As regards ila* representation of 
the Muslim community in the s^rviees of the t^tate, ht advise*! the Masliuis to fight 
for It not on communal hut on eeoiiomic grounds. As for repnseutaiion in the legis- 
latures adult suflVage which the Gongress Tm<l aecepted noiild remove all disabilities. 

He dcelar(*d that in the past whenever elToris for enmmiinal waiiy were made 
communal disturbiinees inviiriahly hnike out. History was repeating iiseU now also 
when Delhi negotiations were going on. 

Jjargo crowds of Mussulmans, purtieulurly Muslim women with their veils off, 
lined the hulf a mile route through which Sliihatma Gandhi and other leaders drove 
to the Ooufurence. 

Rcsolations 

The Jamiat adopted the followin g important resolutions 

The first, sooonu and third n.'S ilutions, m tv<yl from the chair, p tid a tribute to 
the late Maulana Mahomed Alt. Shah .Mtihomud Zubiilr and rurnlit MiitJlal Nehru. 

The fourth resolution cxpresscil deep sorrow over the U'Miares. Mirzapur, A|rrs 
and Cawnpoie riots and condemned the origiiiators of the riots. The fifth resolution 
demanded the release of Maulana Hatiibiir liahuuin of Ludhiana, member of the 
Jamiat, who was still in Jail. 

The sixth resolution thanked afl Mussalmans, especially the Frontier Muslims, 
who had participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement in response to the Jamiat- 
ul-Uloma8*s appeal. 

The sovciitn resolution expressed great resentment at the (lOvcrnmctit’s proposal to 
e^te a new province in tlic territory of the indrjn'iuhait iriljcs Itordcring on the 
Frontier of India, and condemned the thiowing of bombs on the Frontier iiihabitants 
during the last nine moiiUis. 

The eighth rcsohitiou mtified the tiaiidlu-Irwin Pm-t as a truce. 

The ninth resolution enilxxlied the future programme of continuance of peaceful 
picketing of foreign cloth and liquor shojis in cu-ojiuratioii with the Gotigrest and 
recruitment of vmnniocrs in all provinocs. 

The tenth reeoliitioR appiwhd to Mnssalmaus to strengthen the voice of the Jamiat 
•0 that thedr BonwHiiil Jaw enight be safcguaided. 

Tbe ehjvcnth tpplttiioii ispresscd grief over the execution of Bhagat Singh aud 
bis coounidca. 

Tho iwcJftll MiMEkNi condemiicil the fJovcmmcni for tbe execution of Habib 
Nur. 
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otte nMlotioot pasted demanded the release of all political prisoneit, ineln* 
diDC Moplab pnionen, Bmgal detenus. Ponjab martial law prisoners^ etc. 

The Oonfemce oondemned the British Goreriinient's policy in Palcetine. 

The Workinff Committee was aathorised to ncpitinto with the Gongreaa and othar 
Mnsltn parties for a Hindu-Muslim settlement. The Jamiat directed iU WorklilC 
Oommittes to be tolerant in the matter of Uindu-Muslim settlement. 

Ihe last resolntion thanked Maulina Abul Kalam As id, the Prudent after whIcA 
the Jamiat come to a cloae. 


The An India Shia Political CoDference 


UONTOOMERY^Sih. APRIL 19:il 

The aonoal session of the AlUIndta Shia Political Conference was hold at 
Montmm^ in the Punjab on the 5th. April 19:u under the presidency of Rala 
Nawim Ali. The pandal was packcxl with delegates and visitors. The president’s 
address was heard with rapt atteotiijn. He said:— 

If as oitizeos of India you mean to retain for yotirseU'cs the full benefits of Its 
sitizenship, you must no longer display an indilTercnt outlook. That will lead you 
to eztinetion as a factor in the practical politics of yonr own country. 

The civil diaobedicnco movement which was started Inst year, about this time, after 
spreading slowly all over the country, gathered lorinid.ihie atronfrth. commanding the 
tympatby of a much larger population than the number of its active workers. The 
people who participated in ihe various stairs of the movement can scarcely be 
estimated to be Icss^ than many millions, but of those who wi;rc chosen for srrest and 
trial and were convicted by regular courts, the figure is ahnui 5:1.000, and a close 
analysis of those who went to jail shows that cm*h (dnss of the population was 
almost duly represented. That is evidence of the fact that no class of people remained 
untouched by the outbreak of this non*violont warfare. The progress of this 
movement was responsible for the non-participation of Congressmen in the 
deliberations of the Rouml Table Conference. Dclegalcs to the Itonnd Table 
Conference did succeed in impressing ii|w>n iiii the three parties in England 
that India was in no mood to be trifled with. Then the progress of the 
eivH disobedience movement was also partly rcs^ionBiblo in czcrcising u))on t be 
British Government and the other British parties attending the lionnd Table 
Gooference a chastening influence with the result that no unreasonable attitude 
was disptsyed hy them. The attitude of the Indian Princes also hel|>cd the situation 
a great deal. In fact it made the distant ideal of a Feileratinl India a matter 
of immediate realization and the present basis of work for the future constitution of 
India is proceeding on the basis of a Fitloration of Provinces in British India and 
Indian States. Non-particioatioii of the CnngrcMS at the next session of the Ih>uim 
Table Conference would have been a serious inennec to the smooth working w 
constitution but thanks to the Gandhi- Irwin settlcMncnt that contingency has for the 
Ume being disappeared. 

R. T. C. And SAFEorARDs 

The members of the All-India Shia Politics! Conferenee an* led to believe that t 
•cttlement between India and England will Iw srriyid at on the basis of an equal 
partnership in the British Commonwealth of Nations and on terms thst will not 
injure the interests of India or the Belf-n*spc»’t of her people. The thanks of our 
eommanity along with those of the rest of the country are due both to Mahatma 
^andhi and H. E. Lord Irwin. The deliberations of the I»ndon Confennee so far 
we yielded the unanimous view that India should bt? pUved in the posjiioii of 
dominion Status with certain reservations for the period of transition. This wau 
due to the {oiot eflTorta of the Hindu and Muslim delegates. 

PeraonaUy speaking and speaking on behalf of the t^hia community I have no 
hesitiU;ioo in eaying that I accept all those safeguards and reservations as iaseotial 

the atreogtbeoing of the foundations of the new consiiiution, providcti th^ am 
wr the intereat ana benefit of India hemelf and that they arc clearly limiUiT that 
^ oonditionB on whieb 1 accept the safeguards and tbe reservationa as esoehtial to 
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tile development of India would be aeeqptable Ito all men of modcfate opinion in tbe 
eounfrjr. 

Biiutlarly we are ditpoeed to give all other minoritict the favonrable terms deemed 
eemiial to their eziatence and aavanee. provided they are not of a ehancter that 
might go clearly to perpetuate deiiatioiialiHiiig teiidenciee. intimately both Hindm 
imd Muslima are bound to rcaliie that unity of nurpoae alone will bring salvation to 
the country aa a whole. Both Hindu and Mnaiim responsible men ought calmly to 
nnect u^toii this central fact and rraliae that a conatitntion agreed to by the 
principal factors in the country is the only durable constitution, which will be a 
moral obligation on all. The solution of commnnal difference mnst come from 
within. India cuiiiiot hand over her domestic problems to non-Indian bodice in 
order to have the various dquirtments of her body politic refashioned by alien 
craftsmcMi. Ihereforc the sointion of the Hiiidn -Muslim problem haa to come and 
must come as a result of mnlnal toleration and goodwill. The remedy of the 
league of Nations has provdi to be no remedy at all. It is therefore no wisdom to 
fasten upon India similar motiMiirc of ineffective safegiiartU for the minorities and to 
have tbe way for the grow'tb of civil strife and eommotion. This domestic affair is 
oiir concern and the majority must Icam to be generons to its minoritica. 

Mi'sllm Reprbsewtatiok 

The muslim community also mnst realise that no minority by any strata can 
deprive^ the majority of its undoubted position and status. Once this simple propo- 
sition is learnt by heart all extravagant aspirations and apprehensions will be 
conlined^ to practical limits. The Muslim minority in fHirticnlar must make common 
cause wdth the majority for the progress and adv’anccment of the country. I am 
perfectly in aceord with the Muslim demand that Bind should immediately be raised 
jo the status of a provincial government like other provinces. Bimilarly the 
l^nticr province must be raisiHl to the same status ns the other provinces aa 1 am 
ffbnvinccu that the future well-lHiiig of India depends upon the contentment and 
CO-operntion of tbe ruthiiiis who. I am sure, will never be HutisfiiHl with anything 
less. 1 he people of tli*. North-West Frontier Province are extremely sensitive on 
this question. Considering tht; grave c<*oiiomic )iclpl<*ssncss of the Indian Muslims 
their recruitment to the public servicis in the country in accordance with the 
proportion of their population i-* very necessary. 

The question of representation in Bengal and the Punjab can be settled by tbe 
introductu)ii of adult franeliise or by a 'franehise euinmittec eharged with the duty 
of BO framing the cuiidilioiis of the franeliise ns to give to the main coromunUies 
inhabiting the two pruvmecs votes in proportion to their population. This will do 
away with the nec'.s.siiv of separate ekretorates in these provinces. I am anre that 
iM'parnte elect orates will not Is'iiejit Muslima in the long run. Once the trnth of 
this statement is realised, the Muslima in the niini)riiy provinces will at once 
realise the barm they would be doing to thoinscives by standing for separate 
electorates. 

The Fourteen Points 

It is due to this appreciation of tbe situation that your conference stands for 
joint electorates. 1 must, in this conn(H*tioii. note with mrrt the r^nt resohitioo 
of the Muslim League which met in Delhi, that if any of their 14 points of demand 
for protection are not conccdt>d they would not be a party to tbe constitntiona! 
^vance of the country. That goes to contradict straightaway tbe passionate 
^mand for a full measure of self-government made by the Mnslim leaden at the 
Round Table Conference. 

In serious matters it is not )x>ssible to indulge in light-hearted blnffh Will tbe 
Muslims of India prefer the op|iori unity for arriving at a frack and htir settlement 
with tbe Hindus to being ruined and split by their insistence, when k is obvioof 
that such a method of eketorate in the long run w ill neither prove bcnefietal to nor 
^gj^iotective of Muslim interests. 

Resolutions 

AfU*r the president s adilress. several resolutions were passed in sopport of 
Swadeshi and Shoddar, deploring the Benares, Mirzapur, Agra and Cawnpm riots, 
expressing satisfaction at the Ivandki-Irwin settlement and tondcling the nBthnely 
death of Maulaita Mohainoil Ali and Pandit Motilal Nehru. 

The following risolution was nnaiiiroonsly passed *Tlii8 meeting of *he All-India 
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Shi* FoUtie*! OontacDW (riw* it* i^cra) •ppioral to the Umlim demand* contained 
10 the proi^tle imw widely known as Jitinah'a 14 poin»a and, in view of the fact 
that in their opinion joint eUvioraieH will lie rondncive to the frrowth of natiotiatieiii 
10 tMcoontry. supports the same and ApjMnla to ririous Muslim oripinisationa to 
oonoede their nirht of separuto elivtiirat^'s, providiHl their foUowine demands are 
moeded.^U ^'piratum of Sind, the same const iiutional reforms for the 
Frontiw Province and Batuchist an as for the oth«T provinces, (.1) reservation of 
one-third scats for tlic Muslims in tUi* iviitral L’'(;islaturt\ (4) pnisent weitrhtim 
for Muslims in the minority prorinccs to <*otitiniic and nviproral roncession tor 
Hindus in the Frontier Province aii;l Sind, (ri) the Ihiiiipi) and Punjab Mtisliiii 
majority not to be rctiuct'd to niinority or ifuiniiiy. (0) the liberty of reli|pon. 
wunre and lAn;ru.*iico to be voiiebsafinl in ihc tutiire constitution, (7) proportion 
in SCTvi<*(|8 and cabinets for Miissalniaiis on the |*opul:ition basis subject to minimum 
(jnaUfiicatioiis, (8) franchise !») l»e <‘xieiidcil pro}»ortioMii(<> to the eonimuiilttcs popula- 
tion till the ideal of adult franchise in nalizml. niitl f\^) rlie residuary jiowers to vest 
in the proTifice. 

Rajs (ihazaiifar Ali Khan. Ilonie Miiii.'«t«-r, Atwar Slate, and Syed Kalbe 
Abbas, advocate proposed and sivond-'d the r*<ii>!iitioii in very Impressive 
and fine speeches, the spirit of which was lii;:hly n«lt!orrd hp the loaders of Hindus 
and other sections of Muasalmans prevnt in ih,' o«>nfcrenee. The session then 
concluded. 


Tlie All lodia Maslim Nationalists’ Conference 


jJTKNO^r ArniL mi 

The Alt India Muslim Xationniisis* ('onfriviuT opened Its session at Lucknow on 
the 18th. April 19;U under the pnshlcm y of sir Ali I main. Amonir the deloirates who 
attended were Dr. Mahmud, Professor Bari. Monlvi Unmil Shah, Mohomed Umar, Ur. 
Zainolahdin Nadvi, Kasi Ahmad ]ru*<8aiii ami 1*5 others from Behar ; Dr. Ansari, Mufti 
Kifayatullafa, Mouivi Ahmed Said. Moulvi Mahomrtl Sajjml niid live other from I)«lbl : 
Mr. Tasadduq Sbcrwiini, Messrs, Vtistif Imam, Khwnia .\lnliil Majid, Unfis Mahomed 
Ibrahim, M. I.*. C„ Sarfarax Hussain. Bar-at-law. V\y7abad. Moulyi Ahmed Said of 
Partahparh, Wajid Ali, Raebareli. Karimur Kaza. Shahj.ihiiiipiir, Haider Mchdi, Mouivi 
Tufail Ahmad and over a biindroii others from dillerent parts of the Unihni Provinces : 
Monivia Mujiber Rahman, Shanisuddin Azi/.ul Haq. Syed .liilalnddin Hnsheiny, fifouivi 
Abdul Karim and twenty others from Bcniral ; Mr. S A. Brelvi, Dr. Rajjalmli Patel, 
Messrs. Abbas Tycbji, Aleheraii. Imam Buwazir and six others from ^mbay ; 
Seth Yakub Hasan and Mr. Abdul Harai*l Khan from Madras ; Mahom^ Kbaa 
from N. W. F. P. : Malik Barkat Ali, Fcrozdiii Prueba and several otbeii from 
the Punjab. 

Wslcoms Address 

Maiifofia Kuthuddin Abdul Wali of Fcrinp:i Mahal. Cliftirmati of the RMeptiM 
Gommittee. welcoming the delocatcs, rtferrcil to the loss sustained by India by m 
deaths of Moulana Mahomed Ali and Pandit blaiilal Nehru and expressed sympathy 
with their relations in their bereaveroenr. .... ^ 

Proeeeding the Moulana explain^ why be had dissuaded his c^relimo^sts from 
participating 10 the civil disobedience movcmcot in his spmb at Amroha^nferra^ 
Eld iMt year. The eituation was now greatly changed. As a 
Irwin pact, civil disob^ienoe was a matter of thf past and Mr. OandhI, the accredited 

leederof the Congress, was trying his best to adjust the Muitim eldms, but thm 

were certain Muslim leaders who apparently witn a ^ view to impede a /oytattyj 
settlenMMit, were insisting on separate electoratee which admitlMlj w«e oetrimeiitM 
to 11 m nSwth of Indian naUon. ‘‘We are virtually at war with our fellow eouo^ 
men. If aoj group or eommouity wants to come to terms with us fW MMid not 
wM their ofo. 0o you think we can afforf to fight bo^ 

•nd the Qovemment as well f 1 ehonld think, not. Why 
ws ttol make peaee with the party that ia estendiog the toid m mmship 7 
M f* |||g| purpose to be. 


If we want to ornoiee the Maelime,lis it ue cee ia r y ior tw pi 
ttM% at war wlwyoar fellow coon^sMo 7 1 have not beta 


to 

to 
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why thm ihoiild erer be talk of dfil war. I am eme the feeent mu- 

bnaka are the <mt<»me of profoe^re apoM^ It la regrettable that etea after 
|lm riota people abouid indalge in wild laoffaage withoai any eonaideration of the 
likely reanlU m low of life and property. From aome apeeehea It ia quite clear that 
there are aome persona who are more keen on a fcee-ilght between the oommonitiea 
than on communal aettlemeiit. 

Tbia Conlecence shonld dtsenaa whether Joint or aeparate deotoratea 
would auit Muslims. Both alteniatim hare been well disenssMl in the Preae. 
All I want to impress on yon is that before the introdnetion of separate dectorates any 
member dected to the Legislature has to protect the interests of his rotera who bo 
kmgrd to the different communities. There are many Hindus in this city w^ won 
the doct'on with the help of Muslim roles and naturally were grateful to Moalima 
lor .their support but the introduction of new system had brought this to an end 
and naturally they hare now to look after the interest of one partienlar community. 
'When members are elected by communal constituencies the mdority communities 
are bound to suffer. I am |)enionally in favour of joint electorates with reserratioo 
of scats. I consider tliat a ]oint electorate is in the interest of Muslims and neses- 
aary for the growth of an United Indian nation. Separate eleetoratea and respond- 
ble government are two contradictory things and they can never go together. I am 
in favour of Muslims attending the Koand Tabic Goiiference, but I want to make 
two things clear. First, Mussalmans should not forget that the grievance for whieh 
they started non-co-operation in 1921 still remained unheedeii Berondly, Muslims 
■honld not agree to a form of government which did not place in our control the 
army and IB nance. 

Pveddcalial Address. 

Addressing the Conference Sir AH Imam said that to-day's big gathering 
reminded him of the Morley-Minto Reform days when the number of the sUpponrters 
of the joint Electorate Scheme barely exceed^ the number of fingers in a man's 
band. He himself belonged to that school of political thought which laid greet etrees 
on a separate electorate and was in fact a member of Uie l>epotat{6n that waited 
on Lord Minto in 1905, but in the interval between 1905 and 1909 he bed time to 
carefully study the question and he had definite ly come to the conclusion that the 
eeparate electorate was not only a negation of Inciian Nationalism but also poeitively 
harmful to Mualims themselves. As early as 1909 he had raised the voiee of proteel 
against separation but at that time his views were condemned both in the prim and 
on the platforms by Muslims almost to a man. 


Muslim Demand for Joint Electorates 
To-day after 22 years ho found himself in the presence of a gatherieg of Mnsilaw 
laprwealative not only of all the Provinces of India but also of several powerfol 
ocgaal^one and firtUtilly the entire Muslim intelligentsia. To-day’t OonfenBce 
lapreseuted Muslim Nationalists, in other words people who were not wedded to a 
eeoeme of separation. The march during the last 20 years had been simply flooded 
with messages from every comer of lodia from different leedere who one aod all 
jjaaieted on the basic principle of joint electorates. Such a trend of eveats waa estro* 
mely gratifying and showed that Muslims of lodia were not behind any 

mnuity in u *- ^ 

to 


the banner of a common and united Indian nation. ‘‘I vmitnie 

to prophesy’', said Sir AU Imam, "that this movement among Indian MaaHan will 
gather force which no power on earth can thwart. Hues ia no need to 
llM and tide are with us.” 


BBPARATB EtItCTORATRS A NEGATION OF NATIOVAIISII. 
Biff Ali Imam said ooe had only to take note of the 


# Proceeding, Biff Aii imam saia one naa ooiy to can note oc uie ranwngi ana 
' ' I ^ MuMun Nationaliets in the last two years to know the oontributioii that 
bad made. in the recent struggle for freedom. In to-day’e gatbciiog then 
mtmj who bed uofliochuigly aod cbeerfnll/ borne the troublei that isU to 

) of all fovera of their country. It wae impoceible .that tlmir^ i 

voaii go in vain. “If I were asked why I have euch abiding foitb In 
natiomisin my anner is that without that India’s freedom is 


BinwilO dtoeuhmte connotca the negation of nationaliem. Politieal 
iMSTsf aoM loff^ If yon erect an iron w^ ta 
10 their poilticA yon destroy the soeud 

temUelf you insiet on buildiiig poliiiad 


ore but 
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Oratidw the implieKtims of eepentiet deaew in the eonelitnliOB. The plia k tha 
w Mnelimeaie numeneelly inferior, defteientin ednoetioa end eeooonienlly beekmra. 
TlMargainent then ij ddv«)lopetl and it !• atierted that they woald MW Mooeed in tte 
pollt in the face of powerful llinda oppoaitioii. It is taken for mated UuH every Hhida 
la a potential enemy of MosUiur. 1 do not bdievo in those generalitieB bat ahoiild thM 
be assumed true what are the loi;ical inferences f Tiwy are firstly that the Mnallia m 
too weak to look after himself, secondly, the Hindu ns enemy la identleM and finally 
the nemsity for protective clauses in the constitution. 1 do not beliefe that aaeh 
protective clanses will afibrd any protection unless they had some aanction behind 
them. If a Muslim cannot protect himself and a Hindu will not protect him, than 
the sanction must rest in a third party. Is not that a negatto of natlonaUam ? 
Does it not show that tho separatist uotloii is based a|>oii support wMch cannot be 
found in this country and this tautamouiits to perpetual ioo of tuUfoge T la it ear* 
prising then that Uie Xaiioiinlist Muslim who cherishes the idea of freedom coome 
to Bubscrilie to the emtxKiying ot a separatist clause in the coostitution f 
^ There is a school of thoiiglit that is desirous of implementing Joint elootoratea 
with conditions. These haw lM*cn referred to ns reservation of seata, wdghtaM, ct& 
Here aguiii my personal view is that these are snares and on eiaminatfon will lead 
to the inevitable result of the im|)crative presence of some extraneous authority. 1 
take the liberty to impress upon you the obvious necessity of taking the atraight 
course of insisting upon Joint Elcotorates undisfigured by couditlous and heMoga. 
Bo much is said about the share of the Indian Moslem in concession loot. 1 do nol 
believe that his share can be fixed by siatute. His share will be In proportion to 
the contribution he makes towards tbc obtaining and maintaining of Indiaw In^oin. 
The Mussalman has nothing to fear. The staUvarts of the Nortn- Western Frontier 
and the teeming millions of Bengal and the Eastern Frontier are his inviolable aeeu* 
rity ill national itidia. In tbo future of India there will be no place for Hindu Raj 
or Muslim Kaj. The sovereignty of the peoples of India will be broadbaaed upon 
patriotism unalloyed by taints of comniuuaiism. That should be your goal and 
towards that end you should make your saenttees.’* 

Continuing. Bir Ati Imam said that a new political orientation was clearly rntnlisal 
among the ix'oplc of the Xurto-Weswni Frontier. That was a sore lalgn of 
nationalistic soliclariiy which was fast developing in India. There wai auotber aonroe 
of hope, namely, ttiai oven in suoli limited }oint cluctoiwtes, such as Universitiei and 
Chambers of Couimerce, the cumiunnal factor was quickly disappearing. In hia 
own Province of Bihar there were recent instances of the election of Mottlfl Abdol 
Hafix and Mr. Alt Maiissr which clearly showed that the character and capaeil/ 
of the candidates bud succossfuliy overcome communal prejudices. They bad both 
been returned, one to the Provincial Council and the other to the Univendty Senate 
by overwhelming Hindu votes against strong Hindu caudidatee. Once there were free 
Joint electorates the character, capacity aud personal lead of the Candida^ would 
surely overtop communal prejudice. The world has progressed too far to have My 
other code of pi.litical conduct. It was true that only rcoently terrible tragedleii 
had been enacted at Benares, Mirzapur, Agra and Cawnpore^ There were many who 
believed that they were due to agtnt$ prorocalrnrs. Others believed th^ were 
brought about by the gooiida element of either community. This waa nm ine place 
to determine what was at the root of these disastrous happenings. He carocetiy 
hoped they were ugly matters of past. It was a matter of r^ret that there abMld 
be serious endeavour to make political capital out of them. All efforte ahould be 
divert^ to prevent these repetitions and to wipe ofl bitterness engendered by them. 

Thir was the psychological moment for India and the plsin duty of all Indiana 
Wat to restore communal narmony and not to give bsndle lo the Churchill Qronp lo 
obatmet the intrc^uction of great coosiitational reforms that were in aight. 

C^eludiog Sir Ali referred to the loss sustained by India in the deatha td tTO 
fif her noblest eonls, Maulana MiUiomed Ali and Pandit Motilal Kcbrn. Tbeir 
memories be added, would ever remain enabrioed in the bcarta of their eonntryamn 
for all time to come. 

SECOND DAY^im, APRIL mi 


Urn OoniBnooe met egain on . the next*di^» Ike Ififo. Afril, at 7 In the monfog 
Md paeaed the foUowias laaolntlone 



[LUCKJfOW 


20B THE MUSLIM CONFERENCES 

Tribctr to Departed Leaders 

The first resolation, which was pnt from the chair and carried unanimous]^, 
recorded profound sorrow at the deaths of 2ilniitaiia Mahomed Ali and Pandit Mali- 
lal K^ni who had rendered areat service to the country and whose presence at 
the present iuneturc would have liccn a source of (^cat striMif^fh to the cause of 
Indfau Nationalism. 

MrsiJMs Part ik stATYAtiRAHA 

The second resolution, which was nUo put from the chair and carri^nl iinaniinouS' 
ly, ran as follows : 

<* *This Conference, while coiii^ratulatlii^ the nation on the splendid Fncriih'tTS it 
made in the recent stnic'^rle for frcc^dom. notes with ^nititication the fact that the 
part played by the Moslian community, in pnrtieiilar ilio Mor^lcms of tb^* Frontier 
Province, was unite in ken^pin;; with its trauition iitasiunrh ns over 12, 0(A) Moslems 
went to jail and a lnr;;e number of them lost thrir life uml limbs and sutfered 
in other ways, thus viudicuiin^ the honour of th> ir co-rcii-rionisis who are determined 
not to lag Ix’hiiid any other community in the fi^hi. for natiomil frccilom." 

Dnuri Pact axo Local Govlrxmksts 

Dr. M H. Farrouqui next moved “that ‘lu; Oonfe»‘eneft re;irctted that the Local 
Qovernment in various provinces had not. fully honoured the terms of the Gandhi- 
Irwin Agreement, as w.as evident from the contiiiiit.**l detenfiini of many Satyagrahi 
prisoners including Mouivi Habihur Kahmaii of Jaidbian i. Mr. llafi/ Ali Bahadur 
Khan, Mr. Abdul Hamid and Mr. Mahomed SiddiqiK' of Bombay, IVmt Mahomed 
Munis and Sheik Adalat JlusHain of lUdiar. and hopid that they would forthwith be 
rdeaicd.” 

Syed Abdullah Brelvi, seconding the resolution, said that there were innumerable 
instances of breach of the truce terms on the part of the Piovineial Governments. 

Mr. Abdur Rahim of Calcutta supporting the niotii>n as!«ieiat»<l himself with Mr. 
firclfi’s remarks. The resolution was carried wifhoiit opposiiioii. 

CoMMrx.^ L Biots 

The last resolution occasioned a prolonged debate. It ran as follows : 

•‘This Conference, while strongly condemning the eommuual riots which occurred 
in Benares, Agra and Oaw’nporc and other places. cnn.<ing rnormons loss of innot'cmt 
life and property and dereliction of duty oti the pan of (>nieials on these occasions 
particularly at Cawnpore, ofFers its heartfelt sympathies lo the familicM of those who 
fell victims to the comniiinal frenzy, and pay.s a tribute to tlie rare patriotic sacrificcB 
of Mr. Gniicsh Shaiikcr Vidyarthi. 

“This Conference appeals to nil communities not to he inHuviieed by the wicked 
propaganda carried on by certain interested indiviiluaU and in ilic face of the grave 
provocation, to preserve pee^e and thus refuse to play into the hands oi the enemiea 
of the country’a freedom.” 

Malik Barkat Ali, moving the resolution, bitterly criticized the .provocative 
apeeches which were being made by certain eoramun;»l leaders in connection with 
tnese tragic incidents and were thus attempting to rekindle the dying Fire. 

Mr. Jaffer Ali deplore^! that any person worth the name of a leader shouM deem it 
advisable to enter into a controversy on the most horrible details of the Cawnpore 
riot in order to foster the spirit of communal biiteriiess when every ounce of energy 
•bonld be devoted towards the re-establishment of IniFinony and niiiity. 

Maaiti Jafar Hmsain IVaati, supporting the resolution moved an amendment to 
(he efiect that memlxirs of either comnuinity should be appealed to abstain from 
attributing acts of vandalism aud incendiarism committed by mischief-mongers and 
mimided fanatics of the opposite camp. 

file amendment was after a brio! discussion adopted. 

Mcmlvi Shahid of Allahabad pro))Osed a aeooiul amendment urging that all 
eases arising out of communal rioting should be wijhdrawn. He said that be had 
not the alightest intention to protect scoundrels to whatever community they 
belonged, but the misfortune was that the real mischief-makers in the communu 
trooblee could aeldom be brought to book. They were far too cunning to .be caught 
led-banded, and often operated from behind the scene. 'Fhe Police could at beat get 
hold of eompaiutlvely harraleaa foola who courted detecting and were the wont 
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SeA Mr. Ats«ate of Madns mpportni Monlri Shahid'i amMuliiiciit but 
Mr. Yakub Aii Knaii of oppoRiug it, that energetic enquirlet 

aboim M made and the yrrong-doera abonlu l>e awnnUnl exemplary puniahmenU 

The last 8pi>akcr got little support, and Moulvt Shahid'a amendment was adopted 
bj a majority. 

Mr, A. Bahim of Calcutta proposed another Amendment ealliit;; upon all Indiana 
to raise funds to relieve the distressed and inviting volunteers and social urorkera to 
serve and help the lootiKl and luToaved victims. 

Mr. Rahim furtlior urgtd tliat. a com mitt ei; of this Conference he appointed 
forthwith to give immediate reliof to th»* Hindus and Moslems alike and to rebuild 
Mosques and eomijetisato for tomplis iM>troyed. 

Vr. A, Karim of Itciinres, heconding the amendiiiftil. Haiti that such a cominittoe 
woiild be useful in etiUjittraeiing tin* eaiisctl t»y tin* eummnnal imrtiea 

which went to the disturUetl arms |irof *ssiij^r londiT nsMstnnee to siiHVivrs, but in 
reality were otdy rousing fiirtlnr birder and spreading the gospel of rovenget 

The nmendmeiit was a.Inpted and the li'.iutiui wi»ii its llirw amendments, was 
carried without any ttppasition. 

The Confinnee atljoiiriud at this slag*', it now Icing ?>-o0 A. M. Jt was to re- 
assemble at J 1*. bill title to ]uolongt tl tii.M‘iis.<>ioit in the ^iubjeet Comnnitue over 
the main rt solution it lotild meet only at C:i“ T. M. Two riHulutiouH acre at tbo 
outset paKf^etl quieUly. 

The Hrst 1 1 soil! lion was put Ironi the chair and lodgid a prottst against the 
detention in jail wiiht ut trial of a ntimber oi ptisoiis in lUngul and the Funjabi 
The resolutitui was cart it d w ithout opposiion. 

/>;•. .4/*i/f/ ne\T moved that the t ••iiferei.r.* «Mndi inneil the action of Govern- 
ment in foritititlinur Mouianas Moliained IshaniU' aiitl Mohained Irfan from entering 
the North- \V« st I'loiitier. The mover Haiti that b .h the MoulaiiaH were ardent National 
workoift wht» wi fo lniiig ih'iialiHed for their inttiiso love, of the country by being 
foreilily kept back from liair htuiuH in the Frontier for the last twelve years. 

The re.so]utioit alter a brief diseiission was passed. 

St* I* PORT rOR .loiXT El.KrTOKATI> 

IM .1/. A. Art'iri tbvUi moved the re.s diiliou rcgirdiiig the, methoJ of iHrpntseiitation 
on tlic Lf'gislat lilts, wbieh he emphasised was the resolutioii that had attracted Uia 
presciit guihviing. The following is the lest . — 

‘‘Having secnrt'd general iigrei-ment in regard to the following matters wbieh 
nffect the intensts of the nation ut large (1) that there shid I bo a provision of 
fundamental rights in the. constitution guaranteeing to nil eilixens protection of 
their culture. laiigUMge, script, education, profession and practice of religion, 
religious endow uients and economic interests ; (2) that the fuudamenUl rights 
and personal lawf; shall bo e/Tectivcly proteeted by spccifie provision to be embodied 
in the constitution ; (D) that the future constitution of the country sball i>e Federal 
and residuary powers shall vest in the federating units; (4) that all appointments 
Bball Ijc made by the I’liblic iS-rvieea Commission acrording to the minimum 
standard of efficiency without, at ilie same time, depriving any community of ita 
fair share in the Services, and iliat in the case of lower ^ grades no monopoly shall 
be permitted and <5) that s^ind shall be const but ed into a sejairate province; 
l6| that, the North West Frontier Pioviiice and Baluchistan sball have exactly tlm 
some form of (Jovernmeut and ailmitiistralioo as the other provinces in Bntiah 
India, i 

“The Nationalist Muslim Party strongly holds that the settUmeiit of the outsUiraiii|r 
questions relating to the measure and method of representation in the Fedenu 
and Provincial Legislatures should be based on the foil wing principjea : (a) jiniveranl 
adult franchise, (u) joint electorates, (c) reservation of seats in the ^deral and 
Provincial Legislatures on a population basis for miooritios of less than 80 par eeat 
with a right to contest additional seats. 

‘‘Having regard how*ever to the present unforlonste wwitioo of tbs eoonM 
particularly Uie propaganda edrried on by a body of MuualmMS as well as taa 
attitude of a certain section of other communities, and with a denre to sseois a 
speedy settlement and create a peaceful atmosphere io the county, the NatiooaliS/ 
Muslim Conference is prepared to negotiate for a seitleineDt of the ontstaodtog 
questions on the basis of joint electorates and adult franctiiae. 

In moving the reaolntion Dr. Anaari observed:— Gentlemen, I need hardly rembid 
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jnm of the immenee n«ponmbillty thiit devolrce on yon dnrinjr thfse delibmtione ^ 
of the met eiffinBciincc which would Attach to every etep yon miffht decide to tak^ 
The destiny of our dear Motherlandf no Icaa than the destiny of the great cultural 
heritafse which haa come down to ua na Mussalmana. ia involved. Hy.Jp'T JP®® 
ever met to decide such momentous issues ao consciously and deliberately. Time 
Itself seems to watch iia with suspended breath. ^ ... .. . 

We arc at the firat successful stsfre in a gi'cat fight for the Jilieration of our 
psople, a fight which due to the natnre of its |v.accfnl and non-violent heroism la 
without parallel in the history of hnmanitr. But it is just a first stage snd^ there 
is real danger that, inner discord engineered by interested partiew might depnve ua 
of the fruita of victory. , . . . * 

Jr ia an open accret. Gentlemen, that theac interested parties are ahowing aigns 
of feverish sotivity, communal riots have broken out .ilmost out of nothing, and 
some people seem to be developing with alarming rapidity an unhealthy taste for 
dangerous emotional outbursts and delirious moods which are normally not a very 
becoming form of indulgence. An atmosphere is being creati-d in which the central 
problem of Indian political life—an iind«T8tnndii»g and rcnoiiicss to co-operate between 
the two great sister communities of India— is daily becoming more ilifficult to solve. 
I appeal to yon. genticrarn. to strain every nerve to see that these mischievous 
designs are readily thwarted. . . . . i- j 

You arc, no doubt, aware of the effbrls wbich the Nationalist Muslim Forty made 
to enme to an understanding with other schools of Muslim political thought in order 
to pave the way for a settlement eonducivc to the best int: rests of our country and 
our community. . , ^ ^ ^ .. ^ . 

I deliberately say, Country Bn<l commnnity’ for I wish to give the lie diwt to 
accusations impertinently made against Nationalist Mussalmans that they do not 
have the interests of Islam at heart. Our accusers should know that it is the spin- 
tusl catholicity of our religious faith which has dcclnml in a set rf common ideals 
the brotherhood of roan and the supreme shallowness of narrow bigotry that gives 
us the strength to take up the whole as against the piecemeal point of view. Basing, 
•a we do, the claims of our country as well as of our commnnity on justice, the 
conflict of country and rommiinity d»>es not arise. 
the essentially un-lslamie tendency to lie sectional asserts itself and finds cjpieasmn 
in the desire to retire tortoiec-lfke in a shell that the conflict becomes manifest. We 
are surely not worse Mussalmans because we refuse to turn our fiiHh into a greedy 
superstition or an ignoble eaercise in political hide and seek or because we take 
from it the inspiration of our lives and bring them to the service of the country in 
which. Providence has deatined us to live and serve. Our Nationalism is part of our 
loyalty to our faith and not a betrayal or an infidelity. . ^ * 

Esrase me, gentlemen, for this digression which was nwessarjr in order to repu- 
dlhte the mischievous attempts to misrepresent our point of view in Indian politics. 
You aw aware, I was saying, of the aincere HTorts we made to come to a common 
•graement with other schools of Muslim political thought, ^ou know the I" 

spite of ail our attempts at accommodation and in spue of the assured possibility of 
a. great measure of agreement on important issues, tbe conversations broke on tbe joint- 

is ^oS^the oc^ion to egpatiate on the absolute necessity of joint electorate 
lor the growth of a united nationhood. I am speaking to Mnssalmans Just now 
aii4 I wish to tell the Muslim community through you that, apart from wider 
natknwl eonaidenitiona, the insistence on separate electorates would p^rove siiicidsl to 
the continuance of the Blussalmans in this country as a political and cultural force 

# ^ SitSSIl^^pertte eleetoratea are bound to prove the most effective method of 
perpeloating and aecentnating communal bitterness and awtional exclusiven^ 
Ending the case with which in a democracy demagogue can play on the passiw 
aod fiinstieiem of the people, separate electorates cannot bnt prove most P®*wt meaw 
of eMng the door to the undeistaiiding and appreciation w the repreaentativei m 
diflkeut teeikma of their mutual j^nts of view. There can he no surer device for 
ndinf out egwemeiit by negotiation on mattw even of common covetn. ^ 

And whal does this imply for tbe Mbssalmans ? It implies in J**®,PJ®T*®®®®Jf|jS! 
Uw Uuesuliiiiiie m in a minority and in India as a whole, the 
ol their bemg at ail eileetive ae a political force in epite of the weightagn thM H mW. 

imp^cnee, with consequent bittcnices» eenie of futility* 
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. jn^nett, ntvpt vhwp Ihr mitjnritjr be prrpowlrnifiitjr. it implie* 

inftttbilitT, lyk of iniliiifivc. wwk hiindtitier of nil fiitnnitonti on ncconnt of a rona* 
tant waT of defeat by a determined irreconeilable up|>nMition returned by an into- 
lerant electorate tn»t to oppoae ! 

If there ia anylmdy anyirhrre nnxinnii to ace the Mn^aalmnna ndniTd to ahaolnte 
inejlbetifeneaa in Indian imlitira. h<' mnat tniiirh in hia alei veH at their own rnriotia 
inaiatence on a menani^ ao oi>viniiKly rfl1enliit(*d to brincr aiioni that rei^nlt. 

Caltnrally, the anxiety to ht'dire thcmarlyca round with impreennhie walla would. 

I fear, reanlt in a hilw* HrnAc of a.-'enriiv whi<*h wonhl r«»h ll'.e ronmtnniiy of ita 
dynamie cnhnml force and w‘onhl mean fo«>«i1inntif*n and dt*eey. Thoao who like mo 
look haek with pride i»n the prent enlinrnl rontrihntiitna i>f the Mnat»iilmanB to 
Indian life and who ho|ie to aoe tVte Mn^sidmans pfjiy n ^lill mor«* iniT'ortmit rolo in 
the Free India of the future, cannot hut vint with* diamny the naDidnona attempt— 
hjy aome MnAanlmnna aa the irony thinjya wonhl have it— to remove nil poeaihili- 
tiea of fruitful eontaet and npprreintiim wldrh n prenp with n livit'p enllnri' and a 
meaaaae ahonld Im* only too aitxh'tia to enltivate. Thos^e who l*y nniina of arparate 
eleetoratea aeek to enann' the exiatenee of Mn<4Hu!mnna ns a enltiiral entity 
in this country aeem to have no notion rf the dynrmie jM'bsihil'tiri* of the r«l*niw 
they^ claim to love. They wonhl nneonacions'ly In Ip to pis aerv*' it aa a dead 
spw'imen in a Mnacnm of Antiqnitiea. Rnt 1 hriieve tind Mt>^»lim eniinri* in India la 
a living and life-civinjr force and would not suHtT this f«aaii)e:dion at the hands of ita 
t^noranS. albeit, well-menninfr admirera. 

These heiiiK the politteal and enhiiral iinplientions of separate electorates and of 
the ael^diffident mental attitude iM-hiinl their «lemtmd, w'.io wonhl netutse iia of 
not- havinfr the best interests of the Muslim eoromniiiiy nt heart if we n^k tho 
MtifMalmant to refuse to Iw lnTe«l iido ti trap whit»h some self-seek inp men- have* laid 
Hot them and to which a numher of honest hut mistaken Mnsaidmiins are Iradtiifr 
them hy their drum bentinj; ? It would In* usidess to trv to eonviece tho former of 
tho unholy nature of tbir enterprise. They die hard ; lut» they should know that 
the irrowhif polftieal conseionsnesa nmontr thcMnssidmans and the realisation of their 
fpreat coltvral mission in Indian life would not loop: tolerate this aolf-afrtirandiicmcni 
to play with Muslim d<ttiny. 

Bvt it would he idle to deny that, there is a laxly of honest opinion on thdr aWe 
rapeeamted by men who have ^own prrey in the serviee of Islam and of India. I 
am confideiii they would sooa see tliTowirh the lure. I respectfully appeal to fhtm 
In the name of Islam and of Indinr-hoth of which. I know, are aa dear to them as 
they are to me.— to see if the ronrse they hare hern Ted to support, really and 
eiairtiveiy protedt the interests of the Mnssatuians and if it ran ever help to errafe 
that fenae of common eitizenahip which hi essential for all ffolitical advaneeroent in. 
the coaiitry. II it does neither, I do sincerely hope tliot they would not be led 
away hy appenla to passion made by referring to and nar)uiig cn matters absohitely 
irrelerant to tlie issues in dispute. 

I am perfectly wUlinr to admit that their anxiety to seenre certain safegnaeda 
and gunranteea for the Muslim community in the future consiimrirn of the «'Ottnfry 
are genuine and T need hardly assure them that so far as the nationafist Mnslfme 
are eoneemed, they will do their Ivst to rrrss all such genuine demanda and to 
aeenw their aeoef.tanee by all eoneemed. But it is Impossible for ibrm to stand hy n 
demand for separate electorates which, it is their considered opinion, would pitm 
highly dangerous both Cm the country and for the community. 

Gentlemen, the timea ahead of ua are sure to prove anxions times. Great fsaufi 
•re involved. There would be honest difference of opinion. There would be deliber- 
ately dishonest manipulations of the situation. Ihrre won Id l>e rrssrnrd and dispas- 
sionate discussion and argument and there wonid lx* ealitmnv and invective. Con^ 
eloua of the justice of your position let ns proceed with calm faith and fortftode. 
unruffled by eontumelv anil oblivions of abuse. It is a dilllenlf task ; but all that 
is great is difflenit and the process of the making of a great nation in which we aro 
l^ri^eged to help cannot be a simple walk down a primipse path to the found of 

Me. Bbebwavi Seconds Rvoi.vtion 

Mr, Thaanddvq Sherwani. supporting the ivaolotlon. said that it was ao worM 
•• to leave acope lor negotiation with otlwpr Muslims wh«> did not see w to eye with 
Ifcf Kathmalisls. The resolution embodied the cardinal basfe rights of alt Indians Irres- 
Psethro of cnato or ecoed. With one vital eiception the resolntion indnded dtaiands 
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pot inrward by other ichoaif of Moeliin tiiottght. 13» oxoepCioiiol dswe w§B tlm 
intistifift on jomt-elcetoiatee. The ndfocnteA of tc|wnition vnnted to met imuf 
motititable barricn between MiMlinia ami other oommiiDUMt. To this the Nationalitts 
eould never coniient. The evH eflfoet of separate electoratea via apparent from the 
fact that the spirit o! separatism waa peDetratiDg amonjt the Unalima tbemaelvea. 
Votea were txMnp: eaiivassed on the iMMis of a caMidate wnfc « Mirxa or m Fathan, 
QucTeshi or Ansari. 8hiah or Sunni. That dir^tinction between eaate and eaate which 
ruinc^d the liindu** was cn«|NDK into the deinoeratie Muslim ranks. Under any demo- 
rratwf iiisritiitioii the Government was bound to be in tlie hands of the majori^. If 
tlie Hectorates were se*>arate, the niiiOJ'ity inx>ops were sure to be the worst aulFeiera. 
UiidtT the present srheme it was possible lor 2K) fanatic Muslima being pitted against 
70 e^nally fiiiatie non-Muslims and the latter could conveniently ignore the former, 
but ill a joint electorate sehetne, oo candidate aspiring for deetion iHMild with (^ual 
eotivenietice ignore cvim fifteen |>er cimt of the voters. Whoever had personal expericnee 
of mulling fleet ions eon id rorrohor.ate that. Even a single vote could not be ignored 
by the prosp>‘ciive candidate. Poiitimlly tlie ninorities would be more powerful under 
a separate electorate schcine cnilieliiHhcd with weightage. 

At this stage, Mr. ISherwaiii was interrupted hy a visitor who enquirod whether 
Mr. 8herwaiii was aaying this in spite of the Cawii|x>re incidents. 

Mr. Sherwant retorted that Cawiifiorc was tlic onteome of sepomtism. He pointed 
out lilr. Hasrat Mohani, and said that Mr. Ilasrat Moliani and his friendslwho insisted 
on separate electorates should bo called to account foi such tragedies. 

Mr. Hftsrat Mohani immediately assent'd that he was not an advocate of separate 
electorates. 

, Mr. Sherwani, proceeding, said that the separate electorates scheme was being 
utilised by interested pariitis for their own benefit. He cited an instance of five Mos- 
Itnn members being rcttirn(*d to the Assetnbiy in 1926 in spite of the fact that they 
knew not how to write either Urdu or English. 

Mr. Meuar Au*s Amen^dment 

Mr. Mchar Aii (Boinliay) moved an amendment urging omission of the clause 
relating to reservation of scats for minorities on a population basis. He quoted the 
example of the Parsis of Pomhay who formed barely five per cent of' the population 
but were always returned in large numbers to all ciiicted bodies. He thought that 
the reservation clause was added to placate commiinalist, and that the communalist 
was a walking plague and there waa no pbice for him in the modern world. 

• Mr. Choudhury Kballquzzaman, opposing the amendment, pointed out that reality 
always fell short of the ideal. As a Xaiioiialist he was no believer in reservation, 
but dimmed it expedient to include the clause in the constitution. 

Air. Yiisuf H«s«an, supfiortiiig the amendment, said that fifteen y^rs back he wm 
turned out from this very hall for opposing separate electorates, ne would again 
risk that, and strongly opimsc all silly reservations. 

Mr. Hasrat Mohani, w'th the permission of the President, rose to support the 
amendment, although ho w.as not a delegate. He expressed wonder that a Nationalist 
like Dr. Ansari should deem it fit to include in the resolution a communal clanso 
insisting on reservation. It gave rise to the suspicion that even Nationalists were 
not sure of miiiorily interests being saved unless artificially proposed upon reserva- 
tions. Such an attitude lent support to the views expressed by some that Shia 
Musulmans favoured joint eloetoratcs with reservations because they were an inter- 
ested party to the extent that they had a better chance to get electra from a joint 
constituency than from a comninnal constitnency. 

Mr. Hasrat Mohani assureti the Conference that he was always a Nationalist and 
the resolution minus the reservation clause had his whole-hearted support. He added 
^tbat he never believed in half measures. He was either a oommonist or a oommu- 
nalist and nothing in between. 


Diu Alam's Appeal 

Speakiug immediatclv after Mr. Hasrat Monani, Dr. Alam admitted that reserva- 
tion was not an ideal thing to be embodied in the constitution, but for the sake of 
IMoeral agreement, the Subjects Committee bad recommended the ntentioo of the 
mausa in the resolution. He failed to understand why this alone ehould upset Mr. 
Hasrat Mohani and his friends. If Mr. Hasrat Mohani believed in a tm India, 
npuhjtuu cr hi« wa« !s tSiz Naticsfilist eamp and not with Ihoae 

who obiknioted the atwment of fiaedom. 
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soon alter ilio I'onelusion of the Gnndhi-Irwiii ncj^orintioni}, os also the position taken 
lip by the parties iliirin;; the eousc of the coiiversutioiis. 

i>*aviiitr ai(ii!e the iiifurmul fiersoiisii talks that took place at Delhi during the time 
of the Chiiuliii-lrviiii nepMiatioiis and soon after on March 8 and 9 between Maulana 
Hhaukut Ali iitid a few friends, n fortnal nutting of both the parties as welt as of 
the represcniaiivt^ <d the Jitiniat-ul-Uieina and tlie Muslim I/cague was held ou March 
19 in Delhi After havinu; diseussed several disputed points in the meeting, it was 
thought advisni>U! to npjHnnt n small siib-eommttteo, including Sir Mahomed Shaft. 
Sir Mahomed hiiial. Maulana *<haukat Ali and others. The sub*committee held 
A few niivtings at. which inter ntia it diHcttsscd the Question of electorates in all 
its bearings, but Indore any limil decisions could be taken, some of the members 
repres(>iiiing the All-l'aniie rdiislini (.'iUitVrenec left Delhi without notice and the 
t^iuiiiitiee had to dis|)< rse wi'hoiir achieving iiny tangible results. 

CtiilMeqnciitly. lunveviT. II is lli^htn'ss the Nawnb of Bhopal, at the suggestion 
and request, of u hw fri. luU ie|iivsetiting various schools of |X)litieal thought 
among Muslim.^. trM'tl.to liriiig ih«‘ two p:iiii<s together with a view to finding a 
foniiiila that would r:‘nn>ve iho dilft*renc< s that divided the Muslims into two camps, 
and with that object ii viied Sir Malic.iud h^hafi. Sir MalionuHl Iqbal, Maulana 
Hhaukat Ali mid Naw.-;!) iMiiail Khan of the AlUindia Muslim Coiifcren^* and 
Mr. Shurwani. C-howdliury Khaiiq-iiz-Zmnaii niid myself, on'bchalf of the Nationalist 
Muslim party, to IJlmpal im Jday 10 and 11. .... 

In a [lint inerting In id at Hliopai the following formulae were placed for the 
consideration of the Nationalist patty by Sir Mtlionud Shaft on behalf of his 
■colleagues : - («) jtiint eUrttiniies to he iiitnuhioed at the end of ten years, with 
adult sullrtigc. provided that if a iiiajordy of Muslim Mneinbers in any legislature, 
lisiural or provineial, agree to nceept ji»int eleeictrates at any time bidore the 
expiry of 10 years, separate eltvioraies will be nlmlishid qua such legislature, or 
(b) iJic lirst elc*'tiou under the now eonstiiution to be on the basis of separate 
eiectorates. and a ndtrirndtim ou the qiustioti of joint rersuB separate electorates 
at the heginidng of the tUih tear td the lirst legislature. 

Similarly, on iieiiali of uiy colleagues, i placed the following formula for 
consitleratioii of those repreMJiiting the AlUludiii Muslim Ooiiference:--(a) joint 
elnetoralci to be adopted for the ftr-st. .tt*ii years, on the expiry of which period 
a referreiuliiin should bo held on ilu' qiu'siiou of cleeloraies : in the first 

legislature bU per Ciiit. «it the Mnslim miMidiers i-o be oleeted by joint elcctoriaes 
and 50 per ooul by si purale electorates in the s«Ttmd legislatiirc, two-Uiirds to be 
elindjcd b^' jidnl. and oue-third hy seimrate ebvtoratcs , thereafter joint electorate and 

***''ilK^alloiviug formula aNo e.nnio np fi»r dtsenssion Ixdore the meeting as an 
Aineudiueut to lh« above 'In the iii'st legisbuurc two-lbirds of the members to 
be eliCU’d by t^qurale and one-thiid by joiiu ekiuorate. in the second legislature 50 
per eciit by juiui uud .‘lO per vent by separate eketoratvs and tbereatUT joint 
chlorate ami adult siift'rage. tfcpanvte elwtorate for the first 5 years, joint for 
the next five years and a ridcrreiiduiii at the iHgiuuing of the ninth year to obtain 
the eotiimiinilv's verdn’t on the two ; or iwo>thirds of the representative to be chosen 
by wt'paraie tiiul oui'- third by joint eUH;ioi'Ates aud u teierreudum to be taken at the 
biitinning of the litth year. , , . „ . . • ^ 

MsuIaua fi^liaiikul Ah suggestid the following proposition When joint 
rleetorsxes are iiitrialuccd wlieiiier tii whole or in part Maulana Mahomed Ali’s 
formula should lie ai-eipuil for ibe first tweiiiy yt‘ar8. . . 

A After tluse varkius formulae were diseuased at Ibe roocting in Bhopal, the two 
parlit'S dispcrseil to place each other’s formulae before their respective committees 
in order to iisveMain tinir views and pi their formal anthority to continue the 
negotiations, and. if possible, to come to a settlement. From the atmosphere which 
nrevailcd at Bhopal it aj^waied that a seiilcimui was jHissibie between the two 
parties aud bot>es were luiaid that the gull that divided the Mussolmans into two 
eoutendiug groups would be bridged. 

To our great surprise we found, when we met at Delhi on June 19 that the 
Wrtybipg Cuuimitiee of the All- India Muslim i'onference did not only throw out all 
Drouorius made by niysi lf on U*haU of my eolkagties and other proposals that had 
^me umler discussion, but withdrew even the jnoposal put forward by Bir Maho- 
med Bhaft on beluill of bis collcgues, beft»re ibeae proposals could eveo be discussed 
bv the Working Commiluv of the All-indta Nationalist Muslim party, and, instead, 
auggesUid a totally new formula which proposed that the first election under the 
DOW couititution shall be held ou the basis of aeparate dectoratca and, if bdoio tho 
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in * be taken on the queation of joint feitat 

elect oratea on the Mualim cleeioial c2 
nny |nfo?ince ao ueiired, a icierrenduin ahall be taken mi that queaiion* 

u ef the All-India Kationalist Mualim party, on the other 

different forinuliM. gate its represeniatiTea ample power for 
V following reaoluiion of the Working^mittee 

?L AnfLlj* u? which conaidezed the report made hgr 

£r “"d f 'haudhun Khaliq-uz-Zaman of the eon?ersatione hdra 

Mis I?#*”**/.!’ the formulae diacuaaed there and also the xeaolation of 
^Id a^ LaSmi^mi'lif a^ 24 *^***^*trtiei Mualim Conference passed at its OMeting 

« c®«»»dcr8 the Ttwlulion of the Working Committee of the AtU 

Fartics Mualim Oonference nnacceptable inasmuch aa it is inoonsistent with the 
fewlution of the All-India ^atioiiniist Muslim party's conference held at Lucknow 
ud repupaot to the spirit whu-h, in the opinion of the Nationalist party, is essential 

^ the iiitere^ ox the ^couiitr^ and the community. The committee regrets that the 

.... ... ... .. .. 

^ ................... Eing Com* 

mittee autimnsca its delegation to the forthcoming Bhopal conference to esplors all 
atenuea and arrive at such scttlomcnt as, while keeping in view the true iriterests of 
the country and community, will bring about unity among Muslima*’ 

^ ^ough I had lost ail hopM of settlement after the resolution passed by the Woik* 
log Committoe of the All India Muslim Conference at I^oro, I did not consider It 
proTCr to drop the matter at that siagt*. 1 therefore decided to go to Bhof^ along 
with other colleagues for the meeting of the 5th. instant. When 1 reached Bhopm 
I found that the Conference had lieen poar^ioned owing to the datca being lonnd 
inconveiiient by Sir Mahonred Shaft and Dr. Sir Mahomed Jqbal. even though they 
were orimnally ftxM in consultation with tJhem. However, dnning my stay at 
Bhopal, Maulana Shftukat Ah arrived with Maiilavi Shaft Daudi. Them was no 
formal conference, but advantage was taken of the preseneo of a few friends of tac^ 
party to ascertain their views on the question. It was felt that the following for- 
mulae may be placed before the working com mittee of both the partiea For the 
"I separate electorates ; aftor that joint doctorates with Maulana Maho- 

med Ail 8 formula. This iformiibi, however, will be open to Muslim members 
01 sny legislature to drop l>y a GO per cent, majoriiy at a subsequent stage. Oae 
more suggestion, which runs as follows, was considered For . the first ten years, 
•sf»rste d^toraics ; after that, joint cUctorates, unless the Muslim members of any 
legialature by a two-lbiixl nuqorjty vote against the introduction of joint Hectoimtes. 

It obvumsly eould not consistently with onr principles he considered by us ; siUl 1 
promised to place it before my coaireiitee. 

Members of both the parties were invited to meet at Simla to consider Che various 
propoimis. On our arrival bw wc found that the Simla atmosphere was very in- 
auspicious^^ any comprofnisc. Apprehensions have, alas, luriifd out to he only 
too true. The unfortunate Simla surroundings and infiuences, by now too wdl* 
Known to the public to rt^quire specific meutjon. proved loo strotig for the forces 
working for unity, and all efforts to find a formulae that would unite the two 
parties were set at naught Wc have been informc'd lo-dsy that, iospite of the 
influence of some of its most important members being thrown into Ine icaie of 
pace, toe meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim Confeienee 
M rejected all .proposals of a comprctniise. We have done our beat and 
P>ne to the utmost limit to meet goutlcmcn bolding views different from 
ours ; and. if our efforts have failed, it is not for want of an earnest desire on 
uur part to have ao honourable compromise. The negotiations have broken down 
nut 1 and my party cannot sufficient iy espress oor gratitude for the earnest effort 
ttsde by His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal in the cause of peace. We ahall 
r®n><i>uber the eztreme patience which be showed in trying to nnderstsnd 
m different positions ahd view-points of parties, while keeping an attitude of atrieft 
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Mmlana Shafee D«idi*s Statement 

IfAnlftna Bhafee Dandi, Secretary, All-Parties Muslim Conference also issued the 
lidtowing statement 

A meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Mnslim Conference was 
«lidd in Simla on June 11 and again on Juno 22, 1931. After two days* discussion 
the following resolution was unanimously passed. 

'Whereu. the proposal formulated by the Working Committee of the All-India 
Muslim Conference on May 24. 1931, with a view to remove dilTerenccs relating to 
the method of election to the legislatures existing between the Muslim Congressmen 
has been rejected by the latter ; and, whereas no counter-proposal has been com- 
municated to this committee by them, the Working Committee of the All-ludia 
Muslim Conference regretfully resolves finally to close the conversations.” 

Since according to this resolntion the conversations which began with the Bhopal 
Oonlerence on May 10 and 11 at Bhopal finally came to an and. I have been 
authorised by the Working Committee of the All-lnciia Muslim Conference to place 
all the facta relating to these conversations before the public. 

The Nawab of Imopal invited the following gcnilcmon to Bhopal :^Mau1ana 
Shaukat All, Mian Sir Muhammad Shaft. Dr. Sir Muhammiid Iqbal, Nawab 
Muhammad Ismail Khan, Dr. Ansari and Mr. Sherwani. Informal conversa- 
tions continued there for two days. Various proposals to reconcile the opposing 
views on the question of electorates were put. forward by the gentlemen present and 
it was decided that these proposals should be pineed by the gentlemen taking part 
in the conversations before their respective organisations for discussion and decision. 

In accordance with this understanding, a meeting of the All-India Muslim 
Conference was convened at Lahore and it met there on May 24 last to consider 
the proposals made at the Bhopal Conference. 

It may be observed that the choice of the committee was determined by three 
eonditions : (1) that the proposal should bo one which was nor. opi^osed to the 
resolution of the All-Indin Munim Conference dated April 5, (2) that it shouUI be 
one which would be likely to be acceptable to the other side. (3) that it should 
leave the final deeiaion of questions to Muslims, whose interests botih sides profess 
m have in view. 

Consequently the Working Committee unanimously adopted the following formula ; 
The electoral acbeme under the new const iiiition should be framed on the Imsis of 
eepsrate dectomtee and if before the expiry of tlie life of any legislature, a majority 
of the Muslim elected members of that legislarure demand that a referrendum be 
taken on the question of joint versus separate electorates, or, if ten per cent of the 
efectors on the Muslim electoral roll of any proviuce so desire, a rcferrendiun shall 
be taken on that question. 

It k obvious tnst the above formula is not opposed to the conference resolution 
nor should Muslim Congressmen have found any difficulty in accepting it in the 
shseuce of adult suflVase, on which alone their wboh! acbeme of joint electorates is 
built up. It leaves the uitiiiiate decision of tbe question in the hands of the Miissl- 
mane tkemaelvea* A elig^t ellerstion was mwe in it in order to bring it in 
eeoformi^ with eonetitutional practice and ussge^ 

The formula wae forwaroed to the Nawab Sahib of Bhopal and also to Dr. 
Aneefi by the leeretary. The secretary was informed later that the formula of tbe 
Working Committee wm not aceeptnble to Muslim Congressmen. When tbe Working 
iCommlttee met at Bimln on June 21 this information was placed before the committee 
end H learnt with regret and surwise that its Lahore proposal wan turned down 
by Mnslim Congressmen end they aid not even inform tne committee which of tbe 
formulae, if any, evolved at Bhopal was acceptable to them. At this stage it wu 
brought to the notice of the Working Committee by Maolane Shenkat Ali that on his 
enqumng from the Nawab Sahib of Bhopal whether the Muslim Nationalist party 
had eome to any conclusion, he was iniormed by the Nawab Sahib that the following 
two piopoials 1 m been dkenrsed by them and that the first one was probably accr pt- 
able to them, but on Maulana Sbiiukat Airs asking about the sei'ond he was informed 
that it too would not be barred from discussion : (1) for the first 5 years separate 
eleetomtee ; after that, joint electorates with Maulana Mohammad All’s formula. 
Ihk formula, however^ will be open to Mnslim members of sny Icgislatore to drop 
to a 60 per mt majority at a subsequent stage ; (2) for the first ten years separate, 
alter that, joint electorates unhss Muslim members of sny legislature by a iwo-thirde 
asejority vote against tbe introductiou of joint electorates. 
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Tht WoridDfc Opmmittee, althoag^ not lonnally pooMoied of tiioM inoponlit 
eODiidmd but wm unable to agree to any oi them, mainly becMeo they 

intfodneed Joint electonitee antomaueally, without any referenee to MuAim eleetofateo 
and bmnM tb^ were ineonswtent with the epirit of the reeolation paeo^ by the 
All-India Mnshm Conference on April 5, 1031. And thne there b^ing no other pio- 
poaali, the Working Committee had regretfully to close theoonTeraatioM which bciaii 
at Btopai In May Tut. ^ 


The All-Iadia Khilafat Coafereoce 


BOMBA Y^aOtK MA Y 1931 

An emphatic reiteration of the Delhi All-India Muslim Confrrenee demande u the 
irreducible J minimum was voiced at the AlMiidia Khilafat Conference which opened 
at Bom^y on the 30th. May l9‘ll under the prenidency of Maulana Abdul Maiid 
BadauiiL A Jar^ number of delegnti's and vistora filled the spaciona open air 
ahamiana at Choftn Kasrastan, where the ronferenoe assembled. Among thoee 
present were Moulvi {^hafi Dnudi, Muulana Shaukat Ali, Mir Midiomed Baloot^ 
and others. 

In the course of his presidantini »pef.ch, which was punctuated with frequent 
cries of ^'Allah-ho-Akbar,*' Mtiulanii Kadauiii reviewed the work of ^e Kbilafet 
Committee during the last year and dwelt at length on the political aituaiion in tho 
country and the future constitution. He exproMst^d complete agreement of Uie Muslima 
with toe Delhi conferenec rtHioliKionB and deprecated the contemptnoua way in 
which the Congress Hiiuiu majority and even Mahatma Gandhi had treated the 
Muslim demand for safeguards. He declared that they were, therelbre. oompelled to 
say that they would not accept any constitution which did not saleguaid MuAim 
rights. 

Continuing, be said : refuse to believe thst the plea for separate electoratu la 
ineompatUiie with nationalism. It is only an excuse to deny Musliroi their rlghta 
for safeguarding their religion and culture. I wish to warn my Hindu countrymmi 
that Muslims are not pre^red for any change in their demands. They will sacrifice 
their livee but will not lie prepared to give up any of their rights. On the qneetioa 
of separate electorates also our doclarntion is final and there can be no change in it 

Referring to the Round Table Conferrnct, Maulana Badauni complained to the 
ahaence at the previous meeting of the representatives of the Khilafat and All-India 
Muslim Conferences and urgea the Viceroy to repair the omission of the Confereuco 
whenever it reassembled. He also suggested a meeting of Mualim repreeentalivea at 
the Round Table Conference before their departure in order to give them a apeoifio 
mandate on the Muslim attitude towards the future constitution, lo ooo elation, he 
appealed to Oandhiji to consider that there waa still time before the oonferenoe 
leaaeembled lor Oandhiji to accept the Muslim demaudi in the large intemta oi the 
country. 

The Conference then adjourned but re-assembled on the next-day in the etenlng 
and adopted a number of resolution!. After expressing grief at the death of Moulana 
^hwed Ali, the Maharaja of Mahmodabad and Pandit MatilA Nehru, the Con- 
ference adopted unanimously the following resolution on the conatittttiooal 
question 

“The conference considers it its duty to inform the British Oov<uomeot ttat If 
it does not accept the demands passed at the All-India Muslim Conference held at 
Delhi on April o and 6 at the special sitting under the presidency of Mr. Bhaukat 
Ali and snpportkl unanimously throughout India on May 10 by meana of dcniona- 
tiations, processions and meetings, thf» Muslims will not accept any ^nati^tion tot 
India. lu particular it requests the Muslim delegates to the Round Table Conferenoe 
not to Mrtidpate in the deliberation if they feel that there is no hope of acceptance 
of the demands. . - . • in 

Another resolution condemned the Italian ‘atrocities’ in Tripoli nna urged all 
Muriims to boycott all Italian manufactun* and in thin connection called upon them 
fo organise meetings throughont the couutiy on June 2G. 
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Hm eonferenee farther reqnefi'ed the Miwlime, epedolly the Mnelim eietere, to nee 
Bwadeihi, MrUcuiarly thoae made by Moslimt. 

fifth resolution recommended the rerirsl throui^hout India of provincial and 
^strict Ehilafat commirtees, appointed a committee consisting; of Mr. Bbaukat Alt 
w. 8bafi Dandi, Maulana Abdul Majid and Begum MahomM Ali to keep this in 
the forefront of their programme. 

The sixth resolution urged that the memorials in honour of the late Maulana 
Mahomed Ali should take the form of a Khilafut House in ali centres of Muslim 
ictiTitiea. 

The last resolution criticised the Government of India’s forward poHc> on the 
North- Western Frontier as designed to deprive the frontier tribes of their freedom 
and demanded withdrawal of all troops from the Kliajuri plain. 

After the concluding remarks of the president the Conference dispersed amid 
shouts of Allah-ho-AklSir. 


All India Muslim Volooteers* Conference 

The first All-Tndia Muslim Volunteers’ Conference met at Bombay on the 2nd 
Jam 1931 under the presidency of Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy of Calcutta and in the 
presence of a large number of delegates and viaiiors. 

In a speech welcoming the delegates, Mr. Zahid Ali. Chairman, Reception Commit- 
tee, recounted the voluntecra* activities during the past year and congnitul.ated them 
on their efliciency and on the work they had achieved. Ho exhorted them to re- 
double their ciTorts and to spread the volunti'cr inoviment in the villages and city 
alike and urged that *it should be placed under a central organi-sation and made a 
permanent feature of Muslim activities in tbe country. 

In the course of the presidential remarks. Mr. Suhrawardy entered a spirited 
defence of Muslim attitude as defined in the Doihi resolutions ami assorted that tbs 
acceptance of these by other communities would rnsnit in a great united India 
marching forth irresistibly towards its high destiny. He deprcciitod tbe suspicion, 
distrust and hostilitv evinced by the Hindus and Muslims towards one another and 
said that Muslim demands were thoroughly reasonable and founded on practical 
statesmanship and commonsciise, but these wore regarded with suspicion only 
because they emanated from Muslims. A Hindu by calling himself a nationalist, 
aimed at perpetuating tbe Hindu oligarchy and dominating other races, for nation- 
alism to him had no other meaning than the unft.'ttcrt.d rule of tbe majority. To 
him the communalism of tbe Moslems meant cneroachmenn on the vested iutcrefts 
he had acquired. The President added that this niie of the majority, misnamed 
democracy, waa ill-suited to betcrogeoeous India where cleavages of caste and creed 
were without parallel in the world. 

Mr. Suhrawardy repudiated the claims of Congress Muslims to be denominated 
Nationalists, He was prepared to prove that B«^paratc electorate could create a 
nation while joint electorates could only moan disintegration and Hindu domination. 
The Muslim creed to-day was the Delhi demand and it was their dutv to see that 
the demand was incorporated in the future constitution either through the willing 
aooeptauoe of the Congress, or by the Govern meut. ’*lf neither parry accepts our 
demands, which is taiitaroount to tbe parties combining together to cursh us, then 
we have no alternative but to fight to tbe last,” he declared. 

Id conclusion, the President appealed to the Muslims to organise themselves in 
-every way, particularly through volunteer bodies and •strive incessantly to improve 
the welfare of their co-religionists in every way possible. 

Besolxttions Passed 

The Conference then adopted resolutions inter alia expressing sorrow at tbe death 
of Maulana Mahomed Ali, and voietjg its whole-hearted support to the demands 
put forward by the Delhi Conference and declaring that if these were not accepi^. 
the Muslims were prepared to make every sacrifice to secure their acceptance. The 
third resolution ui^ Muslim youths in every village and city to establish volunteer 
orgODisutions, while another expressed regret at tbe recent happenings at Benares ana 
Gawnpore and blamed the Hindu Congress volunteers and the Government for the 
ooeommoes in those ptaoes. 


S Jon’S!] A. L HUBLIM YOUTH CONFEBENCB 


All India Hosbo Youth CoDference 

Hie AIMndie Mnalim SronthQlonfereDce under the presidency of Mr. Noori of Abmo* 
debed wee held et Bombay on the 3rd» Jwb 1931. In his eddress which 
wes cherecterised by outspoken criticism of the community the President 
Biede en earnest eppnl to his co-religion*8ts to unite and organise them* 
selfes end to be disciplined. They should equip themselves along with the rest ^ of 
the country for the march to freedom. He opined that the present discouraging 
situation end backward state of their community could be remedied by a thre^ 
fold programme : tl) rational and earnest faith in religion, (2) mass education and 
training and (3) discipliue and organisation and unity. He appealed particulatiT 
to the Muslim youths to organise themselves and form brancoes of the Youth 
League in all villages and cities and thus carry forward the programme for the up- 
lift of the community. 

Turning to the political side the President declared that they stood by the Delhi 
resolutions and warned the Hindus that it was idle to talk of co-operation if the 
Muslim minority did not feel a complete sense of security, lie added that In all 
political developments tending towards the democratic form of Government, mo 
minority must have certain definite statutory safegiiardit. Opposition lo^ such saf^ 
gnarda bred distrust. What the Muslims wanted was a healthy and fair impetus to 
be given to their aspirations and ideals as a community, and it was the most saerra 
doty of the majority community who would bo in power to respond to tho 
elaima. .... . ^ 

The President concluded : “Let us remember, whether Hindus or Muslims, that 
New India wants a wholly different type of public worker of a more generous spirit 
and ampler mould, free from the egotism of sc«'t and the narrowness of bigoiry, one 
who could resist the temptation to crush the weak and yet would not quail 
the aggression of the strong, who could rise above the petty pre-occupations of the 
day to the higher plane of devotion and service which alouo could give people faith* 
hope, freedom and power.’* 


Besolutiokb Passed 


The Gonference then passed resolutions rciternfing the Delhi Conference resolu- 
tions and warning that if these were not conceded, the Muslim youths would mate 
it impoaaible for any constitution to be worked. . • »» »• 

Another resolution condemned the “atrocities’ committw on Muslim women ana 
children in Benarc^s and Cawnpore by Hindus and appcalcfjl to the Muslim youtbi 
to organise themselves in Youth Leagues in every town and village in , 

The third resolution condemued the forward policy of the Ciovcrnmc4it of India 
on the Frontier and demanded its termination, while another espresHed alarm at the 
atheistic tendency of the youths of the world and urged Muslim youths 
to the ideals of Islam and thus raise the prestige of their religion in the eyes of the 
world. The Conference then terminated. 


The All Beogal Huslim ConfereDce 

The SeMnd Senion erf the All BenffJ Mo.Iim ^ 

on the i6tk. May lau under the presidency of Maiilana bhaukal Aii, in iiw 
course of hia address the Maulaua said 
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The emmnnitie^ not dietribatcd all otw the eonnirj. In the Korth* 
WeM FronM PiOfwee, Belnehietan. the Puniab and Sind tbeee ie a hrij Uk 
ya^ when Uailmt an in inajority eealee ae in Bmsal. In the eouthern 

Md Oentnl Pmraoee tte Uindne have an ovcrwheTminR mafority. 

MneluM an perfeetly willinc to give to the Ilindue when they ran all 
. they want from the Hindiu where they are in a majority. In the Frontier 
Fronnce, Brnd and Belachistan Moelems are prepared to give weighta^e »o that the 
minontiea may take an intereat in the adminMtrntion of ihoae provincea. Similarly 
thev want the same proportion of wetfrhtage In Itomliay, MadraSy the U. P., Bihar 
and C. P. where the amalleat Hindu majority U 85 p. c. 

The Resolutions 

The priodpal resolutions passed unanimously were as follows 

*'Tbl8 Conference accords ite whole-hearted support to the resolutions passed at the 
Social Si^ssion of the Atl-India Muslim Cotifercnre bold at Dtdhi on April 5 and 6, 
1931 under the Presidentship of Maiilana Shaukut. Ali. This nnii’iing further 
demands that in the case of Betit^al the representation of Muslims in ait the leuiria- 
turcs should be separate electorate and iu the local Icgislaturca on the basis of 
popnlation. 

•*'rhis Conference urgM on the British Oor eminent and the Government of India 
that in view of the participation of the Congress in the next staire of the Round 
Table Conference the Muslim representation on the Conferetire and in the Federal 
Btructare (Jommittee and other committees should be strciiKthcned by the inelusion 
of such Muslims as are representative of the views of the overwhelming majority of 
the Mussaimans of India and command thi ir eoiifidonce. and partii'iilarly in view 
of the fact that the representation of the Beti^U Muslims at the Round Table Con- 
ference is inadequate and not commensurate with their importance the number of 
Muslim dele;;ites from Bengal should be incrc'ased. 

'This meeting declares that the so-called Muslim Nationalist Parly is in no sense 
representative of the Muslims of India, but is merely a part of the Coiiftrosa from 
wnich the overwhelmiuft majority of the Mussaimans have dissociated themselves.’* 

The Nswsb of Dacca and several other speakers addressed the meetinK* 

Amongst those present were Dr. Abdulla Siibrawardy. Dr. Bba’afat Ahmed KbsOy 
Mr. Abdul Ali, Mr. Tamis Uddiii Ahmed, Mr. Abdul Munsoory the Hon. 51r. Husssio 
Imam, Mr. Abdul CaFsim and Maulana Shafi Daudi. 


All Bengal Nationalist Muslim Conference 

FARlDPUR--27th. JUNE IgJl 

The first session of the All-Bengal ‘Nationalist Muslim Conference 5*!L. 

Faridpur on June 27 and 23 under the presidency of Dr. M, A. Ansari. Cnowdbury 
Moassem Hossain (Lai Mia), Chsirman of the Reception Committee, in the course 
of an impressive speech, recalled the fact that it was at Fandpur that the last 
message of that prince among patriots, Deshbandbu Das, was delivered to the nation. 
He compared the India of the past with the India of ihe^ present and laid stress on 
the ttomistskable indications which showed that a bright future was in store tor her. 
The attention of a wondering world has been fwussed on a wonderful pbenom^n 
that has takim place in India— in unarmed depressed nation fighting a powenui 
nation equipped with all the modern paraphernalia o* 

the leadwahipof Mahatma Gandhi, has given a new cre^ and pew faUh to the world 
—the world is watching with bated br -ith its wonderful 
He gave expression to the view that no 
and aspirarions of the^Indian nation could be evolved at t^ ” 
glee. 11 after Mahatma Gandhi had cl^rly pt^ented Ij^ia a ^ 

Bound Table Ooofereooe, a settlement could not be 

nolustifiable cla ims by the lesponsibility will be with Soglaod a. 
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The need of the hour, he uid, was to make up internal dilTerenoes. Moalims 
looked upon freedom as their rcliRion and so it was iraperatife upon all trao 
Muslims not to spare themselves in their sacrifices and sufferings to attain India’s 
freedom. ‘’India is our Motherland : India b the heaven of our thon^t and the 
bliss of our dreams. 

“I consider 8(;lf-8.acrifi<;e in the cause of India’s fretdom to be a religions duty. 
That is why I am beside myself when I think Hindus and Muslima fighting 
•shoulder to shoulder in the fight for the emanctMtioo of India. That is why I am 
not prepared to hesitate for one moment to sacrifiee individual or communal interest 
for the future of India. The time has come when we have got to forget all our 
differencoR and wrest from the hands of the English our right to love.” 

He strongly supported the system of joint electorate and said that Bengal Muslims 
had nothing to fear from siiuh a system. On the contrary, it will help tne Muslims 
to stand on their own legs. But to make this svstem a success the Muslim women 
should be given franchise as they are lagging behind in the field of politics. 


Presidential Address 

Presiding over the Conference Dr, M. A,%An8ari said 

I thank you sinocrely and not in terms of mere formality for having invited me 
to preside over your deliberations here to-day — deliberations which owing to the 
magnitude of the issues involved are far-rcaehing in their effect aud are destined to 
play a very prominent part in the making of the India of to-morrow. 

We have been pit.ssing through anxious times. I nciH) not recapitulate to yon here 
the details of the ncroic struggle that the piH>)>le of India in general and Bengal 
in particular, have Ixx^n carrying on for the last year. All of you are aware of it 
ana most of you who are present here must have taken part in iU It has elicited 
praise from friends and foes alike and has opened a new chapter in the history of 
the emancipation of India from foreign bondage. 

The contribution of our co-religionists in this fight may not have been qnite 
proportionate! to their glorious past, but in spite of the lack of political insight and 
the machinations of a few self-seeking and interested individuals, who have always 
been trying to give the community a wrong lead in the matter, their share in toe 
struggle is not negligible. The Frontier Mussalmans in particular by their heroic 
sufferings and pliant fight, have added lustre to the pages of the history of this 
great fight for freedom. 

“A Great Cultural Heritage*’ 


It is up to you now, to sec that the continuity of the great cultural heritage of 
the Mussalmans of India is not stopped or stunted in its growth by the* unhealthy, 
narrow, short-sighted and selfish activities of a group of armchair critics and inter- 
ested politicians who, without in the least acquainting themselves with the wishes of 
the Mussalmans pose as their true champions. 

You must hare been following the course of negotiations that have been going 
on between the Nationalist Muslim Partv and the other group of Mussalmans that 
calls itself by the name of the All-India Muslim Conference. You would 
pa^on me for a slight digression in order to expose the hollowness of the preten- 
sion of the All-lndia Muslim Conference and to show you the strength of the 
Nationalist Muslim Party and its representative character. No single group of 
Muslims is a representative of the Mussalmans of India to-day as the Nationalist 
nMuslim Party is. The composite elements that go to make up the All-India Muslims* 
Conference defy definition and if you remove tne members ot the All-India Muslim 
League, the Central Khilafat Committee you would find that the real men who go 
by wis name are an unknown quantity. Of its component parts the Muslim League 
has long ceased to be a reality. It exists only on paper. In its last aonual 
meeting at Allahabad it could not gather the requisite number of 75 to form the 
quorum. Tlie Central Khilafat Committee once so poweful, iu the country, is now 
but a shadow of its former self. It would, therefore, not be difficult lor you in 
these eircuoistances to decide which is the real representative group of the 
Mussalmana of India to-day. 

The National Muslim Party has its branches all over India. It has seven pro- 
Tincial and aeventyone district branches. It has held during the last few months 
fiamerons Profinaal and District Contonees and meetings ul OTcr the oonntry. Its 
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meittben namber ia thouaaads and ita last All* India Oonferenoe at Laekaow was 
repreaenutive gathering of Muaaaimana in reoent timet after 
the Khilafat mqrement. It had 019 delegatee repreacnting every province in India 
cpneiating of tried and elderly politieiana, barriaiera, pTeaders. journaliate. doctor!, 
Zemmdare, Baainesa men, Talakdara, Ulemaa, Mujtahida and men of U|^t and learning. 
JVe did not deairc any aeparute platform for ouraelvca till now. It would not hawe 
been neceaaary for na to do ao even now. had internal diaaenaione amonget Mneeal- 
uians not made it csacptial for uh to have a aeparatc platform. Our aims have all 
alone been the protection of the legitimate lights of MuaaalmanB and yet to fi^t 
the battle of India's freedom with our Hindu brethren. Our atrength ia the atreogUi 
of the Muslim iDieliigontaia baokinl by the Muslim masaes, and who can deny taa 
strength of the mass movetnent in India to-day 7 Cun you now for a aingle moment 


doubt our rep^entative capacity in India and bdieve the futile cry of IhM hastily 
grouped individuals of long defunct aociettci who fulnety claim to repreeent 
Muanm India in Government councils to-day 7 The Nationalist Muslim Party has 
ail through these months been trying to devise formulae whereby the two wings of 
the Muaiim community ehouid come to a comproiniae and close this diagraoefal 
wrangle over the minor question of electorates and the measure and methods of 
representation in the Federal and Provincial Legislatures when far greater issaes 
were awaiting solution and the froodorn of India was at stoke. The statement isaued 
by me recently in the press gives all the details of the last attempt at bringing 
abont peace and the causes of its failure. 

Since the issue of my statement at Simla on the 22nd instant, I have seen the 
statement made by Mr. Bhufl Daudi on behalf of the All-Parties Muslim Oonfnr- 
ence. As was expected, a clumsy attempt has been made to coufuso the issue and 
shift the blame for the failure of peace negotiations on us. As a matter of fact the 
last two formulae, as wc have stated, were given to both sides by H. U. the Nawmb 
of fihopel and they were under discussion for several days ou both sides. Whereas 
we had kept the door for negotiations open as intimated to tho other side through 
His Highness, the other party rcjocteu both the formulae in spite of pressure of 
some of their own influential members and refused to continue any further peace 
negotiations. The statement of Maulana Hasrat Mohani, a member of the AlbPartlee 
Muslim Conference, fully corroborates me. 

After the summary rejection of the last two formulae and refusal to oontioue 
further peace parleys, we had no other alternative but to close the chapter aod 
leave Simla. .... 

The resolution pissod at the All-India Nationalist Muslim Conference h^ld at 
Lucknow io April last, bears testimony to the fact that while in no way bartering 
away tbe vital iuterests of their community, the Nationalist Muslim party have kept 
aloft the ideal of greater unity among different communities iohabiting our ipother* 
ian^ which is essential for securing India’s freedom. . . ..... 

But the resolution which was passed at Lucknow was only the nnt half of toe 
resolution passed at tbe meeting held at Delhi on 18ih March. As we wm nego- 
tiating with the All-Parties Muslim Coiifercneo group, it was not considered wise to 
expose all our cards. To-day, I am placing before you the entire propoaals drafted 
at Delhi which in our opinion would solve the communal problem. It » I 


— » ••• VM.' OplnlOU nwi.*.. mavmwaf — , - ' - - — 

the i^nciples of democracy and nationalism— not the democracy and nationaliam ol 
tho Hindu Babha which is but a cloak to cover the aggr^sive oommuoaUrm of a 
majority, nor the militant communalism of tho All-Parties Muslim ^nferenee aM 
the Sikns, who deliver^ an ultimatum and desire complete surreute, however abenra 
their terms may be, however impossible of accomplishment and whatever injury taeir 
eeoeptanoe may do to tho cause of the country’s freedom. The proposals we m 
placing b^re you and through you before the country are based on m dmooram 
principle that a majority, however small or large, must not he miowed to be. 
convertiM into an equality or a majority, but must be pleqw • 

Potion ae to function ae a majority aod & ligitimate 
of ^ a minority should be removed by Jo»t qp? reenable 
wtoeh do not oat acroee the basis of responsibility and self-government, uere ate 

li**^55Sa?Joint electoratei with adalt eudrage should form the beeie of ropieiwi- 
wwon in tbe future oonstitution of India. -.SnArfiJn. Um thmn 

_ 2. (a) That with adult euffrage, roeervatipn.of seats 

^ pet oeat on tbe federal and provincial lemelatare ebould be permitted on tbe 
l®w^of DOfi^Ckm with tbe right to additional ^ 

(b) ths'piovineei where Muslims are in a minority of use tlian Zo per 

10 
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cent, leets shall be reserved for them on a population basis with the right to 
contest additional seats but in case other communities are given weightage, Mus- 
lims shall be similarly treated and the present vreightage enjoyed by them shall be 
maintained. 

(e) If adult franchise is not established, or iranchisc is not extended so as to 
refl^ the proportion of the population on the electoral n‘gistcr. in the Punjab and 
Ben^ seats shall be ‘reserved for the Muslims, until adult suifrage is established 
« or franchise is extended so as to reflect the proportion of population on the 
eleetoiml register, in such a manner that the Muslim innjortiy is not reduced to 
a position of minority or even of etiuality. 

That the representation of Muslims in the federal legislature shall be one-third of 
the reapMtive nouses. 

4. That all appointments shall be made by a Public Services Commission 
according to a minimum standard of eflicicucy, without at the same time d<‘priving 
-any community of its fair share in the services and that in tlic ense of the lower 
gTMe, no monopoly shall be permitted. 

5. That ill the* Federal and Provincial C.'abinct. Muslim iidorcsU shall be 
adequately recognised by moans of a convention agreed to by .nil fbe parties in 
the difTerent legislatures. 

6. That Sind shall be constituted into a Repuratc province. 

7. That the N. W. F. P rovince and i>i‘inchistari sludl have exactly the same 
form of Government and administriatioii as other provinces in Ihirish India. 

8. That the future constitution of the country shall lx* Veclcral and the residuary 
powers shall vest in the federating units. 

9. (a) That there shall be a provision of fnndamenlai rigld.s in the constitution 
guaranteeing to all the citizens the protection of tlieir cultures, language, script, 
education, profession and practice of religious endowment h and economic interests. 

(b) That the fundamental rights atid personal laws shall i)c eliectively piotcctcU 
by specific provision to be embodied in the constitution. 

(e) That there shall be no change in the constitution so far ns fundamental 
rights are concerned except with the concurrence of a three- fourth majoriry of 
era House of the Federal licgislaturc. 

We could for instance never agree to any proposal that would reduce Mussab 
roaos^ where th^ are in a majority, to the position of u minority or leave the 
Muslim population where it is in a minority without necessary StafeguardH at the 
mercy of a hostile majority. It would be neither fair play nor sound politics. 1 
would go further and assert that iirovisions tor the protection of the just rights of 
minority is as basic a principle of dcmocmey a.s provision for the proper functioning 
of the rule of a majority. The Muslims in lieng.il and Punjab should never 
be made to sacrifice their majorities, and the F. I*, and llibar Muslims must 
remain fortified with the conviction that the treat tnent im^ted out to them 
bj the Hindu majorities shall not be worse than what the Jiindn minori- 
ties would expect to receive in the provinct^'s where i he Muslims arc in majority. 
Once this proposition is clearly understood all rccrimimitions, all scrambles for the 
loaves and fishes of office and for scats in the legislatures would disappear and give 
place to a manly confidence and a spirit of healthy com}K'litioii, which would ulti- 
mately change the entire outlook in so far rs inter-coinmiinal relations in India 
are concemra. But the bonighitxl Knights of Bengal and Punjab would deliberately 
ignore this position and create a false alarm by ruisiiig the cry of “Jslam-in-dangcr. ’ 
They would much rather let the Muslim majorities in Bengal and Punjfd) be 
converted into minorities for the sake of securing si'pamtc electorates fhaii come 
wround to the rational view point pressed by those Muslims who have always stood 
for nationalism, demoracy, the unfettered rule of a majority and the protection of 
the just rights of minority, who have elected to suflTcr for their convictions aud 
who have not allowed themselves to be obsessed by the fallacious arguments 
advanced to stampede the Indian Muslim into playing the despicable role of a 
coward and an impediment in the path of his counti^’s frraom. 

In a apeech in the Minorities Gomroittoc of the last Round Tabic Conference 
one of these gallant champions of Muslim rights made proposals on behalf of the 
Mualima nrewot there and characterised them as a great offer by a community to 
the matoty eomnunitv of India. The spirit underlying the offer is in agreement with 
the attitude of All-India Muslim Conference Party adopted recently at 8imla to- 
wards the sdlttkm of the inter-eommunal angle, althou^ 1 am informed r^iably that 
the giillant Knight himself pressed bard for a compromise. I an quoting from the 
report of the apera in the proceedings of the Minorities Snb-COmmittee. 
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^in number of setts in the whole House, and should have the li£^y to oontoit 

” proposed to croateiu that provitM; in so to 
concerii«i the Mussalmans should continue to enjoy 
electorates, similar 

rSS- • *u®^* V*' brethren in Sind; and to oiir Hindu and Sikh w5- 

^xen in the North-West Frontier Province. If, at any time hereafter two-thirda of 
of nny Mmmanity in any Provincia][ Le<^slatirc Oonucil or in thn 
9?*^”®*] ^*^?**^® 1® lt*vc up communal elcctoinites and to accept 
Ikcrcafter the Fiystem of joint electorates should come into 

"And he concluded with the foliowinp; words :■— 
will proiwsals 1 have made in Benpal will be ihnt the MnsHslmans 

nnnnil?!?? ^ Permanent minority, all hoii^rh they ronstitiite a majority of the 

population. Ihc special constituencies which it is proposed to set up in that Pre- 
Hidenw are such that the .Miissalniana cim hope at the ImwI to seciin* only one seat 
out Of these special constitiiiincics and that is the Dacca Universitv scat. ’That is a 
mere iwssibility : even that is not a certainly. So that the Miissafnians will remain 
in a permanent minonfy in the Province. And in the Piiiijab they have a possibi- 
liiy of securing; two seats thiou;rh the spwdal constituencies and thus have a roaio- 
ntv of one, provided they siiccmlcd in securing those two seatK.” 

n iiivolvid ill the nroposal is Kreiit, jfrenter perhaps than ever 

realised by the mover fort lie position of these nrovirifcs in the scheme adumbrated 
by him p.articularly timt of Bcn'^al is unthinkable cither to th« Muslims of India or 
their true rcpreseiiiativts, the Xationalist Muslim Party, who have always fouirlit for 
the just rights of the people and Provinces of India. J is 

tTenikinen, it would be permissible to ask this gallant Knight of the land of the 
five rivers what gn‘at wrong yon people of llengal had doiu* him or those bolding 
his political views to merit the inloriur position of a minority in a province where 
your nuraeneal strength, your glorious history in the past, and your Icgitimat-e aapl- 
rations for the future has nghlly given you a place of honour. *It virtually meana 
that you surrender all your consiitiitional rights and privileges and ngroo to remain 
in a * perpetual minority" because it serviii the selfish iutcrcsts of the so-called repre- 
sentatives of thn Mu.ssalmans, noiniaated by thn Indian (Government to the lait 
Kound Tabic Confernnee. 


Therefore, the Nationalist Muslim Party after lh(? bitter es)ieriGnce of 
separate electorates for the past twenty years, and with due regard to the 
constitutional advance of the country as a whole, has come to the conclusion that 
it IS in the interests of the MusIimH of India that ’ Joint Klectoratc with adult 
franchise” should be the basis of roprc-ciitation in the future constitution of India. 
It IS only on these lines that you can live up to your glorious past and can 
remain as free citizens of a free India. Wc want freraom. Wc do not want lo be 
slaves either of the w’hite men or of the brown men. Wc stand for democracy 
which j.sonly possible if we revolt, against everything which prevents the healthy 
Ki^'vvth and development of NuiioimliKin. It is only possible when there is peace 
and harmony between the two comraiiniiics. 1 am confident that it is only achievable 
if you adopt the principles which the Nationalist Muslim Party have piacod b^orc 
you, which will make you successful in iiinintaiiiing the peace and harmony so 
essential for the growth and development of any community. Not only that, but 
yon will fully enjoy the benellt.s of responsible Government in your Province which 
otherwise you can not if you chose to remain in a perpetual minority, l^e system 
of joint electorates liascd on adult fraiichi.se or a franchise which reflects the 


proportion of a population on the electoral roll arc the only means to lead you to 
happiness and prosperity. Hy widening the franchise you will at once give a death 
blow to commuualism and destroy the communal mentality. Under the system a 
member of one community will be comnellod to approach the voters of the other 
community if he wanted to lie rctiirnea to the legislature. Having gone there on 
joint votes he cannot aflbrd to work on any line but national. In a House re- 
turned on joint electorate with universal aaiilt sufTraixe the party divisioos will bo 
not M communal lines but on a jiolitical and economic bohis. 

Economic salvation com(« in the wake of political consciousness. If the Muslims 
do not org^isc themselves politically oti nationalist lines, it is feared, their 
POB^on and power dull be underminra by their desire to depend on artifleial sale- 
Roaids and privileges. We hare seen how political consciousness and good organi- 
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Mtion bu hdped you io m«Ui» yoar ioflaenee felt in (he hnt eleeUon to the 
local bodies. What is true of Bmaal to-dar riutll equally be true of the Bengal of 
^moCTow provided your organised and inoependent efforts continue in the right 
direction. This alone can make you reap a good harrest in a free India and make 
TOU ignore the favours doled out to you by your forel<^:n rulers. Bengal and Benga- 
lis have ^n the totch-bearers of political freedom in India and I would like yon, as 
Jhe premier Muslim province, to give the right lead to Mussalmans. 

1 would urge you to rise to the occasion and acquit yourselves as true sons of 
Islam. Cries like "Minorities in Danger” and ^Islam in Danger” should not make 
you pimicky. Mussalmans are brave people. They are generous to their neighbours. 
Islam has not taught you to live under a foreign yoke. It made you free thirteen 
hundred years back. You have forced these fetters of slavery on yourselves. Shake 
them ofl and go down to history as the liberators of India. 

Resoluliont 

After condolence resolutions on the deaths of Pandit Matilal Nehru, Moiilana 
Mohamed Ali, Maharaja of Mahmudabad, Moulana Mazhrul Haque, Moulana Shah 
AMul Alam, and Mouivi Muhammad Zan of Gaibandha were adopted, several reso- 
lutions were (lASsed by the conference on the next day, the 28th, June, the most 
important among them being the following 

“That in the opinion of the All-Bengal Nationalist Moslem Conference the follow- 
ing proposals do constitute a satisfactory and just solution of the communal 
question : 

(1) That joint electorate with adult suffrage or suffrage based on payment of 
any amount of revenue, rent, cess or tax should form the basis of representation in 
the futore constitution of India but if adult suffrage is not established, then fran- 
chise should be so extended as to include all persons paying any amount of tax, 
rent, cess or revenue. 

(a) That with adult suffrage, reservation of seals only for minorities of less 
wan 25 p. c. in the Federal and Provincial Legislatures should be permitted on the 
basis ofjjMpulation with the right to contest additional seats. 

(b) That the provinces where Muslims arc in a minority of less than 25 p.c. 
■wjs shall be reserved for them on a population basis with the right to contest 
raditional seats but in case other communities are given weightnge, Muslims shall 
^ treated and the present weightage enjoyed by them shall be maintained. 

(o) ^at the representations of the Muslims in the Federal Legislature shall be 
one-third of the resp^tive bouses. 

(4) That all appointments shall be made by a Public Service Commission accord- 
ing to a minimum standard of eflScicncy, without at the same time depriving any 
community of its fair share io the services and that in the case of lower graae no 
monopoly Wall be permitted. 

(5) That in the Federal and Froviucial cabinets. Muslim interests shall be ade- 

weans of a convention agreed to by all the parties in the 

(6) That Sind shall be constituted into a separate province. 

(7) That the N. W. F, Province and Beluchistan shall have exactly the same 
orm of Government and administration as of other provinces in British India. 

(8) That the future constitution of the country shall be federal and the residuary 
powen shall rest in the federating units. 

# (9) (a) That there shall be a provision of fundamental rights in the constitution 
guaranteeing to all the citizens the protection of their culture, language, script, edu- 
cation, preaession and practice of religion, religious endowments and economic 
mteresta. 

(b) That the fundamental rights and personal laws shall be eftectively : protected 
by specific provision to be embodied in the constitution. 

(c) Thai there shall be no change in the constitotion so far as fondamental 
iWpils m concerned except with the concurrence of a four-fifth muority of house 
of the Federal Leodtlttuie. 

>10) ThW UBW the Federal CoDstitutfon (a) there shall be no special oonsti- 
tueoqy for the Pkoviadal I^slalure and (b) no second chiunbn In the province.” 





ai8 1SE HINDU 6ABHA OONfHBEKOEB t labok 

in **y of SwMtj. It is alnsdy kaowa to yoo that all that evcqr Hinda, jonaK 
w*t wants it Bwaraija. Is it not a iaet ? (Voioea : Oeftaialy &1 of ut want 
Bwarajya). Of oonne Swarajyn is wery neeesssrj lor nsa We are snfferini: losses 
m innaiDepi,ble ways in every minute of our life without having Swarajya. All the 
Hiows, Muslims and Sikhs should couibine to get Swanj. Dis-nnity must be re- 
mov^ There should be no quarrels among ua. How can a eait more if one of 
Its wheels is broken ? Differences of opinion there will always be. But no commu- 
nity^ould give up peace and thooghttulness. 

Proceed calmly and peacefully, and wi^ mutnal understanding. If there arc 
diffemnces, this docs not mean that there should be enmity between the two com- 
raunities. Sit together and explain things to each other. Juatlco is bound to win 
in the long run. The problem of unity must be decided one way, whether it is 
deeidra to-morrow, within two years or within ten years, but a decision there is 
bound to be. The Hindus and Hahomedans have to live peacefully after all. You 
Will say : “We are ready, but the Mahomedaus are not rmy for it. They do not 
a^ee to anything*'.. Do not despair. Go on explaining. You will certainly succeed. 
There is hope as long as there is life. A deceased person is not left over unless he 
dies. If any community does not agree to your view, do not give up loving them. 
Ood has bestowed upon us not only bodies, but also intelligence. Without intelli- 
gence, we will be worse than animals. Therefore discuss and explain. If justice is 
on your side, you will certainly win. If the other party is right.^ then you will have 
to agree to their demands. Kwp your mind open, go on explaining your point of 
view. India belongs to the Hindus, the MahoraedanB, the Bikhs. the ' Parsis and 
others. No single community can rub over the rest. Your band has five fingers. 
If you put off the thumb, the power of your hand will be reduced to one-tenth of 

Its original power. Act in such a way that all may unite. If there is a village in 

which the jiopulation coiiRists of all Ifindus and only one Mahommedan lives there 
we latter should live in such a way that be may hai»e no fear from the Hindus. 

He should be confident that his brothers can never injure him and will always pro- 

tect his life, bis property and the honour of ladies ana ‘vice versa’. Let there l>c 
mutual trust. We will have to make such a law and such 8 constitution that no- 
body may be afraid of anyone else in the country in whatever circumstances ho be 
placed. When we succeed in doing so there will he no questions of majority or 
minority. I again repeat": Go on cliHcussing and explaining. Never say, “Now we 
mak. Never say ‘‘die”. One day’s fight brings permanent loss to the country. It 
Imngs disgrace upon ua. If one lady is teased in our country, wc shonld think 
that Mother India Las been teased or molested. 

We hear that in Euro]ie any girl can go from one end to the other without 
Ming molested by anybody. Ixjt that time come in our country. Brothers and 
Bisters, keep this picture orfore your friend. You arc men, there is God’s light 
wiimin you. Have reliance upon yourselves. Unite among yourselves not to attack 
others but to defend yourselves, ! never to tease anybody else. Stick to justice : 
Mwer will be engendcr<*d within you. Remove your fears. Tuc other party is 
bound to be influenced by your fearlessness. 

Gentlemen, we are passing through very critical times, ft is very easy to create 
feuda. It is difficult to unite. 

It is good to stick to one’s own tights, but do it with peace. We are ail 
asMmed to hear of Hindu-Muslim quarrels. Love cacii other, have mutual 
imdwatimding. I need not ^ take more of your time. It you will do the work of 
J"® Hindu Sabha in this spirit you will please your own soul and you will please 


The Working Commitlee on Constitutional Reforms 

fu ^0 Working Committee of the Hiodu M* adopted the 

following atatement on the queation of Ck>astitutional reforms : — 

l&dii Mahasabha deairca to point out that it has, throughout and consis-'. 

* Msition which la strictly national on the communal iaaue. ft 
beliem tm no fonn of national responsible self-government which India is atraggl- 
ing to achieve and which England it pledeed to agree to, is compatible with sept - 
xm minmam eMptorsM or representation in the l^slature and administration 
woieli xnnetion for the general good and soealar wdl-being of .the oonntxy as a 
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wkol& It is impired to Merifice and otpeett other oomaiioltiet to iterUlee, 
oommaiMl eooeideratlons to build op Boch iteponBible ROferaineDt, which ceo be 
woilBed only by a miniitry of persoDt comiog toiakher aa bekNiging to the aane 
polUieal pany and not neocBaarily to the anne creed, ao that ttreement on pnblio 
qoeatioiia, economic, eocial and political ahould be the baaia of motnal confidence 
and co-operation. The poaition of the Hindo Mabaaabha ia embodied in the follow- 
ing piqmitioiio 

1. There ahoold be one common electoral roll conaiating of rotera of all com- 
monitiea and creeda aa citiaena and nationaia of the aame Stale. 

2. There ahould not be any eeparate communal electorate, that ia, grouping of 
Totera rdimn in community cooatittienciea. 

3. There ahould not be any reaerfation of aeata for any religiona oommnnity aa 
andi in the legialaturaa. 

4. There ahould not be any weightage given to any community aa it can be done 
only at the eipenae of the other eomoiuniticfi. 

6. The franchise should be uniform for ail communities in the aame province. 

The franchise ahould lie unifrom all over India for the Centnl or Federal 

Lei^latnre. 

7. There ahould be atatntory aafeguarda for the protection of, minoriUea in 

regard to their language, religion and racial laws and cuatoma aa franmd by the 
hBUViit of Nations on the proposala of its original membera including India and 
His fifaMy’a Government and now enforced in many a State of reconatrueted 
Europe mefuding Turkey. 

8. There ahould be no question of the protection of mi^rkiea in any form. 

9. There ahould not be any alteration of exiating boundTtriee of provtneea without 
expert examination of linguistic, adminiatrative, financial, atrategle and other 
eon^dentiona involved by a Boundaries Gommiaaion to be tpedally appointed for 

****lJ’Tn*Sie piopoaed Frferation icMdpary powefi iwt with tha (kntMt 

or fpdond GovemnMnt for the unity and w^-bong o( In&pM n^whple. 

11. DiflhniKsen of religion, creed or coofomon nhdl not “T 

nnthmal in nuttem rdeting to the enjoyment of ewle or ^tienl ^tn^, far 
iQ public employment, lunctiona and nononra, or tae exeiclat of 
profeieioai end trice. 


The Pmiab & Frontier ffinda Coahieice 

“A cumm««*l eonathution ia a negatioo of dgnocracy ^ ^en- 

ment The position of Hindu Halml^ hm all along 

the Pnokb weaie in a nrinority and with the ■ggrcseive and biy>^ rnwrianty a 

whole, inolading ouraelvee, would be a great gainer in t^ iCSlJLlS^Sd 

on the Mb. JTim in the afternoon in the D. A. V. Collcp toil ijmwe w^ wna- 
pecked to oveSowding with delegate; and 
The Oonfo^ce opimed. fo 
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■aid the Hon. Rai^Bahadur Ramsarandas^ Ghaiman of the Beoeption Committee in 
welcoming the delet^aies. 

He eaid there was nothing to show that the ides ol oommunalism did not 
originate with British Officials and therefore the responsibility lay with the British 
Government of abolishing communal representation if there was a nnaine desire on 
their part to redeem the pledge given in the Phrliameutary declaration of 1017. 
Under the scheme of dyarchy there was the official block and its presence in coun- 
cils prevented to a great extent the harm which separate electorates might do to the 
minorities. It was no means on the part of nationalists to demand Uiat there 
should be a board of arbitration set op, consisting of nominees of the League of 
Nations conversant with minority problems, as they existed in the modem Btates of 
Europe. 

Concluding he said that hitherto the most important, influential and best orga- 
nised political body, namely, the Congress, had refrained from taking part in the 
framing of the future constitution. *'We now nope that this abstention wifi no lon- 
ger continue. 

Presidential Address 

Bhai Parmanand, President, in the course of his address said : “It is a 
great pity that Mr. Gandhi and nis friends in counsel do not, or cannot, realise 
the scrionsness of the situation. Th^ talk about this matter very light-heartedly 
when they say that they are prepared to give blank cheques to Manomedan leaders 
provided their demands are unanimous. The Punjab Muslims continued to insist on 
their demands. The only change that has come during the last month is the pro- 
posal put forth by the Nationalist Muslim Conference at Lucknow. It slightly modi- 
fies the position taken up by the Mahomedans, so far as it scents tbs system of 
joint electorates, but does not allow the Hindu minority of the Punjab, because it is 
less than thirty per cent, to claim for reservation of scats and further rights to con- 
test the general constituencies. I do not think the Hindus can tolerate this diflerential 
treatment. They have alwaya stood on pnrely nationalistic ground and b^ood this, 
if any concessions are made to the Muslim minorities, the Hindus ahoula certainly 
want a uniform principle and demand similar concessions for themselves in their 
province and in case the Mahomedans do not consent two any of the above two 
alternatives, then we should support the Sikh proposal of partitioning the Punjab 
into two, rather than three diflerent parts.’* 

Bderring to the Muslim demand lor continuation of communal representation for 
a further period after which it should be abolished the President said : —I think this 
kind of makeshift would be a source of flreater trouble; The love of oommunalism 
is Just like the habit of taking opium. You can't cure an opium eater of his 
habit by giving him a greater dose of opium. Any yielding to communal desires 
would ne ponnng oil over burning fire.’’ 

He suggeated that the five regularly administered districts of the N. W. F. Pro- 
vince bemg placed on the road to responsible Government should be placed on s 
f^hig of financial indqiendence in the same way in which other provinces of the 
Gonnt^ are. The new province should be raised to the status of a frontier agency 
and placed directly under the control of the Govemor-General-in-Oouncil. All ex- 
pend&ure under omings of defence, formgn policy and control of tribes should be 
under oentrsl subject and be home by the Owtrai Government, the same person may 
be the Governor and the Agent, but the two areas sbodd be treated as quite distinct 
ftom each other. 

Resolwlions 


The Conference met again on the next day, the lOih. May, to discuss reso- 
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Ithni I^imsiiand, President of the Conference, who felt keenly over pntitionins; 
tlie 1 unjnb into thrw parts in qnlcr to croate bulani^ of power between the three 
rnmninnitios inhabiting the i'linjah. ]>ressed for sunh resolution at the Sdubje^ 
('onsmittec. but nftcr two hours' discussion and at the request of Dr. Mooojeu 
dropped the matter for the present. 

SIX rcsoliitioiiB were moved from the ehair including a condolence resolution 
deploring tpe dea^is o£^ Pandiu Motilal Xchm. Oanesh Sankar Vidyarthi and 
Devrattnii Sharina. Jtesoliitions whole-heartedly welcoming the Gandhi- Irwin Agreement 
and oqngratulating Mr. («niidhi aifd Ixird Irwin for initiating a policy of mutual 
reconciliation and good-will and ti listing that the people and the Qoreriimeot would 
carry out the Agreement under all eircumstanccs and appointing a committee of ae?ea 
gentlemen to explain, distmss and negotiate with (Taiiuhiji the position of minorities 
in the Punj.ab Irontier and Hind with Hhai Parmniiand ns convener were passed. 

ELKCTOnATF-S QvrsTioN. 

The most iQij[>orfant resolution of the Conference was about communal re- 
presentation and joint elcc'toraiO'*. It ran as follows 

I'Xhis Conference is oppostMl to separate electorates us being incompatible with 
nationalism and ucmoeratic form of government. If open elections with joint electorates 
without reservation of scats for any community are introduced all over fndia. this Oou- 
fcrcnce will welcome this system of election in the interests of the nation as a whole 
though, Hindus ns a niiiiority community, will siid'cr. Failing the above, the Conference 
will be satisfied if ii general rule is adopted for reserving loats for all minorities in each 
province on the basis of popular ion or voting strength whichever is favourable to 
them, with power to contest additiuiial scuts in joint electorates. Failing these the 
whole minority question slionM bo referred to the l.fcague of Nations for decision.” 

The resolution reccive<l the siipiiort of majority of the delegates who welcorjed 
the idea of referring the mutter to the J^iague of Nationa. Only one dalsgato 
opposed the latter idea and condemned the mentality -of referring internal diaputea 
to outside powers. He siiggcstod that thi^ minority question be referred to Mahatma 
Gandhi whose arbitration the Hindus should accept. There was an outburst of ieeling 
against his suggestion. Dr. C«okul Chand Naratig then addressed the gathering at 
this stage. He also strongly coiidomned the system of cominunal repreientation 
and separate electorates and wnnniv welcomed the idea of referring the minority 
fiuestion to the League of Nations. 'Tlic lesolution being put to vote was passed by 
an overwhcliiiiug majority. 

8i:rAU.\ riox or Si.xi> 


Professor Cliablani then moved a lengthy resolution protesting against the 
proposal of separating fijimd from the Lombiiy Presidency. In his speech, he pointed 
out the hollowness of the demand tor the separation of bind which, he said, had been 
got up by certain politicians. He said ibat the Hindus of 6ind had uiiiformlv con- 
demned the demand and expressed tboir strong indignaUon against ccruiu nollticians 
making ISind a pawn in the Hindu-Miisbm uegotiatioos outside bind and he hoped 
the every true nationalist would oppose the creacion of a new province with a view to 
give majority to any particular communitv and considered the present time most 
inopportune for it. * From the economic point of view, he said the proposal was 
very unsound as it would not only lead to a crushing burden of UutatiM tor them 
in a period of unprecedented depressioa in trade, agriculture and iudutlry, but 
would also deprive the backward, ignorant and fanatical population of many edu^ 
tioual, political, and economic bcnetits of associatiouf which they had bwo enjo^ng for 
the Lilt eighty years. The resolution was supported by two oiud and two ruujaoi 
deligates and passed amidst acclamatioo. 

Repbesentatiox At b. t. c. 

The Conference then passed auother resolution ioviting the attention of the Vice- 
roy to the deiirabiiiiy of uominatiug to the Round Table Conference im adttquate num- 
ber of accredited representatives of Hindu iSabhos ud ot^r parwci^l^ 

^hoee repreeenting Hindu minoriiies i» the Funjab, bind and Frontier Province aM 
requeating that Uie glaring iujuhtice done *o the Hindus in the province in woicn 
wy were in a miuoriiy be redressd as soon as possible. fk-i- ikm 

Akmnt pobiic services, ibe Conference auop^ a resolution 
he no communal representation in public 
of ail racea. and creeds and filled by open compeutaon oa the basis ot mem. 
OoBleRnoeUien concluded. 


iX 


PROVINCIAL POLITICAL CONFERENCES 
Tk 0. P. PtKlkil Cogfemm 

The U. P. Political Conference opened its session at Mirzapore on the 2nd, May 
the presidency of Mr, T, A, K, Sherwani in a spacions and tascfally 
decorated pandw with ^Bandeniataram’ and national sonj^s siine school airis 
After the Reo^ion Oommittee Chairman's speech had been read, Mr. Sherwani rose 
amidst cries of slogans to delirer the preiidential mhhej»9 and s|K>ke as follows 

*1 am dnly gratefnl to yon for the confidence yon hare plac^ in me by selecting 
me to preside o?er yonr deliberations at sneh an important juncture when the whole 
country is full of anxiety and doubt as to the course wiiich events may take 
in the near future. I responded to your short notice because I hare realised in our 
pnmt struggle that in theie provinces the national conscionsness has fully awakened 
and you do not stand so much in need of any gnidance. There were periods in our 
•tmggic when all thoce who were supposed to guide the movement were locked up ; 
•till the movement went on as efficiently as ever.* 

Proceeding, he said : *A11 of yon know that during the last few months we have 
been most cruellv treated by the hidden hand of destiny by simtcbing from us for 
ever the three of the best sons of the soil. In Pandit Motitai Nehru we have not 
only loat a great leader but a gallant warrior, n clean fighter, and a most loving 
friend. His unabated energy, nis unparalleled straightforwardness, his marvellous 
loreahj^t. hie unbounded love, his unequalled hospitality, his best taste, his moat 
neat inmour and his hearty kug^ were w'oiiders to those who had the good fortune 
of coming into contact with him. I cannot resist the temptation of sharing with 

J on whal he said only a fortnight before his deatk On that memorable night of 
an. tl when we^ membere of the then Working Committee, were discussing with 
him the resolution which we proposed on the speech of the Prime Minister, he said, 
*11 nobody would fight, I will leave my death bed and fight singic-lianded.* He went 
on discussing tilt late in the night and his temperatnre which was sub-normal 
fuddenly went up. I told him that k was the resnlt of such hot discussion. He in 
hia usual way smilingly replied that if yon people want to keep my temperature down, 
keep yonr temperature up; Friends, this great patriot is gone bat he has left the 
p ri e el sas legacy for the nation in his son. Pandit Jawaharlai Nehrir. 

*1 also menm the lose of my political gurnj the lamented Maulana Bilahomed Alt 
whose undaunted spirit, courage at conviction, unrivalled enthasiasm, excellent wit 
aad ehokcct diction shml ever be remembered by all of ns. Some people carry a 
wrong impreseion abont Mhnlana Mahomed AU that towards the end he swerved 
from the path of nationalism. He had, no doubt, his own differences with us but 1 
assure those who are under this misapprehension that he died a greater nationalist 
than many of those who doubted his nationalism. It is not only my opinion bat 1 
have also seen some oorrespoodence which confirmed mo in my opinion. The corres- 
poodenee was shown to me in confidence and before I disclose the contents I ask 
ilml gentleman for the first time from this platform to pnblish it as by keeping it 
haek Iw will do the greatest iniustice to the departed soul and greatest disservice to 
the country. I, however, may tell you the gist of his one letter which he wrote to 
the Khilafat Committee as its Presraent. In that letter he said : *T wish you had 
fought shoulder to shoulder with the Congress but since I am going to England I 
ask you never to put any obstacle in my absence in the way of those who are 
a giRtin g tlm battle of f ree dom for India . 

The third loee which all ns deeply mouru is that of Pandit Ganesh Shanto 
VidyaitliL He lived all his life a true ^tyagrabi and died as a true Satysgrahi. 
Hie na left a most noUe example by dying in saving the lives of others. It is the 
moot enviable death and my sentiments are that I would consider it the happiest 
end if I die in saving the life or lives of my Hindu brethren. I offbr my 
mopeetful eondoleooe to all the three bereaved families as well as those familim 
whose membere have died in the cause of the Motherland. . 

Oontinning he said : *I congratulate you and throngh you all the workers ot 
these provineee for the splendid works and big sacrifices >oa and they have 
during the ten months the country fonght the oattie of non-violent oon-cooperation. 
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?jy-***PI^* ^o®******* ot theae praWnow PtnoiMlIy, I wmU 

1 7*t u ® « fhare were taken by the youth of the eouutiy ; 

but I hope and trust the youth, especially the student community, will takniU 
fW this strugjcle wo have proved beyond queatai 

to toe world that violence cun bo conquered by non-violence ; and thus have taken 
^ *** stopping the exploitation of weaker nations by the atrony onea* We 

will, 1 hope, eacvcerfally teach -to the exponenu of modem oirttiMUon that tU 
tml (raaraiitce for the fatorc does not lie io eombioatioss, poola a nd Ueatiet hot fit 
moni disarmaments and to make the human race happier tncy must put an end to 
their greed and also to their fanatical charn'cnism calira "the wnite man’a boiden.' 

Inferring to Sardar llhagat Singh. Sukhdeo and Rajguru the pieaident said : *Let 
118 hope tlu'ir^ example will evoke the spirit of self-saeriHce in the youth of the 
country but their incthoii will not at all lie followed and the Congreaa after the 
suMicsB it achieved will bo nitowrd to follow its vonrae of non-vioieooe 

unhampered by the occasional outburbts of violence. 1 admit to you frankly that 

More 1930 1 ^k to non-violence only ns a matter of policy but the last airugglo 

has fully convinml me that not only the best but the surest way to g^ Indiame 
is through non-violcncc. Tboir exivattion bns once more brouimt home to na our 

iittor helplessness, the entire country put together could not save tlm life of theae 
three.’ 

As regards the Cinndbi-lrwiii pact. Mr. t<hcr\vani said : The (vandhi-Irwin pact baa 
been ratified by the country at Karachi. 1 do not want to waste your time on the 
merits or demerits of the case. NVhat 1 want to say is this that our discipline was i* 

S etter wonder than our s:ioiitic(*s. Many pi'ople not only thought but were enra 
at this pact ivill break up the Congress and tbo left wing or the Ooogieae will 
lie absolutely isolated, but to-day we see that the Oongrets is more aolidlj united 
than it was ever before, and the left wing, if there is any left wing in the Oongiesa, 
commands grcattir contidonce of the people to-day. 

Proceeding further the prosidont said : *Evcry one of us who took part in the 
struggle knows that during this t^riod of ten months all possible efforts were made 
and the intcrcstid imtsoiis did not leave any stone untuniLd to bring abont a elash 
between the two sister coinmuniHes but so long as the Congress nod eootrol over 
the people, the whole inischicvons and well-organised propaganda IsHed but as soon 
as our activities were relaxed the demon of eomniauaiism had begun to show its 
h^dc We as Indians hang our head low in shame whcii wc sec barbarities com- 
mitted by the individuals of thi>se two great communities iipoa each other id 
Benares and Caw n pore. Of cotii>(\ Agrn pales into insign iAcance after Benarea and 
Gawnpore. 1 am further tiaiiied to recollect that the fair name of tbia your 

diatrict. which was an c.xaniple for communal harmony, has been blackened by tht 
fanaticism of a few of its individuals. 1 implore you, the workers of the Oongiess. 
never to bo off your guard so far as this demon is concerned, the biggest eoemy m 
the country ; even bigger than foreign burcoucracy is this oqmmuaalisiB. I sssurs 
yon with all the emphasis at luy command that wc conoot win the rsol nesdom so 
long as there is even a tinge of comiuunulisro in the country. I bow in uvery 
country national awakening is followed by naiTow patriotism which is bound to 
foster comiuunalism and coromuunliwn is the inevitable coaseanence of m>M 
niovement. It starts as an antidote but itself becomes a meDaee« lor communtliim 
in one community tends to awaken coromuualism in all the (rarroundiDg eommimi* 
ties and soon becomes an epidemic, of the worst typ& I omure you, brotlier 

delegates, that religion has pot nothing to do with this btie lostinet m hamao 
nature because I benevt that bigotry in religion is a, degr^ioo of a lofty idM 
It is only a stale of reactionary mind which starts with tlie Juatificatm toot hia 
activities in the direction are based on the love of his own community, but this love 
of bis own community is soon converted into hatred for the other oommunity ana 

not love but hatred becomes the normal f^turc.^ 

. Each eommunalist movement deludes itself into the belief that it cany w 
Its activities wit^ut provoking reaction in another community : om wM ooiM^ 
ualism Is certainly an attitude of suspicion of one community towms fm otoer or 
ot^, it cannot iiiil to evoke suspicion in others. One VffSJSffSE 

naiirt attitiHb, the otben we obliged to Ml(m »n it» fooUtepe oad tho 

itoult it violence both in thought and deed of all the commiuirtm 

commnnaliiun is not only wicked but stupid, and tM is worse 
wiekednen. Either a community must dominstc the communi ty or By » 
petoe witli them, lie former in the long run iO history 
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tbnvfera the letter ie the only altemaHre. Look at comaianaliem from any pmot 
of vieir ; at ift best it it a policy of destitation and all of yoa know that if it 
helps any body it helpH the Bclf-aecker. the utiscropulous and the degenerate 
n^apaper proprietor. Gommanalism has in it all the seeds of ▼iolenee and when 
▼iolence breaks ont they, instead of blaming themselves for their own creation, most 
wickedly pnt the blame on the non-commnnalists by putting forward eommnnal 
bickering as an example for justification of their policy. However, it is the first 
Mid foremost dnty of all Congressmen who profess and .preach non-violence to 
make up their mind once for all to destroy communalism root and branch. 

, 1 may be here permitted to say a word to my Hindu brethren and, knowing my 
views at they do, I ho|M they will take it in the spirit in which it is uttered. Com- 
monalism in a minority may be based on snspicioii but communalism in a 
majority may be the outcome of hatred. The hatred may have been excited by 
justifiable or unjustifiable suapicion but hatred is hatred whatever may be the cause. 

Before leaving the subject 1 must say a word to my own community. I have 
given my most anxiou? thought to this problem and the more I think the more 
oonvinora I become that the separatist policy pursued by the Mussalmnas has got 
a great deal to do with the spirit of communalism prevailing in the country. You 
have tried this policy for the last 20 years and you have seen the result ; the com- 
munities instead of coming together have driftetl far apart. Distrust can never be- 
get trust. Safeguards are not the cure and even if they are a cure, the best safeguard 
IS the goodwill of the sister community which you can only secure by making 
a common cause with them. The lewards of every coinronnity will be judged by 
the sacrifices it makes and not by the uproar which the votaries of separatist policy 
suggest. The sdvice to remain aloof from the struggle till you get your rights 
acknowledged is just like the silly advice to put your arm in a sling till it gets 
stronger. 

*Jaot think what Ckingrcss means to do once put in power. ' Here Mr. Sherwani 
explained in detail the Congreiis resolution regarding the programme of Swaraj 
and said : 'Personally 1 do not quite i^rec with certain details of the resolution, for 
instance, I do not quite see the utility of retaining the uneconomic holdings 
so as to mske them free of rent, ns in these provinces (]uitc a big proportion of 
holdings are so small that they are uneconomic and if they are made rent free it 
will be an irreparable loss to the revenue of the province. It will bo highly uneoo- 
nomic to retain that which you yourself bldic^e to be unecomomic. Further 
I am not quite satisfied w*ith fixing the maximum pay for the civil 
servants until you have brought the difibrciu standards of life prevailing in 
the country into close proximity with one onothm* and until you have fixed the 
maximum in other departments. I further do not think the relief piomised to 
Zemindars is adequate under the pet'uliar conditions of these provinces but tafog 
the resolution as a whole, there can be no two opinions that with slight modifications 
it is the liest programme to start, because Swaraj, if it means anything, means that it 
must stop the exploitation of the masses and must relieve the starving millions from 
the miseries of their present lot. 

Retolutions 

The address being over. Ihrec resolutions wore put from the chair and passed. The 
first recorded the condolence of tbe coiiforenco on the death of Maulana Mohamed 
AUt Pandit Motilal Nehru, Pandit RaniJhiiti Ojha and Syed Imtyai: Ahmad Ashrmfi. 

The conference by tbe second resol ution honoured those men and women of the 
Piovince who during the last struggle died as a resuU of firing, lattii charges or 
in the service of the country otherwise, and assured (he bereaved families that the 
whole province shared their grief. 

COM^irNAL UlOT> 

Dr. Bfurari Lai of Cawnpore moved that while the coniereuce expressed profound 
•orrow at the communal riots at Benares, Cawnpore and Agra, it coodemned the 
participators in tbe riots. In its opinion such disturbances were a formidable 
k'ndeiance to India’s political progress. The desecration of places of worship and 
assaults on wones and children were inimical to Indian culture. The loss of life 
sad property inflicted was in evm way condeinnable. It expressed pride on tho 
death of Balm Osnesh Sbanker Vidyarthi in saving tbe lives of Hindus sod 
Mnsssliasns and hoped his unrivalled eacrificc would strengthen tlte foundation or 
Hiudu-M ttsUm 
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Dr. Abdul Kaiioi, Blnulaitii J^luhkl niid Mr. S:i,n Sm, h 
WBolution which iiascd. Thi; conftiiiiu- ilim loa. 




'.*ti i!u* 


SECOXh lU .v,rf. .VJ )• 

at: n. „1. lo-Uay On tbv ni..ii.>., ui: Jlohutlal 

‘“•**^*» * ursh^tawidas J.uiUun wah \ oil'd to Ihc rhair iu ihc aUunco of thr 

K?*^*r*n*^* bcKun wiih tlic tiii-inj; ol //.iz/.iV J/o/.i.vi/a and olhn 
national bon^.^. Xhe followin- aic Ihi* tixt of iLu iirvltiiiuns ihul wcrr : 


c Jf*^*!*/***? Iluliiii (Larkiiow). ninvul a iiM)luiioii on Imvroii and proiuoliuii 

01 irhawiar. He isuid one of llic iintst ;;lorhiiis tl•‘hil'vt‘nulll ol ilir lii'i htiiiUK'lr "as 
Iwyoott. Khutlilar was an i;. ni of iho j.iVKiamm.* nliiih uml.l W follimul by botli 
(be ^ward and the brave, (ine who lovtd iori'i;;ii clnth coidd lun Iiavo low 
lor liberty. I»eforo foreij-n nilo disnprvarcd iloih uniM --o. U lo .i. n cloih 

u;;uio got a foothold in Jndia it would be a bard iiut lu ( r;nl.. 


JMI'I I MLMINi. Jlli; r.M I 


]>al^ Mubaiilai ^axeua moved the next resolution whieli waiiiid lu muLe if 
clear that ihouKb the Coij'!Tess (‘uhiiiiitltrt's of the )>ro\iiK:c bad eomitielely observed 
the terms of the truce, the otlieers ot tin* (toverinneni bad faileil to do so in many 
inatlcrs r ( 1 ) Many nolilioal luisuiuis bad uoi bem reli-iiMtl : ij) muuc eases not 
inviilriiig viuleiiee had not be»n witlitlrnwii nur I’onii'ieuttd |»i'0|H,‘iiv lelitrueil i 
(■>) those who were reinovt'd iiom tb<* niembei>h!|i or eliaiinianrhip ol' loeid Utanls 
iiad not b<Mai allowed to risinne (>liiee : (j) crantsdii'aid lu sunie Mieh 

as Carmiehjel Library and Ainiiuibad Sehm>l had mu bun re>iored ; (‘u diitinisseil 
oHicials had not been leinsiated ; (Gi Ii(*enscs Innl imi bui» lesloretl : li) e.\is*IUHi 
.students had not been readmitted and liins ivali/rJ alter the liu*'e had nut Utii 
refunded: (S) certiiieales and voitJois’ lieensis l)a<l jjot bun letnriied; ii)) iu 
I'eali/.ing rents and revenue, undue tueo ien v.as biin;; iiMd. m e. ltd beinj^ apidied 
a^ainsL workers and no help Ixiii” i*,j\in ii» liuaiiis sn ihai iluv tuay v.et ntu’li 
ilieir land. The. eunl'oruiee wanted to warn the < i(*u nuneni ilnii * ila* re>^punsibiliiy 
lur the situation that was beiitu eivaud we-uld l»e tlu ii*;. .Siill ihe eouii.renee enjoiiiiii 
tipon all (’uii^^re:-* t'osniniile •• to eontinui* :•* ob^ir.i. ila- hin * e) the part 5»s before, 


S\j I ..1 


lUbil Iiaghoila** then Hiovul ihr iollowin*^* re-oliidiM. 

■'This eonferenee. while liallirniin.i;' the t un',u*'S «'i I’lUna .'‘Uiirai ••uinplele 
indept ndonee) diesiie !«> make il ( mphalicallx elenr liiai im M.n-iilntion will saiisl’y 
ilifc people of India wlii«h doi- mU pive the naliuii lull eojiiiil out lit- d« lVn« 0 
iorces, exierii.'il allniis, linanee-i and lineal and eeonomie pulif y. 

*'Jt is further ol opinion tbat under no rireiinislaners ;iit.v ^:^I* .imrd- will be 
■i^ecptable, unless they are tleniuii-irably in the inteiv.'-t of liuii.i.’ 

3Ir. llalki'ishna {r^lumna moved the billowing uiniiiduM m 

‘For the last senletice id thi* resulniiou bubstituie tin; bflltiwjn;: ;~ 

Further, iu \ieiv of the all' ude of n.-»pom*ible I’.riiish “lali.-*min mln ^aiihu parti 
‘ ipation by the Indian National numre^s in the eoming lliamd 'I'abie (’onlcn:nee. 
the eonfennee desire to state it eharly that il »!oes not ngard the i)jo\i>.onal sab- 
itiianls a’:d reservations di.-^ei»sse»l at llie la-:! Hound Tablf Ceidin iiee as in any way 
wnstitiuiiig ail inseparable aeeideiil ol ai'v future < f.i -iiiiitifiiial ^lIullle bir liidhi. 
In the opinion of this eonferenee Haiise / tif the ( iandhi- Irwin a jMumub uutkts ii 
fbniidantly clear that <iniy sneli rafegiiaiiN as :i’L- d'.nii'i;-fr:ti>iy in il.r inleresi ol 
'nei.T. ean be aeeeplable lu Ilic I'liliaii nation. 

‘Ihc co'ifereiiec reeonmjciids to ila- \\ i«rliin> (.’onmii!!' • el ihc I. l‘. to take 
'I'ps to ilarify issues on the point id -ategi'aids anil lu-t i vaiimi- in ton.'Ulfalioi, 
V'UU Ijjji Lritaiinic Majesty's tlovernment .-.-nd iiithe eutti t»l ll>e Hiiiirh t •ifVii'nmcni 
'"t“isiing upon safeguards ‘in llnir ii tin. the f oiiii 'iinv rupu ts iJie Working 

‘ ouiniittce to n-lrain from sendini: its lepvi *<-ni:ii;'.e to tl.*- 1< idtu inin.' Hound Table 
' ’Milcniiec or to liave aiivihiii': vbatcui to <1«» with it. 

. .HoiU the mover and ifie seiauuKr vijoroujly i o ih* ..imui' .unt. Mr. Hal 
‘‘Mduia hbaim:i nsseited that the uMii::neis of the HIiti^h si.ii<Mn*n and the pr"* 
'>»nal (. jvcTiiors, siKieiallv Sir < koJlr* v ih- Moeiiiiorem y. lai^d .-uspn ions that 
«aey going to get fail -play. lYue. ihi pn -ml ( .‘uurnineiii were not a 

htifty to ihc*j?c ••Iteranecs, luit ihe l.auour • e.'Wtiimf nt nia; be luruid uui any day 
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And tbcn those onpoiition politiciaue iirho trere deliferinjc mitKrhievoos speeches fo- 
nsy ironld be in power. He saw a clever move in all this and pressed Jus amend- 
ineiit on^ the house. 

, l^udit (loviuda lilidiiviva said that he did uot'want to disi^uise the fact that ho 
^ wd not liopc to get ncceptnblc reforms at the it. T. C. and uii mteiifM^r struggle would 
have to be wnged till the goal was a(*h!eved. Jle . thought that MAbatmti' tSaudhi 
was also f^*lirig thut uay attd this auiondmcut atiih mesiut lo loll him aiul the Woik- 

Conimitiuo that they must decide not to go to the confiTciu-e. Why should not 
the British politiriaiis Ih: straight-forward anti tell plainly that the present safeguards 
were cssentiiil to next reforms V 

. ^' 01 [’i»ath Jlikshit wondered if the sur.portcrs of the iiini iidiiieiit had forgoilt n 

Jhc discussions at Karachi, ft had been made clear that the salVgitards which wciv 
l!Si *? ***1*'’*’*'*^*' iudiu would not U? atM-i^plcd. Jhe Muhutina had been appoin- 

ts ibo sole dulcgatn and the country had faith in the Muliatiiia and his judgiuent. 
t^oiiclttdiitg, he said : Mf you have faith in Blahutiiia thiudhi's icadeisbiji. then pm 
Ihis resolution, as originally moved.’ 

, Ihe mover replying lo the debate said that the Miihatina wns :i .diiovd 

and the coiifercnec must strengthen his hands. 

ine amcndiiient was passed and then the rcsohition i*:iriit.d as iiir-'iiKk'd. 

Ine (Conference ro.-c after 11 p. in. 

rilJIiD UA y 

Ihe mocccdiiigs U‘guii lo-tlay at 7-lo p. ni. Three ivbolmioiis wuc pul fiuiu ib»‘ 
chair and uiiaiiiinoasiy passed. The tirst heartily prai.suil the great ’ sacritiecs of thosi* 
women and children who took part in Ihe civil disolxidiciue and expressed full faith 
that they would be ready to juiii the light for .frccdoin \vhcnc\tr ibev might l/c 
iiadcd. . . 1- 

Cl.A>^int ATIO-N OF PllJbONiat-. 

Tlic conJereiuc by ihc next resolution condem tied Mic i>oHry of rlassilicanon ul 
Iwitical prisoneis convicted for the baine oircnce- aiifb''exi)re*<std ir< eontirmed opinion 
Inat all political iirisoncrs should be placed tu one rla>s sniarate from the olhir 
prisoners and treated ns prisoners of war. 

It also reeomiueiided lo tin; I’roviocia! C^^iigivts Coinniiik*; !»> decide its |K)li4> 
as b(wn as iiussibte in cuniieciiou with the trcaimciit of .political prisoners in tb« 
districts and. in particular, drew the attention of the Cominitteo lo the distirability ol 
laying down inUs in to avt-iMitai.^e uf clu.-.s, hikI submitting lo pan'k. 

work etc. 

MlKZAI'ri! llU*!. 

Profound sorrow; wa.-^ i.xpic>ryd by the third rooluium pul lioui the cliaii 
ul the disturbance in raiinuganj Mancbi in the Mir;!:ipur distrii-t, and the opinion 
was expressed that dlsturbam of (he nature created an obstacle in the progress ol 
the coil ill ry in all spheres. It c.\i>rissed condolence on the death of those who lo^^ 
their lives and sympathy with the bereaved families and with those who wtu 
injurfd. 

JSl>PtN’?loN UJ llAMIlllM il liOAUh 

Mr. Vusuf Imam, inoiid a rosolutiou ronveyiug the cuiigratiilutiuiia ol tb< 
eunferaict^ to the district board of Uaroirpiii on its suspiii^ion due to couragtous 
p^icipatioii in fhi.» light for the fj^jlitical advaiicciiiont of the coiinliy and drawing 
the attention of the Ciovcrnnicnt. tliat the continued sus|H;niioii of the ilcctcd 
members of the board was against the (.iandhi-Jrwin pact. 

JTinda.mextai. Ku.iits 

Mr.’hiaiupurnanaud moved Ihe next resolution oi\ liiiidumcntHl vighis and ♦ xplain- 
cd It clause by clause. It welcomed the resolution on fundamental citizen rights ana 
™*^**f5l economic condition p:isscd at flic Karachi tUmgress and recorded the 

ppmmu that no system of goveinuient for India would be acceptable w’hif’h was n‘.»t 
baaed on the principles laid down in the resolution. 

AiiRAniAN’ DiMo:rii:N"j 

Mr. Sitlg t^hai next movcil 

‘Owing to the continued cheapness of agricnlftira!. produce and to bad crops tbv 
condition of the peasants of this province ta daily getting worse, .ft has been fo: s 
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oon^enUp tiflM impo^Ue for the tenants u> pnv full rent*!. The lanJ-holdcts also 
m ID trouble mnee {nil rents aw not beine realised. The OoT«rnm«it ins|>iie of all 
tJus bare ituck ro their policy of rcali«inic tend cerenne with mrictniNs, xfith the 
that kndloidfl are perpetratinff cxcc^ the tenants for the realisation of 
their rent This Conference is fpiereu at and condemns this policy of the < lororiimcnt 
and other excesses which sre bcin^c oominitted by the landlords. 

‘The communuine issued by the U. P. Corenimcnt on ^^sy 2 vhows that Iho 
Ciorerniiiciit hare chaiijred their attitude and Inire felt that iTvisioii in rereiinc and 
rent is essential. But in the opinion of this eonforence the fi.Klns ui the vt nr 
fiisli as the year when the rents were fair is entirely wrons. I'his roiifcri*nee up«e« 
that in making remission the prineiple to be kept in view should lie that the pieseiii 
rents should on no necoiiiit exceed the rents prevailing iit the time whf ii the prices 
of agrieultnral prodin*c were whut they arc now. 

‘The eoiifereins; dir*»rts the Disiriet Congress Committees to plme hef ire the pro- 
vincial and district authorities the real ivononiie eondilion of th«» pi :i«antrv niitl to 
approach the landholders and persuade them to a fair remission in * r* nts, to 
stop further ejectments and to reinstate the ejected iniants in iln ir lands on pav- 
luciit of a fair rent. The eonfori'iiee further diret'ts these eonimitt(H>s to render nelp 
to the landholders in realising rent according to the st^tilement arrived o with tin* 
Congrres. 

'This eonformcc appeals to the landholders not to ndot>t ilie-jra! means for the 
realisation of rents, not to ejetd ti inantR ns far posHihlt*. and to reinstate all the 
reiiants whom they bare ejeeKsl during or after the civil di?'ohedienee lu-iv - ineiil on 
psymenl of fair naits. for if they do not net in this manner fi'clings of it) will and 
nniraosify mm* likfdy to develop hotwcvii them and ilio tennntH. 'Iliis eonf-irnee 
strongly ndvitvs the laiidhoKha'S to arrive at Mdilement with the teinints through tin? 
Congress and realise their rents amicably. This i-oiiferein'c e(in!.ni(ulati'.4 these 
loiiuhoklers who have made settlements with tinir t'ornits throu;;h tin* Congrr-*! and 
are realising rents |H»iie<*fnIly. 

‘This ^•onfe^ellce advisis the tenants ihrii tin y should not harlionr oi anta- 

gonism and hatred toward the landlord^ ami thru in vi -w of the fa* i tlnn owing to 
the fiandhi-irwiu settlement the no-rent eamtMigti hn heeti -ii)p|Md they Hhoiild 
ill spite of difliculties duly pay the rciil-i liv*{l hy tin* t 'on.Tr^-i him v .orivdej at an 
understanding with the landhoUler?. 

tUbii PursboltaMitlaf 'i'andon put. from the cluiir a ivMilinion ret ording the 
-iipport of the coiifercnee to the appeal for fiiinU i-.’ind by th*' thine«h ShiiiiLTr 
Vidyarthi memorial eommiftw aiul app'^ling toth'j proviiiec to co-operate with the 
coinmittee hy finaucial contrilmtion. 

Pfsbii riirushuttnmdns Tandori said the heroism of .Mr. Vidyaiilii wnnld a.'rvi- 
:«*• a beacon light in the darkin'ss of Iliiidn-MuHlim disharmoii). 


Coxor.i:s>Mi:s anu CoMMrx.ti. Om. am- \timn- 

?dr. ViiRuf imnoi next moved • 
ITjis eonferenee strongly drews the at tent ion of the Congrt-js i omiuMtce!- ot ilir 
proviiiee to the fset that C’bmnitinnl tension and strife :-ciionsly nnpoile the light 
for freedom and the ndvancement of the country. Ii iliorefon' advises them. 

(1) to elcarly explain to the jieoplc within tnriv eirele the evil and danger of com- 
iniinal movement. . i .. 

l2) to forbid their members and workers from any share m eoinmiiiinl mnlti*is 
or ctforts in that behalf ; and . . • .1 . u 1 

(^) to remove coininnnal niisundorstaiuiings m Ihc area under tlieir charge and 
Iry to promote rclatiorg of friendliness, .so^.dal interconrso. symiuithy and hvn for 
the future. 

PaXOIT MaI.VIVA s Sl’IT.t II 


This finished the rcsoluiioiis and Pandit Mndmi Mohan Mal.iviya who haci arii\r»l 
at an earlier stage of the proceedings was allowed by the lu img prisidenf. i*alm 
1 nrushottomdas Xandon. to address the conference. »> ir 

Pandit Madan Mohaii Malaviya was grcctcil witJi. encs 
he rose to address the meeting. Be npologistxl for . iJJ 

yetlcrday due to indisposition and expressed ^ 

the large gathering on the third day of the si.iwion. He wn« gratanl to 
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luive bccu allowed to address Ihcm in the middle of the proocediuj^:) and for tho 
yonn^ nv3ii hnvinp: dven vay to an old man. (f^nghtcr). 

He referred to Uie prcaoiit situation and said the Hindu Muslim disharmony 
was thcKreatC!«t hiiidrancc to political projoess. It was a pity that after living for ceii- 
luricfi together, tliev sliontd fight one another to the joy and amusement of tho 
opponents of India s ndranccmeiit. He drew a picture of India rent with cornmu- 
jiai discord, a life of slavery, ixiverly and hiiiniiiatioii and India under ^.varaj with 
all communities enjoying oiual rights, with ccjtinl opportunities for nil in the civil 
and military services and other wallts of life and witli power to alleviate poverty 
and injustice, n life of honour and ro.4peet. He asked: ^ Which do yon prefer ? 

If the latter, every Indian should do his best to create love in every corner of 
the country, do nothing to injure the feelings of your lirothcr and settle whatever 
difTcrcnccs arose. ‘Kstahlish relations of sympathy and friendliness between the two 
commiiniiics,' he said ‘and leave tho bigger issues to Mahatma (randhi ami otlifw 


icaucrii. 

Pandit Slaluvlya was happv that iiatiouaiist Muslims Wi‘re active now' tind ex- 
titessocl the hope that the Maslini commnnitA' us a whole would agree on joint c)el^ 
torate. A high placed European told him the other day : Why not agree to scixarate 
electorate if MnsliinS demand it V lUit separate elec torates struck nt the very root 
of nationalism and were opposed to all principles of resninsible self-government. 

The truce, he pointed ont, was a great thing and had been concluded after the 
fiiliost (Iclibcratioii on both sides. It was the duty of every body cuncerued to 
carry ont the terms in the letter and the spirit. Mahatin:! (landlii was trying every 
nerve to eoiiUnuc and further promote iiciiec and it Ixdiovcd them to do their bit in 
(•o*oiierat ion with him. The honour of Mahatma t:andhi and the nation was ai 
stake. There had been complaints ngaiiiht the Government in the matter ol complete- 
ly implementing the fiett lenient. It was the duty of the loaders to brin;; to the 
notice of the Government whatever grievances wore felt in this conncciioii. They 
must surely fight for their right. 

Dealing with the agrarian situation he said it was unjust to extort from the 
tcoauts a pie more than they could pay. He was glad that Sir Malcolm Hailey 
had returned to the charge of the province. In the Punjab Sir Malcolm Hailey 
brought about a settlement between the tenants and the zemindars. Sir .Malcolm 
Hailey had published a coinmuiiirjue aniioiincing the ( iovernment's policy in con- 
nection with tho present agrarian situation, and Pandit Mala viva was aware that 
there was much aissatisfaction against it. Pandit Malaviya condemned the coercive 
measures employed against the zemindars by tlic (iovcrnmcr.t ns also those ndopKd 
by the zemindars against the tenants. 

‘Ask for ns much remission', lie appntb.x}. *as you consiilcr legitimate, but do not. 
talk of breaking the truce. He dcidorcd the light talk thiit was being* indulged in 
by some olfiitcrs of the Govern nient and some Pritisb ’jioliticinns. Ueterring to the 
speech of bir Gcolfrcy dc Montmorency, he said he wanted it to be known to the 
(fOvcriimcnt that gnive conserpienci'S would followr if the truce was broken. A 
responsible bead of a province should not have talked as r^ir Geoffrey did. lit: 
prayed that the occasion might not come, but the truce would be broken only when 
tho Mahntron, the Viceroy and othcro had sat together and deliberated U|x>n the 
Hituiliou. Either the Government must prove where the truce had been violated by 
Owgressmeo or they must act on the terms of the truce in cases which weie 
brought to their uotica It was incumbemt on the officers of the Government to 
implement the settlement and, to save the Government from blame, they must do 
it soon. For the truce was the necessary preliminary to tci'catc the required 
oonditionB for the discussion of the higher issues. 

Some people did not like the term peaceful picketing. Whatever term might l)c 
^employed, Indians had the right to ask their fellow-countrymen to use Swadeshi 
goods. lUng George, as Prince of Wales and later as King, bod advocated the use 
of British British people which caused a tremendous entbusiasiD, it 

is no crim?, declared l^andit Malaviya if we pieach Swadeshi. ’ He exhorted the 
audienoe to continue the work of bwadasbi. ‘Pse Bwadesbi cloth,’ be said, 'and 
preferably ha^- woven and hnnd-spnn Khaddar.' The propaganda against drink 
also should not be slackened. 

Goneluding he said : ‘Work for unity, Swadeshi and prohibition and respect 
the trnce impMcifly. Swaraj is coming and no one can stop it.’ (From the i/suier’.) 



The Keiila ProWndal CoifeieMe 

iicralu Provinctat Confcronce wat held at Badaaara ou 

tn "'■• •"• «*" ^ »• “« 

I iiwl not reiDinU vnu of the oau^ and the circuniataDcei that led to the in* 
Hiiguration of the Civil Disobedicnoe Movement under the leadenhiD of 
Gandhi. Thev are loo well knoirii. 1 need not tell you how the battle wae fought, 


how lives were sacrifici^ and how the meBsage of fi^dom inapiied every iadhiii 
AonI to action. It would be presiimptuoua on my part to recite a biatory to a people 
who have coiiiiibnteu m no mean ineasnre to the building up of tW aietory. ^Fhr 
about twelve moiuha dry bouea of the valley were instinct with life and in the eyea 
and bmwH of men. women and children were to be read not ooly the pange of oa* 
tional sufrennK hiuI hnmiliahoii Inia iiIao a detormination to liberate the nation from 
foreign domination and from Mooial and economic injustice. When we pemee the 
Jnstory of laat ypoi‘« atruK^le for indppi*ndi*ncc, our hearts beat high with exnltatioo. 
onr emotions are profoundly aiirred and our souls arc ardently eapand^. WheiO is 
that boy in Indin to-day who reads fhc life of Mahatma Gandhi and the ctory it 
the great organisatiMn of whuh he is the accredited leader whose pulse does not beat 
at the name oC fian.li niid whoso nature is not deeply thrilled at the 
coritemplafioii of ihe pn-sii^e that the Conics has gained in the eyes of the world ? 


( IVII. PlsOUnDIENTir^MoVEMEXT AND AFTER 

Ucuticoieii, ilio war has liecu suspended as the result of an agreement betwfco 
>lahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin. I shall nor examine to*day the apeeifle teroM ot 
that agreement one by one. :; But of one thing 1 am certain. Never before la the 
history of our relations with Ilrituin has the representative of the King Invited the 
tribune of flu* permle, seditious and half-naked, to p.arlcy with him on termt of 
perfect equality. I do not ascrilK^ this change in ouUook to the ObriaCien Tirlae 
of Lord Irwin or thi; i^ncroiis impulsrs of his heart. 1 do not tieribe it to ttw 
return of sanity and wisdom in ibe counsels of Lord Irwin's Ooveromeot I believe 
the credit is yours. The credit lies with the millions of determined men and woatou 
of India to whom no snenhecs wne too great for the deliverance of the motherlaod. 
It IS they who crented a hituation which the head of the Ooverniniot ooiikl not 
afford to ignore.” Lord Irwin was convinced of the strength of publie support behind 
the seditious Fakir. Ue felt that it was impossible for oim to carry on adminlalni- 
tkm for ai» length of time by Ordinances and Proclamations. He Icit that with 
Mahatma Gandhi iu active opposition to bis Government, the admioiatratioo ran the 
risk of being reduced to a farce and a nullity. The Agreement, as we ail fknow, ie an 
agreement on auapensioo of hostilities on both sides. The period Chrongh whm wo 
are pajaiog is not a period of peace but of trace. The engMOon Implielt In tte 
agreement is that if its ultimate object is not rceliaed it would be open to tte 
Coogreas as much aa to the Goveromeot to ireeume struggle, Mahatma Uaodiu Mi 
alreedj etated that *'we shall have Puma dwaraj within the next fow jnonthi or 
Ifordar Vallabhbbai Patel and myself will again be behind |^n 
has not yet been achieved. The promiaed land bos not been reached. Id 

yettoeome. Whether the struggle Is to be remta^ w not will dopgdupoa^ 
attitade that the British people take at the next Bound Table OonforeoM Yoo 
muit have nothing in the agreement which would pieveot tho 
' dMumdiDg for Indi. foil aod oomphte indtpndt^ Out 

— io partoerahip with Britain or in isolatkm from H. It is lor tM 
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The QrRSTiox of Safepcaiiiw 

Bat g^Uemei), wlMt About the tAfeyctiArdu which arc proposeil to be incorporated 
into ^ future cooatitution of thia country ? The Prime AitniRtf^r of EnjiflAnd bA»< 
ttifldad them into three catcjcorieii. The firat category he calla :i trroun of reserved 
powers to aoiim body— the Govern or-C4enera! or the (Vown-^aiut that category, 
we are told, is found ezprmaeil or implicit in every free conMtitntion on the fact; 
Jf powers reserved to the ezeemive head^ under this category are 

intended to be exercised in the event *‘of the l>reftk-down of the ermstimtion." 

examining the question, we have to draw a line of distinction between 
rWiamentuy Governments and the Governments that are not Parliamentary. The 
powers asttgoed to the head of u PariUmfmtary Government for cmcrgi^ncy purposes 
an n^ idwtical with those^ reserved to the head of a noii-Parliaineniary (ro»'erunient. 
The President of the Vnited Stales of America is not in this rcsp«.rt in the same 
PpBitlon M the King of England. According to the policy formulated at the last 
Round Table Conference the structure of Government of this ronuiry will be liascd 
on the principle of resimiisibility of the exeentive to t he legislatnie. Therefore, the 
powers, which may lie conferred by statute upon i ho GovenioLN. of the Governoi' 
Geoeral or the Crown as the case may be. shonia not in ju'tiial foci bo as wide aiul 
as estenaive aa those exercised by the Prcsidoiii of the rniiod States. That is an 
eiemcDtary principle of constitutional law. 

. KiuR of England has in law very extraordinary power wliieli lie is en- 

titled to exercise against the <;Jear advice of his .Ministers, b»il in iiKxlern times they 
an not at all ezeKiied. The King ha.s. according lo cfin vent ions, to liKteii to the 
Ministers, He has to sign doenmentM and pa|).‘rs snlmiitlcd ! » him by 
his Ministers, fle has lo di.ssolve the House of Parliatncnt it his Ministers .isk him 
to do so, although l/>rds Oxford and Asquith held the view iliat. the King whs in 
his rights to ignore the advice of his Prime .Minister in this respect under certain 
cireumstaneea. In the Dominions, extraordinary powers are those rclsiing to di«- 
almaoce of Acts passed by the Dominion tegistaturc and withholding of assent by 
a Oovmor*Gencral or a Governor from a bill similarly pas.sod in order that Mis 
Majesty s pleasure may be taken thereon. The powers of disallow.sfiec conferred 
ttjioo the Crown are time in the Xcw /Mitand constitution, the British Xorth Ame- 
rican ^t, ID the (X)nstitiit.ion of Australian Commonwealth and ihc 8oiitb American 
Act, The Irish Free Slate constitution contains no provision for disallowance. The 
cxistace of Bitch powers in law does not mean that they sre ;r*fiially exercised. 
Id the early etages of Colonial history, intervention by the Crown frequently took 
survive. As n matter of fact, since IS7/i no ease of dis- 


allowapce has o<;|itirrfxl m the matter of ('aiiadian legislation ami none in Xcw Zea- 
land since in ib(j7. TJie power of disallowance has never been rxen ised in regaitl 
to Acts passed by the Parliamcnis c»f ihc .^ustrnli.'tn ('ommonwenith and or the 
I nion of South Africa. 

jPjOFision for reservation of Bills may la* clivulcii into two classes, namely, those 
which confer iqion the Govcnior-t kmeral discretionary powers of disallowsnce and 
those according lo which he is und(T obligation to reserve bills dealing with parti- 
cular aubjecta. 

^ far SB the second chss of reservatum is concerned, there is no provision for 
It either in the Canadian conatilnilon or in the Irish Free Kiatc. J sliall not take 
you through the htatory ol the origin of the sjK'cisI powers conferred upon the 
I^WD or the Governor-Qcimral. j^uffice U to say, that whatever the legal powers, 
the fact doea not corremod with law. These provisiona have been rendered all the 
■wifj nugatory by the Report o( the Imprial tbnferenco of 1921) in which the poaition 
M the Dominiona and the relations of the representatives of the Crowu to the Domi* 
fotF® been clearly defined. A step forward has also been ttkeu by 
the OoDferent^n the opmtioo of Domtniou legislation and merchant shipping \m- 
station of 1920. That ^oferenee has reeommenM that the Dominioof wlwh 
MSOM tlie power of amepdiug their coustitutions, should so amend them aa to abo- 
liu 1^1 power of diaallowanoe or reservatioo if they so desire, for in their ppi- 
“lS?! Ji* ** juatiflcatioii for the ooutinuauce of these practicaTly 

onaoieco lam it ought to be ulded in this eooneetion that nowhere in the Dodi- 
J?* ^ OoTernora-Oeneral or the Oovenoii veated with affirmative powen of 
Is** **• inewporated in the Indian conatitntion by 

is Structttie Bub-Cunmittee ana indicate clearly in the speech o( the 


Pliase Mluiater. 
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Fixasce and Futcbb Govebxment 

Xhea there is the second categorv of safeguenis on which the Prime Ministff 
hii laid apeeial emphasis. This refers to the financial and credit policy of the futare 
Gofemnent of India. The plea on which Mr. MacDonald seems to jostity the nrtention 
of control in this matter in the hands of the eztvuiivc independently of leicisbitttre 
is that in the aijsence of such control, the credit of this country is liouod to be 
lerionsiy af^ted. The plea in short is a plea of Iiidian iiiteititts and not of 
Britlah or Imperial interests. 1 ssy that it docs not lie in the ‘moutli of the Prime 
Minister of England to tell the world that Kiiitiand alone is competent to diseham 
impiurtially the obligations of credit and flnanci^. This history of British finaneml 
andc^it policy in India is one of the most neaudslous ehapters in world histofy. 
Take the case of India's public debts and you e;el iu part the story of ineroilcM 
exploitation. Take ugaiii the ruse of the currency policy of the tSovernment of India 
and you will find the it has all aloii^ liceit desi;;ucd to help and stimulate British 
trade end commeroc. .\ui 1 to tell you of ilic dis.iHtrous conseinioiices of the ratio 
that has been otiiciallv fixed by the Goveiiiiaciii .Vin 1 to tell you of the rarious 
methods by menus of which they have for several years coiitiauted the cunenm*. 
starved the currency needs of Indian trade and iaJusiry in order to keep up the 
exc^one ? Are you not aware that the olUcial ratio has consistently failed to help 
wSh the movement of trade and that it has been soii^^ht to propped dP by 
resort to indiscrimiimte withdrawals of currency from the inarket* by silvir salm. 
issue of Treasury Bills and ‘ad hoc * seciiritics ? .Vrc you •roiiic: . to hand over the 
interests of indiA'cnoua trade and (‘utiitueice to a handliil of British pMple whese 
business is exploitation but whose profession is pious charity ? No seU'gOveraing 
country has ever allowed foreigners to control thiir endit iind currency. And ire 
arc not periutrcd to allow Mr. ^lacliouald's people to retain control ol our purse 

Jjidies and Aontlctmii. Mr Maclionald s third cattnory of ssfcjfuards it^s^ to 
the protection of uiinoritics which, I think, includes the Mo-catled riRhU of the Briwn 
tr^lfiir community in India. The Nehru I’oinnrMcc desli with this c|Ucstion in 
Mu<^ has since been unid and writieii on it. The laU si is the clause substitttty 
for psrBBraph .11 of the Heport of the Minorities .'^ub l’omnultce wrhich reads 

“At the iiisisteuce of the British c^minicrciul coniuninlly. iho principle was acnend^ 
Axreed that there should be no discrimination hetwccii the rixbis of i^he TOtlsn 
inercaiiliie community, firms uiid i*oni|):inics liadine in India and the rUU Ol 
Todian bom subjects and that an Jippropriitie con rent ion jeiscd on rwriprocity soOttJa 
l)e entered into for ih«: piir|X)80 of rcsttluiin;; these riAiUtH- 


DISCKIMIXATOUV 

Tlii. cUuM-, it will 1 m! swii. r.i«.» « numUf of in*'! 

It UkM for Knuited (li«t llic Eim.iic».» imaini: iii Judiu uMiild Ws iri:^ •* 

nationals of this ouunlrv as Indians (hvinscKtsi. llic suAgesliou impurit m this 

presnmptioii is that no dilicrcncc sliouhl be observed as .lwtwa:n 

who have been in this country lor u number of years, if not foi 

those who may coiuc hereafter for purposes of trade, coimncrce and ludiwt^. 

Having laid this principle, the clause *^*'**i 

commercial discrimination as between one cl^ of ci!iy.cus and *j“® 

sion 'citizen’ including bolli Indian and Brilishtib. 

makes it clear that, if there is to Ijc any dilfcreulial trcatjucut, it sMUld ,hc by m 
appiopriatc convention based on reciproc-iiy between 

lai^pmrt ol the clause first, it may be md that » «>iivmtioii bt^ £ 

meuinglest because for any large numba of Indisns 
carry on bnsiiiess there is not a practical proposition. 

or growing country iu the sense India is and thera can be no temptatiwi on ina 
PMtSf Indians to proceed to England to exploit her eewomm «»d 
iwonrees. Besides during the last century and a half. wf 

the Bute, Englishmen h^t so entrenched their cmnomic position ^ oe 

mad lolly fbr Indians to try to oust them. Thci^orc, tic question 
with ngaid to commercial matters does not arise in Logltod for 
Thetsitoation in India is entirely different. For more ‘hsn J 
•nd foul-more often foul than folr-tlw British 

fowsi. esthblisbed their own commercisl concerns snA in msuy ^ses. ^ ou 
»dw5iet. In such a game the Government run by their men and controuep oy 
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tlM htTe plAjed ad Active pArt. The induetriAi poecibilitiet of lodiA Are Riven 
AQaieieiit protection. IndiAn bunincii it bouud to oecapy a fbremoAt pIaoo in 
tlM woild^A eommerce. 

Tbe qoeitioD io— ue we goioR to permit tbe Uritiah people and along with them 
ptte membera of the Ettropean community to exploit our men and our reaourcea 
in tha manner and to the extent they have been allowed by the Government in the 
peat ? It ia the fundamental principle of Municipal Law that all citiacna ahould be 
emated on a footing of equality in regard to political, civic and economic rigbta. 
pwre ta no doubt aoubt that. It ia equally clear that we are not going to depart 
from tw aalutory principle. At present and as things are, tbe British citizens arc 
as much nationals of the country as natural-born Indians and it is doubtful whether 
ID law^ Indian Parliament is competent at prisent to deprive British citizens of 
m rights and privileges accorded to Indians. This legal position has been created 
by tM Britiab Oovernment in India in which Indians nave no controlling voice and 
which have lost our confidence entirely. In the future constitution of the country 
we e^l have to remove this anomalous position by moans of statutory provisions. 
We have heard much of Empire citizenship, that is to say. a citizenship which is 
supposed to have conferred equal rights and privileges on tbe citizens of the consii- 
tuent parts of the British Empire. 

Central Resfoxsibiuty an Appeal. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the signs arc clear that His Majosty s Ctovernment and 
the British delegatioo are not prepared to {mit with their power, their p lasesiion 
and their domination in India. They seem to be determined not to make the leut 
snvpsnder on the qneetion of commercial safeguards. We are being told that they 
would Dot have accepted the principle of reeponsibility at the Centre had not the 
oommeroial eUnae to which I have referrod been agrera upon at the Hound Table 
Conference. H thia ia tha attitude of mind which is working behind the scenes. 
thM 1 am aure the next Round Table Conference will prove a farce as its prede- 
ccaaor. For cm our i^e there can be no compromise with tbe principle of commer- 
cial aovereignty. On our aide there can be no surrender of tbe aiipreme, paramount 
and vital iotereata of the nation. 1 havo already told yon that the truce can be conver- 
ted Into peace if only the Britiah people are preparecf to recognise in time the force 
of the logic of events and to be moved in their policy by considerations of justice, 
of foir-play, and above all, of expediency. I see no power on earth that can prevent 
the determmed men end women of Indie from occupying a position in the comity 
of nations which is theirs. I consider uo difficulties formidable and no obstaclei* 
inrapenble in our journey towards freedom. 1 see before me the picture of a epm- 
idcttty fres and uolted India. Along with that picture I see siso the picture of ^ a 
grim and determined ctruggie in which we will have a trial of strength with Rritiih 
impcrialiats. I appeal to you, the citixooa of Kerala, and through you. ^e greit 
Indian maaset— to gird your loins. I appeal to all Congressmen, the i^ers, anp 
workera— the indeiatigabie inatroetori of the peasantry and labouring population, their 
Qooaolera in afliiction, their rsaonree in calamity, their visitors in ^ sickness, their 
ready oompanions at the bed of death— to be up and doing and mobilize their fon^ 
in ofdkv to ^t lor joatioe, equality and fraternity. r appeiU to to w 

piepiaed to agaioit the flatterers at the noblemen’s table and extortiopen in the 
poor man’s hovel, we slavca in ptHitics but tyrants in demeanour and ponwt 
who from their nch banquets would prescribe IwbOM in abstioence and from 
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Mt allmd to hATe been rammittaa by Bb^ Siueh and hi* ««nwd.>. .ppeAl* to 
^ youte o{ India not to follM the metbodi of violeiicf. auaciated wUh patrioti 
hi ijueBliito and condonea tne action of the Ooreriiiuenl in oarrvintf oui the acnicnoe 
of nnaoimout widica of the entile Indian iiatHni. 

Conference decidei that all the Con^^reM orKioitaiioiii in the proviufc 
■himid inmeuiately undertake the or^nisation of tuduatrial and aarii'uHuinl labour 
and appomte a oommi^ conaieUi^ of (1) Mr. T. Gopaia Menon ; /.>) aMrs. Mama- 
let PaTainani (3) Mr. Daiuodara Menoo and (i) Mr. Miboiiud .\bdiir Rahiuian for 

(.sTrEirCoi^^^ Mahatma Gandhi aud the Conjcr.»»ii that the whole 

people of the Kerala Province ia whole-beaflf dly hebitid him in hia iieootiatioiia with 
the Britiah people and ahall aland by him and trill ationcly Nupporl him in the 
Kimilgle* that may enaue in the event of failure ot peace lu-aotiationa.” 

Thia Conference appeala to all public men aud publii^ita in )Hirlicular to take 
aimcial care not to make any atatementa in thetr apeeehea or u ritin^m that may have 
a tendency to create communal diacord to the eonutiy and appeala ro all aueh people 
to make amende aa fer aa poaaible for any f»uch atatemcuia tuey ttii;;ht Lave made 
and i*noa«^ or given ground to the fcclina: of teuaion between eommuniiita. 

toy Thie Conference while endoraing the Karachi Couprcaa rraoliitioitH on funda- 
nieulal' rishts and economic chaiigea u further of opinion ; (11 (hat the fnudamciital 
righta aa declared in the rcHulatioii ^)latt be made amdicabic to the people of tbc 
Xativc SiaU-8 aa well v ib|d tlia .Swaraj conatitiUion ahould be able to bupplant 
officialdom by duly elected Village l*aiichaya(a in tbc daily work of admin iairauoii : 
(3) and that the clauae 14 of the above resolution Elnill be nineudetl by fixing the 
minimum at Ra. 30. 


(6) Thia Canfereiice while vreKotuitig the idea of an All^ India Kederaliou with 

the Statee and Proviucea aa its component parbr ia emphatically of opinion that no 
scheme of Federaliou without deftnitc proviaiou for immediate eatubliiihinriit of fiilt 
reaponetble Governiocnla ia Indian States aa wefl aa Ui the British Indian Prox'ineca 
will be acceptable to the Thin (k>itfcrence ia further of opinion (bat under 

the Fedmat acbemc all anojecta of all India interest should be brought under the 
Fadaiml legislature cootiatiug of the elected repceaeorativea of the p4'0|>fe of the 
Slates and provinces and that a declaration of fnmlamcntal rights •»! the iHOpIo com- 
moa to both ahould be provided for in the fniiirv comtituttou.*' 

(7) ^loumuch oa untouchabilitv and caste nrrpidicea mostly centre round (he 
templet and inaemuefa aa (hose will niiiomalieaily viMiiait if and when the tempkn 
are thrown open to all castes, this Coiifereuee is of opinion that a campaign to 
secure templo'eiitry for all he started in Kerab. The coakrcnct: apficeb to all 
|iec^ to extend their full support to such a eampaign.'* 

The conference aleo passed resolutions (1) coodcmitiiig the exeisr ijoluy of ihc 
tiovenraieot in allowiag liquor-shops to be kept o|)cu until sfttr inicinighr and sale 
of Uottor at private residences and molesling picketters ; eofidenming the aeticiii 
of the police in causieg obstruction aiKl disturbance at (be Congress propa^da 
meetings ; (3) deuiaiidiag seperation of Kerala from I'amil Nad in regard to ihedt 
work and formatioo of a separate brancb of the .\. I. A. for Kerala ; (41 appreciat- 
ing the services of volunteers and ladies who took [sirt in the last astvagiaba move- 
ment and hoping that they would comc forward more freely should the KahaKnba 
movement be revived ; (4) (’ongrsti’latinfr Mahomed .Malur Rabnnati 

end Moidu Moulavi for taking a leading part for the Buccr.as of the saiyagra^ 
movement in Kerab ; <:>) dciaaiiding (be constitution of a scparslu province 
Kemb; (6) to take steps t«i c'aptuie local boards. munieipRlities in the district ; («) 
condoling on the death of Motilal Xchru, Blaulsiia Mahomed Ali. Bla/.rul Uaq. 
Gaoesh tib^kar Vidyartbi, P. Kaniuni Menon, L. A* Subbarauia Aiysr hdiI satya- 
mba volunteers Messrs. P. K. Pannikkar and Kunhiramaii Atiyodi : (x- urging the 
wane of all Mopish rebellion prisoners including Mr. BI. P. Narayana Jlenon and 
(9) to take stops for propagation of Hindi and appointing a coinmittce lor (be p»t- 
IKMC. 
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BcnoMl of UDUNwhtbilily WM the aocoud item. A dcAnite tflbrt muU he nuidc 
to throw all the public Pcboolft, lcmp1c«, well*. e(c. open to iho.tiic of the no-called 
ttatoncbahlea. 

ThK COMMrNAI. PltOBI.EM 


The thi^ niid perhaps the most, importaiit item was the (*oniiiiiinal proUeni in 
Kamatake but the absence of it was not eiiout»li. Definite iKMittirc work for catah- 
Itahing heart-unity was essential. 1 he speaker referred in this eonnectioii to the 
recent Oawnpore riots during which man had turned beast and both the eommuni- 
liea bad vied with each other in cruelty and licitiality. Rut there were features 
whieh relicTcd the gloom of that tragedy and ercry one should ireasuro thim. 
While parts of CTawnporc were scenes of osmage. *here were s few localities which 
remains untouched ny the flames an<l whera jfiiidu Imfrirnded the Mtiaaalinsn ami 
vice versa. There w'»s also the great act of heroism, the great m^lf-iminolation of 
Pandit Gaiiesh Saiikar Vidvarthi whoHc iiuuic would lie ivmcmbercd until Hinduism 
endured. Tlierc was need for more Vidyarthis, n*f>d lor more greatri and bkter 
acta of brotherhfHMl to extinguish the flaunts of rommunul hatred and 'tdiaeord. 
Majority coninmuitics bail always to live in utility with minority commitnitiea even 
if it be at the cost of great sricrilicc. 

Another item was that of national «ilnc>itioii. Tim (imlribitiion of thoae who 
were eonnetrted witli national edticatioii—tcio lu and rhe taught— during the last 
struggle was very great and no cObrt sbonld Im spuhd to put the itisfitniioii on a 
permanent basis, it was also ncccsittity to hariicKS the great cnei;gy gimrrated by 
the womcirs :i wakening by bnving women V institutions lor training wotkera atul 
volunteers. To that end a Karnataka Xatiotiul Serviee should be organised ami 
rfibrts should Im lunde to attract full lime workers who would work with the xeal 
and faith of missionaries, workers pledged to Inttli and non-violence. There was also 
equal need of purging the ('ongress organisations of unruly elements that had crept 
in and of iusistmee on the strictest discipline. Xnmbcrs ought to ha sacrificed if 
need be in order that tho whole organisation might he hroad-hnsed on purity and 
honeaty. The need was all the greater for ptckettiiig of foreign clotlv and liquor 
whieh the setifement permiifed and sau<‘lioii<Kl within well-defiiisd Kniits. 

As a member of the commercial eoinmiiniiy. tho speaker liked to address the 
oosHuercial community in gonerat anti the foreign cloth dealers In narrietilar. It 
WAS time that the eomraeroial conimiiiiity rid itself of piirsuits, which however itte- 
fitl for their sdfith end.^t, were prcjndiei.il to the interests of eouiitry. The 
foreigR cloth dealer oitglit to realise tlnit his business had enslaved, impoveriafaed 
mid doatroyed the moral fibre of tlia nation. ( 'ongiTssmen. on their part, sbould 
coneentrate all their energies in ^wrsuading rbe mstomers to keep uway from foreign 
cloth ahops. 

The speaker nest came to the Karachi rcHouiibui mi fuiidamerilal rights 
liaving tlrv^y dealt with the iuc.aiiiug and implii'Htkms of the r^lutioii ou the 
Provincial Settlement. The resolution on fumlamcntal rights showed the truly demo- 
cratic nature of the Swaraj on which the nation had set its heart. It wsa the poor 
man’s Swaraj that was the uat ion's ohjcctirr, ITjc speaker eshorted the local bodies 
to fake op loose items of the refolution which directly enneern^ thein. 'Hie speaker 
had the privilege of Mog near Afshatniaji whilst he was preparing the Preaidential 
address and as it was Ulonday. Mahatmaji in iTSfionse to the speakers rnmeat to 
expouitd and elucidate the resolatioii oa fundaniental rigbta. had written out his 
viewt which be had incorporated in his speech in Mabtmajri word. 

“The resolution on fuudameiitsl rights is the roost important r^olulion of the 
CoDgreas. It showed what kind cd Swaraj the f’ongress wauled to achieve. The 
HwmJ was the poor mas’s Swaraj or Itsmn-Rsjys. llama symbolised justice and 
equity, Rama symbofised truth and charity. 

^ “The rewlm’ion Mitiats on reltgions toleration, which means th^ no mie would 
he prevented from performing his religions obligations and ihe State sbtll favotir 
no f»li| rio n. 

“Jnctiw and eqnkj amm the establidiment of jiiiil luiU tqoiubje reblionR betwwt 
utd Uboun Mwera lindlord asd fJ»c % Iwidlord «nd «he ctpiiiiUw 

«ni cent to» eiWit the tenent ud the lAbounm but will cadiouiily protrH tbeir 
intemt. Not tint tbae thinfce will be there v * meilcr of cour^. I only mm; 
•iHt ih^ will follow aa the oetml oontequence of truth and iioo-wolentw if Bwaraj 
w achiered by thoae meana. Rama-Raiya could not be the re^t of truth and uou- 
vudenre followtei aa a temporarr eapedienf or poliry, Rama Rajya oaii only com« 
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out of (rulb and iion-viok-jice pursued as a creed. Could a son erer fulfil his filial 
duties fts • policy ? lV>lic 7 was essentially a rempoiary expedient which one miAi 
alter as circumstances altered, whatever the cost. It was easy enough to folbw 
truth and non-Tiolcocc so long as no saerifii^e or suftering was inrolred, out he who 
adhered to them in all rircumstanoes eren at the cost of life followed them as a 
creed. Truth and non-violence must he a creed and nor a policy with Uf* 
Conmemen. * 

**Let us therefore find out what parts of the resolution we can enforce eren now 
If we do not enforce the things that can be enforced to-day, 8warij will be meaning- 
less. for we. cannot do after Swaraj things which we can do but wilt not do to-day. 

“The rceolutiou states tliat there aliail be no iintouchabiliiy under the Swarsi 
constitutiou. Have v.‘c cast out the canker of untoiichability ? The rcsolntion says 
that under the Swomj constitution, there ehall be no fiscilities for the licensing of 
linuor and drug shop. Have we cast out the drug and drink evil from our midst 
Toe rcsolntion goes on lo oay that tinder tlie Swaraj constitution foreign cloth 
would be iMinncrl front India. 1*u( liavi* we given tip ntir infatiiation for foreign 
cloth and bmnne all khaddar-clad ? .Similarly, under 8 wars j. according to this 
resolution, Hindus and Hussalinaiis and Christians will live togetlur like two blood- 
brothers. Hnvc wc <lcsimed our hearts of distrust and suspicion of one another ? 
rnder Swaraj, wliich the 1 ‘c.solittioii pictures, there shall be no hatred or ill-wilt 
lietwcvri the ri<‘h and the |H)or. Have the rich iiidentifiod themoeWes with the poor, and 
bavn the ptjrw censed to have ill-will towards the rich ? irndcr the Swaraj constitu- 
tion, we w.siit the inasimuin einolufu<mts to ofiieials not to cxemi Its. ofV). Have 
our millionaires adjusted their standard of living to this scale of payiaciit 1 

*’It is diflkult to give a decisive reply to these (jiiostions to-asy. We are to-dny 
slowly groping our way towards our ideal of Ram Raiya or the llaj of Rightrous- 
iieoB. This resolution is intended to keep this goal constantly before our cvrs and 
to stimulate onr endeavours to Attain iC* 

The speaker commended the rosolution to (lie aiidicuce for their careful and 
earnest study, and .appealed to th<*m to set about itujdemcnting it forthwith. 

Demand tor a Karnataka Provinc^i: 


Keferring to the ({Utstion of a separate coiTsoliduted proviuco of Ksniatak, thr 
speaker reminded the audience that the Coaga^ss had adopted tlm proposal for the 
redistribution of provinces ou a linguistic basis ten years ago and the Xcbni 
Committee had ratified the principle underlying it. He therefore deprecated 
idea of ociiding a delegation lo Loudou to jiress forth this proposal before thr 
Hound Tabic Confcreuce. The matter could safely lie left in tho hands of 51ahat- 
iiuiji and tho Congress and (be euergy and the resources thus saved turned to better 
account in advancing eoiistriictive work. The (’reait\)n of a sopar.ite Karnatak 
province, he went ou to remind them, would enhance their duty towards oou- 
JCouarcse speaking ucetious of their tiopalation who would always be there. It ws>« 
up to them therefore to cultivate uii attitude of broad tolerauce towards them. 

Addressing next those who did not Itclivve in the principle of non-violence he 
invited them lo take note of the woiulerful pbenomcnal mass awakening that liad 
lakcu. place Jn the eouutrv as .t result of (^audhiji'a campaigu of noR-violence as t\ 
}>^icy evtni if they could not adopt it ns a principle. The cool courage ami 
nravery displayed 'by even womeu and children was made possible only by th*' 
Mtinospbore of oon-vioiencc. On the contrary, dcnaoralisatiou bad results when* 
^violence had burst out. He therefore appeale to them to sustieud (heir programim' 
*at least for some years aud give (heir w hole-heart cvl co-operatiou to the Congress in 
its oon-violeut ello'i. They should not ai lensi hinder even if they coulil not help. 

The speaker :v)iie]iided his address by paying a glowing tribute, to Karustak. » 
province that the late Loknmaiiya loved so dearly and on which he reckoned so 
iDU^, a province that had the proud privilege of bridging the gulf between ib** 
opposing factions in the Congress after the fotoful Purat split, a province that bad 
taken such a leading and prominent part during the non-co-operation campaign 
and given Co Mahatmaji its whole-hearted support from its very inception, the only 
province that has had the honour of holding a Congress under the presidentship o( 
Moltotmaii, a oiovince that hod in the past distinguished itself in so many ways 
was ootttuUy expected to fulfil equally high hopes in the ftiturc in the field of cons- 
tructive, work, and ihould fighting have to be resmneii, which God forbid, the Kar- 
natak. he doubti'd not. would ogam form the van!(uard in the fight for freedom. 



TIm Tamil Nada fWiadal CaiiamMe 


The Tamil Nadu Provineial Cof&ferooee held iu 3ith. soaeion al om the 

Jtt. ^ rntnadm tte pn^uhip of Ur. S. SalgMHuii. The MleirieC on 
eztraeCa from the pr9$idmt%al addruM 

The Qaodhi-Irwin Phot caats 8;ioied aud aerioua dutiee and on the 

Ooftrnmcnt and on the people. It ta our dutj to im^emaat the paet, in etenr 
poaaible maoDcr ; and 1 ahould like to offer my rcapeetlal oonnatiilatiooe to the 
KatioDi on the manner in which it ia implementine ue part. 1 wlah 1 eonld any 
the aame thinff of ail the Local Uovernmenta. I lupee with Gandhi 

the Government of India ia, on the whole, trying ite beet to cany out tha torma of 
the truca But Local Qovornmenta are not equally loyal to the pact. The reeant 
aabre-rattUng performance of the Governor of the Punjab it an ngly ate that the 
baraauoraey iu thia country will not caatiy reconcile itadf to the aSievement by 
India of her freedom. The Government of M^lraa alao may exhibit a gcneroui at* 
tirade towards the Gandhi-lrwin Pact, by releuaing all political priaoncra hi the 

S rovince immediately, including the Moplah priaonera, and my eatoemed friend Mr. 
I. P. Narayaoa Menoii, and by rc(‘oguiaing the right of the people to peaeafnlly 
picket foreign cloth and liquor ahopa. 1 ahould like alao to make the appeal to 
Govornment servants, rapeci.'iily in the police and civil eervioee, which Mahataia 
Gandhi made to thorn immediately after the pact waa signed, namely, to behave ■■ 
if they are ihe aervanfs and not the maatera of the poo^c. 

By far, the moat important part of tlm pact is that whieh idatee to the 

lutare Government of Itidin. The British Government, having nalieed that there 
can be no permanent or peaceful settlement of the Indian proMeia axoept by dealiag 
with those who can deliver the goods on behalf of the Indian Natioo. namely, the 
indian National Congrcaa, have invited them to take part in the further etagee of 
the Round Table Ooiiferonce, on the haaia of Reaponaible Government, Fedeiwtioo, 
and safeguards in tha intareat of India. 

The Karachi Ck)ngrcsB has done well in approving of the provitional aettleoMOt 
and authoriaing n Cougreaa delegation to take part in the future atimea of the 

Round Table t'>onfercnce on that bunia. We have a good case. We needT not, there* 
fore, sulk. We will put Great Britain iu the wrong, if she does not oooeede our 

just demands. World opinion, capocially American opinion, la distinctly on our 

aide to-day. We do not want to lake any risk of alienating it. by seeming to aalk. 
That ia why the Congrcaa has agreed to go ro the Hound Xahio Oooferenee on the 
agreed baaia. 

That the Nation, if it is to have anything like freedora, should have the control 
over her defence forces, external affairs, finance and fiscal and eeoaomlc 

poli^ ia an obvious proposition. It is a in.ittcr of profound rogvet that at 
the Round Table Conference no Indiau Dcleg.it c waa found even to claim this oon* 
irol. On the other band, it seemed to be lakcn more or lesa as axiom^c by te 
Round Table Conference, that defence and foreign affairs should cootinue to be. 
more or less, in the haiidn of the foreign Govern men t. In the report of the Federal 
Structure Committee, it was agrw.-d by nil the Indian delegates that the Guveroor* 
General shall be respniisiblo for d<*f<‘ncc and external relations, that ia to say, that the 
OoverDor*GtnfniI will be hiinaeif responsiiffc for the adroiniatralion of ibeae aupiarta, 
and that he shon Id not be de))eiidcDt on the Indian legiaiaiure richer for supplice or 
for legislaiioii in respect of these Biibj<*els. India cannot and will not agree 10 Ihia. 
opt only bf*caii6c i» is inconsistent with her freedom, but also because no Bwanu 
Govern iDcnl can really carry on the present military policy of the Government ana 
Jrt continue to function. Considering the awful poverty of the massre, Bntiw 
^litariszn in India is a serious drain on the economic wsottr<^ of the 
The etreugth of the army in India, before the world-war, was 77,&00 rreular tintte 
troops, and 159.0X) Indian soldiers. Even after the world-war, it has not btaa 
reduced. The primary function of Jhe British^ M 

from foreign aggreesion is also one of its functior 

“ *7itematically disarmed the people of India, and atudiottsly refused to allow 
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tbe ladttna the edoeatlon and the op|x>rtiiDity to become commissioned officers. 
Under the msent scheme of Indian army oiimnisation, Indians are barred from 
serfing in the artillery, and Indian sofficers-^they are few in number— are deprired 
of all real power and opportunity for achiering distinction and proper military 
training of high character. 

As for control o?er her external afTairs, it is obrioas that a free India cannot be 
compelled to treat necessarily the enemies or the friends of the British Empire as 
her enemies or friends. Indeed, this right has already been conceded to the self- 
gofeming Dominions. They cannot be compelled to go to war or to conclude 
any treaty against their will. India claims the same right. It is not, from the 
point of view of the academic theoiy alone, that thU right is claimed. It is claimed, 
beeanse it is practically important jtor a free India, that India should not be com- 
pelled to go to war against France. Russia, Turkey, America, Italy or Afghanistan, 
or any other nation, because British statesmen feel that they should go to war with 
thenh for preserving British imperial interests. It may be that India will be neatly 
benefttted by preserving friendly relations with any or all of the nations. Finally, 
aa long as Indm remains a part of the British Empire, she will have to suffer and 
will not have freedom and opportunity to bend her strength and influence to the 
canae of world-peace In Asia. To remain within the British Empire is not desirable 
for the people of Indi|L for the same reason as it is not desirable for Britain to be 
a part 01 the French Empire or America to ije a part of the Japniiese Empire, witli 
the status of a self-governing colony. 

Fiscal And Economic Policy 

As for ooutrol over finance and fiscal and economic polioy, ihc case for ludii 
is even clearer. The British Government claim that 'as regards finance, the transfei 
of financial remnsibiltty must necessarily be subject to such condition, as wil 
coiure the fulfilment of the obligations incurred under the authority of the Becreur^ 
of State, and the maintenance* unimpaired of the financial stability and credit o: 
India.’ On the first part of this claim, the position of ihc Congress is that thi 
obligations incurred under the authority of the Secretary of State sbouLd be examin 
ed oy an impartial tribunal, with a view to assessing the liability which is to bi 
undertaken India. The test will, ol course, be whether such obligation wen 
ineuned in toe interesta of India. India is willing to abide by the verdict of tbs 
impartial tribunal There can be no difficuUy in the way ol Britain also acceptinj 
tbid verdict. This is no queatioil of repudiation of debts. The only question i 
who shall pay— India or Great Britain. 

On the second part of this claim, namely, the maintenance, (inimpaired, of th 
financial atabifity and credit of India, this seems to be an extraordinary claim to 
a foreign Government to make. for. afeer all, nobody will suffer more than India i 
her financial stability and credit are not nuiintaincd unimpaired. If the claim, hower« 
lie merely Ibis, namdy that some conditions should be imposed on the right of lodi 
to raise external loans, so as not to affect adversely the value of the present bsm 
this it a matter for negotiation and settlement. India is certainly in favour of to 
early establishment of a Reserve Bank, on a sound basis. Once her liability t 
pay legitimate debts incurred in her interests Is properly assessed, she will also t 
lu favour of treating these debt charges as tho consolidated Fund Charges sr 
treated in the United Kingdom. But with regard to ciirreocy and exchange ponci 
ladui demands that tho should have comply unfettered control because tC 
knows, to her cost: that this policy has been mismanaged by (jreat Britain to tc 
loss ol India. 

Safe-guards 

On the question ol safegurrds the position of the Indian National , 1 , 

that, If th^ are shown to be denwnstf'ably nece$$ary in the interests of loaia, u 
Ooogreit delegation will be free to accept them. This is mmlv naraphramna u 
clause in the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which wanted safeguards in the intermts of 
Again, in his latest speech Lord Irwin has clearly stated that India will sc(^ 
gnazds only if they are proved to be firet and last in the iatereeta of /naia. w 
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tbcT m allowed to take part in tke ^rtker ataicea of the contetoee. Iliia ia a 
typlc ri eiraple of the mcntalitT whick aaya *lieada 1 wiii« taOa yon Iom/ Tba Oan* 
aerraliva dalemtea to tlM & T. C*# partieiilarl j made It clear that um wen not trfffM 
by aay^cJto arri?^ at th^a. and wanted to ictalnlraedom to ebania 
tneir o|wioni* While therefore claiming thia right for thoio who wen actually partifiTo 
the deeiak>D» it la prepoateroiia that ihia right ahould be aooght to be denied tothoaa 
iS? ^ deeWona, and who m drat Ume golM into 

tbie (talereon. claim la too e bau^ to be eooaideted aorimly. The Obngieaa 
delegation will go to the conference, with an abaolutely im hand in tbie matter; and 
determined to a^t only thoaeaalnnarda which an Veai^ Naretaaip i n fha 

that thoae aalw^a mnt be ae few at 
abeointely neccaaary, and ahontd diaappear antomatically. at the end of a abort 
agreed pmod. 

Ql*i:«tion or MiNonirm 

On the question of miiioiitiea, the iKwitioua of British Goternmeut is, that the 
CfOyernor*Gencral. as opposed to the Indian Ijrgislature, must be made rcaponiible 
for the obaerrance of their constituiionai rights. I demur, and for obetona naaona. 
I am not now dealing with tlie repneficiitatiou of roiiioritiea in tbs l^alatnn of tba 
country. 6o far ai tbc coiiatitiitional rigbu of the mboritke fer the proteetion of 
their culture, language and acript, freedom of conscience and tbs free pnctice and 
profeaaion of their religion, aubject to public order and morality, ara conenmed the 
Karachi Congma has agreed that such rij^U ought to be giiarantcod to the mino- 
ritiea in the Swaraj Constitution. This is baanl on the analogy of lha poat-war 
treatiea in which, on the rrcommendatioiis of the Miiioritiea Oommiaalon of thaLeagna 
of Natlona* similar rights have been conceded to the minorities of tba postwar 
European States. If these rights then form part of the written consfitntion A India, 
there need to l>c oxcontive power to enforce too observance of theae righti, aa any 
breach of these obligatioiH by the Qovemment. or by any body alie. will give the 
affected person, n lawful right to seek redress in the courts of law of thi country. 
There is no need, therefore, for the Governor-General being vetted with any ta» 
powers. 

The problem, however, of the represent stiou of minorities in the Legislataiia of 
the country is a different one. The ideal state, of course, for any country, ia tUt 
all citieena should learn to act in public affairs, ignoring communal, religiouf or otnjw 
differencea. If auch a state be possible in India to-day, we ahall have no trouble. 
But, onfortunately, there are communal distrait, and communal ausploioDs, partly 
due to the pieaenoe of the third party and partly due to ignorance and fear. 1m 
achievement of her freedom by India and time and education alone can remove tbia 
distmat nnd suepieion. 

It la now our duty, therefore, to arc that the foreign power is not nllowed to 
exploit this distrust and susmeion, and that therefore we como to a acttlaaMt our- 
■efrea. Bfnbatma Gandhi, thercfcrc, ia profeundly right wlwn be mjs that he 
nsAnlly attend the Konnd Table Conlexence, nnlcsa the Hindu-lfosllm question is 
aettled. I camestlv trust that the atateemanlike endeavours, i^rted under the 
ausAoes ii the enli^tened and patriotic prince, His Hlghneaa the Nawab of Bhopal, 
will bear fruit aoou, and that a nappy settlement will be reached. 

Problem Op The States 

he ptoblen of mtooritie^ w ibe pnibkm of 
Fcdetal India. Hie Brittoh Oorenamt bu 


XeEt in importance to tlm ptoblen of ninoriUeik^M jbe problym 
States and thmr place in a - - - - — 

• aL. * .i. • .a 


'the Oentral Government 
dum States and British 
l^iriature constituted 


Dt should be a Federatloo of All-India, einbracing both the In- 
ish India, in a bicameral Legislature.’ They With a 

on a Federal basis, His Msjesly’s Oovcniroent will be pvep^ 



legislature will be recognifed only if tne inuian eiawa come »n.. * =,3^- 

1 take the view that, whUc tbc ultimate development of india wdl ^ 1* 
tion of Britiab India and Indian States, go pace cannot ^ 

States or the bulk of then come into a Federation almost immedwtcly, with a 
nalintiott of the dnti« and^blications of die membeni of the bedewtion. I do nrt 


•«» iDucn cnance ot it now. 


inacecL me muuiu diiih» 

not into ^ fhd^^n 'to be veeted in them, the rteht ^ inett oiw. 

•nwrognty in nwttete not conceded by them to the tcdcrel (lOTcmment. nut 


retoin their amui 
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(XAmnuL 


rffhl to eODtlBiM thair teptmte KktioM with the Britiih Croiro as diatioet from the 
Moral GofmoMOt d lodia. Eadi one of these elaims is politically onsoondt and 
is whoQj ioeoiMisteDt with the harmooions or effieknit workiojK of the Fraeni 
Oofonraeot ai India. In Tiew of all these difficulties. I wonffi that the 

Inffian Vsd^ OonotltotioB dioald loliow the model of the Cauadiao Oonatitntioii 
tad inoM^to brain with, only the British Indian protinces. providing, however, 
te Indian Statoi to eome in latter, if they desire to do so, as fall and loyal membeia 
of the FidiratkNi.. The only possible alternative, to-dav, if any Indian State desire to 
some into the Federation is that they shonld, as condition precedent, agree to otatu* 
toiiiy gnasantse to their aabketa the fundamental rigfata of citicenahip. to let them 
hara raooniis to the Federal Supreme Court, if those rights axe invaded by the 
raaentive io tbois States, and to acoept the principle that the repieaentativea of those 
lodian States in the Federal Legislature sball be elected, in some form or other, by 
the psofde of the Indian Staten. 1 do not, however, desire to be misnndentood. 
Bring a eltiaeo of an Indian fHate myself, and deeply interested, as I am, in the 
pn/am of Indian States. I do want them to come into the Federation. I may res- 
paemiily aaanrs the Indian Prinoaa that thra will find their intemt and their 
nrashga and bonnor. mneh aalsr in the hands of their countryman who will ran the 
Federal Oovarnmenf, than In the handc of the Political Department of the Govern- 


of Indk, or in those of any Britidi Ssmstaiy of State for fndtn. 


SECOND DAF-diA JUNE 1931 


Tha Oonforanee nrat sgain on the nasi day, the fith. June and pa«8cd the follow- 

ipg lisolitiooa 

TUBUTE to MoCLAEA HABOirED Ali 

Tha fiiit xssolntion of oondoleuoe touching Houlana Mahomed Ali'a death and 
rawffitajjhi^^ parSeularly for*HindD-Mnslim amity was moved from the chair 

' fiATYAOnABia COKORATULATBP 

Mr. 01 BaiagofMdaelMir nest moved > 

**liUa Oonimiee tanden 4ta h^y oongratnlaHons to the people ol Tamil Nad 
for tho part her sons and dsoiditam pkyed in the last snoccssful campalgii for 
8war4 end in psitioalar rerords its .gratefnl appreciation of the tuflSningB and 
a aerideea raideri i fceB by all voluntesrs in the •cause, in tome cssm amonnting to 
losa of Mb. It hopes that whenever the occasion may again arise, a yet gnwter 
apirit of patrTatiim, aaerifloB and endannoe will be shown ' by all claseea of prople 
nndet rr wd by brute laeer, rapsesaivo laws or esiiibitiona of frightfalness on the pert 
of O orarnms n t" 

CoprnDBircB In Maxatmaj's Lbadessrip 

Baii Mahasasd IfanlsBa nest m oved : **Thia Conference reiKcratcs tts Idil confidence 
in MMatma flandhi’e leadnahip and trasta that the people of this provroce, without 
saata or orniimanal diflhrracr, will stand united nna follow hia lead in order that 
the goal of Swanj may ba xsacbol” 

COVTBOL OV£B MiLITAItY EXPEKDITrRK 

Mr. K. fitoutanam uast moved :<-• 

*^ia ObnlRUBoe iraolvm that inaimnch as without complete national control, 
f^ovsr tasatloo and espanditure, io all department of the State and over fiscal, economic 
and emhange policy, then can be oo trno Swaraj, no constitntion ia acceptable 
unbuB this la oeAiimly second. 

**Whf ffua a fan^ army of occupation is inconsisteot with national freedom and 
pivjudicial to tfw dsvffiopoMDt of maoliiieas and natioual strength and wberw 
aubataalial ndnelion of the present military expenditure is iudiipenaable in older 
to SBihle tha State to roduco taxes that presi heavily on the people and to introdu^ 
total pmiilhftioB of intosieatiag drinks and drugs and make other reforma for the 
wffifMU of Ihi povraty-stifictai msaasB of India, this Conference resolves trat no 
ec n sti t o tl on san ha aeeeptable nnlsaa, under it. fall national control is secured over 
defimoa loreas and adMary aipmditure and exidoal affairs. , , . 

^Itda Osnlwsnra iMhsr resolves that the public debt account of India ah^ld 
bo snhfsstad to n Ml nad iaqpaitial senitiDy by a properly coasUtoted tribunal, so 



6 JOB « 1 THE TAMIL MADU FEOVINOIAL OONFEBENCE Stt 

tint, a imt apportionment of oUlgalioiie may be made between Qrmt Britain and 
lodiis* 

Oonlerenee rrsolfei, Uut it thonld be well anderetood tliat India ^hooM, 
like the odier partnen in the Commonwfalth. be at libertj to eeoede at wiU.” 

lira SiotaBaai eBidained the implicatione of the roioliition and obierfed that 
withoBt the coodltione nentloncd in tbe reaolntion, India*# intereata wonld not be 
Mde. The preaent exchange policy of the GoTcrnnent had rcanlted in huge loaaea to 
India ai^ Uio moat fint preTent thia drain. There conM not be tme freadon when 
there wae h India a foreigo ann^f of occopatbne The rcaolution waa adf-explaoatory 
and he hofwd they wonld accept it. 

Ax Auendmbxt 

Mr« Blaailamani Pillai moved for the deletion of the words *iike the other pert- 
D«i Id the Oommoowealth*’ and aaid that India ahonld be at liberty to do what ahe 
WBotod. ineapeetiva of what other partneia in the Oommonwealth diet. I«i (hem not 
fctierUmaelvei by the example ot the otbera. _ 

Ihe amendaMot waa dnly aeeonded and a abort diaeuiaion followed. Eventselly 
the amendment wae carrioa by a large majority and the amended rcaolutioD waa 
caificd nnanimonely. 

Tbbatmcxt op Mikoeitibs 

The following reaolatioo waa moved from tbe chair and carried unanimonily 

‘Thia Oonliawnce aooepta the principle of generoua conccaaioii in rggaid to mlno* 
ritica.*' 

Mr. 0. P. flnbbiah of Coimbatore next moved a reaoliition wdcoming the Karachi 
remiation XV relating to the declaration of fundnmcnul righta and aei^ing iU 
whole hnaitfid approval ot the princlplca embodied therein ea to the implicathma of 
Swaraj. _ _ 

RgULtfiE OF Political Peiboxerb 

Mr. NaiEyaoaawEmi Aiyar then moved a rcaolution toneliing the ixdical priaooeri. 

the detention of any political priioncr makea the prom^oti of g^- 
wlll between Great Britain and India difficnlt and militate mmat the aahafaelw 
oo^naiM of peace negotiationa, thia Confereneo urgea ra tlm Government of Mao m 
the neceaaity and wimm of immediatdy releasing ajl aneb prisooera 
vinoe, wlnaher they were imprison^ in the last fiinipaign or Woro and even thonjm 
charged with oflTencei involving acU of violence, including Moplah and tindar-tnai 

**”^%ia eonfereneo dcalrea to point out that it iii well known that of thsae 
charm were ba^ on alendcr evidence or imputinJ only constructively and trial 
conducted in an atrooaphere of political tension. 

AXTI-DBINK CAMPAIUX 

Mr. Lakdimi Ammo! ucst niovod * twoluJiqn T«l*Un(t 

The rcaolution ran into several clauiea and in ‘’Sect coomtnIatH all w jw 
•md <0 ermliest. the liquor evil «nd the organwer. of pewtu Iw^ 

tetiovemmeDt would otwerve tbe true term* end not allow 
»k«m. appeded to local and other public bodies to help the P-rkrtiOK 
•ad to owners not to lot their trcce for Uppinpr liquor and exprcMd appttwaMon « 
Ihe geoctiny hdpful attitude of drinkers ind liquor shop owners. 

Ax AMEXD3tEXT LOSl’ 

, . An amendment waa moved for the ddetion of the 

loddy shop owners on the ground that In.many places they were guilty of harraaa- 
*®*J*«ketera. There waa a warm diacnaaion. , 

The amcDdment was put to vote snd lost, sixty-thrcc voting for and nineiy-atx 
s;»inst. The rcsolntioii was canied by a majority. 

HiKDD-MrsuM Ueity 

IJSJ. Mowing rcaolution was next in mmoDrs 


w tMUraiee warns all coinmuniiKW in juu» 

Wma laiMiDg to the oommuoal hatred; ^ This Ism 

of South India over to maintain the traditional good feeling wWeE Bia 
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loBic pre? ailed in the inter-eommiinal life in SonthTIndian fillagee end towne. Thif 
Ooofttcnee werne eommon people nofc to be milled hr thoie who aeek for their 
pnrpom to mloit communal fuipieioni end utgei that for the common people 
then if nothing to qnarrel ebont and a life of motnal friradihip ii moot mn and 
iMt prolKtabie for Ai the Hindu Unalim unity, emphaaiicd for yean hw the 
m Oongreii, ii foy neceiiary for India lifing happy under Bwani, tfaii Goo- 
foience earneitly apppeali to ell diitiiet and local Congreae* Gomnntteei Co do 
loteoiife pfopaganda for the promotion of goodwill between the eommnnitici.’* 

Relief to Aonict'LTiTRisTe 

Several^ no-controveraial reaolutiona, tonehing the infleringi of agriculturiati, doe 
to eoonomic dcmreaiion and urging the itoppage of reeettiment operationi were 
adopted. The following ia the fall text of & rmntione 

^'The conference recordc ita aympethy for interne economic dUtreaa earned bj 
phenomenal fall in anicultural prices without corretpoiiding reduction in lefenne 
d^anda or heavy debt obligaliona of milliona of peaaanta and the oooleieoee urges 
that it ia the duty of the State at once to rednee ita expenditure on civil and military 
eatabliahment ana give relief to ryota by ledneing tbo revenue demand at leaat in 
proportion to the fall in agncnltnral pricea and also give relief to the indebted 
MMota by iuitable legialation in legard to payment, interest and acitlement debts 
during this period of depreasion. 

*‘liiia coufoieuce ia emphatically of opinion that resettlement operationi, now 
going on in Salem and other diatricta ahoold be atopped'*. Mr. C. RakgoiMili- 
chariar then moved the rcaolntion recording unqualified condemDatien of the treat- 
ment accorded in Hindu aociciy to the so-called untouchable clase and calling upon 
the Congrcaameo to disregard custom in personal lives and do all in their power tc 
spread toe Congress mcaeage of reaooval of uotoucbability. 

*'After expressing satiafactioo ai the ctforta, so far made, the conference urged all 
clasaec. specially laud-hotdera. matadhipalbia, leaden of orthodoxy and dbarmakar' 
tai and otbeia influential in rural areas, to help in the speedy cpnenmiMrion ol 
the object and at least open op immediately streets., places of woxabip, aeboola sne 
aouroee ol drinking water to the uiitoucbablei. 

A resolution was moved from the chair, calling on all cloih merchants to nsponc 
to the call of the Congress regarding conservation of national wealth by boyeottim 
feueigo textiles, dealing only in indigenous yarn aiul.>loth sod congntnisted Um 
pick^ on the effective work done in this direction. 


ICXCOrnaoKMENT or SWAPESIII ARTIl L^> 


Mr K. Bhaahyam next moved a long reeolutiou of six clauses urging pMple t 
use only cloth woven on hendlooms with Indian made yam in .order to say 
^uth Indian haodloom industry which was severely snflbriiig now and appealing i 
dealm not to stock any but iudigenoui yam. . 

Mr. Lakshmipathi moved tbo nest resolution appealing for the w 
tioii of khadi ana drew the attcution of the audience to the great advance kbsdi ns 
made in fineoosa, cheapness and availability. . 

The next reeolation was an it exhortation lo Taniillians to learn Hindi and rail 
the neeeasary funds lor^preading Hindi and placed on record the zealous worn < 
the Cukshins Bharat Hindi B abh a- 

The next resolution moved ran thus: "The conference deplores the japwiimoormi 
tion in elections and warns the people of the province that nu^ wis 

future Swaraj constitution cannot bring them happiness or 


«.’• 


Manaoeuent of Mills 


Mr. C. Bajago|ialachar next moved :t he following resolution : 

*‘Whereaa the manufacture and supply of good yarn to many lakhs of bsjdl^' 
weaven, spread throughout Tamil Nad, is a matter of 
lereuee » S opinion tliat mills like the Madura mills of Memij. Htnw 
be Uken over and managed by the Stale and no longer 1^ for 
urivate intevest. Thia conference is of opinion that the concerns . 
iackiuidiam aud Carnatic Mills, whose production was Imfly & 

m«y be dio taken q»er by the 6utn ibe. confctme^ 
o^nkm thM, when the State is investmg many crorcs .on the railway cxiensiw" 
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*”*»>* •• 00Dd«ct tlm in pwdy 

‘***!*i'!?~J!* '"?**. •****•? *•>* •« 9 P« «I OoTwminent 

It wtt moTpd from toe erar end cerried unanimonily with eoclemeUon that 
no dbeofce need be majde in Indie’e pment Netionel Flaff. ^ 

Thrae other nnolatione : were ctrried in quick lucocMton without amoh diicnaniou: 
oire 1^ the I^l Go?eram«t to releere those still in jails, convieted in oonneotion 
with termt^th Indian ^tlway strU^^^ another resolved that capital pnniah- 
neot be abolished and the third decided to appoint a committee of twdve ladicslto 
oigania& in diffemt ecntr^ Dm Sevika Sanfcas for carrying on fbreigu cloth ^ 
Jiqaor shops, piekeUng work and the T. N. C. do give the neceasary financial help. 

The last resolution was that all classification of political prisoners be abolished 
and that the convicted political workers should nor accept such distinctive 
treatment. 


Tbe Berar Provindai Coafereace 


The following is a condensed suinniary of SurJar \'aUQbM^ai PaM'n address as 
president of the Berar Provincial C'onfcieiice held at Khamgaon on the 5th, 
JunM 1931 

“The work before us may be summed up in our duty to iinplcmcnr the settlement 
and to make India pure and worthy of tiie that we hope within a short rime 

to schieve^ and in my brief address to you this evening I propose to confine myself 
chie^ to these two items. 

"You will agree with me that it is too late now to discuss the merit of the 
Truce. The eettlemcnt is a settled fact to-day. Wc are aware of the difficulties 
that lie in onr path, but wo arc determined to use all our proverbial Eastern patience. 
It has become a fashion with some of our opponents to praise Gandhi not for the 
love of him, but just to bring down bis co-workers the more effectively. Recently, 
efforta have been made to represent mo and ray colleagues in Rsrdoli, ss desiring 
deliberately to break the Truce terms. The same cry was raised at Borsad till Gaudhiji 
made it bis headquartera, saw things for himself and took the public partially 
into confidence. It then sppearod things had almost reached tbe breaking point, 
llie troth about Bardoli will, I hope, soon be before the public arid that not through 
me but through him whose anxiety to carry out the Truce terms may notjie 
questioned even by bis opponents. 

“We believe we are doing all that is possible under the circumstances to imple- 
ment the Truce. It is but natural that wc do so. Whatever the Atiglo-Indisn 
Officer, merenant or newspaper may say, tbe truth is that nobody in this gantry 
is more interested in peace than tbe child of the soil. Every struggle means misery to 
thousands of our innocent countrymen and countrywomen. That guided by him wto 
feels the misery of others as his own we should lightly seek t o renew the "i^^fil^i 
only tbe interested can believe. We, therefore, arc determined to see the ^uce 
through. If, unfortunately, even then there is to be a renewal of the struggle, we 
are determined to show to the world that our side was ss moderate ss it pomUy 
eould be— oonsistoutly within its self-respect and its duty to out country— this, if for 
nothing else, at least for the cultivation of world opinion which, situated as we 
»rc, wc cannot afford to neglect. ^ ^ . 

About ^ R. T. C. the Congress position is ss it was si Karachi— Gandhm is 
pur role represeototive. He also decides the proper time sod 



notice if only he were satisfied that the Truce terms would be w^l^ ^ 
As the initiator of the last movement, and as the 

•nnkwg of the Thioe, he knows hia great reaponaibility. He alto it conaciona wt W 
^ people would have to undergo if the troce *£ Jjjj 

carried out bythe Ooveruroeot. That in spite of insistence from mends here sad 
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ia E*clM>d Iw jrat ii imaUa to indiiM UmMlf to ma, muf bofo «mm WMBltn. To 
■IjtCr thmfoce. hb nlnetuioe to Im at thia entM jniietiireL aa fofaig book apoa 
tM aicnaaMot, it to betiay a woeful igooraooe of the true eooditkma of the eoaatry. 
lhal each aoeoeatione ooiae from one of oor ooaottjmeii ia tragic. Wlmo eteo ISb 
motifee are beiog qaeetiooed, what hope eao there be Ibr na T 

learn with gratification that yon enependcd all lonaa of aggreenife action 
whether in the picketing of foreign doth ehops or liquor ehopa. In eo fw ae the 
two axe penoefal thqy are completely protected by the Trace terma, they wore con- 
ceired bHott the ‘war* and are permanent as sodal and eeonomie meamrea. They 
are items of onr programme of adf-rdianoc and edf-parification and tbqy cannot 
be abandoned or snepended under any drenmotanees Bot we hate to CMhew alt 
forme of aetititiee which partook of the nature of retaiiatiou. Under thie» 1 repeat 
the boycott of foreign cloth does not come. 

“Increasing unemployment in Lancashire has embittered certain aectiona of the 
British public and a reguUr campaign has been set on foot for getting the boycott 
lilted. 1 am not here thinking of the mischieroua propaganda of men like Mr. 
VilUera who have unblushioghfy threatened to use force and with bmtal frankness 
nM^en of dividing ns and setting the Muasalmans against the Hindus. 1 propheqr 
that Mr. Villiers will be deeply disappointed. Bat I am thinking here of that sec- 
tion of the British public who have nothing to do wi^ the policy of 
“Divide and Bale/* but who are deeply agitated over the question of incressiog 
unemployment that stares them in the &ce. I earnestly ask them to think of the 
millions npon millions of unemployed in India and suggest a solution better than 
that contained in our khadi programme. The problem before England may for the 
moment seem difficult but without a complete boycott of foreign cloth the problem 
before India U insuperable. 

“Wherever one goes the stock argument of the cloth dealer is that be would like 
to dispose oflT his stock on hand and that be would import uo freah stocks. If it is 
really so, let him avail himself of the offer made by the Committee for the Disposal 
of ]^reign Cloth which is now registered and will soon be functioning. 

“This brings me to the most important resolution adopted by the Karachi Con* 
gress. vis., the xesolution oontaiutng the declaration of rights. It Is a unique reso- 
lution in more senses than one. It presents not only the fundamental rights, bat 
the fundamental duties of an Indian eitisen under Swaraj. But let ua be dear 
that a mere recitation of these rights and duties will not bring Swaraj. SueU a 


) represenu only a definite mental attitude ; but the oooessary cleaiisiog aod 
purifying will have * 


avc to be done. 

“Among other things, we have mentioned in thia dedaratloo religions tderstion. 
Let us not forget that Uawoporo wai being enacted when we were pasting this 
reiolatioD at Karachi How shall we deserve Swaraj with onr hands red with the 
blo^ of our brechren. and with our hearta thirsting for more. 

“We compiaio of the enormous drink revenue aod fret and fume at the nnmbsr 
of unlioensed drinkshops retailing these fiery liquids at all hours of the day aod the 
night. But. if we, as Hindus and Musaalmani thought of the obligatioa imposed on 
us by our respective latthe no one would dare to place temptation m our way. 

'The aemindar cau materially help in riie solution of the problem of rent tod 
revenue by a reasonable redaction in his demand carried out at the espense of bis 
pri^ purse and hit daUy expenses. 

••Affiin the Goddess of Swaraj will heritate to cross the threshold of onr temple 
wheasne finds that a vast oumber of our brethren, whom we chose to label “Un- 
touchable’ eaanot go within mike of it But my first and my last thing is to 
remind yon of onr pledge of truth and non-violenee.*’ 


Deiy PircfiMiil PsIHkd Cssfsreiee 
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^ A BuMn, diraete. 7<^. Mr. IMdol Bm 

Pandit Paary lal Bliariiia and Lala Shaninr W Bhumtk ua 


lifir Narain SInffb, Mr. 

Aoaari, Pro! Indar, 
lAla Bhankar Ltl. 

Mmum of •ymoathy wm receifad from Syt Pandit Jawaluurlal Ndro, Bardtt 
Patel. Pandit Madan Moban Mala?iya, Mr. Bnhhat CShuulia Mncl and Balm Bite* 
dra Praaad. 

Maattr Pwte Ckof^ra, Chairman of the Reception Oommitten dwelt npon Om 
repraeaion at Bhamli and other jMaeee in the piofinoe dnrins the. dfil diiobadtanat 
eampaign. He advised . the Cbngressmen to organise ▼Olagee and to devote tte 
eneripca in the constructive programme inclndiDg boycott of foreign doth and teor. 
He warmly welcomed the delmtea and gueets. 

Bandit Sundar Lat, president of the conference then ddivered an oilaaipQlo 
addrens for abont two b 9 ars. He dwelt npon the Gawnpore riote and laid itiiH 
npon Hitidu-Mnslim unity. He opined that participation in the Bound Table Oon* 
ierenoe would hardly lead to Bwaraj. He advised the workers, that ineplleol hie mli- 
giTinge about the truce, to strictly abide by the terms of the Irwin^Oandhi pnot and 
to avoid the three pit-falls, vis., Hinda-Moslim dissensions, claM war and vkteen 
He advised the tcnanu to join the Congress and not to etart eeparate ofganiaatlom. 


The conference again met on the 7th. June. A condolence neolntion wee 
paaesd regarding the deaths of Pandit Motilaiji, Maulana Mohsmed AU and the 
Maharaji of Mahmudabad and sympathy was expressed with the membeie Of the 
bereaved families. 

Ureat stress was laid npon the fact that no Congressman with a eommnnal Mae 
ahonld be allowed to hold any office in the Congress and that Ooogresemen ehonid 
refoee to join any communal organisation. 

Another resolution was pissed urging upon the Ooveroment the necessity of 
making more remissions in revenue and ream in the Muzaffamsgar and M^nt die* 
tiiets and to make substantial reduction in irrigation does. 

The conference concluded ou the Aib. June. Dr. Satyapal, in e moving epeieht 
appealed lor the boycott of foreign cloth end liquor. 

lo winding up the proccedinjM of the confetenoe, the preeldent eaid that Bwara| 
alone would eolve all their problems. 


Tin Aidhra Provisdal Coslerence 


In the course of the preaidential addreaa delivered by Mr. T, Braka$Mm at te 
eMfcm of the Andhra Provinciai Conference which opened et Oontnr on the 
Jum$ 19111, the preeident eaid 


Hindu-Mubijm Qubbtion 

_ ,Oottiidereble trouble was raised both before and at the time of the first Bmd 
Teble Oonlerence on the Hindu Muslim question. Starling from te first Mnltan 
riot In I9if2 1 1^ visic^ many ecenee of Hindn-Mnslim nole and formed my own 
eondnebn. I do not wish to take you through the varions chapters of ell the grem 
tvegedy that has been enacted on this account. The charectart that were on too 
•tege nt the time of each riot were so differeot from those that ere now ettepung 
•0 edtle the differeocee and work ont a constitution. 1 hsve alwsys frit Ihstll to 
not possible to remove the root causes of the trouble nnlees timy « correeu^ 
mtetelned. The appsreot cause on each ooeasion when then is a riot to ginn^ons 
10 be a religioaa or communal dispute, but ultimately it turns out that we why 
y i whfaf has been oeatering round the distribution of a few pnvilegm pt 
I nlwaye believe and I etifl adhere to the view that the coasmund etnfa to oM ook 
wesn two communities. It has always been provoked r^2Z 

intmested penone for aelfish purpose Those who travdied from India 
•• foviiaee of the flnt Bound TsbleOonlerenee mide a SSf t&l 

^ ope voice of fall Dominioo eutus. The uetiooeliet eCrnent tS 

•toAtenee. The ao*eelled UDenimIty of the fim few da ys 07 

Mteioee^eame to a dose. The British repmentetivee dueomtd how tegtoone » 
^ to depend on sneh people nnd ^drafc n eoneatnte. Thiy wmo wise » 
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portponiiig and appealiiw to the OoogreiB and Mahatma Gandhi xeeponded widi 
liii nenal genevontj ana the tmoe haa been the Toanlt We are now oonaidertoe 
the Hinda*MaaUm qneation. To atari with, frienda, it ta a painfal diapnte. It la 
due partly to iinDoranoe and partly to want of faith. 8o far aa 1 am oonoerned the 
tme note waa atmek Waxir Aii Imam when he preaided over the Nationaliat 
Mnalim Conference in Upper India. He advooated ioint electoratea unconditionally. 
It la aneh oonfidenee and'eood feeiing that would largely help in the building up of 
a nation. Bnt hk view did not prevail, and the Congreae Muaiima who were in a 
majority inaiated upon reaervation of aeata. So long aa there ia reaervation of aeata 
there la oommunaham in it, and the difference between thoae who advocate aeparate 
eleetoratea and thoae who advocate joint electoratea with reaervation ia not much. 
Since the firat Bound Table Conference the Nationaliat Muaiima have clearly auc- 
eeeded in capturing their own community and converting them largely to the view 
of Joint electoratea with reaervation. Serioua attempts are being made by the Maha- 
raja of Bhopal and other Muslim leaders to bring about a settlement. Lotus hope they 
wfll incoeed in bringing about a settlement between the two races of India and will not 
under any circumstanoes allow the country to drift. The Andhra leaders that were 
p r es e nt at the last meeting of the Working Committee deserve conmtnlations 
lor having resolved on Mahatma Gandhi’s proceeding to London, whether tnia dispute 
between the two wings of the Muslims is settled or not. i Personally, I have been 
holding the same view for long. What difierence does it make whether a few seats are 
allowed to one community or to another and what difference does it make if there 
are Joint electorates with reservation or separate electorates ? In South India a big 
•torm was raised some years ago over what were called Brahmin and Non-Brahmin 
differeooes. RoBervation of seats waa demanded by the majority community and that 
was muted. Before the tenth year expired the stauiichcst of the advocates who 
wanted reservation were the foremost to abandon all reservation and advocate joint 
doctorates. 

Boot* Out Communaijbm 


Oommunaliam can never lead to nationalism. A demarcation drawn between one 
and another of the communities would necessarily lead on to the most serious result 
and complications. The slogan of Brahmin and Non-Brahmin differences has disap- 
peared long ago, but its poison has spread throughout the whole structure of 
iodety comprisiog the different communities or sub-communities. I am glad 
tiiat.nr. K. Bama^udra Reddy who is the rrcaident of the Madras L^ii- 
lative Council has now referred to the evils of communalism in his presidential 
speech at the lOth. Reddy conference held at Anantapur recently. He censured 
Ine communal warfare in respect of elections to local boards and in the prevalence 
of oommuual separation as between Reddys, Palaks, Kammas and Kalamas and 
ptaded. lor mutual fnendship and toleration. I have every hope that every 
Hindu and every Muslim member of every other community would realise that this 
poison of communalism must be rooted out before we could develop nationalism and 
act as one nation. In Canada whose oonstitutioo the British have proposed to sdopt 
as a proper model for us, the differences between the French and English were of a 
aerious nature. The French Canadian Qatholics were the hereditary foee of the 
Baetoniane of New England. In all the 13 colonies, both from the pulpit and from 
the Oongresa, the greatest alarm was expressed about the toleration of Papacy which 
wae ehmstprised as *'an idolatrous hypocritical creed.” The Protestantism of the 
new-comers was equally repulsive to the Catholic French Canadians. The United 
Emj^ Loyalists oouid not tolerate the irresponsible control of a Papist Goandl 
andr petition after petition made its way to the King claiming relief. In the House of 
OommoDB vdtement armmeots were advanced against Roman Catholics bdnj; admi^ 
ted to a share of the Government. Merchants in London who were having trade 
lelationB in Canada also petitioned against it, Engtishmen wanted that lands should 
be set aside for the support of the Protestant clergy and objected to the divisioo 
of the Oolooy into two parts, by the one to be wholly French and the other English. 
Under snefa circnmetancee Gsnada progressed. Canada got her Swaraj Constitution. 
It It •niprising that a seotion of the English people, for^ting history, should raise 
the bogey of Bindn-Mnalim trouble or the problem of ue Princes of the Native 
Bkatee end tlMdr enbjeete simply to uee them a pretext for gaining eelfleh ends. 
In my opinioo whetever may be the nature of the electorate, separate or Joint, lor pur 
^ — • ^ Oonetitntion must be proteetM with reasonable and jert 
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Tbe Pbincbs And Taiut Bnajacra 

nert quMtipn is atout the Priooee and thdr iabjeolf in Indian Stalaa lha 
eondnot of the Maharaja of Pattala who hat propounded a tolme of Oonttitution ia 
estnoi^inary. He was associate with the Maharaja of Bikaner at the 3nt Bonnd 
Table Conference. One cannot bat wonder why there hat been a eudden ehann of 
mind on the part of the Maharaja of Patiala. Hit own aubjocU know hSm Tim 

ban maWnN tjraintt him are alto too weH-known 
to the world, who hat inspired the Maharaia of Patiala jutt now to b i wk out 
and propound his extraordinary scheme ? Will he be able to answer what metont 
prompted him to change hit oWn mind ? It was he who beliered that in the 
of hit internal admmittrution, he would be saved under the British Grown rather 
than under a Swaraj Constitution. I have no doubt that Englishmen would be able 
to tee through the whole plan. The Maharaja of Patiah^ 1 hope, will not haft 
many pneople to support him in his new proposition. It it pleasing to note that the 
Maharaja of Bikaner and other great Princes are adhering to Federation and are detw- 
mined to pull them through. As regards the subjects of the States, I have every 
hope that those rulers who advocate Federation and who come into it will be the 
foremost to concede liberty to their own people in the same manner in which Indiana 
under the Swaraj Constitution would be enjoying it. In the Karachi Congreia 
Gandhi made an appeal that no controversy over the problem of the Statea ahould be 
raised either in the Subjects (V)nimiitce or in the open session. None can plead the 
eauae of the States’ subjects and secure their rights better than Mahatma Gandhi. 
Believing him. every one in the Congress including representatives of the aubjeota of 
the Indian States agreed not to raise any question about the Princes. This is an aot 
of statesmanship on the part of Mahatma Gandhi. The country as a whole inelnd- 
ing the people of the States have implicit faith in him. 

RnsERVE Bank and Ourren*cy 

Another imporlaiit onestion for our consideration relates to the safeguardi fnmad 
by the British people. The first of these concerns the question of a Reserve Bank and 
currency. Without a Reserve Dank and controrof currency there can be no Swanl or 
self-government. If Great Hritaiu had any wisdom or statesmanship she would have 
agrera more than 50 years ago to introduce a gold standard and a Reserve Bank In 
India and prevented economic drain and e: travagance. Both England and India would 
then have been prosperous. There would not have been so much discontent, and the 
public debt of India would not have gone up os it has done to over 1,000 crores. It is 
the currency policy of Great Britain that has been responsible for 'the economic ruiu of 
India. If people in India had been educated on this single question in the past, if they 
had known how many crorcs of rupees hud been wasted by the Qcvernment each 
time it increased the exchange ratio, there would have been agrarian revolution In 
the country, as there w'as in Russia, long before Mahatma Gandhi started his non- 
violent non-co-operation movement. Possibly out of chaos and anarchy soother 
Soviet Republic would have been establisbra in the land long ago as in Boaam 
It is the currency policy of the Government that is largely responsible for the steMy 
increase of agricultural indebtedness^ which to-day is over 1,000 crores in all India In- 
cluding the Native iStates. The last effort made in the Legislative Assembly in 1927 
by the elected members to resist the increase of the ratio from Is. 4d. to la. od. and 
also to establish a Reserve Bank and gold currency was oppos^ by the Gofmaseot 
strenuously and we lost it by two or three votes on i^count of the betrayal of soma 
of our own countrymen. Since the increase of the ratio, a losa of hundredf of crorM 
of rupees has bhen incurred by the country. To maintain this unoatnral ra^io ana 
prevent it from falling back to its natural position of Is. 4d.. 30 to 40 crows of ramM 
nave bora wasted by the Govern meat each year during the iMt o 
enhanhement of the ratio, the Government expected to errate a favour^le marlcm u 
India for the import of British cloth and other British goods. wWe Ac 
tjto English purchaser of Indian exports would be paying only 1^5-^siaaa M 
Rs* 15 for the pound to the Indian seller, Indian agricultuMt 
been losing enormously on this account. The Government would not am tM 


accepted the challenge, passed the Lahore rMlu^o 
and followed it up by the first non-violemt ^ 

of which the world has never witne^. What “S* 

our men, women, merchanta, agricultunita had all gone thzongh I Xha WUM ww* 


nntt ftlio be pnpered to take tbe coneequence of tbeir own conduct Ai tKtmst 
lawe which man can make^ there are occasions on which tbe laws of nature are 
boond to pn?aU. Nobody will deny that there is now world depression also. The 
fall in pnoea has been so quick and so vast and so endless that in almost every 
eoontry the producers have been brought to the verge of ruin. But India has been 
affected by this world depression only partially. In spite of the world depression, 
if even k^y the €k>vemment should retrace its steps and immediately reduce the 
ratio to la. 4d. the position of agriculturists will be automatically improved. 
Sir Mootami Webb in a recent interview admitted that in India the inability 
of the agncnlturists to sell their produce profitably prevents them from 
buying mannlsctured goods or even paying the land-tax. As a result the 
agimlturists in India to-day are driven to the necessity of selling the little 
gold in the form ot Jewels that they may have on the persons of the female 
members of the family for payment of the land-tax. This gold is collected by certain 
mesehants in South India ana sent to Bombay for exportation to foreign countries. 
The agrienhuriet is pressed by the ^k and by his creditors. There is no Govern- 
ment os private agency that can give relief to him to enable him to survive this 
period of eeenomic crisis. Even before the present economic crisis the Indian agri- 
enlturist was hopelessly indebted and if he survived, it was only because of the 
eredit he could oommand. Now with the pressure of the Government on one side 
te the payment of tax and the pressure of the creditors on the other side for return 
qI Iona what ia. the agrioalturiste’ position T It is time the Government pawed a 
while ud took aeriooa note of the situation. Tb«^ is tslk everywhere of no-tax 
eempaign not for any pshtioal purpose but out of economic desperstion. Has the 
Govenraiwt baaa iu any way profited by the pursuance of a wrong policy and the 
ooulhinaBOB of the eame inspite of edvicc and protest. Both the Provincial sod 
the> Osntral Oovmmenta are to^y on the verge of insolvency. Has the Govern- 
Bsent of India been able to meet ite eterlfng liAilitiee ? No private trade has been 
IhoKOUidily diidoeated. Every day prices of oommoditiee threaten a further tendency 
to fall. Is It a wondhr if we are to-day in- economic and political chaos 7 Sir 
llontigu Webb urged the Government in an iniorview n week ago to effect imme- 
dlateiy the reduettoa of the ratio to la. 4d. Will the Government agree 7 In oir- 


enmetaiioai aueh aa these. Beading, either ont of ignorance or wilfnlly, has pro- 
pousd sumo saleguardi with regard to the Reserve Bank and the Government s 
mumoeyj^iey. No onu with any knowledge of law or fact on the quesiion of 
It ese nu Bank and enmuoy in Indio oould have with any reason suggested the 
tsutiou of power in the handaof rim Britmh. la it in the interest of Indit that this 
Mwar ahmud be rataiu^d hi tha ha^ of the British 7 Surely not. If in 1927 the two 
luduma who aupportad the Oovemment and give them a minority, had nqf done 
00 ^ the Reaarva Baak and gold eumoey wonld have been eitabliahea in tbit county 
5 yaaia ago. If that had Men done, eould Lord Beading have made bold to put this 

S uaelioii in the shape of a aafeguard 7 The finaueial and commercial experts of India 
ave already protaated against everyooe of the ssfeguards demanded by the Bntisb 
and aooe m the world can sugnst that these saferasrds would be in tbe interest ot 
India. I have no donbt that Manaima Gandhi will not yield in this matter. 

Ftisidnt Hoover is reported to hive made an offer to extend the time for the 
paysMnl of intcrikatioiial debts dne to hit eonotry. It is reported to have been offi* 
smily anaounoid that thia oonessslon will be extended to India in mmrd to India* 
dsbti to Gml Britahi. Applying the snmo reason and logie, the Indian OovemmeDt 
hi ill tun mull thke immediate stepe to prevent the nin of t^ agrieolUuists an 
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tnd\lM pro?iiloB lor pMtponemeat of the 

to tSr^itlMr cwditonf^ OthSiIS I^btokt or 


S the SlMi^or tli of OwMbtumiiUrononclniMat 

wlJeto hiss Govi^rnmcnt of Mtdrot WM my 

into the economic condWnn non-offlcUl commiNion for an enquiry 

£r?««?nfny . conOition of tho Kwtna-God«rari diitricta and .tatpended the eo- 

««wnments in India it ^ Sniy 2to 
the reBettlenient ntea and^'i^na poatponed the enloroement of 

iSi^aS campaifcn in Andhra Deaa and South 

*” Andhra Dwa u((itatioQ haa been iroinff on about 
**®® ‘hat the Ooaprnment V Madraa 

batui^SfteTr Republic aa a^eault^of the laat Wk 

Ikh Sm SX A««hHr and determination to eatab* 

ISd arlS nationa and wUhout the uae of arms 

conuiliuHon to the 

SliSia Li^ *• non.violent method of Mahatma Gandhi and the 

non-violence has bfcn ita creed. But the outaide worid and 
would not believe in non-violence aa a WMpon- of 
Sir Vl52« J? over-throw aiich a atrontt and military tyttem aa 

*" beRianinir of our canapnicn 
cf aoBwso-opcration. we were very nearly ancemafal but we coiiW nol^eld 
5? "***"i®j*a? tnl^rnatioriol diaacnaiona and want of auffleient diaeipline. 
Opmmaoal diBerencra were finmented by interrated apcnctca and both Hlndnt and 
Victiroa. They fouKfat for ten yeara, meaaured their eti^th and 
me drairoy the other. With the aeceMloD of 

Mahatina Gandhi from the Cenprcaa and the fhronifion of the Bwai i Party wA 
S! dijfercncfi. both the Government and the 

India had aone beyond redemption and that ihe wti 
***** Wiryor Ncinc knew how the ao-cnllcd ianerant maeaee, the' 

lira y^b. imbibed the spirit of non-violence and were preparina ihemaehfi 
m - occawon demand^. None knew that the auraina maeaefc of India 

Bare mn tmrating' for a^ labourina more and more for ceonomic and social freedooi 
mn m eecurinir a few ofBeca or joha nnder the rkivcrnmcnt or 'a few aeala In the 
Swarai eonatitutim. Even the nirmbers of the Workina Committee did not know 
toe p^eotiaiitj of ii^r own country or Ihe rcadineaa of their own people to iump 
into the 0eld nnd fight to the laat when Gandhip called upon them to follow him. 
Many of the roemliere of the Workina Committee and many others did not know 
that the imer of the country would force the people into action so iooo after the 
paaamg of tM Independence resolution at Lahore. That was why almost every one 
JJ the m^bers of the Working Ck>roniittce asked for time before atartina action. 
Sjf-M Gandhiji that, if he started action in March J930, he would be 

!J»* jJ*POiean before Waterloo hot to biro there was an inner call and he observed 
i* Mahatma Gandhi bapperied to declare that he would go to Dandi 
with bis devoted AsbmroitiGB to break the salt laws and that be would not letuni 
t® w Aahram until the freedom of the country was achieved. This was the etarkw 
mlwhich the n^aes followed showing they bad understood Gandhijia meaeags §&t 
Inmm. You will pardon these personal refiTence in this connection. 

Tbra there ia the question of trade convention. At first sight it looks estraordlBaiy 


trude hm when the whole battle for the fre^om of India bM arisen out of tho 
;[*«• wofiona of Great Britain with India ever since the country waa ooeupied Jbv 
*?* Many of my countrymen rosy well wonder aa to whether it if poMiblf 

ot all that there can be any trade convention with British traders, epecially at thie 
when India haa to develop her own trade and industry and adopt an poanM 
Py**^!!® measures to the exclusion of even Great Britain. Before ^ 

ghoe, Mahatma Gandhi insisted upon a change in the expression adopted by I^rd 
5*o«iBg in hie demand for a trade convention. Lord Reading's proposal was that 
?**• •hoald be a trade convention in the intcrcat of Great Britain nut Mahatma 
^tt° hi aaid that it would not be agreeable to him and to bia country, unless any 
P*®pOi€d tiida oonventioD waa in toe interest of India. Lord Irwin aa a icamahli 
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mao accepted tba anendmeot and adopted it. The whole qaection maw ia,«a la 
whether the trade contention proposed hj Lofd Readinf? ie hi the intereste ef India. 
Mahatma Gandhi is the sole jitdfse to decide the matter. One thina I can say is 
that there is no inconsistency between a trade conTcntioa as modified hyMahatma 
Gandhi and the demand of India ercn for Complete Independence. There are 
sndi tr«ide conrentions today between other free conn tries, for exam^ between 
doriet Rnssia and Orest Britain. 1 shall not take the house Into details in this con- 
nection, It is possible to evolve a fonnnla for a trade convention if only Great 
B/itain would not be in the way of the foil freedom of India. 

Lastly, we have to consider the qiievtion of the army and foreijsn relations. The 
British nation has Wn holding India in the interests of their trade. When once 
India secures and establishes her right to govern herself and carry on her own trade 
in her best interests and when the British people can carry on their trade only 
under a con vent ion. there should not he much nerd for them to keep an expensive 
army in this country. Let us hof)c that Mahatma Gandhi would be able to settle 
the question of the army and the foreign rchitions also in the best interest of the 
country. There are friends in London who callid the Congress and Gaiidhiji. betrayers 
of the interest of the- people in as much as Oandhiji entered into a truce uith the 
British for ihc purpose of negotiation. As 1 have pointed out above, nothing incon- 
sistent with the Xutiotial Demand has been accepted or agreed to by Mahatma 
Gandhi. The British arc shrewd business people. They know what India is to-day 
and what India will be to-morrow if negotiation fails. They have also seen since 
the date of the truc'C how this woa].)oii of non-violence could be applied with success 
for the establishment of a 1i>'pubiic in Spain. King Alfonso abdicating the throne in 
a most peaceful manner. The British should know that under the leadership of 
Sfahatma Gandhi the people of India of all castes arc determined to do whatever 
they are commanded to do in the struggle for national freedom. 

Almost the constitution of every country in the world with very few exceptions 
has provided for reservation and maiotenanoc of the fundamental rights of the people. 
The provision Is neccssarv l)ccause every ruler is liable to become tyrant and 
selfish in the exercise of the powers vested in him. It is certainly necessary that 
there should be a provision for fundamental rights in oiir 8waraj Constitution. It 
makes no difference whether the king or ruler is white or brown in complexion. It 
is necessary that the rights of the labourer and the coinnioii workei snd also of 
those who arc highly placed iu social position or wealth should be given e^ual 
protection. In 1919, Mr. Monion said : '‘Capitalism is an eri! in relation to Socialism. 
Capitalism is a blessing in roiatioii to Mtxiievnlism. in relation to petty production". 
In so far as we are not strong enough to effect a direct transition from petty pro- 
duction to Soci'ilisin. Capitalism is to a certain extent inevitable. Eight years later 
in 1927 Adolp .T< fly, Director-iii-Chief of the Concessions Committee of the Soviet 
Govern men t, slatCil the decision of foreign capital as follows : ’*Wc admit foreign 
capital because now we are strong enough and can reguLatc its goal in our Socialist 
economy. We can not and will not surrender to it the command of industry, but 
we will allow the vast capital a place in our intliistry. In certain branches of in- 
dustry foreign capital to the extent of 10, 20 and even 40 percent..aiid hi exceptional 
cases, even more is allowed." Such is the n^onomic doctrine of Russia even under 
the Soviet Government. 1 do not therefore Indievc that any attempt will be made 
now in our Constitution to level, down Capitalism altogether and Introduce the 
nationalisation of land and other proiierty. No revolutionary changes which might 
d«.«troy the social fabric of the Indian p^plo should, in my opinion, be brought 
at this stage. It will not be in the interest of the smooth working of any Cousiitu- 
tution. It will not be within the iirovince of a few constitution to say what laws 
■hould be enacted and what taxes should be levied. A Swaraj constitution must be a 
free constitution which gives the right to the representatives of the people to enact 
such laws AS will be conducive to the health and prosperity of the people as a whole. 
By this I do not think that the rights and privileges of the monied classes should 
in anv way be jeopanlisod. On the other hand every effort should be made to pro- 
tect them 111 all possible ways. Let us strive to bring such a constitution into 
being by offering, if necessary, every sacrifice in our power. 



TBE STUDENTS’ CONFERENCES 
AD lirin StafaKs' CtnoHoa. 


Every y«*r along with the eewion of the Indiiui National Conneea a confemce 
of itudenta waa being held to bring togoiher the atudeati of the eoontry Into a 
common organiaation. But the attempt had failed. Qenee the Bind atudeati were 
not in a mood to convene the conference. Hut after aome conanll^ion, Menara 
'Rriih O. Babhani, H. P. MirchandaDi. A. J. Mamtora, H. O. Butanl. R T. Bhahani. 
H. R. Wadhwaiii, V. 1. Jagliani aud aome other frienda iindtTtook to crnivtae 
the conference on the condition that a real attempt will be made at the coaie ^ee 
to form an All India Btudenta* Federation. Aa the deciaiim waa taken only thwe 
weeka earlier than the aetKion of the conference, not much rcaponac waa eipeeM. 
But the conference waa fairly repreaentalive. Alnwyt ev^ 

Mr. A. S, Mamtora waa the cltoirnian. and Mr. Tinih (t. Sabhani waa the 

***TT5e eoaferen^ waa held in the Khalikdiiia hall. Karachi 

under the preaidcatahip of Pundit Jawnharlal Nehru. About ^en 

detegotea and membera of the reception ^umlitee were .. 

leiSmUke Meaara. J. M. Sen "iri^MWnSSd 

ICamalhdevt Chattopadhya, Syt. Harindwnath Clmttopadhya. Dr. Syed Uahmaa 

and othcra were preaent. All of them dHiveri atimng •P*^^‘ mnd 

The following la the giat of the apocchea of the general accierary, rhairmaii and 

a. SahUam, the general accretary,,in Wa of ^SoSIn^ 

that in. the faat atruggfe atudenia hint not conlnlmtcd their 
there were individual atudenta who became the whol e 1»«>® tUlSal 

c^^nitr aa a whole waa ao to aay^ apathetic. lmh.dSa 

aeeretary Drought home to the miiida of the atudenta that they wijre w« tw^oearera 

Fedeialion^uid eahoitcd the atudenta to form atrong 
province and when the neat, war comra, to 

Si ia the struggle for the liberty of their aweet Motherland. *« ^ 

S'. X /. Kn-tofo. chnirniMi. in hi.^ wiiwme P—"! 

‘’^rweTy**jw 

SSSS 

PrtSt? sr^” 

work in apreadmg the goatid aimlhi ••Pholwarl*’ 

hHMtioo. • MmtciiM' informal^ bnrean lu^ *,!,**^rt|Mii^?tSSentt' Frdwrtlon wllfc 

iV>^ Si. iJnTWito^VlwiinSW 

^ tff'JuuSKn rtu. dre.™ ol »«y . «»-«• «• 

*" 1 ^: dndtnnn. the rcnlu o( th._ |«t ' 



the aoiemn pageanta of auffenng and •acrihw wa 

India, when men and women, boya and •?*[**• .JJl:® J j -^nt amiling U , — — 
patriotiam in their eye. courted batwa and .fu hiatoric migration from 

the meek pesMnU 3 Gujerat atarticd the world ^h bJ«r elMUWt 

their heariW^d homea to the barren w*Wcrn^ the ^w quicklng of JM? that 
tmtiiDony to the new apirit that Oandhiii **•» foiSmde that Oandhjji haa 

Oudhiji has caused, and the twelve montha back. She it 

hrongbt into being. India to-day is not what she waa iw 
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A trADsformed India ,-- ar India bitterly conacioua of its political subjection and 
eoonotnic exploitation and determined to be politically free and mistress in her home. 

The chairman considered the present educational system as a hopelessly anti-diln- 
▼ian and out of date as designed for manufacturing clerks and subordinate officers 
to help the British to ^vern this country. He suggested that vast network of 
cygaoisations, with the sole aim of carrying the torch of knowledge through educa- 
tion to the very doors of the masses, should be forthwith started. 

Concluding he said: 'Have we joined the army of these inebriated young risiou- 
arias ? Or do we stand aside ridiculing and deriding every comrade of ours who 
•steps in the formidable column of the forward marching forces of the youths of the 
world crying 

**beware ; beware ; 

His flashing eyes, bis floating hair." 

Amidst prolonged applause Pandit Jawaharlal Sehru^ the president rose to deliver 
his address. As ho Was ill he said he would speak very few words. In a brief Hindi 
meeeh he acolded the organisers for conducting the proceedings in Biiglish. He asked 
the students whether Karachi was in India or outside India. 

In the oourse of the address, Pandit Jawaharlal Siiid he was greatly >pertarbed 

the veoent happenings In the country. The execution of Bhagat bingh and bM 
comrades irss a reminder of their inability to protect the brave and patriotic young 
men. He had jdso heard in the afternoon of ibe tragic happenings at Cawnpore. 
cnlmiiiatu^ in a Jarge number of deaths. It was reported that bis very dear friend 
Bandit Oanesh hffianlkar Vidyarthi. Preaident of the Provincial Congress Committee, 
liad heea killed in the course of the rioUng. Like the true brave Congreeaman he 
waa, he must have ruahed to 4he point of danger, and must have tried to pstcity the 
feafie who were kUthig each othde. If he had met his death in that manner, it 
eraa ns n tme IndiaB ahoold meet it ^*Thc tragedy Of Cawnpo.re is the object 
leaaoB that vioteiMio need ws, though with the best of motiveR, is apt te 
m aai nnd lead to talemeetfie ooofliot Ihe oaly poople <whe profit by it «re our 
opponenta. Wfi cannot settle any vital problem in the eountry to-day, much iesa the 
eommiinal fproblem, hgr violence, nor could we adUc it by temporary pacts or 
areangemeatii. Only by nttaduiig the soot of tl[(c disease could we eradicate it. 
Toang mea, espenalty, hsve to besr the brant of the woih for the aeiutloa of these 
probleoii. Young men mast envii^e a new order of things aad eradicate the evils 
which mahe progress impossible. Tonng men snust reraetnber dtat 'Trecdou*’ and 
‘Independence*’ were mere words till a new order is lashioncd which ends inoiiaali- 
tka, exploiUtioo and religious bigotry/' 

Bsndit Jawaharlal oontioiied : “There is a grant deal of disoussion ahonl 
trace today, but 1 ahould like the youth to remember that no living 
cowtiy ean accept any seUiement which is anvthing lews then complete iadependeoce. 
Any settlement which barten away a part of feetdom^ most necessarily fail, and 
the straggle will have to be coatiaved. Therefore let young men be quite clesr 
abNt the ideal of complete freedom and social equality. The iissc for ahowtuig of 
•Iqgiuis has passed away, and young asen unml act, lor action ahrae eounta. 

RaaolwiioM 

FoHowiag are some of the inporiaiit resoiationa that were passed :*• 

l**While expressing its confidraoe in Haliatma Osadbi and the Coamn Working 
tkmimittee lor their inspiring ooiiduct of civil disobedience movement, this conference 
expresses its disappointment at the Gandhi Irwin sotttoment and urges upon the 
Indian National Gongi^ not to lower the flag of complete independence. 

2— This conference is of opinion that no form of Government will be acceptable to 
the youths of the eountry unless it marks the end of all cxploitttkm of the masses of 
the people and the reconstruction of the society on the bssis of equality of man and 
man and woman and woman and nationalisation of all the instruments of produe- 
tioo; distribution and exchange. 

Ih-This conference emphatically declares that all the antiquated social and reli- 
mms eualoffls lilm child marriage, enforced widow-hood, puniah system, uotoachabi- 
uty, inequality of the sexes and such other resetionary customs which sap the viu- 
' lily of the naUon should be abolished ; and calls upon the youths to r^ against 
Ihinn and give piaetacal effect to these in their daily life. 

4— This conneenoe resolves that an All India Biudents’ Federation, be lormed and 
immediate etepe tekeo to eetatablisb students’ orgaoisatioas in almost all the 
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ptovinees. For this purpose a provisional workinf( committee with the following men* 

Meherally (Chairman) from Bombay ; 2. Syt. Tirith O. Sabhani 
rOeneral Secretary) from Sind ; 3. Syt. Mciion (General Secretary) from Madras, 
A Miss Zntshi from Lahore ; 5. Syt. Rohit Mehta. Oujerat ; 6. Syt. Abinash Bhatta- 
charya from Bengal ; 7. Syt. R. N. Mukherji from U. r.. R SyL Ariinangsn Oe from 
Ben^l ; 9. Syt. Dnatur from Bombay. 


The U. P StsileBls’ Conference 

Mr, C. BedtH in his ndtlnaa to the V. P. Students’ Cbiifcreiice. which opened 
at Allahabjid on (he J7th, Janunry W31, observcxl : 

Friends— It ia the custom of llitidns to b«'Rin every funi^on with ihe wornbip 
of Gsneaha. who can remove all obsiacles cxTO|rt lhost> preventing Ws own namgiga 
Now the Uaneshas of ihi^e coiifmmres who overcome the obsta^ so^Wgg^ 
them arc llie Executive CoiiuuiitiM*. Let me then liepn by Minting the Conam^ 
who iiave organised this confiicnee and incideiiially dkl me the ^ 

to prcaide. Umler oidiimry l iivuiusiurioca 1 almiild have thauhfnily ^ ype ptrf ^ 
iirvitatiou but my jnior heiuth nud the cold -of Noitherii India have frighleaed me 

*^?he^s^^e w mia^ J -should h^ hked to 
spirit in the clear -ivattw tif youih niid ttplciuabea ray sonl. 



herKmmaaadmay 

“"fif « .1.. ^r*^'!*** st&St 

i« tbe realm of thouBlit-llie .tarry ~ 

reiion wiUiout. Tliey prepare the youth for the battle of Me by I«w«P^ "»"» 
others do no only by example. ahAt I am not a very 

This address from tTliiiioor to Allahated is a pardon may InabilU^ 

good marksman and if it goes wide of the targrt, ymi will plmm g^rdw 
Moreover an address to students is no easy task^ a% ofmy 

lot-criiicttl of others, tio 1 niust uSca to^bs fudged and 

mind. And yet not being a dogmatist I can only present issues w oe j ugu- 

act€d upon by you and not lay the wrong, unless you art 

Avoid the habit of saying ^at •*' (ortlSr sbortimtogs 

prepared to be in the right here and now. if Ics^^nvcnieot. IdC 

« a good thing, to set the right example is a trifle 

cniicism corrwes the soul ihst makes it. no leas. The pufpoae 

, It is usual to preach discipline to id aidSV not .to pS- 

of discipline is to increase our eflicicney as it only lenorism in 

duce stultification. A disciuline which in i9& on bsbalf 

suother form. When Gokbale and Lajpat I who was the# ah 

^the Congresa to plead the cause of ^ *J?5,“'7nd ttr William Wedder- 
under-graduaic io Cambridge, was 5?? waa a GoTeromeiit of India 

bum to help them on the platform which I did. As I was a wv^o 
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•cholar* objection was taken by 8ir Cnrzon WyllicL a very good friend of mine, to 
n^y participation in poUtica, I argaed that a scholarahip was not a aalarv, that it wan 
given to help me to develop my own peraoiiality, and that a acholar was not a 
salaiM civil servant. Ihe matter was not pursued any further but I believe the 
scholarship rnles were eban^ thereafter. 

Make no mistake about it. Book cducjition is not the panacea for all the ills that 
onr is heir to. You can have ideas without character and not infrequently you 
can have^ character without clearly defined ideas. Iherc are some who can define 
courage without being courageous and there are also iieopln arc innately cour- 
ageous without being able to write a K'nrned dissertuiiou on courage. Similarly with 
prjwoUs^ Every ^triotis nut a political philosop.hcr aiul every ' philosopher 'is not 

SpiniT GREATKn Than Intellect 

^ Spirit is of infinitely greater oonse<iit(‘nce than intellect, f can't define it. not 
being sufTiciently iiitclioctual. Wo can sec it in its operation. The English were s 
mMt spirited and detcrminc'd race of patriots long before the t'ornpiilsory Kicmentnry 
Education Act of 1870. It is a life forerc springing from iiiifathoiuahle dt pths atill 
•pMOiog more by ezamaple and imitutioii than precept, and dry do(‘trine. Are the 
Baidoli peaMiits more spirited than you ? I don't know. Von must draw the com- 
parison. or is it the contrast, yourselves. 

Is theK then any ground, other than tboiightless, fruitless vanity, for gniduatt^i 
and Varsity men to consider themselves us such Bumwior to their neighbours ? In- 
tellectual vanity Is less eicnsablc than the vanity ot physical beauty. The latter is u 
perceptible kkxI ; the former, more often than not, an insidious evil. Consider the 
responae made to the vital forces now oiieratiog in the country by the diflcreiit cafe- 
gonea of pMple. If gradations of superiority and inferiority are to be based on this, 
what would be the position of most of us ? I would shudder to look at inyst^lf in 
*he mirror after your critical hands have done my grading or rather degrading. 

Tm oMtipn wheatber students should take part in politics is a burning question. 
hunjMig like foreign cloth and every lerni of this question has to be invo^tigated. 

•«« ^ 8. 8. li. C. is timt it is a preparation for life ns well ns the 

Varsi^. Therefore all poat-8. 8. L. O. men could without doing violenec to our 
cduoitioDal presumption take part in polHtcs, whi(*h is a part of life. Nobody objects 
tf the stadenta going out into Ule taking such part. The problem is thus narrowed 
down to the case of students in the ’Varsities. Ought Htudents while n*maining 
students to take part in politics ? That is the question. 

Is 1 ^ **Not-taking part in politics'* a s|X!cies of |iolities ? Holoti In his wisdoai 
t lor people who did not take one side or the other in a crisis, for 

he held that remaining neutral was s dereliction of futiren duty. It is n weighty 
o^rvation of George Elliot t^t only two subjects can isigngo tin? whole pcisonality 
of man, via., Theology which deals with the relation of the individual soul to the 
unseen powexa above, and Politics which dnils with Uic reiatinns of mair to roan and 
to society in general. They are both an atmof.pherc^ Bil-envei(»ping which we cannot 
avesd without spiritual or moral sufi'oeatiou. Education is undonbtctlly concerned 
with the development of the individual ; but is there such a tiling as an individual 
apart from society ? Man rcaehes himself soonest through society nnd indeed esn 
he raacM only thus, Aristotle defined man ns jiolitieal animal. Arc not students 
men 7 Both Pluto and Aristotle wrote their monumental treatises on ICducatioo st 
chapters of thrir politics, giving it its due place of subordination. If it is said that 
itudeuts ahould confine themselves to studies, should not the same principle of ei« 
cluBive concentration be applied to lawyers, merchants and other varieties 7 Then 
should husbandmen do nothing but keep on husbanding 7 Who then are left to do 
the wpi* of the country 7 Is it suggested that a race of profcasional politicians 
should be created 7 They arc coming into existence even without anylaidy’s sugges- 
tion and CkM save ns and the country from them. 

CiTIZHBIIlP— A OO.MMON DfTY 

Oiiiianship is the common duty of all because it involves the common destiny of 
all. Every large question discharges itself sooner or later :iuto politics. Industry, 
commerce, taxatioD, etc., are in no small rouasitro the itatf of iHilitics. Educsiionsi 
tytteRiai uw careers open to our imdnatcs, general and technical, medical degr^ 
and K|nstratipn, autonomy of UnivcrHiticH— are these in no way aflccud or conai- 
tionadoy politics? Ixird Burnham says that ours is clerkship pdiicstion. Bss 
poUtlca nothing to do with the type thus installed 1 
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Then they e»y that atadents could fake paii in politico Inn it uiunl not be an 
•etive part. It shoald only be a rontcmplative part. Be you phitosophera for your 
long years anu then you can be men if possible. You may study ix)litics to your 
hearths content or rather head's repletion. You niny think politics ; so long as you 
don’t act, nobody will object to thinking as you please. I must say this amount of 
toleration has alu’ays persi.*>ti'd in this otherwise horrible world and wc must be 
thankful that jiatriotism has not been declared an ilii gni emotion. 

But let me ask. Education, ii is conceded, roust develop chsrnrt/r. ]s it possible 
to have character without conduct ? la conduct to Ik* jK>st|K>ncd till after cdlucation 
is completed ? And when is cdiicatir.ii brought to a dratl stop ? I should think at 
death only if wc ore a live people. Is our thought in no way coiiditiotud hy our 
conduct, the trials and experiences we undergo? flow are wisdom and correct judg- 
ment possible without action and le-neiioii between self and environment? Abslract 
yourself from life for four years— refuse to respond to the sights and calls around 
you for four years. Wbal would be your capacity for right spirit and ' Onduct after 
such n regime of Hclf-suppressioii ? Jf the liettcr impulses niia idea** .ire not allowed 
to flow into action of souic soil, wen t jmi Ictomc n sink of b^pocrisy ? Even a 
balanced mind can’t ensure from this Hystem of training. 

What then should lie the form of activity ? Nobody rules cut study and 
thought ; and in ibis field addns^LS by c xperic*iictd udminiKt tutors on their particu- 
bir departments and by jK)liticiun.s of dillcnn! schools of ihoiigLr, Moderaica, 
tremists, J^oyalista, Nntioiiaiists, ('ominunalisis. etc, will be of sjM'cial value. They 
are a part of the realistic study of politics which will act uk a corrective of vague 
theories and imjiossildo doctrints. 1 must say that the nvertige Indian sludriit larks 
grasp of reaiiiies, experience and balanced judgment. We must therefore l)r put 
into touch with incn iit affairs and affairs as well. 

On the piactical side the L'nivcrsitics themselves should organise social and rural 
reconstruction work. Social work is a recognised course in some of the I'nivcrsitlea 
in England. Oxford and Cambridge maintain inissiotis in the East End of London. 
Bristol has a two year social Testamur courser-theoretical and practical. Monastic 
abstraction books lend to juodnee cxiieme mentalities— ddnli’ning hypocrisy or an 
explosive tcin pern men t. 

Rural work, I understand, has been organised in on* or two universities in India. 
You have a long vacation of thrc’C months. If you could be organised in batches 
of 3 or 4 and sent out to the villages nearest to your native homes to hold evening 
classes for a month or fortnight at each centre on cultural subjects like General 
History of Modern Nations, So< ial Problems, Civics, Indian History and Adminisra- 
tion etc. and welfare snbje'*ts like Hygiene, you will have done a good deal to 
awakerr the masses to some knowledge of the world as it is to-day and also gained 
valuable experience of the real conditions in our own country— our problems and the 
extent to which remedies on a voluntary basis arc possible. You will htvo trained 
yourselves in habits of organised work. In the big cities, yon can by turns run 
workmen’s clubs— such as have been recently opened in Bombay and build up con- 
tracts with factories and laliour organisations. Ten»|)eiance work calls for vigorous 
propaganda. I have been advocating this kind of work since 11)25. But whtlt^ 
applaud, few have taken up. Reading and arm chair thinking arc so inoch caaier 
than conduct. Just think or rather imagine 4000 college students attacking roughly 
1,000 villagers or centres accessible to 2 or .3 villages fnt a month tacU year and for 
four years — what an army of enlightenment you would l)ecomc. And how illumioed 
you would be yourselves. 


ExA.WI»I.E or (.-HIXESE hj'J L’PENK 

The illustrious Professor Alfred Marshall-one of the tniwt English friends of 
India— once remarked to me that he was puzzled and painra by the mentality exhi- 
bited by Indian students in Camliriduc. Whereas the Ghinese and .lapan^ boys 
were habitually cagrr to go and work for the iiplifi of their countries, Indian stu- 
dents were only after ofncial careers and often went to him lor recommendations. 
He said it in pity and no malice. The China of to-day with its dr-jnet prospect of 
nationhood, is to a large extent the work of ('hinesc students, who went out enthusis- 
villages and carried on pror^nganda. . . , , - 

The nation is the centre round which the life of the advanced races resolves. It 
^sufficiently amongst ns ? . i f. • *— 

The activities 1 Imve hinted at above enjoy two merits. Firstly, they don t loter- 
with your studies. If anything, this charige of occupation during vacj^ion^s 
sot as a tonic on you. ^$ccoDdly,tyou don't incur the risk of disiavour wittt uOTem- 
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mmt or Um aoirenitT antboritiet. In fact nnirenities should orgsnhHs this work, 
otherwise it ean’t be done effideotlj or on s large enough scale. 

Students should take part in elections. It is to be hoped that they will intio- 
dufse an element of idealism into our contests. In America the university students 
are a big factor in deciding the fate of candidateii. As Secretary of the CSsmhridge 
Univefsity Liberal Ciuhb I organised over a hundred meetings in the General Elec* 
tions of 1905. 

I presume that few will question the right and propriety of students taking 
active part in the civil life and imlitics in the alH>ve and similar ways. But some- 
times a more heroic call is made on students not consistent with their personal safety 
or pursuit of studies. They are asked to qnit collecres and undertake peketing of 
liquor shops, enforce boycott of British goods and iti other ways play their part of 
energetic missionaries in the national npheavel. During the nun*co-operatton move- 
ment of 1921 quite a number of students snsrtended their studies and at the present 
lime too colleges have been in some places picketed with success. 

This policy is rigorously denonncM by Govern men t. the University authorities 
and a number of Indian leaders, who regard is ns sacrilege to ask students to give 
np their studies. 

1 shall try to present the pros and cons of this interesting controversy, because 
In some respects it aflbrds a clear index of the divergent minds in the country and 
thdr code of values. 

Exglish Ukiveb^ities axo thi: Great War 


It is admitted that during the Great War Universities in Englniui and Europe wss 
emptied of their students in order to get rc(*rntts for the fighting forces. The sane- 
of books was subordinated to the life of the nation. The Univerbitiesof the West 
did not tit Idle through the civil wars either. They would not )>e kept olf the field 
of battle. Has this dmu regarded as a sin and slur on their fair name ? Did it 
retard the intellectual progress of Europe or did it act ns a spur for discovery and 
invention and even the progress of future and fine arts ? The ((ocstioii then is ; Ts the 
crisis through which Inoia is now passing such n big crisis ns to justify students 
forsaking their classes and plunging into the roovenunt ? It is for each one 
amongst you to answer with hand on heart. If yon think it is not a big enough 
crisis, take the world into your confidence and say in what particulars it should 
be improved in order to deserve your patronage. 

Will it argue a bad or weak moral character if you do iion-co-operale? Is theie 
anvthing immoral in the methods or aims of the national mov'^ment ? Who is the 
nobler of the two— the student who is blind and deaf to tlic sights and cries around 
him or he who, impulsively if you like, rushes to show sympathy with his suffering 
brothers ? Which is the mstter principle of action, blood is thicker than water or 
examinations are thicker than blood ? 

Consider whether the growth into strong sincere manhood will be promoted by 
years of cold callous calculating indifference to the call of the conn ti 7 — the moat 
penetrating so far heard in India ? But, it is asked, could we disobey our teachers ? 
What I are Gandhi and Motilal Nehru not teachers, teachers of life which is a bit 
better than books ? Are they less interested in the welfare and progress of young 
India than professors and lecturers, less wise, less patriotic ? Is Association with 
them moral depravity qualifying you for a long sojourn in Borstal settlements, while 
obedienoe to CmancelTors is sanity and saintliness ? 

Bat it may be objected we honestly differ from this movement and its mandst^ 
and consider them wrong. Certainly this alters the case. If yon honestly think it 
is all wrong resist it to the best of your ability and opportunity. Don't act except 
under irresistible conviction. 


If, on the other hand, you hold it to be a noble endeavour and admire the men 
and women bravely bearing the burden of the fight and undergoing suflbring unflin- 
ohingly, Uien it were cowardice to remain without demonstrating your sympathy and 
snpi^^ by some action however mild or moderate but unmistakable. 


1 would add two cautions. You are not self-supporting. Your idealism rests on 
parental finanoe. Yon must therefore act with the consent of your parents, unless 
you are convinced that it is your duty to cut adrift if need be. Many a young 
English lad haa taken to the sea in a spirit of adventure. If young men here si^ 


mattm. 
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The Mahatm4'8 Thachixok 


** fiwl you work und in iKHiM 
JSSL mil Sf ji? ^®*‘*f* Will oot such a Ufa 

J 8eff.rehant and able to look danger in the lin 

clwwcter bui|ding--ir)1l not that build your cbforaotif 
**‘‘**^J^!S and note* taking ? Who has built Uie i^ametcr of our 

^men and made ibcni the aublnue heroincti that ao many of them utu to-^y ? 
llUbKtin* Gandhi or the Lnirerailini? And within what lime too? The Habatoa 
•f* one year tbii all the riiivereitiee in India pnl tOKflher in all 

theit hfetaine from ihcir fonndati.m to this hoar. The irloriona Dceh SovilMi did 
not calculate, oo they have aocnri.-tl immoiinlity for tnonnk'Wea and may eecttfo 
aaWation |pr the motherland. You calpu!ai**«-doirt you ? And where are voo * The 
Rt* Hon. arinivasa .Saatn, a demon of Moderatiam. deciiii^ not Inim ago In 
Kimland that he was very proud of the pan played by the women of onr coniilry. 
Wnicxi women, and what part ? And who was ihcir inspiration and guide? 

I^t us estiinate the nnitrrinl loss aecrning from sii8|)cndinff studim. What it tlte 
lost in terms of liTciihood ? A’on know that unemplovment will be one of the 
pleasure of vour post-ierndnate life. In Madras some ^W) RA/a apply for a ainple 

tucftirre bone collwts a congrmtion of 
SCO pitwus souls wagging thnir tails -if sonU have tails. So what la the liveKhood 
value of your education which yon have to forego 1 I mean in the case of ordinary 
graduates. 

Now what ia the cultural loss lobe apprehenJctl ? Onr University education 
has a high cultural value though it is inferior in this rrspirt to KiirojWn Univer- 
sities. But can it be said that fellowship in a noble sirnggbi and the ex|M‘rieneo it 
brings have no bearing on richness of life and mind ? A large mimlier of young 
men in England w straight from school to the Military and Naval Acadcralci— men 
of high serial rank and influent ial crnnections. Any * one who knows a Hritish 
officer knows that he is in every sense of the term a gvntUnmii and man of culture. 
Many of the best British administrators in India have hailed from military ranks. 
In sympathy, generosity, knowledge of human nature, wide outlook and straight 
sincere dealing, soldiers arc not lK>hind>band civilians, l4}ss of l)Ook-lovc m.iy be 
compensated for by the love supiilinl by the book id life. 

And as reg:irus eharacter, few people would rank the educational factor above 
the larger factor of Bocial, political and business litV*. 


f take it that here as elsewhere there will be snrcial cssw. Ishonid a brilliant 
researcher opening up new fields of knowledge, or auding, be it on imxlwt mcMure. 
to our store of knowledge, exchange the laboratory or library for picketing a liquor 
shop ? Would it result in the best possible distriliuiion of onr national enermet . 
You may be a Raman in the making and Roman tond shall I add, while hw, ^ha .) 
is a builder of India though not in the sense in which the Oowdhis, Nehrus, 
Ansaries and Azacls are. He iijercasea the amount of international rrspcft felt for 
India, Just as sulf-rcspcct ia a function of the reaper t Ml by others lor you, 
similarly national self-respect is in the same measure a result of intcrDalional rwpect. 
Moral factors are of the essence of iintionalisni and he who contributes them, whether 
poet, philosopher or scientist, is in every truth a nation-builder, the maker of our 
racial personality. Highly sivecialised talent would do well to remain and work m 
Its own sphere. , 

^ if you arc all Ramans and Sabas in various stages of development, please 
don’t give up your studies. 1 bc-u-cch you but stick to your desks for my sake ana 
the. sake of tJic country. In fact you should not have attended this Conference. 

I hope that in diseusaing this subjwt— difliciilt and delicate one— I have 
^uccceJcd in anaivsing it into its cignificant f?.ctois. mlucii g it to ns proper 
proportions and placing it in its due perspective in the scheme of bfe for wnicii 
youth must prepare itself. 


The NATlo^'AI. Movkmknt 


rhe most robust amongst us can't escape fits of pcthuni!*!!:! as we 
••Unatioii uni this binders ell'ort. is the wntioim! n»v»vtineiit a dc< p-scaterl, permtiient 
"**d growing rcaiitv or is it only a inoincnfniy l!:ihh and temTAuary bysicria . Can 
persevere? Or will we succumb to exhaustion ? If it is goin|« to succ^, won t 
« succeed without help ? If it is going to fail, won't it fad even if we help TBt,n 
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wby not look oo unenncernedljr and attend to onr private busincsa or anap up the 
pnees that C!oogrcaBmen racate ? It is a qnastion of faith and aelf'Confideoce. 
«ie beaarial eieraent in us operates with greater persistency than the divine. Do we 
^"^efore want to become naked brutes ? The lightning dash lasts but a moment. 
, ^wie the castor oil lamp blinks awnv for hours. Which do we prefer 7 Truth is less 
widespread than falsehood. Is falsehood the reality and truth a mirage 7 If 
snccesB is guaranteed, you will say where is the nccnl for effort 7 After all, have not 
thmp been better to-day than a few years ago and may they not be improved 
rarfher 7 Some years ago nothing was stirring in India except the mosquito. 
To-day the masses even are astir. 1930 has revealed the glory that India is at her 
best. It is for us to capture the lightning and convert it into steady abiding 
illumination. 

The other obstacle to moral conduct is what Dr. (lore, the eminent English 
Divine, called the sight of solid, sordid world comforttibly thriving on our sacrifice. 
Gandhi, Ansari, Ahul Kaiam Azad and Nchrus go to jail ; the others toiled not to go 
to the Bound Tabic Conference. The soldiers risk their lives, the 8tny-al-hon*,cs 
become Ministers and Executive Councillors. The lion sheds its blood in opening a 
way in the jungle, the jackal follows at a safe distance and laps up that blood with 
evident satisfaction and prides itst^lf on its prudence. The horses pull the chariot, 
the ffy on the wheel congratulates itself on the dust raised and imagines that it 
controls the direction. These discrepancies are inevitable in the uneven career of 
fwogress. And if there are no soldiers willing to die and sacrifice themselves so that 
the others and futue generations may prosper, the race will become decadent and no 
one will be saved. The siglit of tbc unworthy prospering is but an added element 
in the sacrifice undertaken and must not bo allowed to damp our moral ardour. 

Presiding at the AU-ludia Students* Conference in Bclgauin during the Congics.< 
aessions, I said India was not yet a iiatioii. Though we arc nearer to nationhood now 
ibau five years ago, still wc have not reached the culmination of our ambition. There 
are the communal squabbles not free from the icproacli even of separatism as wiineast'd 
by Sir Mahomed Iquars speech. The united front presented to the Simon Commi- 
ssion broke up at toe sight of the Round Table and those who declared that only Con- 
gress can deliver the goods delivered thcrosclres as the only goods at'Sheir disposul. Thu 
attraction of jobs has not visibly abated. Honour, the positive incentive for noble 
action, and shame, the negative feeling that nuikus no refrain from the ignoble are 
not operating to the extent requisite. Grant all this and worse, and yet what is to 
be done 7 Shall we give up in despair 7 Or shall wo in mccknccs of spirit and can- 
dour acknowledge the facts and work with greater vigour though with diminishing 
hope to repair the damages and coasolidaiu our people 7 Supimse wc dismiss 
nationalism as impossible. How shall we siive our character from lapsing into gro^ 
callous and selfishness and cynicism f What arc the possible reguiattve ideals of 
conduct 7 Religion, humanity. Abstract Ethics and Xationalism— which of these 
is a force active, eff ctive and in widi\st commonality spread ? Look at tbc world to- 
day and answer. We want a full blooded, worm blooded category for regulating our 
lives. So Nationalism, as I conceive it. is not merely a secular concern. It is a 
moral factor. If it is not a fact with us, it must b^ a hypothesis and we must act 
as though it was a fact. Robespierre dccl.Hrc*d that if (idd did not exist, he must be 
invented. If Nationalism does not exist, it must be invented ; otherwise one of the 
^ most effective agent of morality wiil be gone and wc will rapidly slide down the 
slope of racial degeooration. 

1 have no practical programme to advance for you. You are such good thinkers 
and critics that you must be able to give one for India even if you don't adopt it for 
yourselves. Intcr-communnl consolidations should be promoted. The secular interestr* 
of India are the same for uJ! communities and so are the moral. A nation is not 
the arithmetical sum of its component parts. It is an organic whole endowed with 
a general will. In a bicameral federal legislainre the lower house should reprewnt 
the general will of the country. The upper house should be so composed as not to 
give a majority to any one community over the combined strength of 
thosame ^nctple might be spplied to the provinces. Swadeshi should be the 
universal coononic creed of India. And Hindus must set their own tattered house 
in order by eiiioinating caste and nntouchability. Under a democratic consniution 
many of these objectives will be promoted if we work in the spirit of service aim 
not trf selfish plunder and jobbery. A democratic const itotiou is s. tremraoou® 
responsibility and not a comfortable posssssion and calls for a rteady conunuonv 
subordiiiation of seifish mod sectional interests for the good of the whole. 
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Dominion Status And Independence 

Om wo^ on politl^l faith~i»poDular thooEh it may sound— and I hare dona. 
1 sna II Wiever in the Bmish Empire, which is a Commonwealth of Nations eicent 
in relation to India. If India could attain the position of a sister Oommon^^ 
that would be far better than independence. Grant that the Empire as now function* 
ing hM been an cvi! to ua. Can it not Wome a good ? Has it not becoiS^a 
good in respect of Canada and other domintnne ? There is a prcirnant saTinir in fh* 
^«»a6fcarotwhich*trik«the koynote. “Look not too clicTy^lnw 
aods riTCM and heroes. Ki! origins are perhaiis small and mran. Bui it it ih^ 
present and fnture that determine ihe eatimatiou in which th«y are to be held. Vaat 
histonral unities that bring together diffirent rnees, ereccls and culturea 
promote fccniid intorcourae, aUould not lie broken i«p. If we are ttrong for 
independence, we are a furUon strong eiioiiidi for Dominion Hiatus which 
combiitcB the auvantagos of separation and roinbination. From lh#» point of 
view of universal humnniiy, our cry for IndciH'ndince is anotlnr form of 
(•ommiuialism, n ilh India as a Dotuiiiion. ilu* Empire will liccomc sii epoch- 
making stage in the federal ion of the world. Il fc^ir Mahomed Iqbal's tmeh- 
liouring iHlaniie nations d'jsire to haven tins mass with their grea» ■. ollun*, let them 
oomft into this federation and enlarge its neope. variety riehiiess by their 
sublime conlributions. Wc honour and respeet the glorious J shun ic culture, 
none more so than myecif, who have earntnl. In>wever undcserviHily. tlie reputation of 
having bf:en the champion of Mysore Moshms and Midnhnr Moplas. liut we must not 
leave the greater for the pnialier or break up the known for ilu* uneertnin advantages 
of Ihe unknown. Similarly in rrpird to ihe idea of a Ptin>Asiatic Federation. 
Expansion of the existing British Ftderalion, that I hope will bo hronght info exist- 
ence, is a more fcssiblo proi^pcvt than destruction and rccoiist ruction in untried 
directions. Nor need Dominion btatns call forth loss energy on onr part than In* 
dependence. To be a moderate in ideal is not the same thing as being moderate in 
conscicnco, courage, or capacity for saerificc. I am glad that the great Mahitima of 
India and the world has toned down 1 ikU pcndcnce. Fotm is often more pirrplexing 
and VAXatious than substance. We might reasonably ignore tbo form. 

Ladies and OeDllemcii, 1 wish this conference every success and hope it will 
result ill some workable programme of action adopted and pursued with your unilrd 
energy and enthusiasm. 


All Bengal Students’ Conference 

In an atmosphere big with grave issues of suprinie nntiunai importauce the third 
session of the AihBengal Stiidcnis’ Conference was held in ('aicuttn. on the 6th. 
March 19I.U, under the pnsidency of Kamola Devi Cbattopadbyaya. The (Jon- 
fereiice hail was literary packed to euflocation. 

In the course of his inaugural address Mr. C. Rptl*iy, touching on current topics* 
said : There are signs of peace. Whether they w'ill develop into nerman^t pMce or 
not, I cannot say. But one thing is certain. The old Bound fable Constilurion 
canuot satisfy the legitimate nwxft of our country. Unless Ihe new Round Table 
Conference is going to give us a square ileal, wc cannot rest content. Let us not 
imagine that the call for suffering and sacrifice has already been atopped. Alt the 
great sacrifices we have made already may have become the introduction to a still 
greater epic that is yet to come.** l v • 

“Our Government/’ he said, “are giving us two kinds of honours : Ihe New Te»s 
Honours and ihe New Era’s Honours. The New Venr’s . 

Bahadur, Dewan B^adur and other grades of Bahadnrships to which ^ 

put an end to as soon as possible and the New Era s Honours consist of lathi blows, 
And other modes of repression.’* , , . , j ia 

Mr. Reddy tUted that the students of Bgigal had 
be miMionarm in the cause of the Blotherland. He pointed out that three thoufan. 
aemberi of the AlFBengal Students* Asiociation bad ^nc to jail. . omnisa 

Ha coDgratulatid the All-Bengal Students* Associatioo on the iplendia organiM- 



300 THE STUDENTS* 00NFEEENCE6 [ Calcutta 

tiou tlu7 have inBinlIed in Benf^l and expieawl great hope for tbe fdtnze of India 
if the •tudeiite in other provinceti orgaiiieed tbeniaelTeB on the aame lines and deve- 
loped the same capacity for sacrifice and suftVring. **Vigi1ancc** he Fsid, '‘should be 
our motto. Try to orgonise the rural education scheme. Try to give Urn benefit of 
knowledge, derived from schools and Uiiircrsity, to the rural folk." 

In the course of her presidential address^ Mrs, Kamala Ikvi Chattopadynya 
said J— 

I should like to begin by referring to that snbject which is encircled by the 
fiaming sign of red, naoiely. politics. I hope that the controversy which has raged 
round It is a thing of the past. It was Curzon who said that politics is merely con- 
temporary histon* and education itself demands that students should take an intelli- 
gent interest in it. Hut in India where politics is a matter of life and death it is 
utter stupidity to ask studints to merely maintain a detached academic interest in 
this burning topic. To ask students to fold their hands, shut their eyes and close 
their ears while vast devastation around th<m goes on is like preaching moderation 
to the rescuers when a house is on fire. What is this knowledge which you seek in 
cold isolation when humanity around is crying out for .lustice t Whom should it 
benefit if the atmosphere were to impose upon you dumbness, blindness and 
desincss ? 

•*Y(hi can but at the end of your career quote the great artist I^nerdo Devin- 
oie ‘‘While 1 thought I was learning to live 1 was but learning how to die ?" 
Politics ill the wide sense is the totality of all guiding principles, methods, systems 
which determine cnileetivc aeiivities in all dominions of life. You might say that it is 
rather superfluous to refer to this topic at this stage when the tangled web seems to 
lie unwinding itself and the sky is full of the colour of hope and India is confident 
that the end is in sight. But 1 must frankly confess I am not . so sure that the 
achievement of what 1 would call freedom is in sight. 

Fr^oin is a condition w‘hcre there is practical equality of opportunity resulting 
in two issues. Every man will have a fair chance to make himself all that in him 
lies, to reach the highest point to which his capacities can carry him, to get for 
himself and his wife all that he has earned by the sweat of his labour. The State 
will get the highest service from each man. Then alone can we say with any truth 
we have attained the substance of Iiide|)endence that we have been striving for. And 
for this purpose the students will have to devote their full time and attention* It is 
at this University of humanity that you will have to offer your life and get your 
decree of freedom. There is no greater knowledge than that of self respect. Slavery 
is ignorance and you are but deceiving yourselves if you think you are building up 
your future lind that of the country by being content to shut yourself up in these 
tomb-like colleges where iiitruroents of exploitation of the weak are hammered out 
and the laboratories produce but the horrors of war. 

No man ever remains fnns who acquiesces in what he knows to be a wrong. Those 
are always most true citizens who insist upon bringing back our rulers to a realisa- 
tion of the conditions on which their rule is held. It is your duty to be therefore 
the voice of the millions who are voiceless and of them that arc weak or oppressed, 
of those disinherited of the beauty of life and for whom there is no deliverance, to 
whom the world will still remain a prison inspite of the much eulogised substance 
of independeuce. Uoless there is a definite and radical reconstitution of society as 




A mere transference of power from one group to another will leave the average 
toiler just where he was. 

Paich-work reforms are like having a hydra. For freedom to be a practical reality 
^ we must have bdore uS a practical ideal. All seekers after freedom have ever given 
a new ideal to the world. Christ and Buddha overleaped all that the seers and the 
wisemen had laid down. No young man who is out lor great achievement can ever 
be satisfied, no matter in what department of life, unless he has created an entirely 
new ideal. 1 should like to quote a profound line from one of the songs of your 
sweet Singer .^bindra Nath : “True end is not in the reaching of the limit but in a 
completion which is limitless.*' Thus the task which is before our students to-day 
is the ereation of a new idiology with a firm rationalistic basis. It means the des- 
traetion of many worn out traditions that have sunk into our life. It means the 
carrying on of a campaign against all social and economic oppression. Certain idetf 
have hSsa handed on to us on which we have to turn a very critical eye and search 
beneaS the suthice and see how &r they fit in with our new scheme. 

Take the graat idea of the boycott for^gn of goods. It is a powerful instrument no 
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doabl to wM m imperial power and we ahonld eertoinlj make il aa aflke- 

Ufw M poBaibl& Bn^ at toe a^e time, one eennoc help noting with and Ngiit and 
pun toat while we hnTe ^ jubilant orer the idea of atoiEM a blow 
i^natrial pmperity and incrminf; our own, we ha?e entii^ ml out of aeooiuit 
the a^am nctora which have been inatrumental in aohiering thia brilliant yietory. 
nao^yt the in^atnal workera. While toe indnatrialiata hate bean m*kl»> g hvie 
profita, ^ Mndition of the workera la Juat where it waa. 1 cannot apeak Jbrw 
toe noted iiiduatoiat centrea but that ia l^w it haa been In Bombay and I 
not be aurpriaed if it applied to other plaoea aa well. Thia la one of the many 
daiima that lurk in every corner and trap ua in their coil. ' 

Turning to toe pcaaantry. we are confronted with aimilar diflloaltiea. Our atten- 
tion la so absorbed in condemning a taxation that we feel It very oppretaiye but 
little do we bother about the merciless robbing of the peasants by the landloida 
whose oulv clum to their wealth is their idleness. ^ 

We talk glibly of GO millions who cannot get one square meal a day and how 
the average income is but 2 annas. Even the peasant proprietors are in a miaerable 
state. On an average, he has only 2 acres of land whereas in England the dlstribii- 
lion is 20 acres per head and in bouth Africa 811 acres. And when we xealiee that 
there are 7 lacs of villages, the struggle of these people for thdr «l ^My 
bread seems to be cnornions. According to some Hguree, nearly 70 w s iMfo w 
of people out of the total that are trying to <Mce out a living on the 
land in their possession, are in excess which moans that thia evtra popu- 
lation ought to be niisorbcd elsewhere. For this purpose even at a highly 
iudnstrialisod condition it is doubtful whether India can solve the problem of 
oflTering a docent living to every one of them unless there ia a i^iatribution on a 
more humane and equitable b:isis. When the new i^tate of Cseoboalovakia waa 
formed, it had to face a similar difliculty and l)oldly handled the problem by 
rcaortiug to ndisiribiuion though perhaps not on so radical a basis as it ahottld 
have. Btill thia considerably cased the situation. Yon might think tbaae quaationa 
do not confront us just now, that tbev are a long way off and ouee we have got 
rid of foreign rule, we shall be able to adinst things according to our own way. 
This is a pure illusion. It is to<day that we arc coiifrontinij^ the abaolato neoeaaity 
of turning our attention to such adjustmeots. The conaciouanesa of tbaUr own 
rights is slowly gripping the peasants and the workers and when we appealed to 
them a year ngo to fight against a foreign foe, we promised them their own rights 
and liberty in the new era. Their sacrifice has been by far the greateet, the most 
magnificent, and certainly extremely effective. 

Freedom can only be measured by the amount of benefit they will derive from 
the new State which we now hope to form in the near future. We have so far ten 
able to carry the rich commercial bodies and the landlords with ua but even if we 
do not sueem in doing so in future, we shall have to move forward on our own 
lines in order to translate this new freedom into practical terms. 1 bad viaitM 
some of toe new countrea that were formed after the disruption of w old Austria- 
Hungary Empire, and from the little study I made of thdr economic and raltural 
condition, J felt that the result bad been far from sUtiafactory. No douU, toe 
conditions have improved considerably as a rwult of their geiung rid of fomin 
rule but one cannot say that they have attained real freedom. Fowor is tne sole 
monopoly of the few and exploitation of the many by tooae few toll 

li. a country like France which once gave the world a 1®^ . wruggieior 

freedom, in auen a oonritry the very mention of the word liberty seems snea a 

mockery to-day when one sees the miserable condition of the workers and tne 

peasants. Much of what seems freedom is often only a variety of bondage. Lm M 
not repeat these hypocrisis in India. Ijit us not make vain ^ *"! 

alhea did during the war, promises which were not lOMt to be 
want particularly to impress this upon you, students, because 
to study this problem in its many aspects, and sw how “fj® 
applied in practice. This is the true constructive work tlmt has before couate 
in first organising into a strong, powerful central teiy the 
HO that tl5 power of the new SoJmrnmeiit may radiate 

organiaing work is what I feel lies before you and hu to bo immediatdy UJew 
^ shall be your University where you will gam « toaa© 

toe eternal gratitude of the generations to com^ ^oDeratiou 

^umao poawbilitiea which have all the ewentials of union and Wlest co-oper«ljm 
•ojpug all olasacs of people, we can solve far more easily our communal ana eaaie 
uiBerences than any other method. 

46 
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We een egtinst theie emken with rathleMneis if we haye a definite 
oqpuiiaed xebaHon that we can earry oa againet all locial oppreesioo. There is often 
a teodeooy to side-traok the issae and ff) off into minor channels where these social 
difl&eiiltiei are concerned. Take, for instance, the depressed classes who are now 
agitating lor temple-entry in certain places. This question is merely one of the 
many aspects of the whole social system which is basal on tyrannj and exploitation 
and It is against this system itself that we hare to fight. These differences and dis- 
tinetions between man and man which have reli^ous backing up behind it, hare 
led, as we Imow, to so much demoralisation. Temples have be<»me corrupt and 
dirty and are now in the hands of those who in the name of religion terrify people 
and kill their reasoning faculty. 

A large amount or wealth is sunk in these temples with no benefit to any one. 
while people starre at these ?ery temple-doors. It is impossible to enumerate all 
the honors which our social system upholds and that is why I say that it is nece> 
ssary to fight against the system itself, destroy all religious exploitation and the 
, tyranny of priest-craft, for it is the system that is at the root of all our communal 
troubles and it is this which has created religious fanaticism and tyranny leading 
ultimately to communal squabble and hence national disunion. 

In the field of culture the signs of decay are prominent too, the cultural conquest 
of India has been one of the saddest features of our present day. Beauty is the 
soul of freedom for beauty Is but the expansion of consciousness. The yery root 
of our existence has irone dry—how can then the leaves be fed or how can the 
flowers come forth and yield fruits. 

Cheap commercial commodities have usurped the old artistic object of every-day use. 
Even the children in the villages are to-day feeding their imagination on the Dun- 
lop Tyre advertisements and match labels with which they cover their walls, and 
it is not to be wondered at when we realise how poor we have grown in the crea- 
tive field and how little we have done to fight against the onslaught of hybrides 
which Is the natural result when two cultures clash when they meet not as comrades 
but as the conquered and the conquerer. The desire for beauty and colour is iu- 
henmt to every one and it must seek its fulfilment in some form however crude 
and drab it may be. 

The artistic starvation of millions of people is too pathetic for word and it is 
tragic when we realise on what poor stuff the growing minds are feeding themselves. 
There is no doubt that our educational system is greatly responsible for this tragedy. 

In conelosion, I wish to answer one argument that is always put. for ward against 
students actively^ joining any movement as full-time workers and this is the fact that 
Uiey are economically dependent to their parents and if they do forget this help 
thqy are ultimately uocared for and at the mercy of chance. I admit that this has 
been the ease in the past but let us remember that it has been so for the simple 
reason that movements in the past have bad only a very narrow ideal and ended oy 
leaving power and opportunities of life still in the naiids of a few. But when a 
mass movement is organised for capturing power for the masses, it can lead only to a 
condition where not only the average student but the average man in the street will 
have oome into his own. I do not bold this out as a dreamy promise of a rosy 
and golden hue. But if each student would work it out for himself in terms of 
elementary economics, he would discover that I am making a very sane and matter 
of fact statement It is a small and temporary sacrifice that is asked of you. 
Students have vision and see far ahead and therefore they cannot fail to realise 
whether it is not beneficial to all hnmanily in the long run if you undergo some 
•aorifice for small period of time that millions of people might live to see joy iu 
life instead of dragging on an existence that is nothing but an agony from day to 
day. Buffering and sacrifice are two magic coins that freedom demands from every 
one of US and, therefore, I will ask each student to remember the significance by 
quotinjg the following two lines that my husband sang to me the other day when 1 
•aw him in prison— ^I am the flame that comes to heart out of long centuries of pain. 

Resolutions. 

The Conference met again on the next day, the 7th, March, and sounded a dis- 
cordant note on the Gandhi-Irwin Agreement. 

The Conference leaolved that after a thorough perusal of the terms of the Gandhi- 
Irwin agreement, the Conference had come to the definite conclusion that the terms 
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hi po wgr ^iPC the expeetotion of the yonthi of Bengtl tod no oeUkniait 

political prisonen irrwpeclTve of policy or ened 

Tlie Confcjcnce viewod* with disapproTal that the tenns did not contain a ipecido 
Toferenoe to, the releM of 500 detenus under the Bengal and Burma Oidinanoes and 
othm convicted in differ^t conspiracy trials and those whose fates were hanirina 
in the balance to be decided by the cases pending throughout India, and lutly tte 
returning of the exiles. 

Another resolution demanded the commutation of death sentences of Bhagat 
Sing^ Bajguru and Bulaev of the Punjab and Dinesh Gupta, Kalii^a Chakravarti 
ana Barnhart Biswas of Bengal, in order to bring about a calm atmosphere in the 
country. 

Next day» the 8th, Marth, the Conference decided to request students all over 
Bengal to lend full support to Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress in their efforts 
to attain Puma Swaraj for the country and to ask them to secure the release of all 
detenus aud political prisoners and commutation of the sentences of those who had 
been awarded the extreme penalty of law in the Punjab and Bengal. 


The Kerala Students’ Conference 


The Kerala Students' Conference was .held at Badagara on the Hrd May 1031 
under the presidency of Mr, K, F, Karimau, The following are extracts from 
the presidential speech. 

Let me now turn from the pleasant and light talk of conipliments to more serious 
and responsible topics of busincBS for which wc have a^-^erobled to-day. Shortly 
before my departure from Bombay, the South Indian residents of ray city honouicd 
ine with a send-oiT function ; many Keralites at present in Bombay drew my atten- 
tion to various local problems and provincial questions and appealed to me to get 
them tackled during my short stay here ; some referred to the oppressive brnd-teoure 
system and the consequent misery and distress of the peasantry, others to the re- 
OTMoisatioo of village work, some asked mo to deal with the question of Moplat and 
others appealed to try and get rid of some existing evil socisl customs. In my reply 
I had to make clear to them not to entertain any such high expectations of me as 
otherwise you might be disappointed and even regret your choice. I am neither a 
n^dan nor a Mahatma to achieve such wonderful achievements in a short flying 
visit of less than a week. As Mrs. Naidu from the chair very correctlv put it in 
that meeting, local problems and local questions must be left to the local leaders and 
local organisations to be dealt with and tackled ; outside lesder should not trMpsis 
upon and encroach on this, both duty and privilege of local workers. Th(^ ^nditionf 
are common in one form or another to all provinces and we have decided not to 
have any patch-work reforms here and there, but to sweep oflT the whole rotten and 
Satanic system that is the root cause and at the bottom of all our evils : hence 
thougjh not presuming to interfere, I will humbly venture to advise not to waste 
any more time or labour on these comparatively small issues, but to 
OUT endues and capacity on the one ultimate goal of Puma Swaraj. With thal m 
great achievement, all these petty evils and miseries will disappear like a mighty 
wave B weeping away in the deep sea with one flow all the refuge and uirt- "O'* ^ 
•lu afraid i am once again driuiog from the original main issue. To-day, presidiiw 
over this assembly of youths, my duty is to humbly pl^ ^fore you the mission m 
fbe jouth, not only in the districts and provinces but in the whole count er j ujjj 
mission is not oonfin^ to petty local issues or to redress local grievances sna 

mtssion of youth is higher, nobler, naore glorious, «orp 


napmnm and in one word it is the redemption of humanity all rouna. « naa^w 
wjrt througjk all barriers, override all old conventions, condemn tow lomil or^ 

foniKii biin.iier.cy and atrip the i^ety iPEISSS,* .S* - i-SL 

eutona and haWta. 1 know the taak seems to be Herculean and aimoat 
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impoMiUe to «old»fe b«t do nofc despur ood be nol 'down4Martel Howeoem difiU 
eoit Ihe leek, bowtoeter thorny the peth, wiUi faith in yonreeif, with oontage in 
both handa, with onanisation and ooooerted action, all obataelea that nay at first 
Appear fanttmonntable, ean be ofmome and the thorny path will be atrewn with 
mea. The word impeiaaifale ia only to be ionnd in the dictionary of loola. It 
oertainly doea not enat ia the dtetionaiy of yontha. In order to make thia apparent- 
ly Hercnleaa taak easier and brina it within the limited scope of human capacity, let 
na proceed step bj step and tackle one problem after another. 

Let me deal first with the problem which appears to be most pressing and 
needing onr immediate attention. So far as the country is concern^ that one 
pressing, all abaorfaiiig and most Important, problem is the attainment of 
eomplete political emancipation of the country. A satisfactory solution of that 
question will ipso facto amoothen onr path and clear our way for the 
eradication and reiaOTai of many other evils. Therefore, whilst not completely 
neglecting other issues, my appeal to the youth of the Province and the 
youth 01 the country is to concentrate all your energy, spend all your power and 
atrength, in short sacrifice all other iasues for the pre^nt and devote yourself wholly 
and solely to the one fundamental, vital idl-absorbing isLue, viz., the attainment of 
Purna Swaraj or Complete Indep^denoe for the ancient and glonous land ; of 
what Avail your degrees and your gilded robes and of what valne your medals and 
scbolarsbfps so long as the chain of slavery and of foreign bondage disgraces your 
whole existence, stunts your intellect, dwans both your body and your soul, makes 
you impotent dummies in your own country, neither respected at home nor honoured 
abroad ; rather be an illiterate and ignorant freeman than an intellectual cultured 
degreed slave ; the higher the education the greater the disgrace and stigma of 
slavery, Swami Vivekananda onco in disgust advised all the students to throw oflf all 
their books, robes, sanads, all paraphernalia of University life, into the nearest sea 
and turn back with greater leisnre and better inclination to work for the emancipa- 
tion of the country. 

Need for Organization 


My young friends, I am not exaggerating, I am not fiatioring. I am not paying 
empty compTimenta when I say that youth is both the national asset and hope of 
the country. The elders might ponder and deliberate, might frame schemes aod 
pass resolutions, might draw up elaborate and militant programmes, and issue 
appeals, all that merely remain on the paper and burden the records of Congress 
offices, unless the youths of the country come forward and respond to that call and 
appeal and execute the words into action, convert paper schemes into active help aod 
working programme. Without your active help and co-operation the whole struc- 
ture would fall and no movement can succeed. Study the modern or ancient politi- 
cal history of any country. Ireland, Russia, China, Turkey, or any other country, 
big or small, in West or East, the war of independence has been fought and won 
with the army of enthusiastic, patriotic, self-sacrificing youths and I have not ihe 
leant doubt in my mind that similar victory will be won tor the country also by the 
same young and rising generation of onr Motherland. My hope and prophecy is 
based on personal experience and personal contact. I can say with pride and 
confidence that the youth of the country ia in no way inferior but in many respects 
superior to the youui of any other county in the world. So they possess the same 
baming patriotism, the same self-sacrificing spirit, the same moral courage and dash 
and, above all, the same will aod determination to attain freedom. What is wanting 
is only a proi^ organisation and lead aod immediate steps to remove the retrch 
grade effects of a pernicious system of education. We have often heard and md 
severe condemnation from vanous sources of this educational system that is deli- 


good purpose of helping nationd growth and developments of a normal mind aod 
inlellect into healthy, national, patriotic and useful citizenship. I will only quote a 
lew recent instances to illustrate how systematic attempts are being made by our 
uresent day rulers, to turn out “Loyalists,^’ clerks, and dummies and prevent me 
healthy growth oi true nationalism and patriotism in our rising generation, A few 


1 enguirad of the Hon. Bfinistei 
introduoe tn liie imiooiB- and cou 


introduoe tn me aenoois^ anu couegea' curriculum the livea of great Indian patrk^ 
and bema, whether it would not be more useful for students to know more shout me 
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•* thiiM with wch •% 

MoiiM aboot Jungs and qaem ol England eentanoa ago. Wbat nwifBl iwnww 
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wM diaaaea irew wore by Ctoeen Ejl^h and how many wen bn to^a^ Ln 
gallant m Sir WUter Raleigh etc. Tte poor Indian Hioisto waa in a f^emte^ 
•ing * ^8 **55? hesitated, knowing not wbat KMy to make. 

Ulbmtdy tim Entopenn Home ^Member came to hie icaene and piomMcd a renlT 
wbi^ the Indian gnmophpne fiiAfully reprodued. The rqdy wae, a» cabled, that 
the hwfc apee^.and wntinga of Inaian Xational leaden and licrot e ie a danger- 
one et^y lor Indiu stndenu and ilH'retore it mnet be enhewed. It i* eafer wd 
better for t^ to know about the fate pomp and bogue glory of (inat JMlain 
and hence ^t study must conUnue. If our students, after stadyine the life of 
liokmanya Tiiak and Mahatma Gandhi, become so many more miniature Tilaka and 
Oan^iS, where would be the safety for our rulers ? If one Uandhi could shako 
the foundation of the Bntish Empire, production of many more ereii on a miniature 
scale, would only result in making; our so-called trustees quit the land Uft and 
bam« or even without any Ingfo^K^s because bsKgs|;e belongs to us. That is the 
underlying motive governing the whole system of education in the country. The 
well-known British principle as usual coti>cs into operation. Sfafety and security for 
self first, benefits and advantages to others forwards. Similarly, another disgraceful 
episode happened in a Bombay Oolb^ge recently which further illustrates as to wbat 
length this selfish policy of safety-first carries them. In the Technical College of 
Bombay, an institution maintained by Indian Funds, attended by Indian studenta 
but SB usual controlled and managed by bosses from abroad, part of the training 
oonaiats ol emboasiiig on a cloth some figure or picture. Every year studonia are 
required to emboss a picture of some tag-rag Johiiy. may bo the Principal of the 
College, hie Memsab or the Collector or even an Engine driver, provided he 
belongs to the heaven -born race of the West. One patriotic student conceived the 
idea of embossing the picture of Mahatma Gandhi. The Principal was enraged at 
such a monstrous idea. The dangerous picture of the apostle of peace and good-will 
waa banned. It created a stir in the student popnlation, an intensive agitation was 
started, strikes were declared and after nearly two yerrs of vigorous propaganda the 
ban waa removed. It is needless to comment on a disgraceful episode in an Indian 
Educational Institution in the sc-called Urba I*rima in India. It is the same story 
everywhere. Had you not experienced similar absurdities in the Houth ? Were 
not national and patriotic songs banned in Hchorils and colleges and their national 
anthem recited ? If you sing *'Rule Britannia*’ the whole stair and the Educational 
Minister and the Governor will join the chorus and cry ’Anchor’ but if «ou make 
an effort to sing a patriotic song even so innocent and sweet as ‘V^sndeMataram* 
the authoritea will prick their ears, will smell revolution, inflict pensUies and even 
go to the length of rusticating the offender. Sing the song as they desire but with 
slight alteration: *Kule Britannia. Britannia rules the 


waves but Indians shall 


never be Britain’s alavea”. 


Cultured Slaves 


Is there any wonder then, that we find in our midst so manv cullur^ slaveB with 
slavish mentality, diffident and distrustful, believing in the inevitability and indispensthi- 
lity of Bratiah Rule, intellectual cowards and moral sycophants, that is or at least used to 
be the dark picture of our University product. I have ofen inquired of nitny young 
students with a suppos^ brilliant University career, as to what was Ihcir misstun 
*n life after the termination of their studies. Formally most of them give replies 
that caused depression and distress to my mind. Their ambition was to g«t a 
Ctovemment job with a fat salary and false pomp, if possible a Minister or Liecii- 
tive Councillor, to be able to possess dainty cars, a palatial bnnglow, some high 
sounding title to give a position In society and last but not the least a beauiiful 
•nd fa^ioDable lady to share his pomp and glonr ikSf 

Htm * himself Y -What a sad picture of life ! I see no^jl^wncc bclwwn^^ij 

... 

£tmtive 

wha» !■ uie ainereniiaiiDg poini oeiwccii ■ambhv 
• rtiaiic men, who only earnest salaries to live like gluttons, an 
Sj }®*urioua life and have no other mission to fulfil. I Cope 
™ gathering whose thought is so low and whose mission is so selfish. Let 
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your wateh-word be ’’Service-’ and aervice to anfferine hemaDity. aacriilce to redeem 
your country, auffer to your utmoat capaeity to break the chain of bonda^ee. In 
order to qualify and enable you to be fit for that higher and nobler miaaion of 
life, it ia neceaaary firat to awaken in you a national pride and nalkwal oonacionaneaa. 
My young friends, just imagine for a moment what your fbre^thera were and 
what your country was, centuries before the advent of Britiahera. Yon need not 
atttdy the lying Indian and Engliah Histories to know our ancient greatness and 
glory ; for the elders of the country, the modern ci'y of Karachi had sent a mes- 
sage for the youth of the country. I bring a inspiring and a more imtbetic 
message from the ancient mins, mausoleum and monument of Mohan-Ji-Daro. 
Perhai^you have heard that name. A few years ago, some excavations in Sindh, 
about 200 miles from Karachi, has unearthra and laid bare before the world, the 
most ancient civilisation, culture wealth, learning, philosophy and religion of ancient 
India. Not two or four centuries old but even hostile critics put it to at least 5,000 
years old and some students even take it back to 7,000 years. What wonderful 
ruins ; the articles discovered are preserved in an exhibition, though the more valu- 
able and architectural articles are removed to England. I challenge any modern 
architect, any modern scientist, any modern expert, to produce anything, half so 
beautiful, so scientific, so cultural and so rich as these articles made 7,000 years 
ago, before the age of machinery and modern appliances. That is but one instance. 
There are hundraa of such monuments scattered about in various parts of the 
country. Some discovered, some underground ; the caves of Ajanta, the ruins of 
Sojnnath, the Queen of Buildings known as Taj, ancient temples, palaces, forts, 
mosques. Is there any other country in the world, which possesses such convincing 
and incontrovertible proof of its ancient glory, wealth, learning, philosophy, religion 
and general greatness ? Hundreds of travellers and tourists come from thousands of 
miles and are lost in amazement and wonder. My young friends, that sight and 
scene has always made me sad and pathetic. 1 have seen patriots shedding tears 
before these ancient monuments. All that civilization, learning, wealth, and great- 
ness existed when our so-called rulers’ country and their race was in a semi-barbar- 
ous and half-naked state. Great Britain was not even born 7.000 years ago and for 
years after that, they were living more like monkeys than men. It was the ancient 
civilization of yours that first taught our Western brethren human methods and 
human ways of life. And what a sad tragedy to-day that ours is the only country 
in the world still under bondage and still struggling to attain its freedom. To-day, 
all figures and statistics prove that India is the poorest and the most backward of 
modern countries, its ancient industries ruined, its ancient population wiped out. 
its ancient glory, wealth no more, going down and down every year so that unlesa 
this disastrous downward course is prevented in time, perhaps toe country may be 
effaced from the map of the world. 

India’s Poverty 

Turn to the real study of Indian economy and particularly after the British rule, 
and you will discover the real causes for the tragic change of this pathetic trans- 
formation from one extreme to another. Read Romeshcandra Dutt, study the facU 
and figures of Dadabhoy Naoroji and even recent works of eminent economists on 
the question, and be convinced that this great fall from the top to nearly the 
bottom is due to one principal cause, the continued, never-ending* ever-increasing 
financial drain under the foreign rule. That is the proper study for you, a study 
which you will not find in your schools and colleges, but whien you will have to 
aupplement from outside. 



THE WOMEN’S CONFERENCES 
All Mil Wmmi’s Coileteiice 

Dr. Mrs, Muthulakshmi Rtddi, in the course of her Presidential AddrcM at the 5lh 
All-India Women's Oonfmnce« which beKan its seasion at Lahore on the 12ih, January 
1931, observed 

We are holdioK the year’s Conference under very dopressioft circumstances hop- 
ing that we might still be able to render some useful service to our people 

We are met here to review our past and present and find ways and means for 
removing the huge illiteracy from this ancient land and for making the right type 
of education available to every school-going boy and girl. 

Has our past anything to give us? Without boasting ourselves of the past, 
(which is of no use to us at present^ it may be safely stated that India’s past is 
stimulating and inspiring to all men and women who desire to study her history 
and be benefitted by it. 

'*£docRtion” writes Dr. F. W. Thomas, one of the mo st distinguished living 
Indologists, “is no exotic in India. There is no country where the love of learning 
had so early an origin or exercised so lasting and powerful an influence. 

The Hindu and the Mahomedan religious books have laid down clearly that a 
knowledge of letters is as essential to women as to men. The Holy Prophet baa 
said that it is the duty of every Mussalman, whether woman or man, to seek knowledge 
and to aeek it from cradle to grave. That is why the pages of Islamic literature 
are adorned with the names of many learned women such as the Empress KuriahaD, 
the Princess Zebunnisa, the famous daughter of Aurangsseb, and the beroie uwatM 
^ueen Chandhibi who were noted for their learning, courage and iodepandent thiiik- 
ing and action. 

You are, I am sure, familar with the names of the many vedic women writers, 
philoso^diers as well as warriors and rulers. Therefore you may desire to know 
something of the ancient Dravidian women. ^ ^ ^ 

From the records now available to us, we come to know that they Imd enjoyed 
absolute equality with their men. In the famous city of Madura, once the pioaper- 
otts capital of toe King Fandya, the Goddess Meenakshi who is wqrkhippra fo-wy, 
is said to have been a woman warrior sent by her father to fight his enen^ Bfe 
after aubduiiig her father’s enemies, herself coose her husband, the bimyest and the 
wisest she evm: came across. The beautiful verses of the lesroed **Avvai j a wossan 


works may be translated into other languages and She cmo <rf a poor 

and unknown family. Though she had received a high depjee of educatio^ 
never cared to marry. Her poetic genius, her punty, her “*«***•?”*«? 
wisdom made scholars, kings and emperors pay homsge to her. The life of Avvm 
^ows that at that period of the South Indian history, education was made avail- 

**/r2e tM MKh^taty, ifter • Jo®* Vi^!dh«M&M33o! 

and ^turbances, toe state of women’s education north of 

at any rate, was most deplorable as is seen from Ithe writings of Kaja Ham Mohan 

Jht Govemmentr^wSe? they began tbrir ^u^tioool *tor**’lh?***irlli* 

^Itrir effbrta to the mat** population. “No funds were allotted for Ihe girls 
ndneatkm.” 

Work op BIisbiohary Obgahibatiorb 

The initiative in modem edoestion for women wm taken by 

by BaidfiSun lK£b Indian ^ 

S?nr«Yfr,^in 1819 that a members the Bengal Governme^ tta H^ Mr. Bwunj 
^‘^ded a fchool lor HindaTgirls in CWcutto and induced lord Dalbouaie to lay 
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tke duty on Um Bengd Oonndl for ptoridiiiR funds for ss wdl ss ban' 

I M 1 would be fAiling iu my dntj if I do not offer a word of tribute to the 
eeferal misiioiiary edocatiooal oigaoitations who bare been the pioneen in every 
nrovinee in the cauae of female edneation* The women population of thia country 
have been placed under a deep debt of gratitude to the several missionary agencies 
for their valuable contribution to the educational uplift of the Indian women. I 
honestly think that they have done more lor the women’s education in this country 
than the Government itseli Of oouise, at present, India can boast of several other 
religious bodies such as Brshmo Sams], Ramkrishna Mission. Arya Samaj, Sanatsna 
Dhtrasi Theosophist, Farsi, Islamic, doing work in the fidd of women’s education, 
but in the past, the Ohriatian Missionaries were the only agencies in that field ss is 
seen from the history of their institutions spread over throughout the length and 
breadth of India— even including Burma, under the selfless ana devoted management 
of Christian workers both men and women. Had it not been for these noble band 
of Christian women teachers, who are the product of the raisaionary training schools, 
even this much advancement in the edneation of the Indian women would not have 
been possible ; even this day in every province we find 'the missionary women 
teachers working hard in a spirit of love and faith, in out of the way villages, 
where the Hindu and Muslim women dare not penetrate. Even now they form 
the strength of the teaching profession. More than the educational and the cultursl 
contribution made by these missionary agencies to the Indian nation, the noble and 
self-sacriflcing examples of the men and women who, infused with a spirit of love 
and service for suffering humanity and true to the teachings of their prophet, face 
obstacles and live very often a single, lonely life, cannot but have a very beiieflcisi 
effect upon the men and women of tms country.*’ 

Still women’s education is backward as is seen from the following figures 

Female population in millions in British India 1921 Census.— 120 millions. 

Percentage of female population under instruction in 1926.— 1.5 per cent. 

There is ample evidence to show that there is a keen demand both on the part of 
the parents and the public lor the education of their girls. Even in the so-called 
purdah province, the few existing schools have been overcrowded and admissions for 
new pupils have been refused. 

The paucity of women teachers in the Imckward provinces have been traced by 
the Hartog Oommittee, to the absence of training schools and colleges in suitable 


The Hartog Committee composed of eminent educationists presided over by ^ir 
Philip Hartog, an oflicer of vast Indian experience and rare sympathy for the Indian 
women’s caut^ on which body I had the honour to work, has studied women's 
Vacation in its several aspects, and have made many wi^e recommendations and very 
useful suggestions lor our advancement. I would ask every oue of you who is 
iniercsted in the education of our women to study the report and carry out those 
reeommeiidatiODS. The Hartog Committee writes :-^Thc time has corac to redress 
the balance, and we believe that the difficulties in the wny of women's education are 
beginning to lose their force and the opportunity has arrived for a great new 
advance.^ 

Therefore the women delegates who represent the several provinces here and the 
atanding Ck>mmittee of the constituent conferences should agitate for the formulation 
of a draoite policy and scheme to develop and improve women’s education in their 
xespoctive provinces and for the allotment of more money towards the same end. 
Now Madras and the Punjab are the only provinces that possess a woman Deputy 
Directress, an officer who is charged with the duly of starting new schools m 
Bcffioolless centres, for opening tnuniog centres for women teachers wherever there is 
need, to modify syllabuses for the gins’ schools and to advice the Director on 
matters lelatiDg to girls’ education. . 

The Madras scheme consists of a ten year programme of expansion, and includes 
the opening td a hundred middle schools for girls, eighty rural trading classes lor 
Mtbomedan women and the provision of stipends.” 

Not only is there the need for more rural training schools but also there is aii 
urgent neou lor the provision of more rural middle vernacular schools, in order to 
improve the quality and number of the candidates for training. This is an importaui 
feature of the Maaras Scheme. . 

A closer examination will reveal the fact that the slow growth and development 
of women’s education J.iring this quinquennium even in those proviuws where 
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ooodkioMlttTebMn been mitoW dm to the ImA ol taadi to 

tottMO the »od WTieed icheaee. Expeaditan on womaaiaiSte^m U 

aen't insUtationt is 14.4 in 1927 in Britiih 

XlMrafor^ women ibonld find lenreaenUtion on the Icniilttife oonneil loni 
the the evndii^ and the ednoational boards and eonneilt that’ eontfdTall 

** *• i^oriMtarttai eed 


22321 ; 


India. The avenise number of institutions per inspectress is as follows t— 

Madras 111 ; fiombav 41G ; llenmd l,0!i5 ; United! Provinces 15S : Punlab 90 : 
Bnrroa 195 ; Bihar and Ortas *U3 ; Cental Provinces 67 ; Assam 450. ^ 

Not only have they to travel enormous distances at great inoonvenienee to them* 
■elves, but also their travelling allowances and pay arc teas in certain provinces than 
that of the men officers of the same grade. 


Sficx>2n>ARY Schools for Giria 

Secondary Schools for girls are ve^ limited and very often they are confined 
to the manicipalities, while the facilities for higher education afibrdM to the Idris 
in small towns and rural areas arc extremely limited. For example, in the Punlab 
the few high schools in towns are overcrowds and the buildings ate very unsuitimle 
in the majority of the girls* schools. 

I am glad to note from a recent reix>rt issued by your able Director of PubUe 
Instruction, Sir George Anderson that these conditions are receiving the attention 
of his department and the Director with his usual energy and enthiwUism is doing 
his utmost to promote the girts* higher education in this province. 

The wastage, immense in boys* schools, is still greater in girls* schools» the 
reasons being the earlier withdrawal of girls from schools due to the custom of 
purdah and early marriage, the absence of women teachers aud the inefficiency of 
the girls' schools. 

Abolition of Purdah, the enforcement of the Sarda Act and the improvement of 
the existing schools must be given the first place in our programme of work this 
year. 

Compulsion for Qiria 


Wherever it has been introduced it has been a success and has KsulUd in 
increased enroiment of girls in schools and therefore the sooner it is introdnoed In 
suitable areas the better it would be. . . . l « 

I think it is a w’rong system to begin English teaching in our msiavy soKXHf 
for girls and also in the rural schools for boys and girls. Knowing that thej^ls an 
witndrawB from schools even before they complete the primary st^ of edoeatioa 
and before they attain literacy even in Uieir own mother tongne, it Is .*hen 
of their school period, waste of their energy and public money to begin EngUm so 
«!aply. Therefore all our primary schools should concentrate on the teaching of w 
vernacular. Further, educationists have stated more than once their expertenes Uint 
the students grasp the subject better if it is taught through their own vwrnaenla& 
Again, the principle of maximum knowledge within the minimum^ space of is 
to be observea the vernacular should be the only Isnguage in our pnmsrv sna middle 
schools for girls. . 

In the ease of girls going up for higher studies and for professional careen, Eng- 
Ink nwy be intiodiioed in middle Bchooi stBndmrd. Now • d>}r«. • text-book ««- 
■uttee ihowM be nppointed to bring forth the needrf book, in femowlot Mid wbm 
then IS a demand and a sale ensured, enterprising individuals will not be wanting to 

ProdM the deriied tex^ ** * 1 .^ * 

This js the fifth year of the existence of our conference. At rae o^mencsmmw 
^ •We to put forward a scheme of 5221 

whieh would renovate and revivify the whole educational systOT 
type of teachers to spre^ the gwpel of true 
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Religious and Moral Teachisig is Sciioor.s 


All trae edacation should rest upon a spiritual and religious basis » The history 
of education tells us that it was in association with monasteries, mutts, temples, 
where lised the mooks and the priests and the first religious preachers that the early 
schools had been started. In India, education, till of late, meant the teaching of books 
on religion and philosophy. 

Religion being the interpretation of the Infinite— the universe— the forces of nature 
that surround man in terms of human phraseology, can never be suppressed. 

If you want to grow that element of divinity in man, if you want to elevate him 
from the plane of mere animal existence, if you want to make him good and useful 
to society, you have to respect that legitimate longing of the human soul in its 
search after *‘Trnth” which is God itself. Very often the motive for doing good and 
useful service to society arises from the desire to stand well with the Almighty or 
from the fear of the unknown or the hereafter, or for the attainment of bliss after 
death. Therefofe I plead that the lives of saints, spiritual teachers and religious ))erso- 
nalitiea should be included iu the daily lessons of the pupils without any of the 
myths, legends, rituals and ceremonies, which have been ever the fruitful causes of 
quarrels, leUgious fights and bloodshed among the people of diverse creeds on earth, 
so that the fundamental unity of all the great religions may be brought home to 
our girls and boys. 

Tub Health or the School Chilm 


Regular and systematic medical inspection and treatment of Bchool children do 
not yet find a place in our school curriculum of both boys and girls. Its value in 
the prevention of diseases and arrest of serious and disabling ailments later on 
in one’s life has not yet been realised to the fullest extent both by the school autho- 
rities and the public aod so also its educative purpose to the pupil and to the 
community. Through medical inspection, we know that medical and sanitary sciences 
will be made applicable to the every-day life of the pupils, the findings of the medi- 
cal inspection, the study of the school and home environ mciH and the advice given 
to both the parents ana teachers wilt surely go a great way to teach the community 
the right mmod of living and will thus lay the foundation of healthy man-hood 
and woman-hood in the country. Nay, more than that, the practical application of 
acientific ideas in such an early impressionable age will surely help in the eradication 
of many of our pernicious social habits and practices as Purdah, early-marriage and 
anneCiiled vice. In our own presidency medical inspection has been made compul- 
9orj in all the sooodary schools, villages, but not yet in all the elementary schools 
owing to financial stringency. 

Wnile physical culture has boeii introduced as a compulsory subject in the school 
cnrriouliim CK boys’ schools, the fact that the needs of girls' schools have been totally 
jgoond to tome of the provinoet, cannot be passed without comment. Ample pity- 
grounds and garden eompouuds in the girls' schools and hostels are quite essential 
and a matter of absolute ueecstiiy in a country like India where the women mostly 
lead M aeetuded life. Even in Southern India where women do not observe Puidsh 
they are not allowed to move about as freely as boys and there is not that free, 
healthy and Innocent intcroourse between men and women, so much so that even our 
gmdiiatea betog shy of public opioiou, share the lot of the majority of our illiterate 
women ao lar ns out-door life netiviUee are cooceriied. 

Now in England the Physical *and Mental Welfare of the school-child has been 
provided lor by various education acts between 1907 and 1931. , , 

In 1907, the School Medical Inspection Act was introduced and the Provision oi 
Meals Act in 19U0 empowering local educational authorities to provide meals for 
children nnable to profit by education for lack of food. 

The poverty of the parents and the consequent pc^r physique of the school ctiU’ 
dren wifi have to be talcen into our serious consideration in planning a scheme oi 
univcnal compulsory education. 


Adult Education and Women's Organisation 

Women’s acUvities of late have spread into all spheres of life and many 
cdneaAiOBM eeniree and industrial classes of poor widows and' destitute women » 
htmn opened to every city. e.g., in oar own presidency the activities of tbe mw. 
womenfMiioeielions, such as the women’s Indian Association, the Sn 
Union and Home, the Madras 6e^a Sadan and the Indian Luliea’ 8amaj, for the 
motion of adult educaUou have helped very much the educational, social and oo 
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cal advanoemcnt of our women ind have installed a new spirit into the minds of 
^e Toanger floncratioii. We should only continue on a larger scale those tery 
ful aetifities and every one of us in the midst of our home and professional duties 
■hottld find time to help in such good work either with our sug^tioos or with wt 
money and we both Hindus and Muslims should direct our charity to promote these 
nation-hiiilding activities. 

CrsTOM OF Purdah 

Id the purdah proviiUK^s, education of girls cost more to the state and to tto 
narents in non-purdah provinces ancT much uniiecessarv expenditure is inc^.nod 
in Off vjding conveyances to girls and in erecting high wails to school buiMinge. 
Fonher the girls are withdrawn from schools at a very early age. 

In every province inspite of the demand of the people for more kiiowIcdM ana 
mote education as in Bombay and Matiias the hindrance in the aprrtd of mass 
cduostion has been eliiefly one of finding money to tinant*e the wjrisw 
schemes. In the olden days, when the famous Dacca muslin was made in luom, all IW 
thr^ was woven by women who employed their leisure hours in that business 

Kxc oi'RAu K S WA nicsHi 

The Empress Noor-.lehaii greatly encouraged the manufsetures of 
under her patronage the Dacca muslins acquired grwit 

our home-industries, encourage khaddar and swadcshi if we want to have more 

’^’^In^addiOon^o^pri^^^ benefactions through donations and 

religious and charitable endowments whoso ongma object was to prom^ 

will have to be tapped to hnaiice education on a liberal scale. Furtto we auSe 

itself as in other civilised countries, should find money to finance at SriSISl 

education of all school-going pupils as wUication is the foundation of all national 

progress. Matfrxai. Mortality 

India as a whole records a very high maternal. mori alii y and yet in no province 

barber nidwives and not only do they Mifllr acute} , , wood oercentage 

Sng witbout any hope ot uvorny bm ‘ ^ P«c»niap! 

of th*in become permanently iiijm-cd re,eh their lirat birth- 

In certain areas 5(J per cent of our babies die bi tore iwy resia mrii 

day. A large mortality in a 

ill-health and inefficiency ot a large Wp-uh gre largely preven- 

cious that all these sufl’erings, deaths and permanent ilbbcaun are lergi y v 

tible the situation is all the more tragic. .rraduates who are unemployfd 

In our own province, there are nn»ny med J iJd wards aTcarrk^ on by the 
while the work in the district miitrrniiy \ Pj -i gurgeon and Assistant 


mid-wifery cases. Their lot is maoc „ind 

hnpnens to be of an unsynipatbetic and of bcabb under a 

Jn every proving, there stiould i)frc(*lor of Public Jnsi ruction 

'‘cnioi woman medical officer similar 1o Ihe D none exist now. 

whose duty will be to start new hospitals for of training for 

'<» appoint the necessary women medical stsI!, V . tiaduatc coiirscs for women 
nur^and mid-wives and to aira.fgc rcscarrh and P?^ on the ppiky of 

» mler.her ..work 

organising 


raduates etc. bUc wouiu al^u ^ _ 

g adequate medical relief to women a^d c as the rocn-officers m 

a numbe? of women medical graduates who should be grauea 


- .....Hw* vjL ifvluvil «. n""' 

• lie department. «rr.t..;n<'P there should be appointed an 

lo the Public Health Dciiarmcnt in [.hjirge of the maternity and 

iant woman directress who would |,n Assislaiii Dirertrifss on 

' In M- welfare work. Now in Madras - k^r duly being to toot round 

Public Health Btaff has been made this year, ocr u ; 
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Um praidMiM, to teonaniie Um eitotfaig BMternUy and ddld-wdluo owIiml to 
induce the local bodies to start new ones and to direct the work at the 
m centTM on propw lines. She is expected also to oneanise a health school lor 
the training ol the health fisitors and to carry on propaganda among men and 
womra so as to arouse their interest in maternity and child-welfare probfems. 

Maternity and child-welfare work is carried on to a certain extent by voluntary 
agencies, by certain municipalities and by the Bed Cross awociatioDS, but up till 
nim neither the Central Government nor the local GoTcmmcnt have taken any 
initiative in thia matter. 

Ihere is yet no legistation in India to save the child*s life and most of the 
provinces have no separate hospitals for children where diseases peculiar to infants 
and childly could be treated. 

The Midwives Acta of 1902, 1018 and 1926, provide for improvement in the quality 
of professional attendance at child-birth by restricting the operation to certified 
midwives. 

In England the ministry of Health and the local authorities have assumed the 
responsibility of providing adequate, ready and skilled midwifery help to all women 
irreapective of their station in life. 

In India neither the local Government nor the Central Government have taken 
the first step to organise and to develop maternity and child-welfare work through 
a separate department under a specially trained staff of women officers ; nor is 
there any provincial women medical service originated to supply adequate medical 
lelief to women and children in a country where the majority of women would not 
consult men and a good number of them would never even see them. 

Therefore this Conference of Women should devote as much attention to the 
organisation and development of efficient and adequate medical aid for our women 
and children as for the promotion of education of our girls. 

I need not point out that a healthy Intellect is possible onlv in a healthy body 
and that a healthy progeny will ariao only from a generation of benithy mothers. 

The enforcement of the Sarda Act, the abolition of polygamy, Mysore and Baroda 
Legislation to revise the inheritance rights of women and the present unequal and 
unjust Hindu marriaM laws, the suppression of traffic in women and children, the 
question of women labour and child labour, removal of untouchability and prohibition 
will be presently discussed at the conference and therefore there is no need for me 
to dwell on them at length. 

Call for Unity 

India is pulsating with a mYt life and a great awakening has come upon its men 
and women. Our duty, the women's duty, at this crisis, is net to curb the growing 
nationalism, nor to check the flowing tide, but to direct it and guide it through 
useful channels. At the same time, we should revolt against all forms of violence, 
injustices and unnecessary and uncalled for interference with the basic human rights. 
We should teach our children to be selfless, and self-reliant, to Ije courageous and 
manly and we should train them to serve wisely and sacrifice nobly. 

Let U8 not forget chat in the nation-building process women have ever been 
playing a great and glorious part as citizens, wives and mothers. We are born to 
create and not to destroy, to love, not to hate ; therefore let us create life, love sod 
beauty and promote peace and harmony among people and nations. This conference 
itself has demonstrated in full the union of all communities, creeds and races m 
India on a common platform of service to the nation. Let the feeling of frirndli’ 
ness and comradeship, that is a marked feature of this conference be developed into 
love^that perfect, pure and simple love— the mother's love— that would be endanng 
and that would embrace within its fold all humanity. 

Resolutions 

The following resolutions were passed by the Conference 

(1) The employment of woman doctors to ensure ante and post Mtal c«e and 

nitration during child-birth for the mother and medical care of childm, tne^^ 
bUdkment of maternity homes and of an adequate supply of trained help, and me 
establiehmrat of erecnes and nursery schools in all factones. . * j- 

(2) The early passing of a Materniny Benefits Act for the whole of *®®**v. 

(3) Part-time education being made coropulsoiy for all half-timers up to tne ap 
of 15 ysais, and whrae conditions make it desirable, mill-owners co-opeiatmg wiw 
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Ike I m f antkoritieB ie the piofiaion of tueh edoeetion among the indanirtal popvla* 

Thb 8abda Act 


The OOQferance urged the Viceroy and the Oentral licgittaiore and the 
OotemMita to keep ue Sarda Act intact and atrietly enforce the pronaiona of fL i 
aSl and called upon eodal aocietiei and eocial reform aMociationa in tlm country 
lo^ueate ^Mie perauade Individuala to obey the law and to report 

***Iii^^of the Widespread awakening and outlook of womon. ^ Conference con- 
■idered it imperative to form centrea for practical training of aociat worktra m Uotb 
rani and urmin areas and centres for aocial work. • ^ t 

”ln view of the high maternal and infant mortality all over India, the Conicreoro 

eallcd uixm the Central and Provincial Governmcnta to appoint medical women an 

Sminia^ve officers both in the medical and public health dcpBrtm«i»ta in order 
to orgimise adequate medical aid for women and childnn nnd to derviop maternity 

**^lhe CoofcrenWr^ureed that separate children’s courts teoatabliahcd for trying 
juvenite'^endcra and that in ihtac courts at least one Magistrate should be a 

^^he* Gbnferenoe reiterated its firm conviction that women should Iks aJwiuateiy 

reDTeeented on the central and provincial Icgislaiures. district 

otEer local bodies and on com mi ssions and fcmnnttcts i.irccimg w omen and cbildrtn. 


Tke All-Asia Women's Conferesce 

Delegale* from ten 

itaeOTMed at faihore on the ISlh. Jatiuary m/l-y Kant ol awnui, 
the Uk^nni of Knpurlhala, who waa -i u, kind i„ Ania. We 

Ihe Rani of Mandi said : “Thia » the fi™‘ ^ ,,Uae ,nh- »« 

meet to promote cultural unjtj amonp •*’?. <.ivili.R!li'ii. 'o ataw'P 
humanity thoae oualitiea which are to irick out awl ada|>t thnxc 

out thoM erita whU have crgtt into. our KViTo the hU pi""*- 

quatitiaa of eiviliaation and culture which b\ oachanuc oi eaticricnee 

ele of aocial and material proeperity, ‘o iolir ^ U ia 

Sir^wJ^but tW ua. rc^ncrate and pro- 

i"«ui .‘s'S 

which hare fcen itranpKnir onr domwt.c hvro and ^rid 

inflnenee in onr bouaebold in oni country and .'"JJ’® " ^ women'a orisaniaationa 

The Secretary then read mcaaaRea from prominent women ana women 

^ H». M «yr®ijKi£S».iK 

ii'SuSSSi.-;). 

ffdinfPeraia), and Mra. San and Miss punctusted with chew 

nie moat interesting part M the the inference success in th^r 

•t 4iott intervalSe wjs when the dej^stes ^ delegate was rocife^sly 

own langnageo and in broken Engbsb. .jural in^ibeir country, ^cre 

^pwed when the said the* knowing E"f^j**** t'|" VpJ^Hen spoke for that couii 
Wag BO woman delate irom China, ‘ Jl*” i, , uresent. * . . u 

Viiitora from New Zealand Amenea were a ^ Conference bAtlf 
. Sir Jogendm Sinba, Minister of Agriculture wclwmja breaking 

of^FSitb. He said this Conferenw showed signs tnsi a 

the Eaat with a promise of renewed life and glory. 
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THE WOMEN’S CONFEEEXCES 

Retolutiont 


[ CALCUTTA 


The Conference continued for eight days and concluded on the 25th, January 
lOJl. It passed eleven rt.'s-ilitrioa^i cuncerntng education, religion, drink, drugs, 
health, culture, equality of status of men and women, children’s rights, right of 
self-expression, world peace, stoppage of traffic in women aud children and labour. 

The first resolution urged free compulsory primary education for every boy and 
girl in Asia. The second resolution said that in order to promote a spirit of religious 
tolerance, love and harmony amongst the communities, the lives and teaching of 
great religious leaders should be taught in schools and the comraratire study of 
grnt religions of the world included in the curriculum of colleges. The third reso- 
lution recommended prohibition, limitation of production of alcohol, opium and other 
drugs and propaganda agsinst alcohol amongst students. The fourth resolution asked 



loper angle end giving a lead to the Congress of the world. The president insn 
atrrss on the economic independence of women and formula^ the fundamcow.* 


rights including adult suffrage, etiual partnership in hii^harid’s income, equal npbif 
inheritance, also equal guaroianship, equal right to public employment, etc. 




1 Mnr’ M J THE BENGAL WOMEN'S CONGRESS 

Ratol.ti... 


with, the diMtMiOD 






•oAinK in mo?iSl 


ctO of eommnndiam thiouicb mini intcrcourw! amonK Uie wmmWtiw aniT 
of untoni^bility was placed before the meeting. 'Ae clause unrinff inter*esste. Inter- 
MM andinler-relWoaa ma^Ke *a« ,ot«d out Uioi«h .!ro.tl?^X^;S‘"iS 
orbm ««!<« of t^ del^tM •upporM the clause. The mofuMilim and SsT oMw 
■action admittug the pnncide oppowJ it On the motion of a Modem di^tathe 
OonKTCM n^ congMiula^ the women taking part in the SaiyagHba ^p^ 

and aupjwrted the Delhi truce and joint clei toratca. ReaoluUona demanding^ 

■pp^tion birth control and equal trmtraont regarding inaorauce were diaallnwed 
ill the subjects committee. 


Kerala Proviocial Women’s Conference 


Ihe followinR are extracts from the rrcRidcntinl Address of Mrs. Padmavsthi 
Asher delivered at the Kernia Provincial Women-s ConfcreiUT at lisdsaari, held on 
the 3riL May 1931 

I do not know how to thank you for exalt ing me to this position of honour. I 
know there are many other ladies of distinction but your choice has fallen on ms. 1 
shall try to discharge my duties to the liest of my lights. I cannot pretend to any 
high education or culture but my heart has been overwhelmcsl and hos been drawn 
into the thick of the present day movement, liecause it I* led by that mat saintly 
soul, Mahatma Gandhi. He is our inspirer and true guide to-day. Women bad 
always their owu share of responsibility in our land but to-day they are more active 
and if I, to-day, have accepted your invitatioii to preside over your deliberation, it 
is purely in a spirit of service to the Motherland. A pcTsonal renson aleo, I may 
ado, ie that I have conie here to learn from you sll in this ]*rovioce of enUghteocd 
womanhood. 

Western civilisation and Western culture have made such inroads into our andcot 
land that it baa become necessary to remind Indian audiences about their 
swadharma ; that is the irony of the situation. We have sll so much forgotlsn 
ourselves that we have been all enslaved to foreign customs and manners in our 
dress, food and in lUl our daily activities. We have now to depend in our every 




immediate remedy for all those evils. Cloth is the one item which we oonsume 
most and it is imported from foreign lands Should we mske our own clo^ and wear IL 
the immediate result will be the saving of sixty crores and more, to be distributed 
among the poor spinners of our land. Therefore it is that Bfabatma Gandhi has pros- 
cribed it as £o one remedy which will do away with tWs nest evil. In Ke^s the 
iaditt are generally highly cultui^ and intelligent. They nave got special^ facilities 
for spinning. They can grow their own yarn and weavers can be found in wu-- 
■nnds scattered throughont*tbe land. Farther, your simple and plain dress m^e it 
•M the more easy for you to take to khaddar. Our sisten in our provioecs, 
require lenj^y narees, in variegated colours. You may have np task and there- 
fore l^addar will be the most suitable and respectable dn^ of Kemls 

In thb oonneetioD, it is necessary that we should, while producing kmdsr, alM 
pmnado all our fellow citixena to give up foreign cloth and take {Jf 

I am aware of the remarkable work done by the women of ^ 

Pbk^g foreign cloth shope but more woik lim 

"^Me rs not only to carry on propaganda for BwadcsW but also the pesceful per- 
suasion. Co give up foreign cloth. 
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Tbb Dusk Em 

Blahfttniaii hai alio oDjoined that the work of reclaimiiig our Idlow brethren from 
the drink evil ihouid alto be taken up and peacefnl picketing of liquor ihopi un- 
uertaken by the iromen of the land. Here alio there ii much wont lor thoie of 
you will come forward for inch kind of work. 

Unlike women of north yon enjoy complete freedom of movement and your poii- 
tioD in yonr homci ii unique. You have great responiibilitici in the uplift of your land. 


Women's Rights 


At women’i gathering one of the lubieeti that ii alwayi given a prominent place, 
uowadayi, ii the question of women*! rights. The right to vote, right to hold appoint- 
ments, the right to property, equally with men, are all brought rorwmrd and there 
are suggestions that the future constitution should contain clauses, guaranteeing the 
fundamental rights of women equally with men. 1 do not know if we should spend 
all our energies in agitating for such special or equal rights. The one thing Indian 
women have been taught is that they should do their duties well and privileges 
will come of their own accord. The men of India have never proved themselves less 
chivalrous than those of other lands and in these days, when both the men and 
women of India have to fight a third party to secure the freedom of the land, the 
women need only perform truly and sincerely their duties to the motherland. Surely 
in the future Swaraj government and constitution the women’s rights will be respec- 
ted and uphold. The very fact that so many women have been eiicoura^ to take 
up such an active part iu the political struggle of the country and their work has 
been most handsomely appreciated and acknowledged on all hands is an indication 
that women’s rights will not be forgotten. Therefore it devolves on all of us who 
could spare the time to take actively to one or other of the special programme of 
the constructive work laid down by the Congress. 

In view of the fact that the Congress has decided to make Mahatma Oandhi its 
soul representative and plenipotentiary, to deal with the powerful and well organised 
British Oovernraent, it behoves us to give all support to Gandbiji. The first requi- 
site is that we should all do everything in our power to implement the Gandhi-Irwin 
Pact. In our future work we cannot be overcarcful in sticking to the very letter 
of the instructions given to us from time to time by the Congress in carrying out 
our future work, persuading people not to buy foreign cloth or persuading people 
not to drink can all be most efTectively done by peaceful picketing as laid down in 
the Congress instructions, the same work could be made more efiective by under- 
taking to ptwsuade people to spin and weave khaddar. Farther enrolment of Con- 
gress members on a large scale would really indicate the real strength behind 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


Congress Resolutions 


In this connection 1 have also .to draw your attention to the twenty points raised 
in the Congress resolutions about the future constitution of the administration of 
our motherlaud. Some of them may be considered as quite academical aud even 
controversies might be raised but what runs through the whole resolution is the 
spirit and effort to reach the mass consciousness by declaring several fundamental 
n^ts and by proclaiming the safeguards for guarding the ri^ts of all our poorer 
brethren of onr land, workers and peasants. 

Sisters, the spirit of sacrifice and renunciation has been the basic principle of our 
society from time immemorial. The rights of old have been immortalised b^uae 
of their rennneiation of all worldly objects and working for the spiritual uplift of 
the hnmanity at latge. When I am therefore addressing my sisters of Rcrals, need 
I appeal to the ancient spirit of renunciation, sacrifice and Buffering and ask them 
to euibit the same in the country’s came f Have we not been enslaved too long 
already and should we not therefore come forward throwing away onr slackness sun 
take our proper place in the service of our country f 



All India Non-Braimiin Congvesa 


In opeMinff Conference of the WorktiiK Ovinimittee of the Alhlndia Kon- 
BnikiiiiB Omiicrcel nnd Icndors nt Paonn on the •’iOth. April 193 1, Sir A. P, Pntm 
wpokid as f(^1o«rn : 

We xejoioe at the pFcsciit itolituel Hitaatioii in the countn brouaht about by 
the Inrin-tendhi arr.inf^mont anil the part played by Lord Irwin, an Viceroy of 
India, tbouj{h we are not yet out of the womla nnd miiny obataclea are in the wm 
^ neaceful projcresil of the country toiranla the realisation of the deatiny. Lm 
Irwin^deyotion to the caiirc of Imlin and his nndorst.Midinft of the spirit of Indian 
naUonaliem were suprcnioly Krcat. lie improised India with hie eineeriiy and htwea- 
ty of porpoec. We arc confident that he will continue to help India till the Hleal 
ot Fedemti ’ 


He ie a man of larice 


*™.ation ie fully Achieved. , , 

Earl Willinjpion le n tried nnd trusted friend of Intlm. - 
vision. He hae the couraf^ of his conviction and the welfare of the meaeee wae one 
of the conspicaoiis fentiirus of his administration. It ie hoped that be would pjttide 
Indie eaWy duriiip; flic most critical |icriotl of her history. 

CON01U»B AND R. T. C. 


One of the great outstaiidiiig political events of the day is the confirroatw 
arranffement arrived at Delhi by the Congress meeting held 
in the deliberations of the U. 'J*. 0., to render eousti^ctive aid in 

• ^1 !;/• t All TKii main obicct of tD( 


» confirmation of the 
' to uka part 

ing up and 

completing the cdiliec of an All-lndta Fedcraiioii. fhe main object of the wmnd 
Table Conference was no doubt to secure the largest possible 

constitutional problems. It is needless to say that the Lttlt tn*^ en* 

prepare or to work out a coiistiiutioii 111 sll its detail. .4**® 

trusted to expert hands. Many imsapprchcnsions ^ 

home in mind. The great task of Fetleriition can not •ii?t*the desigii 

or of one party. Alany hands are niiuind to giuhijr "‘‘J fundamental win- 

and shape them to be placed in »«*iire iwsitioii i« the «dirtM. The fu ^nunsible 

ciple of federation is aeceptcxl on all hands as the ®",,Annlalur?eltlier 

self-govcmroent in India. WJiaicver the political s- now cleat 

l^wanij or Puma Swaraj, the goal of full responsible sclf-gox eminent is now ciea 

10 all political workeiv. . . __ best for the 

The genius of the llntish BUtesiucii outline V*'*, {250*^*51“ of the All-Par- 
uniiicatioa of Indian India with IJritish India. it ^i\\ be with 

ties Conference observed : That an Jiidiaii Ftnleraiion, com^We as^^^ ^ 

the maximum degree of authority on loc^ unite whether PJ® . giu^ue. The Report 
only eolid fouodaiioii for Responsible Goveruroent -ud the Indian 

nc^au»d«d (a) all turtle .'..<ule between 

States and ail subsecjiieiit treaties, so far os il*®y Clommonwealtb shall 

of this Act. shall be binding on the IS same ^ligations towarde, 

cxetciae the same rights in relation to, and dischargU prev lout to 

the iudiau States as the Government of Uo^ 

the paasing of thia Act. The obligations iiotob^ ilih It is baSy necesaary .to 
by tucae recommendations were not fully d^t w 1 * eubstitute the aiuhonty 

point out that the scheme outlined in the ths Misting Oovernor-Oenifal 

of the new Commonwealth Government m tlw.plure of ™ ^Julderable diderence 
in Oouncil replacing the Paramountcy, a P®®*S® ®?ffL ^iheBimon Report obs^ted 
of t^inion. Diacnsaing the form of ultimate ^ ^®*^* t-^-ral Eiecntive and a Fedial 
that “in its eompletc form, a Federal irJuW^ve to contain lepmseota- 

Finanee are all involved, i'he F^eral wreiee 

tifea both ol the Btatea and the Province and would erer^ 
inattera of oommon concern together ^th wwem *duty dr^mlntote«“{ 

taxea. The Federal Executive would be chared witn w «iovince§ each 

fedetal sohjeeta. The unite ol Federation /cfcislatura with a 

witu ita logisiataie and its ministry responsible to w eg^ nutonossonslf 
•t the head of the profiuee and (b) • ®®F}®®.gl Crown, msk wi» i» 

••ch with lu ruling prince in relatioo with the BtiUth uiow», 
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mteni«] antnieeiiiratf. Aud o?cr the whole would be the rq>iefeBtetiVe of tht 
RritU Cfown ae Viceroy in lelctioo to British Indin. The Report farther • 

*'Oar object in writing so much hat been to help to got away Icons region of 
pore generality and aspiration and to dircM?t attention to some possible aim o{ 
fntnre derriopment when, after consoltatson with the States themselves, the time 
has come to aisenss them.*’ A cantions advance was proposed in the Council of 
Grester India and when the Princes understootl Fcderittion ns the itlrimiitc solutimi 
for Indian constitutional problems *‘whieh has na terror for the J*riiiccs ami 
(^ernmenta of the States, * the final steps hare now to Iks built up. 'Jlio PrinroA 
made it quite clear that they will federate only with u I'csponsible India. This atti- 
inde therefore helped the acc^tance of federation na the solid foundation for ihr 
espressioo of Indian nationalism at the ft T. C. British Jiidia is liulebted to the 
pniriofic spirit of the Princes for the new light thrown on the constitutional pr«>b- 
ferns. It 18 needless for me to esplain the various tests through which tins subject 
has passed before receiving the largest amount, of agreement. The component 
demmts of the Federation are: (ll The federnting provinces of British Inciia^ and 
(I) such Indian States or groups of Btahw ns may enter the rc«lcration. ft U nnt 


expected Ihst every Slate wonld cuter into th<> FislcratiiUi immediately Imt w 
inaicated in the Simon Report, the door must, he kept. oi>cii for other States or groups 
of States that agree to enter tii«* Fetlerati-m. A new State is visualised dtf^ni. 
from the existing State, a now State dori ring its|>')wers from the States and roneediui; 
to the Crown the powers of Central Governiucnt (tf Fndi.-t to which theautouo- 
roons provinces concede for the purpose of FedcTHtton. The r\inferencc accepted 
t.hat meral legislation should consist of two chambers with rrprtscntativcs of the 
British India and of the States but the prot)ortion of ri piiS'Mitaiion and the method 
of repiesentaiion yet xcmain to be determined. The prinecs elnini that they should 
have the right ana liberty to decide the liest mode of clioiec of their representativesu 
It is understood that the Fedeiul Legislature will deal with all FtHleral subjects and 
its enaetments will be binding on all the units of Federation. The list of Federal 
subjects so far agreed is tentative and elastic, other subjects eonhl be brought in s« 
neeeaaity arose. A distinction was however pressed bet with policy and ic^islstion 
rm the one side and administration on the other, while the control of policy and 
legislation should be Federal, the administration should be with the Stat.w to carry 
on consistently with the federal policy. This has the advaiilagtm of avoiding sources 
of friction. It is however necessary to define the limitation of the functions of 
Fedeiml and State Governments In these spheres and it is therefore soggestfri dcsirsblc 
that a single lorislalnre may deal with FMcral Biibiccts. It should be borne in miod 
that every member of the Uonforenre reserved to himsidf the right of modif}'ing bif^ 
opinion before the final picture was complete. The matter oi Paramoiintcy wns 
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enoe was unanimous, namely, that it w’as esseotiHl to the development of the Federal 
idea that the new constitution should have within itself facilities for its own growth 
and development into a greater India. There has been a elcnr underatanding that 
the new constitution roust recognise, subject however to certain exceptions for n 
time, that the reaponaibility for the Feucral Govcrnincnt will rest upon Indians 
themselves. The responsibility of the Kxeutivc to the I^islatiire is fundamental. 
The Oovemor-GenersI repreaenting the Crown shall have executive power and autho- 
rity. The Ctovemor-Qcncral ta licid during the transitional period responsible fni 
defenoe and external relations including the Indian States not coming within tte 
purview of the Federation and the Governor-General should have certain speeifiN 
powers to set in cases of emergency. Those reserved subjects are not subject to m 
control of the L^islatnre. The Ministers in charge of these subjects cannot m 
oonsidored to possess joint and collective responsibility with the other responsible 
Ministers. The Governor-Gtoneral should have general power to secure legislation sna 
finance ne c essary lor the diseharga of his responsibility for the reserve sub]^' 
As a matter of convention the Governor-General will consult the Ministers totore 
having reeourae to the speeial procedure and these powers will not be um ^ 
dmgition of the resnonsibility of Ministers nor can they be exercised in prdin^ 
aidministiation. No Vieeroy of any political foresight will be able to neglect tne 
consultation doe to Ministers. Experience will establish eonvention. 

The atost important point relates to Finance for which special provisions sn 
needed ad pnaent. It is recognieed on ail bands that Indian financial credit 
ftMOeW alability are moat eseentiel in the highest interests of the contm 


should hi ooms agency for intervention and save the situation ; one 
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li to wl iMitl power ia the Ck>fenuir*GeQmt end another 
— 4 -^ cumiicy. exwiiM and lo atehHiie interiietibual rel 
the tma^n of a Beeem Bank^ which will hare the contiol in 
llm einl til» lederophon of the Vutil the formation oC a !l„ 

, ^ Oovmo^Qenml will hare special powers. The Finance Minister wiirhe 
iii^e to the I^slature subi^t to some of the Kmitatfona indiciteL At thii 
jof wit wonomic relM^ provisions for ssliipiaidhtt 

igtoyal cwlit in faulty dcsimbic. The Conference did not recommend 

coinmewc. (bouirh ihf principle of equuRty of 
tmtaneuC for wmisir trade in (ndia wai* mneh discussed. While wc nrcfuil India 
bfiBir exploited by foreigners, wc CHiniot adopt ProteeUowiat lydii y whole-salt. Ita 
iiceeaiity ra the cum; of ‘ key ijidn*«trifH ' wns niipctl but no dirWon was arrived at. We 
emniol inflfer l apitalisN to cxpTnii the nKriculturisti anti warkors. \\> mvat 

guard afvittst the tiangfr. To the splnrc of liiianrc the LeaUhiiiire shall have con- 
trol over an qiT^tiuii^ of tnxation. fiscal |*c.!i. y itmludiiig tariffs and eap^Uura on 
sabj^a other thnivihaae wyrviHl for tho (JoviTMor-Ocnernrs control. As soon as 
thv Rcoerra Ihnik i« cwtniilH&iNl the* l/^ti-luiim* would l>e in the position to* eonti^ 
the exchanir lH‘luy awl the fiswl (.olh-y. In tlw manor ef loan. India «iN have 
the aaino power us any other s<Tf-govei ning Doniinion bnt the aim is to work gm- 
dvally tenvarda conjidcto fumnciul uatonomy conuistent with the safttr of India’s 
economic and financial structure. A great deal of attenlion is devoid to **8afe- 
guards” and one cominoM mnundt rstoniring Iras been that iIh'sc take away inbataa- 
tialljy the powers confcirw by th»* mow scheme and the transfer of political power into 
fndmii hands will not be real. Whether the spifial iiowTrs reserveti at present are 
rn the interestn (A Indie idoiic or tu the interests of lireat Britain and India.'caperi- 
etice wilt dtscloac the i»c*d for any radical motltficntiDn ft is loo soon to speruhile 
on the posit if lit. The nature of snfcguards arc such ibui they arc subject lo modi- 
licaiion. It may U* noM. wliethcr we reach thi* status of s Dominion or a Partner- 
ship with tlrrat Brituln. the (•ssenthd fa<"! U tbe rmprovciiK iri of the lot in Kleof the 
tiooplc. ’iT.cso theories ari* titiiuclive hut do tbev affect t lie nalityo. the |)Oliticai rela- 
tions? Whatever hr the theory one finds jvissiblc to Ids political conception the eml 
aud the aim is to tiutnh (owurds attsiniiig fttll rcHponsilde :«elf-Koreriiment for India 
about which uii nb^olntc omuiimity prcwnils. This should br the real test for Swaraj 
or Purna Swaraj. Are we placed in a iiositt ui iinfi tiered hy cxtrancom impeditnenfo 
to realise the nattou.d ideal : 

The rbiiEKAi. LKGi.'«LA rriiK 

Kncarding the siructiiro and comtxvsltimi of Fcihml bcgistutiiic thm i^ moeh 
sMcoiation aa ' 

'ihe general i 

was adopted ™ .... — .... — r- ^ 

Agreement has not hcf.*n reached as to the rw|)ec-tive strength of ibe cbsmbcff Qi 
distribution of seats as Uitwccii the States. TlMse matters remsio to be judw 
either on the liasis of ana and popuhitiou or with a wrtgbtage. In rrwd to fne 
method of election to the lower Cbamlier, no mitostamling bat beni nrtcyi. 
Direct cloctioii is a popular sysitmi ns it has been in practice for the leat iwciye 
yenra, but llio criticism cannot Im* ignnred that tbf; constituencies are so unwleKliy 
and so extensive invcdviiig Ibon^jinds of square miles and vast popuiatiw. 
fbat there cmild be uuv possibility of inu; repreHcutalloo and that oonseqnyiiy 
does not admit rf fwquent conflict with the feelings and JP® 

deetor and the piprestfiiMiivo. E.x|iorience has shown uiimiflakwly tlwl we 
Myatem destroya ible rcprcHcntalivc principle. Two or three large uiswi^ 
tim M candidate. Very, often tne voier 

vote. Hence 
inesiion of 

. , a oroadeniiig me naac oi ciecrormcs arc. uw. «« .w 

cbiae cannot be too radically altered at ontc. It will break domi 
numbera. Krancbiae also must diffw in proviiiccs. It eannot be uniform, tnw 
adult auffirage did not meet with general support. It is lo ai mt er to 

Jical education of the people. Bepreseutation of special *»*l"®*!l* 
be easy as in the caac of the pepresstd Classes. Its 
cated. Piovlaion for adequate representation will be provioeo lor. 

Another highly important matter, which ft- 

ConferHiec, ia the means of securing stability for the Executive. 


KMaruing tue structure and comtxvsttimi of rcfuml Lcgislutiiie tuere is itiw;ii 
miation as to the compoaitioii of the ChamUrs aud the method of rsDre^tatfon. 

I general principhi of a St nsle or working body clri-ted by the provincial legiajatim 
I adopted and the States intend to work out a lueihud suifalile for their conmtioas. 


fio Southern India) aix.* said to return a - - . 

does not know the pmson or liis jiolicv in whose favour be CMta bm vwe 
an alternative to this tiiiroal system of election has to be devised, ine Qui 
fnn^iae and broadening the base of electorates arc 



m 


IBE X01t«EAiaUK C(»10«BB8 


[roovA 


.^i^M^*?***?* ?*** ijy bi»t tew MBfre to iarate dw «oati> 

Jy y^<«y «» ?“ • ««wh»««»« in •e»er»l diicr- 

. «* «tt<? » 4h»e«Uii*d with AMa^ from all rid«, thdr 
inatma ml to mcitcd to meet tton Mit« naitoeToaNe iwBead of devotime tlieir 


T- w — Au«iwcvwa»i9 w w wCT W wji uwihihk war 

STSL* ^ ^ pvkm uitefeBt*. To meet UiiU iad, it if fiimi- 

M ia i^U a mmlBtiy rcBii^B iihlMi a 4mct vi^v of BO-eonid^ 

AM tiM bees pnm by tvo»tliiidB of tbe two fittinff lof^e- 

la too etat^ of Anierica tbc Earentive i« fhnoBt irrcmoTMle. An 

«WMioa If advcMtod for ladia. Our Bajascstioaf oroinoft ir^come. 
bate bees taurd wtoher, in tbe case of a moaun for ncHionSdosee in- 
t non-fBd(»I f ttbject, it if detirablc tbat tbe iv»»recBiaUvcf of tbe Btatef 
^ fiaxt ai they do not take part in all ful>ji>cif rtoiR to Bndib India. 

¥K*®*f*. 9^ *^9 fetitea idioiald be aak^nardid. U is ariruod bonsver 
dk J ? w nythod of joint aittisg on such a matter, the Miniairy is ever so aafo 
*? liartifular about Hritish Indian reprefentaiivc-s. 

J . ** S? supreme importance. The recommendations of 

toe uefmce CMnuttee arc still open for disciiPRion. They must be put into 
peact^i operation immediately. I refrain from poin^ into detail*). Some of the 
important f^ots affecting the problem of Federation hnre been indjeated. Other 
probims relating to Defence, federal finance, represent.ntion. inter-relation between 
15! *’ executive ova* the Provineinl Governments have 

yet to be f^roulatcd. The miiioritics problem and communal unity rcniiire urgent 
atttttiOD. ^ It IB urged that the fafegnards or spiTial eoiiditioii suggest^ in the 
teneme cnprfo the icnae of i-wponsihility in the Central Government and that pro- 
Tiwn must be made for toe control of the liCgislature over diicnce, foreign relations 
and fiowce without which resimnsibility is a shell without substance. In other 
words, ^fiie must at onw attain complete independence. No one will question the 
id^. Ibe special conditions are intended in the interests of India anil Great Bri- 
tain during the period of transition. Lven if partcership of India is adopted, the 
conditions must be mutual. They cannot be exclusive or one-sided. It is a great 
ttpenmeot timt is tried in India, unprecedented in history. Analogies for other 
Dominions do not hclp^ us much to construct a new fidchil India. We should 
evolve a constitution suited to tbe parliciilsr conditions of India, suited to the 
®J***^f. I * people. The past histoiy. present political conditions, opportunities 
of political training and social siructiirc cannot be overlooked in preparing a scheme 
which must grow naturally by the niherent force. We sliall not artificially build up 
nor be moved by leutimental considerations, however esiimablc they may be. Prac- 
yral tod political experience suggests wise and far-sighted action. Thwc is thus no 
diff^ce of idral between our school of thought and that of the Congress for the 
attainment of Swaraj or full responsible scIf-gOTcrnmcnt for India. Our methods 
differ espccia ly after the Declaration of Fundamental Eights by the Congress. That 
rat up a wall against political union of parties in tbe country. We do not subscribe 
to the programme of the Congress enunciated recently at Karachi. Political parties 
in the country will here^ter be based on these fundamental aims and objects. It is 
obvious toe programme » unpractical in many rcs|)ccts. Take, for instance, income- 

rations intraded to the political luindow-dressing to attract a particular section of 
Mpid with DO rmhty in their operation, they are unworthy of the Congress. If 

Congress, they are dangerous innovations 
^ P®?P*® foment discontent and revolt. The questiloa is 

socialistic policy in the country ? It will not 
# W imjwfible iiiy longer to constitute jKilitical parties on communal basis only. Coni- 
muualifm bad ito own put to play in awakening political consciousnesf in (he indi- 
Tidu^ eommunitiea which form the component parts of the nation. 

also a national outlook and a 
bioad-btsea cm wito the ^ introduction of new reforms. In a country where caste 

BlOUlf A*. aW.^ -.-.***1 t?#- .m _1S to A • 


cultiinl difftiMeeB exist with religious sanction or antagonism, it will nUunlly take 
tamo to oblite|M the raetanan outlook. Communal justice must prevoi lu all 
deMtiMto of 8t^ s^l be no monopoly. As long as then is no communal 
nnitj^sdjj* nat^^isin will not be the j^veniiug force m the political life of tbe 
*2!!?!^* Iraei^itira and provide such special metaufes as wonld briog 
iboni nnhMii csral^ mnknal tnui^ onate goodwill and enate nndcntandiDg 
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•nong aU ctaaM awl eominonftk*. Tbi* it one of tbe imnlMt proMeint with nWch 
'“"••town of fUe odiAre of liidwn Fedmiioii twooniM dUI- 
cult beftwe wc Boh'c tin# prolilcm. Li4 u» nil work towards the rualtaatioii of unity. 
Mm n^alim n not ^ the Hindu or Munliin or :^ilih or CbraUtn ; it it of the 
whole nation end all ahould combine to give full ea|iiTatiott lo it. TlUi U Uio lonch- 
atone of our patriotism which will eitlKT lead pwiee and contentment or to distmat 
and deapau:. ^ 

It it mtifyinjs to note thnt afnr rcpi‘ati«d futile :iiU)ui»tfi mmlo Uvullim (landlnit 
lu» now toppily adureiiscd hiiiim^^^ >:uai prol fcin of iiitndritics. With the 

oo<operatiim of all cleniciita he may eatnldibh Insiiii;; la'ace mid umtnal iniat amonif 
the comtnunitiea and niisr n inoninncnt f<>r ihc (-ll•rn:»i jrlorj* of Indutn niiity th^ 
ibe difierettcea of ci*ntiu‘kt> have Ut n renuivid I>y i*iic who will lie acknowleti^ul by 
imatcritv to be a mcsseii^r of iHwee m.d ^ood'HiU. Ui^cent neata have unlortu* 
natcly diatnrbccl tbe 0 (|iiilibriiini of comtiitiiiities. Ilaeial aiita^niitiin hut once attain 
come to the forefront of politieH and it luust Fix>n be put down. We aa a party are 
willing to coiitribittc our .'<crvie.es and ex)H*riciiec tor the solutkin ot the great problem 
and we co-operate with the t\)llg:r<^s and other {Hilitirtil orguiii»>atioiii inihe country 
to work for the political and social frmlotn of liulia as an f(|iul puMner with the 
other inembcra of the Hrilish ('oiiimcii\vc.alih. Thus we will formul9*t 'uir progmiume 
ns a conatitutionnlist party. Details stitftd lo each province tXH‘i.il and fioiitical 
nmelioration of the mMsca will bi* witi'kod on* in the rc^|Jocli^e s|)heree which will 
^ rommniiicAtcd (o the eontnil coinaiittce h'l* i it format ion. Ix*i ns coaimcncii wo^' 
again in all diatrieta with eiithuainspi and ileiotion nnfilleied bv iH-raoiiat h^lousies 
nnd rai8iindcrstandin;:a. As a party we arc liouiul lo Ik* luani and to siickmiI in 
oitr nima. 

Retolutiont 


ITie follow'iiig resolu lions were jiass;tl by the (’onerc" : 

(1) That the Xon-llrahniin ronf!:i(.«i8 snppojts };i’nerally iIk !*»».», meiidal ions 

of the Round Tabic Conferonee tlmt the future coiislitniion ol India shonid be oii 
an all India Federal baaia, that until tlic lull detaiis are worked oni this Cimfercnce 
ia unable to expreaa its final opinion and authorise* its nprcpentaliica lo co-o|M!rttc 
with the Oongresa and nil other political parties at Hje f'onfercnee lo ubiani tbe 
greatest poaaibic freedom for India’s people. i i.. ,1... 

(2) That the apceial provisions, reservatinns ;in«l ►afi^.Miurd^ proiHiwd b\ Mic 

Itound Table Gonfcreiiec iluring the traiiaitioiial p« rioil should bi hiicIi n** not J*» 
derogate in any wfiy from full responsible w n.I 

nor should they Ik* aiieh as to vest power in the bauds oi enpitabsis and ini4lhgent*ui 
to the detriment of the real pexinle of the country. The srhenic 
the country can Im governed only by the aeine and willmg 

(3) . This Ooiifereiicc declares that in any aehcinc of 

sentation of all classes and couiniuniiica in tuc public servucB should bt IP“**“***J|; 

(41. TO. Confeicuc while dcclaiin» (bat con„.«m.l » >on » no 

ideal political principle, believes, ns a ttmi|x»rary u.wsure, tbi t nidnidua^ units 
the nation should be protected till they attain the atage of ^ f hiM • . 

(5). This Conference opiicala to all classes mid 
will with a view to arrive at a permanent joint ion 

committoe is prepared to assist the clToi’ts of all ‘"pi’iu; u-. nlrcadv^tikeit 

union. The committee notes with satisfac-tioii that Mabatino rtauabi has nroaoei-l 
up the problem of brining about the eoiumunal harmony vith co P P®*- 

(Snn,i. Conlorem-e h. ». 

of Non-Brahmins of Bombay Trcsidency and j;®***] Round Vable Coiifcrwuo 

non-Brahmins from the Ceiiiinl Frovinccs and 

and suggesta to His Excellency Ihc Viceroy to iioniioate four more reprew « 

for tho two provinces. _ ^ ... arrired at in Delhi, this 

( 7 ), While supporting the lrwiii-C»aiidhi imnudialc steps to convene 

<«nf€WDceuigtwou the Goveriiraciit of India to take inmudinit siqis 

the second Bound Table Conference at an early accordance with 

^ (8). This Confercuee regrets that tiourd Table Conference 

the vecommcudatioiiB of the Defence ^*“*“***^ , iLiiiji, Veprescntaiives of the 

»o work out a scheme for Indian gandburst. dow imt Brsbmins wbo 

aartial nee. of Midmmhtw .nd Southern Ind^ tat wo » 

bHoo* to u eommuiiity which bu contributed no militury Mrvicw m 



THE CENTRAL SIKH LEAGUE 


lii(‘ seiwioii of the Ceiilrul Sikh Lenfctie coinmencod at AnmUar on the 8ik, Apt'il 
Sardar 8nnfa Sinyh, ('hAiniiaii of the Reception Committee, read out hia addreu 
in Urdu, in which he extended a hearty wclcooie to the delegatea, Mahatma Oandhi. 
and other CVmarces leadr-re, who were preeent. He expreased regret at the death of 
Sardur Man Singh Sargoonu and Pandit Motilnl Nclirii and deplored the execatioint 
of Bhagat Singh and other c*otiapimoy ea^e prifioiicra. 

Referring to the poaition of the 'Sikha. he aaid the Sikhs had always held the 
view that cominnnahani should not lie iticUided in any constitution since eommans- 
liam was at the root of ail fights. Un regretted Ibnt even the Congress had reeog- 
utsed coinmunalism in the Xebni Report. He snid the Government of India’s 
dnapatch had laiil the foundnlirm of establishing n communal Raj in the Punjab. 
He also regretted that whenever there was talk of a rommiiiial compromise, the 
SikljB were excluded. Xeilher the Luckuotv Pact nor the Nehru Rq>ort had conce- 
ded their riglita. The 8ikhs couhl not consent to become the slaves of any 
majority. He ruferrerl to the sacrifieca made by the Hikhs in the various political 
inovemciUs from ld(t7. If, as on previous occasions, the rights of the Sikh comma- 
riity were atill ovcrlookiHl. neacc in tho country would become impossible. Reiters- 
ling the position of the Sikhs, he said the Sikhs wanted the abolition of communal 
repa*Hcutatiou and even of wservation of scats. If the Mahomedans adhered to com- 
iminal ivprcHcniatlon. (he Sikhs would not be satisfied with less than 30 per cent, 
became in various other provinces the Muslim minorities hud uh much rc^presentalioii 
:ia thrice their prot«ortion to the impulation. 

He then asked the Congress to secure the rcicH«e of all political prisoner.'^, includ- 
ing the Ih^fitlntioii. conspiracy and other prisoners. 


PttE^^InE^'T‘s SPEEdl 

UoaUn' Tam Sinyh^ (be President,, ilieti delivered his address, in which he 
paid a tribute to the Iradership of Mahatma Gandhi, whose nationalism would be 
the foundation of a great wsr, but. his suciress would bring the kingdom of heaven 
n|K>n earth. H*f <nd not believe Mahatma Gandlri. to be infallible, for otherwise he 
would have adviactl the Sikhs to leave tlicir lot in his bauds. He looked upon the 
Sikhs ss an important part ot the Indian nation. For this reason, ^the Central 
Sikh League had mlw’ayit closely followed the tmlicy of tho Indian National Con- 
gress, Ho referred to (he success of tint Sikh League in ninniug the various elec- 
tions and said tliat since the Sikh representativM at. the Kovna Table Conference 
were not the nominees' of the Sikh League the decision of the conference could not 
be binding on ^khe. 

After referring to the mtifio.'4tioU' by the tloiigrcss of the Gaiidhi-Inrin pack as 
the beginning of good«wiil, he hoped that all prKionor.^, iiiclading (he Babbar Aksns, 
the mertlal raw prisoners^ and tho Maharaja of Nabha would be released. He did 
not believe that the Goveruoient would Im so foolish as to expose itself in a dumnr 
way by not releasing Aase priaooera. There was a large number of prisoners still 
rn ]ail. Pufiitive police had not yet been removed and many emigrants 
been imprisoned on their, retani from the Union Stales of America were still in 
jail He also inferred to Bhal Jwala Singh, a rich emigrant from Canada, who 
waa uader detention from 1915, . 

Referring to the s^ui^ag of Sikh righto, be said that the Sikhs wm m the 
first inotanoe, opjoosed to communal representation. If. however, it was decided to 
preeerve it, the Sikhs wanted’ their due share. He said that communal 
tkm waa officially recognised by the Congress at the time of the Luckmw ran. 
Snoe then it had spread to the services and in various other directions. They 
no longer bow to injintice, whether it was of the British Ck>vemmeot ormiyMy 
else ana to fight againet injustice they were ready to make any sacrifice. The motto 
of the AkaU was 'Without Fear» Without enmity.^ They were prepar^ for W 
reasonable eohitioB of the conkmunal problem. Thehr aim was freraom for 
cossmunity. They had always been finting agaiaet eommimal Ra) by Mosbm ^ 
HInda or Sikh oommmial Raj. The times bad gone by when communal supremwy 
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PBEBIDENTIAL ADDRESS 



‘**® foU«w*«R 1* Jpnwnd^ of Ihc Hikh* :- 
0) The SikoB, being auxioiiB for a national Ciovmimcnt. nr*' oudojihI to 
. ommnn^ iinjonty or rMorvation of aeata for n innioriiv commnnilj^ 

C2) On aeroiint of iheir iinnvnllcd poBitiun in tho P'niijnb on ac 

..AwiAfiM onri tlimr atalpA m fka /i/Mtn**.. .1 i 


account of their 
cent rcpreacntatkin 


Bcrviccs comiTUHBion the ^>iklia nhoiiiU 


Pnnitiii i»:iy Ijc ndminifttcred l»r 
on the ((Mnniiiiinl (tii<‘*(tjoii M 


aacriftcea and their arake in the countrv, they «]cnian*! 
in the run jab lACgislatnre and nclminiatVnlion. 

(3) fn the Punjab Cahinpr nnd the ptibljr 
liave onc-ihird share. 

^4/ If no arrangement is innJc the hmindnricR of ilir Punin*. nmv l»r alterad 
by iran»fcrrin«c predonmiamly MahnmrdRii anna to iho Frontirr «o a* to nrodnm 
communal balniice. Jii the nearly ronstimud Punjab there ahonid lie ioini cleclo- 
rates with no reservation of seatH. 

(o) If there is no arrangement on this too. the 
ihe now central tJovernincrit till an arraiip nuni 

reached. 

lO) Jbinjabi should be the ollioial liini-iiage in ibe Punjab, wiih opt ion to the 
Sikhs to use the Uurmnkhi script. 

(7) The Sikhs should be givefi 5 per cent rcprcscntaiion in iliecf iitrnl Ircisintuiv*. 

(8) and (9) There should be one Sikli in the central t'nbinct riih adcn^itde 
roprefventation in the Army Council. 

(lOl Owing to their spof'ial coimreitoii with the Army, ihe .4;inic iimportion 
should be maintained ns before the war. 

(11) There should he cfTcetive Sikh representutiveH in the Ali-Indiu aonhefi. 

(13) to (14) aIII rc'sidnary powers should rest in the central (toverament, wbndt 
■shoiila have siiecifietl powers to protect minorities. The Sikhs should have the stnic 
welfl^tage in other jtrovinccH as is nccordetl to other minorities. 

The provincial and central Governincrits should mnintnin reliaioiiH neutrality and 
maintain the existing endowments without creating new ones. The State should pro* 
vide for the reaching of the GurmukL^ script. Any ssfegiisrds gusrnnteed to tbc 
Sikhs should not be rescinded or inodi6f*d without their express consent. 

Continuing lie said these demands were put forward on tbc assumption that com- 
maiial repitsontation shall continue. After explafning tlm details, he said tiiat iha 
Sikhs wanted protection because they had u bitter experience of ihc past fen years. 
The Gurdw.nra Act was passed in the teeth of the 8ikb and Hindu opposiiion. He 
requested all minorities to frame common demands snd wsriH'd the Mohomedaot 
against devising formultc to suit their communal avarieT. Tbc ttikhs wanted to 
occupy' n posit urn second to no community. He criticised the Government of India s 
despatch, saying that it had made the communal problem insoluble. The d^pstch 
uave spr ri.il* privileges to Muslims because they were poor, to Europeans becs.nM 
they were rich. nncTtbe Sikhs must go to the wall. Ho appealed to the Muslims to be 
patriotic and asked the Sikhs to get ready to make sacrifices in the fight against 
••ommun.al Rnj. He said the Congress was following the bur^ucracy in this matter 
whereas it should refuse to be cowed down and should take its stand on jiisti^t sua 
fairplay. He did not believe that, mere staying at home would do any good. He did 
not agree '-.ith the argument of Mahatma Gandhi that he would * •vJlIISi 

Table Conference if the communal question were not settled. 
will hfl. in the solution of the problem. In the end he said tba. 

-.onid tfor remain aloof and asked them to show wisdom in serving the motberlEnd. 




XBB CBNTBAL SIKB LEAGUE 


;jH4 


[Anttmii 


tMNulemninic iht luiion ol the CfOreriimeiit In hrins on the Siegeiii^Gardwiim ; 
ireleoming the Gandhi-lnrin pact; aieunnft the CoDgnes of the Sikh Leim’e fall 
«fO>opcntion : .enthorieing the president to oonrenc t conference of the iniiioritiea in 
nrdcr to work nut a nchetne lor tlidr Mf^ord and urging the withdrawal of 
panitite police poets from ilic Panjah tillages and the release of all .political 
prisonere, conspiracy prifioncrs, the Maliaraia of Xabba and other detenni. 

The last resolution endoruxl the demnua nf the nation for the establishmoiit of 
complete independence and the abolition of all communal representation* with* all its 
iropucations and, in case this \v:is nut done, urging tl: *. seventeen demands of the 
SiHbs, ns stated .in the presidedtial nddrens. The follnwiiig is the text 

(I) Tile Sikhs are anxious 10 aevttre a imt tonal government and aiu therefore 
opposed to any communal ninjorily by statute or any reservation of scats by law for 
the majority community. 

12) The Sikhs. oernpy an unrivalled poMtion in the Punjab as is reflected by 
their sacrifices in the defence of India and in the national movements nnd their 
stake ill the province and. therefore, demarui :>0 per cent rcprcsentaihm in the 
Pnoitib legislature and administration. 

( 3 ) In the Pniijab Cabinet and the Puhli<* Services Commission the Sikh 
community should have one third share. 

(4t If no anun^ment is reached on the above basis the boundaries of the 
Ptiniai) may lie so altered by transferring the predominantly Mohamadan areas to 
the Fnaiticr Province ns to produce a coinmnnni balance. In the newly constituted 
Fiuijab there should he joint electorate with no reservation ot seats. 

( 0 ) If neither of the above alternatives is nceeptnbtc the Punjah may In* 
administered by the newly constituted responsible Central (tovoriimcnl till a inmnal 
agreement of the communal question is arrived at. 

lO Punjabi should be the olTicial language of the province. It should be 
optional with the Sikhs and others to use Gurmulchl scri]>r if (hey so desire. 

(7) Tito Sikhs should be given 5 per cent, of the total iminbcr of seats tcservAl 
for British India iu each of the irp]»er and Lower Houses. 

(8) There should always lie at hast one Sikh ui the Central Cabinet. 

(9^ lu case any Army tVnwioil Is <'ou.<titute(l the Sikhs should ba adequately 
represented oii it. 

(10) The Sikhs havij always hud a spei iid eoiuicctioii with tlie army and; there- 
fore, (be same prrqioUiim ui rlio Sikhs should be maintained iir the army as More 
ilio war, 

(II) Ihc Sikhs i^bonld have oilcvtivc representation in the all-India services nuil 
should be represented on the central Public Sen- ices Commission. 

(12) All residuary powers should rest in the (,'(>ntrai (Government. 

(13) The Central (tovernment should have special and specified iiowers lo 
protect the minortticfi. 

(14) The Sikhs should have the s;nne weight age in otlvr provinces as is acconled 
to othtu' minorities. 

(15) The provincial and central govtrnments suould declare religious neutrality 
and, while maintaining the existing religious eiulowment^. should uot create new 
oi>cs. 

(16) The State aboidd provide for the teaching of CGurmukhi scri|)t where a certain 
Hxed number of scholars is I'orthcomitig. 

(17) Any lafejmards guaranteed in the constitution for the Sikhs should uot be 
rescinaed or inodifled without their express consent. 

But it must be remembered that the demands have been put iii on the assnniptioi. 
that communal representation shall continue in various foruis but if some new solution 
on national lines be proposed with which .my cf the demniuls may he inconsistent the 
Sikhs will nor press it. 



He hBiau Ebnit Sibb CNiereiet 


Before a* crowded pendel end cnee of Live Bevolalioa” the MMlon of 
ibe Nettjewen Itberet Sabbe oommcnced at ICararhi ou the :f7ih, Mmrtk IVU wilb 
Mr. Sttbhea camiidre Bute in the chair. Prominent among tboie nienent were Mr. 
Kriahnakant Malaviya, hire. Kainaladevi Uhauopadhyaya, Mra. lUomla Kchri awl 
Mr. Bambamurtf. 

Thk WmxoME Addubm 


Stcami Ootindnnandt Chairman, Itcceprion Committee, welcominip Um delegatw, 
■aid that the execution of Hhagat Singh and others made it imposaiblc for yonag 
men to agree to any sort of compromise with the British Coveromei'i. Their kM 
waa the cstabiiahnu nt of a Govern meni for the masses. Uc wanted India to give an 
Indian garb to Russian Sociulism and aaui that complete Socialiatic Jndependtmtw could 
alone be the goal of youth, for which they must always be pivparea to lav down 
their lives. **Tlie soul of India was opixtstKl to the Gandhi-lrwia Pact, which could 
not live long^’’ he tieclared. Swami Govindaiiand appealed to the ymitb to^ organiee 
the peasante and workers, adding that arminl politicians and eapitalieia wen 
enjoying the Irutts of the sacriticiW made by Bbagat Singh and party. 


The PiiESiDEKTiAL Address 

Mr, Subhai Chandra Boae. rising amidst applause said that they 
more with the consideration of the sticial and etH>uomic struciiiie and body pbliiie 
which would bring the niaximuin of happiness and would help to foster manliooil 
and dovelop character and would translate into reality the bigheat nlcid of oollseuve 
humantry. They were aba* interested in invimtigating methods ibai would bring sow 
the earliest aiiaiiimeut of this goal. Mr. Bose said he wss led to the coii^siou 
that the principles that should form the basis of ibcir collective life were jretjchi 
equality, fr^uin. discipline and love. Therefore, in older to ensure cqpality, we mues 
M rid of bondage of every kind, eoeial, economic and political, ano we mum 
become fully and wholly free.” . , ^ ... 

PhiceediLg, Mr. Bose said : ‘‘To summarise what I have said, 1 w»l a ^lal^ 
Republic in India. The message 1 have to give is one »f *** m 

luted freedom, and until those radi«*al or revolutionary eleinenis aie 
cannot stir up, we cannot get freedom, and we canu^ stir up J^re 
eleinente among us, except by inspiring them with the new message wbh: 
from the heart and goes straight to ine heart. . . . j. 

The fandaniciit.il weakness in the Congress policy and Their 


programme is baswl not on r;idicali»ra> but «ii _ , , * . „ .mi •amaa 

loru and tenant, between capitalist and wagc-carncr, sud bt»iwcvn mre a |,ni|* 

Mr. Bon> did not Mieve .h,t the aH.pr... 


eradication of the social and nHigfous supersurioiis oi aii amus , i ^ 
women’s assoeiations for gr»iing our wi>nieidolk to accept 'he "e ^ 

out the new programme ; (&) imensive programme for of Bm-h ^ 

countrywide for explaining colt mfdT^^ 

party ; t?) creaiion of m-w hteijiturt for *^lJboie exe- 

Before refcriiiig to the Gandhi- Irwin truce Mr. i-»oll which had 

cutiooa and said that Bhagat tiiugb Wiis the ^hat sjint was unepo* 

takeu poreeasfon of the country from one end Ui lbc oiber. Ibat epim wm^ 
querahltv and the flame which that spirit had lit up wim ..rj,- j,, 5 ent exSu- 
have to lose manr more sons before she cou»d cha«T ol heaft 

tioiia are to me therefore a sure indicaiioii that ^thanm had hid 

on the side ^pf the Goveroment ai»d ihe time lor an honour 

^“iSuhn^ard to the truce embodi^ in the *Wnai fims ale^indmrt 

it exceedingly unsatisfactory and highly aaually had i 

the eooaideratSn that, *t the time ihia i^aci was ^ 

•htengUi than would appear from the content* M the 



M THE POLinOAL SUFFERERS* OONFERENGE t 

Ate dtiog tbe inheniit weakneu in tbe OandhMnrin Pact Mr. Boae tnld that tha 
liM Wit BOW an aeeooiplttlied fact, and the qaeation was what shonld be done at 
IliB eta|ea do not, for one moment, question the patriotisiB of thoee who aie 
Ntpoosible lor the traos terms. Oooseqaeotlj, the best coarse for ns coaid be to do 
Mme Mttifo work which woald strengthen the nation and the nation's demands. 
Hot this purpose, I hare oatlined mj pcogramme which the more radical section 
BBMIBg au coantrymen coaid do well to adopt and carry oat This will mfoid nn- 
neeessm confliol with the Congress leaden at a time when such conflict may tend 
to wwlm the pr pie and strengthen the Go? ernoient Above all, let ns have res- 
Mot and eelf-c jtrol, even when we have to criticise others. We shall lose nothing 
by betag coorteons and restrainedi and we may gain mneh." 

Oenm^iBg Mr. Bose said : **India is the keynote to the world edifice 
.im<h Fnt India spells destmetion of Imperialism throaghoat the world. Let ns 
tMMOte ties to the occasion, and make India free so that hamanity may be saved" 


He PsKliail Soffenrs* Cmlefeiice 


Seslhing condemnation of Ooverment attitude towards the treatment of politteal 
wfisonem was made at the All India Politicat Snfferers’ Conference held at Karachi os 
the Isl. April Ittlll In which Jlr.-Rnhhas Chandra Bose presided. A note. of warning 
waa atmek to the Congress to compel the Government to kem the terms of trace 
end ndeBie nil poUticsl pdsoaers bdore they launch ont for R. T. C. 

‘Brnsms O&vmdammd, the Chsirmsn of the Reception Committee welcoming the 
dtlSgllse eeid thst eiaty thonsand had gone to jarL Having undergone anoh an in- 
Itfes'enilbring they nhoald not now Meet from 4lieir path of oom|>lete jndepen- 
denes.' ^Now the OoagrsM is in the hands of Mahatma Gandhi and hit word is law 
liele. We most* orgaMse oarselvei and cany on the fight.' He exhorted them to taka 
sonnsP isdoiibls their efforts to win complete inatpendence. 

. , Mg. SMa$ Ckmndro Am paid tribute to the miiiiber of saorificesof thoosseds ot 
young smo nod women who conned |sils. Oondefflbiog the treetment of prisoners by 
the G^scqsiept, gjl Bose recounted his experiences of jails and various intMices done 
to*, tlm prisoners.. *ltiere are many hondreds of nodertTial prisoners and if we want 
to tesene them from the misery of jails we must render them sB possible help and 
I legal aid to help tnem to gain freedom. To realise this we most have an 
ioo." He appeeled for fiBaocud help and nearly a thousand mpeea was 
I on the spot. 

l U s o ln t ion s 


BeMilations were then moved from (he Chair expressing condolence at the death 
of ’PisBdH MOlihd and Msulana Mohamedali. . a 

Thb seoemd resolution oongntnlated all known and nnknown martyrs of realis* 
war, ’l^lepnr, Chittagong, and Bhagatsingh and his comrades. .... 

The thfrd condemned the policy of tbe Government in still keeping patriots ii. jarl^ 
The loarth demanded the immediate release of all political prisoners, detenus mq 
undffftripls snd asked the Congress not to participate in tbe R. T. C. notil all tbs 
nmitiesK iffre relessed. . 

^Another resolution demanded tbe commutation of death sentences of Dinesb 
Gupta and bis comrades. 

&II resdlutioDa were passed unanimously. 

The next resolution crested a good deal of discussion which was moved oj 
Bwttri^’Govtodanand condemning the present system of classification of priMners in 
hdls apd demanding equal treatment for politicals and that ahonld be of a higher citm 
UhtM a gentleman. After a good deal of discussion an amendment wm aeeepiea 
asking the ^itical prisoners not to sccept any classificatioD as long as the distioc* 


Moved to Hr. Tarseband the next resolution resolved to form sn lodisp Politi^ 
pSiiooeis' Belief Committee to help tbe ttoder*trial and released prisouers wilb oiofisy 
and Isg^ M sad give succonr to tbe Ismilles of tbe victim 



The Setenth Annual Seasion of tha HinduntAni tx * i. . . . 

OomiDittM Panda! of the IndiaT K W £Sll CwL*^ ‘“k* I? JK,®*** 
lUnichi, on the 3Ut. March 1931. AmoiiS tha *** Harchindral NiK 

lal Srimati Sarojini Naidu, fiiibu Ihiv Prasad 

Bjt K. Nagwvararao, fejt. T. Praknaam Mra L. R 5**®**!*"* P*i^***» 

SbanI and ®5A Oo^ Lala^oh 

» rs a,sr A-ta 

Sfaumn.;' was lunK liy « choir of ladies of the !Joml^ Setiki dS 

S5ra'M4ra?s2*7”‘”‘ *'■ » ^S3r*:i3jjs 

Presidential Address 

•i TheHinduataui Sova Dal was formed Bc?en yeara aao in Cnranada aMil diithi* 
ita of aziatonoc, you know it hat acoiiirMi rrmarkaGte atrftnvili Tli» MlnthiMM 
of the See. Dal all oyeJ India threw 

dienee eampiii|»n and in some provincea undertook the fampaiffn ittrlf with the 

Slwthf S^a^ifmL EsjWially in Karnsltl^ llombay. Delhi and 

mnar ine^ OLva Utii gara ita best men and women ▼olnntreiii to ike ronareM ter 

Di«o!K*dicnce campniEn. Let me briefly lay tkal almoal 

2Sd^™n“,"';SfZ n' Indii Ui 3X 

^iZ failTt Ihe AouirsuShf“'“*“" 

Auxiliary Force Of CoxoaEBs 

n* Seva Dal is the principal auxiliary force of the Oonpess and it ia the doty 
01 ml people to strengthen the organisation, to eonsolidate it ’and to organise it in 
jwn provmco so that three is one strong body to carry out tbs programme of the 
congress. Unless we have got an AlMndia Congnws organisation .to carry out the 
pmram^ of the Congress as Volunteers, it will not be possible for os to build up 
wnat IS known as the real force behind the Congress. 

The Work Ahead 

We have therefore undertaken during the course of this year to organise the Dal's 
branchea in various provinces and it is ezpected that alter the inspiration that was 
givw to the nation and after the struggle that we passed through last year, vs 
^uld find material in every province to have a large organisation of the Bindustani 
Seva Dal a|l over India. . ^ 

The Indian National ('ongres.i having reiterated the goal of complete independence, 
we must push on with the work of the C'ongress that will really bring shout complete 
independence of India. The Congress has lx*en repeatedly saying that ita goal of 
independence ia really the recognition and the establishment of the sovereignty of 
uw people of India over India. 

Socialist Republic 

It IS eertain that this Swaraj or independence or Puma Swaraj, or call it H 
whatever name yon please, must be Swaraj bv the masses ; snd for thst purpose tas 
So^a Mandal volunteers will have to go to the villages to orgsnise the .*'J**J^ 
ws may nltimately achieve the Socialist RepubKo of India in tune with the re si w 
tnjworld in reidtsation of modern political iiffsls. So there is 
^Bfore ns in the year to come and t^c volonteers that have 
JR the straggle for freedom during the course of the lut year, will J S 

fake to organise branches ail over India in every prov^ince, *“ *" 

w every village. The idea has been embodied in a resolution ' 

atari § dtigeo army and this work will be andsftak*® throughout tbs eouo«7- 


[XllAOBl 


aSB THE HIKDUSTAHl SEVA DAL 

DncspLurs— Tn Kibd of tbb Nahov 
Kfit, I tbcNild mj tlifti tbe noit importanl tbinir for the notion ft tbnmFh diieipline. 
Without dieeipline we mnnot ecbiefe tlw independenoe of the Nation ; and diieiplma 
MB onlj be maloed bj ejetematie tfaining. 

Fbacbtul BnUTAKCS 

We befo eh oee n tbe fNitb of peaeefni reeiPtanee. Tbe Congren hein/r the mother 
iW|mn» and the ererd of tbe C^grett hating been adopted bv the Hindoatani Sera 
Del we mnet detibemrelf eontinncSto adopt the path of oiril leaiatanoe wbenerer the 
•imjnHe ariaef. AYthoDfdi we bare been giren training in phyaical cnltnnv in lathi 
and in other pbyaieal eimiaea, it moat be dtatinrtly remembered that we are all 
plediMl to prarefnl atmggle and aelf-raffering and we have left off the path of 
letallition agalnat anned forre. So let na know onee for all onr own duty in the 
matter. The Hindoatani Seva Dal rolntiteera, if they conaolidate tbnt and organise 
Ihranfdiont India in tbonaanda, they witl themaelrea be able to can^ on civil reaia- 
lanee in the eoniitry ; and when onee the maaaea of the country riae in a body and 
aaaert themaelvea. thera ia no power on earth that ran atand tbe force of the orgi- 
niaation. 1 am qnite aure that we wilt be able to acbiere Swaraj by Buffering, eacri- 
flre and hf maaa organisation and civil revolt. Now that the ('ongreaa has snapen- 
ded cifil oiaobedienee and has chosen the path of negotiation, it ia np to the Bin- 
doetani Sera Dal to carry out and orgaoiae the programme of tbe Congreas in the 
eoaotry**. 

R eae lut fona 


The followiBg an fome of the leiolntioBa paaaed 

*^le Conferenee placet on reeord tfa admiration for the high patriotism and 
poble aoertifee made by Sardar Bhagataingh. Eaknru and Sukhdev in the caose of 
tbe Iteedom of the country and the courage with which they met their death at the 
haadi of the Cktrernment 

(b) Thia Gonfrrenee farther raeorda its condemnation of the 'execution by the 
Gorernment of Dbana Shetty, Kurban HuMain, Sarda aod Shinde of Sbolanur in- 
of tbe unireraal proteat of the country that they were innocent and offen its 
eoado l enefa to Iheir berearrd families. 

Tbif Onaienooe ampreriatea the great aerrieea rendered by women in tbe recent 
ffgfat dor freedom and mol ret that for iurther effective work, the All India Volun- 
teer Board It direetod lo take immediate steps to start women volunteer organiaa- 
tiona tbrooghont the country ; and to render facilities lor their proper and nec^ 
aaary training in order to carry on the Congress programme by fornring women's 
eoaaaBittem w he r e ver neeeesary. These committees shall work under the guidance 
of the AS India VcHiiiteer Bcmrd. 

In view of Ike w ece a ei t y lor amlnilanee work on various occasiona connected 
with the acfKpkiea of the Orngrosa. thia Conference resolves that the All India Vo- 
lunteer Board do take atc|is to carry out a eebeme for oiganiaing an ambulance 
aoepii aw aaify datiir 

with • vi^ to meet the sncrcaaing demand lor •officers and organlaere of the 
Dal. thia Ornifereneo ealla epon the Ali-lodia Board to take atepa to atari an Offi- 
eera* lirahiiiw Oerpa at an early date. 

This Oonmnee ia of einnivio that the eeremony of hoisting tbe National Flag on 
the let. Sunday of every aeoath should be Innher popnlariecd. and caHa upon ail 
hmnehea of the Dal to intensify tbe wotk in this direction by propaganda and by 
amiBging lor the above ceremonies being held in aa many placet at postible in toe 
country. 

To commemorate the bold stand and vnciificei made by men and women of India 
Ip defence of the National Flag, na the National Flag Day and requests the people 
el Ike ooiMilry to edebrate the same by— 

fn^ BoMnar and aalvting the Flag at 8 a. m. at all placet ; . . 

<b) Ananging proeeaaiomi in tbe afternoon and holding miblie meetings m 
ewviifiiB. Tbe aignilieanee and the meaning ei tbe National Flag sboold be expiaioea 
to the peoile at the ametinga. . 

nmWbtdttv callB npon all the Provinciai Boards to maintain a 
bend of MMimed vohniteen to be ready lor eervieo under emergent 
•Pd legMCie Ike Frovincinl Ooagme Oommittcea on the wiona Dal Boards aod tm 


IHE VATtOVAL LIBERAL FEDEBATfON an 

anihoriaet the Secretory Gksoeril to iiette 

Tbto Confmce rMtieeto the Workififc Committee of the Indian National ChamM 
Ip M|e n enbaiantial contnbnuon tn the funds of tho HiodnatoDi Seva Daltor^ 
Iho npidly incfeaslng noeda of the Dal ^ ^ 


Tin Natiosal Liberal FederatioD 


The fotlovlng la the text of the resolntions pa 
Liberal Federation of India at thHr mfetine held 
Fort, Bombay on the i9th. April 1931 


aaed by the Council of the National 
at Canada Building, Hornby Road, 


Lord Irwir 

^ The C^neil of the National Liberal F<*deration of India rpcorila its high appro- 
gatwni of the Binial ^vim rendered hy LonI Irwin as Viceroy to India and the 
5"*P**? wia^ him and I^y Irwin eontinufd prosperity and happiness. Ihe 
Oonncil IS mnfident that in the succeeding stegea of the Round Table Conference 
Md in the British Parliament I/trd Irwin will exert his preit influence in the fur- 
tbemnee of the Indian national aspiration for Domini >o Status and Sclf-Govcrnneni. 


Lord Wilukgdok 

The Council of the National Liberal Federation of India aeeorda a eordial and 
rwpeetfal welcome to India's old friends. Lord and Lndy Willingdon and earnestly 
henea that His Excellency’s tenure of the Viccroyalty will be rendered memor- 
able by India's achievement of Dominion Stolun uricl the inauguration of the lyatem 
of responsible government. 

Bound Table Conference and Ibwin-Oandhi Aobbembnt 
The Conncil of the National Libera! Federntion of India records its aenae of 
latiafaction at the snooesa so far achieved by the Round Table ConfiTcnoe and, In 
particular, at the Declaration made by the Prime Minister on Inihalf of His Maieity'a 
Oovemment 'that the responsibility for the Goverument of India should be plam 
upon Legislatures, Central and Provincial.* 

The Council is further gratified by the Irwin-Gandhi settlement which tcrmtoatpl 
5 p^iod of unprecedented trouble in India and trusts that representativea of the 
Indian National Oongreas will take part in the future deliberations of the Round 
Table Conference. 


Resumption op CoNrERENCE Work 

The Council of the National Lilteral Federation invites the attention of the Prime 
Minister, the Secretary of State for India and the new VTiceroy and the 
Oeiiefat to the unanimous d«cii»ion of th*? Conference 'that arrangeme nts anoiiid pe 
**■ Poraue without intorriiption the work upon which it has been engaaed. 
•nd nrgea the necessity of such resumption without any more delav. 


Protest against Secretaby of State’s Statement 

Tpie Council of the National Liberal Federation rcunjfs that while theRound 
Xable Conference only 'received and noted’ the nporis of the siib-coinmiit^ and 
then recorded notes attachod to them and waa not asked to take any tension on ^fm 
although the report of the Federal Sirnciure Gub-Commiitee 
M ^t My agreement arrived at was 'proviaional and that 
gob-^mmittee res<Tvcs to himself the right of modifying his 
baa oiisoe been made in PSrliameot on behalf of His Majesty’s Oovernmeot, that there 



300 THE NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION [ boicbit 

etn be ^no ebatfroeDi’ of *rMervAtioo« and tafet^aardd*. The Otrancil mnit tiron^Ty 
nree tbif all the concliiiione of the Sub-Oommittee§ of the Oonference must, at it wu 
declared that they would* be treated at beiuK opeu to further diteuttion, recootidera* 
tioa and aettlemcnt. 

Bdbua 

The Council of the National Liberal Federation it c*ouiitraiiied to eiprctt itg reftret 
and aurprite at the atarement by the Secretary of State for India in the Houte of 
Oommont that Hit Majotty*! Oorrrnment have already decided upon the separatioa 
of Burma while the proncMinga of the Round Table Confenmee clearly thow that 
■ueh eeparatiou it still an o|x*h queatiou. 

The Army 

White the Council accepts the noi^aity of a period of tratisttion during which 
the complete rcsponsihility for the adiiiiiiistrauon of the subject of Defence would not 
be placed in the hands of a Government responsible to the Legislature, it is Ptrongiy 
of opinion that the Government of India should have power to accelerate the India- 
nisaiion of the Army so as to replace the present British army by a Domininn army 
and that the Lf'gislature should have full power of discussion of the Army Intimate 
and the right to vote when supplies in excess of the non-votahle grant fixed from 
time to time by a Committee representative of experts and the legislature arc asked 
for. 

Financial Safeguards 

Tho Council cannot agree to any financial safeguards cartailing the control of tho 
Indian Legislature and tlio Government over Currency and Exchange operation or 
as to any other matters except external loans in which case provisions similar tn 
those contained in other Dominion Constitutions may be embodied in the Indian Cons- 
titution. 

Tbanbitory Fbbiod 

The Council feels very strongly that all constitutional pnjvisions as to safegnardci 
and transitional arrangements should l>c couf»h»<l with provisions ensuring the ter- 
mination of each one of ‘tht m in the shortest ixHsihle period so as to lead to th< 
early realisation of full responsible government. 

Federation 

The Council of the National IJi»-raI Fedcrittion Uoiiies the »uptK)rt givin b> 
the Indian princes to ihi? id<'a of ‘Federation* and it expresses the earnest hope that 
proposals rqiiimblo to both the proviiic' s and the States will be agreed to at th»’ 
next session of fh'^ Conference in rfMpi-et of the quantum and the method of repre- 
sentation in lx)th houHo^ of th.; t'*»d'TaI hgislatim* and the responsibility of the 
ral executive of the federal legislature. 

The Com.m(;xai. Fkobi em 

‘The Council of the Naiiotiil Libcnl F«<Iemtion rogreta that until now it has 
b*?en found possible by the communities <• >n ’<‘riii;d to reich a settlement by ennsonj 
of what ia known as ihe communal qip’snon. The Council makes an earnest 
to them to approach the consideration of the problem _f>[om the standpoint of mr 
DtHonal interests of India as a whole and to arrive at decisions which will promoft- 
national unity while ad«quately protecting fh<* interests of minorities. It app'sl* 

•11 communities to accept joint electorates with such legitimate reservations sna 
weightage as will be conducive to pence and harmony against the community'-* 
foocerh^. 



THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
Fc^ntioi of ludiafl Cbooibors of Comeitt 


Hfthntma Gandhi opened in the old Aasembij Ohambcr, D.*lhi on the 7th AvrU 
1931 Ihe fourth annual iDet^ting of the Federation of the Indian Chamhert of Com. 
mcrce and Industry, rho hall and the trailer ies were full with a dt«tinKnished sal her* 
ing. Amoiis the visitors were Sir George Schuster. 8ir R N. Mitra, Sir Ibrahim 
Rfihimtoolah, Sir Wilb<^rforce Barkfr. Sir Frank Noyce, Mr. WAikihmul Kr 
Vijiarairhavachariar, Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, Pandit Jawaharial Nehru and Pandit 
Malavlya. 

Inviting Oandhiji to open the Federation Lala Shriram, President paid a warm 
tribiiro to Lord Irwin and Oandhiji for the G indhi-Irwin scttlem<‘nt and requested 
flis Excellency to continue to iihp his gooti ofhi-es toward.i the coiisnlidation of the 
ptwee arrived at by securing for India a place of honour and respect in the Com- 
monwealth of the British Empire. He also assured Oandhiji that the romroereiat 
community had atood by the just cause which Oandhiji had so carneHtly espnas^, 
and were in no way behind any other community in India in seeking the substance 
of Swaraj for this country so that, in all domestic affairs. Indians might he m ttert 
in their o^^n house. But given the substance of frcidom, ihe Indisn delegation lo 
the fiondoa Conference, the speaker urged, should not be a stickliT for forms. 

Federation and the R. T. C. 

Reviewing the work of the year, Lala Shriram said that foiling to olitain a decla* 
ration from the Goveroment that the c^stablishment of Dominion Status with nrcesaary 
safeguards during the transitional period would be the scope and function of Ihe 
Round Table Conference, the Fe<tcratioii decided to abstain from participation in the 
l^ndon Conference. The Federation also expressed its strong feelings of dissatisfac- 
tion over India’s represimtation at the Imperial Oonfcrcnce in l^nndon. 

Lala Shriram next referred to “the catastrophic fall in the prices of our chief 
staple agricultural commodiiu>s with the result that the ptircbasmg power of the 
sgriculturiet has been reduced in a single year to an unparalleled extent." Secondly, 
Mr. Shriram said that exports had fared worse than iiniN>rtB in that rcsficrt. The 
result WAS that there was a general lack of confidence in the country and there 
were no signs whatever of any seriouji conatructive effort on the mirt of the Oovem- 
tnent lo raise the country out of what was veritably a slough of dcbpoiidency. 


Government’s Currency Policy CRiTinsEi) 

Mr. Shriram repudiated the suggestion that nnprodm tive dciits, large 
penditurc, unemployment, high tariff walla, etc , were nuponaiblc for the diffieulties. 
Much of their suffering, on the other hand, could be laid at the door of Oovern* 
meni’a currency policy. Mr. Shriram, tlierefore, iirgi-d that m the absence of any 
tangible evidence of tmi’Ctive international co-operation for atabilising the value of 
{ipld, the best policy for India would be to let exchnmre take ita own coome. Ano- 
ther major cause of depression in Indian trade, said Mr. Shriram, wt* *h<^ 
mg policy of the Government of India. “While in the world oiiiside 
«ud trade depression bad been followed by a steady fall in money . 
of interest m India has actually risen, because of the 
Government and their persistence in stabilising exchange in the sbspt Of sbarpiy 
tailing firices in the world outaide.” . ... nnhlie 

the League of Nations fiswrea, the speaker smd Iha^ 
of inV wduc^to the pre-war levd, rose only br 16. » 2 

I'hL^^ » IW4j the KTM. interest charge* redneed to '{** jj, K, 

Peritid by *1.2 centom. The h.M»y.U**tion of •"« , 2 
SS"**’* ®*Penditure, wm Mother Highringinfloence on tr.de ,el|. 

^^.P’oeection, tte .peaker pleaded that fai(^ official* ahould gif* ’ 

•««ffiea ,0 dw aatter^ thrir aidariea. 
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Allnding to the loftheominir eonetitntional ehangee, Mr. Shrirtin eriticM the 
OofemmeDt of XodU’s deepaich. He could not agree with the OofemiMiit’e fiew 
that the preecnt waa an uiifafourable moment lor the eatablwhmeat of a Reierfe 
Bank and that the preient aalariea and atlowaiicea of the All India Senrieea ahoBld 
be aecnied by atatate irreapeciife of the fall in prieea. 

Mr. Bhriram neat referred to the demand for equality of trading righta for 
Europeana under a Bwaraj Government, and aaid that they could not agree to In* 
^| Un trade and induatry b«iig denied anaiatanee and enoonragement which national 
gofemmenta accorded everywhere to their pwn industry. Mr. Shriram did not 
accept the Qovemmeni’a auggi^ation that fiscal autonomy convention would meet the 
Mtimate demand of India. He urged upon the Britiah liuainesa community, the 
ne^ for endeavouring to convert advocateii of boycott of British geoda into advo- 
eatea of preference lor Britiah over non-British products, instead in seeking atatutory 
•afiwnaras for thidr interests. 

in conclusion, the speaker urged that in any distribution of functions, between 
the Central and Provincial Qovcrnmeiita, the provinces and the Indian Sutes ahoald 
not be divided among ihcmaelvea on the question of the economic development of 
the country. 

Mahatma GaadU’a SpMcH 

Mahatma Oandhi, in opening the proceedings, said that during the War, when 
Lord Chelmsford had called them to a confercnci^ he had asked and the Viceroy had 
agr^ that he t Mahatma Gandhi), should speak in Hindi. That had occurred in this 
very cham^r and he had been reminded of that to-dsy. He had since then been 
cnMtinged to speak to Hindi. This Federation was of the Indian commercial com- 
munity, and it should be their *dharroa’ to conduct the proceedings in their mother 
tongue. No country in the world, whether free or enslaved, carried on the prooesdings 
in a foreign tongue. When the Dutch and the English fought in Boutb Africa they 
ultimately deeided on keeping both the languages in force. 

Ecropeass Urdeb Swaraj 

Gandhi next referred to the remarks of ths prestdent rq^aidiug ths 
rights of Englishmen in India. He said there could be no greater mistake than that 
Bwarai in India should mean Hindu Raj, for if it mean such Ra}, then ht (Mahatma 
Gandhi) would fight it with all hn strength. Swsruj to him meant the rule of 
iustioe wh^under Hindus, Muslims, riikhs, Parsecs and all others would remsin 
IMppy und contented. If this is true, then no Englishman should have any fear, and 
DO Englishman should ask that their rights should be properly safeguaided. 

PRESERYATIOW of IhDIAN CiVIUSATlOR 

He illustrated the position by drawing on his South Afriean experience and said : 
'When I met Qen. rimuls he said to me: **You and 1 were reading in England at 
t^ same time. I was not prejudiced at that time nor am I now. If we bad known 
other in England wc ahuuld have lived as brothers. What is there that out 
here makes us work against each other He said it was not race prejudice, thongb 
tbm were ignorant n^ple on both sides who talked of it. He said the real truth in 
saying: Asiatic and European civiliaattons arc separate. We do not want to take 
to your Eastern^ civilisation, that is why we poas all ihtwe laws.” I understood him. 
We decided that so tong as we lived in Somb Africa we should try to live according 
to their standard- und civilisation. In India the question is similar. We should con* 
sider it careiully. 1 want to tell my English friends that Eiigligb and Indian eivili* 
sutioos are wide apart The Viceroy may be a very good man, but bis way of living 
and our wny of living are different. 1 have known Indians of rich families who nftsi 
years of Western life come back to their family and immediately get back to tbar 
Indian way ol living. We. are thankful to God that our family life has not be>.*n 
uprooted. If we have to go to the West and copy them for a time^ we live tmong 
them for business, it is a different thing ; but in India we have to live and prcstfve 
our own MviUiBatiou. The same bad hero done in . Europe and the United States or 
Ameiioa. llfo Chinese have not been tolerated in England and the United Swtes ^ 
pot a ban agMaet Asistics. We do not say that our eivilisatioii is higher than 


of Euglialuiien. We feel that if they want ns to live on the bnsis of thsir 
tiou tEn^ be a « 


i gmX dash betwean tha two dvlliaatmoa,” 
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MAHATUA’S OFBNma 8PBBDH 
TtAinu Ain> Ooaaun 


OMdhi, canttoBing, wfcrwd to tha pmUant^ Maaili Ite 


Cl ibo _ 

wlilied to promote India's trade and ^ ThiT^ mnrThiTT«"^^^Sr!Lrr . 

d«nl cl amico lor the Oonmta. The OonniM wrald not anil to aonMlt £Su 
bot bn cnkl tbat the mnreantun „ ooninnnlty oonld tba OnnatMa ih^r 
BOkioc MU-M^caata thaMOM o( MSS. 'TlSSSET A 

PmmM, OMnliMlo lajaa lUike. It tan to than all :^Hiiharlon«han 

on the alMoj^ of pom paople ; nt down « 

tiio protawoT of tlw poor* 1^ £iigltaaiDaB also bccoow trot aaftaota al tlM oaaola 

2*war.r&is,":rii£s-‘'^ ■“ >.^srv«!ara 

Baftning to tba ^poinu in tba Karachi tcaolatiM. ha taM thaaa iraN aal aav. 
oeapt one or taw. Ihera cm he bo non demoeniic cQoatitntion ihM that of tha 
OOBg r aao. It it baaad on adnit auilhica. When I an aakad Am BwaiA will ha no 
on Ow baaia of adnit auftage 1 tell il^ that the Coo^ haa hoafaTon £S 
baaia for tan ym wd tlwt the a^gth oi tlw Congicaa had iacaaaaed in the aaay 
tan yean ^ it haa had adult auffram. Yon, the coamateiai aoatBnaiM, aao 
ooaia and taka ch^, of It, but poww will come not throngh tha puitt imt tha 
enpneitj lor Mcnfice in the enuie of the poor." 

Mtbntnn Gandhi acain rderred to the position of EnRilshmen in foMro Hf 
said "U tbera is real »wara], pemns like Mr. Andrews ean alwsfs cosm. 1 
would like to point ont that Sir william Wedderbnrn, Hums and Annie Rissnt 
wen English. Why, ^en the Congress itself took hirth in lbs brsln of no 
Engfishman. We want Englishmen to come into the Congress and render ssrvlsc 
to the poor. Let me also sute that our nationalism is not sneh that any fees msy 
be afraid of it. We do not want to exploit other nations sod we do not wisb to 
allow ochen to exploit na I want 8hadh dwarai, which will be to the good ol 
ra]ai, merchante, peaaanta and Englishmen, all alika That it whsn 1 Indieated 
that it oonld lead to world brotherhood. But if yon, the eommerriaJ elaesss. mahs 
Innher sacrifleeB, yon will give snob airength to the oonntry gthat lit aoveoMBl lor 
Bwar^ will become irresietible." 

Jfr. G. D. Birta, in thanking Mahatma Gandhi, asanred him that the eouioNiolal 
clssssi bad grenc fnith in Mahatma Gandhi and would render every poasluls 
•ssistnr.ee to the enuse of Swsrsi. But as regards the oommereial elasasa coming 
into the Oongieaa he laid there wsa always some misaoderstandiog eraaied by the 
word "capitaliat’’, and in order not to create luub misuodeiataiidibic the MSSOMWeim 
daises wonld like to render help from outside rather than from within. Mr. Birm 
next fsplicd to Mahatma Oandhi'a remarks thst business shonld be ran wltbonl 
greed, nnd add that though greed wae inevitable, busiueasmen had shown tbat tbif 


were ever ready to aaciifice for the sake of the country and had done eo. „ . . 

la eonclnsfont Mr. Birin aaid i "They were grateful to Mahatma Oandhi te 
opening their proceedings nnd would follow hit lead. Mr. ^a add that ^ 
l^ing was ongiudly to be done by Sir Pursbouamdas but as tiahatma Gan dbi^bad 
sajdnsd on them to apeak in Hindi eo he (Mr. Birla) had bsen to 
tte teak. Mr, Birla thra presented to ilshatraa Qsndhi, n khedi>bonnd 
the enrrenej and exchange policy of the Government whieb baa bsto pffspuna 
vndic Uw noapioea of Um Federation. 

Pr oeee dini s nnd Reie l wl l e n e 

. Xho hnsiiNia sesdon of the Federation eommeneed in t^ 

M Idn Bbfi Bnm who wne 111, Mr. Q. D. Birla prcaided. 

Fagt-i-Hiiasda nnd Sir Frank Noyce attended the session by invitation. 

Abvoxkal Depxxssiox 

Mr, WMkamd Biraekamd moved the following resolution ^ w 

^ "This Fsdsntion wiews with slsrin the dmoemd depremhm 2 


the Gfovsrnmsnt • setipn to »iu;fl®F 
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''The Federation sugmts for the acceptance of the Ooverunient of India a subs- 
tantial reduction in toe railway freight on produce whidi would also 

result in stimulating a greater volume of trade. 

'The Federation expresses gratification at the recent im)K)Rit.ioD of an import duty 
on wheat, even though it is a very tardy step in that direction, bearing in mind that 
the price of wheat in market centres upeountry had declined to under the cost of 
cultivation about a year back. 

"The Federation suggests a similar itn])ort duty on. or prohibition of, the import 
of rice from foreign countries. 

"inio Federation further urges upon the Govern mout of India the necessity of 
revising the land revenue policy with a view to adord adcqiiato relief to the agricul- 
turalists in the case of such an unprecedented slump in the prices.*’ 

The mover said that there was a severe depn ssioii all over. The general level of 
prices of agricultural produce was nearly 5() centum higher during the current year. 
But the prices actually realised by the cultivator at the firms were still lower be- 
cause most of the standing charges, su^.h as railway frieght etc., were the same. 
Mr. Walchand held that even if the agricMiItiirists all over the world were sufTcring 
from trading depression, it was no argument for refusing relief to the. Indian far- 
mers, whose poverty and lack of staying power were too well-known to need 
emphasis. The speaker regretted that the Government, except in the case of wheat and 
some other minor instances, had remained apathetic and iiidiflercnt towards the 
entire question of relief to the agricultural interests. When the question of indus- 
trial advancement was under consideration, they wci‘e toid that India was an agri- 
cultural country and must concentrate on agricultural development. But in the 
present case, when the agricultural industry was lieing bard hit by foreign compe- 
tition and world depression, the Oovernment did not see their way to safeguard the 
agricultural interests. The establishment of the rcsctirch council tor agriculture was 
even more tardy and inadequate than the establishment of the Dujferin for promot- 
ing the mercantile marine. 

The most important method of relief, said ihc speaker, was reduction in the 
railway freight to the extent of 50 centum, the loss of which the Government could 
meet by im^sing a higher rate of freight on foreign imports such as luxuries. The 
speaker suggests that the Government could :tsk the Federation to appoint a 
committee to assist them for meeting this deficit. 

ITf# Nalini Ranjan Sarlar dwelt on the disorganised state of the Indian 
cultivator and the apathy of the Government towards them. He bitterly complained 
that alt appeals to the Government to introduce a jute rcsiriction scheme had rane 
unheeded. He suggested the creation of a marketing board for agricultural produce. 

Mr, Ramdaa Panlulu mainly criticised the land revenue policy of the Government 
and said that two bills on the subject were turned down by the Government of 
India. He complained of inelasticity in the system of assessment and said that 
unless the Government and the railway’s policy was changed there was no chance 
for the development of side industries to aj^ricuiture. 

Mr, K, h, Gauha felt that merely reducing freights on wheat to Karachi had 
complicated matters for the fiour mills. Alter a six months’ agitation, the Govern- 
ment had imposed an import duty on wheat but had exempted contracts in that 
oommodity. Who knew how many thousands of tons had been pledged in bogus 
contracts 1 Ho wanted the Government to realise that the prosperity of the country 
depended on the welfare of the agricultural classes. 

Mr, RatUal Oawlhi pointed out that the Central Cotton Committee had 
out a case that the cultivation of cotton bad become an uneconomic proposition. The 
speaker held that it was true of other agricultural produce. 

Mr, B, K, Karo»pia held that the maiu cause oi the fall in the prices in India 
was a hdl in the pnees of silver. He, however, warned the Government that the 
ruination of the Indian agriculturist would be the ruination of the west also, as the 
latter would loose their best customer. 

Mr, Kiahan Praaad pointed out a case where due to the fall in the prices, people 
were bnnueg cotton seed instead of wood* 

Sir (horga Raing, dealing mainly with the <|uestton of freights and the protec- 
tive volioy of the Government, referred to the case of jute. Jute was mMtiy 
oarriea by river navigation and would be unaffected by reduction in the 
fretgbta. Further, unlike other agriculturpl commodities, foreign competition oia 
not aflbot that article. The troitble was the absence of demand in spite of the low 
priecf. 
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B«Ktrdinft the to* levy a prohibitive import duty ou rice. Sir iTeorsc 

Rainy taid that duties were levied to increase the scope of the market. So Iomm 
a oertaiQ ^mmodity wia reaching the world market at parity with the world pri” 
thero would be no use in Imposing a duty.^ This was true oi rice. 

Dealing with the question of reduction in railway freights on agricultural produee 
other than jut& Sir George Rainy said that the Government’s policy was deteir^^ 
by the consideration as to whether any reduction would stimulate the movement 
of a articular commodity. He held that rediiotion in the railway freight would 
open foreign mykets for wheat on account of the world price's. He regretted it hsd 
not been possible to reduce the freight on cocton, but I lie g overnment now contem- 
plated to set up a small eommittee to invciiigatc the (im^iton of intermediary char- 
ges on cotton as compared to such charges in other countries niid cxpeiacd to be in 
a position to have definite views ou the subject by August next. Uftly, Sir George 
sa^ that at the present moment the question of reduction in freight could not i5e 

the 
Contra! 

c rci'oro- 

moiidation of the .Joint rarliamcntary OominitUie had inen enacted. The two bills 
referred to by Mr. PanMilu siooJ on u ditlWvni level n<( they sought to fix the 
commutation of prices. This could not be done thraugli legislation, specially when 
there were interested parties in the I'^gislaiun*. He gave tigurts to show how much 
land revenue had iKMm suspoudod or remitted in Diithi. the Punjab, the N. W. K. P.. 
the Central Pfovinc s. lUo rnite l Provinces, .ind llombay. The local Governments 
were fully alive to the need of the hour and had taken all inri'ssary notion in orddr 
to give relief to the cultivator. 

The resolution waa unanimously adopted. 

I Xf-r UA xc'ii Li:< v i n »> 

Mr, RamJtaKira bji* iiciii moved: •*Tbo Federation legtein ibe aUeuet ol any 
ettbrt on the part of the Governmciu of India to intvodneo insurance Icgmlatiou on 
the lines of the recommendation of the Ft^luration made at its last annual smsion 
and emphasised upon the Government the necessity of indertakiiig such legislation 
at an early date.'* . . , ^ • 

Mr. Iyer complained of the ralo-ciUtiiig competiiion liy foreign companies 
urged for a restriction to be placeil on foreign insurance coiniiaiiici* in India on 
lines of foreign couutries. 

Mr. Nalini llanjan Sarkar sui»pavivAl lh.J rcsoluiion. 

Sir George Rainy, replying, said that there werciconsiaui ooiuplaiuis ol raU-tuUiug 
all over the world, out lie ha<i not come across any iiisUnccs of unfair compeliiioii 
in which the Indian companies were badly hit. He asked the House to bring o 
hie notice when such iustancos oecurix**] , 

Io«regard to the appe.il lor an auieudni'int of Uu: Insia’ante Aei. . u '*** 
Rainy said that the whole question of discriimimiory legislation w^ Uiore ih, 
Jtound Table Conference and unless a decision was t.iken S 

Government could not undertake any such ^ 

atmosphere in the country was such that the (.ov. rnim ni '-ouM not undutakc tn> 
legislation which could have roused racial coiurovorsies. 

The resolution was adopted. 

<’KX.'-rilK UF OLD EXKi UllVi 

The meeting was adjourni'd til! the next day, but elet^ioiT^of 

an adjournment of the llonso in Under to homm Mr. 

a new executive the old executive had ij’dwiccl .. ir I ‘^Xioirjites to the Round Table 

G. D. Birla and Mr. Jamal Mibomcd J?ahi1> to Iw then delegates to me iwunu 

diSiuasio.. look place in c«,«cm,but it m^cr«tno<l onl, oIh...' 
in favour of the adjournment motion wmeh was rejtkica. 

iiKCOSD APRIL TJU 

a . . t I- I . .. w.- U A aoved the followiox 

At to-days sitting ui tne. kedcration Mf- 

Fedemion call* upon the novcrnmeui ot luJi* 


and 
on the 



aw 
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the dmtanumt of IndUii ladnstrias in areaeral. It rearrets tli« int'stioii of 
Iht Oofur n i a gnt of iudio in (ritrinn nlieC to the eh«mieal indnttry and in danlinc 
nMl tho nport of Ibe Tariff Board aabmitted on tiia ^nwtion at iar back as 
Jnly IM. It drawa the attention of the Goremment to the urgent neoeMity of 
tnkiog otepe to (t) make India eelfoflapportinK in the matter of ealt anpplj, (2) 
■eenee aoemitanee w the Swedieh Hatch Oompany of eertiun reoommendatione made 
hjf tim Tariff BoaidT in riew of its unfair aetirities, aneh aa rate war with the end of 
industry, and (3) give effect to the recommendations of the 

With a view to give adequate protection to the Indian tanning indastry. the 
Fedintion urges npon the Government of India to set up immediately an inquiry 
through the Tariff Board to examine the ease of the indastrv and. pending the 
leport of the Tariff Board, to levy a duty to give it the immed ate relief which it 


The Federation dcMqily legrHa the apathetic and indittereni attitude taken up 
by the Qovemmeot of India after the failure of the shipping conference oonvenea 
hy the Vleeroy lest year regarding the development of a national mercantile marine 
wnd: prevails noon the Government of India the urgency of taking immediate stepe 
lor ^ developaient and protection thereof.*' 

Mr. Meeter eaid that Karachi alone would supply the bulk of Indian demand in 
•il^ if it was given pepper faeilittea. What they reqnired in Kara«*hi waa a channel 
to jialfir the aalt prodiicing area to the eeaat the modest cost of a lakh and a half. He 
eonM not nnder^nd why the Indian Government was so apathetic when the Iralisn 
Government bad eonstmcM aalt worka on the Red eea at a cost of £ 40.000.OCX) to 
qsp tu re the Indiim. market. H<e claimed that India could support suffi'^ient salt not 
only for ttm whole of Indin but also for neighbouring oountrios and urged more 
Wsotive methods of encouraging the production of salt. 


With regard to hides and skins the spesker said that the whole world looked to 
Xbdin far 5t per cent, of the total supply aad,. therefore, India was in a position to 
dieNtg her own tsrms. 

Mr. Mister then referred to the history of Mr. Hsfi's Coaatal Reservstion Bill 
and said that aH along Indians were given aaeuraitccs thsi their nationsl mercantile 
marina would he developed, but nothing tangible had been done so far. Mow tha 
Chvarnment told them that the whole question of discriminatory legislation was 
belors the Eooud Table Gbnferenoe snd. untcaa a deciaion wjis taken one way or the 
orimr, they could not move in the nntier. If the Government could not reach a 
•crtleinent with the European community on the question, they could at least with- 
held contracts from them nnlesa the foreign companies gave Indiana fscilities for 
ivainHig and manning ships. Ronod Table Cmference or no Round Thbte Conference, 
spa svant national promotion for the Indian mercantile marine which we sraiit to bo 


manned and mn t^ the sons of tho soil 

ilqtia fftr DayaJtiahaa JSdul mainly dealt with the question of protection to the 
maleh indusliy. The speaker held that free trade was niiauitabte to Indian conditions 
but even when protection wsa granted to certain industries, foreigners captured 
•neh iudostriea to the detriment of Indians. The apeaker could not understand 
how equality of trading rights could be given to countries where Indians did not 
enjoy even the right of citisenship The Indian matdi industry was being ruined 
tOHday bf the monopoly of a Swedish syndteate. 

Ife. J s o Bo ai n h h ai Lalji congratulating tbe Governnsent on whatever action they 
had taken to protect the Indinn salt industry, said that 54 per cent of the foreign 
ealt eupply had passed over to non-Britlsh foreign bands within the last ten years. In 
fUfird to ehamieals. the apenker snid that in England and elsewhere the cbemictf 
muitiy wan subsidised by the Government, while In India the Government throngb 
thrfr Inaativity helped non-British foreigners to get strong at the cost of India m 
Oldw lo ight the Emplrs. Alluding to hides and skins, Mr. Lalji said that during ^ 
war when the Government were in need of Indian leather, they had appointed a 
e p eekd ottoer to assist the industry. But tbe moment the war was over, the indastry 
waa allowad lo drill to ruination. 

Jfe. JMammed bmaiU supporting the resolution, said the leather indastry gam 
emptoai snt to about three million Indians, but the ehanoes were that it would bs 
rained aalsm imiaediate asaisUnee waa granted. 

Rife ffeorye Relief, speaking on behalf of the Government, regarded it an aaornsj; 
that a aon-fadhui wonld be in charge of the Indian commarce department. W 
wia eenvlaeed thal the toe had eone wmi the dMtomeot abould be beaded ovff 
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{5 Sj 1 SS!t!Slte^ 2 ?"| ^ f SSTBirfllS 

5 * *iffi^j*?i.**'?»****®*®** •>* "Miiwd Um Hoaw that thcM wm im liDMlar 

ssfrf ffii taS5ss"fa3idi»i'‘^i'Ss ^“?2r?4ir?ta iSwtr iS?*® 

22 *‘ 2 dlSK 2 ;jl‘^'‘rai 

J**® ®****®y P yy* tMir intentions to meet the wiihee of Hie MOPie 
^ cipcTteH in rpfi:eivf to other indutlriet.^ P^PW 

1*^-1 ^* ?*-*^ ^ 1 ••*** the whole qurelioo wee 

now bmio the deptrUnent of Industries end Lsliour. Sir J, Bboie elieedv eelled 
n qqpfewy ^ geprewyntstiveH of the mstcb industnr end he expeetcd lo 

Mod ^ Bwcdl^fadyiy. nyrcsentyivcs at gimls to place^ their esso heSro the 
Goeermnent When (SwC hed been done the Government would be in s position to 
take tile ncemnrj ndioa. The Govern roent hed sireedy jcot the report of the 
AreetoE^l^eiipr^ ^ eoamorcial inteliiimenee to ihQfw that there wiis lor the* p r esent 
a into war in India* ^ 

^ MM emM C» mU in tmi^ to bide and vkint. The (iovernmnit wen aliit 
awaittna the reporla of the local Govetnaieats, without which ihi^y could not pro* 
eec^ He,, however, watncd the house that export duties were a complicated soaiir 
and someliiBea dkL not operate tn the manner dmired. There wse steo a danprr oi 
fetaliatioa by orhet countries. In the tnetnwhile he iskcd the tanninK InduiUry 
represenlativea to fomish him with fifcares to show the benefit the United Siatts 
CDpijed in neutral markets by import dwty. 

ia regard to mereantile marine. 6 ir Ocoitko Bainy said ha still held that the 
matter eowd be settled by mutnal agreement between the two taimmuaiiico which 
meant en oc es a ion b^ both sidesw It wonid. bowcTer. be regrettable if the matter 
waa deeidad oeherwrae. He held that the mw to ihn creation oi an Iitdian mereaotila 
manna wonid be ciMed by a Bound Table Conference under the anspicca of the 
Govemmeol of Xiioia. T look forward and bone that it will be so crasiM/ 

BcptyiBMi to a queatiro by Mr. Buaanmbhai Lalji, Sir George Rainy aaid that the 
eonimeiuiar agreement at the Round Table Conference would be between ladiaoa and 
the Britiab peopio Foreignars did not come into the piotnre at all. 

Furtlnr eooaidoration of the reaolutioD waa at thia atage siiionrncd. 


Finasce and Cukrency 


the financial and cotrrvocy 
the purebaaing power 
the Gorernaient, 


riffinsii UMV asaiusaavam 

(1> reducing the ] 
oebtor tncliiding i 


Sir PurwhoHamdaa Tkahtrdaa next moved 
**(oI The FedcratioD viewa with great apprebenaion 
policy of the Government which had the eft’Tt of Hi 
of the people, (M inercaaing the liability of every - 

(3) creating nrti^ial atringency at oven nnnainral pcri^a during the laai w fiwj 
in dto money market and iinderminiitg the credit of the Govern meat both hmaja 
aud abroad, and (4) frittering away the gold rcaourcea in the 
Uuraatena in the near future the oouverability of the curreiKy of 

•Hfi) Tbc Federation ia of opinion that unlcaa J" ^ ^ 

mate di^ fvtwcbiiiCTt in eve^ djjonmeiii of fi^ 

cantnl and provincial Ooi 
poliew of the Government 


iient in every acpanmwi* w u»viwy». — - ---- 

OovernnMntt, (2) Kf"***''? *® ***"*"t.*to w'Sda^.tu^JrSto 
ent ia • niMiner c«!cul»i«ii to I»wim)to to jpeoaown^ « *“ 

eraairy aiKl (9) to atop foiiber jfltwto at nMiDMininK th e woe oltta^PJ* 
pance^ tte altnntioB eaunot but develop moat alarmingly, cauaing Irreparawa 


tha aeoBomlr atructnre of the country. 


. “(e) The Federation repeata iia to lhe*micqul- 

ita warainga dnring the laat few yeara a muEed at tha 

vocally espieaa^ rcaponaible Indiao ^nion ^ traaefer of 

Gpvmmeiit’a datermin^ peraiatence in lhat policy on tha eve of uw 


mnea and dmmeroa to popniar c ontrol .” sneach of tha 

^ Wr Pufoheitnmdna Ttekuidaa refmmd to tte tWr ^rwoey in 

Mrmbar nud anid that tte people of India had abapiote niin m ^ 

m MMHmt of nefwitoom for to* tlw »«•« ..8o 

*nU ite to the oeeMta.Mid »l yuM to »w toj>w,.g "£74.yS. wnmt$ poHw 
to Ktoio Utoh ooiiM ww.. ioUMM « 
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the country at heart. It is we. the oommercial daaeei, who have a reai stake in 
the country. The Finance Member should not lake us as mere politicians. If we 
take to politics, it is only when we are convinced that the eoonomic hibric of the 
country was being woven other than Indian interests.” 

The speaker wanted the Finance Member to take the people into his eonfidenee 
and thereby share his burden with the people of India. The committee of the Fede- 
ration could assist the Qovernment on matters financial. The Government should 
not feel shy of this, as there were other matters equally important for discussion 
than a reversion of the ratio to Ifi pence. Referring to the retrenchment committee, 
the speaker said the days of cutting down a little here and little there had gone. 
What they wanted was retrenchment or ororcs in public expenditure. 

Mr. D, P. Khaitan said that for the last ten years it was not exchange which 
had lived for the country, but the country which had lived for the cxdiange. India 
had been mortgaged in order to maintain the 18 pence ratio in the interests of the 
City of London. Tpday, the people who had frittered away the gold resources of 
India, depicted the currency reserve and floated loans at ruinous rates of interest, 
claimed that in order to keep India’s credit unimpaired, the financial oontrol should 
not be transferred to the people of India. Mr. Khaitan said that India had no confi- 
dence in the way the Indian currency and finance had been managed in the past. 

Seth Rasturbhai Lalhhai said that the currency policy had lowered the purchas- 
ing powers of the people and in spite of the 50 per cent reduction in the imports 
of foreign piccegoods, the Indian mills found it very dilficult to clear their stocks. 

Mr. B. 8. Dahke held that the contraction of currency had lowered the purchas- 
ing power of the masses and urged that gold bullion or gold seciiritit^ should be 
kept in the currency reserves in order to guarantee couvertibility. 

Mr, B* R. Shiva said that every year the cufx^ucy quoatiou was discussed in 
as strong terms as possible and every time it was opposed by the Government 
equally vehemently. Thd question, he said, had penetrated deep into the root of 
the economic condition of India affecting the eaUivators. He remarked that Mahat- 
ma Gandhi had included the problem in his eleveL points and the Federation should 
be grateful that the National Congress had taken up the c4iuso of the mercaDtilc 
community. He suggested to the executive committee to give it a practical shape 
by seeing that the exporting firms and produce sellers and buainess did with all 
foreign countries except England. Mr. Bhiva concluded by saying that unless the 
Government showed a change of heart the vital question could never be solved. 

Mr. Begraj Gupta who spoke next stated that the gold reserve which was only 
55 crores now n’oold not have been so poor if the Is. 4d. ratio had been maintained 
and now it had been grown very difficult even if the ratio were lower than Is. 4d. ^ 

Mr. JRaJendra Rant Naraia who spoke next showed how ruinous the Is. fid. 
ratio was. Ho warned the Government of the growing national spirit of Indians 
who were getting prepared to take up the cballeoge. 

Sir Oe^irge Schuster, in defending the Government's currency and exchange 
policy, spoke for over an hour and expressed amazement at the change of the Indian 
oommercial opinion on the subject oi exchange. They were now aovocating not an 
alternative ratio but that the exchange rate be left to drift, while every Indian 
oommercial body in submitting its case before the last Currency Commission had 
laid abaolntc emphasis on the need for stability and for a fool-proof and knave-proof 
machinery to control the credit and currency. This change of attitude was against 
the best interests of India. He admitted that in theory there was a great deal to be 
said for letting the exchange drift because India valued her internal trade mon 
than internal trade. But he warned them that nothing but chaos like .that in 
China would follow any attempt to juggle with exchange as proposed in their 
resolution. 

He asked them to take a lesson from the fact that Indian securities began to 
depreciate from November 1929, from which date apparently the outside worla 
begnii to feel that a big change was coming over Indian uncertaiot y. was worseow 

by the civil disobedience movement and until the coustitutional question was setUeu 
it would not be removed. . 

He appealed to the Indian commercial leaders to do nothing to create doubts ana 
laek of oonfideoce during the period of transition till the new govanment was 
establislied. Eto quoted figure to show that against a fall of 96 per cent, in 
wholesale prices, Uie contraction of currency in India had been 18 per cent, ana 
iitkt was less than in western countries and in Japan. 

The way to get over ahnormal circanutanoes was not to iuggie with eormoy 
sud ♦.•y tn nmmnte ihc istcrssts cf CSC clssB at the expense o2 ai» 



8 APL. 31’ 1 proceedings A RESOLUTIONS SMI 

sfti'vsaia"! 

a^, must be carried out thorouKhly, He conXlri* 1)o^ aTn. to iSiS 

IJ f kinjc 5. to do eomethin* tve knoTto to wrJS,.^ 

Sir PUr$hottamdas Thah^daa, replying to ^ir George Schuster. «iid that the 
last two Finance Member mi'iint more business than his lengthf 

SESl ** enough and whooter runs it tighter stiJl 

ahall oe aoing n crime to the commercial siul industrial India.' Siieakiiig about 
ten^ng facihtiea in India and New York about which rofcmu'c had iSn mJde by 
Sir George Schuster, he remarked there was no parallel lici wmi these two coiintrS 
as other countriM were not suffering from the dearth of money from which India 
waa aunering. He ask^l bir (George Schustei why when he was ri*:idy to diacum 
the currency question he refused to tackle the question of ratio and said that no 
^e was ready to discuss the question wiih the Governmont on ’hcae grounds. 
Regarding the retrenchment oucstion he said that the Ftdcration w -. n^dv to aend 
representatives to discuss witn the Govcrnnicnt provided the laf* n ^ere to* lake into 
consideration the military and other departments also. 

Sir George Schuster hiiished the disi'ussion by replying that he was unwilling to 
teke up the ratio question, for if they made a change m the value of the rii|H» dis- 
advantages and evils would befall the country and prove diHustrous for Imsiiiesa. 

The resolution was then put to vote and passed unanimously. 

iNin STRlEB RksOLUTIOK 

The next suhiect to be taken tip was the unfinisbi'd industries resolution. A/**. AT. 
*S'. Mahomed appealed for protection of the mutch induHiry. He remarked that the 
whole industry was being usurped by foreigners and when Indian vested interesta 
were at stake it was a pity the Government was slack. 

The resolution was put to vote and passed unanimously. 

Separation of Burma 

The next resolution to be taken up was about the separation of Burma which 
read : '*The Federation is of opinion that the question of constitutional evolution of 
Burma should be left to the decision of the people of Burma. There are ample 
indications to show that responsible Burmese opinion is dissatisfied with the decisioo 
of the Bound Table Conference and the Secretary of Stste's statement in the House 
of Commons on the 20th January last to pursue separation witboul Dominion Status. 
The F^eration of Indian States and provinces has created a new position under 
which Burma can join with such a Federaiioii with great ntlvatiiage to herself. The 
Federation, therefore, urges that full and proptT facilities should lie provided for the 
people of Burma to express their free and clear opinion in this matter otherwise 
rendered more difficult owing to repressive laws now in force.’* 

Mr, Ranchordas H. moving the re*>luMOii said that Imlmn culture etie 

Burmese culture were the same and so a<»p.'iratii>ii was unib'siraWc. General opinion tu 
Burma was against separation and the Ctoveriuuent should take this into consideiiiion 
before undertaking the work. . n • 

Mr, B. Daa, seconding, said that Indians never aecepti d tlw rnme Xlniaaer • 
wisdom of separation of Burma from India. He stated that the idra roast 
inspti^ due to the European mercantile communities interctta being in quemion. 
Inoiaas did not want separation and waitied Burma to gel Dominion Btatoa wlUi 


Mourn Mounmi made a atirring appeal for ihc noii «cpar»tion rf Barma 
India. & said Am waa a great cultural, apiritual and economic eooi^M tot*« 
two and if aeparation waa eflected Burma would ^ wot**' off 
■•id that ia Ae unity of boA lay the aakation to eaploit Burma. He wad iMt iM 
• gave spirit<Ml freedom in the part. MAatma Gaiidhi ““ 

.-Jd be a pity if Indiana abut their doora againat the Butmeae now. 

The moluum was put to vote and passed unanimously. 

Two nsolutions nos. 7 and 8 were then passed without any diseuaeio . 

Rights Of British Meri-antile Commusity 

The aeventh resohition read as follows dissvnrovM ol 

, “tu Federation of Indian Chamtora of CommerM ««* wStoOonl^ 

U of Ae report of Ae Sab-committce No. 3 of the Kouno iama v«wi« 
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cnce wbidi deila with the ol the firitidi mcreutile eomiiiQoitf. The 

FedbretUm eennot egtee to enj leitriettoti on the dieevetioii of the fataie QofeniM&t 
ol Indie to which thm it no petellel in the oonttitniion of en j other free countir 
in the opinion of the Federation enj reetrictione of the kind eageeeted would io 
letter the future Goferonuiot ee to render it powerleec to protect or prouioce 
indigenoae enterpriee end the Federation pnte ite tiew on record that no 
leoerfetioDe or eereguecds of any nature whateoefer will be eeociitable nnleea tlmy an 
pioeed to be in the Intereeie of India. * 

The dghtb lewlutioo ran ae lollowe 

CoNDmows Of LanotB 

^Whtte fully rocpgiiieing that without the adequate proteettoq, patronage and 
teo-operation of the tHate to withatand competition fnmi foreign eonotrici 
it » not poaeible to bring in India co dittona which will improfe to a aatielactory 
atandard the weil*being of all workers the Federation ealla upon the neiobere 
of bodiee to make atrcnuoua eiforta to bring about auch improrementa in wagea, 
in the honra of labour and ooiiditiona of work, agricultural, iuduatrial, commercial 
and others aa ia poaaible under the eziatiiig nnsatiafactory conditioua in oeapec* 
of protection, tariffe and eachango and currencj policy of the State ** 

iff. Walekand Hiraehand having withdrawn, Mr. Jamal Mahomed of the-Soilfhern 
India Chamber of Oommerec, Madraa and the Southern India Skin and Hide 
Mercbante’ Aaiociatioo, Madraa, waa elected by the Federation for the preaideotahip. 
The Federation adopted the fourth annual report and the etatement of 
aoconote lor the year ending the SOih Novembes 1030. Thtgr uleo elected Dr. 11 Vi 
Dandiknr as honorary auditor. 


rmRD J>Ar^9TB. APBIL 1931. 

The VnkxtXAaa sonoluded ite acaaion thin afternoon after adopMng lereraJ 
foeolutione. 

RRPRESENTaTION IW FOEKIGJI CotTHTRtEB 

At the ontaet the diacuaaion was reaumed on the propoaal of Mr. J. K. Mehta 
for the appomteaeut of reprcittitativea of the Fedccatiou to various foreign countriea 
with a view to develop India'’a trade abroad. 

Mr. Birla, who preakJed, explatned that the propoeal before the Houae waa to 
appoint aa a« experimental measure a part-iime man io Germany ou Me. 1,500 a 
year. 

Mr, Fakirji Covasjw felt that the creation of a permanent secretariat in India to 
aaeiet the executive committee of the Federation was more important than the 
appointment of repreaeotativea abroad. The need for auch a ancretariat was all the 
mater to-day to auMHt and prepare the caae for the Federation*# delmtea to the 
ttound Table ConieienceL Mr. Oowaajes however, did not oppose the proposal 
provided the neceasaiy funds aud the right type of men were available. 

Mr. J. K. ifekta, explaining the proposal, said the fuiietiona of trade eommiaaion- 
era were very different from those expected from their reproaentativea. Aa long aa 
the pceaent system of goverament remained they eoold not expect trade oommiaaion* 
ere to do any propaganda lor them. Their tepfeaentatives would not only do thdr 
propMpwda but would also eoUeet informatioa for them and would make the beat 
endeavour to get their grievanoee redressed whenever th^y were brought to theii 

Mr. Bagraf Gupta held that there was much fSor the Federation to nehieve in 
this country before diverting iu eoeigiea to foreign countries. He suggeated inteo- 
Hve propaganda in rural areas lor popularising Swadeshi ^j^oods. 

Jrr. if» S. Dinahaw supported the idea bdiiiid the propoeal, but wanted ^ 
Federation to launch the scheme after it had secured sufficient Tunds to appoint 
lepwiscntstiTtf not only iu Germany but in other parts of the world also. 

Mr. Oamiki urged that the Fedmtion should first decide the principle whetM 
they were lo create parallel iiistitntioos. He suggested that the Government M 
mow to appoint tia^ commissioDeni in consuitotion with the Federation. The 
tpeakw hM that a part-time men would not meet their requicements. 


Mr. JL L. Qfha supported the propoeui m trade commiaeioners eoold not serve 
the Bittaal ^t of vioy. 
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**“ • !»»««* 

Q«^Si.£i.fofa£^arr»HR^^ • yr,- 

twdg coBMPfariODCt* wwwT^y be cntra«^ with aSr .1^1,*^ ^ 

T&y wCMild Eb 10 the nalore of correspondents. It would dav Imlis 1 hu^MdSjM 

'"“ "“ “ W“*i»5‘SKJ52 

The proposel was adopted by the House by a large inidotity. 

Maxacixo Auksth ok CoupAKtea 

Mr. Smwa next moved that the Govenimenl be rcriooited to apiy^ia a commi- 
ttee with a view to amend the Indian Ooinpanica Act. The speaker >«iieeiallv took 
exception to the clause in the Act relating to the Maimipo|^ioiili*V^ob^ 
opinioii» were responsible for the mination of many companies. 

Sir Pl/r^attamdaa Thuhnrdas, opposing ihe motion, repndiated the chanre 
against managing agcuU, and said he wiiild (ike to — • « w cniuKe 

end IL 

The motion was rejected by a luajority. 


) amwid the system rather than 


1 ATES lO lilE U. '1*, C. 

Mr. Sitlhtva next inovid tiiui the rcpreKoniatirrs at the dilTerctil international 
and imperial uoiifeicnocH and unittniit(«*s i>e appointed by the Federation aftar eon- 
sultatiou with the ulliliaicd btulu^ ile also intrvid that the delegates ri the I'cde- 
riUaon to the, Itound Table Conforuitcc be instructed to retire from tba conferenoe 
oriUOt paslicipate in it at all if Mahiitina Gafnllii took Buck action. 

The dtacusaioii on .this resolution was held in mtttara^ but it was umleratood that 
Mr. Sidliwa withdntw his motien when ti wns explained to him that their delcgatca 
had already been iusiTtii:Lt*d u> rctiie from ihe i’i>nferetiec or abslaia ifom partiei- 
patiag In it if Alahatiua tjsurdlii did on the constitutiODal issue. A inuoting 
of the executive of the Federatiuu was to be eaUi^il to give fresh instruciioos to the 
delcndes if Mabatiua Gandhi’s action was Uastd on any other eonnderaiUoo. 

The loliowiiig two rcsolsnloiiH. wiuo. movovi innn iku vbair and adopted 


PATftOXAGE TO IKOIAN IXJK'bTXIES 

(1) The Federation expects that ail Indian.iiidostrialists who claim protection and 
patronage in any ionn should in their puTehasis and dcaibigs and general IKjiky 
give the same prouviioii and patronage io ludian industries. s)>fcial1y those which 
are Indian and Itidian-niafiagod. 


Hate War AciAiysT IxdiaaN E.vtkbpbisk. 

(2) The Fedcratioii dcsircK to impn^ss on the Uovcmniwt the necessity ^ t^ing 
stqNi to pnHect Jndian eiiUrprisc by patting u slop lo 

rate war of foreign conoerne against ihcm, and *^*i''^f** Irricvaiicia 

thoion^ and impartial enquiry in such eases and grant nlul wluic gncvaiitia 

of 8tt£^ a nature exist. 

New Eaecutivi: 


The following executive was elected for the next year: 

Mr.*Jamal Mohamad babib (president) : Mr. G. Ih Birla, u 
piakindM, Mr7^W»lch«nd HiraCband, 5Ir Mr^ 

UU 8tu^, 8cUi KwturbbM Ulbhji, Mr. U'licUordw 0«^. « J 
Mr. Fakiijee CowAijec, Mr. Hoowintoai Mr. M. I. Oiib»»>*wt 


Sir i'liridiotlanidas 
Sr (huiiilml Mehta, 
■ A. BlasU'r, 
fiucinbcrs ) : 


^ .^Ili&XAacaA ••••• ^ 


G. n. 


With votes of thanks to Lala Shriram, me with great tact, 

Birla, who iu the absence of Lala bhrinuii eouduchd the protccumgs k 
ability and impartiality, the session came to a close. 
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Bondiay In^ao Cbandbei 0! Conraierca 

Mr. Mutaainbhoy A. Laljee. retinn;: Prcsiiie«t ^ t j}*?:- ^^Snn- 

presiding over the Annual General Meeting of the Bombay Indian C 
merce held on 2ith. January said ; 

The Chamber has worked, throughont in the mat. not ® aervinK the 

commercial organisation but also as « .eading pujhc ® „gpicuous part on 

general publicnnterest. Your Cha.nlior baa plavod 
uot a few occasions in the past, and t ;t a fexv or.as ons some ot 
iient public lenders have acknowledged asnl appreciated i- - * ttetween the 

The functiou of a Cham her .d t-^niimvrcHMsio sor^* 

Government and the Commcrcinl coiniaunity and ^ m^ke it more 

is uarenponsive is not to cease vhis particular form of Sif (4^»vernuieni 

impressive and forceful by taking al! coustitw^onui mMua lo question has to 

ivspooBivc. One advantage of this method o( agnation * V . (iovorniucnt remain 
be ?ally studied and completely thresh^, out and even it the OoMruiucni remau 

unresponsive it serves te educate the well-known exchange 

How would it have scrvetl our purpose 1 1 at SrgLni^^ 

agiUtion this Chamber had remained edent and quw - ; . ‘A jp econo- 
conducted by the Chamber served lo inakc ihc uaderBand 

mic and highly technical question with ihc rosnlt Im. ^J^earblow 

businessmen now know how ihe ish. dcf. ** -riifite dissenting report of 

10 the interrsts of agricuhuro. industries ami , tUp lutp Mr Madon and 

Hir Pursholamdas fhakurtlas. the writinas and .1 ihwSore be consi- 

the agitation of the Currency Lragiie and Una mike bXu) say that 

sifL'js 's^. ssi»«~"irr£ 

Uovernmeut 1ms led many tuiuas--pcrQap8 some j I lUv mo.t brjuiam wo 

and some persoualitiea—some ol the imwt /]okmauya Tilak 

lo believe no longer in Ihe luoihod of ^ known •i'* action. While 

»iyled;rwpoi»8iTc co-operalioit and t,, start a_ inethj,a avmpathisD with 

some of ua may uot agree ufth n-, wi 

... ^ aU nrnillC. tilt! 


lo diir r and cauaoi sympathise with 

iS r,,SK‘S«”; sX; d£« .uteixwi.. 

tp. .~jk 01 powo.. 'jsSfUriSS 

than 1 do the harm that it li ii» d»mc ‘W*’”**'" ^ |^a it persists, we 

Jhonld I am pfsfiwf make 'il®{fday nnium\1ng"^uioh^o^ 

found in strong action by Uovernment. 

Low Pricks of Agriccj. run a i. Commodities 

economic 
howevtf 
iota »u economic 

to bear in mina mat eacn mternationsl 

cwM which hive cccentnctcd, within its own botdm, the citccta oi 

“*l'^‘‘SjAefore that I ca»n«t agree with,lhe^pn;ble Sir 

SS X SS“ta^Simu‘^?^*~^^ h!^ 

wM issisl h'is «*Sr c indi.n mi-* 
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were able to purchase more freely, rte mi^bt be npeir^r n dilTerent atate 
ol afTaini. 

While ] do not say that ))olitieal agitation baa nothing to do witli the preaent 
economic and financial diatarbaneea and depreanion in this country, I am oblif^ ^ 
remark that the Hon. the Finance Member haa road wrongly the aitaation in the 
Indian cotton textile indnatry. This particnlar inrlnatry hna boon anftbring from 
years paat not Itccauae of political agitation imt because of the lack of aympaihy 
and abeence of proper action on the part 04 the authoriiica that be, and if the 
politieal agitation haa done anything for the (K*ononiic goi»d of the country it ia t^o 
give the mach-noedod enconragemciit to the inclustiy which stood most sadly in 
need of it The faci. that several miiia in Ahmambad and Bombay have begun to 
work double shift and that you • ^'ominiitre have, ns a matter of fact, approached 
the Central Bofird of novn«no f.-r n spri‘i:il l•onsili(•rAtioll with regard to oeprccia- 
tUm percentage in of nuils wiiith nn* working double shift ia aljgiiificant 
to snow how i i a vay the poli iin! agitni'on 1ms proved a (lod-aend to this stai^c 
Indnat^ of the Presidency. It I* no; the iil^^eneo of pnrehaw by mills but it is the 
world nctora combiued *wiih the rxehaiiue cruisrH which Itave brought about the 
abnormally low level of prices c.f M-rieurtural connuoditica. the principal among 
them being cotton. 

That Australia is nhle to pie ‘ci<« wheat, in n whcAt-prodiieing country like 
India, in competition with her oua wheat, shows how the beucflt of a higher ex- 
change enables foreign producers nnd man n fact urera to place their raw stuff Md 
manufactured products ii) tbi.; eouutry wi:h the advantage ol 13 per cent they 
obtain. 

T*in Ratio (JUEsrrox' 


When the Iion ble Sir (fiK»rgi‘ .s.‘Jnis!r: a^snlnell jhe reins of ofliee from Sir BmiI 
Blackett he considered the lah. (kl. exchange as a bad heritage he h'd succeeded to. He 
has been obliged to nurse and feetl lids (trtdmn left to him and he appears to have 
conoeivod a cuann for it through thin imfsiiig and feeding. He observed, therefore, 
while speaking before the Bengal N.oional C’lwfuber of Commerce, that his pajjmount 
duty was to preserve ludia's uaiional credit and that, was the ronsideratiofl 
wViicVi waa domxuau^ in Wvs mind wlion suptiosiions v.crc made that. Government 
should alter the cxchnngc value oi the I'npcT. 

He emphasised : 1 ean only o gnrd such a ci-iirse /is an art of 

act which would i-o *n*vei.'ly shake Indhrs eietlii ih/O mi one who really hMu inawB 
intereats at heart 'onM fonioini»l:iie i» for a momen* 

Well, manv so-called sMthnl fa -is hav- »i.id to i^e uiiMtl.d »h;wujc / ^0^*^ 
preaaure; and I aon’d not he surnri-*'d if even tins so-called sen led fact of isn. oo. 
&ehange conuw t<i l)c unsettled in Die mar future. 1 am sorry to wad In tftW 
connection the raibcr Honiewliat sini-i*r Htiggcsijon ofien made in dillcrwl qoarwp 
thiU the Govornineiit of India have ■iifti.’iciii rcstuiiccs st ihesr commanU to maintain 



that unleia there is a sustained agiini ion by the (chambers of m* 

nwooroes will be dissiiiaU^ to mainta n ihe n. w ststjiior^ level. Jraew 
in Englisb : Give a Jog a bad name and hang u. B ts very well to biing In tm 
red herring of reiuidiation cvoi* with regard to th#s e?tt hange question and dawn it In 
the eyes of the Briiish pul’-c and Indian ficople. 

No ItKPl'WA TION 

We ehoBlil. ho«e»cr. liko u* know nhiibcr » 

comes repudiation only lu the >twr of giwce, iWl. or 11 ww a mpudWtau evenio 

1927 when Bir George s^ihustcr s pn^leccasor iii the teeth of oppoeilim of w wim 
ov«£ard a ratio which had worked well for ysars and pUced quite 

• UW Mr.'Swon. t... .i«a of c«pbiijJS«««e» « 

»ii^ fhi m tf r of icDudiaiing the ohhg.iiiona (toveniment bad iocqrrd under the old 
lurncda deaf car to all those reamings. Aw we rwm 
tOL hi fjt that the act of restoration of the old 
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8o lir M the rainloii of the economle erities of Ctofernioent era eonoerned, thie 
eeto ineteed of raintof; the finenciel cf^it of Fhince enhao^ it end itebiHied it 
end the preaent prosperity of France end the^ebranoe of nnemployaient, whieh k 
to be lovno to en ebnorniel extent in England, Germany end the UnitM 8t^, 
era ell ascribed to that fineneiel step. 


The PjBgiciBR’8 AxirouncBinsNT 

When I am going to speak something relating to the ennooncemeot that His 
wlesty’a Gorernment hare made, yon will permit me to tell yon that 1 haTO been 
in the public life lor wdl nigh 20 years, and many of yon must hare had an oppor* 
tunitjr to know my news and policy. 

When I was elected by yon to the PresidentisI Chair of this Chamber, it was 
about the time when the Indian National Congress had giren its decision on both 
the l^fflon Commission Report and the Ndlirtt Rmmrt. I mention this fact in order 
to show that both yon and I knew the dilBcoft times throogh which we were to 
pa^ The first thing that I did then was to study the coarse that your Chamber 
had adopted with oiMit to themselres in the service of the country for well nigh a 
quarter of a century under the guidance of so many eminent Presidents before me, 
and I took as my sheet-anchor to follow those traditions of the Chamber and 
always did my level best to keep Che policy of the Chamber in consonance with the 
public omnioo and specially in the interests of commerce and industry of this 
conntry. Gentlemen, it had been my duty also to watch the interests of different 
seetkms of the Chamber and the object for which this Chamber has been established. 
A body like that of yonr Chamber which obtained for itself so mneh importance 
cannot afford to show any sign of being carried away except after considering every 
question in its widest aspect and (he ultimate result thereof. 

Your Chamber fulfils the function of creating between all concerned that nnder- 
ataoding whieh businossmen pride themselves on being able tu achieve. Your Cham- 
ber has acted as an intermediary between Government and people, between different 
leetlons of people, between different people of different political views, and even 
between the Indian and European commercial communities, and 1 may say, it has 
also endeavoured to appeal to Congress with that confidence as it has done to 
Government. 

Our object has been and is the economic well-being of the country, and every 
step that I have taken while acting, as said above, has bwn with that. OD^t alone. 
The representations that we have made to Government and even to the Viceroy, to 
.Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilalji, will bear out whnt [ have said. The dis- 
cussions that we have had with Earopeans and our Indian brethren who are known 
of liberal political colour, have bwn all in keeping with our traditions and with 
the only object of doing the best for the country. 

To err is human, but I feel confident that when peace and quiet in the country 
are restored, what we have done will stand as the best test of our work. 1 am pre- 
pared to Btaod any criticism and shall certainly admit at least on my behalf any short- 
comings that may then be pronounced. In these days criticism is wdeome, but I 
shonld certainly ask your indulgence to judge the work when peace and quiet are res- 
tored. 

I expected that the decision over the conference that was held in England and 
known as the Bound Table Conference, would come in the time of my illustrioas 
sueoeesor. Sir C^unilal Mehta, but as it bas been announced daring the last few 
days frf my regime, I felt it my duty not to shirk the responsibility that had fsllsn 
upon uiy •houldere at the i2tb« hour. I felt a great deal of difficulty but I must 
say that the informal conference that I had with some leading gentlessea only a 
conpk of dayi btek helped me in my endeavour to express my epiuloa gsnerally 
on UM tnbjeei* 

I admit we have not yet got all details, but from what we have got and the M 
measgge that we have got from men like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapni and the Rt Hou'ble 
V. 8. Brioivaaa Sastn and others, and the wiilingneae wnieh the Wrakieg Ohs- 
millee ii tiis Oougresa baa shown, at their request through Pandit UotiUff 10 poi^ 
pone publlsltiag any resolutions, emboldens me to make an app^ to aoA 
thraugh you to mth the country aud the Government Thera ft no doubt 
that had Geraenmeut in the first instance^ admitted Indhuia iu the Simon 
OMnmkakm, a lot of what has happened to embitter the iu luffia 

would not hnve happened. Seeondly, when Hk Exodteney the 
an Inlurview to Gandhi inter the ddiberationa os the 
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mitiioiii all Out lua now been said at die Round Table Oonfnvneo'.by (be Oomn' 
mcnt been said to Mahatna Oandbi, I am sura that would have boi^n a right 
thioff done at the right moment. Even in the montha of MaytandJJnne, alter the 
march of Mahatma]!, if the Government .bad acceded to the requevt of leading 
Indiana and made the annonneement, 1 feri the potition would not'have been ao M. 
Now we find that not only our people of all achoola of political thought have made a 
grmt advance in their viewa, bat even the Princea in India have demanded what » 
India's duo, and further the British Government haa tried to meet ua to a large 
extent^ and the Prime Miniatar and others have shown a desire to go* fnriher into 
these matters while others have shown a dcsiro to go further into these matters with 
the loaders of the country. 1 think this opportunity must be ntitised and should 
not be missed. It is not becauso we want to agree to all that haa been said, but 
when we feci a change In principle wo ought not to turn our face but must be prc« 
pared to meet fairly and squarely 1 say, and say with all the emphasis at my 
command, that important prinriplea hare been conceded so fttr na provincial 
administration ia concerned and if wc stand united we are sure to have a square 
deal even so far as the Central Government is concerned. Dr. Moonji hss said that 
we have got merely everything that wc want. 


Caicatta Indian Chamber of Commerce. 


The Presidential address of Mr, 1). l\ Khaitun at the fifth annual general meeting 
of the Indian Chamber of Comm(*rcf\ hold in l^aloutta on the JJth, February IIKU, 
was read by Mr. A. L. Ojah, Mr. KUaitan being out of the town in connection with 
the work of the Banking Enquiry Cominiiteo of which be was a member. The 
following is the text 

*^Xbe country is to-day the ]K)orcr for the loss caused by Pandit Motilalji’s death, 
and we mourn it in common with the rest of the Indian community. The time at 
which it has occurred adds poignancy to our grh f. It will be some coosolatkm to 
those including Pandit Jawaharlaiji whose loss is the most personal that their sorrow 
is shared by mil lions of their countrymen in whore hearts Motilalji's memory is 
enshrined and who regard his life as an embodiment of sacrifire in the country'! 
cause. 

*'8ince our last meeting there has been an event of outstanding importance in 
the Premier's declaration and I may be ])ermittcd to pve expression to the vi^s 
held by the Indtsii Mercantile comuiunity oo the subject which is of such compelling 
interest to all sections of public opinion at present. liCt me say at the outset that 
wo all wricome the release of Mahatma Gandhi and other politieal leaders, even 
though we consider the Government gesture as falling far short of the requirements 
of. the times. The Committee of the Federation of Indian Chambers, embneing all 
indigenous interests in the sphere of commerce tnd indastry, have proclaimed their 
adhesion to the programme of reforms on which Mahatma Gandhi has been insisting 
and it is no small satisfaction to us that at what perhaps is tlm most eritiem point 
in the history of lodo-British relationship, he is free to offer his most valnsble co- 
operation to those who may care to have it. The rcsoluttoii of the Conaaittee of .the 
federatibn makes it plain that, 

“No constitution will be acceptable to the country including the Indian Menmn- 
tile community which docs not give sufBcicnt and effective power to a respoosihra 
Indian Government to carry out the administrative and economic reforms indicated 
by Blabatma tendhi is his elevea points and which does not vest full ceonomie 
control in the Legtslstuns of ln^s'\ 

Gandhui's Eleven Poixts the Best Rehedv 

“I rosy say just a few words by wty of explaioing our attitude, it js pur eui^ 
sidered opinion that India is at present groaning under an unbrsrsble buidsn of 
taxatioD, and that until the productivity of the country is appreciably ineieaied, its 
economic strength can offer no margin for soy increase of taxation to flnsace to* 
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forms like education and sanitation. Ettremo |>orerty on the one hand and heavy 
taxation on the oUier make the coTidition of the masses prof^ressively wret-ched. The 
costliness of administration is one of the roost potent causes of the peoples* burden 
to a considerable extent. We have in this connection considered Mahatma Gandhi’s 
elci'cn points and have come to the conelnsion that they may mostly meet (he eco- 
nomic difficulty and we believe that the country will not be satisfied with anythin^i: 
that does not cover these points. 

“While we fully adhere to the principle of the early establishment of Belf-Govem- 
‘^ment amoontinu to complete I'cminicn Status in this country, we arc quite pre- 
pared to consider the question of rescrvatioDS and safcpiards for the transitional 

i >eiiod. it is our view, however, that the reservations and safrauards which the 
Premier’s statement rontcroplatrs must necessarily be of a very restricted nature if 
they arc not to convert the new Government into an naency for collecting the taxes 
necessary for the maintenance of those reservations and safeguards and thus nullify 
the very object of the esiablUhmcnt of responsibility at the centre. 

‘'The total revenues (net) of the Central Government and of the Provincial 
Governments amount to nearly 175 crores, of which the reservatiotjs and safeguards, 
if they are not restricted, wonicl absorb about a half made up as follow-: 

55 crores for the Army. 

35 erorca for Debt Service (including Railway debt). 

7 crores for Pensions. 

10 crores lor Services and other reservations (approx mately). 


87 crores. 


This would leave about SI crores spread owt a number of items in w.Hich ihc 
)K)SBibilitics of rctivnchnifiil are all too limited. And it i«oald be virtually impos- 
sible, under the circumstances, to carry out even in part the programme adumbrated 
in Mahatmajia eleven points with which wc associate onrricivea and which moan a 
drop of about 45 crores on the side of rerLMiue. 

“Unless, therefore, the reservations contemplated in the Premier s statement are 
substantially modified, it will mean the siartins: of th * new Government upon its 
career with a heavy morlgag**, which at no time rn the near future it can be in a 
position to Feilceni. 

“I. however, hope i.hn‘ the sub-staniial modifications sti^estcd here arc net predii- 
clod by the terms of the Prerahi's siutcmciif. In fact I imagine that the fatat^*m«nt 
is j)erhs<p8 ncccssariiy TajLyue and Iravt.-s ample room for suggcalions of the kind f 
hare made. 1 «Riiti.ot bdievL .ihai Iho riC6cMHti(m.s which ne speaks of have been 
meant to be the 'last word. 


‘■f, therefore, think lliat any tdirrcf.ssious to Ik* able to yield a resolution of the 
problem must centre round the necessary rcseryttlions msivring. 

Allotment -for the Army which shoakl not exceed •» ■sum of Rs. 20 crores. 

“(2) Froviskm of financial safeguards subject to an mpartia-l examination of 
India's debt liability miii to full poi>nlar co()irt>i over the proposed Pbcserve Bank, and 
Protection of minocttics. 

“1 iMvo cassefuUy studied 'the statemeut indued by Trj JSahadur Sapm and 
other dcli^es of ihe Rou-nd Tabic Conference on tlvir return. They have tried to 
allay some of the api^chenslous In the popular mind regarding the * proposed safe* 
guards, I do really witih that our apprehensions pro^-ed to be baseless, but I cannot 
say that the statement has sucoocied in allaying or removing them. They have 
nasnred us that hi matters relating to Currciiey and Exchange, the transfer of power 
will be complete sobieet to Ihe eaiablishuu nt uf a Reserve Bank. I have not the 
least desire to prejudge the issue, but the emphasis that is being laid on such a 
Bank as the condiiton precedent u> any transfer of control is not calculaled to re- 
move the suspicion that the transfer is meant to be more formal than real. The 
promise of renxmsibility At the centre can have no meaning if His liajoity’s Govern- 
ment eontempmte the establishment of more than one centre in the eeooomic ipbere. 
Whatever machinery may be devised for purpose of nguiation or admiuntration and 
howioevor ita conupoiient part imty vary in their functions, there must be a unity of 
control to enaure its aatisisetory worldng and that control ran only vest in the Legis- 
lature to whom as we are assured the Executive is to be made eomidctely 
respouaible. 

^Whilat I ttaa wbmit the popular point of view for the eaiucst couBideratioa of 
OoTCinment and those daimifig to speak on their behalf, it may not be amiss to 
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BQgmt to Mabatma Gandhi and the CoDgreaa that Ibo time baa come when 
Hhouid explore the possibilitiea of an honourable aettlemeut. The ludiau Meroantile 
Community would in rite them to nhare its belief that the Promier'a atatemeut doea 
not preclude Jie possibility of the BUggeated modifieationa and it would therefore 
appeal to then^ ( ' lose no opijortunity for a diBcusaion of aneh modificatiooa, ahonid 
it offer iiHclf. 

Good Faith— Not Dipiomacy 

‘'We have already assured them (hat no ooustilution which does not guarantee a 
substantial measure of economic control suflScieiit for the purpose of carry tug out 
the prog^ramme of reforms indicated t)y Mahatma Gandbrs eleren points will be 
arccptabld to the rndiaii Mercantile Community. But wo quite clearly see that the 
Congreas co-operation would be practically impossible without tue complete ooaaatiou 
of r^rcssion, discharge of political prisoiicrh and prc-resioration of reproaaive condi- 
tions. Wc, thereforo. t*lro:igly appeal to the Goi’ernment to'follow up the roloase of tho 
leaders by the furtlicr gesture indicated by us. 

‘*We all want peace. Mahnuiiii (iaiulhi has said in so many words that he is 
hankcriug after it. Bui it cannot be a \K*nee at any price. The Indian problem can 
be solved by really good faith— not diplomacy, old or njw. If, as has boon said, tho 
Premier's declaration promises to give the omtttiy oil that it has been fighting lor. 
I can sec nothing to stand in tho way ut' o hiHting solution of the problem. But if 
it does not, if the sclicnij it c-.'iiieinpfafi’s is to tic little more than a piece of poli- 
tical jugglery, then let it k* made a- p.^in .i> \Vv‘:dt» o.in makojt, that the per- 
forai“n<*e will not (l<»ccivc India and those who may W about to stage such au 
optical illusion had better spare themselves th * irotiMe. ‘ 


The S. 1. Chamber of Commerce. 


Ihr annual meeting of iiu- .Southern India CbumlHir ol Commerce was hold on 
‘tiai. March 1931 ai the Indian Chamber Butldiugs, Madras. Mr .Af. Jamal Mahont^ 
President of the ('Chamber, presided. Mr. Jamal Mahomed l^ib. uioriug tho 
adoption of the annual report, said 

1 have great pleasure in moving the adoption of the Annual Report of the 
Chamlicr and the audited statements for the year 1930. Ah the report haa boon 
previously circulated to the nirmbors %»r tlie Obatijhcr. I think I have your i>crmiMiou 
to take it as read. 

At the last annual mcetiug of the Chamber I said that the country was pasaliig 
through a period of severe ecouoinic depression. Those words have since then proved 
to 1^ too modest to give even a faint idea of the suflpriiigs of the busiuess people 
duriui^ the twelve months that have passed : ueiiher had I in mind at the time any 
alarming forebodings eommeiiaurate with the depth and extensiveness of the gloom 
that actually came on us particularly in the closing months of 1930. Starting from 
the colKapae of Wall Street in October 19'39, the tornado spread from country to 
country and from trade to trade and industry to industry till the whole world haa 
been enveloped in it. Jnteriiatioual trade is so nicely eiiuipoised that a violeiit dis- 
turbance in one big country at once rdlects itself on the exports and imports 
of every other country with which it has trade relations. In this manner the uiocfc 
*s communicated from countiy to country causing a tremendous fall iii trsde, a 
heavy drop in prices, restriction of credit, failure of banks and mercantile bousea 
and wMeapread unemploymeut aud industrial unrest. It is idle to seek to And a 
•iogte all-pervaaivc cause for this world trouble nfTectlng every country. 

The special circumstaDces that prevailed in India which made her a tremendoua 
factor contributing to the general world slump arc not far to seek. Our troubles 
did not commence with October 1929 as some interested* people would have us believe 
They struck their roots several years ago when in a fateful momeot a ridicalottslj 
narrow minority of the Legislative Assembly consisting of the solid Oovernmeos 
phalanax nominated members with a handful of elected members walked into Iffcl. 
lobby against the vital interests of the millions ol Tndii. The continuous drain of 
the Indian ryots’ resources by a loss of 2 as. lo every rupee worth of goods sold 
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bjr him has mttoh impofarishad the eouatrjr. Aod the biow dealt bjr iha 

ratio baa becu alowty and aiitaly crippling our indostriea if not actnally tbieataoiag 
them out of esietcoce. 

Fajx in Pbicbb 

1 dnsire to give yon an ides of the extent of the calamity that htf befallen the 
.country. Dariiig toe ye:ir 19d0. the vaiue of Indian exports of private mcinhandiae 
dodinea by 21 per cent from croree to 232 croros, inmte or the fact that the 
total volume of exports remained practicaliy tlio same. The total volume would 
have shown a marked decline had it not bm for the fact of increased demand for 
wheat for the United Kingdom and for rice for GhinS} fitcaights Settlements and 
the United Kingdom aggregating 7 lakha of loos extra. The diminution in almost 
every other article of export, viz., 24 million lbs. in tea, 3 lakhs tons in all seeds, 
2X lakhs in raw iute, 1 lakh tons in jute maonfactures and about 8 tbouaaod bafiw 
in raw cotton, and so on, was effectivety set off by the extra demand in wheat and 
rice. Groundnut kernels declined from Bs. 50 to Rs. 22 per candy during die year, 
wheat from Its. 143 to Bs. C4 per ton, rice from Bs 150 to Rs. 107 per ton, raw 
cotton from Bs. 313 to Bs. 174 per candy and raw jute from Bs. 56 to Rs. f8 per 
bale. The value of Indian imports declined by 26 per cent from 249 ctores in 1829 
to 185 crores in 1930, and in this case there was a diminution in volume to the 
extent of 16 per cent. U shows how little the prices of import articles uhich are 
mostly maoutacCured goods, had doeliued as against the heavy drop all idoug the 
line of India's export products which are mostly agricultural produce. This indi- 
citsi roost conclusively the danger of any country bring backward in industrial 
activities and confining itself predominantly to raising agricultural products. The 
tremendous loss sustained by India by a fail well over 50 pet cent in the prices of 
her staples like wheat, raw jute, raw cotton, and oil seeds and from 25 to 40 per 
cent in rice, hides and skins, juie and cotton manufactures can better he imagined 
than expressed. 

Coming to this presidency. I find that the value of the foreign exports bu fallen 
by 21 per cent from 45 crores to 36 crores of rupees, the chief items ooutributing 
to the &11 being grouud outs and castor seeds accounting for 4^4 crores, raw cotton 
for 2Xf and tanned skins and hides for 82 iakhs. There was deterioration in im- 

S rt only by 17 per cent from 27 crores to 22>4 crores, the chief contribution being 
9 lakhs ill cotton manufactures, 42 lakhs in metals and ores, 39 iakhs in sugar, 
33 in machinery and mill stores. 

What are the chief adverse factors that handicap our Exports ? The outstanding 
factor is that unlike in the case of manufacturing industries, agricultanl produc- 
tion could not be readily curtailed to counter-balance the dimiuisnsd demand from 
abroad so that our oilseeds, grains, cotton, rubber, coir, etc. bad to be sold at what- 
ever price they would fetch. Sir Ueoige Schuster said iu his last Bod^ speech : ‘Tn 
theve times of bad world conditions and of general overproduction of the agrienl- 
turai products on which India relies, she hiw been able to maintaiu the volume of 
her exports ; it is a sign of general health in the economic condition which in spite 
t>f the diminished prices received, mast on an impartial view be regarded as 
satialaetory.’* 

Sir George evidently forgot that when faced with a falling market, groundnuts, 
caator a^s, ricct wheat, etc. are not the commodities which could be held off the 
ma rk# io wait lor better prices. It rather indicates the abject helplessness of the 
Indian ryot fai haviiig to export his stufi' for what it ietefaes as an alternative to 
^xefnslng to harvest hu crop, which extreme step too has been Jmown to have been 
pnmtised during the current year in some places at least in the ground'^nut districts. 

Hides and Skins 

The market lor tanned hidee and ekins has been woefully affected. The persistent 
and rcmorselces foreign exphdtation of our resources of raw materials aod the terrible 
w<M denfrisinn are the oanses of the sufferings of the Indian tanner. To these 
im been leosntly added the revised American tariff whioh is practically dealins a 
kneek^ont blow to the hidiutry. The Americans who have uanally been buying bigs 
oonnlite of one tanned goods both from here and in the London Manet have 
esm^ to do ao on aocoont of the tariff that came into force in September 
bet It iamoees JO per cent import duty on tanned skins, and none on raw skins ; 
15 per esttt on tmed hides and 10 per cent on raw hides. The net resnlt b that 




AO adeqaatA rate to cov<t ^th hides and akina. It haa pampered auffleieoUv 
lomrer to ihe promotion of iti(luatri<« in Europe and America on the aate of 
j^ian luduatriea and lo the draining away of onr anppliea ol raw to tkai 

•erioos tnjary of the vital economic materials in this coantry. 

OBOUNDStUTS 

Ooming to the chief export product in South India, it is a pity to note that the 
Inexorable Margarine Union of Holland has cut the groundnut prioee lo the bm 
M the sheer force of a dictating buyers’ combine, who at the same time, thanka to 
^ ot the Government of India, find In India a ready 

market for the iitircAtrict^ import of their vegetable ghee and other marganne 
products. In view of this com (line of foreign buyers, and of the growing competi* 
47* attbsiiintcs like the olive oil of the Meiliierranean region, the palm oU of 
Afn^ the peanut and soya beans of China and Japan, the Qovernment of India 
ou^t to lose no time in conserving the vegetable oil industry of the country and 
oevMoplug the home market for its products. The current year has ahown to what 
patuetie condition the ryots’ dependence solely on a foreign market haa leduoad them* 
M O grave danger of dislocation in Indian agriculture, if oilseed cultivation 
to be discouraged, particularly in view of reports of vast exteiisicms of enliva* 
pona of our aliernative crops, viz. wheat in Russia, Canada sod Arg«*iitine and riot 
In aeveral countries like Spain, Italy. United States of America and Japan, which 
are not only making organised efforts towards self'Bufficiency bat rapidly establiahiog 
an export trade* 

Tax Bubdeh 


I have endeavonred to give only a few glimpses into the pathetie eondition of 
onr chief ^expm producu. But apart from the slump that affects the people 
Keoerally, the Government have not been alow to contribute liberally lor tbelr praa« 
Mi^oo hf piling tax upon tax as though from a spirit of vengeance. The ineonictax 
Bnd anpatax are undoubtedly a damper on the commercial and indnstrial devtdop- 
JMt of the country even in ordinary times and the people have been asklug 
Jot inbatantial relief from such burden. It is therefore extremely dioappofutini 
jo note that they ahould have gone exactly in the opposite direction and eubanced 
um sates Isom top to bottom when the coantry la hopelessly prostrate from the 
iBdnatrial and commercial point of view, and particularly when there are ways and 
Bmaoa to get substantial amounts of new money, while at the same tee giving 
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depkMble. CientlemeD, you all know fait well that with the development of the 
eommeree and indnitrj of the oonntry is bound up the well-being of all clasaea of 
the people and that anything which hampers the growth of economic enterprises as 
Ihcse taaea on Ineome are bound to do, is surely an obstacle, by no means ineon- 
aidcrable^ to the general well-being of the country. The Legislative Assembly which 
i» the cnstodian of the rights and interests of the country twice rejected such pro- 
posals of taxation but the <k)vemmcnt have proved incapable of making a generous 
response. Apparently they have with their usual scorn and indifference to popular 
opinion induM a great and good Viceroy to certify the Finance Bill and have thus 
embittered the last days of his Viceroyalty. His Exc^ellency was probably over- 
powered by the implorable obduracy oi his irresponsible advisers but the Govern- 
ment has nonetheless lost heavily in the people s eonlidence and have again proved 
that there ia yet no change of heart. Nor does this action of the Government inspire 
ns with confidence as to their future efforts at retrenchment, while we note that it is 
only for about a crore of rupees that they have thought tit to overrid the popular 
vote twice recorded. 

CuniiENfY Pourv 

No more crucial test is roi{Uired of the iKinafidcs of the Ooveriiinent of this 
iionntry than their attitude in respect of the tmrrcney and exchange question of the 
country. It is widely admitted now that onr commodity price have not adjusted to 
the present ratio. As the Hon. Sir George Ihiiny admitted recently in His Railway 
Budget speech, internal prices of agricultural products generally ruled above export 
parity and thua restricted the natural outflow of Indian produce. Is there anything 
more required to reduce the value of onr commodities and to cripple the indiao 
ryot ? And yet the Government with characteristic bombast assert that they will 
use all the rcBources at their command to carry out this fell polit y to its hittcrest end 
without any regard to the vital interests of the country and its long siiflVring poor 
people. The Government of India appear to have completely lost themselves in the 
freedom which their peculiar position as the currency and cridii authority of the 
country has given them. It would have been impossible for a national Government to 
choose a year of severest trial to the ngricultiiral and commercial communities for 
the hobby of contracting currency*, borrowing indefinitely and at high rateSj and 
enforce a bank rate as high as 7 per cent when other rountrici keep it down. 
to 2 or 3 per cent, and increase the tax hiirden all round for no other purpose than 
to keep going a currency and exeban^* fiction and a bloated t'xpemliture budget. 

Sir Grorge Schuster in his recent budget sporh also spoke in jnstifieniion of this 
policy of contraction of currency because trade depression and falling prices required 
less currency- I had asked him, an<l would repeat the question now, which other 
countries have done so in aimilar situatioiis and in the saioo manner. A big country, 
almost a sub-eoiitinciit, with a rapidly growing population and in the course of deve^ 
loping economic re8ourcos,,imust rcr|iiirc more and more eurrtmey and not less of it if 
thlm is any sign of normal health. But though ho may not enre to admit it, it is the 
present exchange ratio that has undoubttxlly nivoasitaicd it. For by depressing the 
indnatriei and coinmerec of the country it, has cut down the export trade and is 
alao at the same time driving capital from the country'. In the result iho Govern- 
ment find it difficult to make remittances home, and as a consequence thereof, reserves 
are being dissipated, cniToney is being contracted, and money is being borrowed 
in London at high rates, piling debt upon debt and interest liabilities in rapid 
aneeeaaioD. The Government very often refer to the maintenance of the gold standard 
in Iqdia. What the country really requires is not so much the gold ataiidard as gold 
eurreney, because gold standard without a gold currency is no good to us. You 
know the present Imavy fall in the prices of silver. In case of national crisis people 
here have only token coins in their possession worth about 8 or 9d. or thereabouts 
though th^ are supposed to be worth 18d., and they are the chief investments and 
the asseU of the maases. It ia also urged in this connection that it may disturb 
the tui^y of gold to the world. It may be that the supply of gold to the world 
may not Be enough to go round. That is the look-out of other countries. liCt ns 
taw can of onxselves. Others know how to take care of themselves. 

Flight of Capital 

1 wnkj like to wy a fw w^s in conneution with the alenDiai; 
fli|^ of capital Mtienble now-a'Kiayi. Tbo caid lliKhc of capital » eiaily eiplaioel 
81000 ow iadaottics. fonmoree and ’afcrienltnre are depremied and ainca ineeatatot 
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^*i*j**9* thanks to the present ex^nffe. whet else wouM eepl* 

^ do? Ospitot naturally finds its way out, and added to tiiat, there is the peofit 
to he m^e by^ rmittina abroad when the exchange Is high. In short, as long as 
this whanM is high, there will always bo this fiif^t of Mpital and if there Is still 
any don^ about t&t one has only to oompaie the figures of export of ospIIbI lioni 
• «wntry. In the year 1920 when the exchange was very high, and In the years 
smee it^ame lBh.-6a, with the figures of those years when the exchange was Is. 
4d. to know for oneself the real canse of toe fii^t of capital. 

Now we shall turn to something more ^essant to take note of. Gentlemen, 
we are indebted to the Government for two important pieces of recent legislation ior 
Uie rmefit of the mercantile oommntiiry ; one was by tne central Legisistore tor the 
mplication of the existing lew for sale of goods which has removed a great deal of 
3® obscunty of the old soction further complicated by the enormous growth 
of conflicting case Inw around thorn. The other is by too Madras Legislative Goon* 
ml relating to the administration of local boards and district munimpalitles whidt 
merges the old obnoxious eompanios* tax and the profescion tax and places the now 
tax on an equitable basis of ascortaiiiing income. I desire however to protest that 
the local government's schedule of tiercentages of turnover pssaed In Ihe Gonaoil 
arbitarv and drawn up without consulting the soeamereisl bodies which 
IS indeed strange for a Minister’s department to do. 


rROBl.EM AMBai> 

Ihene are ninny more things that have to be done for the relief of mershaato 
I hope the Indian Partnership Bill with snitable modifications will soon be plaead 
on toe Statute Hook. Government ought to devote some sttention to toe dswelep- 
ment by means of tarifls,. bounties and effiefent administration of food adhltesstion 
lawsv toe industries connected with the Indian agricnltural psoduoe both forthehosM 
market and for ihe export trade. Margarine nroducts, starra, malted food, eonfse- 
iiofmry„ poultry and dairy products are only a few of the many ent e rp ris si which, 
would give support to che sutTering ryet of the country; The stores pnvshase 
rolks have formally been revised with efiTeet from the 1st Janna^ l9Bl for Intndne* 
mg the rupee tencer system, but there sre enough loopboleB In them to ioahlr n 
rerafoHrant administrator to ignore them and there is no definite prefmoee for 
naHonakb The virtue of the new ruks still leaves murb to the personeHty end ont» 
look of the officers end departments . What greatly detrsefs from toe benolt of thens 
rules is the froecfoni. enjoyed by quasi- Government insiitotious like toe Fort Tfneto 
and Railway Companies which are in practice soffirieDtly free from toe control both 
of the Government and of the people to decide their own policy. 

India has surely got a difficult time ahead. A complete solutfoii of her ceooo- 
mte problems is too mndi for the Government ef India to be expected to attempt 
as eonstitoied at present. They are problems whose tackling is every day besomiito 
more and more urgent and imperative as they devitaTise Che eouotry and the paoplo 
in n hopelessly manner so long ss they remain unsolved sither wholly or in 
pert. I have only to emphasise that they bad to handle with the tingle ehieot of 
promoting the prosperity of this country and the economic life and vithlltf of its 
people alone and none elseb 


The Aadhra Chamber 01 Csmnerce 


Ihe second annual general meetii^ of t^ Andhra Obamto ^ ' 
hdd on the 25lh. AprU 1931 at the Hindu Theological High Sd^,^ Msdrn.^ 
Jfaraifandaa OiHdhardaa, President of the Chamber ptmided The following Is tho 
text A his speech 

Out country is in ihe throes of great wstitn^nd ehanges, *>4 R te of hnppv 
angary that the birth of onr chamber synchiwised with this grmi nateal vmiieilvaL 
At n leanlt of the deliberaUons of toe Ronnd Table OMfetCM, is to y eo n* 
aided a aohatantial mesaore of Dominion Status ®®,.^*^*|,****fe yn tr msi to 
I to saimard our liberto on toe ^Ulcsl side. Now 
1 of toe Oovemment of the country is on tbs savS^ wo toomid try lo 


m 


THE OHAMBfiR OF OQUCEBCS: [uamam 

wem «wphte iadcpeiideMe ia m|Mt of tHaI maltUn mUtetioic the eoenomie 
toi and prainerilj of the eonntrj, iriL, dnenee, tnde, eomaeree^ Indnstrf and the 
dieeli^^eBef of our eoantn. Thm thowd be no conmoniee or jieldi^ in theee 
Mtleia lo lada wmie politieal adTentafge whieh jney mtnoe ifeelf to notbioa without 
eoAplele iadependenee in them fitel maUcre. as Csr as roonomie freedom is con- 
emm, we mast see that oor interests are not jeopardised for the sake of 




we appesl to the Government and Msbstma]i to invite a tar^e number of mer- 
e ha a t s to fiaitieipate in the final shaping of Uie oonstitation. The preliminary dieeaa- 
elont levaid that the Soropeana and the British Government deetre ^^gnarsntees” and 
^MignArde'’ in the new oonstitatiou in rcmct of finance, trade end eommeiee 
eaoi^ other mattera. This demand is Iraaabt with irreat danper to the economic 
proarem of the ooaatiy. To gnMantee apainst ''discriminatory** legislation will keep 
India fa eonnomie bondage for ever. In order to pivc special advantages to the 
Kathmals of the conntir in removing the existing handicaps, it shall be n c ecssa T y to 
have discriminatory legialation. The development of the mineral wealth of the conntiy 
ler the beoefit of the natiooala can be effected only by giiining and reserving conoes- 
shma, whieh are diseriminatory in nature To enable India to convert the raw pro- 
daea into finished products in the country itself and to foster the atarting of home 
industries* you will have to enact protective legislation. To start and maintain key 
indoatriea for nationals you will have to use discriminatloo. If we yield in the 
matter of giving *^goarantee8*’ against measures of this kind, we esnnot remove 
tha grinding poverty of the country and foster the growth of industries slready ests- 
bllsiM or create new onea. But we can guarantee against discriminatory legislatUm 
of s negative, vindictive and retaliatory character. Subjeet to this reservation, we 
cannot think of siiy ^^gnarantees*’ and "safeguards'* to our own national detriment. 
First and foremost importance should be atts<‘hed to matters referred to above by 
me; vis , finance. tradcL eommerce and fiscal policy even in preference to political 
freedom beeattte it is through these sources the wealth of the country is obtained 
and conserved without exploitation by the outsider to the disadvantage of its nationalt. 
In order to m«<QtatQ their present position which they have attained at the eost 
of the Nationals of the country the commercial intermts both in India and England 
have act themselves against the granting of any real Bwars] Constitution witbont 
proper guarantees or safeguards for themselves as they apprehend that they cannot 
maintain their position of advantage under an Indian National Qovernment. 


The Demino Foe Safeguards 

The demand lor safegnarda by statute in respect of trade and other connected 
matters an made with a view to their continuing the economic exploitatione of our 
eounrry, to establish their right perpetually and also to maintsin their dominating 
poaition in the trade and industriei of the country unshaken and untransferred from 
their hands. Onr aim in shaping any future constitution of the country should 
be to put a stop to farther exploitstion by outsider and to conserve the economic 
weelth of the country for the benefit of its Nationals. 

Now the word Dominion Statns eonnotes full liberty on all matters snd there- 
fore provision of sefegiurds or other restrictions in matters connected with the inter- 
oei adminlstrstion of the country, such as Fiscal or Commercial matters, will deprive 
it of the benefits or advsntagea of the new statas or constirntion, the intention to 
giving of which is heralded with noise and pomp and it would not even amount to 
granting a anhstantlat measure of independence which the Congress and the country 
hate htm asking in no nnambiguons terms. 

Now the British trading interesta here want equality and proteetioo. They have 
already entrenched themselvee by eecntiog a Urge part of the conntry’a trade and 
indnsM to the diBadvantage of Indiana. It is no wonder that they want equality 
now. Sow can there be eqnalito of treatment under these conditions ? It shall 
alwgys he the aim of a National Government to help its own people in preference to 
othrra. It hae been the policy of the British trading interests both here ana in England 
to diseonran all attempta oy Indians to promote Swadeshi Indnstrioi. Exchange 
BMiks alao nave largely eupported this policy. Even the Bmk established in onr 
eonntry and whi^ is enjoying the benefit of a large amount of the Indian taz- 
peyera^ money hea also not treated the Indiana and the Europeans alike. 

Indlii *•*••1 autonssiy in Wh »ii uriffs were imposed 

oil impnrta to protect onr indigenous indnstry, non-nationals have exploited Indian 
TCSOUiuei by eieeting factories in India and competing with Indian indigenotM 
mtnnfiftUTt to keep ue in bondage lor ever. The conspicnous example of the meidh 
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ind9^ of the of the loil beinr throttled and rained bj the Swedieh Traet 
dmnid open yonr eyei to the neoeentj for the amendment of the company law 
lecmlriag a eertain proportion of the eapitnl to be rndian in eneh concerna ae the 
Indian eonenmer beare the binh cost of duty. When the Americana wanted to 
faifeot fin the ehavee of the Eleetrical eoncerna of Enyltnd it wee prevented by the 
Government of England. We want only to do the aame thinn, we have fot the 
e i a mp le of the Tata Iron and Steei Indnetry ftoine to the lumda of the Aromana 
after the payment of a larire aubaidy from the Indian revennea and the Governme n t 
of thia country permitted it. Such a atep haa never been allowed nor wUI be 
allowed fin their own country. So we inuat not aftrve to any gnaranteea and we 
moat reiect any conatitntion which doea not provide for a free and foil growth of 
onr citiaen^hip and freedom in trade, eotumeroe and indnatij of onr own country. 
jSo the problem ahead of na ia the internal reoonatniction of the commercial, and 
indnatriat proaperity of the country. Thia can be achieved only by stopping the 
flight of capital tom the country. 


PbOTECTION of IkDUN lNTERB8Te 

How are yon going to do it ? The Britiab Inveatmenta in India are 

about a thonaand milFion ponnda. Nearly 4000 million pounda are borrowed eapitu 
for eterling loans and eemi-government loans, and the remaining 000 million ponnda 
are British Inveaimenta in India. A return of 6 per cent on thia anm amonnfo to 
nearly 48 erores of rupeM and this ia a huge drain. Waya and meana abonld be 
deviara to atop thia huge drain. Besides these things the invisible export of capital 
in the fleld of chipping, banking and inanrance is another additional drain upon the 
eonntry*B retonreea. Foreign naiiks and insurance companies drain nearly 10 
eroree every year. Not content with this they adopt variona tactics to rain 
indigenons institntions by rate-war. withholding of facilities and discrimination. 

The shipping operations are the sole monopoly of foreignera. Hera^ can yon 
develop the trade of the eonntry with these handiesps T We should legfuate 
fimmediately to reserve the coastal trade to Indian shipping, to create a Rtorve 
Bank to control the exchange and cnrrency of the eonntry and enact laws to promote 
the growth of Indian Inanrance enterprises. The Government have delayed theee 
calotary iegielations by variona tactics. 

The Comroirfee appointed by the Government have supported these meaaorea. 
The history of other nations warrants the introduction thereof. There is equity 
and inatiee in onr demands. How long can yon wait T Ton are getting poorer 
every day. If you allow this drain to go on you will be getting poorer still every 
day yon delay these measures. 

until we get the neresaary constitutional 

trade aLd oommeree effectively by preaching „ ^ 

are well-established and reputsble Indian Shipping Companies. Banka and.Inatiintions 
with which we can have all our business uone and thus prevent the ontgo of 
Indian capital through these aounm 

It is in times of such stupendous economic stagnation that we are grimly re- 
minded of the thoroughly helpless situation in which Indian buainesamen are placed* 
Few indigenons indnstrics have yet come under the notice of the Traiff Board and 
fewer still have received the good graces of the Government. Plenty are the 
reaonroes of thia country for the msDufocturo of textiles, vegetable oils, cement, 
pepere, painta and varniahc", and metola and machinery but the tariff of 
Government towards alien enterpriaea, and the day-to-day administration of the 
eonntry are all niedy adjusted for the promotion of foreigners* bosineae at tM 
expense of the nationals. The fiscal policy of the country is nominally In the hands 
of the Government of India and each Secretory of State from Mr. Montogn down 
wards has never been tired of reiterating it time and again, but in practice Chs in* 
tereato of Lancashire Mills or of Birmingham foundries or of Glasgow ahip-yarda 
have bera the determiniog factors in all Indian questions, whether politieal or 


powers to • legislate w'e can help the 
Swadrahi to our own people. Tber 


Position of Inoian Insurance Companies 
Insurance is an Important field in commercial enterpriae for the national mos- 
perito. According to the latest Blue Book published by the Government of India, 
nearly 245 Inanrance Gompaniea are doing businesa in India, of which only 07 ana 
Indian companies. Among the Indian (Jompanies only a dosen oflicea tranaa<*t general 
Inenranee business and the others are all purely Life Irisnranoc Companivs. The total 
hisaiittoe income in both life sod other linesismonut to nesriy 8 three fourth oroies 
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of nipeei, of which 6jf erons reprenot Ufe Inrannee pmniaiii «id the other 2f( 
croKt rt^resent Fire, Marine, Motor and other tinea of inannnce. Nearly 3 erorea 
pi mpeea go to the account of non-national companies in Life Insurance Business and 
in the other lines the Indian Companies earn only 41 lakhs out of the crores. 
On account of Insurance alone there is a drain of nearly five crores. This is really a 
scandalous state of things. Other countries have introduced leffislation puttinnc 
, vestrictioos on the activities of the non-national con jcrns. Recently, Turkey has 
passed a law setting up a state monopoly for reinsurance to prevent foretgu 
exploitation. China has introduced similar Iqpslation and even a small State like 
Siam has taken a similar sh^ No doubt thm is no such legislation in England 
where their own people ar t patriotic enough to insure in their own national 
concerns. But such a legislatiou is lu^ccssary in India, without which the Indian 
Companies cannot thrive in the face of the rate-war and the indirect help rendered 
to the non-national companies by the Enropcan Commerce and Exchange Banks. 

Indian insnranco coinpanies* policies are not accepted by Exchange Banks when 
negotiaiiiig bills of* foreign export and tradis associations in England rule out in 
contracts that insurance )>oliciea of British coropsnies only arc accepted. In 
jlmerica. insurance business is eoiitrolkd by the State and no company can operate 
there without obtaiotug a license, which enjoins a deposit of neeessary reserve in 
American aectiritics to meet the obligations of the American business. During the 
Japanese earthquake., the losses fell heivily upon many foreign insurance companies, 
and the Oovernni^mt of Janan assisted th*»ir nationals to recover their claims from 
these mmpaiiiea by ext«*ndfng credit facilities. Similarly, the non-Indian companies 
must ijiveat a proportion of their income iii India to meet their oi)lig:itions efieetively 
in times of great and severe tosses. Otherwise, th^^re is^ no ade^uaio Bocuriiy for 
Indians for placing their business with foreign companies, and it is a duty of tbi*! 
Govcrniu^fjt to introduce su *h a legialation, 

Isfe insurance companies contribute to the accumuUtion of wealth of a^ nation 
by eneouragiiig thrift among its population. This accumulated wealth in turn 
can ^ utilisea for the industrial and economic developiusnt of the country. 

Similarly, legislation is badly requiitd in the matter of amondment of the Indian 
Companioa Act which U too much out of da^e. It is quite in keeping with the 
progress of the times that wh enever such a revi.5ion is undertaken proper safeguards 
yhould be introduciHi for the interests of policy-holdsrs, as in the case of proprietory 
l ife i ftsnrance companies and of de|> 08 itors in banking iuf til ur ions, by securing for 
them ftu cfleclivo voice and control iq- the urlmlnist ration. 

The Trade Depression 

The year JtXiO h Ell eventful year. The depression in trade has given rise to 
great distress in our country. This depression is attributed to world causes. While 
It may partly be due to world causca, the unsympathetic exchange and currency 
policy of the Government has contributed in a greater measure to auravate the 
situation. No doubt, India buffered in comratui with the rest of the worhl, hut her 
BUfierings are greater owing to the bigger fatt in prices in agricultural produce than 
in manufactured articles aiKf the rndifiVrenco of unsympathetic Government pnympt 
in adopting remedial raeasuies. This itiditteitncf of the Government has recoiled on 
themselves as much as it has affected the people so that the Provincial Ghivern- 
ments, the Central Governmtmt and the local authorities are all faced with the 
problem ol huge revenue deficits. In a period of heavy buainesa losses, the 
oommerdfti public are. on that account, beii>g saddled with another inopportune 
buraen » the shape of additional direct and indirect taxes. The Government have 
shown themselves totally lacking in a correct appreciation of the snflTerings of the 
f^ple bceause the idea of adjusring expenditure to the revenite has never occurred to 
thorn, while they n^rd the expenditure budget as more or less sacrosanct. The 
Gownment of India have .now covered their whole deficit with new taxes in the 
teeth of the bitterest opposition in the Legislative Assembly, and hereafter propose 
to enter on elaborate consultation with the Provincial custodians of the purse ana 
tlw mercantile houses and public insritutions ns to the scope for retrenchment in 
Government offices. It has always been the case that by the time these 
Wreochment Oouimittces report the Government will have turnea the corner and 
Jbf”* will be 00 need for D trenchment, If the Government, had proceeded in a less 
balf-hmrted manner and left a few crores to be made by the Retrenchment 
Committee from euta in the departments, the people would have had greater 
eoofidcDoe io them and would not have grudged to be taxed extra in emergencies. 
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INDIA IN PARLIAMENT 
Dekle n Rml Table Cnferam 


HOVSE OF C0MM0J^S^2Bth. JANUARY im 

Immedia^W after gueBtion in the Oommone, the Premier initiated the debate on 
the Round Table Conference by morine an ndjoumment. The debate wee in the 
nature m a review of the work of the Round Table Conference. There waa no fbraBal 
notion before the House and there waa no division. Lord Readinir, Earl Rnaaell, 
Lord Burnham and I^ord Lloyd were present in the Peer*s Gallery. The 
Dominions gallery was full. 8ir Leslie Wilson and Bir MicWI O’Dwycr were also 
present. 

Prim iftVitster, moving an adjournment, said : '‘As the House knows, this 
is being done to enable a statement to be made to-day on the Round Table Confer* 
ence. To enable the House to discuss it 1 should like to begin bv emphasising the 
fact that the present position has bt^en the result of evolution taken step by step, 
each with its inevitable consequence of a further step being taken later on. 

1 see by the newspapers that Mr. Cliurebill proprose to make some oiiservatlons 
which I am informed wilt be highly critienl. I hope the Right ITon*ble Gentleman 
will not forget, however, his own eonneetion with this evolution. He waa a member 
of the Cabinet and President of the Board of Trade in when the Ktng>Emperor 
made the proclamation to Priiuc's and iieoples of Intlin read by the Viceroy in the 
durbar held on the 2nd November 1908 and in that proc inination tbia sentence 
ocenrs : 

‘Trom the first principle of represeniative iiisiitutions began to be introduced 
and the time has come when, in the judgment of my Viceroy and Govcmor*Gencral 
and others of my councillors, that principle may priiuently be extended.** 

Later on, when the next step was taken, a proclamation was made to the 
people of India on 2Brd December 19l9, Mr. Churchill, stiil, with the sound theory 
of Cabinet responsibility, being one who sharetl rcHponsibility for the issue of the 
statement There it waa said ; 

**The Act of 1861 sowed the seed of representative irisi but ions and the seed, waa 
quickened into life by the Act of 1909. The Act, that has now become law, emmstt 
the elected representatives of the people with a definite share of the Governm^ 
and points the way to full responsible Governniout hereafter.*' 

Later, in the same proclamation it said, talking of the benefita that wu hud 
given India ; 

*'Bue there is one gift which yet remains and without which {the progress of u 
countrv cannof be cmitummnted—a representative of the people to dirt^cl her ufialfi 
and safegurd her interests. The defence of India again Hi foreign aggressian ia the 
doty of common Imperiaf interest. The control of doracstre cnnccriis is the burdcu 
which India may Icgitiumtely aspire to take upon her own abouldeva. The burdeo 
it too heavy to w borne in full until time and experitnco have brought the nece* 
wary atrengfb, hut opportunity will he given for esperri nee to grow and for oppor* 
tunky to ineiease with the capacity. Without it the wmk of Brtibh India will be 
iacomplete.’' 

It was tbetefere with wise judgment that the licginnings of reprrsentative 
mstttmfoiia were laid many years agr. Thrir scope has been exteudid stage by 
itwBB tt niil there now lies before ns the definite step on the road of Respoocible 

One fartte final deelamtion. I will qnoie the Ninth CUuse of the Revised 
Instmetion issued to Govemor-Ooneral of India by an order in Council on Mth 
Xareh Ififil and published In India on 8th .lone of that year. Tbia is how It reads ; 

“For, i^ve all thinp, It is onr will and pleasure that plana feW bp gut Paiiia* 
BBcnt for the progreasive realisation of responaiblo Government in BnMsb India as 
an integral part of onr Empire may come to fruition to the end that British lodig 
nsyattain Its due ifiaoe amongst our Dominions.** , , . 

bat was in 1921. There is also the speech made by my predecessor (Mr. Baldwin) 
in whfeh he says t 
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**8iDee ihtt gnat ftrida towards the goal has been made and in all Joint aetifities 
of British Commonwealth of Nations India niw plays her part and in the fntlness of 
lime we look forward to seeing her on eqnal partnership with Dominions.” 

That was In May 1627. I quote that to Uame nobody bnt to praise erery-body* 
when be had the forethought and foresight to conclude before the event arises that 
event would one day arise and that it would be wisdom to recognise the faet 
I am talking as orirfly as possible on the Oonfereoee as the White Paper, 
which has beoome a Blue Book, is in the hands of the members and the Becretary 
irf State for India who bore snch heavy responsibilities with such success during the 
Oonferenoe (cheers) will be prepared to supply any details required. We sat for ten 
weeks from 12th November until l9th January. 

The Oonferenoe waa held^let there bo no miifUke about this— as the result of 
pledges given from time to time, whilst the enquiries were going on in India. It la 
pcmstly true that consuUatiotis took place and the oonferenoe as it met waa not 
^predlsely the same thing as we had in mind when we anrietpated that consultations 
should tske place. .1 do not make that by way of a confession. But what we found as 
we^s went on, was that the situation changsd.that new currents came into the scheme 
^ events, and that certain movements took place in India and I should have been, 
and my colleainies with me would have been, blameworthy rather than praise worthy 
If we had stack to the letter of declaration made in circumstances which no longer 
.esisted. 

Omr purpose wss .this. First of sin wo wanted a Conferenoe and if as days 
went on one obstacle after another waa pnt ki the way of getting the Confereitoe 
to meet, it waa my busmess and that of my cotleagu^w to remove those obstacles 
wnd U. with the removal -Of the olistaetps with a little variation of the plan, the 
fuan of the Joint Oommitiee of this House and the H >use of Lords having 
Brat gone over, we made up our minds in the mam as to who we were .lo propose, 
then having iome Indian repcesentativeB coming over not so mnuh in negotianing, 
pefhgps -as m a eoiisuitatiwe eapanity, if that is changed, then I plead guilty to 
anppaitiHg the change, but roy gnik consists in the variation -of the letter in order 
to soenre edeotively the lOpcratioN of the aptcil of the Con ference. 

**l must aay hc^re gmng ftmhcr bow miioh vverybody in the 'House, whether 
they mre oppoM to the business of the Conference or not. ought to .show their 
tbauka and gratitude to men and womeo. who came from India to take part in it. 

came at very great risk, not only to their reputation, they came at great 
iaconventenee and great toss. Everyone who h.'id the pleasure— and I am porf^ly 
certain that I am sptvdtiiig this with respect for those who sit opposite me— of 
co-operating with them, held them -in higher esteem as days went on and as we got 
closer and closer to giips wkb the tremendons proUlem whieh framing the coHStitu- 
tlsn fog Iwdta presents. We ought also to thank our experts. I never worked with 
a move cfRcieni body of meu imn ihiwe both litom Lidia OSce and in Indian 
Givit Service, who were jmertally told of to keep ns in touch with zealities and 
mevent oa from wakiiig ideas gk oat of coiKact with expsrteai>e. ’ 

**Tlien our raw mautial waa what waa koowa as the Simon Eeport I have 
alwady said and amd to the Owilevence, (1 hHve odthtog to witAdtaw tom what 
I have said and I will reptat it as often as may be neeessary) tha*. for that report 
fudto owes debt whiefa India, as time goes on, will be in better and atlU baiter 
poiitioo to upoveeiate. Oa that report we bad the benefits of tbe commeHts of the 
Oovemaeut of India. We also had the benefit of the report put la and the advice 
given by varioas Provincial Ckivemnients like the Paa}ab Provincial Ooverament 
IMgfding the very Intricate problem of minority representstioii in the Punish. We 
i35> had the Nehru Beport and and without these preparations, one and all. it 
would have been absolntely impossible for ns to have conducted the Imsioess of the 
Oonfereueet 

The purpose of tbe Confereoce was to ^ first of all, by personal oontaet, Che 
eonvictioo put into the hearts of those Indiana, at any rate who came here, that not 
only were the Qovmment but Parliament, the three parties and both Houses, were 
honestly endeavouring to meet the legitimate expeetationi of India. 

**We hiso by thia Conference, had the great advantage of ataring across the 
ConfeKnee Tmb the real protilems involved in further advance by onrselves and 
hiring the daimi of India pnt by some of the most able advoeaies India has got 
to*day and it gave also the opportunity of expresaing onr views of patting the 
problem tom our poiot of view and of putting into eommoo pool the ezpenencsa 
which we had of governing India oo that they mifi^ he mixed up with tbe 
•xperleacce which Indiant imd of being governed by os. In that way things that 
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one. qwtioo was» was it poMible to pnte it f If it was ponibla it oi«^ 

^ bSJEim« II it waa not poaaible thao no agneineiit waa BOMtU^ 

‘*lSm waa no diiBeoltf abont tho proviiieea. Honommble Maotbefa wQl find the 
Fiofineial akaiah dawn out bw the CommtUae No. II, the aport of whoa work 
thqr iHll dnd in the Bine Book. Ihare it is propoaad to atabush ordinary annMn* 
tatm institntions, provisionally ineretso the seats in the Legislatares of the provinoes 
and lower the maehiee provisionally. It is not agreed u to the figua beoanse 
lodhylie aro pressing fbr a little more, but to lower fanehlse. so that it may be 
inersaaed by anything between 10 and 22 per cent. Than the Eaaentlva ihidl he 
hrfd Jointly icq^albie to the Icgislaturo just on the model of ordinary wastani 
npreientauve institntions. But osotral responsibility is the problem. Before we hsd 
mot many hoars, a statement made by a representative of the Prinees removed a 
greid deal of the diffienlty. The Princes declared that they were now prepi^ to 
oomk Into a ledsfatton and further they were not merely dealing with British India 
but with the States as well. 

**ibak the Oantral La^atare would be representative of the three elements 
. British India, States, andf Oovernor>Qeneral representing the Crown in so far as his 
' being the custodian of certain reserved subjects made it necessary that his advisers 
on those reaerved-sabjoeta should have access to the Central Legislature. ~The ques- 
tion atoee how the Central Legislature could be composed, how elected. We could 
not pursue that to the end. but the proposals were noted and the discussions showed, 
I think, that here again, with a little bit more time, so that the various alternatives 
might he proposed and devices suggested, agreement can be made. The Honourable 
Bfonben will find that discussed in considerable detail in the report of the Sub- 
committee No. 1, over which Lord San key presided wiili snch conspicuous success. 

'Then the question of the powers of the Central body arose. I would just content 
myself by referring the Honoormble Members to the schMiile of subjects which they 
w3l find in two parts of the Blue Book. It is quite obvious that the power of the 
Central L^slatnre, when it is created, first of all must be largely a matter of eata- 
longing and schednling aud the first attempt has been made in the Blue Book. 

^T&n the question of reserved subjects arose. It is perfectly obvious that 
defence is a matter which must be reserved, certainly for the time Ming. Bsternai 
relatioDS is another. This again Involves the relation of responsible advisers of the 
Gtoveruor-General to the Central Legislature and Central Esccutive. That is another 
little complexity of the constitution, but it has been met before. Fortunately, there are 
a lew precedents for that. So there are various ways in which it can be dealt with. 
Qonstitutions with precisely the same provisions to meet precisely the same problems 
are in working order and have been in working order. To all intents and purposes, 
as ftf as the machine^ is concerned, though the constitutional spirit and purpose 
ate difiTereot, it is akin to the provision made by the pre-war German constitution 
when Ministers, without being members of tbs lleicbstag, could sit at elevated plat- 
forms at the end of the Chamber and address the assembly. 

*'There is a kind oC reserved sulnect which is not fully a reserved subject, though 
it is rat^r in the nature of one. These are subjects which have to be determine.! 

safeguards. First of all there is finance. 1 am dealing with central authority. 
Quite Aviously, if there are reserved subjects like Defence under control of the 
^vernor-Qeneral, the Governor-General must be secured to finance what is required 
for tte exeroise of bis authority as custodian of those reserved subjects. 

“So ite first condition of the transfer of responsibility for finance to the eseentive 
is the gnarantees and saf^srds that have to be put in with regard to the finance 
of reserved subjects. Methods for doing that arc accordingly in the report. Then there 
is anotlser group of financial guarantees. The Secretary of State has undertaken 
obligations ior loans and such things in India’s interests and as representative of 
: India and these obligaCioas must be covered by way of a safeguard. Then there is 
the general position of confidence and credit. It is essential that in the transfer t'> 
India of any form or any amount of financial responsibility care must be taken 
that the transfer is not to be accompanied by loss of confidence or damped credit. 
Otherwise* India will suffer very severely in the course of the transfer. Here Oi^ain, 
^ proposal is made in the work of the Sub' Committee concerned that a Federal 
Reserve Bank, outside political control, should be cEtablished, becar^'c such a bank, 
we are advised by our fiMsncial advisers, will tend to maintaiu the credit of India 
and A\M it from the Buffering which it might have to undergo if rny sort of panic 
on lank of confidroce arose regarding its financial administration. 

**Thea there are some general sareguards, the iiiaintenRiioe of tranquility, Law and 
Older and ME) edf A great deal is oeing made about this. I that some of our 
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ciito m placing far much empbttit QpoD ptper inofiaioDa. Thara ara anab 
•aft^fua^ in the oparatioD. at Icait in tha bael^und, in fmsf fnt conaUtiithm In 
the world. We have them here. All that the mfegu^ amonnta to is that In Ifen 
Cfant of emergency, i^r must be in aomebody’a handa to piotcet tha Stale and 
to aaa ^t law and Order are not allowed to go to rack and min, withont any 
fdtampt being made to keep them atable. Thia la not a aafegoaid augnalad to be 
impoaed upon India becauae we cannot truat her, aa I aeo aome m the ludlea 
papere aro trying to make out. Thia it a aafeguard tranaported from eaery Ime 
eonaUtution, where it la in jome abape or form into the Indian conatitution and H 
la Mt meimt to be used iii ordinary timet. It ia meant aimply to be latent in the 
backgrounda and we impretted upon the Indiana who were hen that, on no account 
were they to allow Indian opinion to assume that that waa going tobe an active po w er 
acerciacd by the Governpr-Oeneral but that the leaa it waa niediand if It were elaaoet 
forgotten, the better would Britain be pleased with regard to the aueoeea of the 
working of the constitution. 

**Then there are certain special problems. It has been propoicd by every 
community, from the Mahomedans to the tiniest minority of fndiwi (%neUim» 
that when the constitution has been drafted, it must contain a IMafration of Rlgbta 
of individuals irrespective of caste, creed, community or anything elae and il that 
Declaration is made, there must bo some reserve power and aome vaff^ard given 
to ihe Government of the proTinccs or Governor-General of Indub 

'‘Subject to these provisions a Ceutral Executive respoDsible to the ligiilatniu 
should be established and recognised. There is one other gr^ misnoderitanding 
which 1 ace is being made a good deal of. It is stated that this exeeutive, IhS 
Ministry is to be np|)oiotccl by the Governor-General and we are told by come of 
our critics in India that that means that hois going todo this out of his own ftw will. 

Those of us, who bad sat in the front Opposition benches, and who are aitting 
here, know perfectly well that wc are appointed by Hia Majeaty and that la all that 
is meant by this. The Governor-Gcocral sbail appoi.it these Hiniatera in preeiaely the 
same way as liis Majesty himself appoints His Government hm and to aeenie 
that, there will be instructions m the Instrument of Jnstmotiona Isaucd to the 
Governor-Geuerai as soon ns this condition of afi'airs is ia being in India. 

Therefore, it is possiblo to create at the centre, a Legislature and a Executive. There 
will be certain reserved subjects for the time being and there must be certain 
safeguardB and most unfortunately, in the enumeration of saleguarda (which muit 
be £)ne), the substance of the safeguards and the activity of the clauica enumerated 
will give them an importance which as a matter of working fact, they will never 
have, unlesa the whole constitution is going to break down. 

On reserved subjects, on the conditions imposed on Bnaiiee, (let there be no 
mistake about this) there must be n certainty so as to prevent risk. That will be 
only during the transitional period. There must be safeguards and condittona 
imposed which will save Indian credit from bankrupt cy. 

‘'Another group of problems which faced us will have to be dealt with in the 
constitution and that is the minority problems and community problema. These 
divide themselves into two divisions the general problem of minorities and of 
various communities and provisional aspects of those problems. This is going to be 
one of tho most difficult problems wc have to face. It is a very curious problem and 
if Honourable Members who arc interested in these constitutional and pol’Ueal points 
care to i-^ carefully the Minor* tics Committee's Report and certain parts of the 
reports of Sub-Commitee Xo 1 where this question is dralt with, 1 promise* them 
one of the most jfascinatingly interesting studies which tbety have undertakeu. 
It is full of profound interest. Of course it is historical. You build up a 
legislature as this is built np by constituencies. Voting in constituencies it not to 
t fike place and cannot ut the moment take place in the way that vcMiog in the 
constituencies takes place wheix^ you might have an aristocrat as one candidate and a 
working man as another. ‘ . . ^ . ..i, 

“You would have your const it utneicH divided up into sections with _ certain 
number of working class constituencies where nobody but the working men could 
run as candidates, a certain numlK*r of, say, the (Church of England constitawena 
which nobody but a communicntii.ij: member of the Church of Englagd could ron 
until you 6lled up the hundred per cent of your constituencies in 
before any election took place, it would he iKiifccily certain that the Church of 
England people would have, say, per cent of th*^ scats here and working class, sy, 
‘^5 cent and so on. 'fhat is the simplest and crudest form of claim that is made. 
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€0 twiMlf ol the ferkme oommanities. That means that if 6?ery oonatitaeney is to 
he eer>aisihied as to the commniiity or interest there will be no room left for the 
of what we consider to be pnrelj political organisations which conid 
sd all oommmiitiea, all creeds, all classes and all conditions of faith. 

Is ooe ol the proUeiDS which has to be faced because, if India is going to 

develop a fobnsl political life, there must be room for national political parties 
baaed fmoo conceptions of India’s Interest and not upon conceptions ru^ins the well- 
befog os aoy field that is smaller or less oompteheosife than the whole of India. 

fUen there Is the modified proposal regarding that. A proposal is made that 
shonld not be community coostitneocies with a community resjster. but there 
'* be a common register in the constituencies, but that with the common 
a certain percentage of represoitation should be guaranteed to certain 

dec. It Is first a proposal in a somewhat more attractive democratic form 

bat still essentially the same. Another problem which faces us from that point of 
▼lew Is^ if your legislature Is to be composed in these water-tight compartments how 
yon are gouig to appoint your ezeentive. The claim is put in that the Executive, 
uPt is the administration, the Oabinet shall also be divided into water-tight 
cff— p ftftmyp tf r 

**N^ that is the most fascinatingly difficult problem that is in front of us and of 
the Indian oonetitution. When you bring it down to the provinces there are two 
mat jwovinoea peenliariy anhject to this demand of the oommunities.— Panjab where 
tibete an three important oommunities, Musaalmans, Hindus and Sikhs and Bengal 
whan then ia eonteat between Ifiosaalmans and Hindus. The trouble comes in here 
curiously enough. Take Punjab lor instance. The Mussalman i^pulation is 55 per 
cent of the Punjab population, but, owing to qualifications required iu order to get 
tiw nasM on the register the Mussalman roisters show o^ 46 per cent. Mussal- 
mans an poor and an not qualified to the same extent as Hindus.” 

Mr, biac Foot interpolatM : "And there are more children.” 

Jho Brime Minioter : “Yea and there are more children, but there it is and the 
claim then la that npreaentation in the Provincial Legislature should not be 
npnsentation as ahown by population. And with the Sikhs the question of 
weUtsge oomes in and oo on. And it is very difficult to convince so very dear, 
dellmtlol people that if you give ooe community weightage you cannot create 
weigntage out of nothing ; you have to take it from somebody else. When they 
dlsmer that, they become very confused indeed and find that they are up against 
A briokwtll. Hm agiin, I mm profoundly convinced that an agreement can be made 
which will be aatiafa^ry to all sides. As a matter of fact, in tLe case of the 
l^jab, I got it down to a dHTerence of only one seat and it has never been so close 
as that bmre. If we had had more time it is probable that we should have 
SBCCocidcid in raadiing a settlement. 

**I am afnM tli^ the Houses .espemally if it has read the Blue Book, will feel 
that I have amid quite enough. On the outside there are whole questions, the details 
of whi^ I need not go into. About Burma we have accepted the principle of 
oeparation and it ia going to be given effect to by a careful enquiry and the adjust- 
ment of elaims. The North-West Frontier Province will, under the proposal of the 
Oommltlee^ become a Governor’s province with certain modifications. The creation 
of fSind ae an Independent province will be made if an expert committee on finance 
CT p ort a It be done. 

‘*I wonld like to draw the attention of the House to the resolution in Blue Book. 
It b the only resolution ecTried at the Conference. When it was all over, when all 
lepoKte hid Been put in, oonaidered and recorded the Conference unanimously (I 
believe there b one debate who said he did not quite rgree to something, but 1 
am right in saying unanimously) etrried the resolntlou : 

^ *That thm reports, provbional though they are, together with the recordAl notes 
attaehed to them, afford in the opinion of uie Oonference material of the highest 
valne lor nae in the feaming of a constitution for India, embodying aa they do a 
•nhitantial meaaom of agreement on the main ground pbn and many nelpfal 
indbatione of poinb of detaib to be further pursued and the Conlereooe Ms that 
ananfsmento ehonld be made for pursuing, without interruption, the work upon 
It has been engegsd, faidudliig the provision In the constitution of adequate 
I M Momaliiuuia, Deprsmed Claim, Sikhs and all other important seciiona 

eoBchmoD to the Oonlerenoe. The general 
down lor fillbg in the details and so I ask 
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^ ^ ^ Gofommeot pnnainic the probitat Id daUdl in ooniiiHn* 

tiOBwitli KpriMoUtiTe lodimni and eonstitntional ezpeitt. 

. han almoft been raacbed— I am nol at all fare, I ahould not bi^to 

raatifled in MTinff that it has actually bm reached— when we diirold b^n oor 
pMnn tnM drate. If we refused, snpposing we do not do this, what me tlie 
pioapeets 7 Repression ; nothing but repression and it is a very eiurioiie le pt wlo n , 
v» nnoomfortable repression and a kind of repression from whieh we ahnil 
get miher emit nor success. It is the repression of the masses of the people— f 
great proportion of these masses being women and children. 

It IS repression not of organisations, not of bodies but it will develop into n 

reprsMiOD of a whole population. If we are prepared to march oor soldiers from 
Hiowayas to Gape Comorin, then refuse to allow ui to go on.” 

^ * If we are preMred to subdue by force not only the people but the spirit of the 
time refuse to allow us to proem. If we are prepared to stage for the whole 
wpnd to behold the failure of our political genius and at the ssmo time provide it 
with a spectacle which will bring our name and our fame very low indeed, then 
refou to allow us to go on. If, on the other hand, you wish to bind India to yon 
hj bonds of confidence and make her happy within your Esspire and Oommonwemth, 
if you wish to hear her praise you in gratitude and remain with you In prlde^ then 
accept the work that has been done by the Conference and instruct the Government 
to proceed with it to its complete conclusion.” (Cheers.) 


8ir Bamwl Boar€ agreed with every word of the Premier rogerding the Indian 
delwcatea. He said that it was a great privilege and profit to him to ait at the 
Conference day by day with the Indian colleagues discussing questions of the great- 
est complexity end importance to both India and British. 

Sir. 6. Hoare said first that it was of great importance that for a long period the 
Conference concentrated the attention of Britain, the Empire and India on qnesUona 
that were often insufficiently considered. It was not jmssible to exaggerate the 
services which the delegates had performed. DiscuBsIng the report of the snb* 
committee, Sir. S. Hoare considered that there were three main reenlts : 

(1) The emergence of an All-India Federation as a practicable, programme. In 
wbidb connection Sir. S. Hoare paid a tribute to tbo Simon Commission, who had 
made the Federation the very bMia of their work ; 

(2) The. fact toat all bad agre^ on the introduction of responsible government 
in the Provincee and 

(3) The fact that every member of the Conference, to a greater or lesser degres, 

had accepted the necessity of safeKaards. ^ ^ . « 

Sir. & Hoare pointed out that Conservatives considered that a msasare of general 
ent had been reach^, but there were serious questions which bad been scarcely 



tional advance. Sir. S. Hoars mentioned the quesiipns M Mlnorl- 

ties aa concrete exaMles of the difficulties and said tb^Uie 
creating difficulties, ftey were Inherent in ^ problem. They were w stubborn am M 
incontrovertible that be was certain that they we«.onIy to w aolved m a spirit of 
goodwill and co-operation and with a frank admission of their CTist«ce. 

Sir. S. Hoaio added that the CoDScmitives were realists and 
foee facts. They did not like promises which they were not sore of 
while t^ reoogpis^ the great changes occurnng in the East, there were osrtein eoMBn 


<» MtS.. ^ 

the Crown. Internal security and financial atebility 

taetioB of minoritiea moat still be our solemn qWi^n. Untoascrim^^ 

egainet Britisli traders must be prevented Md the ngbte of tjo 

Leet^, the oonstitution most be maintain^ on a sure a^ ptwle lminda^.^miie 

aie oar londamental inteiesta in India. We WitSita^^dSiSaSeJB 

Msd natiopal ohareeter if we abandon^ Hhtm. CJJf 

thaae leipecte, diow na that the constitution can be framed wita eoeetm aasegaavae 
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the wetoin of governineut will heve a naionable ehance of working and 
•P*** woidi or oiipoae a iiroposal became of 

“Si!f ^ matter. 

•Hie OonemaUTee DO Um than any party In the House wished to see a peaceful 
and omtcoM India in which the Bntisn and Indiana would work aide by side with 
no Iteling of inequality of status. Britiun'a task in India was &r from accomplish- 
* entering on a new phase in which partnership and co-operation should 

be the moving prmciple. Sir 8. Hoare did not expect peace with irreconcilable ex- 
mmists, but he was certain that we would pull through and live to see the paitner- 
•hlp of which he had spoken. 

.. prefaced his speech with the remark that he was well aware that 

there were all kinds of aoomalios in the E. T. C. proposals, but declar^ that there 
WM no anomaly so great as a Government of India by the British people. He said 
inat the noattcr was important before all others that came before the Mouse.^ Thu 
enwerence bctwwn q friendly India and an alienated India was so great that no 
sca^man could appr^iate it and no e(*ooomiBt could compute it. Mr. Foot paid a 
inonte to the Premier and hoped that he would allow nothing to interfere with 
jlie rampl^ion of the task. He paid a tribute also to I/ord Sankey. Mr. Beun and 
oir «^hD Simon, but for whom the Conference, if held, would not have succeeded. 
Ur. foot emphasised the importance of not delaying the carrying on the work of 
ihe tkmferepee. He said good faith was equally important. It was good faith that 
present Viceroy a most honoured man in India. Mr. Foot hoped that 
alter niB fine work was completed, it would be continued by another whose name 
was noDourably associated with India. Mr. Foot considered that some criticism 
made here ivas unworthy of Britain and asked the critics what was their alterua- 
uvc. What would they have said to the statement of Dr. Sapru when he ended his 
iq a certain sense might influence the future of the world. 

“*^•1*004 said that the difficulty with India was that the common seutiment was 
to authority. Prison In Britain meant a mark of degradation, but in India, 
P®"uhi was imprisoned, prison meant a badge of honour. The question was 
juemer the spirit deserved praise or blame but what was to be done with it ? 
iu * •*' referred to the emphasis laid on responsibility at the centre and said 
inat It WM Quite clear that if it was not granted, the Conference woold fail. An 
unqualified demand had been made for it while the Princes had made it clear that 
tnqy would only federate with a self-governing British India. Mr. Foot paid tribute 
Beading whose declaration w4s ‘’the great divide on tho Conference.*’ 

. J; 00 t admitted that there wei'c risks in central responsibility, but pointed out 

)k J would be the greatest snfTerer by disturbance and chaos. Ho regretted 
inat tue minorities' problem had not been settled, but pinned his faith in this regard 
M women of India. 

Mr, loot continued : *‘1 believe that the demand for Self-Government is mainly 
a claim for status. It is not merely a claim for material ends. India a few years 
ago was swept with anger because of the treatment of her Nationals in other parts 
Of the Empire The Imperial Conference of 1923 did something to restore confidfence. 
Jie . believes that he Is equal to any race in the world and that he is not one of the 
subject people? and ignorant race. He has civilisation with ours, not always to our 
advuta^ He sees in our Western civilisation much that he does not want in 
luoim Ho believes that in our Western civilisation there are some elements he 
would adopt, but he wants to adopt them as a free man, not because he is obliged to 
^ do BO as a member of a subject race. It is not a claim merely for status but also 

Indian people the love of Liberty and 'when we are 
told uat GamUism and all it stands for is to lie crushed, I ask. “what are we to do 
with English literature ? If the literature of Liberty is excluded, practically all 
litoratnra we have will bo excluded.” 

Blr. Foot referred to the disabilities of the depressed claBScs and said : we do 

not establish safeguards for their protection tWr blood may cry out against us. 
We have placed upon us the great responsibility of dealing with these people. If I 
had any Mvioe to give to tho future Governors it will bo : *Let your main concern 
be for these peope.’ They may be defenceless now but one day they will be 
stiODg. As thete is justice upon this earth there is no bank that can keep back for 
ever the aoeumaiited sufferings of these people. The real test of the progress of 
India twenty yem hence will be, Vhat have you done lor these people r I am a 
believer in sell-|pbvemment for India, because 1 believe that upon those lines there is 
the best hope m these people.” 



•1^ * commoii Iftogtim and recogoitioo of juBtice» would it not be a most lamentable 
tldeg if tli^ long a^ honountble afsBociation should now bo broken in the mldat 
of anger, hatred and ill-will ? 1 believe that along thid lines of the proposed settle- 
ment that asteiation can be maintained and that problem cannot be solved except 
apoo lines of fHcndship. 

Major Oraham considered that the release of Mr. Gandhi and others showed 
great courage and foresight. He said that they were making an attempt to rede^ 
pledges often given. This would open a new chapter in the history of India— a 
momeatons chapter for India and Britain. He hoped that India would accept it in 
the spirit in wmch the offer was made. 


Bir, J. Simon pointed out that the Conference bad accomplished two very great 
things firstly, the princes bad been brought into a discussion not only with Bntish 
bat with their own British Indian compatriots on the constitutions! question ; 
secondly, it had begun the work of bringing British politicians on the other face to 
face with the stui^ndous difficulties of the Indian problem and sncceedcd in 
getting rid of suspicion and misunderstanding in a rcniarkablo way. Bir. J. Bimoii 
thought that the contrast between Indian and British ways of looking at things cons- 
titute a large part of the difficulty in constitutional discuBsions. Me was glad there 
had been an opportnniiy of meeting Indian statesmen and contemplating the nature 
of some problems but thought that Parliameut would not discharge its duty uiilcws 
it was assured that the scheme would work. 


Bir. J. Simon had not expected the R. T. C. to reach agreed conclusions on every 
point, but, without wishing to deprecate the good work, ho wished that it had b^u 
possible to carry some matters further. He referred in this connection to the pro- 
portion of States in the Central Legislature, the position of their representatives 
when British Indian affairs were discussed, Paramountcy, commuual problem and the 
question of representation of minorities in the Executive. He emphasised that he 
waa not trying to minimise the results achieved, but felt that until more progress 
was made on some of these main heads, it was impossible to feel quite confident how 
tho proposals would work. , , 

Bumming up. Sir. J. Siroou said that firstly, ho rejoiced at the Confcronce's suooeM 
ill securing the Princes’ adhesion to the idea of Federation ; secondly, inevitably in 
the time available the Conference had been unable to produce a practical solution of 
so many most difficult and cardinal matters and ; thirdly, while recognising how 
much satisfaction the formula of responsibility with safeguards could give, he waa 
unable to regard the unformulated safeguards on vital matter as mere questions 
of dcUil, unce the formulation of the methods whereby safeguards would 
work into the scheme was really the essence of the scheme itself. They 
were fnndaroental. He did not believe that even the bro^ outlines of the 
Indian constitution, could be regarded as satisf^torily laid until these 
main matters were nearer settlement. I^astly. Sir. .1. Simon urged that the good 
work of the Conference should be recognised as the Ixwinmng not the end, Me 
begged Parliament now to undertake its own duty and aiM qontribute with jpatioDM 
anTgood-will to tho practical work of recasting the constitution and devdoping t^ 
responsibilities of India. Before concluding, Sir. J. Simon look ^ opp^unity m 
there has never been a debate in the House, of coum, on the Simon OommiadM’s 
report”, of expressing his deep obligations to his colleagues of all parties who bad 
served wi^ him iu the enquiry. 

Mr. Okurchill, who made it clear that he was 
sition, considered that the handling of Indian afi^n 

had been moat unfortunate and had alr^y Jed to which_ jggf 

lamented. He asked why the proccduie dwided upon 

waa appointed had not Imn observed. M^r.OhurchiU^dthat^^^ 

saff’TSc' »ssir rtss. 'is SiS3*s«.i «; 
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«oi ftD AQCboriMd conttitnait aaienbly came to the eooehiBioo whieh wu Qtteik 
onloNMo tfw a jair an io almoit ao j qoarter of the Houee. Mr, Ghniehai. aiM 
that the imoieoee bodv of knowledao zepraseoted by the Simon OommiNloQ’e lepact 
and the great body of reeaon and anthority represented by the Goremment of India 
had all bm set aside within a lew weeks and we were eonfconted with a oonstRit- 
tion outlined in Bine Book. In this historical landslide of opinion, Oonserfatife 
delegates almost alone kept their heads. The rapid landslide of British opinion and 
poliey has been acoompanied in India by a steady derelopment of nniesi, disorder, 


disl^lty and assasrination. 


. Ohurobill deolared that he accepted the Preamble of the Act of 1910 and also 
clause 41 of the Act. He said that the former showed the ultimate goal to whieh 
India might aspire and the latter the right of Parliament to ad? ance or restnct the 
derelopment of oonstitntional Government. Mr. Churchill declared that *we were 
not relieving ourselves of the burdens and responsibilities in India, but were meraly 
^ settling a scene for a more complicated controversy. The Conference’s scheme pro- 
vided no solution. The clash and agitation in India would continue, but th^ would 
no longer be confined to rioting in streets and demonstrations io the legislature. Ih^ 
would invade the heart and the brains of the Government of India. Two centuries 
of effort and achievement had given Britain her own rights in India when a 
nation found the whole position in jeopardy, there would be a sharp awakening and 
reaction of the most vehement character would sweep the country. 

Mr. Fenner Brockway^ after criticism of Mr. Churchill whose policy he said would 
have caused imprisonment, not of sixty thousand but of six hundred thousand, said 
that the extraordinary development since the beginning of the Bound Table Oonlerenee 
in pubhc opinion in Britain was largely due to the way in which Indian delegates 
had put thmr case, but a much greater force was the strength of the present move- 
ment in India. The unseen powers at the Round Table Conference had been Mr. Gandhi 
in jfil and behind him sixty thousand others. Mr. Brockway welcomed the release of 
Mr. Gandhi and others and urged the Govmment if it really wanted the Congress to 
purticipato in the discussions to open the prison doors of every politicid offenders, 
inciudiDg Meerut and 1919 plsoners. Mr. Brockway concluded wiOi the statement 
that Britain ultimate^ would have to recognise India’s right to full self-government 
and full self-^termination. 

Jfr. Lane Fox declared that Mr. Churchill was ignorant of the realities of the 
situation. Mr. Lane Fox did not wish to take a pessimistic view, but it would be 
fatal if Government encouraged the belief that there was any prospect of immediate 
suooesc'tem. the conference. This would not be achieved in a month or a year 
but would be spread over many years and many governments and it would be tiie 
duty of the government to carry on the work. 

Earl Winterton said that the two points which arose as a result of the Conference 
were, could the recommendations worked out eventually into a constitution, for 
India had to be governed, not only with understanding, out with a firm resolve to 
malm the new plan a success. 

Air. Oliver Stanley said that they wore trying to enlist Indians in governing India 
inviting their co-operation and good-will, but of what assistance would that be if Mr. 
Churchill’s programme became Britain’s policy ? Were the thousands in prison, were 
the e^ty deicnateo to the Bound Table Conference all to be classed as implacable 
in hatred and impervious to reason intent only on destruction. A movement like a 
Nadonalift movement was not to be put down by a few flam-boyant speeches or 
arm-chidr critics. 

It might ^ that wisdom, conciliation and good-will would fail, but Mr. Stanley 
bdieved that Ae delegates went to the Conference sincerriy anxious to find a settle- 
ment, which would bring peaco to India and preserve the obligations, duties and res- 
ponidoilitka of Britain. Mr. Stanley replied to some or Ohnrcbiirs and Sir J. 
Simon’s points and referring Ito the safeguards, emphasised that they were 
detsnainea upon the principle that Britain had certain obligations, which she could 
not Abandon. Mr. Stanley considered it natural that Indians attached importance 
to responsibility at the centre and said that Mr. Churchill would have had a grie- 
vsaoe if ha had entered the Commons, twenty-five years ago and been coudemnra to 
perpetnal Opposition. Mr. Stanley believ^ that t&j had to make it clear thatthere 
wem esetain nadasMntals by whimi they stood and from which they would not be 
frightened by diy thieeto end if those were granted, they should take thie perhaps 
tha iMt opportunity of bringing peace to a troubled land. 
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TlMl^ ^a^Zn fi rTt nmriiii^^i^ i!” ^ ^ “*^ ''?* dJ'Mweta*! w«S 

Ifc cSSSiU 2Sdi«i*S Ih^^lftnffot'hta SeS *.Sa 

the^nscrSitivc^ PartJTl ^MtTJViSy fcSr^ 


3S. sssara^ss.i"'* S ss^s^sL; 

jl^~gj4rr,;a.K?2^^ 

considijratioit a few week* or a few nUnths ago? 1 tSak 

TiiJi speeches delivered to-day, amonir then the 

Bxnech w Sir John bimon. The whole nitaation hns nitered beeauaZ coniMrv tA ahv 

SS^STSrS^i tte expcot,.jb,« of the mcm^rof Ac 8iS^"^,SS2S “liSJ 
has been thrown on the possible creatiou of a Federal system of all India.'’ * 

TT«SS ‘m?!- country hnU been cauxht by the ideu of the 

^I'^cfnre wo were on entirely fr& teiritory. Ihe wlSe 
BitinUon had l^n cluni^ini by the attitudes of the Princes. 

Pt^oKl^ ‘?.r5^pr •« Ac statement of Mr. ChnrchiU Ant the 
.Delegation had skilfnlly extricated Acmsclyes from k diffientt sSaatlon 
^ * ff^oni to use its own judgment. He iaid Mr. OhmSSim 
impression. Mr. Baldwin oontinned : 1 


»='*‘ i'*to:«b7confo;S;ce wlA Ihe .i?Kle iSTof'^g 
clftiAli **^*P^****"?K done and there was the ciuestion of ektri- 

Sc ?h« »» Mr. Cluircbill snys, rcKarding their having a free hand la 

vrouW nomt Ibi« niif is Imiited in Ihm way (it is quite clear to me and I 

\f ® "i It sbonld happen that we should 

hSJ2*^«51wk l^onald and the raembers behind him, who have only one 

T ^ implement, as far us wc can, what has been drae m the 

Pim on tot verv little indcjcd has been iij^recd to by the eonferenoCy but none the 
fede^systmiT^ ** agreement in principle that wo stould work for a 

•• T* imnIcraentinK the work. I should consider it my duty, 

f* L leading the Party still, to use every effort in n&y 

DOWer to bnnir albnnf'. *haf — '' i eu..* ff A 


-~:r. «'«« uikiivuibicM, oul I w'oulu lace i.aose uiincuiucB in toe nope 
fhSn° ni? ’*®*' Indian statesmanship was bankrupt. I do not believe tm 

tom will be any permanent solution of the question of Inaian Government until you 
am complete oo-qporation, understanding and goodwill between Indians and onredvea. 
f^v “ij tSfy friends would have sympathised with what Mr. Churchill said and 
1 ano uld^ life to put this point. They are all parts of a party who will be 
Kq^alme for carrying on His ’ Majesty’s Government and tnoy will have to 
aMwer^s question. We often hear it said in this country that what is wanted 
** * J!*s ^ able to form a very strong Government. 

it is Tery difucult to define what you mean by that, but assuming we are In 
•gwement os to what it means, 1 would say that it is perfectly possible you can 
"®P® ^ succeed upon that policy if there is unanimity among the poUtieal 
parties at home and an eftectivo policy. It was because both these preliminary 
®*P®®to were absent in the case of Ircland—and in the Irish qnestion one had a 
between the alternative of complete surrender or war— that I supported os 
a aaember of the G3vernin3at at the tim i the solution of surrender. None of ua 
bat it was the only choice. I merely point out that instance from hiakory, 
which I thiitk it well that all members should give considcratiou to before lespoosl- 
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Mto npim liMm for the consideretion of the greetcstaiid most diffieidt 

i M in the SmiMre to*dej. 

would iDilke one mote ob8OT?atioii. C do not know whether all my jper^ 


will iigrae. I am prafoundly convinced of it and that is that there is geaenl agcee- 
meat on priaeiple hot ^not in detail between the parties of this conntij. Unleas 
as kaneh agieeBient contHines as existed since the setting up of the PaniaeMntiy 
OamarisBloa. the Govecnment of India from London by one single party wilt be 
impossible, lielievuiir that, as I do, there will be no endeavour spared in niy psit as 
dniii^ abe past 18 months, none has been spared, to keep as fax as possime the 
parties in fine. It may mean not going as far as the Labour Party would like or 
batAmc than the Coaservatine Party would like, but to break up that unity means 
that the Prime hCniater and the Secretary of State for India should have no chance 
of nopIng with the government of that country. 

**lue difficulties are enormou) and parhsp4 there is no greater difficulty than 
that of anjodieating fairly aud rightly between the difiorent races and creeds, 
principally between Hindus and 3&slenis. That is the spot on which all who wish 
ill to an agreement will concentrate. If anyone wishcii to prevent .any chance of agree- 
ment and aettlement let him devote Itiinsclf in this country to breaking down the 
Phrliamentary unity and derote hhnself in India to making it impossible for agreement 
to take place. We have to watch these two spots. 'I'hc task ot those who have to 
go forward and progress in goversment is not an easy one. 

think we may take comfort in the lanioua phrase which was told me to-night 
of Lord Minto that no man is so strong as he that is not afraid to he called weak. 
Those who use their best endeavours to get a settlement will he at some stage cr 
another called weak and there arc few nieii per^ips who enjoy that. 1 do not nn- 
der-rate or minimise for a moment the difiieultieau They nrc difiiculties and they have 
to be laced by the Prime Minister now and undoubtedly at another ‘time. They will 
have to he faced by the members ou tins side or possibly by the Prime Munster 
again beeanse these difficulties will go ou for many years. Kvcii if a constitution be 
devised, two three or four years would not be long, for wc have by far the most 
difficult tasks we hsve ever nudcrtskeii. ff ever T am called again to bear 
responsibility. I will do all in my power, subject to whiit has been said by Mr. 
ritanl^ In uie matter of safeguards, and will do all I can to ensure that co-operation 
and that working together in equal partnership to carry out undertakings given again 
by Che Government of this country. ' 


Mr. Wedatvood Benn^ Secretary of State for India, said : 1 do not know whether 
Mr. OhurchiU will allow me to commisserate with him. 1 listened with the very greatest 
interest to his speech and made very copious notes for the purpose of technical reply 
to him but such unanimity has broken out in the House this evening that I feel, it 
will be idle on my part to attempt any ^ly. it all scorns to me, to use his own 
phrase, to be in the cabin of the ship of his; own opinions, rvhere, listening to the 
jazz music of bis own oratory, he is sinking in a calm sea of universal popular dts. 
approval. It Is not a job, which any one who enjoys contestH in the House, as I do, 
can look forward to. to explain w^hat has been explained and, so to speak, to be oons- 
tautly pushing at an open door. But perhaps the House will indulge me if, in an ob- 
jeotive way, I tried to explain who it is that the views expressed by Mr. Churchill to- 
night and others at other limes, are impossible for persons, who view the situation 
as it actttslly is to-dsj . 

“The central feature of Mr. Churchill's speech was this. He rejects th3 motion 
that responsibility at the Centre can he part of the new Indian Constitution. 

should like to pat to him. or any one who understands that— I do not confine 
myself to that particular point— tlic following objections to tliat, to which I have 
not been able to^ find any answer. The first objection is to deny the principle of 
Oentral Kesponsibility in Indian Government, is to fly fiat in the face of all pledges 
which have oaen given not only by members of ail parties but by representatives of 
the Brftiib Government. These pledges stand. They must be accepted or rejected. 
They hind this and all the futUi’c Governroeots and unless yon keep the pnnciple 
of leqMMihility of the Oentral Government of India you cannot say you are keeping 
thoie Xf) inlm him and the House so that he may frame his oinnion and eiacise 
his Jadgnient. It is remarkable that people, who have money to 1m 
in great eonmMial enterorises in India, should be backing this movement and m 
most signiniaiuv of £*• io the pan, which the u umcn of India are laying in the 
national movement. 8ome of them. 1 regret to say. arc in prison at present. 
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Mr. Balfour (Ck>n8ervaUve) interjected, “Hear, hear/' 

Mr. ^nn: Mr. Balfour says 'hear, bear. 1 am sure he mcafis that we are 
going to be responsible for the Oorernment of India. 

Mr. Balfour: **For a long time to come/' 

. . •? »*“« “« “k wliMUer be bw pKWwd 

bia^f to, bear real respoDeibihty for the GoTerumeot of India, tbia lante omitWt 
of 3M million people and nine provinces. Does be. capable and able ai be ie, feel 
capable of sittiog here haviug all the responsibility of ois const it ttenis in Hampstead 
as well as taking on this respousibility 

Mr. Balfour: “I say this moat dclibmicly. I decline to deny the responsibiKty 
of this country to India until wc are iviiain that a better constitution will be 
set up." 

Mr. Benn : ;*We arc en^^aged. with tho assiatniice of meu of all pariiee, in setting 
up such a constitution. I really dkl not intend to indulge in controversy. I did 
not think anybody would deny the practical truth of what I am saving.” 

Mr. Balfour : *'It is a matter of time." 

Mr. Benn : “It has been niv experience, in the few mouths I have been Hi 

oflice, that problems come up- the problem of railway policy, of commercial policy, 
the question of the action of the police, the qiiesliou of social |u>)i(‘y. How can *f 
even know the facts, let alone bring their responsibility, home to the tnenibers of the 
House i The task is practically impossible. Therefore, unless 3 'oii are going to hand 
the task over to the bureaucracy, you have to iind shoulders upon which, ns sn im- 
portant practical necessity, you can lay the task. 

^*The task on which we arc engngeu is that of trying to tiinl shoulders upon 

which that burden can be laid." People sometimes talk about ‘confcrriDg' 

responsibilities. 1 >youUI rather say imposing’ icsponsibilities. We want some one 
to carry burden and carry it with local know ledge and sober judgment.” 

Mr. Balfour : ”Aiid shirk our own." 

Mr. Benn : This has a bearing u|a>ii the question of ssfegiiarda. 1 would 

repeat what was mentioned by the Prime Minister regarding safeguards : 

wc believe that it is only by the coiifernient of duties that you can evoke 
strength and experience and if we desire to find "omc one that will bear the burden, 
it is obvious that the safeguards must be so framed as nut to undermine the 
responsibiUty of Ministers in the provinces and not to enable them to take shelter 
behind reserve powers of the Ciovernor. That is to say, the |)owers of the Minister 
must wax and the reserve emergency powers of the Goveroors must be kept in the 
background and wane. Wc desire to lend a helping hand. There is the difl'erence 
between the helping hand and the surgical boot. One strengthens while the other 
atrophies the limb.” 

*The second practical reason why we are conipcllcd to give Helf-Ooveniment to 
India is that no Govcrnmciii can survive unless it has the support of public opinion. 
All struggle in India in the last year has not been a plrasicsl struggle at all.^ It has 
never been a (tucstioii of force and power. Wc have hadf power in plenty. We have 
had police forces and armies. . , 

“The struggle in India has been a struggle for the support of Indian opjoion. No 
Government can be strong unless it has moral support. Force, so far from being of 
increasing assistance, is a diminishing asset. The more it is applied without the 
support of public opinion the weaker it becomes in its cft'ect. ^ 

“The real struggle has been a .struggle for the support of Indian opinion and it 
is because the masses of Indian opinion continue to believe in the goodwill of our 
policy that wc have so far succeeded. The reason why I.ord ,l**w*u has been able to 
maintain his position and iiowcr— a position and power of intinite benefit Ip the 
Empire in India to-day, despite the fact lhal be has been compelled, by mreum* 
stances, to pass nine Ordinances ia that the people of India believe that he intends 
to discharge obligations which wc have promised to discharge towards them. 

“When the Congress attack us and impugn our good faith they get «n ally in 
Mr. Churchill anu his friends whose sjiecches do more to undexmioe the true 
strragth of the Government in India than anything else. IJc esuse ot trust a^ 
understanding triumphed in the Bound Table Conference. 1 bat is its great H^nrph. 
It has done something lo restore trust and confidence between the peoples of the Mro 
countries. There is one possible nnsn er that Mr. Churchill may nake. It it what 
I may call the argument of “the mute millions": that all this agitation comca from 
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ft luuidful of people. How &r ie that true? It may have been true fifty years a|( 0 . 1 
am perlaetly certain that the paternal relations between the district oflicers and the 
peo^e theo were relations of contentment, respect and cratitude, bat is it true to-day, 
•a ft practical fact, that this movement can be nefKiectea and that it is not crowing? 
Will Mr. Ohnrchill remember that at the end of the war thousands of Indian 
soldiers who had come forward to fight for our cause and who romaiii in gaols to- 
day and who made notable sacrifice at that time for the cause of the Empire have 
f^e bock to their villages and told the p^pic there : ‘We went to Europe to 
engage in a great war and were victorious in order that people could settle their 
OWD destinies’. These missionaries have probably some influence among their own 
people. Nobody who read (he news from India \riU deny that young fieople of both 
sexes are supporting the Indian National Movement. Mothers of citizens of to- 
morrow, and themselves citizens, are supiiortitig the movement and any person who 
expresses contempt for the opinion of the youth of the nation docs not show much 
foresight as a statesman. 

*‘Again many leaders of the movement, I am not speaking about the Civil 
Disobraienee Movement necessarily, people who have expressed sympathy and 
support for the Indian national aspirations, number among them many distinguished 
men and who have rendered social service and have been singled out by the Gover- 
nora of their provinces and rewarded for their social services. These men consider 
it their duty to champion the national cause to-day. Another remarkable symptom 
of the situation is that Indian commercial classes arc behind not only the national 
movement but in many cases bt^hind the movement, called Civil Disobcaience.” 

Earl Winterton asked : *‘Whcn Mr. Bmin talks of the national movement, is he 
referring to the Congress Movement of thcNationnl Party or what movement?’’ 

Mr. jBenn replied : “I am referring to that body of opinion in India which desires 
to see satisfied the National aspiration of Self-Government— the declaration of 1st 
November of last year. I desire to examine the arguments that, in point of fact, 
this movement has no substance and that the mute millions are on the side of Mr. 
Churchill. I have taken the case of the youth of India and the case of the leaders 
oi this movement and 1 have given one of the most remarkable of cases, the 
commercial dasses. It is no gocki blinking at these tacts. 1 get telegrams every 
day^briu ging home the tremendous difficulties of the position and it is ray duty, 
as Mr. Balfour wants to bear his share of the responsibility for governing India, to 
pledge UB either in spirit or iii letter. It is very often said that, because pledges have 
bmn foolishly given in the past, we got into that position and cannot help but go 
forward. 1 do not think that really represents (he view of men in the past history 
of England. You can go back a hundred years and you will find that whatever 
th e popular opinion may have betm, tho statesmen dealing with the relations between 
Engnnd and India shaped the policy towards the day when India would assume 
responsibility for her own Government. 

^Then ^ree has been the most remarkable change in opinion of Enropcan commu- 
nities in India. If Honourable Members will read ‘TJie Times of India’ which is 
triendly to Indian views and ‘The Btatesman’, they will find there, 1 don’t say unani- 
mity, but a most remarkable confirmation of the view I am expressing, namely, 
that this movement cannot be regarded as something that only exists in the minds 
of a few but is in fact a great national inovoinont x>cuclrating into every rank of 
of society in every part of the country. 

**F^rtiier Mr. Churchill gave us the views of several distinguished cx-Indian 
Civil Servants. Are their views up to date ? They were in India 15, 10, 5 or one 
year ago. Do they know tho state of India to-day ? The delegates to the Round 
Table Conference said repeatedly, *T have been away from India ten weeks. I really 
do not know what is going on.^’ . 

Mr. Qkurcbill asked : *‘Beally, are His Majesty’s Oovcriimciit changing their 
opinion on these fundamental issues with that rapidity.” 

Mrt Bamsoid : “His Majesty’s Government is attempting to inform itself of toe 
feeta of the case in order that a policy may be framed suitable to the fact& If 
Mr. Ghiudiill thinks that the fundamental feet in politics was established 10, 20 or 
50 yetis sgo^ he is making a mistake. Ifou must find out tho facts as they am 
to-day« I say that not only did these people from India say that India was march- 
toff ncwaid, aa that reckless Elizabetlmn man of courage Mr. Mahomed Alt said 
in Ilia kit epMh, with seven— league boots, but they said it was moving ro fast 
that even the abamioe of three months from India made them unable to speak wito 
IIm knowledge of the present situation in ludia. If Mr. Churchill argues that m 
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fifil tte views and symmlhivs of the Indian national X'aiisc arc only bhared by 
• any t»ers(»n and ib bis case founded on that?*’ 

Gboram . No, ray c^seia founded, anion^ olher things, n|K>n the pitiportion 
oft Indian ^lUcal to the vast masses oft the fiidiau population. That docs 

not precliide the fi^t that Indian )K>]itical clubses are unmeroiis.** 

« *bc evidence, has he cousiitted any 

one of the 80 or 00 disUnguished Indians who came to the Round Table Confer- 
ence ? There w no one prince or representative of the depressed classes who will not 
tell hjni that this is vast luul spreading niid that they nil share sympathy 

with it. What is Mr, Churchill s solution to this if he admits that the situation, is 
as I say, “Strong Governroenl.*'. What docs he mean by strong Ciuvcrnraeiit* ?” 

Members : “Sydney Street;* 

Mr. Benn: **He docs not mean a iiovcniment which bctks the suniiorl of iNiptilar 
opinions. That is our plan. He means t^vernment by force*'. 

Mr. Churchill said : I suggest, after due deliberation, that the Uonse should 
proceed upon lines indicated in the reimrt of the tStatulory Comiuissioii to develop 
cflTcctive real organisms of local Piovindal t.iovcrnincnt in* the provinces and that 
is the immediate step to lake before you gd carried away week by we» k into these 
decisions." 

Mr. Benn replied : ‘ Mr. Churcliill has evaded my i|Ucslion. lie talks about 
evolving orgauisras. What is to be the strength V Indian opinion ? Mr. Chiirebill 
will not answer that question." 

Mr. Churchill I'cpiied : j'artly British decisions and Indian loyally and good-will.* 

Mr. Benn said : What that has me.ant is lathi. Kiielc and. after rifle, the 
machinegun. You must either base the Government on Iho assent of the people 
or govern liy force. The logical conso<|nciicc of Mr. Chiirchiirs policy, if put jiuo 
force, is Government by force, without the .isscnr. of the people. The alternative 
is Government by tbc people for the people. That is why people of nil parties have 
grasped the principle almost with unanimity. The views conscientiously ext^resaed by 
Mr. Churchill have been discarded and. in tbc House, practical mmnimity has been 
found for the views of the Govcriimcnt and the priutiplcs that the Konud Table 
Conference has put forth.** 

Mr. Churchill said : “When Mr. Benn tries to ii.\ on me the odium of wishing to 
settle the matter by force, when I nm critit'ising the policy which be and his friends 
arc pursuing. 1 must remind him of the admission that sixty-thousand persons arc 
in jml in India to-day. 

Mr. Benn replied : ‘T am coming to that in a moment. Mr. Churchlirs policy 
is condemned on four grounds : 

Firstly, it is blankly defmul of the pledges wade to India. Secondly, you cannnot 
practically base a Government upon it. Thirdly, you cannot morally base a Govern- 
ment upon it because it lacks the assent of tbc governed. Fourthly, it means 
Government by force which public opution in this country would not stand." 

“As against Mr. Churchiirs policy there is tlic policy >vhic1i I would call the 
Parliament plan, that is the plan which is the outcome of the Conferenee to which 
not only members of His Majesty's GovcronieDl but members of other parlies were a 
potty. The work of the CoiifCTcnec has been embodied in the resolution saying that 
certain agreement has been reached and much work remain to be done. Ine agxi^ 
menta reached r^lv amount to three. It is. as it were, a triangular view on the 
part of British India : i 

‘Tt Is an undeistBudiiig that, in the interests of India and for sometime to come 
British service slioaid be enlisted in order to help India to establish an efficient rad 
sound form of Self-government. On the part of the Princes it is an undertwog ratter 
more solid Sir John Sitnor imaguics, to enter a general iteration. On m 
pert of the IVirliameDt-meu it is an undertaking always provisional and on m 
oondltion the picture should be completed that this Parliament would cenfer 
open the Government of India Omtral and lo^l respoiioibilify ’. . 

Sir FUmufi Hoare said he was afraid he was unable to agree u ith Mr. Bonn s 

not uitiiled to speak toSirb. How, but ta 
■; In wooM uom tbat he wee not attenptui)! to ^ond Mythtnic 
In had Mr. Benn eaiii saie^udf, &?«»*!«“ “i yponiwiMty 
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Federal India withont feivioa reeponsitHlity at the centre. The Prinoee would net 
be willing: Co enter a Iraoration iinleBS you confer reipouBibility at the centre. 

''Therefore when we all work together in all iMrte of the Houee lor a Fedentkm 
It mast be a federation in which the f^rinciple of reBMasibility ie included. % 
John Simon was quite correct when he said that it in only the iketching of an out- 
line, but it ie an outline that has to be filled in, not one that has to be rubbed out. 
Secondly, it is an outline to the design of which much of the preylons labour 
has gone. On this occasion which marks the epoch in the histora of India, one 
thinke of many acts of foresight and significant courage. I think naturally 
of the name of Edwin Montagu, who thirteen years ago, laid the foundations 
of this part of our morement. His work must be remembered, just as the work 
of the Simon Commission made possible the rapid passage in the Committees of 
the Conference of many decisions which were arrivra at. There are others to be 
remembered too. There is 8ir Sankaran Xair’s Comrairtee, the All-Parties' Com- 
mittee in India of which Dr. Sapru was a member and especially the decisions 
which were come to prior to their arrival in this country by the Princes which alone 
made the special solution which is at present holding the field possible. 

"But, if much has been done, much remains to be done. Many questions are un- 
settled and many parts of the design are incomplete. The proportions of the cen- 
tral body, the cnaracter of the Executive, the nature of its stability and moat impor 
tant of all, the protection which is to be accorded to the Minorities, because, eager 
as we are to see the constitution woildog, we are no less eager to ensure that it 
shall come into being with general good-will. But, though much remains to be 
done, we may say with justice that something has been achieved. First, I should 
say that the nappy rr^sult of the Conference has improved the prestige of Britain 
in the world ana I would like to read three extracts in support of this contention. 
The first is from ''The Times" correspondent in New York printed tho day after the 
conference closed : "It is probably not too much to say that with the publication of 
the results of the conference to-day opinion in this country is- more kindly disposed 
towards the policy of Government in India than it has been for many years." That 
is a tribute which a statesman would not treat with disdain. 

Let me quote from Journal tie Getiece : "In eliinraatiirg from the long list of its 
cares the greatest among them, in avoiding in India the difikulties of the state of 
war which existed in Ireland for so long, Mr.. Macdouakl has rendered emment ser- 
vice not to one country bat to alf Europe ; or again the comment by "The XimcB ' 
conespondent at Geneva : 'There is a good deal of friendly comment by many 
fon^ Ministers. It is commonly remarked that any agreemeot that contributes 
to appeasement iu one part of the world is likely now a-days to have beneficial re- 
neretissions elsewhere,' I do not; overestimate the im])ortaBce of these messages, 
but 1 say that, if it is true that the prestige of Urrtain is raised in the world, it 
increases her power for uselulness, 

"The second gain of the Conference is that we can no longer talk of two Indias. 
We must talk of one India, the greater India and Federated India, India comprising 
the Princes aiid the provinces— and we can ^peak of India so federated that within 
the British C6mmonwealth she will occupy a position of power comparable to that 
of the other great oriental countries. 

'*The thira gain is the settlement of the question of the status of the Indians. 
For the very moment we sat down together as equals and talked the matter over 
the question was virtually settled. The moment the Prime Minister made his state- 
ment OD 19th January the equality of status of India was declarcd-^from the Indian 
point of view— a great gain. 

A further gain was the improvement of the relations between Britain and Inaia. 
1 speak first of the commercial relations, it is [)crceptibie.— not great yet but per-, 
ceptible. The trade between Britain and India is as important to India as Britain. 
Much more than that, we have done something and 1 think it is one of the greatest 
gains of the Conference to establish political understanding and good-will between 
the two peoples. They came here risking their political life amidet the warning, 
even reproa&es, of tlmir fellow countrymen ; they risked it because of their love for 
their own land and they go back happy for, as one of their spokesman said, they 
came with miegivings ancT go back with a wealth of confidence and trust. 

"It is anything but gain that we s hould, after the happy years to which 1 have 
referred and whicn must be a source of shame to any Responsible Government, w 
b^inning to iw^stabliah understandin g and trust between peoples. Best pi all, 
there is tiie direct contact between Inaian people and repiesentatiies of Parliament 
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flSrtJI ffSc owl d Conference. As the Prime Minitler 

“It to the poliCT oi the Government that this contact should only be eoutl- 
ought nerer to tocne contact with these men and women who came and 
rendeied great service to weir own country, but we may also hope to extend the 
coj^^ so as to associate th^ who, though great leaders in their own country, 
laltod when invited to come forward to give ns their advirc. 

•Tor the futiwe, in our Judgroeat, two things are necessary; one thing is sin- 
mityi ^ sectmd IS sn^. One of the efll^ts of ^e Gbufcrence is that w® have 
b^gnn to reestablish the tento plant of understanding and trust by continuing the 
work of the Conference. We shall foster this fdant for that purpose. Speed is 
necenuiry. What ran to gained by delay ? If India is to be fitted for self*Clmii. 
ment she must be fitted for it at the earliest nioment f 

“May htt bjeen the tra^y in the past. Thirty years ago, men, who. to-day arc 
oppoeing ui in India, were firm advocates of the British connection. 

“Mr. Gandhi was a stretcher-bearer in the South-African War and it was his 
infiuence which g<^ ns a large coiitribntion of money and endless troops. There 
is 110 tragedy like delay and that is why 1 say it will require not only sincerity, 
hut also spm. 

^'Supposing that, by the labours of all parties in the Mouse, something is done, 
supposing we succeed in building up a constitution, not of sealed and delivered 
pattern on the English model, bnt something unique and moulded according to the 
tradition and spirit of the Indian people and resting in their go^-will, it we can 
succeed iii that, wc shall have done sometbiug to uisdiarge the true mission of the 
nritiah Coromoiiwealtb, which h ro extend the urea of ponoe mid (OntcMitinent in 
the world among the tree iieoplcs." 

The debate was nntoinaticaily adjourni^. 


Commons Dekte on India 


mrsE or coMMoys-mu, maucii mi 


Galleries were crowded during the Commons debate on Jiiuia on the March 
1931. Viscount Peel and Lord Lloyd were in the Pcv-rs* gallery and a number of 
Indiana were in the Dominions gallery. 

Whcii' the debate on India bci^n on the Civil Estimate vote, Mr. Gburchilt at the 
outset sought & culirng rmrding the permUsihlc scope of the debate. 

The Chairman ruled wat there could be a general debate on the administratioii, 
but future- legislation could not be discusned. 

Baldwin opened the debate. He exprsened gratitude to the Government 
for acceding to his request that the promised debate on India shonid be anticipated 
and take place this week instead oi the next. He thought when he put the qn^Hm, 
and atilt more. so to-day, that that was a fright and necessary course considering 
the gnKvUj ol the sublect itself, in its issues and in its outcome. ... 

& would not take long ana would say what he bad to say simply m plain 
language. He hop«d free expression might be given iu the debate to every shape of 
optnioB from whatever part of the Hous^ it mi^t come. , 

‘*I cam best begin by recalling the words which wc arc familiar, in 1917, jimt 
one senteiioe In the proclamation, when Ihe Govern mwt spoke of n<rt wly 
incraasing association of India in levew branch of the administration but also the 
grant of self-governing institutions with a view to the jogr^lve raaliaation of 
retpoosibto Government in India as an integral part of the w“*^**ki 

these words, having firmly in my recollection the phrasiii^ kS 

Act and the rdevant clause of the Act which stresses so .markedly the progressira by 
stages. I quote merely because I want to remind my wrty that we have alwa^ 
pnM oundTM Md Mten been twitted by opponento with patt'^ff fcmpire id tbe 
folwfrfint. nf nnr Advertisements snd “ 
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“It IB parUculavty cfisential for us in our party to remember, as Bome of us 
wbapB iu this country arc apt to forget that the Empire, if it is anything. It a 
firing organism and that the Empire to-day is not the Empire of the First Jubilee of 
(lueon Victoria. Nobody, however far-seeing, can see to-day what may be the posi- 
tion of the Empire tifty years hence: it is no dead matter. It is organic and alive, in 
a constant process of evolution, a process which is being speeded up every day. 
Few could foresee even a few years ago to what point that evolution would have 
brought the relation of tlic great Dominions with the mother country. It cannot be 
suppioaed that in this world of evolution, India alone is static. We have given and 
impregnated India ourselves with western ideas and for good or ill, we are reaping 
the fruits of our own work. Indeed the declaration itself which I have just r^, every 
word in the Act to which 1 have alluded give the lie to the idea, if indeed it can 
be held to-day, that the lOast at any rate must be static, however far, however fast, 
West may move. 

“After these few prcliniinnry words I am not going to stress the events that led 
up to the Cotiferonee. I will take the Conferciioe as an accepted fact and make one 
tiling perfectly plain, wliich has always lioon plain, and on which there could have 
existed no uoidit in any iniiid at all, if it were not that, in many parts of the 
couutiT, we arc still suftering frnai the vta 7 common after-war cllVct of nerves and 
hysteria*— a very dangerous condition (laughter). 

“The Conservative Party stands exactly where it stood on January 20, when a 
statement was made on his behalf by Viscount Peel, (Sir S. Hoarc ?) which I have 
not yet heard challenged. It stands exactly whero 1 stnteil it stood in my spc^li 
last week at Newton Abbot, one par.apaph of which I will read to tho House. 

“Our main objective is the dear objective of an All- India Federation. But when 
we have stated our objective, wc must not forget that many grave difliculties have to 
be surmounted before wc can attain it. xVt present wti have only sketched the 

framework. Details have not been fillctl in and many of them will present serious 
difficulties. Apart from the pledg«; of an honest attempt to confront these difficulties 
and thus carry on the work of the (^inference, the Conservative Party is uncom- 
mitt^ ; everyone is uncommitted, for the simple re.ason that it is impossible 

for any of us to pronounce a derinite opinion until a deffuite plan is before us. 

“Ihe Bound-Table C'onfercnco did not attempt to iitl in tho details. In the 

iieiiod Wore us we shall have .to judge bow far it is possible to achieve the Federal 

idea without sorrctulcrtng any csseutiai safeguards that we have clearly and delinitdy 
stated and we consider fundamental in any future constitution. That is quite clear. 

*1 will only add this, that despite what you may have read or heard, the party 
co-operation which existed since the setting up of the Simon Commission is not 
brcAen and remains exactly where .it is (cheersj. “1 awe it to the House to make u 
few <if^vatU)BS of certaiu events wiiich have transpired. As the Press would say— 
ID the fast forty-mght hours— there has liecn much excLteinent about nothuig. 

*"VSliat is tbe position ? It was perfectly obvious that, after the conclusion of the 
Confmieo the Government, and this will afiply to whatever Government may have 
ill power, would themselves have to say what the nest step should take 
to go on with the work which had been begun iu the Conference. It is, in effeet, a 
sisDi^ juatter of procedure. It is not really a simple matter, because the whole 
mailer leems with aiffitulty which none knows better than the Governaient. I have 
no doubt that they hane considered the diverse courses of action at tbe present 
time mid no coarse can be put forward without good srgutneiiis being found for 
tflrhig that course and equally good argument can Im louua for rejecting Siat course. 

It is perfectly obvious that after the conclusion there was a problem liefore us. 
OofmmmtjpxA forward one suggestion lor our eoasidmtioQ and I believe 
they did fag the consideration of Lircrais a conalderstkMi that involved sending 
to India. I have always had a definite view on that subject and tbe view 
1 took was the view of such eolleagoes as I consulted and the unaiiljooas view of 
our who lepresented our party at the Conference in London. 

It was not a question of party uoKipcratmn being at aa end. It was a legHimate 
uuoitloii of difimoee of opinioo on procodnie on a nactiealar pobtt at pfwtieaisr 
mnmwit l and mj frkDdiMkl the view that at lldt inoctniu u was ths bnaiMB 
of thi Gofcnuncnt of dte day to take the matter in huid and. io the words of Str 
Mom* fbs^ ^ pSctnie shouki become more film la. It is fuaMcable 
noseibtr to w what ooorae we would have porsaed if we were rsapoasible as a 
ft o f S B i me it 1 Mt quite OeuAj. I luiTe beea xiieapoBsihle to Goveruaient and 

seqpontiMe ae Leader of the Opposition and with every dodie to eo-ppeiate I 
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•bottid haire felt all the aanie that at tbii JoDctara the work that waota doiog k* 
India would bMt be carried on by the QuYcfument of the day In whatefcr Mann e r 
they thiuk beat to achiefe it. 

^*rnefe are obriona ditftcaUiea if a complete party deleiKatlon were to *** 

eaaaiims at the mouieut, I waut in the way nothing ihat nay eaiiaa any dilBeww 
either here or in India and make ihe path of the luoii here or in India nori ow 
enli than they must be from ttiu neiWMiiy of the eaaob i told the Oovemmen^ om 
1 ehail tell the th.it while we< laac th it f iew on this pMtieular qneitum » 

the partiGolur muinent, 1 intimiued h the iloferuioetit that we were witling 
to be eoiiaulted if the Goveriiiueiit thooghi it deairaole and the anawer^we gava w 
tbia point ill no way prejudicjit our fair and free conaideratioii at any f iibty kne 
the qn.'aiioii of contcrriiig with the delegatee ahd we ahouid Judge aaeh eaaa on lie 
neriia and when the oocartion ariseii» i make no aocret of it . 

••ETwM ybody known that there are didereoeee of opiniou in onr party oo tWi^ro^ 
feet, Deeaaat- tuero alwaya have been, but there are large iinmbera Of peOW WIjO w 
genuinely appnmcmtive of all that U going on and it »o happvne that they nil ^ 
kHig to onr party. On mh» niaitur wc arc faced with certain didUmltiM Whl^ » 
apiteof ihepowiolc ditUcultic!i tU:itoi<her paity may hate in other dlreotijona»Ui^ 
free Irom, l^erc waa a geaumc a ixieiy among many of my anpportera wiMWW 
moment the delegates wao nave hLen at the tondon Con feneiee were* going lO inawj 
But 1 felt it only fair to relieve them el that anxiety and 1 did it weein W •»« 
1 aeqnaiiited tL-m of ray opinion. 1 think it came aa a certain* amoont m raiim* 
* ■ 1 hiid any oajeciion to an anUieiitio aiatemeni 


When I waa a.iked if 


1 think it came aa a 

any oajeciion to an — — « . 

out that dcctaioii had bwn g vun, i wa* m little b‘t of a dimcol^. For UM 
that I would much rather, qmie fra .kly, ihit no atutemeiit had been m^«» 
eonveraaiioiia had hutm privutu. Tub coininunicution ir“*‘“ * “ ““ “ 

eommitu*e of hi^ foliowcn* ought to bo private* 

**Bat i notice that there were some cumtnuiiieationa 


my party and that a-jction of the proa which haa that It it ttyi^ 

amaah na and it aocina to roc, whatever aiepa I tookirthia 


between a leader and nny 
between that OonunlM of 

9 

1 


should pcefer. it ahuuld be au.hontica ai by ^ mtielf— 1 ibn*l 


1 sealiae it might bo mi uiiforuinate thing,., not mt 
a taiipenee about ihat—I wuh afraid, of the reactioam Bida.. »)>♦ jy 
bat I hope and berievc that what has* beeui said ainee in the coutae oi wm* 
may not only allcv4atc, but remove tliew fears. iinmmfmnmk an 

**We shall hear from Mr. JViin presently 
proposing to take and how they ho|)e to proceed^ if I tSmGWmSnmnt 

hlliniriu the piciure. I would here vxpeuva the conildeiit topej^ 
will not effect any major changes in the eaiaCing 

which were diacutieed at the Ubufo' 'uce* are aiiU m the prooeaa 01 legowmoB 
wyTwoJd or two here on (be 

Mr. tiuaiii. It ha* lieeii brought to ‘'“LSSSr (STB- " 

tious were announced in two popular by 

and by the other aa a aurreiiucr to the Viwroy. Both ftmaa 
trne. J deprecate in the 
•urrender. I have t.*cfi t 
Them has been no aurreuder. .i-*-- 

X rvgard as n victory of commouaeuae— a ficiery 

u h»» hew wM te^I U*i*« to iS 

dteiinieiwice. by uo otter thrt oM^ 


u reXr'to ttenri^^roj.^teth •«" ISSS 
, Mroageec wey poeeibto (he ^ o« gjlt 
tuld tuat 1 b«»e •utnad.t.alto JK. 

niter. There ha. bw y) mw 

; ArewnmAuateiiM— a ivBMtT Tmiw a uw n>» ■■ 


mum oi jnuia or m ^ chaappoioiea m i 

WhateTer happeua, and even eula^ the arCL ^ 

leanlta not equal to our expeciaiioua, \o-day mote thau anything? 

wiU and co-operation and ii w ‘ke o.ie t^«g ,„bjcot written wUh 

Mr. atldwiu said that ke would quote a «ew word ^ 

lucidity of thought and lucidity of style lua . ne couiu 


lOifKV lUVIUlhjr W - . .. ..1 

Ue quoted the following words : . ||ie basis 

-Our reign in India ot any where else hw never awoao ^ ^ 

font alooe and it will b« laul lo pa my right hononinbli Inenda the 

Ml? •• apou it. Toe British way of doing things, aa my r g» 
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Secretary of State lor India who feels intently upon this sabject has pointed out, 
has always meant and Implied close and Mrpetual co-operation with the peoples of 
the oonntry in erery part of the British Empire. That has been our aim and in no 
put hare we arrivra at such suceess as in India, whose Princes hare spent their 
Treasury in our cause, whose brare soldiers hare fought side by side with our own. 
whose intelligence-gifted people are co-operating at the present moment with us in 
ereiy sphere of Gorernment and industry." 

like the ring of those sentences. ^ I am going to gire two more. The speaker 
was alluding to some trouble that had broken out in Egypt at that time. The 
passan continued : . 

a disastrous breakdown which Ims occurred iji a coniparatirely small country 
like Egypt, if this* absolute runture between British administration and the j^ple of 
the country had taken place throughtout the mighty regions of our Indian Empire, it 
would hare constituted one of the most melancholy erents in the history of the 
world. That it has not taken place up to the presr^nt is, I think, largely due to the 
construetire policy of His Majesty’s Ooremment. I am astonish^ by the sense of 
detachment of my Right Honourable friend, when, in the supremo crisis of the war he 
calmly journeyed to India and remained for many months absorbed, buried in Indian 
affairs. It was only when I saw what has happened in Egypt and what is happening in 
Ireland to-day that I appreciated the enormous utiliry of such scrrices from the 
riewpoint of the national interests of the British Empire in helping to keep alire the 
apirit of comradeship, the s^nse pi unity and progress in co-openition which must 
for erer bind British and Indian peoples.** 

At this stage there were cries of ^name* and laughter when Mr. Baldwin indicated 
Mr. Churchill and proceeded : “I need hartlly say i agreed with every word of it to- 
day. I don't think there could be a better summing up of the situation, potsibiy 
with the alteration of a world here and there, than that speech deb'^cred eleven years 
ago. I have long realised that this question of constitutional Oovernment of India 
is by far the moat important Imperial question, by far the greatest and most difficult, 
not only that we have to face to-day but that we have ever had to .face. It is for 
that reason ^jat during the last nine months I have abstained even from good 
work in the hope and attempt to bring the maximum amount of unity into our 
parQ on tUs subject and keep India out of party politics." 

The difficulty, for obvious reasons, is one which is more peculiar to our party 
than to others, but I have said before what I want to say once more, that more 
important even than party unity is the unity of all parties on this subject." 

believe now« and I have believed during the last year and when the Simon 
Oommission was set up. that if party co-opemtion in this country was once broken 
the whole problem of the Government of India would be insoluble and impoasibie 
and I for one would leave the responsibility upon those responsible for breaking 
up that unity. (Cheers.) Difficult as the case is, the ^ dangers do not come from the 
difficnlties. They come from the eztermiwts in India and at home. I am firmly 
cuivinced that sudi writings ns appesr in such papers as Daily Mail" will 
; .ore to lose lodia from the British Empire (Iona eben-rs) than anything that could 
be done by any one." 

had a very cfaafacteristic letter last week from a Colonel. It was a Colonel 
who very nearly threw Disraeli out of leadership in the winter of 1871. He used 
the phrase *'you and Lord Irwin are Negropbiies'. That is not the way to cement 
the Empire. It is the spirit behind that that will’ break op the Empire and that ia 
what I am asked to fight. (Cheers.) 

The respoosibilitieB^of Imers of parries are always greater. They have never been 
mater than to-day and never more difficult. You are all agreed upon that. Even 
if the rank and file refuse to face facts the leaders must look at . them. A leader 
has got to warn his people and they dislike being warned. It is the supreme duty 
of a political leader to tell the people of a country the truth, because truth is 

ra rhan tactics: There is mutual and reciprocal loyalty between the leader tod 
owers and if tuat fails on either side, then that partnership it dissolved. 

The principal feet I see in the (world to-day is that the unchanging Eaat haa 
changed sod BOC only changed but is cha.zing with alarming rapidity and there 
are many people in the country who are blind to these tlings." 

^'We eaBiic4 to day-*however much lyou may desire or |if yon have read the 
courae of reeeat histofy— you canno^ reverse the en, r cs uiihout * creaking up the 
whole la a ch i ne . We cainiot reverse the engifi.’s oii tbo ►*.- i of same jwlicy and 
you eanuol levtise the engines .i the simple ground of British owner. (Cneers.) 
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/*H I may refer afraiu to thoBft which f quoted, whether the problem ii 

to be solved, whether the attempt h fsoin#? lo be made apd the attempt fails.* 
the ultimate result depends not on force but on px)dwill, sympathy and unaerstand- 
iDir between India and llritnin and the tn^t work of Lord* Irwii/ is that he has. 
after many years of suspicion, bridi^ it by his ability and character. Whatever 
mistakes he may have made in five ymrs—aiid there is plcMitv of time for the beet 
of ns to make mistakes — I am firmly convinced that when tlie historv of this time 
Carnes to written, his name will stand out as one of the erentest Viceroys and the 
Viceroy I had the honour myself of sending to India.*' (Cneers.) 

'**1 will only say in concliisioii that the diffiuultiiA confront many of my party. 
difRcalties of conviction and old tics, f don’t ladieve that the bulk of our party etihei* 
in the House or in the country wc*iil{| l.‘ijtc a different view from that I crprcsscii at 
the early part of iny K|teech. 

shall carry out. so long as i am here, that policy. 1 shall carry it out in uo 
nigirardly spirit. I shall carry it out with every ciesirc to ovorcoine the ttupendons 
difficulties that face us. 

^But if thoic are those who would approach this subject in niggliug, grudging 
spirit, who would have to have forcotl ont of their reluctant hands one concession 
after another and if thi*y be in a majority, in (tod's name let them choose the man 
lo lead them. (Loud cheers). 

**If they cannot and if they arc in a minority, lot them at least refraiu from 
throwing difiicuitics in the way of thn^e who have undertaken almost a superhuman 
task on the successful pi^rfovinance of which depends the well-being, prosperity and 
duration of the whole of the Jlritisb Empire.*’ (TjOttd cheers.) 


3ir. IFeAffw.yod Bmn said : After the historic s|K»c«*h to which wc have just 
listened there is really noin tha point of vieiv of the Indian situation nothing to add 
fo this debate. I am pcrfiTtly certain that the words.of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
men will be read with relief and delight by all sections of opinion in India and 1 
am perfectly certain that no one will teci more encouraged in the vast task be has 
in hand than the Viceroy for whose appointment Mr. Baldwin and the Partv 
opposite were res)Hnisiblc. He said that they stood where they stood on .fanuary 26. 
It that is so (and that is so) the work on which we all ha\c tiecii engaged together 
can go forward with some hope of Hticcess. 

**If the House would have the p.'itienco 1 should like to trace for a few momenta 
the history of the efforts wc have made to securij co-opcnilion between parties and 
cO;operation between this country and the people of India. Mr. Baldwin himself has 
said that, the first stage in the co-operation b<*twecn parties wnt in the Statutory 
Commission. That was co-operatioii between partii*s in this country. 

‘Towards the conclusion of the Lnlnnirs of the Commission its diairmau put for- 
ward a suggestion that the next stage in its work should be conducted by meant of 
the Conference and that the Confcrenct* was wt on foot with the accord (applause/, 
•ith the approval and co-o|>erafion, of nil parties in the House. The Viceroy, in diffi- 
cult effbrt and on first NovcniiMT set out as the task in which the Goverament 
had to engage the removal of what be rilled tlh webs of mistrust. It would be true 
to say that the whole object of the pfili«*y cf this (lovemment has been through co- 
operation here and co-op«Tation with Inciia, to remove distrust between the p^ple of 
the two countries and to set them co-operafivcly at constructive work. Mycudeavpw 
will be to trace the hisl'^ry of that effort which has been sustained and to remind 
the House of what measure of success wc have achieved up to the present moment. 
It is a matter of immense ilifficultv owing to the distances, the diversity of 

tbongbe and diversity of iiifcr/'st and outlook. The first suceess we had In 

attempting to remove the welw of mistrust was in the meeting of the eonferenoe 
itself. T&re was a time when it was doubtful whether the representative men fnw 
India would come to this country for the conference. ! am not speaking of the 
Congress at all. I am speaking of British Indian and other repreaeiitatives of non- 
Congress parties. There was n grave doubt as to whether thpr could ever be per- 
suaded to come to the conference, but the confiTencc met with a personnel of a very 
wide, though not complete, authority, not complete hei*ause everyone reeonised that, 
as it was wltboni the presence of tfie ivpres nfarives of the Sationsl ^ngiwa. *t 

eonld not be fully repres<mtative of Indian npi»«ioD. But it met. At the time^ it 

wii meeting and .?) that we were failing in our f Torts to swure the oo-op^m 
of an aeeaotM of Indian opinion we passed through a deplorable episode cnilcd the 
dvil dfsobedienoe. 
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*1% woald mve no cond pnrnwo now iluit the OorminMiit Iim uni rf , to indto 
§nj defftilad referenre to it, hot I thotild lik^. So ptMlnir, to paj a fnhiite to tha 

K i>|ie oAoera including the Indian police, nho, in a time of ten |nr*at difilciilty, 
ij^bargcd the datiea which were laid npon them owing to the faiivre of politieiaaa^ 
with aingolar defotion to their work. Tne maintainanee of pnhlir ord r ta of prime 
poblie intereat I would, in thia conneccinn, quote the words of Mr. Gandhi himacH^ 
aaid the other day, **If we resort to eieroa we ahall be opt'ning the door to 
eerf-deaimotinn when we hare Swarai.** It ia heeanae we wiah«d to hand on the 
Mafeej of aelf-Oo?ernment to an Indian Oorernment that rn]oy< d the traditional 
•dthoritj that we did our part, in maintaining pnbtie outer during this campa^ of 
eifil diaohedience. A firm hand i«a good thmg. but if yon hare a firm hand tfieie is 
no harm in haring a clear head and an ondf^mtinding heart. 

Pironghnnt the period of the tivil Diaob^'dit^nce the iioli^ of the Onretnmeni 
remained nnehanged. It waa to ennoarage» to seek and to wel'*ome the oo*operatioa 
of repreaen'atire Indi-in opinion. Ftr a IO'»g time it waa not forthcoming fn thoae 
quarters. Those who had annoaneed their intention of eomine to the ronfi*rencs 
met with eritieism. They'were told thdr fffons would fail. They ercn met with 
hostility among their own countrymen. I think that the Honae. especially thoas 
members of it who were coneomtHl in the Gonferenen. would wiah to |»ay a tribute 
lo the patriotism of those Indians, Prinres, Briiiah Indians, Mnhomerisns^ Sikhs, 
mresentatires of the depressed elapses and oth ‘rs who often in the faee of the 
diaeonragement that they receired from their fellow countrymen, came to St. James’s 
and gare ns onr first sneeese in our campaign for eo-openition. 

remarkable thing 0 ''earred at the Conference and every member of the Bouse 
who wts a member of the Oonferenee e-an corroborate thia from his owo persons! 
anperienee. A very remarkable improssiou was created on the m nds tt| the delegates. 
We had different views. We approached the problem from different angles and 
perhaps with different meaaurea of enthusiasm, but the delegates retnrued' to India 
eonvinoed of the good faith of the British Parliament. They came here doubting. They 
went baek fully oonvineed of our good faith, and I trust we ahall never let down 
the mm who have rendered that aervioe and who have ahown t.hi*ir trust in British 
Perllnment. Therefore, in the matter of the Rou'id Table Conference and in the 
impreaeion created upon the Indian delegatoi who attended it, we won our first battls 
for uuierstaoding with the Indian ptsople- what happened at this Conferenos itseli 
Onr nest attack was to ba directed on those who haJ rofiisad to co-operatw in tbs 
polity we are persuing. 

**The members of tne Bound Table Conference, representative men of all parties, 
•iid that they believed that if they conid go back and explain to their fellow- 
countrymen what had been done at 6t. Jamt^s’s they ooiild win them over. Althouch 
I very much admire the courage of those missionarii e, I roysflf always oonsidered 
that they were over-optimistic. 1 thought it hardly possible that they could succeed, 
but they said if we are to discuss with the members of the other parries the fvtors 
and if we are to convince them of the good faith of Great Britain then H is 
necessary that we should meet them as free men and it was in response to that the 
Prime Minister made the declaration he made at br. James's in reference to the way 
io which the Government would meet the gesture of co-operation from the other 
ildei The delegates went back to India. 

/'In July these same representative men bad met Mr. Gandhi and other Coogrcii 
leaders ana bad failed to convince them that this Parliament would keep faith with 
India. After irany efibrts they came away having failed to eoiivince the Congress 
that th^ could trfisl Parliament. 

'They went back after meeting the representatives of Parliament— not only sf one 
party— and they succeeded in the effort in which in July laat they had failea. They 
•necked because of the impression that had been pro 1 need in their mind by the 
transpaimit sincerity of thie dclegntis whom thi<4 Bouse sent to the Round Tsbw 
Oonference. So the area of oo-op'Tition wus extended. As Mr. Baldwin has traly 
said, that real link that binds India to this country and the Empire ta eonfideaee H 
our good feitb. After the conversations which the reppwen’aiives of the Boun^ 
Table Oonftqanee he i with the renrcsimratives of the Congress the leader of us 
Oongrsst Party, Mr, Ghindhi wrote a letter asking the Viceroy whether be might 
have an Intervm with him. It was understood that hia purpose waa to sulwtitute 
oo-openmidn lor the non-co opi^iation, in wbieh for the laat ten years, he had 
eniPiged and 1 aay that at that stage a second battle waa won in the canpaign ^ 
ttamcstaodlag and goodwill between the people of the two coiuiinse.'' 
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*fb. OudhI Mill: 1 ■hall atn^ii etan nem to mako tbo ptoftaioMl pMM 

A pemmnt oiw^ We weloome thet exoreenioo end reeiprooere it end we will 
i w e abef with fl^etitade not only whet bee heon done hy our own friends it the 
Boaml Tehle Oonh^noe, but we look forwerd with the confident hope to whet will 
be done by onr old and new friends when the Conference ressNcmhles at a later 
date. As the result of these eonversations certain things theniaelves, end the sl- 
leation as it. developed st the end of the coneersstions, tre set out In the White 
Piper wbieh is in the hendn of the members. 

**l would like to deal with the rmnlte. or perhaps one might slmoet nse the word 
oehlefesBOnts, of these convenstiins nitd«*r eeveral heeds. In the first piece it ehonld 
be remarkid that the resiiit of the •l•ttlement if yon like to esll it, hss been reeeifsd 
with nnfeersal anproval in India. Members of the Oonnidl of State and members of 
the Legislative Assembly have passed ro^olntions appn>ving it. The neohition in the 
I/>gislative Assemhiy was moved by a distinguished Mshomednn end supported by 
the leader of the European Group and was unanimously passed. Furthermore, the 
atmosphere which has been created by the rcsroraiion of peace in India is an 
atmoephere in which it should be very much easier to solve some of the thorny 
problems which bafll'd solution in London. 

thi««k I am right in saying that the communal qiieitiion which is notably one 
of the most dilBcult qucstimts will come nearer to solution owing to thn co-operation 
which now exists between the various parties in India. The second result was that 
ws were enabled, with an immense sign of gratitude, to empty the prisons of 
people who had been engaged in Civil Disobedience. We were enabled to permit 
India to revert to Government by the ordinary law instead of being governi d by siwoisl 
ordinances whicb had been neccss iry— <1 make no apology*-in times of very great 
strees. From the Indian point of view what does this mean? It does not merely mean 
that the people, who from patriotic mot ves, were eng.sged in this Civil DisoMienee 
oampsign. are now free men; it does not mean that the people tre mer.'^ly breathing 
the fiew atmosphere of ordinary taw. It means that the people, who had been 
driven by their love of country to courses which we must all deplore, now have 
open to them a constructive way which hitherto they had not followed. This is not 
an iosiguifleant gain from the Indian point of view. 

**Then again take the very important qnostion of credit nnd budgetary position. 
If the Honse will permit mo 1 would like to road a somewhat long passage from a 
spe^h which was delivered by Sir George Schuster in the Assembly n*ccntly when 
he introduced the budget. This is what he sairi : 'The iniplicaiions of the movement 
have weakened confidence in India as a field for invostment, both at iiome and 
abroad and this has led to the decline in the price of Indian securities both Govern- 
ment and private, to a lack of credit for traders and capital for new enterprises and 
to the steady export of capital from the country. This has meant incressed 
espendicuro on loans for Guvernment and has furct'd the Government to take 
measures to protect the position which have resulted in high money rstes 
with the ooneeqoent inenuse in the difficulties of trsderi in very difflcnlt 
times. I have etoied the case with studied modiTstion but I must guard against 
that moderation being misunderstood. The country has, it is true, survived 
the past year withont irreparable disaster but rcseme and credit of all indivi- 
doale and of public authorities alike have been seriously weakened and any 
continuance of internal disorder is a matter which all who have the true interests of 
India at heart must view with the gr«>atrst possible concern. It might, in fact, omm 
that India on the day when she should bn innuguratiiig her new constitution with 
bright hopes of •noceis would find herself insf.i ad of struggling desperately for a 
mars existence in a morass of coonornic trouble. 

“The gloomy prospect which Sir George Schuster pointed out In that sp^h is to 
a large extent .i^ievod by the Sfitlcmcnt which has liecn come to end the dissp|Mis 
anee of oivil disobedience in India. Hut I would add ibis: ihc imponancc .of both 
now and 'under the new consiitntion of financial stability of India and crewt 
position cannot possibly be rxsegi raird in Ji diaV run inlcrrsf, which is ibst she 
should mainttin the posiiicn of confidi nre she enjoys. I he ssfegosids refemd to w 
the Ftfdt^l Structure Committee, including the poaers of ihe Governor-G^neral in 
relation to currency legislation, are cssenlial and cannot be abated if 
up • new oonstiiution with suitcss. 1 may add that here 1 am specifically rnernng 
to the eoneidcTfd view of the Govcrnmeni which iiid»cd is well-known, Tne p s si sgci 
of that report mo to the members the Honsoi 
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"Not only wm the gloomy flnnneid pmtpeet aomewlut retioeod by the dieenf* 
fcinnance of Civil Diiiobraience Movmcnt but Indian credit in London wai notablj 
improved. The per c^mt lo^in which in the recent slnnip had been at a dtsoonnt 
ox 3 per cent is now only at a fractional discount and I think I am overstating the 
rase. I ahall, no doubt, riweivc the corroboration of members of experience in these 
matters— when 1 say that one uf the edects of the White Paper has been notably to 
linpro^* the credit of India in the city of London. 

‘*1 have spoken of credit and now [ come to another result of this White Paper 
that is the question of trade. It is too early for me to give any^ positive figures 
in this connection for none exist. Hp(?aking on information officially supplied I 
^*ow'd go no further than to say that an improved lone is noticeable. Everyone is 
glad that a settlement has been cfiected and that tone generally in trade circles is 
better but if 1 were asked for unofficial views about this, 1 would like to gire one 
publish^ on the dsy when the ermversationa eamo to a conclasion. ‘‘Iieaders of the 
cotton industry declare to me to-day that it was the best news they had received for 
a long time and that it would pave the way for a revival of trade with our great 
market in India.” That was the view of the Trade Correspondent of “The Morning 
Post” on the day that the news was published. 

^ **Here is another question during the course of the conversations : “Bombay buy- 
ing orders supplied the chief stimultis’*. That was in “The Daily Mail.” There arc 
many of the same kind. There is th** opinion of 'The Daily Telegraph”. I could 
quote many.” | will take ‘The Times” of this morning in which the City Editor 
writes : “Since the successful conclusion of the Delhi conversations, they hare had 
evidence,” (that is. the correspondents iu India), “of a considerable revival of busi- 
ness as shown by the numerous telegrams they have received.” 

“Without attempting to paint the picture too brightly it must be a source of 

g reat gratification to every one t hat the conclusion of con venations has been marked 
y improvement in those trade relations and it is not merely a Question of overseas 
trade. We have to think of the position of Indian merchants ttieiuselves who have 
ton very hard pressed by the Civil Disobedience movement and many of whom 
have been forceci into fiimncial disaster. Not only Indian merchants but European 
traders in India have welcomed this Bcitl<Mn«'nt wVh a great sigh of relief. On the 
trade side it represents to them a very d<’finire iiin»rovi*raent iriaepd. 

“Next to trade I should catalogue as one of beneficent results of this settlement 
the improvement in w'orld opinion of British policy. I am not suggesting that we 
should be overiniiidful of the opinion of othui* cdiinirics, but it is obvious that the 
goodwill of the world is a substantial ass 't to this country, whether In foreign affairs 
or matters of armament or in trade or in nny ollv r matter and we should seek, m 
far as possible, consistently with right poln*^ tlie g lodwill of other nations. 1 will 
give the quotations in this oonne^MO i. The correspondent in New York on 

the day the settlement was announced wrote : “The news of the agreement between 
l^rd Irwin and Mr. Gandhi has been received in the United States with a chorus 
of applause. ’ 

“The only other qnotati >ir I will read is an official tetoram which came 
spqotaneousfy : Ilis Mijosty's Governmeut in New Zealand have read with deep 
saiisfactioii your telegram of Gth March containing a general summary of the 
agreement arrived at between tho Viceroy and Governor-General of India and 
representative of the Congress Party. They desire to e.xpre68 to His Majesty's 
povernment in ih«i United Kingdom their sincere gratification at this notably happy 
issue of the negotiations and especially to offbr to Lord Irwin their warmest 
congratulations on his supremely succo^sfiil achievement towards the re-establishmeot 
of peace, proapcTity and oappincss in India and the mniiitainance of cordial relations 
with Great Britaiu. I think, therefore, wo are entitled to say that this achievement 
has not only been well received in the world but h.as doue something to improve 
f^latioiH among the ditions of British Oommon wealth. 

We have the two picturos. Before the Agrcrnicnt— public opinion wre and 
hopeieu, iaiJs full, discontent rife, costs rising, credit falling, the world critical and 
trade declining ; the picture to-dnv is content and trust growing, money saved, 
*"iPfo^cd, trade hopeful and the world friendly. . . 

Tf there are critics of this agreement one is entitled to ask this question ot 
them. Do you want the agreement or not'? If anyone gets up and denounces either 
the Government for permitting the Viceroy to receive Mr. Gandhi or denounces the 
^nversatious in gim^, then a fair q^iestion to ask him is, ‘do you want to put us 
back into the position we occupied arortnight ago ? Yon cannot have it both ways. 
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You citte mttit take the^ conTenations with thdr beneficial resuUc or you miiet 
declare that ibe^ wnfenationa should not hare taken place. In which case you oinst 
say that yoa wish the situation :n India to be whai it was three weeks ago.' We 
may say that when these conversations were complete and this while paper waa 
issued we had won our third battle for trust and co-operation. But that, after all. 
is in a ^se a negative achievement. It gives us public peace and cjuiet But there 
is a positive side and a much more important positive side in this white paper. 
The Congress will ioin^ in the Bound Table Oonferencc and it will join on the baais 
of the 8t James's findings, agreements or provisional understandings or whstever you 
like to call them. That is clearly stated in paragraph 2 of the White Paper. 

'*You stated, Sir, at the beginning of the debate that i. would bo quite out of 
order if I were to range over the whole field of future legislation. First, let me say 
a word about the Conference. It was stated in paragraph two of tbe White Paper 
that three outlines of the constitution were sketenetl, namely, federation, resfKinsibiuty 
to be granted at the Centre and safeguards of interest. I should like, in relation to 
the last question which includes defence, external affsirs and the position of 
minorities and financial credit of India, to make one brief comment. First, as to the 
position of minorities I would like to lay stn^ss upon the aiiihoriiativu deeinration 
which was made by the Prime Minister as Chiirintiii of the (^nifcrence on behalf 
of tbe Government at the concluding meeting of the conferonee. lie said that there 
mnat be such guarantees as arc required by the niinoriiii^s to protect their political 
libertie*' and rights. He went on to say that it wunld be the duty of tbe Govern- 
ment to Insert provisions guaranteeing to thi* various minorities in addition to poli- 
tical representation that the dificreiic. s of religion, rat'o, sect or rastc shall not them- 
selves constitute civic disabilities. 

There is, therefore, no ground whatever for apprehension. The tlovcrnmcnt have 
approached or will pursue the question of the Indian constitution with impartiality 
towards any group or community or race. That being so, it will endeavour by co-ope- 
ration here and in India to promote the spirit of goodwill in which alone we eau 
hope to make advance. What is requirctl now is that I should make some statement 
about the practicai programme which we hope t^ pursue. 

It is the earnest desire of His Mai^rsty's Govtrriment to continue with tbe least 
possible interruption tbe constitutional discussions of tbe Round Table Conference 
and, in considering what steps should now be token, thev have bad to be guided by 
what is practicable here and by what is roost convenient tor the Indian side of tbe 
Conference. They have given very careful consideration to a plan by which a Parlia- 
mentary Delegation should go to India forthwith and reconstitute the Bound Table 
Conference which sat at St. James’s Palace with tbe addition of representativea of 
the (Engross. The obvious advantage's of Uiis plan were outweighed by important 
practical considerations here. Tbe exigencies or tbe Parliamentary situation* made it 
difficult to secure an adequate Parliamentary delegation. ... 

“In India, on the other band, there Is much preliminary done." flwe 

there were Coneervative cries ; “But are you doing anything' 7 Whereupon Mr. 
Benn said t “I beg the Right Honourable Gentlemen not to believe it is not in band" 
and Sir Ansten Charol^rTain interpolated: “J hope it is". After which Mr. ^nu 
eontinned : "As was indicated by the Prime Minister, in his annonneemenr, which 
the Indians themselves must undertake. In iwrticular the isaue la atill left open 


by the Minoritiea Sub-Committee. ... • j . . 

"We regard tbie work in India as of the grealwt importanco and we desire nert 
to prdudice it. Moreover, the wrtivitiee which tbe Round Table Conference punmed 
must in the case of most of the committees await the results of the expert inveaijga- 
tioni which the Conference itself has recommended Sub}oct to what I have Joit 
iaid» His Majesty’s Government will seek the co-opcrstion and contact with the 
Indian side or the Conference in the most convenient form at the earliest practicable 
dete. There need in particular be no great delay in bringing the problems, whiob 
have been enirusted to the Federal Relations Committee, under furiber discussion. 
Accordingly, as soon as the Indian Delegates, among whom I include tbe repr^nt- 
tlvea of the Congress, are prepared to resume the discussions wo propose to In vUe 
them to come to London to r*^suroe the work of the Federal ^latioiis Committee. We 
hope that the Committee's deliberations will “’’K 
meanwhile the expert investigation of the 

Bound Ihble Ooofeierice, will be undertaken in India. J®®*®** 

problem will, we hope, be readv for final ^scusst ion thu 

EqtI Wmi^rton interpolated : “Apert from what we were gang to dieeuia Ihle 
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Afterom. ecmid the IU|At Hon. Gentlemnn ley In whnt way thia Federal Straetora 
Oomnittee will be cooMituted and whether there will be an adherence of further 
Indian peraonnel f** 

Mr. &UU replied **Yea. The Noble Lord did not hear probably what I aaid. I 
will anpply him with a written copy of thia part of my speech tho moment 1 ait 
down and then he can make hia comment when he makes his speech. Therefore wa 
we are to meet saain at the Round Tabic Conference. 1 would remind the Commit- 
tee of those words used in coiineciion with this Conference by the Viceroy in hia 
address to the Inditn legislature on July 1030: '^any agreement at which the Coufer- 
cnce is able to arrive will form the basis of the pntposal which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will later submit to Parliament.** The Hound Table Ciuifi'reuce method is vindi- 
cated. T'he work it has done is preserved. Its ddil>cratioii8 are to continue with all 
the authority that comes from full representation of all iiiteresis in Britain and India 
a like. In his concluding speech at St. James’s Palace the Pr me Minister had said : *Oiie 
of the secrets of our auccess thus far, in fact, 1 am not at ail sure it is not the 
main secret, is the personal contact we have bc'cn able to establish, Let ns get 
down to facts face to face. Let us sit round at the table. Lsrt each of us state uur 
claims, state our hopes, state our f-^ars, state oiir ez|)ectatioii8 Let each of us be 
candid, one to anotticr and face to face. Tliere is an entiimously better cbance of an 
understanding and agroemeiit than under any other circumstances. 1 wish to continue 
that coiidiiioir*. Ttiat is the spirit in which we will advanee. If anything were 
needed to prove the necessity for direct contact, it has lK*en the misiiiiderstatidings 
of the last two days, two wtiispering gallerit>s ai>purated by an ocean. If we can come 
face to face with our Indian friends, if we can discuss freidy our doubts and 
difficulties, if the mu chief- makers will be silent and men will cease to sow tares, 
then there is a real hope of peace and understanding.’* 

Mr. Churchill declared that the developments of the past sli weeks might be the 
■nbieet of congratulations am »iig those agreed upon tli«» establishment of an All-India 
Federation with responsible Government as the priictisor of full Dominion Btatus, 
but less enthrsiaam was pardonable in those who thought these processes premature 
and dangerous and likely to lead to confusion and disaster. Nevenhelcss, the fact 
that tho Conservatives would not be represeute*! at any Honnd Table Conference in 
India made amends for much. Moroover the chances of agreement that would uai:a 
all sections in India and which would be ratififKi by the British Parliament were re- 
mote and slight while the probabilities of breakdown were enormous. 

Mr. Churchill dodared that it was ridiculous to assert that the decision not ro conti- 
nue the Conference was a mere matter of procedure. On the contrary, it was a rever- 
sal of the whole of the immediate programme of which the Govinnmeiit aud Govern- 
ment of India had set their minds. The decision just anuountred left undecided 
the question whether the Conservative Party should participate in any further 
conference that might be held in London. Ho did not suggest that a decision of 
that kind should be taken now. He himself, with his own hand, in a resolution 
moved at a private commitee upstairs, wrote those words on India. The draft of it 
has been his own. Espcctation^ aspirations and appetites throughout India were 
monnting. He read in newspapers that Mr. Gandhi was surrounded by wealthy 
men who were anticipating the acquisition of the resources of the Empirs on cheaper 
terms than were ever offered to the world. It reminded him of the story of tho 
Roman Senator dining when bo heard the Pretoriaii Giiaid had put up the Empire 
to anetion and eo Tan out and bought it for £2(X) per soldier. That was fairly cheap 
but the terms on which the Empire is being offered to this group around Mr. 
Gandhi are cheaper still. He denied that be was ibe apostle of vioicuc repression or 
brutal forca On the other hand a mere tithe of the force and punitive measures 
which the Socialist Government and the Viceroy has vainly employed would have 
sufficed if it had beeu part of a firm and coherent policy of the simple maiutaiuanec 
of Law and Order. 

Mr. MacDonald said that be rose to eay a few words more by way of summaris- 
ing the fituation in which *we now found onrselves than of raising new points or even 
replying to the questions that Enrl Wintertuu had put. He said, **Bat there is one 
QUiwtion 1 would like to reply to and that is the last question he put regarding the 
luiaation on the North-West Frontier. The Government is still awaiting complete 
feporte upon that eitoatioii. We have not received them yet I would lute to tell 
tl^ House this. If the honourable members have not heard a grtat deal about the 
situatta ou th« North-West Frontier it has largely been on account of the very 
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saooeitliit haadliofl; by tha Indian G3vornmmt of th« aitnntion. Tha road which haa 
been bnilt aoroee the Padura plain ha^ been built with hafdly efcn a paraicrm 
in our newenimera. It is a tremendona triumph of auooeieful handling. Whiai 
it wee mooted firet of all it was very doubtful what would be the reanli. It waa 
begun, it was carried on, it has been finished and no newspaper has found tM 
there waa enough sensation in it even to mention it. Case after ease like that haa 
taken place, but the Right Hon’ble Gentleman may bo assured that, as socm M 
these reports are in our hands, we will inform him and give him an opportunity or 
putting nim a question so that the whole House may be informed of bow the matter 
stands. I am not going to Hccnse— using the phrase of the Right Hon’ble Gentleoiatt 
—any party of being wholly united this sftoruoon but 1 am going to claim .that a 
great majority of all the parties sre united in standing by the work, the apmt ana 
tne method of the Round Table Confere ice. 1 say a great majority of all pertM 
staod by them. If Mr. Churchill dispuh^s that he must not dispute it irith me. He 
must dispute it with his own leaders. We are carrying on through the Round Iwle 
Conference and its continuation of the work that has been b^un before the Isk 
G overnment took office and hefon* this Government took office. .We cannot stana 

at the present moment with all the change that is going on in the East, more 
particularly India, and say that what we have said up to now Is the laat thing that 
we Intend to say. 

“We are bound to take a revolving situation iu time, so that situation may not 
a revolutionary situation but may be confined within the channels of (revolutiooary) 
changes. We co-operated whilst we were in the Op|)Osition, wo co-operated with tne 
Government that then existed, in trying to keep those problem of devising a oonstttu* 
tioo for India outside party politics. Since we came into office we have dOM 
everything we can to maintain the R.ame policy and, as long as we are in ofw antt 
this work is in our hands, we shall do everything we possibly can to mmatain that po- 
operatioo. It is perfoctly true tnat the Government is responsible and the oo-operation 
wnich takes place is the co-operation of independent advising btmiek When u 
decision is taken it will be primarily the Government’s deebion and will be ■niqem 
to criticism just as the Right Hon. Gentleman had criticised us in our work ima 
evening. Wo shall do everything wo can to maintain the machinery wnicli enables 
us to exchange views and ‘be benefited by the advice given from 5*^*®“* 
hope the co-opcraiion will be ns creative n''d cflectivc as it was during tne sittuigs 
of the Round Tabic Conference. ..... . , 

“The Leader of the Opposition said something about filling in the pi^ure ana 
that that should be the work of the Govenirociit. May 1 w®*®® b*® 
fortunately, in that work the Opposition has already co-operaud. Wo begau to nil 
in the picture at tbc Round Table (’oiifereiice. We did not fill in the ®®***!jf .but 
we planned general .aspects of the picture. We laid down the conditions-^oacw 
structure, responsibility at the coni re, safeguards of various kinds, the com- 

ing in, ail communities iu India being safeguarded by constitulional provisiooa. 

“What is the use of talking about the Round Table Conference h^lng 
nothing? The conference has been more successful in laying down the preliminary 
condition which roust be observed. The Right Hon ble Genueman •^®* 
that he can come to his conclusion regarding the details ^ore he hM made up nia 
mind about the general aspects of the picture. That work it going on now. it la 

on in India and here. . . , ...... . 

first thing that has to be done after the prelimina^ exploration 


BooDd Table Omfeteooe diapeiaed, I eaw the Indian Sir Iq Bah«rfar ^ni 

and others and they impreMed on me the very geat advantage tl»t 
without any delay at all, it were possible lor the Gov^mwt to 
repreaentauvea atiould go to India to keep up the 

tom 08 about the very difficult task they bad undmukeo. ^ *b®y. 
to go 
ing th 

th^ were going back as suj 


toiu us aooui me vtry uiuif.uiv 

themaetvM to ua not to go back to India to do nothing jmd 1““ ”Sit 

papwB to go on creating the luture aiioation. Tuey ^ 

back as suDDorters of tbc Kaund fable Conference ana its wore. 

They sSd fhat their inlfuSice would be enormously is5Sd^*bi 

ir?h!r 1..T m.H« h«r» with the reoretontotivea ol ParimmMil 


contaet they had made here with the sit n atlnn 

oontuined in India and established without delay. I told them ihen main 

heSr ItoS them that whUe I believed that one of the reasons, i t u ot 
— - forlheaSceaa of the Hound Table Oonlereuoe 

I vtonaliM the situation in which we hare found ouraeiTea hero. Thoy wii* 

oe 


conuet, 



442 INDIA IN PABLIAM£N1 I H of. iMWi 

ne?er piomiiad that that request should be carried out aud they were promised that 
it would be very carefully and sympathetically considered. 

**We are going to nt the Federal Structure Committee b^inniiig iu work here 
as quickly as we possiDly can and an invitation has gone to the Government of Indin 
throufdi she Viceroy to do its best to arrange an early meeting of the Committee. 
The committee’s report indicates the big points that have t;< be disenssd together. 

^*We hope that when they come— I cannot say that we have been officially told 
but the hope is so strong thMi it almost goes beyond frontiers of hope— that the 
OongresB r^iesentatives, Mr. Gandhi himself for instance, will be here. I hope that 
is so. With that added element we shall meet onr old friends, the men to whom we 
owe so much. In that Round Table Conference, Princes, Hindus, Moslems, rcpreseii* 
tativea of Labour, who were not at the Round Table Conference, representatives of 
depressed classes— T hope representatives not only of the Government but represen- 
tatives of the parties with the same globular representation enlarged by representa- 
tives of the Congress, the Federal Structure Committee will pnrstie its work to a 
saocessful conclusion. 

^'We are placing now a test upon the honour of this country, and not only upon 
the honour of this country but itimn the capacity of this country to face a very 
difficult political situalion— a political situation probably more difficult than any 
Government has had to face before. That is all a new order of things, it grows. I 
should have liked to hear my Right Hon. friend give the wording of the resolutions 
which he accepted at the Imperim Conference of 1920. Everyone knows that verbal 
statements of a logical kind in all constitutions have to be taken as imperfect ex- 
pressioos of living interests. The Right Hon. Gentleman, in his speech, referred to 
tiic oiganie nature of our Empire. This is the only way in which wc can face our 
problem, in the scientific frame of mind, and that is how we arc facing the Indian 
problem now. I hope that the assurance may go to India without a peradventure, a 
doubt or a reservation, that the opening part of the statement of the Right Hon'bio 
Gentleman, that he is where he was when the Round Table Conference finished, still 
holds good. 


The Lords Debate od India 


HOUSE or LOEDS--1Sth, MARCH 1031 

In the Houm of ^rds, ike hStli,Mard* the Da/zc o/* drew 

attention to the ^increasing gravity of the situation in India and the adverse effect pro- 
duced by the .Round Table Conference*’ and invited a categorical statoment regarding 
the lafegaacda which the British Government considered indispensable. Me asked 
for an opportunity for dUcussiog the Simon Commission’s Report, expressed deep 
conceru at the trend of events and said that the appointment of the Round Tabic 
Cemfexence had resulted in iettisoniog the Simon Commission’s Report. 

Lord Marlborough deniect that the Round Table Omferenec or any subsequent 
eonfereoee held in London or India could take the place of the Simon Commission. 
He invited the^ Government to declare whether (h^ accepted the safeguards 
mentioned by Sir Samuel Hoare in the Commons on 2dth January and asked, if so, 
what would happen if the existence of safeguards made agreement witn India 
uDcertalii and possibly ineffective. 

Tjtrd Sankey thanked Loid Mirlborongb for bringing the uio' on forward and 
expressed the opinion that the debate would be n real help vu those who were 
ennf^ in the anxious and difficult task which was outside the ordinary party 
politics. Lord ^nkey thought however that the first senteuce "to call attention to the 
increasing gravity ox the situation in India" was more appropriate when set down 
two months a|ro, for the situation had greatly improved in the 'interval. 

With regard to the second sentence Lord Sankey stated that he would explain 
quite briefly why the Round Table Conference had produced not an adverse but 
good effect and one which was likely to improve Britain’s future position in India. 
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•« the outset, to the Indian delmtes who eame to 

Eof^d uoder unfavounble dimatic condition and despite mnen hostile eriUdsm* 
lb said he desired to pTace on record, at the earliest possible moment, the conlribu- 
tion they had made to deliberations. 

Jjwd Santey said their desire to settle some form of rcsimnsible government lor 
India was only quailed by their knowledge of law and the practice of Federal constitu- 
tion^ l^rd ^nk^ also congratulated the Lords on the help that the Round Tnble 
Conference had received from the Peers who were members of the Oonfexence. Paying 
a tnbuta in this connection to liord Russell ‘'whose passing away has caused deep 
rq{ret among his many frieiulH on both sides of this House and outside is as weir* 
he said “he was a tower of strength to the* unfortunately small uuml^r of Laboiw 
Peers and a Rupert of debate. Nobody was more sorry than I that the reply to Loid 
Marlborragh is no longer iu the capable litinds of late l:Iarl Rnssell as it would have 
been had he remained with us. " 

Lord Sankey continued that there wore two other distinguished membera of the 
Lords to whom both England and India were indebted, namelyi Lord Burnham 
and Lord Strathcona, who were members of the famous blatiitory Commission, 
irhose work would bo remembered with gratitude by all reasousblo men. Thqr had 
endu^ many months of great physical fatigue and great mental ansiety. Xh^ had’ 
produced a report which would always hold a prominent pliee among British statu 
doenments. The recommendations of the Commission deserved the most carefnl 
consideration “and the tnH that flic Conference has gone beyond them is due to m 
patriotic action of the Indian rrinecs. who declared on their arrival in England lor 
All-India federation;' 

“That was the klcal which the Siatnfory Commission had set before themselves, 
but th^ saw it tkvoujth glass darkly. Xow it had entered into the realm of praeti* 
cal polities and India is uratchiirg the drcain that is coming to birth.*' 

Having pointed oat that, as far as the discussion on the iStatiitory Commiiaion s 
report waa coucerned, Lord Hlarlbormtgli could put down u motion on the snlqeol 
whenever he liked. Lord Sankey procccdctl to disenss the Kouud T^ble Confeiunot 
proposaTs. He pointed out that the memi^orH were not plculpoteiitiaries. They were 
prepared to ezaiinue the facts and make suggcstioiiH. 

The Federal Structure (rommiftce. iu particular, bad not aimed at draiting a 
constitution. Even i£ it bad had the tiiuc for it. it w'oitid not have attempted to nmlie 
final proposals, for the members rccogais(*d that they did not possess the monopoly 
of wisdom. They felt that there was a large body of expert and informed views 
both in England and India, wbiob were not only entitled to be ^nsulted, bat 
whose opinion should be ol real value tu reaching a satisfactory solution. 

Their leport, therefore, had been pnrijoscly drafted so as to leave many qnmUoua 
open and the committers conclusions were inevitably, to a large extent, provisiow. 

Lord 6ank^ reminded the House that such a. constitution could not be^ rudum 
at express spera. but opined that there was no Indian problem which was insolVQle. 

“It is perfectly possible to draft a Federal constitution wbi^ will ^ w fair and 
just toevoxrbody, and with the precedents before us the combined wisdom c» the 
East and west can and will do so. As far us British i)olitics is concerned w 
futnre of India does not depend upon party muumiivrcs. 31ucb at 1 respiwt indi- 
vidoal opinion, it appears to me that the collective conscience of the^ nation will 
exercise itself in a matter like this more surely than iudividual conscience, and I 
have no misgivings as to the ultimate result of our labours. ... . 

“There are undoubtedly some of our fellow countrymen who arc of opinion iMt 
the Round Table Conference was a profound mistake. We hope to convince them 
that they are wrong.” , . * .u « j i 

Lord Sankey proceeded to outline the mam recommendations of the rMeral 
Stmeture Sub-Committee’s Hepoi't siiggesting that it might justly te d^ribed as 
‘Tndian responsibility with due safeguards for the interests of both Britain and 
India.” Lord Sankey reminded the House that the basic assumption of the report was 
a recognition of the principle that subject to certain special provision, mpontmity 
for^ Federal Government of India should rest in future upon the Inmans them- 
selves. He then turned to Lord Marlborough s impiiry regarding 
that apart from defence and foreign relations, whic^ were 
of the Oovemor-GenenI, special provisions would be inserled which 

!&■■ •as ^ A'aaJya iSrSTTlS £ 
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dfhr to tibe Indlao vioin md teint on othor detaMs twcaaie it k the Xodim who 
will hove to woih the conetkotioo. 

Loud Sonhey declared that ahe onawer 4o the eriticiam chat the ayatem fflaeed 
too mneh npoa the Governor-General was in the nature of a para^s. for the mom 
teaponaibte indiafla becsame, the better would the iiropoaed conetitiuioa wodL If 
tbe^ acted aa wine and reaponaible ataleamen and reuod on thenaelvca there need 
be BO anaietj about the future. U wma to bo hoped and expected that the eal^axda 
entmated to the Govemor-Oenecml ariil be rother ia power than in uae. 

Baierriag to ihianee, Lord iSanfcey pMiited out the nceesaity of aecmini; India'a 
yirfoant commitmeBto and handling properly her future borrowtnjj^. He a^ that 
her eaedk end atabiUty inaat be mawtained and pointed out that thw eahject had 
paaaed the critical eye and ipinied the eonaiderad appro^vil of experta. 

Lord Sankey aclmowlod^ the aaeiatanoe nendcred by Lord tUtadinj; in the matter 
of fioanee and then reviewM briefly some of the Sub-Coin mittees’ main propoaala, 
mentioning pointe on which a deciaion had atiil to be reached. He pointed out that 
recommendations of all Sub-Committees were available in Bloc Book and the 
Oovernment of Indiana statement on the coneliisious of the Irwin-Gandhi eonveraa- 
tiona in the White Paper. 

Lord Sankey proceeded : ' Such is the result of our labours and such is the pro- 




holea in them. That will be a tempting, but will not be a valuable oonifibntion to 
our deliberations. It it one thing to criticise, another to create. We are not here 
to pull down ; we are here to build up. Let again, and for the last time, Cum 
ba<« to that part of Lord Marlborou^'S question which refers to the so-railed 
adverse eflfect produced by the proceedings of the Eoutid Table Conference. Which 
la to be our policy in India ? What do you want ? Wbnt are the alternatives ! 
Do jyou desire an India companioned by content or do you desire an India 
aeetning with sedition ? Whichever you select you will have to make some sacrifioe. 
If yon choose coonliation yon will gain nearly all you desire and you will loose 
bat little. 


**If you resort co repression your military expenditure will go up. your revenue 
cetuma and your trad.ng receipts will go down, and vour difficulties will increase 
and multiply. Put up the sword. Appeal to form is bankruptcy of statecraft. You 
may indera impose 't peace but you will produce a desert. 

^*Of one thing rest assured. The fnture of India is no longer in the melting not 
The metal of her rew constitution is being hainm^rid out on the anvil of public 
opinion. It k naiural and to lie expected that sp'irks should fly. Some people are 
fond of dreworkv. But sparks fly forgotten— .a n-iOment seen and then gone foreever. 
The true metal remains. 


**Give me le'.ve to sum up the situarion in which we find ourselves. Wa never 


went to India co conquer. We went there to trade. Inherited genius of our race 
and some fosvering star have given us an empire, but it is an Empire whidli we 
hold in tTusi for many creeds and nations whose classes and whose communities are 
eotitied to our protectiou. 

'^Rr^hny or wrongly wo have educated Indians in WesUrn ideals. Rightly or 
wrongly we have encouraged them to adopt western ways. Rightly or wrongly we 
have introduced them to western representative institutions and admitted them to 
our Councils. The very laoguace ot their Lf*gisl.itive Assembly, the language of the 
Cotif^ress itself, is our own mother tongue. They have learned something more than 
the catchwords of wostem civilisation. 


^*Time after time we have given them pledges. Time after time we have held out 
bopM to them. A Liberal Government introduced the Morley-Minto Reforms, a 
^jpalitioq Oovernment authorised the Mootague-Ohelmsford declaratioo and the Par- 
liament itself passed the Government of ludia Act in 1919 with its preamble of pro- 
mises and its partial grant of representative Government. 

"Lord Irwin, the present Viceroy, the great Gonaervative statesman, in whom the 
Labour party has implicit confidence, has carried on the tradition. The Statutory 
Commission itself declared an Ali-lndia Federation as the goal to be aimed at. The 
Prime Minister, with venr general assent, put the coping stone to the arch in the 
lost speech be made at the Round Table Conference. Mr. Baldwin, speaking in the 
Commons on January 26 said : "We are all his Majesty’s Opposition and if it should 
happen tlu&t we sboutd change places with the right honourable gentlemen opposite, 
what uo UM IauuiAaaimmO behind me suppose uur duty would be ? We have 

only one duty and that one du^y is to try to implement, as fur as we can, what 
has been done in the Oonfeienoe. 




tiial H sbrnrid be vndentood tftet (he HfoRuarde prvpoietf M 
mmM tf l^tTai BeM^eibilRy wee to be feiven. 

Jjon RcMoff kopea (iHt (be iffnemcnt omooff Miiiee wontd conibnie tai 
dmeel^ elong the iobm reed le rreeb piwee nd gw^will in lodte^ 


, Ixvd Beadieg itlerfiiig to (be Tteemy«€bndliii agteewe i it nkt (bnt eend iH e n Ji 
Indin bed Tiry milHr fmneored frooe tho ibohkiH that aKfeeneBt wkM( w» 
Tafede Conference waa xeacbedf. The coofeceoee, tht 
enabled’ p eac e lto be deda^ in India. 

, Xiopd Ubgd, oonnaelKu* eantion, laki tkai the GoYernmeiil waa going dangamoa* 
Ij lMl*f IBa anbaerSted lo the policy oi developmeat of napootiblo •bMmra* 
BMni bill waa ee n eiaced tkH India waa not yet capable of ImmojUMo foil fHU* 
QammmmL In (hiwe evenineiaoeea the only poeeible aafegoaid for the telmti 
^ the anal hmmo of the Indion jMople and for the ffreat experimnU wkkk waa 
bring mtoedneed waa Ikat (be nUimate deeiaioB aboola reroain with ParliaaMt 

. lord hUHgtam dwelt on Ike momentona nalore of the ehange propoaad and arid 
Ikal the anihon ol 1919 lebeme had alwaya nndentood that (be {mumiqr woiU bo 
n long one^ but n mantie imp to pnetlcally ^pi^ aelf-OofomBaent waa Mm 
talan. Ho hooad niot wben ue time came Parliament would not bo pamperod by 
any onirido inflnancfc 

M PtmfiM, triadiac np Um debMe, made it eleu that die OeeeiaaMt miM 




^ to their own neeeaMij nepooeibiiity for aelM. 

Antwiring n onerr reairdiDK what had happened daring tho laat two montlM 
i di PiaHdiU imd^aidtti^w bad been a detailed eKamtnalion of oneatioiii ooori* 
onnd by the Fednal Stnietnie and other Sab-Oommitleei to^er the apM 
fiWMiinntioB of eonriatod qoeationB. 
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Relerriu)/ to the qucstiou recarding the number of Princes assenting to the Federa- 
tion, I^rd Passfield said that the Government had been considering, in close oonjnnc- 
Itori with the Viceroy, the best method of fiicilitating the necessary discassion and 
agreement and the Viceroy was dealing with it in constant communication with Mr. 
>Vedgwood Bonn. Lord Passfield added that the Government’s policy was folly 
conrnrrcd with by the Viceroy in whom the Govornmeut had absolute confidence. 

TJic motion naa ivithdrairn. 


HOCSE OF L0RU&^2m, APRIL 1931 

In the House of Ix>rds. on the 29th. April 1931, Viacomt Peel asked : 

(1) Whether it is still the intention of the Ooveroment to hold another session 
. of the Federal Structure Commission in this country and, if so, will Indian represen- 
tation be the same or will new members be added ? Will the Committee work on the 
same reference or will its range be restricted to the proposals by the Government .? 

(2) W’hcthcr the Princes who are not members of the Conference have accepted 
the Federal Scheme of Government and if so on what terms ? 

(3) Whether the Government can make a statement to allay the anxiety in this 
countiT and in India regarding the serious increase of ill-feeling between Hindus 
and Muslims ? 

(4) Whether they arc Ratisfied that under the terms of the arrangemeut recent- 
ly concluded the boycott of British goods has ceased and the situatiou in Gujerat 
and other places is improving ? 

(5) To call attention to the unrest in Burma and move for papers. 

Lord Peel said that he r« jectecl the suggestion to postpone the discussion until 
Lord Irwin returned because ho felt that it would be unfair to expect the 
Viceroy to render an account of his administration without first having an oppor- 
tunity of resting; Moreover Lord Feel desired information rather ou the premt 
than on the future and it was for the Goveriiment io answer and take responsibility, 
f^rd Peel proceeded to make a recfuest for informstion on a number of points ; for 
instance, progress made iu India in discussions with tbe members of the Bound Table 
Ooiifcreuce and asked whether the Government was now in a position to formulate 
some proposals, and referring to the selection of Mr. Gandhi as the sole repreecnta- 
five of the Congress feareil that a single represenrative would be too tied. 

Expressing the opinion that the safeguards already laid down constituted the 
minim uiB, l;ard I’eel asked if the Government's posiiioti in this regard was unchang- 
ed. He said that it would be a pixifound mistake if those who were to come to 
London thought that the provisional couclnsions regarding safeguards could be whittled 
avray. Lord Peel asked whether the Princes' views had changed and inquired what were 
the views of those who were not represented at the Round Table Conference and 
raferring to the nt'ecssity of the communal setMomeut said that the incidents of the 
last lew weeks had reud]^ almost ironlea! the questiou whether further basis of 
agre e ment had been reached, but he derired to know what steps the Government 
were tidriag to try to improve fceltags lietweeu the two great communities. 

I/Mxl Feel Invited Government to indicate the personnel and scope of the Con- 
ferenoe. If Mr. Gandhi was to be the sole r^iresentative of the Congress it was to 
be noted that from recent nieetiimi at Karachi it did not appear that views of 
the Congress were unanimous or nomoigeneouR. 

, Lord Peel said that his information was tlial the boycott of British goods was as 
#igorons as ever. He concluded by asking for an assucanoe that Bnrma had returned 
to the normal and inquiring about the position regarding the sepantioo of Barma. 

Lord Reading emphasised the necessity of avoiding a mUconoeptioa^ regarding 
the points which would be open for discussion at the renewed Round Table Con- 
ferenoe. Ul said that he felt that the impression existed that Mr. Gandhi, when be 
attended the liound Table Conference, would be able to abolish the safti^turds aim 
reservations or some of them which the Round Ihblo Con&reace bad aooepted. Lora 
Itemiing said the substance of safeguards and reservations aa stated by .him .to the 
Oommittea, which had been acoepM by Oovernment and pronoanced for by the 
Prime Minister, were part and parcel of the whole question and pnrt of the promise 
or expression in favour of responsibility at the centre. 

Speaking lor the Libeials liord BMing desired to make it emphatically eJtar 
that they attached very great importance to the reservations and safeguards, wh> n 
were nec'essary in India's own interests. It was quite possible to discii«< 
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mothodB by diey were to be enforced, but their Bubitance must remain. He 
deaired to Bay piainly and emphatically that they trere indispenaable. 

Proceeding. Lord Reading referral to the communal question and asked whether 
steps were now bang ti^en for the purpose of settling the oontroversy. He said 
nobody epnld reim what had happened at Cawnpore without feeling that it was a 
aeandal that such things were possible for three days and nights. He said that 
gcaTe responsibility must lie on some quarter or other. He hopS that the Govern- 
ment would supply the information when rh? Inquiry Commission had fixed the blame. 

Lord Beading concluded by making a reference to Sir Qoo^y de Mont- 
morency’s important speech on 2dth April which he declared, showed tno justlfioa- 
tion for the anxiety regarding the position in India and said that l^r G. 
Montmorency’s statement that “our tolcmtion has only in the end bred lioenae*' 
aeemed to him a curious observatiou for the Governor of a province. ’The language 
used makes me wonder what has happened and what is happening. ' 

Lord Beading asked the Government plainly to give the Viocroy an aasuranec 
that in every action ho might take to carry out Sir G. Montmotency’s proposals, 
the Viceroy would have the support and approval of the Ooverument as Lord 
Beading was sure he would have the support of the Parliament and the country. 

Lord Buriiham emphasised the increasing gravity of the siniation aud said that 
unless Britain made up her mind as te what she meant to do, calamity and 
catastrophe would emerge from the present growing chaos. Lord Burnham 
believed that there would be widespread symi^athy with Jjord WUiingdeii on his 
bel^ called at such time to such a heritage. 

Unerring to the charges of police inaottoii at Cawnpore Lord Burnham expressed 
gratitude for what the police had done for the protection of the Simon Commission 
in India and said that he attributed the inaction, .if it was even partially true, to 
official mismanagement and most of all to want of support and enconrag«imont due 
to the Government of India's defeatist spirit. 


Loi'd Sttellt Under Secretary for India was diccred on the occasion of bis first 
speech when he rose to reply to Lord Peers questions. He said Government 
mposed to invite the Indian delegates to London to resume the work of the 
Feaeral Structure Gommittoe and Government hoped the Committee’s deUbmtions 
would make progress here duriug summer. Indian representation on the Committee 
was to be the same but Government was considering whether it would not be 
desirable to add to it representatives of certain interests not direetly represented on 
the original Committee. A definite statement as to the personnel could not bo 
made until Lord Williiigdon had had time to consider the matter. OovemiMai^ 

§ lans contemplated bringing problems which hod been entrusted to the Federal 
tructure Committe*^ noder further discussion. Specific bonds of inquiry referrad to 
the CommittM when it sat in London were intended broadly .to cover the whole 
fiekl of the constitution and powers of the Federal or Central Government of the 
type contemplate by Government. , ^ , . . . « 

Plans sketched out in the Committee's two itjports left much of that field jin- 
explored. Government hoped in a further session to enable it. if not to conpiete 
the work at all events, to make specific progress towards its oomplotiott. 


Lord Buell road out as a reiiiudcr of the basis on which work was to be earned 
on Paragraph II of the Government of India’s slat*- icnt of 5th Ms^ oir the 
Irwia.Oilndbi Agwement. He Mid th«t thi» applied to toe pn>Rf.miM of Um Con- 


the States deleeation was now onRaRsd in oynmnK the. views of brother Prince, 
and hoped shortly to ha . e a nmreeontative body of opinioii. •• •_• »• 

Lo^ndl emfeteed that he attempted to aiiewer Uni I'ecl* third qnestion 
with eooMerable diffidence beeanse the matter vw.very d^eate and a aolntioa wm 
ptinutrily tor Indians. He Mid : “All that HU >Ul?»y 

leiteMte diat the new oonsticution miMt contain iSSfvS* 

reqdro to protect Uielr ^itioal liberties sod rights. JJ'* “ of ^ 

diuoos on which not only the Government b\ii all the parties in the Conforaoce 


'®O.Sto'ufarUrd rinell said t^.the. time was 
the effect on trwk of the 

be com|mcated by other economic forces. He hud f o reason t > l> neve .hat tho 
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midertakiog as ngardi Uw boyeott of Brilish eonmodities was geDeraHj beiog dis- 
nganM thoagh cwtain difBenlties hid arisen which the Oofemnent of India was 
considering. Lord Snell was informed that the open preaching of boycott as a ^Hkal 
weapon bad practically ceased, bat efforts were still being made to persnade Indians 
to cease using foreign doi^ That was consistent with the Agreement. Tte Ooferp- 
ment of India bad receirod the general Impression that the sales of fordgn doth, 
inelnding British doth had increased and existing stocks were bdng cleared. 

Referring to the political situation he said while there was dcAnite improtement 
in Bombay Presidency, the position in the United Provinces and thePunJab waa less 
satiiisctm. Lord Snell reviewed the position in the provinces and said that there were 
ttadoubtcoly a widespread desire for peace all over India and there would be general 
reM If the settlement broke down. There wore nndonbtedly dilBcnlt tlmee ahesd, 
bnt greater difficnitici bed been laced and overcome in the past and the Government 
saw nothing in the altuation to justify the mood of pessimism. 

Referring to Burma, Lord Snell said that the auperstition and ignorance of the 
peasantry luul 1>w>n ez^oited by the orgAuUers of rebeliioii assisted by economic dis- 
troM. Althoogb distnrhaiiecs eontiuned. local officers were hopcfnl that the situation 
would be eouirolled. Ha concluded by expressing the opinion that the information 
he was able to supply was re-assuring and said that the situation in India required 
b^ patience and tolerant understanding. 

Lord while thanking Lord' Snell, Intimated that he wonld again raise some 
questions later. 77/c motinn for pnpern fra» tetthdrotnt. 


Bn Cmbmis Mate ei fadia 


mUSE OF COMMOXS^im. HAT mi 

Lord Irwin listened, from the Pecr^* Gaiicry to the Commons debate on India 
Office Estimatee reviewing the effect of his agreenymt with Mr. Gandhi on the trade 
bet'«7aen' Britain and Indha. 

The dbbato waa opened by Bir PkUSo Ct*nlifis^Li$Ur who lamented that there 
wtt BO evidence of an improvemont and complhiiiad' that the agreement, *‘if agree- 
meat it ooafd be called'' was not being carried out in the fetter and eeBtainly not in 
the spirit, while the attempt to found a company for the re-export of atock of 
British eotlon goods at pteseut in India was .0 violeut breach of the whole apirit of 
the Agramient 

Sir JEbrbert Sanml expraued the liberals’^ gratitude that Sir Phiitp Cuniifie- 
Lisler had; voiced the pvotint of Lancasidre whose feeRngs were too deep and wide- 
spKiid for the Oommons to fail to take eegniaanee of. 

8br H. Samnet eaqp rsm m d the opinion that, despite the strength of Japanese 
competition and dseline in India’a purchasing power, Indian tariff and Indian boyeott 
cenatitnlai a aaoil important oauic of the cmlapse of Lanoasbore trade. He said thst 
the only coorae wAa to follow eaergeticaily and ttneorcly the lines laid down by the 
Round Table ConfoceBce, bu^ a fovoarabie aimospherc was necessary for this both 
in India and Britain. 

Bir Hsibert Samuel invited the Secretary of State for India to iudieate the 
steps that were being taken to press on while necessary measures to implement the 
eonetoaiona of the Bound Trhie Oonlerenee fon the sooner this was dons, the more 
likely it would bo that trouUea in India wouldf eeasc. 

Ifr. Wmkm/ood Rmn reminded the Honbs that, though distressed by Lsncaehims 
Irouhie the Bouee hod an equal responsiknlity for the wellaie of the people of India. 
He domaled cottcantfiting on one aspect of the picture and poit^ed out that 
LancanWa trade waa not the only industry to suffer severely in recent years. 
Moieover, tarncashirtf s exports to other countries had also deelined. , . 

Mr. Be Jt said in aome quarters it was wroogly imagined chat the diffioultias 
through which Lancaihire wu passing were solely due to the political cause being 
miihandled in India but it mutt be Xiimembered that, in the last ten years, the 
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Cam. Kmiwisrthif neoeni^ of brbglqg borne to Indie that fbo diff bid 

BM ie d when ebe wea nsuded ei e mileb^oow endTtbat bojeott did not imitf wkb 
tbe ri|jbt etmoipbare te ftba coming cEtmielj difftenU n^otietiom. 

iSir Bamyd Hoar^t^ wbo deebued that tbe goodwfit which tbe Round Table dOa- 
ferenee bad cndea? onted to create, tended to dimppear in coneequenoe of the **poliey 
of drift*' lince adonled bf Wbitebul and warned Adia that it might be neeeieary to 
poetpooe tbe conaioeration of ad?ant!e niitii an atmoaphere of calmer commonaenae, 
good faith and goodwill retnrned. 

Sir 8. Hoare urged tbe Qofemment to enunciate their policy, practically whether 
tbe qneatiQo of aamnaidi was to be treated aa aettled and whmer it was intended 
to ineiat on the apfnt aa well aa tbe letter of tbe Gandbi-lrwtn Agreement. 

Mr, Brnn, rmlying to the debate, reminded tbe Honae that aince tbe Gonference 
bad ended, tbe Irwin-Gandbi oonveraationa. tbe Karachi Congreaa and tbe change of 
VieeR^ had oocnrred. He Ihonght it oould'jnatifiably be aaid that eventa bad moyed 
rather rapidly. Tbe cham of wTlfitl and careleaa dmay waa unfounded. 

Mr. Benn abated Sir S. Hoare*a eagemeaa to coutinne tbe work but there waa a 
good deal to be done. Goremment rcatiaed the unanimona deaire to get on and 
wottld welcome anggeationa to thia end. 

Replying to Mr. Foot wbo aaked whether deprcaaed claaaea would be repreaented 
on the Federal Straetnre Snb-Committee. .Mr. Bcnn aaid that the neraonnel of that 
body waa being yery carefully oonaidered and the point would not be oyerlooked. 

The debate ended on a note of ezcitemmit occaaioned by Mr Bracken*a demanding 
a reply to a ‘‘plain queation** whether Mr. Gandhi accepted the aafeguarda laid 
down. 

Mr. Benn did not attempt to reply. 

Mr, Churchilt jumped up aud aaked angrily. “Arc wc to have an aawer ?" The 
qpeition waa reeeiyed with a atorm of irouical LalM>ur cheera. 

Mr. Churchill was proceeding to complain that Mr. Bonn carefully nyoided the 
real iiauea hue hit yoice waa drowned in Labour cheera and laughter. 

Mr. Benn ioteryened and laid that the baiia on which the (7oiiferciu‘e would 
raaaaembie waa laid down in the White iiapcr on the Trwin-Gandhi diacnaaioiia. 



INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA 


Tk Gnowml ol iMit Despaltk 

On The Closer Union Of East Afiricn 

Oo ihd 2J8L April 1931. th€ Government of Indift piibliftbed their detpetcb to 
the Secretary of State dated the 24th. November on the echeme of a eloeor anion in 
East Africa in whjch they expressed opinion which was in substantia! agreement with 
the views of His Majesty s Government* but suggested safeguanis in the interest 
of the Indian community. The following is the text of tho Dapatch:— 

“Wo have the honour to refer to your teU^grttni Xo. 3301, daM 15th October 193CK 
inviting the views of the Government of India on the scheme of a closer union in 
East Africa as set out in the statement of conclusions of His Majatv's Government 
in the United Kingdom (Command I'aiHir *>574) in so far as it •"fleets the Tadiin 
population in that territory, and suggesting that these views should be expressed in 
a ae1f«contained doeiimint which could be laid before the .loint Select Committee to 
be appointed by the two i louses of rarliuinent. 

we consider it very desirable that the Select t/oininittee should be acquainted 
with the opinion which is held in unollicial Indian circles on the geueral question 
of the estabiishmeni of u closer union between ICast Africa dependencies as distinct 
from the details of any particular scheme. 'I’herc is a general feeling of appr^n* 
•ion that* in any seboiue of closer nnioii. the policy of the Central Autboritv in 
matters of common interest to all the three territorii^s of Kcuya. Uganda and lan- 
ganyika is Imutid to be nflk’ltMi by the political ideals of the European settlers in 
Kenya on account of their nunibci and inlitieiice. and that, as these ideals in the 
past can only be described as complete j>oli(icAl domination by the European com- 
munity, Indian interests must necessarily be endsngcred by a closer union. In (his 
connection we would invite Httcntioii to the passage contained in the memorandom 
presented by the Indian Association. Uar-cs-Salaain. which was printed aa Appendix 
111 to the report submitted to the Govenmient of India by the Right Hoirble V. B. 
Brioivasa Bastri, P. C, regarding his missiou to East Africa in 1028. llie passage 
reads aa follows: “in whatever form closer union is introduced iu East AfHca, it ts 
bound to prejudicially affect the status of Indians in Tanganyika in aa much aa the 
step, under the conditions prevailing in East Africa, will mventuallp develop into 
Kenyanixatioa of all these countries directly aflccting the secure position ana equal 
status of the Indians with the rest of the population under the Mandate. It is fslt 
that in the establishment of a central autbonty, even tbougb at the outset it mifl^t 
be only for the purpose of economic dcvelopmeni, there is a danger of eveuiual 
political unification and that, under tbc new constitutional machinery, safegufurds 
provided under the Mandatory Hystem far from liein^ extended to Keoya and 
Uganda would be weakened in TsugHuyika itself. The Indian oommunity therefore 
views with alarm the prospect ol any plan which has in it potentialities of developing 
into political coalescence territories to provinces of a United State, exercfslng 
both Executive and Legislative powers, lliere is however a school eg 
thought which does not object *o co-ordiaatlon in the administration of laitain 
subjecta common economic interest, '(here in no danger that such co-ordination 
would fotm a prelude to political unification, and if the protection of ladiaa 
interests is ensured by means of necessary safeguards, for instance, adequate Indlga 
representation on the Central (^upcii. ^ . 

Indian opinion has welcomed the reiteration by his Majesty s Government of 
the principle ^ the paramouotcy of *be interests of African natives, and only 
desires that this principle should not be interpreted and applied to discrinlants 
againat the immigrants of a particular race. Considerable unminess bM ho^er 
been caused tecmHy by the reports in the Press that this pnncipte has been 
attacked by important personiges in speeches delivered on various 
which th^ l ire pressed for the supremacy of the ^ hitemao’s rule both in Lasi 
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Afrkft and in South Africa. Althoufih theie speeches refer to the position of White 
seltifni ▼is-i-fis the NatWe inhabitants, there is a fcenuine fear that any change in 
poliey adopted towards the Natives in East Africa may react on the policy adopted 
towards toe Indian immigrant community. Apprehensions are entertained that the 
forees that are at work in an endeavour to secure the reversal of the Native policy 
ammiuieed by His tfajesty’s Government in the White Paper of 1930 (which itselz 
is bot a re-statement of toe policy laid down in the earlier W'hite papers) may 
infliMDeei even though indirectly, the course of action in relation to Indian 
population* 

Ait isgerds the Kenya Lsfi^lative CSoudcU, Ithe qnestion of the introdnetion of n 
common electoral roll is of primary and vital importance, aa on it depends a 
■atiafsetory solntioD of the £tft African problem from the Indian stand-point. Hie 
eonolnaiona of His Majesty’s Government in this regard have been whole-heartedly 
welcomed by the Indian community, which Is anxious that the change should be 
brooght about with the least possible delay, if it is opposed by the local Enropean 
opinum. Hiat community is equally gratified to see that it » proposed to retain 
the offleial majority In ihe Connell. It Is its firm conviction that it is in the 
interests of the 'country that the Natives should continue to be represented by 
offloitls until thqy are fit to represent themselves, and that if the interests of the 
Natives are to be defended by a nominated non-official, there is no reason why the 
ehoioe should be restricted to a Enropean and why an Indian should not be 
appointed.* It It believed, and the bmief Is strengthened by the present European 
agitation in and outside Kenya, that the desire of the non-officiat Europeans to 
rsprcMut the Netives emanets from a desire for power wbich^ ishould there be a 
ooibiliet of Interests, thqy may not Improbably use to the prejudice of those whom 
they are ann^oied to represeot. 

‘*No OBjEcno27 TO Closer Union Scheme*’ 

Having voiced the mingled feelings of satisfaction and apprehension which are 
entertained in non-official ouoles, we now proceed to express our own views on the 
coodusions of Wb Mbjesty’e Government. 

Wo have no objeetion to the scheme of Closer Union proposed in the White 
Fuer* AHhoiiii^ it is evident that the High Uommissiener’s sphere of influence 
wiu extend beyond the sphere of economic inierests, masmueb as one of his dul-iei 
will be to act as Chief Adviser on Nadve and other policy to the Secretary ol 
State lor ihe OolonieL we have however felt (hat any misgivings on this point 
■honld he set «t met by the definite provision of certain .safegnsras. 


High Commissioner’s Councix^ 


which is to assist 


Underlie prepesals of His Majesty’s Oovemment, the Council wl 
OiaHig^ Consumer hi the Asobarge of his duties in relation to transferred 
•erviees wdll oonslstof T members for &eaja, 7 for Uganda and lor Tlhnganyika, 
beddoa ttos offieers from the High Commissiouer’s staff. 01 the 7 menioerB for 
each of the three terntoriea, 4 are to be officials and 3 iion<o£fieia1s. It is further 
proMiibid that in edeotii^ members for noniuiation, the Hii^ Commissioner shall 
have regard, w Isr as pomto to the representation of each racial or other section 
of the oomamiii^. We conaider that the interests of the lodiaa community in 
Kenya, Ummda and Ihogsaylka, are eufficiently extensive and important to warrant 
amplifleation of this pro^um and we would urge (bat it should he definitely 
inovided in the oonedtntion olthe Central Conneir that at least one Indlanfshould 
be appelnted to it from each of the three territories to represent the interests of his 
community. We attach epeeid Importance to this point. 

Althonifi we ''am not direeUy concerned with tiie representation of Native 
Intamtib (W dew is that such interests shonld be represented by Nadves as for as 
pomible^ bnl if the present etm of the Natives’ iotellectnal development dens 
notjpsmi of (lii, the aa e etioo of o&er Uiao Natives for (he pnrpoce shonld not be 
1 to amoMS of any one race, and Indiana shouhf be equally eligible with 

re weleome te iilsgi^ in dause (14) of Part II of Paragraph 5 of the White 
Paper whleli seidni fhe Htob Commissiooer to refer any meaanres pajmed by the 
Oonndl to titoHqBgBMqr wHteto lor Cdouics, for the aignificatioD of Majeito s 
-• H ^ g n i | || ^ IB made to this effect by any three membm We tmet uat 
toiaed imaltend as it will enable the three Indfon members 


THE CLOSES UNION OF EAST AFBICA 453 

in coocert to prolMt the inteMti of their commonity eeftiDet any OMMan 
rrhidi might regard as detrimental or injuriona to the intcRit of uw Indian 
community. 

Native Policy 

We chare the catisfaction ol the Indian community at the ro-affirmalion by Hie 
Majecty*s Government of the priuciplec that the interests of the Afrioau Mtives 
must be paramount, and that the ultimate responsibility for the exerelsa of the 
trusteeship for the native population must rest with His Mo jesty's Government aloiiea 
We support this policy wholeheartedly ns the entire character of the administration 
will depend on it and its reactions arc bound to be felt by non-Native communities 
including Indians. 

FCAXCH 18 E QI-ESTIOX 

The Indian community of Kenya has never swerved fi-om its adherence to the 
principle of a common electoral roll which it has olways regarded as a sign of poli- 
tical Quality. In this, it has had the strongest support of the leaden of public 
opinion in India. The extent of its anxiety to secure a common rdl may bo Judged 
by the fact that it has refused, for several years, to participate iu the letpslative and 
municipal elections on the basis of communal electorates although it has fully rea- 
lised that its continuance of this couiwc has deprived it of the privilege of sending 
reprnentatives of its own choice to protect its interests. Ilia desire for a common 
role is not based merely on sentimenr. Indeed it derives its strength from a Arm 
belief that the general progress and welfare of the colony, as a whole, can bo secured 
only by a system of representation based on common electorates. Tbc demand has 
in no way suffered in keenness, with the lapse of time and has always received full 
support from the Government of India. 

When Lord Milner decided in 1020 that two Indian members should be elected 
to the Legislative Council of Kenya on special franchise, the Government of Lord 
Chelmsford, in their Despatch No. 33 dated 21st October 19^, expressed their inabi- 
lity to accept this decision, and said : desire to reiterate our opinion that there 

should be a common electoral roll, and a common franchise on a reasonable proper- 
ty basis, plus an educational test, without racial diHcrimination for all British sub- 
jects. We believe that is the true solution of tbc Esst African Problem. Wo fear 
that separate representation for different communiiies will perpetuate and intensify 
racial antagonism. On the other band, a common electorate whereby a member of 
one coramunity would rq)re8eiit the constituents of another community would tend 
to moderate and compose racial differences. In no other way, we believe will, the 
diverse races in East Africa become a united people.*' On receipt of these views, 
the mattez was re-opened by His Majesty’s Government and pending a Anal, settle- 
ment of the question of franchise, the Governor of Kenya was autboriiM to 
announce that he would be prepared to nominate four Indians to the I^gislaj^ 
Council instead of the two provided for under the Constitution then existing. Tro 
Indian Community, at first, refused the ofler, but subsequently accepted it on the 
advice of the Government of Jndis. NcgotiatlooB were coiitioucd with a view to 
arranging a settlement that would meet the Indian demands and at the same time 
woula be acceptable in Kenya itself. 

The Wood-Wixtebtox Report 

When the substance of the Wood-Winterton report was tdegrapbed to India in 
the Sommer of 1922, the Government of India considered the terms of«,'tlie 
settlement far more favourable to Indian claims than those contained in the 
Lord Millner's despatch of 21st May. 1920. In particular, these terms conceded a 
common electoral roll subject to ccrlaio restrictions designed to secure a distribution 
of seats adapts to the then existing conditions between the European and Indian 
Communities. On the question of Electoral franchise, the Government of India 
adhered to the views they bad previously expressed. As regards reservation of scata. 
they considered that, if that was unavoidable, they should prefer the second 'alter- 
native proposed under which some const ituencics would be created in which • Enio- 
peans and Indians would be eligible as candidates. His Majesty's Government, how- 
ever, decided that althou^ a proviskm should be made for five Indian non-oflleial 
members on the Council instead of four, these five members should be elected on a 
system of eommunal rqfiresentotion, which system, in their opinion, wu designed 
best to serve the intereite of all concerned in Kenya. 
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Before tlie deciiion wee made public, the Oofemmeot of India ware . an 
opportunity to make a final rmeaentation. They ndhered to the attitude they had 
prerioualy adopted regarding the Wood-Winterton Report in reipeet of a oommon 
electoral roll. They uri^ Siat auch ffanchiie with proriaion of reaer?ed leata would 
■till enable Arab repreaentation to be introduced forthwith and African repreaenta- 
llOtt in doe course. They pointed out that the racial difftrenoe and tenaion in Kenya 
could be oompoaed only if Europeana and Indiana exereiied their voting power on 
a common basla. They repeated their objection to communal ayatem, that it had 
aepanted Indiana from Europeana. 

When the deeiaion waa announced, the Government of India leaned a reaolution 
on the 18th Aueuat 1923, aaying that although they were under an obligation to 
accept the deeiaion of hie Majeaty’a Government and could not aak faia Majeaty’a 
Government to reconaider and revlae a deeiaion just reached after protracted deli- 
berations, they reserved to themadves the liberty of making such representations as 
might be neccaaary whenever in future a legitimate opportunity should present itself. 
Ip^ the circumatancea, it is natural that we should note with great satisfaction that 
His Bfajeaty’s Government now rmrd the eatabliehment of a common roll as an 
object to be aimed at and attained with equal franchise of a civilisation or education 
diaraeter open to all races. We give our warm suptx)rt to this declaration which 
IS in accordance with the opinions wc expressed in 1920 and 1923. Wo would 
however urge that the enquiry proposed to be made by the High Commissioner 
u to what is the most practicable action to be taken in the immediate future 
10 the direction of the establishment of a common roll should bo undertaken as 
soon u possible in order that the fruition of the hopes which the declaration of His 
Ma]eaty*s Government has raised in the minds of the Indian community may not be 
delayed longer than is absolutely necessary. 

COMPOeXTIOK OF KeSYA L£01Si.ATL'UK 

We welcome the conclusion of Wb llajesty’s Government that the constitution of 
the Kenya Legislative Council should be left substantially unchanged and that the 
official msjority should be retained. The reteution of the official majority was one 
of the recommeodations in the Wood-Winterton Keporr. Again in the White paper 
on “Indians in Kenya” His Majesty's Government declared in 1923 that the subtfi- 
tution of an unofficial majority for the official majority could not yet be contempla- 
ted. The circumstances in regard to African representation still remain nnehanged. 
and wo agree with the conclusions of His Majesty's Government that (he goal of 
constitutional evolution which is defined as Responsible Government by a ministry 
representing an electorate in which every section of the population finds an effective 
and adequate voice, cannot be reached at an early date. We are therefore of 
pinion that the retention of the official majority is in the best interests of the 
Colony as a whole. We would have preferm the present position, but have no 
great objection to the appointment of two non-official membert instead of one as at 
present to represent the interests of African and others, as these members are to be 
nominated by Uie Governor with restriction of race. 

It will be observed that our opinions are in substaotial agreement with those of His 
Majesty's Government and we trust it will be possible to provide safeguards which we 
have considered it necessary to suggest. Id conclusion we would ask ygn to approsw 
the Joint Select Committee when it is constituted with a request that we may m 
permitted to preseot the Indian case through a representative who would also be 
able to elneidate in the coarse of oral examinations, such questions as the committee 
may find It necessary to refer to him. 
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The Chamber o( Princea 


.y^ir DELHI^IGiU. MARCH 1931 

There wtt a record attendaiice ol Baling Priucet at the teutfa anniial Mmioii of the 
Chamber of Priucee which waa opened by the Viceroy at New Delhi oo the lOlb, 
March 1931. There waa no lem than ten new Ruling Princca who took their aeata. 

Before addressing the Chamber, the Viceroy announced that the Mahandtt of 
Alwar had presented a clock to the OhaniW whom he thanked on behalf of 
meod^a. His Excellency then pressed an electric button which lighted the eloek. 
Ihe Viceroy then addreaacd the Chamlier as follows 

Thk Vk eroy's ^prech. 

Your HighncsMHs: To-day for the iifih time T hare the pleasure and pvifileise of 
weteoming Votir Highuossas to this (Chamber which now enters upon its^ tenth acMion. 
The eouaplction of a decade in the history of an institiition sneh as this is an msoa* 
— which naturaHy tempts us to look Ijack along the road we hare tcaTenea, to 
. . . .. . -..1 tube ucw thonglit 

t means, f gvitfa to 

.r 

a five years, parmcrsnip wnicn i weiicre, a» i.iinnK tout «tiku»vSSim belief e,aaa om 
a period as critical and important, as fitro years wdl could be. Whfe.. tao mstory of 
our time comes to be written, the last fmv years nay indeed seem pngnant wm 
great issues to the l^tatcs; and the Ibwiid Table Conference in wbioli mimboia ol 
%if Chamber played so notable a part may prove to have been as to yowr 

interests as eve» the coiiclnsion of your ^ treaties or the prwlamation of mm 
V ictoria. In addressing you, therefore, ibis mornii^. I am cireply conscions ot cm 
monieDtons issues which at present occupy our minds. . , . . 

Before, however, I pass to other matters, it is my melanchdy duty to 
death has been busy since our last i^ing. and hu token a heavy toU^ amon g the 
members of your Order. In two Imef mooll^st SnJfc 

to their rest,* and since then two more have been added to thejr number. Hit 

f nww of Took wu tnodier Prince who did .not attaid M 

S«2S. /thS*cS!ntarW he died l>e «« tfU 

uStiug us with the time which now seems so 

of fndU. Jt WM neriinpc not to be enpytai thnt ho wooid ,nwt w pM; 

of from regularly attendiog tto Cumber, **5*'.^ 
of He Iran s Nentor nmooK 

S' sas?v<cs.tRt;.s!^ « iTo-iSfsa 

Stof^BmtwoMnMdlirfln’eiromMiboodbyhirdertilebBeltofoM of ii» 
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HUM* devoted duuDpioM. She took m jiroiinept ptft In the enMer wiioBi 4 i tiiii 
Ohmiiher. Alter the retieed in favoar of her m lier interaet In ile drfiberatioiit 
naabetecL 

We have aleo to mourn the deaths of their late HiehneeseB the Bana of fiarwani 
and the Nawab of Sachin. Your Highiieaaea wiu; 1 haow, wish to eqafe m yonr 
sorrow at these great and erievous losses, and to coovejr your sympaHiy to Che 
bereaved families. You will aleo wiah to join with aie in welcoming cordially to your 
« deliberatioos those on whose sboaldcni have fallen their duties and respoatdbilities. 
In that wdeome I would desire to include those other young princes who sic sow 
johiiBg this Chamber for the first time. 

Let me now briefly claim Your Highnesses’ attention to certain items of hnauicas 
which have recently come within the purview of the Members of this Chainbec. 
Your Highnesses will remember, that last year, you passed a resolution recommend- 
ing that an Indian Baling Prince should lead the Indian delegation to the AssemUy 
of the League of Nations at least once in a cycle of three years. It feii to hfs 
Highness (he Maharaja of Bikaner to be the Leader of the Delegation at 
the meeting of the League Assembly last September, and I am sure that rae state- 
ment which he will present to the Chamber will be as instructive as any of those 
made by his distinguished predecessors. His Highness will also give yon an 
account of his work as the r^resentative of India at the Imperial Conference. We 
need no assurance that His Highness discharged these high responsibilities with dig- 
nity and judgment, and he deserves the deep gratitude of this Chamber for under- 
lying this onerous duty at a time when so many other pressing matters demanded 
hin attention. 

There are also certain questions which have recently been under examination by 
the Standing Committee and to which f would wish to make reference, for thongh 
changing conditions may involve a fresh examination of some of these problems, the 
valuable work which the Committee has done stands as a foundation for farther 
instinctive effort which has yet to be undertaken. 

The important subject of air navigation in Indian States has now reached a com- 
promise, thanks to friendly concessions by all the parties concerned and I understand 
that His Highness the Chancellor will lay a summary of this case More you. 

The question of the future of the Chief’s colleges has also been decided and the 
scheme which has recently received the approval of the Secretary of State will be 
brought into effect as earW as possible. 1 trnst that it will help to iuluse fresh life 
into these institutions and in increasing measure to enlist among your Highnesses and 
your Nobles the sympathy upon which their future well-being must largely depend. 

Another matter of no small concern to the States is the step which my Govern- 
ment have recently taken following the recommendation of the Boad development 
Committee in imposing an additional duty on motor spirit and allotting the process 
lor expenditure on roads. A share of the iucome will be devoted to the Indian 
States and to assure co-ordination of policy, periodic road conferences will be held 
at which the States will be represented. Ibe amounts available for distribution 
may be limited for some years to come, but they are likely te grow with the gradual 
improvement of communications, and I feel sure that Your Highnesses will co- 
operste with my Government in this highly important work which means so much 
to the devetoment of India’s agricuiture, industry and commerce and the general 
prosperity of the people. 

lb brunt of the work which it is the duty of the Chamber to perform naturally falls 
upon the members of the Standing Committee. Your Highnesses xould no doubt 
wmi me to offer our sincere thanks to His Highness the Chancellor and the members 
of the Stains Committee for the devoted labours undertaken by them on behalf of 
the Qiamber duiing the past year. • For reasons of which yon are aware, the 
year baa been a peculiarly exacting one, but Their Highnesses have mven freely and 
ungmdgludy of thesr time and effort in the interests of your Order. His Hiah- 
nsBS the iuharaja of Patiala has held the post of OhanceOor throng^ont the five 
years of my Vioeroyalty, and during this critical and important period, a period in 
which be bad peraonalljr bad to meet and bad sncoessfully exposed much undeserved 
c^mny, be b£i spared neither time nor mon^ in performing the duties and up- 
holding the dignity of his high office. Your Highnesses are, I Imow, deeply oonMOUs 
^ the service be aas rendereu on your behalf, and for my part I would wiui to 
aekbowiedgu nsd rarsly the whole-hearted assistance be has given to 

me in idl mstteri afibeting the afflurs of Your Highnesses and the Government. 
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^5****® His Highness tho MiSiRnia of PaUslt was abMiit% 
.inconvenience to himid^ rematnod for a oonid- 
8i^tioa‘1n Loi^on! *** ^ mmutain touch with mysei/and the States’ nine- 

f Achievement op The Ghambeb 

If time and Your Highnesses’ patience permitted, I mijcht have been 
to survey in more complete manner the achievements of the Chamber eiiioe itstSSi 
ten years ago, but I may perhaps sum up briefly some of the useful pnrpoees it has 
^ an arena for mutual and friendly diMueeiona 

which have clan ned our ideas on cither side and assisted towards the settlement of 
^ Governmeatof India and of many 

points of political practice and procedure. It has bad valuable reactions moreover in 
ways more personal to Your Highnesses yourselves. Apart from training the 
younger members of yoinr Order in public speaking and debate, it ha» brought about 
a unity and sohdariiy of feeling on matters of common interest that axe « impor* 
tance not only to j^urselvcs but to all Indio. Even those who have taken no part 
J2 fbc debates of the Chatiibur iiiust recognise tlie advantages it has obtained fdr 
tMir Order as a whole. ^Vithout trespassing on the individuality of States, the 
Chamber nos shown and Your Highnesses have been nuick to smze the value of 
common discussion. 


The examination of your position and probieins by 





. , ^ — — - -j the Butler Committee 

an immilse to this spirit of unity, and no one will ignore the strength it 

lutained under the stiiiinlus of the recent deliberations in London. Whatever be 
tne result of thiise, 1 have no doubt that the spirit which enabled the States’ dele- 
gation to speak with so such authority on behalf of the Order, was born and nur- 
tured 111 this Chamber. What }Mirt the Chamber is to play in the India of the 
future we can scarcely now foroicll. It may be that it has already served its 
® j ^ Purpose, and that it intiit now yield place to the new Chambers of a Federa- 
ted India, but whatever be in store we can say with coiifidenco that in its ten years’ 
history, it has played no iiicotisiderable p.art, and that it has given those who 
brought It into being good cause to reflect with pride upon their haudi-work. 

A STATI<:h).V[AKMKE DECISION 

I now come to the topic of greatest importance to our session which is now en- 
gaging your anxious consideration. When your delegates sailed from India iaai 
autumn to attend the Hound Table Coiifereticc, few of us, 1 imagine, had anticipated 
or foreseen the dramatic aiinouiicoincnt made after their arrival in London. 1 hod 
of course from time to time, and even os late as last July when 1 conferred with 
certain of your Highnesses in Simla, had the opportunity of discussiog with iMe 
of you, the advantages which a Federal system in this country would clearly oner 
and the mutual benefits likely to accrue from some form of financial and emomio 
union between the States aud British India. Hut I had no certain indication 
that the States would as yet be willing, by surrender of the neeeseary powers, to 

make a system of Federation a reality and it is therefore with all the greater wr- 

diality that I welcome the statesmanlike decision which your repreaentativea foCMt to 
join with British India in the constructive task of fashioning a constitution for toe 
complete unity of this great country. 

I have followed with tho keenest interest the record of your disemim In the 
various committees, and I am glad to see that, while the . most dimwt moieiM 
still awaits solution, you are resolved to face them frankly m a 
compromise and concession. Both these qualities will be nuicb 
tiations that still lie before you aud the representatives of British Ind^ tt 

th» are freely given I am confident that your latours whI w® r 

achievements of a united, stable and prosperous India within the Bntisn, cniipm i 
wish the delegation all success in commending. the results 
brother Prinoee and In enlisting their support in the further 


them, for if counsels are divide the task of fubioniM a — 

ration muat be eeriously handicap]^, and it is therefore to ^ 

(operation of at least a great majority of the States may be asenced witboat delay. 
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Problems Coxfroxttxcj Princes 

It ii • mtittr for personal regret to me that 1 shall not be vritb yon to aid in 
the continuance and applaud the completion of yonr taalr. for liefore many days are 
PMiid the time will hare come for me to bid farewell to Yonr Highnesses ana this 
Chamber. When that time conics, and when f look back on the years I hare snent 
in India, among my most pleasant recollections will be my associations with \our 
Hwhueases ana your States. They hare ranked high among my most important 
duties, but their performance has liccii greatly lightened by the warm and nnir^rsal 
friendship extended to me by Your Highnesses. The crents of these years and the 
sttbjicta we hate discussed have been so many and diverse that agreement has, in 
the nature of things, not always been possible, hnt I think that yon have Iielicved 
that I have been actuated by what T considered liest in the common interests of 
the Rulers and peoples of the States: and on this last formal occasion of address- 
ing you,] would wish to acknowledge and thank you for that confidence. I must thank 
yon also for the many happy memories of days spent ns a guest in your States and 
for much generous hospitality. I am well aware that there arc carping cri'ics who 
are ready to acense the Princes of India of wasting their substance in cnt* itaining 
Viceroys and who believe that such visits arc n compact of iHirnp and ceremonial in 
the midst of which moves a Viceroy blinded to the true conditions existing in the 
States. As you know, and I know, this picture is far from reality. The conditions, 
difficulties and problems of the States would mean little to a A^'lceroy ivho never left 
Simla or Delhi and did not see things for himself and with his own eyes. The 
picturesque ceremonial that represent the ancient traditions of the past, and the 
varjod entertainment which is so hospitably provided for a few lighter hours form 
only the smaller part of the intimacy which is a feature of these occasions. 

1 personally can remember the long heart-to-heart talks in which every aspect 
of administrative problems and difficulties has been discussal. 1 have met yonr 
offieialii and seen your institutions and* he would be unwortliy of the rmst of Vice- 
roy who could not derive some profit and form some judgments from snrli expe- 
riences. There have been cases, to which these visits have seen the settlement of 
serious and weighty problems at issue between my Government and the Rnlers. 
And last but not least who can claim to know India and India's wonderful history 
who has not travelled widely in the i^tates and seen the age-old monuments of 
ancient India, the Budhist temples, the deserted cities of rnnished kingdoms, the 
fortresses famous for stories of Rajput. Mughal and Marntha courage and chivalry 
and the ports and harbours whence from time immemorial the trade of India has 
set forth? It is* indeed hard to namp a State that has not added to mv knowledge of 
and interest hi all for which this great country stands. For this ana much more 
1 tender to Y^oirr Highnesses my thanks on the eve of my departure. If on rare 
occasioBS we have disagreed, we have disagreed ns friends and I say in all sincerity 
your unswerving frlenmlMp has done nincii to lighten the inevitable burden of 
my high office. 

Hie course of events ha.s decided that I should sever my official association with Your 
Highuestes at a momentous period in yonr history. You stand at the parting of 
ways and the road to which your deliberations in London have guided you is, I 
believe, the road which will: best promote your own interests of your subjects and of 
India. It means as we alt recognise a departure from a tradition which has lasted for 
100 years, which has taking it ml in all serves you well and under which your State have 
been preserved and brought to their present point of advancement and progress. It 
means the passing of the old conditions in which you have liecn able to develop on your 
own lines lufected but little by the movements around you. Your internal afrairs 
have for the most paH been excluded from the questioning if ontsiders and vou 
have bad every omx>rtunity of achieving the ancient Hindu ideal of kingabip. 
Buccets in that aohteveraent has varied with the indiyiduality of difierent Rulers. But 
I am glad to testify, both from mv own observation, and from the evidence of those 
who are qualified to judge, that there has in the main been a steady improvement 
ill the standards of administration in your States. 

REifiN Of Law In Statf.6 

The spirit which inspires a Government and in which its functions are carried 
out is moia important than its constitutional form, and whether it be autooracy, 
coDstittttioiwl {Miiardiy or democracy its success will be guided by the extent to 
which it mvidcs certain essential conditions for the welfare oi its subjects. 

Your Hig^ftses will perhaps allow me tO' indicate briefly what in my view 
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theM are. 1 hue must be a reign of la^r and order based either .expretiW or 
tacitly on goodwill of the eoramiinity. Individual liberty and ricbti 

must be protected and the cf|iiidity of all the niciubers of the State before the law 
be , reoogiiwed. io secure this, an efficient Iv orir • • 
maintained anil a strong and eoiniieteiit ' " 

interference by the Executive and irremovable w* long n» they do their duty, 
laxatiou shpuld be slight as cirinuustaiices permit easy of collection and cerUdn 


. ‘'r|?“»iseil police force must be 
judiciary secured from the arbitrary 
long as they do their dntT* 

and proportioiuite to the means of the taxpayer to pay. ITie ix^raoiini expenditure of 
the rules should be as nmderaic as will stifhce to niaiiitHin his iKMitioii and dignity 
so that as large a proiiortioii as jiossiblc of the Stale revciiiiei mav be available 
for the development of the connniiniiy such as, coniiiiiinicatioiis. edlicaiion. health 
and social wrvjccs, agriciiltiiic, housing and other kindred matters. There should 
be *oiwe cflective means of asceituiniiig the needs and dcsiii'es of its subjects 
and of keeping close touch between the (iovernnicnt and the (ioverned Keligious 
toleration and coiicilliatioii in all dispiiti's l>eiween thesuhjeets are important and 
last but not least is (he need to choose and trust good counsellors. l>y this fierhapt 
more than ought else is a wise ruler known and the fulness of his ^t^ist in com* 
peteiit advisers will in great putt be the measure id the eonhdein v which his ticcmle 
re]K>8e in him. 

.1 iiinst not however allow my adiltcas to Your Mighnenscs to develop into a 
treatise of the theory of (iovernineiit. i^ome may say that it is not always so easy 
to carry such precepts into practice but there are. ' I believe, few who would not 
readily admit these minimum requirements of good administration and you will reuiem- 
ber that a resolution by J l. M. the Maharaja of liikuner commending ita essentials was 
passed not long ago with iinanimitY in this (liamber. There is no disguising from 
ourselves that the new orilcr of (lungs itml the irreuistible logic of events tiro lifting 
the veil from iinu'h that has hitherto bet'ii <consldeml of private concern, and more 
and more factors iric lending to bring yoiu* aHairs into piibnciiy." \Mie;e there is 
i'riiicism on any of your iidininist rations, be it baaed on reaaeiiable grounds or 
s.MircitouB and* iiiisinroi im*d. the bi st answer on the |>art of those ‘who have 
nolliiug to hide is the issne of full and regular adniuiistratioii repo*‘ts from which 
the public may Learn .how your (loverntueiit is (iiituh!! on. i^tieli pitblicMion bat 
ahvnyB been desirablo. but it will Jit essentiiil nlieii in tliese ehsiigiiig times you 
come to Jake your pail in the Kcderul CoiiBtitutioa of All India. ITiat coiiilitulion 
wilJ not atlbet your itiienuil lutitononiy in Non-lI iiJcral matters, bul in comiiKm aiib- 
icets you will have to bring to The eoinmoii }iO(di luforiiiatioii of which the Political 

* * « 1?- t i. I iicj)^lories, 

I welcome the tn« 
and embiwces in one 

wide sweep the idmlity of intcicsts and srfidaiiiy of liritisb India and the Indian 
L^tntoi. * . . ^ , 

J]«t kl us not foigel that, as >on ai quire a vixm in the contrm of common 
subjects and as vout internal aflaiis become of inereasiiig intercfl to public o|mtoii 
in India, there will come to you inoie and more resiKUiaibi lily for bnngiiig 
administrations to the level deinaiided of 4iJl modern Cioicnunents. 1 ackn^leagc 
gratuity that there arc many J^tntes that have nothing to fear whet© wit hin Inc 
compass of their resources all that is itossible is done for the wcliaee and piogwst 
of (heir autnecis. lint tberc ait*, still others to which this d^nption camw apf^ 
wliere personal extra vagniice has injured the tinancial stability mi 
adiniiiistrations must rest, and where lop little is sjicnt on 

ment of tlie people. Where sueb conditioiis exist they iSESI 

to whole boay of your Older and 1 appeal to )oHr ^*^**"‘*•5? y®?? 

influence as the Viceroy must use his, to sociuc improvement. Xhcrc will men ne 

you?^raonal’?nd dynastic relations arc likely to j same 

Viceroy with the C^wii, and your guarantees will leniain under the same con 


\iccroy wiin ine i./Town, ana your guaiuuiwi ...» ----- 

tiona M heiotoforc. Let it therefore be your «jd«ivoar ^ 
th^ will be as proud to be subjects of "• ^ proud of xou 

states’ iiarttierabip in a P'ederatioii of All-Iodia. «ith tha 

Your HighnesM, you will require both cour^ and wi«do»ii |«*t 

many new problems with which you will be ^{tt 

opening address in this Chamber, arc to express the ho^ and Wief th^^ 
be found not une^iual to the task and in all siocer iy a^ w^^^^ 
wish Your Highiicies God-spe^ in your cftjrts for 
well-bSiig of your States and of India within the orbit of the tintisD b p 



4<0 


( NEW DELHI 


THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES 

Proceedinfi and Retolutioni 

Tbibdte to Departed Princes 

Altar die Viceroy’s spe^ the Msbarajs of Patiala moved and tho Maharaja of 
Bikaner seconded a resoiatioD placing on record tho loss sustninn^ by tho Chamber 
in the deaths of Rana Sahib Barwani, tho Begum Mother of Bhopal, the 
Maharana Sahib of Udaipur, the Nawab of Rampur, the Maharaja of Orchha, the 
Nawab erf Sachin and the Nawab of Tonk. 

Ihe Nawab of Bhopal, thanking the Chamber, referred to the deep interest his 
mother took In the welfare of her subjects. 

The Nawab of Bampur was profoundly touched by the reference to his father 
and said it would be his life long endeavour to serve his Order. 


CONORATITLATION ON AflCESSION TO OADI 


By the second resolution, tho Maharaja of Patiala congratulated their Highnesses 
of Cmnbay, Indore, Jaipur, Lnnawnda,Orchha, Rampiir. Bachin. Tonk and Udaipur on 
their ascension to the gadi of their States and welcomed them to the Chamber. 
He also congratulated the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj on his entry into tho Chamber. 


Work of Princes* Delegat'on to R. T. C. 

Theteeftor, the Maharaja of Patiala made a statement regarding the work of the 
Indian States’ delegation at the R. T. C. 

The Bfahanda oi Patiala, in his :;Uiteinent of the work of the Indian delegation 
to the Bound Table Confercuce, said that in selecting dclegntes to represent Indian 
Stat^ the Viceroy* took full counsel with the Standing Committee of tho Chamber. 
The immediate tasR which confronted the Princes was to discover the best method 
of seouTmg adequate recognition of tho claims of the States at the Conference; In 
the meanwhile a special committee of Ministers examined all praelieal proposals 
with mat care and subsnitted a unanimous report recommending a Federation with 
British India as the most satisfactory solution of the problem of Indian States. The 
Princes therefore readily accepted the invitation extended on behalf of British India 
by Sir Tqj Bahadar Sepru to enter the Federal: '>n. lliis however wns dono on two 
conditions : (1) that each State should have the option of entering or remaining 
out of the Federation and (2) that acceptance was provisional and the delegation 
reserved to themselves full ^dom of action in respect of the completed picture 
of the new constitution. The Princes also made it dear that the continued 
connectioD of India with the British Crown and a guarantee of their rights under 
the Dew constitution were essential conditions precraent to their aceeptance of the 
scheme of Federation. Iheae conditions were accepted by the conference. 

Proceeding the Maharaja of Patiala said the main object of their representatives 
on the Federal Structure Sub-Committee was to secure fl) complete and absolute 
gnarantoes for the maintenance of their treaty rights ; (2) an adequate voice in the 
detarmination of Aii-India policies and (B) constitutional safeguards for the contin- 
uance of such vested rights and interests as their States possessed in various 
maltare. EDs Highness continued : 

**fiow far these ol^ecto have been secured by our representatives, may be easily 
Judged from the reports of the various commv ^^s which have now been published. 
The delegation themselves believe that they have secure ! safeguards for the main- 
tanance of the treaty rights of States. This is evidenced by the list of Federal 
■ubjeeta to which only those have been assigned which were considered absolutelly 
essential In the interests of the whole of India. Farther some subjects are Federal 
only lor the purpose of legislation and policy. The delegation were specinly 
eanful to reserve to the States administration of certain subjects proposed to be 
classed as federal in future and which are now beiog administered by the States 
Oovemments. They also secured an adequate voice in the determination of ail 
India policies thiwigb representation in both the Houses. The claim of the States 
to weigfatags of a4iamber of seats in the Legislature has been accepted in principie. 
It was also amed that the Executive Govern mcDt in future would be composed 
with r^fnesentatives of the States. In order to protect vested interests and special 
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nghts of tho Stoics the dcioRation also made it clear that there would have to be a 
^veDtum with every State enterinfr the Federation and it should be open to the 
Stote to reserve any special rights or interests which they now enjoy, 

“In regard to representation of the States in the Icgislatnre, our wpresentotives 
wm able to secure the aoccptance of two principle namely : (1) that the method by 
which our representatives are chosen shonld be left solely to ns : (2) that the allot* 
ment of seats in the different Stntis should also be settled by the States among 
^msdvcR. 1 need not add that dynastir and perKonnl niattors are reserved to the 
Crown as hitbertofore. llioy will continue to be decided by tho Viceroy on 
of the Crown. And it was made plain that the transfer oi this power to the Icgla- 
latnrc was^not contemplated. In the matter of defence the proposals eontemplate 
no change in regard to the mninlenanee by the States of tbeir force and our dele* 
gation insisted that when defence becaine a fully Federal snbjeet, eontribniions 
already made by the States towards military expenditure should be taken into full 
consideration.’- 

The Maharaja of Patiala continuing said that the Federal Assembly would have 
control over only auch Kubjecis ns had l>cen fcderaliscd. In regard to other subjects 
they would continue to he within tiu* exclusive niilhority of the Sintes* Oovemmont. 
In conclusion the Mnhnrnja of Puiinln said that the Prime Minister of England 
had accepted the conclusions of the conference and had declared that, so far as the 
btotes were conccrcd, their authority excepting in those matters which were by their 
consent assigned to the Federal ifovernment, would continue to l>c unimpaired^ 

Tho Vicerof/, before adjourning the Ohnniber till the next day, said that ^ere would 
be no debate on the stall ment of the Maharaja of Pnliain but n nsolniion would bo 
moved at a later stage embodying the decisions of tho ('hamber, on the conclusions 
of the London conference. A group phnlogiajih of the Princes with tho Viceroy 
was then taken and the Viceroy infornmlly unveiled the iMiituc of fxird Reading 
which was n gift of the I'uUr of Datio. 


.S’FCr)A7> DAY ■ 17th. MADcU lOlU 
Alp, iCavkj.mh'n Ovi.n 

The Chamber of Priners held a brief sitting of t>Yclx'e minutes to discuss two 
resolutions which figured on the agenda paper to-day. 

At the ontscM. the Maharaja of .fnipur look hi» seat in the Chamber amidst the 
applause of his brother Princts. 

The Maharaja of Patiala, the Chancellor, moving the resolution said that the 
question had been under discus^^ion since l92i* when the approval of tho Btanding 
Committee of the C-hamljcr was sought to the following Htatcmrnt of thn position : 
** In virtue of the fact that by treaty and nsage the control of the foreign relations 
of the Siates In India is vested in the I’ritish Government the right of lbs nrUish 
Government to deal with international air iiavig.it ion on behalf of the Btstes is 
assured. It ia further recogiiisid that the British (tovernment possesses tho right to 
deal with internal air navigation within the limits of India for the purposes of the 
protection of the nuUual intcrefifs of the States and the DrifiHh Government and of 
the States among thcmstlvci*. Bnt the right of internal ioiial sovereignty in tho StatM 
should be recognised for such puT]K>scs as (1) prescribing of prohibited areas within 
their territories for the purpose of protecting the persons of the Princes and the 
palaces and residences of ihc Princes and their families and (2) exercise of the 
existing fiscal rights. ’ ™ ^ . 

Tte Maharaja of Patiala said in the course of 1929-110 the Standing Committee 
held many prolonged sittings and finally rcachrd coroproiniBC which ensured the 
swercignly over air to ihe states fon<t*rrcd and neknowlcdgci.l their fiscal and other 
interests involved, m.aking piovir-ion sin.nitaiicoiisly for the neemary co-operation 
with the Goverrimt iil of Jndia to cncble the discharge of international obligations 
on behalf of and for iho security of India as a whole. These tentative conclusions 
were further examined by tho Government of India and resulted in^ the form^ of 
an amended sunimniy which was subsequently adopted by ihc standing CommittM 
and which the Mabaiaja of I'juiala asked tho Chamlwr Jo adopt fo-day. In this 
connection His Highness made two rtmarks, and with regard to Ihc word " emer- 
gent in the preamble which word, he said, could not be foreseen. Secondly, pro- 
vision was made to exclude from the British Indian soil foreign air craft. The 
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retiffon for the qualifying «aid the Mnhaniift of raiiala. wa« that the poaaihle 

ncccBsity of excluding the aircraft of fomi^n nations from Aving and cylaolishiiifr 
thcfflflelTea in India could not be diHrep:arded. His HiKhneaa, however, made it. clear 
that the provision did not refer to the aircraft of Indian i^tatea. 

The Maharaia of BiLamr KU|ii)ortc*d the resolution which was adopted ttem 
oon. 

The Chamla3r then considered a resolution that reco;;nisin^ the sovoreitrnty ot 
the Eulers over their territories, embraces the air space above those territories. As 
however the British (lovernment is responsible for the defence and security of India 
aa a whole, its service, aircraft naval and military, would la? free to fly over hum in 
the territories of the States, without restrictions, provided that in peace time, except 
in emergency they would (a) not fly over prohibited areas, (li) nor land anywhere 
else, but in places, fixed by an agreement with each Stale. As the foreign ixilations 
of the Slates are conducted by the British (Government, the (tovernment would 
regulate air navigation over States in the fulfllnient of the international obligations, 
arising out of the Air Convention or otherwise, in respect of which the States have 
been previously consulted. Such previous consultations may he done away witli in 
cases of emergency. The solution also provides that the Stales should urgently 
enact and tsiforce legislation on the lines of British India with reg:ird to air navi- 
gation and the riikis and regulations thenaiiider for the time lieing in force. Any 
changes of variation required by local t'onditions Hhould be made after eonsultation 
with the British Government. The iirtates would provide the latiding ground.s ncccjs- 
sary to the development of air navigation in India. The Stales would lie free to 
constRUet and cHtablish liitiding grounds and aerodomes within thoir territoricf*. 
provided the tc<*hiiical stafl*. emptoed by them is fully qiialifiiid. Indian Slates’ 
air>eraft and pei^oiincl would be licensed by niTfrugemens with the British Govern- 
ment. Fiscal and Xutionul aircraft rights of the States have bwn reserved except 
in caeee of cmeigency. 

I M lui— vriATi: liu.mioxK Ijnk. 

ihe IMcr of Molar HoUa mm-cd and Ihc Btilcr of Bhawnlpiir supported a reso- 
laifon that the int(.a*-linking of the itelcphone of <^0 Slate to another Kate W'herc 
no other tcn'Hwry intervened, should be pormitted. Ihe ncsoluliow was adopted 
iiDaniiiioualj. 

Ihc Chariibcr was >idjonnj.oiLl till the .next duy. 


muiv /Aiy- .i/.!A‘(7/ 

WoKK .IT liiK hK.ua’ R ur Nation!- 

'Hie (/tonibcr of Briflces sai for forty minutes this morning, when the MlHiaraja 
of /V/w/fcc made a joint staUemciii ngarding his work at the AsscmJdy of the liCague 
of Xatiofis and at the Imperial Corifcivnce in Ixmd^ai. 

Mewing ihe lust session of the League in broad perspective, the Maharaja of 
Bikaner said hs most irafKntant prc-occnparioHi^ were disarmament and economic 
co-operatiou among the nations of the world. t.hnnecU'd with Ihe subject of limita- 
tion of Armanieuls. but in a M^tise wi< 2 er in seo{)<‘. was the project of Kuropean 
Tnion foreshadowed hy M. Briand. And although M. Briand had disclaimed all 
idea of organising £uro}je in a spirit of autagonisui to the rest of the world, there 
w*aa great need for avoiding anything that might give rise to the nttaappidheaBion 
outside Europe, that the machinery of the League, which stood, not lor Europe 
nor to Asia oiit for the whole world, was Ijcing utilised merely to promote Euro- 
peon aims. This aspect of ihe matter, the Maharaja of Bikaner said, he had brought 
out in his speech before the Assembly of the I<cngiie, and a resolution was finally 
adopted in rqipird to it. 

As rcgnrds the economic Held, the main work was done in (he Second Committee 
where the proposal of the Indian delegates for a continued and systematic study of 
the depression ill industry and trade, which was really periodical in character was 
adopted. By calling for the treatment of agricultural problems on a level of equa- 
lity with those of industry and commerce, provision was made for a study of 
matters which were of special interest to countries like India, 
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nmTE ON KEr>KUAT10X SCirKMK 
Work at the Jmperiae Conteresi e 

Ksferriiig; lo the Inipcrinl (Conference, the ilnharaja of UHaiier Raid the ranse of 
anhjecU cOTerM by that conference iraa wide. The Imiwrint Oonference of 1030 
c'lnatitntcd^ land-mark in inter-imperial rdalionabip by attciiiptini; a dcHiiition of 
attribu^ of Doinimon Statiw. The implieationR of ihia deliiiition had to bo 
further e^y^tted, and stated iii the* form of constitutional proixxiitionR by another 
confoi^ ^aud Its report was the basin of the last Iinttcrial Conference. Ah rctfa^H 
iiiter-imf>dtnal relations, the conference dealt with highly iiiiportant but intricate 
coustitntiaiiial problems, such as, lepslative powers of Dominion Parlinmeiits, provi* 
sioii of the adjustnient of disputes between solf-a<'>vcrninfc iiicinbcni 

of tlic CcAni moil wealth, di|Momatic representation abroad of the Dominions and so 
forth. This ^roup of subjects tormed one important part of the aj^ionda. The other 
related to closer economic cevoperation between the various units of the Emi>irc with 
a view to the promotion of economic pro8iM»rity. 

ProeecdiiiK, the Maliuraja of Rikaiier said the scheme devised for ih » institution 
of a Commoiiwenitli Tribunal for the ptirimse of determining; dillcren: i-s and adjust* 
iiij; disputes of a jiistiliublc eharacter whieh mifrlit arise betwoiv; the Dominions 
inter tte or lietwcen tluau and (treat Rritain mijrhl not be without a bearing; upon 
the sunilar problem cnf;aging the atteniion of the Princes in fiuiia. 

1le|c:ardiiig the contemplated change in imtinnaliiy and common status, the Maha- 
raja of Hikancr said he made it plain at the ('nnfcnmec that nothing should lie 
tsk^n to imply any admission of any alteration in the status mid iintioindity of 
Jiidinii Slates and their rulci*s and toeir subjects, whatever they might be, by dis- 
cussions of that or allied inter-imperial snbjfvts before the coiifcniiiee. He stib- 
scf|uently recciveil a communication from the Secretary of Stjitc telling him that the 
recoinmeiidatioiis .and conclusions reached at the Imp'criiil (’onfcrcnc<‘ would in no 
way prejudice the imsition or status of the Priiiecs of India or their subjects. In 
eoiieliiHiott, the Manaraia of llikancr said India s imliey of di«criniiiuitiiig protection 
was exfioUiided uith aumiralilc Iiicidily by her delegates. 

The., waharnja of Knpnrlhnln proi^sed and the Maharaja of Patiala seconded a 
vote of Uianks to the Maharaja of Bikaner for his meritorious work at the liCagiiu 
and thellmpenal Conf<*roiioe, and for his lucid statement before the ('hunilM*r. 

The viceroy, in ussociaiiiig himself with the remarks of the Bnlcrs of Kapurthiila 
and Patella, said the reports of the work done at the Deagiic Itoic testimony to tJic 
close between the ]K)litics of India and tlic worlil. 

was adopted and the Chamber uas adjourned. 

FOURTH 7).4}-l9th. MARfJU 19::i 
Frokration SdiKMr I>r.nATi:r» 

s^lieakiiig in the (’hamber of Princes this morning on the motion of the Maha- 
raja of Hirtnmr supporting the Federation scheme, the Mahamja ofRnra said the 
States had agreed to sonic sort of fusion with British India but. in what form this 
fusion was possible remained to be seen. Until this was known mid until the de- 
tails of the scheme of Federation were examined and understood it would l»e difll- 
cult to say what would happen to the huge exijerimenl in political evolution. 

'ilic Raja of MnmU supported the resolution. 

The Viceroy congratulatcil the mov«!r and snp|)orlcrs, partic.nlnrly the jlsja of 
Korea and emplnisim the desire in all (luarters to welcome the work nl ready done 
ill the London Conference. This resolution would strengthen the hands of those 
who wei-c working for a federation. The final i>icture was yd to lie filled in and 
their Highnesses were ciiliiled to claim that they should know the details lieforn 
giving tlieii final judgmcni. frr taking up this atlitnde, thej were doing rxncity 
what the Conservative Parly in England bad done. At ihc same nine I^rd Irwin 
watitfri every Prince to keep Insfore themselves the vision of a >vidci indni. Ihe 
repev /Itatives of their Order and those associated with them had laid Jiidni iimJci* 
a deS^ ^ gratitude for bringing this ideal into the field of praciical |h>1iIics. 

The rmitttioii was put and carried. 

Next Stacie ok thf II. T. C. 

The Maharaja Rntia^of ^Dholpiir moved : ‘ The Chamber autlioriM-s its rcprwiiia- 
tives farther to carry on disentsioiis and iiegofiations with due irgard^ to in- 
tereaU of the Stotes and subject to final eoiifirmatioii ami latitK aticu. tiy the 
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dumber and each individual State.” He em phaaigcd the absolute neeessity of eloseiy 
BcmtinisiDff the events of advance in the direction of the evolution of a mater 
India so that the vital interests of the States were in no way irretrievably saeridesd. 
In order that thm might be perfect niiderstanding, it was neccssaiy that the mem- 
bers of the Princes’ Order, together with their nominees, should oe assodated with 
all committees and other Imdics constituted to examine questtons connect^ with the 
Bound Table Conference discassioiia. His Highness advised his brother Princes to 
pledice themselves to help the scheme to the best of their ability. (Cheers.) . 

The Maharaja of Kopurthala, supporting the resolatioiit said the provihional ac- 
ceptance of the principle of Federation by the Indian Stat-es’ delegation ne^ cause 
no alarm or perturbation, for it was officially adumbrated in the Montibr^ Report 
and later envisaged by the Simon Commission. They mnst acknowledge the fact that 
the Indian States’ delegation in assenting to the principle of Federation, made clear 
that it was subject tn the prodsion of gnaraiitees regarding the integrity of the 
States, treaty obligations and the rights and prerogutivus of the members of their 
Order, the vesting of the power of dixtisioii in the Crown in personal dynastic 
affiiirs, and the discretionary right of each individual State to enter or to refuse to 
enter the proposed Fideration. But it must be remembered that a Federation was 
the only possible and practical way of India oeeupying its destined place in the 
British Gominoiiwealtb of Nations. 

The JRaja of Sitamau said that the Indian States’ dclcgaiion should do its best to 
see that all the States, big and small, had fair representation in the future Federal 
L^lbwurcs. 

Maharaja of AUmr^ in supporting the resolution, pointed out that, whatever 
the Indian States delegation might <io at the second Conference, would be subject 
to confirmation by this Chamber, and whnt was more important subject to eoii- 
firmation and ratification by each individual Slates. lUms, the Chamber and cvny 
State had its right to criticise what would be agreed upon in London. But the 
Chamber must make it clear that the Princes wore prepared to join hands with 
Briiiidi India, provided they were not made to forsake their t rudilioiial and h^preditary 
iuteiests. For the idea of a Federation, two factors were mainly responsible, one of 
the Viceroy of India, liord Irwin and the ''Viceroy of India” the ship. While His 
Excellency by his despatch sapporlcd the prineiplc of Federation, it was on the 
“Viceroy of India” that delegates proceeding to Ijoudon were enabled to upon 
a Federation as the basis of future consiii ution. Whatever the rate of proKress in 
Indian States or British India, there must be good government as u conditioi . prece- 
dent to the growth of a Federal Coustitntlou. (AppiuiiseJ / 

The resolution was put and carried. 


Tribute To Lord Iuwin's Services 

Lastly, the Maharaja of Patiala niovc^ a resolution placing on rc«*ord the Cham- 
ber’s sense of a deep obligation which India owed to Lord Irwin for his vivid sym- 


U8 grows angry when Your 



wlicirul)V - - 

to India, ICugland, and to the whole British Empire. 

The Chancellor said : ‘ Individually, each one of 

Kxcell~r''‘'* in tin miiirla rmrlinnu from < 

heart 1 
assail 
Yet, w 

Jjct us now — 

verfict of history to-morrow, a verdict which the future generations can never ques- 
ttou bo the historians as cnrpingly Jseienlifie ns they like. We tender our eolkrtive 
iro^-bye with regrets, but we trust, as individuals, we may meet Your h^tci^lKncy 
on many a future occasion. Whetever hw creed there is none of ns who don^ «[»» 
way to Providence that Y'our Excellency may live for many years, and ngy [•‘J 
^ranted the reward of seeing how each of those years vindicates inmasmji'^ tne 
sagacity and humanity with which India’s aspirulioiis had been irisitcd during tin*’ 
historic Viceroy al ■ now so soon to clo^’e. ’ , , . . 

The Nawab of Cambay and the Nawab of Malerkotia suppjpted the ri^Intioii. 
The Maharaja of Bikuuxir said : “Our uppermost leelings are if >vc can riot nau 
Lord Irwin wila u» for all tinic, we hoia* that Irwin afti'i* Irivm will follow 
Viceroy erf India.” 
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PATIALA’S BEPLY TO THE VIOEBOY 


4M 


Lord I^in, thanking the Chamber, remarked that the lire yean had moved very 
qniiAly; Evm one was open to criticism, for criticism was part of the didly bread 
m thw ezistenoa^ But His Ezoclioncy avened: “I have made fewer mistakes 
Ui^^those wlm enumn me would have made bad they ton in a similar position.” 
&f jie never lost his faith in tiding over difficulties, and in this he was fielto 

.Concluding, Ixird Irwin fdt happy toat bo was being sueoeem if 
J iWillingdon in whom their Highnesses would find a wise and good oounseilor 
f O true m^d. (Applause). 

Inc resolution was carried, aud the CSiambor adjourned. 


FIFTH DAY-^SOih. UAFCH 1030 


Eijsci'Ions to the Chamdbr 


The keenest contest for election to the Chancellorship of the Chamber of Princes 
rmultcd to-day in the election of the Nawab of Bhopal who secured M votes. The 
Maharaja of Putinla secured 23 votes, and the Maharaja of Baroda and Alwar one 
each. Ihus the Maharaja of Patiala vacated after five years* Chancellonhip. 

The Maharaja of Cuteh tiollud 32 votes for Pro-Ohanccllorship against the Maha- 
raja of Alwar who got IG. The Maharajas of Jodhpur, Paiina, Rewa and Porbandar 
polled one vote each. 

The following were elected to the Standing Committee 

The Jam Sahib of Niiwanngar (45 votes), the Maharaja of Alwar (37), the Maha- 
raja of Bikaner (32) and the Muhanija of iJholpur (23). For the fifth place there 
was a tie between (he Maharaja of Patiala and the Chief of Sangli with 22 votes 
each. After five iniiiutcB* conversation with the Maharaja of Patiala and the Political 
Secretary, Sir CharltH Watson, a fresh ballot was ordered by the Viecroy. This re- 
sulted in the Mabaruju of Puliiila obtaining 33 votes for the Standing Oommitieo 
an against 21 secured by the Chief of Sangli. 

The following five were elected as substitute mcni1)crs to the Standing Committee 

«The Maharaja of Probandar (22 votes), the Chief of Sangli (23), the Maharaja of 
Dungarpur (22), the Nuwab of Mulcrkotla (20) and the Matuirnja of Bewa (19). 


Patiala’s Reply to the Vu ERoy 

/ The Maharaja of Patiala, Chancellor, replying on behalf of . the Princes, on tho 
ViceroyT opening address, referred to his Excellency's speech, in which His Excel- 
lency had said : **Wc Bhall witness the tcrmiimtion of our happy partnership of 
five years,’ The Chancellor Raid : ‘There will yet be occasions for us all to ex- 
press our regret at the dissolution of that partnership, which has been characterised 
throughout by mutual trust and esteem. Wc as^uirc your Excellency that our 
sorrow at parting with you is deep and sincere, and in saying this 1 am sure that 
wc express not iiierely the feeling of our order but of the country at large. 

He thanked the Viceroy for settling the quest ion that, in a cycle of three years 
at least, once the Indian (felcgatio/i to the Assembly of the Lcoguc of Nations should 
be be led by a Ruling Rrince. ‘Wc are also indebted to your Excellency for appre- 
ciating and agreeing with our basic contciitioiis in regard to air navigation in In- 
dian btates. As regards (be share of ihcldtatCH in the income dcrivra from addi- 
tional duty on motor spirit, wc arc glad that a division consonant with our wishes 
bos toll reached, though it may still be necessary further to discuss the manner 
of giving that decision eficct. hio far as the conferences to be held is concerned, 
Ihe matter is under our consideration and subjt^et (o an adeejuate recognition of 
we would be bound in the interests of the agriculture, industry and 


commerce of our own States to co-opcrate in any measure suggested by tho ubvern- 
Sient of India with a view to the improvement of coininuiiications in *hc country. 

& The Maharaja of Patiala urg»xl for nii early establishment of direct political rcla- 
=?tion8 with the States which arc still in rclaiionslup with the provincial Govciomeiits., 
iHc also pleaded that the arrangcmeiiis governing the present system of direct re- 
lations should be simplilieU so as to bring the yialcs and their Rulers into a closer 

contoct^A itself, the Mah.irftja of Patiala said that it was a great 

satisfactSn to reflect that the concciriion of Pruiec-s that such a chamber should 
exist, hs d ton fully justified by the march of events. They hiid great faith In its 
potentialities and they strongly felt that it would never outlive us uulily, even 
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■te the coDStitntional chanm which might occnr at no distant date, although its 
conatltution and Innctioos might hare bem revised. 

The Chamber was in general agreement, said the Maharaja procoodiiig, with the 
remarks of the Viceroy in regard to constitutional problems arising out of the 
discussious at the Bound Table Conference. 'Those decisions, so far merely tenta- 
tive^ do represent a denarture from the old order of things. But with effective con- 
stitutional safeguards for our cherished rights, we have every reason to hope that 
the road whioh we have chosen will lead us to the goal of United India, in w^iich 
all oommunities will have opportunities of unrestricted growth, and harmony Vdil 
prevail and antagonisms will cease. At this stage, when the provisions of 'the 
oonstitution remun to be drafted, when many important details have still to be 
worked out. it is difficult to arrive at any final decision. We, however, assure 
your EzoeUency that the delicate and complex questions involved are receiving our 
Iitoessant and most careful consideration. We realise that the difficult problems 
that await solution have to be faced frankly and in a genuine spirit of co-opera- 
tion. The work of the Conference can be brought to fruition only if all parties 
interested in the future of India, bring to the discussion of those problems a spirit 
of mutual trust, genuioe goodwill ancThealthy compromise. The Chamber may be 
relied upon to rise equal to the occasion and we are confident that its representatives 
in nqgouations that still lie before us will without sacrifice of the inalienable rights 
of the States, face the problems with a sincere desire to make an equitable adjust- 
meut of the difficulties aud to reaching solutions calculated to serve the interests of 
India as a whole.* 

Lastly the Maharaja of Patiala referred to the remarks of the Viceroy regarding 
the Internal administration of the States and said the Princes’ endeavour in recent 
wears had been to work lor their subjects in the wider field and to secure lor their 
Dappineas in an inoieasing measure. 

H, S, Lord Irwin, replying, said it would be ungracious if he did notiicknowledge 
with thanks their kindness shown during the last five years. He promised not 
to forget their hdp even though he might be separated from them by 5,000 miieak 
Speeial words of wanks were due to the Maharaja of Patiala for the valuable 
assiitanoe be gave during the last five years. From his experience of the workiiw 
of the Standing Committee of which the Nawab of Bhopal was a member, his 
^melleney felt sure that their Highuesses coaid not have chosen as Ghancelior a 
more initable tuceessor to one who was leaving a difficnlt task for his successor > 
to dlseharse. \ 

OondnaingLord Irwin took farewell of the Chamber with warm-hearted grati-P 
tude of their Highneasea. 

The eeeeion was then closed. 



f THE INDIAN STATES’ PEOPLES’ CONFERENCE 


JDA£ 1031 

The third scBsion of the Indian States* Peoples* Conferenoe commeneod i^Bomtey 
on the ffth,. June 1031 amidst scenes of p^t enthusiasm. Baba Bamananda GhatterJeOy 
the renowned editor of the “Modem Beview” presided. ^ . 

Delcf^atcs from almost all Indian States participated in the OonferaiiM nnjab 
States sent a contingent of 50 chosen delegates. Bajputana, Central India, Madiaa 
and Maratha States were represented by over 200 d^of^tes. ^ 

The proceedings of the Conference opened with national Bonss ana Mr* 

L ,R, Tairaee delivered his welcome addresss. Mr. L. B. Talrese, 
the delegates, emphasised the necessity of co-operation amo ng 
Bubjeets numbwing about seven crores, congratulated the conferenoe regaxoing ita 
past achievements and suggested holding oi the conference at Gutcb neit yew. » 
ferring to the proposed I^eral constitution Mr. Talrsee said unless theStatM people 
were given guarantee of freedom of speech, thought and assooIatlOTj^salwy of persM 
and property and other fundamental rights Incorponted in the Feaem opnsiiiUMon 
with power to appeal to the supreme court, the right for dection to the Inaiu 
legislature, their aspirations were not likely to be Mtisfied. He also appenled to the 
Eulers to recognise the spirit of times and respond by liberal gestuM 
* Over 50 messages wishing success to the Conference were md by Mr. Balwant 
Rfd MehU, the General Secretary. Messages were received from all parU of India 
a^ all schools of thought. 

PBE 81 DENTIAL ADDRESS 
After the messsges were resd out, 6j. 

livered bis learned address. In coarse of his address Brijat Ohatterjee said, 
far the larger section, the autocratic section, of the 
the British Power for the maintenance of Uieir auto^^ safcSSd 

motives which may have prompted British political offloert In IndU to MfsgnaM 
autocracy In the States, tfie^prlnciiml ones were perhaps to uw to Slalea aj^ nJWH 
to set olr the 
for fighting 

obtains seii*^....,. 

put to Indian States to cither of the above uses, 5- mtrtma Mumah to 

“*^1SdSin Prince, tet much •tore >7 

that iuBt os other peoplec of the world tare obtoned Ihdr right, to .pt. « bcmn., 

so Will the Indian States* people . . tot some of toir 

^ Most Prince, do not tppeu to b«r to ^ ^ nod 

Settle, contain eapna. prorieion. toying on ttam IteoUtatim « ^ 

£-a 

and kandl Those provisions in to c^ of most Stow wve gtalsa’ 

*'^nSS^5?thfatoSJSintolfreeei«*en.W b, the peopla of.» »to 
Stoto plainer than Wore owmg to to lS^tO*^dismBto 

in to Indian Bound Table Conference. It is not necessary Here to onouss w 


to 
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oomMrati^d merits of foderal snd iinitAry systems of p:07crnmcnt. In the present 
oondition of India, it is only by a fodcrarion of the provinces and States of India 
on a democratic basis that the whole of India ctin be made free. 

« It is to be regretted that every step, leading fiirectly or indirectly to the ddferal 
idea, the existence of the people of the Indian Slates has been almost entirely 
ignored. It is not neocssary at this stage to criticise the personnel, terms of 
rcferenco, eonelnsions and rhe like of the Bntlcr Commit tee. ,nat it inus{ be t^atecl 
that it was a wrong and an injtfsiice'* to the people of thb Suit's that they hvero 
not allowed to give of the Princes and some of their offreers veto 

invited to attend the Round Table Conference, the people of the Stoics 
ifere almost entirely ignored. This injustice can yet be remedied. 'Ten 

Years ago the total ^pulailon of the States w'ns 72 millions in round niimbcrB. 
Now perhaps the figure stands at 80 millions. This is twice the population 
of France, twice the population of Italy, almost twice the popubition of ^ Great 
Britain and Northern Irelnnd and thirty per CMit more than the population of 
Germany. Not to allow such a large impnlatlon any voice in shaping its destinies 
is a very grave injustice of an unheard of chanu^ter in this twcntielli century of 
the Christian era. 

^mo Princes have put forward the claim that they arc the representatives of 
their people. There may bo am! I believe there arc a very few Princes ^ who are 
entitle by their bcnc/iccncc and their dcniocratic temper to speak for Uicir people. 
But even, they cannot be taken to bo rcpre-n.'iilatives of tlieir people. The 
coming of the Labour Party into power In Britain was a n.* vein I ion. The royal 
house of Britain with His Majesty King George V at its head lias tboroughy 
adapted itself to this radical chance. But even such power of ndaittaliou on the 
part of royalty would not reconcile the Brilish people to any attempt to deprive 
them of the right of choosing their own reprcsontativci from among 
themseivcB, if such an attempt were made. The British King is Brit ish by birth ; 
English is his mother-tongue like that of bis subjects, like most, of them he a 
Christian, and he conforms to (ho poiiular will and imikt'S (ho peoijic's good the sc^o 
object of his public activities. Yet he does not arrogate to himself the position ^ of 
the represontative of his people. Let our Indian Princes, whose Bu/.crain King 
Geo^e is, learn from his example. 

Now, the Princes have demanded <vn ludialf of their States a ccrtaiii proport^n 
of the HOAtH in the Federal Legislature.* Tlu'y may not got all that they want. 
it is probable that, on the combined basis of the area and the jiopulation of two 
States they will get not less than onc-third of tlic seats- pirticiilarly if Burma be 
separated from India. And the Princes have also demanded that the members re- 
presenting the States in the IjCgisIaUirc should be their (the Princes ) iiominccs, Now 
the nominees of autocrats will naturally have a mandate to support the British 
bureaucracy on the tacit undcFStandiug that the bureaucracy will not interfere with 
the autocratic ways of the Princes. Thus a Ministry which is favoured by the bur- 
eaucracy and the Princes will be sure of the support of at least onc<lbird of the 
roembera of the Federal Legislature. Out of the remaining two* thirds, the European 
group and some narrowly selfish Indian members also may be expected to support 
such a ministry. Hence, it would bo difficult to drive such a ministry out of 
power. 

Apart from the question of dismissing ministries, so many safeguards and reser- 
vations have been proposed and the Governor-General has been proposed to be inves- 
ted with such special and emergency powers to carry on the ivork of government 
not only in the reserved but In non-rcserved spheres also, that without the help o$ 
States’ members elected by their people it would be extremely difiiciilt to make th^. 
Federal Assembly anything but useless for the common weal or any thing but s*. 
tool in the hands of Indian autocrats and British bureaucrats. There is also thl\ 
risk of the constitution retrogressing under combined bureaucratic and autocratic/ 
influence, instead of evolving along progressive lines. . . ! 

I urge, therefore, that the constitution of the States should be like that of tl^ 
Provinces, if not immediately, in any case in the course of a definite fixed shorir^ 
period. If hr the constitution of Federated India the people of the Indi^ Sta^ ,arc 
not mven tne same brand of citizenship as the people of British India, if the forther 
are ^ven an inferior political status, it would be the duty of the latter not to touch 
such a constitution. 

The Governments of both the Provinces and the States must bo rcswiisiblc to 
their people through their elected representatives in council assembled. That is an 
implication of democracy. The constitution of Federated India, in order that it 
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*^*^*^3^ welfare of unitc'd Indin, miint bo based on n demof ratio 

jtondauon . Tiwi requires, amoiiK other IhinpH, a dtciaration of fundamental rifthla. 
The ctmstitmions m the more imimrtani atnofif;; the iiidepciulent ccmnlrics, old and 

«afr#runrd the riKhts and lib«'rtics of their 
atizens^fhy aueh declaration of fundamental rii^hts. The Indian National Conpcresa 
has rcpOatraiV askra for sneh a dcelarntion ns part of its scheme of reform. The 
authoi^of the ^cnrtj Import iiioludifl in it siirh a list of fundamental ri^hta. 
Jlew^'^/^abadur Ramachniidra Ilao, one of the mem iters of the R. T. C., nresentod 
b^rc If an able memorandum on the snitject. Sir Miraa Muhnmmna fsmail, 


vital importance that when the Federal si mature Snli-(*onimii.lco and the Round 
Table Conference ns a whole meet next, the iilinoKt nitention should Itc j;ivcn to this 
subject in order that the fundnineiilnl i*i;rhu and lilx riit-s of the people of both the 
Provinces and the States may he snf« fr«ar(h d by inelniliii;; in the fnlnr<! the rcciuisito 
provision. In the memorandnin whi<h \va^ preseniiil on behalf of th Indian htot(W 
Peoples' Conference to the Working.'; Committee of the Coiitress ihrc<* months atco, 
it was strongly MrK<'d, 

(1) The paramouiilcy should not be dividtil. and that it. should iiilimately vest 
in the central federal f;ovcrnnuni : 

(2) That paramountey may, if tliotqrht mii'yaiy. be iiiebulid in the rcscrvoil 
Hiibicf'tB durinjiC the transition pcrio<l : 

fl) That during this transition perio<l. the Primes should ko adiiist their {govern- 
ments ns to establish rcsponsiiile ^overununt in the Staler and uiiucrtaku to brin^ 
nliout protrrcKBive realization of the Kamo: 

(4) That the States should be admitted into the Federation only on condition that 
the standard of {;ovcrnmciit in them is of the same typf; as prevailing' in those of 
British Indian units : 

(5^ That this condition alone wilt approx. mate the State's to the llritish Indian 
ProvAiccs and would accelerate the; {rrowih of nnhtd India : that this condition 
alone would enlarge the numlicr of federal subjects and eoiisef|ncnt1y diminish the 
number of provincial subjects and this process alone will conduce to the full dcvc- 
loppr-^t of a real All- India federal ion : .... 

That the Htates should be repres< tiled in the Federation only IhroiiRh the 
representatives of the people and that the nominoi's of the Princes should on 
noTaxcount be permitted to sit in any llnnscs of the Federal l/'^islatnrc : 

(7) That federal laws relntinc to federal subjccls must direeily lie operative in 
the States and that administration of federal subjects must lie entrusted to Uic 
federal executive and that any violation of bMlcral his’s or any yafrarics in the 
administration of federal subjects commilfed within the limits of Indian Htates must 
be co{i;nizablc by the federal supreme court. . j .n 

(8; lliat until responsible Kovernroent is cstabiishcrd in the Nates and until an 
independent judiciary come into existence and until the rule of law prevails in the 
State, the Judiciary states must be linked to the fc-dcTnl supreme court; and 

(9) That the declaration of fundamental riKhts of the people miist he embodied 
in the federal constitution and these riKhts must bo Ruarantced to the Htates people 
and the iiifrinRcmcnt of the same must be coRni/.ablc by the federal supreme 

*”"u0) That the people of the Slntcs toubI be cn.bW to .end their rcprcMnUtira 
to participate in the future conferences convened for shaping tne Indian 
CQpstittttion. 

These demands arc all worthy of support. . , . . ^ .... 

Whet the motives of the Princes sre for mninlnirmiR Ihst their tretUes were 
pred into with the Crown of Great Britain and insiHiing 
ped India has got a federal constitution they must have direct 
Itish Crown through his Viccr 9 y, I need 

Pself, I cannot pronounce any opinion of my own on * 

-Jid the opinions of some eminent Indian lawyers * 

quote the following from Sir Sivaswamy Aiycr s learned and thoughtful work on 
’Tndian Gonstitutional Problems”: 

«Ai regards the quesUon with whom the Indian P«’in®f ^^have «ntawl toto 
treaties, Itto not concet to say titot the treaties wi^ * ^~SSL? 

irrespective of the sovereignty of British India the Crown acted not in a person 
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capacity at in the capacity of aoreic^Tt of EMtiaod but in the capacity 

of niler of Britiih India. The treatifia impoae obitetioiia on the mien for 

the time being of the Indian States in fsTonr of tfie anthoritieB lor the time 

being in charge of the Government of India theiOovemment of India)^ Act oon- 

temmtes the existence of political relations between the exeentive Oovenment of 
India and the Indian States. The Executive Government of British India is fnllv 
empowered to transact business with the Indian States. One provision wbicn 
clinches the matter beyond doubt is the provision in s.20y cL 2, acooraing Ip which 
the revenues of India include all tributes in respect of any territories whiA would 
have been receivable by, or in the name oi^ the Easf India Oompafiyp if the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1853 had been passed. There is surd/ no cleiu proof Of the 

nexus with the Government of India than the payment of tribute to the 6redit of 

the rovonnes of India The contention that the soveidgn of a country who enters 

into a treaty does so in his personal capacity and not as the sovereign of that 

country is too absurd to be maintained in the twentieth century. Ihe matters 

governed by the treaty relate to persons and things in India and arise out of the 
rmations of the princes with the sovereign of British India, and it would be an un- 
thinkable constitutional absurdity that the right to enforce the treaties should vest 
not on the authorities for the time being charged with the administration of India, 
but in some other authority.” 

The opinion of the great Indian lawyer expressed in this passage appears to us, 
laymen, to be quite sound. The Indian States^ tributes referred to by him continue 


Whatever the Princes think, we the common people of India feel a prrde 
in saluting our motherland uhidi we do not and cannot feel in being compellra to 
salute even the greatest of foreign countries because of its armed might 

One ot the gravest complaints against the Indian Princes generally is that far 
too much of tm revenues of their states is spent for the upkeep of their household 


too little for the common good are blamra for falling below the ordinary human 
ideal of conduct. The Princes are^ therefore, expected to cut down thdr personal 


his subjects. 


rights of civilised peoples. Unfortunately, generally speaking, these do not emst 
in our States. Moreover, there is notiiing to prevent any State’s subject being 
bundled out of it at any time without any trial or charge. ^ 

In civlUsed counts, the Press exist not merely for vcntillating ^icvanccs and 
exposing acts of injustice and tyranny. It exists for remedying social abuse also, 
lor the dipimination of usdful information relating to all subjects. It is an 
edveative ageney. Hence its growth ought to bo encouraged in all pur States, but 
unhappily that Is not the case. Most States have no newspapers at all. 

Our States are ruled by persons who ore Indians. But their Governments are 
not perfect. In foot, there is beljevod to be misrule in the great inajority of them, 
fidioe, there ought to be newspapers there in order that they may improve. 

Not realising this truth and certainly also bring afraid oi criticism and expwni^ 
the rulers of the Indian States, spe^ng genemlly, have managed^ not only to 
prevent the growth of the Press in their territories, but have .occasionally 
Uie entry into them of some Indian papers published in British India. Tii 
not stopped there. They have got the Government of India to 
Protection Act. wbli^ has made it rather risky to cnticise the ^ 
tuht or the administration of his State (which are often synonymous) efleetivel 
in detsiL The very idea that the Mnccs require protection from the peep 
British T«du must the gods laugh. 

A. amt PrinoH It... inibtod that “BrftWi India and Stato » 




pimt the eraathm of boatile fedinR betwwn BiitfaJi India and any 
Maoil^ ]^%man^3f^aner. ^ * 
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1 have not boon, ilicrefote, able to andotatand defloitoly 


mU'Inionaed statcaman. 
why ha apoka aa he did. 

* ..4?. "“if * the Eoand Table Conference, ho had orery i 

^ faderation likely to' be 
aottpM by tro Indum Prioces would tend more towards eonledemtioii for tpeoially 
defin^ BubjeetB ot joint interest than towards unity or union. Blr MbnubSiiinBed 
n^ have raiM the bogey of unity or union. Nobody has suggested that the States 
^onld IM thdr i^ntity or individual existence. As for confederation. Webster 
moM it as A body of independent States more or less pormaneotly joinect togetiier 
for joint Mtion in nmttera, especially in foreign ui£dn, wtdra affect thess in 
ramiam.” Ncsther the I^vinccs of British India nor the Indian States bdag ln> 
wpena^t, their combination cannot be called a confederation. Americans* eonsider 
federation and confederation to be things of such opposite chanwter the Rtstflt 
forming the federation of U. S. A. are forbidden to enter into any eoolederatioD« 
In a confederation, the component parts do not form a new State. The Statoe 
forming a confederation retain their sovereignties unimpaired. In a federation, on 
the other hand, llio combination of the component parts results in the fermatien of 
a new State, in which the sovereignty is divided between the central State and Ua 
component parts. That is the Iriiid of polkical organisation proposed at the Bound 
Table Oonference. 

Sir Maiiabhoi has further observed that “to suggest that the Supreme Ihdecal 
Court of the future India ought to entertain appeals from decrees of the highest 
jndfeiai tribunals of the Indian States was to import the incidence of oomplete 
union where only federation for a few scheduled subjects was contemplatsd.” It 
were much to be wished that even an appreciable number of the Indian Bfotes had 
any properly constituted judicial tribunals nt all. But that is by the by. Sir 
Manubhid undoubtedly knows that it can not' be said that no xedoratioo in the 
world possesses a final court of appeal. The Federal Tribunal ^f SwiteerliQd, lor 
example, besides performing other duuct acts os a Final Court of appeal. This is 
rifidttly BOt considered a breach of the sovereignty of the Swiss cauttmt wbisb am 
the compoiK'nt parts of the Swiss federal system. The Suprenie Court of the U. & 
A. is in many respect a court of appeal. Moreover, the Judicial Oommittes of tba 
Privy ^uiieu in Great Britain has a jurisdteiion which hiclndtt appeals feom 
colonial courts of law. That is not held to bo an inlcrferenee with the soverdgotj 
of the ccfioriics. In Sir Manubhai’s opinion, the Indian States are rat generis* ; but 
surely that does not mean that everything relating to them mnst be such as new 
was or is on land or sea or sky. .... 

There is a way in which the Princes* sovereignty snefa ra it Is, may be pKjer^ 
and the demand of their people msy also he met. On a reoent ocosaioD H. BL 
the Maharaja of Bikaner saia with reference to the demandi for a declaraUon ol the 
Inodamentai rights of the Indian States* subjects : 

“We shall know how and when to adjust our system to any ehsoging oondttiottB 
bat we will do it in onr own way, ftm from external 

Let His Highness and his brethren at once concede^ to ^tbeir sublsott 
elementary righto of citizens voluntarily and generously thus destioylog even the 
possibility of external iuterfeience in this respect. 

What does the Dewsn ol Bikaner ^roesn by.the natuml law of sli^ee T BJe 
a curions phrase. Does he mean that there is an uualtwsble law Syioff to Ira 
Prinoes the exclnsive ri^t to the loyalty of their rabi^ hto Bhysima jaw ef 
gravitation ? In BritiBh%dia, after the • rederat ^ ^ IndR ^^im sWI be 

%al both to our respective province, and to In^ 

SSMiSfKhirjftM’wSn iSdfi- WomM^IIU 

and 


aTtogetha left alone and intact.** rerhaps 
hi. bjothcr 

• ■ ilKmU In ihi „ 

, that India wonld 

^igrinage ^ asDinuoDB. as Bneh a time Urn 
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hiirinony and co-opcralioti Hhould be the rule. Such being my conviction, critkxflm 
has been to me a iiaiiiful dnty. Itiit 1 hope niy critieiKtu h:is not bow merely 
deatriictivc. And 1 hopo that where it has litTOii clcslruetivc, luy object was to remove 
what was injurious, oiretc lur rotten in order that soaiethiiig better, soiiiething 
more scrvicnabic, inay laki^ its place. 


* mjONi) 2)Ai-/r>/A. juNF i9:ii 

The second day's pcococduigs of the Conference conitn«fnccd on the 10th. June 
whon Mrs. Kainala Nehru and .Sj. Hmbhas Chandra Itose and the Frontier (biiidhi 
(Khan Abdul OhalTar Khaui) sp(7ciuliy attcndc'd the eonferenco. AUondatiec was cveu 
ipreatcr than that of first day. li'rth Mrs. Kamala Nehru and 8j. Subhas Chandra 
Rose addressed the coufercitcc. 

Mrs. Kamala N(!hrn said die Priiiees should Irnow that everywhere in India in- 
cluding the States there was a grcsit awakt'iiing and if they idid not show common- 
sense and patriotisnl they will go the way of other inosnrekB. 

SJ. Sttboas Chandra Hose sounild a note of warning to the Princes and 
supwrted whole-heartedly tJie .States’ |HX)ple in their J^lrngglc for rights. 

The Frontier Gandhi addressing the eonfm^ice said tlwt he eaiun from a place 
where no States existed but he knew the coiiditions in Slat.(>s. lie held that the 
cmancipatioo of the people of Indian States was surely coining. 


Retolutioni 


The followiog six resolutions were passed by the Conferonce 

*^18 Conference place on record high uppr(H.‘iation of the spUnidid part played, 
sacrifices made and suilbrings borne by the pi^oplc of States in country’s rceeiit great 
heroic struggle and oiror them congratulations.” 

**This (Jonfcrcticc repudiate the Princes’ claims to speak for their people os in the 
opinion of this conference the .system of the Govern <nent prevailing in the States 
was irresponsible and autocratie and the Princes have not eared to invite the people 
of the States to express their opinion in matters of )X)licy in general and on pro- 
posed new constitution of this country in particular.” 

3. **Thi8 Conference dciuaiid that due provision be made for the rt'prcscntation 
of views of the people of the States at the Federal Slructurc Coniuiillce and Hound 
Table Conference.” 

4. “This ConferiMicc draw Ibc alfciition of the liCague of Nations to the system 
of forced labour and praciices and etistoins analogous to nlavery such as Khawas 
and Oolas prevailing in Slates and demand the instilution of inquiry and take neces- 
sary steps to get them abolished.” 

5. “This CAmference coiuieinn the growing habit of srviaai IVnuics to send a 
considerable pari of their lime in Euro|)caii countries whi<*h n>fuilied in great waste 
of money and the evils of ubsc.iilee rnlership. 

G. **Thc Conference view with ubhorrence the iKdiey of repression followed in 
many Stales aud exjircss sympathy with the vietims thereof.'’ 


THIRD DAY-lHh, JUSRim 

The Conference met again on the next day, the lUh .Tunc and passed 
fourteen resolutions the chief among them delim^ the need of the 

^eonfeience as the attainment of the HlaUs’ fieoplc of a fully resimnsiblo 
and democratic government by all jicaccfnl and legitimate incuin-. Another 
nsBolution moved by Mr. Jamiiadas Mehta condemning the Hritish carrciicy policy 
was passi^. In another resolution an uidmndcni public inquiry by a ludicial tn- 
bunaf into the charges made against the Maharaja of Patiala was demanded. 

Another resolution which was defeated formulated fifieeii imiiKHliutc demands of 
ilio Rtates’ people including a fully representative Government based upon func- 
tional doctoral Intsis, abolition of land ownership by nOn-cultivators, reduction pf 
rent by fifty per cent, Rupees fifty as the luininimum wage for the iudastnal 
\ workers and wj ght hours a day. 

The eoufeiiiice thou adjourned sitw die after a vote of ibuuks to the ])rosidcut. 



Memoraodimi of the Peoples* Coitereico 


The following memorandum prepared ou behalf of the Indian 

Conference waa submitted on the 27th February 1931 to Che 

Members of the Working Committee of the Indian National Oongiesa nndsK the 
signatures of Messrs, G. R. Abhyankar, Amritlal V.Thakkar, Rangiloao Kapsdia eiM 
iSkalbhai Kothari 

Sirs, — We have the pleasure of placing before you on behalf of the WocUoc 
Committee of the Indian States' Peoples' Conference, their views u Co how 
'Indian States could be fitted, with full justice to the rights and aspivaUons ^ the 
seventy millions of the States* people, into the constitution of an AU*lndia Feden^ 
tion, which is engaging the attention of all poUticallv-minded sMople of lodie juid 
which you are at present engaged in seriously considering on behalf of the lodieii 
National Congress. 

Before we proceed to state oiir case before you we should Ulw to cleitf t ly gr onad 
by making some reference to the claims of the Indian States* Peoples Confmioe to 
speak on oehalf of the people of the Indian States. We ne^ hardly wmj t^t tha 
problems of the Indian Suites and the reforms required in the internal adminutiatira 
of the States have been agitating the minds of the Statea* people for a eoDSidemow 
period. They have been discussed by the people of the various BtaM in ueir con- 
ference held from time to time. However, it was felt that a central organis^n to 
represent the views of the people of the States generally and to *P» o® if At 
half was urgently noeded and a permanent organisation waa cieatra mlra tlic inoiu 
States’ Peoines’ Conference four years ago. The Conferenw ^ which w AlUInm 
organisation was formed was attended by several hundred del^^ tiom all 
important States. These are then our credcntiala to speak on behalf of ^tac jmaiM 
States’ people and there would be no justification for ®®WP***"I?7’** 
some quarters— that our Conference has no representative 
claim whatever to speak on behalf of the dumb seventy millions of J 
lion. At any rate, we maintain that we have a i*,reRtcr claim to speak on IMrochatt 
than the Princes who have kept them under tutelage for over .a cya fflry and wno 
even now hesitate to concede to ihfjm their legitimate rights and prmiegea 

Mahatmaji has made it very plain that -the Congress would 
if it did not seek the necessary protection for the biates people in c 
for India.’ And wc feel sure that the Working Committee of the OqngrcM wU 
give serious consideration to our views as staled below. 

The Declabation of I9l7 ahd 1931 

So for as the declaration of the utivJ?^!S£dawlio?o^ 

it ia in no way encouraging to the pwple of the jojUg to be the 

distinctly mentions the object of the **lndia” nsed in the 

realisation of responsible government in o in the preamble of 

declaration of 19^ and the restrict^ words ‘ British I ^ in 

the Government of India Act of 1921 cl^rly show that ^ 
broad expression ‘Tndia” were apparent to .t**® Shat ^e ^ultimate goal of 

declaration of 1917 and this leads to the interfereuw that 
British administration was that may to called ^ t uji- gjio. The juaiMit 

government not only in British India »o Indum todm “S* ^aiaoIttlSj no 
declaration of 1931 is studiously silent l^nt w J aay 

hope lor the eetablishment of responsible declaration fill* tito 

time In the future. Viewed in this light deciaraiion 

the Indian Stotee’ people with utter .bont a pmaoMt 

, The preaent decfSation as was apprehend^ by usj^bnn^ iVllieroy «swWi« 
division India into two parts : ^nj***? the roDteicntative of tiie Qtovit 

anthority of Paramonntmr over the ^!^cra» of the Fom^ 

throtudi the inatrnmentauty of an alien and *j^®®PPfP®* of ik* Otown lepraMDtidl 
Depw^ent. British Indm would to SToeolSniighh 

byS» Oovemor-General and assisWdliy Ministers tesponsiDie w ww --w- 

fiO 
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Uture. This declaration, therefore, introduces a permanent dyarchy in India xthieh 
waa not in existence before and, therefore, deserves to be severely condemned. 

The Indian Princes have been ngitatiu^T for over four years to be separated from 
the Government of British India, which they believed wo>:ld be democratised in the 
future and from which they apprehended danger to their autocratic powers 
and inroads on their interiiiil autonomy. They started a theory of direct relations 
with the Crown which was shown to be thoroughly hollow and unsnstainable by the 
Nehru Committee Report. As a corollary of this theory of direct relations, the 
Princes suggested that their relations should be with the Crown through the agency 
of the Viceroy and not through the Governor-tTcneral who would be the head of 
the British Indian administration. They suggested the creation of a dignitary called 
rile Viceroy under the constiiutioti not till now so recognised. This theory of the 
Princes was upheld by the Butler Oommiitoc, was favoured by the Simon Commission 
and was supported by the despatch of the Government of India and the present 
declaration sets the seal of approval of llis Majesty's Government on the aeniand 
of the Indian Princes. Wc thus find that Paramoiintcy stands divided under this new 
constitution. 

The Govemor-Oeneral under the present constitution exercises the authority 
of Poramountcy over the States with the assistance of an alien hureaiieraey which is 
thoroughly irrespqusible in character. The rule is cnrricil on in secret and is not 
open to any criticism in the House of Legislature and produce demoralisation 
amongst the Indian Princes. The Paramount Power has also brought pressure to bear 
upon the Indian Princes and has violated their Treaty Right for the advancement of 
rile luterests* of British Iiuiia. of the interests of India as a whole, and of imperial 
InterestBb The Princes have bitterly complained against this abuse of the authority 
in the past aud the voluminous evidence before the Butler Committee bears 
testimony to the same. But in spite of this grievance against the authority of the 
Paramount Power there was one compnsatiiig advantage which the Indian Princes 
enjoyed during all this period. The Paramount Power never ns a rule interfered 
fcirir the internal aflhirs of the State and gave full scope for the exercise of the 
autocrallic mwer to the Indian Princes. The Paramount Power never insisted on 
autocratic Indian Princes to raise their administrations to the level of British India. 
The Faiamouut Power interfered only when the misrule was long, gross and flagrant, 
or when its own authoeity was floated or imperial iutcresrs were in danger of being 
prujudiced-. Indian Princes, therefore, have enjoyed internnl iintonomy and unres- 
tricted exercise of autocratic powers over their subjects within the limits of their 
States, under the present constitution. 

APPEEHENSIOi? OF TIIK PeIXCES 

If Paramountcy is transferred to the Central' Federal Government of the future 
along wHh other powers, the Princes fear tlmt the central domoonitic government in 
i^wh India re^nsible in character, wottid not allow tlic autocracy of the Indian 
Princes to remarii intact, ft would britig pressure to bear upon the' Indian Princes 
to reform their administratioiMi and to raise them to the level of tliosc in other 
l^ral units. The repercussions on the States of the central democratic responsible 
government, enjoying paramount authority over the State's, would be so violent in 
ebaraeter that the antocraev of the Indian Princes would gradually disappear and 
they would be reduced to the position of nominal rulers. Public opinion in the 
Stateiu then, would reipeive eiithusiastic support from tlyi Biitisli Indian Democracy 
nnd the conjoint pressure of public opinion in Indian Jnditi and in British India 
would powerfully influence the centrm government in British India and would 
induce it to democratise the governments in the Indian States. The Nehru Report 
endorsed by the Calcntta Congress states inter alia^ 

'Tf the Indian States would be willing to join such a federation, after realising 
the foil implications of the federal ideas, we shall heartily welcome their decision 
and do all that lies in our power to secure to them the full enjoyment of their 
rights and privil^cs. But it must be clearly borne in mind that it would neces- 
titate perhaps in varying degrees, a modiheation of the system of government and 
■dminiwraticii prevailing within their territories. We hope and trust that in the 
liffht of experiences gaiuM the Indian States may make up their mind to lom 
temally the ftdemtion.’' 

The Princes entertained these apprehensions and they thought that th^ should 
dsifise meant by which the future democratic government would be divested of this 
poKcr of Penmountcy over the States. 
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— flffcncy Of the \ ircroy. It has Kircn the PrinoM what they desired. Paramoiintcy 
I. not >ncludcl in the reserved .ubjecls and the F.'dcral Government of 
evra after the transition period, won d not be vcsU.d with this authority. Aft« oS 
internal Mitonomy was thna vouchsafed and their autocracy was cni«nAed com- 
pletely, the Princes ahowed their willinjmcsa to join the fcaeralion. Sneh a fcd^- 
tion ha^ no terrors for the Princes. Attenuated Federation divest^ of the Para* 



herafter called fiileral snbiects. These powers and privilcMs they did not posseas 
till now. _ The position of the Indian iviiiecs uiidir tne proposed federation '^nld 
be matenallv advanetd and Uiey would he saved from the pressure of Paramounley 
and the violation of their trciitics with reference to matters of common concern in 
the faiurc. 

Ihc Princes hare, under the proposed scheme, scored the poinU 

have been saved from the possibility of any encroachment by the All 
idiA Federat’on on their interna! autonomy. { 2 ) Their autocratic powen “ 


have 
influen* 


India Federat’on on 

been kept intact. <3) They have been investwl wilh additional powers of 

poiiciCB, le^islaturo and adininistratitm of matters of common eonoerii or 
federal subji'cts iii the ftilure. In the face of these decided advantages it ia no 
wonder that the Prinecs have -Bliowcd their willingness to enter into the f^eiation. 
They are not i»aposed to any risks or any loss ; they stand to gain everything they 
coveted : and all this depends utxin one pivot, namely, tliatfParamountcy is not to be 


If Paramounley was ever to be transferr^ 
would have stoutly opposed the Idea of 


transferred to the All-India Fe<!erRtion. 
to the All-India Federation the Princes 
joining it. 

The British Imporialists were only too eager to support the Princes in thehr 
endeavour to divide Parammuitcy. long as rtic Viceroy and an a'ien bitiaan- 
craey wore to exercise political control over the Inrlian ftitntps, it left a yaat 

deid for them to occupy lor all time to come. All the privileges, all the patronage 
nil the comforts and nmenitles of life which the alien btireaiierats einoyed hitherto 
have thus been preserved iii entirety for thiMn iu the future. Bcsiacs, imdor the 
pretext of troiily ciigngcmcnls nn<l on the sciwe of protecting the Indian Mocef, 
the Viceroy would ret iii u n •domtiiating voice nnd control over the Indian army 
even after the t ransit ion iTcriotl was over. .Since the nominros of the Princes are to 
sit in the IIousc.s of f.fCgisi:itnrc they would be under the influence of the Viceroy 
nnd the Political Dep artment, They* would siwvc Ihc same purpose to advance Uw 
Imperial interests and to frustntc jmpnltir aspirations ns is done by the official bloc 
in the present Icgislniurcs. 

The British power has thus secured three advantages by supportiag the demaM 
of the Princes for the di vision of p.'iranioniitcy, vi* (1) Thcy^ wouM rewo 
their complete hold over Indi«an Intlia. Ihc Prin^ ^ would remain under^uieir 
powerful iiifliiciici* since their autocr;i'*y would remain intact only by tM agniaro 
and support of 1 be paramount power. (:?) Through the medium of the 
nominees they would doniiiiaie the bVfleral I/*gislaturc and Kxccutive. (3) ynd^ m 
pretext of protf*<‘tiitg the Princes they would conmnand^ an effective ill Uw 
control of the Indian army even after the transition period •* 
would be enjoyed by the British pow<T even when a full-fledged Feaeratioii la 
established in wdint is* at present known .as British India. 

So far as the British Iiidian J>clegrttc8 at the U. T. Confwencc were ctMicmM 
when they perceived tiuil no advance was possible unless the etatra were maaew Oj 
in the future constitution and since the Princes would not come ■**, 

... conceded this dcmaiia Js 

except perhaps a •olitafy 

. y or against the drolai ai^ 

^the Priinc Minister Vhen he described this thwry of dirert relati^s M the biMto 
prineipi^ It is a sad irony of fate that those who were party to w Nroro 
should have acquiesced in this theory and kept silence and 
preposterous claim of the Princes for direct relations with toe Op^iSM »• 
consequent division of paramouiitcy. Whatever the motive 
uudenUodiDg in snrremlering thar right of paramountcy over the Indto Btsies 




476 THE STATES’ PEOPLES’ OONFEBENOE [27feb. ’31 

wbieb natanlly ind I^lly niiiit belong to the fatnre Swanjya Government as the 
■ ne ee s aor of the present Government, the interests of the country as a whole have 
suSbcsd a set-back. If the benefits and the privileges which this division of 
panwKmnty secure to the British Power as narrated above are taken into con- 
sideration It will be quite evident that under the overpowering shadow of a 
Viceregal Government carried on by an alien and irresponsible bureaucracy and 
soppoiM by 600 Indian autocrats, it is extremely doubtful whether the parallel 
Government of Indian Federation would prosper and successfully function. The 
division of paramountcy would perpetuate autocracy in the Indian States and the 
British Indian people would not be true to their patriotic impulse if they acquiesce 
in a position where nearly seven crores of their brethren would be kept in perpe- 
tual bondage. 

So to •• the people in the Indian States are concerned, by reason of the un- 
trammelled exercise of autoeracy in the the Slates even after the direct assumption 
of Government of the Grown since 1858, i. e. for over nearly 70 years, they have 
been in the most helpless and abject position of servitude. The paramount Power 
does not take any initiative or bring any pressure on the rulers to democratise 
their administrations. If paramountcy will vest in the Federal government of the 
future, the people in the Indian States believe that their emancipation would follow 
soon. For the tame reasons for which the Princes fought hard to bring about the 
division of paramountcy. i. e. for the reasons of self-preservation and self-better- 
ment, the people of the Indian States have to protest against this division of para- 
mountey. At present all their hopes of advancement arc shattered ; the possibility 
of United India has become as remote as ever. 

The Prinoes are patting forward a claim that by joining this attenuated federa- 
tion divested of the power of Paramountcy, they have helped the cause of bringing 
about United India. This claim is not only untenable but simply audacious. The 
Mnoes have brought about a permanent division of India into two parts. And in 
this endeavour ^ey are actnaM by their sole anxiety to preserve their autocratic 
rule intact. But in this they would soon find themselves undeceived. The fears of 
Psmmoantcy exist only if the Princes persist in clinging to autocracy. If they deter- 
mine U> rale as constitutional monarchs, if they develop representative institutions 
in their States, asaooiste their people with their administration, accept, a fixed civil 
fist, establiab rule of law, independent judiciary, and independent audit, Paramount- 
cy as observed by Sir William Barton would recede tar into the background. 
It is therefore out of intensely selfish instincts of preserving their autocratic rule, 
that th^ are not prepared (o trust the federal government of the future and consent 
to the delation it the authority of paramountcy along with defence and foreign 
relatioa to this federal mivernmcat which would be composed of their owu country- 
men— **iDeD of same flesh and blood.” 


Powers of the Federal Leoiblature 

From the details of the structure of this All India Federation so far aduih- 
bimted, it is clear that it will deal only with sneh subjects as are expressly ceded 
by the Indian States to the Federation. It shall also have to deal with subjects 
other than Federal called central subjects which will concern British India as a 
whole. It is not made clear whether the Federal laws are to be operative directly 
in the States, and whether the administration of these Federal subjects is to be 
handed over to the Federal Executive. Unless this is so it is not federation. The 
fnndamental idea of a Federation is that the federating units must part with their 
eovereignty to the foderal government so to as some subjects are concerned. And 
in an UioBe matters the Fraeral Government must come directly in touch with all 
tha eitiienB living in all the units of such a FodeMtion. If the Indian Princes 
Riga that they would re-enact in their States as their own laws the Federal laws, 
passed about foderal subjects, it is no Federation. Similarly, 1! the Princes do not 
consent to hand over the administration of subjects expressly ceded by them to the 
Federal Exeeutive this would not fulfil the essential condition of a federation. In 
the ease of violation of these laws or in thr ease of any injury Buffered in the 
■dnrinlstrHtion of these federal lawi, the redress can be sought only in Federal 
Ssiitenie Oanrt ; end this is possible only if the laws are mrative directly and the 
admiatkidiMi fo entrusted to the Federal Government. If this is not to Le so, it 
would not ii A Federation. It will not come directly in touch fwith the citizens ox 
the Btafoi and aneh a scheme would never bring about that real union and commu- 
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S Hmite ol SS admiingtrahou must be made dirccUy operative within 

B£ritE6£>'TAT10X OX THE F1U)FRAL LeuIBLATORE 

**'*l^i® oniHiil poinOn this^conncction is who are to lefireBeiit 
t *l 4 ®*u* lu “Oiisa of Icdcnil I^«;islntarc. Are they to be the xeprceentntivee 
dccted by the pcofjlc of tlie Stales or arc they to be the nomtneee of tne PHttoea ? 
One of to PiiiMCs’ DcUpatioii at li. T. C, is rc|>ortcd to have said that the Sutee’ 
repr^RwivM would not be merely nomtiioi's of Iho Princc's but of the Govemmeota 
of the Btatos. 13iit to talk of Goycnunput ns nnytbinR distinct from the ali- 
Mweriul will of an nutoerntie Kuler in an Indian State is sheer cnmou&ffe. The 
Government is made and uniTiade by the sweet will of a Prince and therefore, thoae 
designated as nominateil by I he trovcrnnicnts of the Statea would be aimplv the 
ijomiiiees or agents of the Prinecs and in no fense representatives of the pcopl^ If, 
therefore, the States are to be nprcpenit'd by the nominees of the Princes, autocratic 
as they are, wc strongly protest tl.ar it is a coinpiutc negation of the basie idea of a 
rederaiion viz., the direct contact of the federal government wiih all the citizena. 
Secondly, federal subjects n ean ilic matters of common concern. The prineipal 
complaint daring the last decade and more on the part of the States oaa been 
that policies pursued and legislation enacted by the British Indian Mvemmeni 
as regards matters of common eoneeni liave been prr judicial iy afnetinc the 
interests of the States* people. If it is so, arc not the Statea’ people the 
proper persons to represent their grievances and seek redress lor the aame 
111 the Federal Legislature ? The States* people arc bcnriDg a large ahare 
of British Indian taxation in an Indirect manner wbich goes into tbe British Indian 
E.vchequcr. It is, therefore, those who pay the taxation must have representation on 
the Federal i^islature. If the ncminei'S of tbe Princes are to represent the Statea, 
would not Bucb a procedure be unpist and inequitublo to the people of the feHatea 7 
It will violate tbe democratic canon of no taxation without representation. The 
States* people, therefore, strongly urge that if their elected representatives are not to 
ait in tne Federal Mouses of Legislature, it would be an unfair denial of their 
legitimate rights and it would be highly detrimental to their interests since the 
Princes under the form of autocracy do not and cannot pretend to represent their 
people. Such a course would be highly dangerous to British Indian interests also. The 
nominetw of the Princes would vote under a mandate of I heir Rulers and all iho 
evito wb*ch tbe solid Prussian vote brought into existence in tbe old German 
eonstitution of the Jiundessarat would be visible in this'eousiitutiun. By reason of the 
division of wiraniountcy these Princes would be entirely under the influence of the 
Viceroy and the irresponsible Bureaucracy. They would always vote as desired by m 
British Power to advance the British interests. They would be used to frustrate the 
national aspirations. With one third or with forty p.c. (in ense Burma is wMrst^) of 
the votes of ‘he two Houses of the Legislature captured by nominees of the|Pnnccs 
with the weightago claimed by them, with the nominees voting under the msndsto 
of their Rulers, with the iiinunieinbfe resources at the disposal of the Princes which 
may be used and with all the intrigue nid diplomacy in which the 
administrations in the States arc greatly adept, ond which can be easily resoitCQ to 
in tbe two Houses by the Princes, the influence of this group of i®®. 
the Indian Princes would be so powerful and opjycssivc that 
dominate the federal legislature. The making and unmaking of the Federw hxe«g 
five would be entirely under »heir virtual control oad risponHblc governmOTt wouw 
be ft meaning lees faFcc. The miiiistiy would be responsible not to ike &i^sh 
Indian electors but practically to the Princes. This 

follow if the Princes’ nominees arc to represent the X! 

Federation. Under tbe circumstances this anomaly 
one part and those of the nilers for another constituting 
not oe sanctioned and this part of the scheme therefore would hardly 
itself to the British Indian people. , tUot iw would 

Many people are astonished to leain thaj {fH would 

fedaate only i^ respoftsibility is introduced in the centre. Ihty ssm t ^wo^ 
not federSe^ith BilSsh India if it is . to be under a , liX 

md if there i. to be no responsibility in the centre. Jl howc«er, the Tenou^miifr 
tioDS of the attemreted or mutilated federation aprctn. iipn ^ w,,," fnll, 

etion, there to nothing rorprising and it only ahows that tbe Princes Hare luuy 
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exploited the prefent sitaetion of pubiie opinion in England ao far ae the Indian 
problem of constitutional reform is concerned and have extorted a heavy price for 
joining this federation. As this central government is never to be vested with the 
authority of Faramountcy over the Indian States and as this division of Paia- 
mountcy gives the Princes the assurance that the federal government would never 
possess powers to interfere into their autonomv or toi cheek their autocracy, what 
reason is there for the Princes to feel the sliji^test apntehensioo from the central 
responsible Federal Government ? Added to this confidence, if the scheme opens 
possibilities to the Princes through the medium of their own nominees to effectively 
dominate the federal legislature and control the Executive and even claim a share 
in the Executive, why should the Princes be not enthusiastic to support the 
introduction of responsibility in the centre ? They are placed decidedly in a most 
enviable position and invest^ with powers which they never possessed before and 
there is absolutely no risk to which they are exposed under this scheme. 

Even Earl Winterton thinks that it is an anomaly. He says in an article con- 
tributed to the ‘Tortnigbty Review”:— 

”In the case of the members from the States at first at any rate thev would have to 
be selected or nominated by the Ruler acting in consultation no cfoubt, with such 
Executive Body as he poBsesBes. That is at least true of the majority of States, 
though in the case of the roost advanced, such as Mysore, it might be possible to 
arrange for indirect election through the agency of the Elected Council. This 
difficulty^ Ja uot insurmountable if the Princes, as a whole, frankly realise the need 
of a ^liradMl approach towards internal Self-Government for their States* 
Sul^tl^lmfonomy— as it might be called. If they do not adopt this attitude I 
must frankly say that I think Parliament may show some hesitation in sanctioning 
a permanent anomaly. That is to say, the creation of a Legislative Body whose 
memben have equal statutoiw powers and duties as to two-thirds - by direct 
election icom British India, and as to one-third through selection by the heads of 
Xndiao ‘States and fheir Executive Gounciliors**. 

If the Princes have wnch a fascination for responsible government to British Indis, 
what Is it that preventa them from introducing respoDBible .government tn their own 
States 7 Bxaumle ts betficr than precept. .Since the declaration of l(fl7 not a ainftle 
nrier of an tndian State has <ever declared his intention to bring about progressive 
redisation of responsfide governtneut An bis own State, following the -CKample .of 
His Majesl^r’s Government. The suddcir developmeirt of this entbusmsln in thr 
PoBoes’ Delegattoo for responsible government excites suspicion shout their motives 
apd the explanation given above accounts for this dramatic ebauge. As the echeme 
has improved their position so immensely, tb^ skilfully aud cleverly managed to 
win the approbation aud g9odwil1 of their Bntish Indmn brethren by support^ 
their demand for responsibility in the centre. They have thus risen in the estimation 
of British India delegates aiKi their prestige is enhanced. 

The Princes are aware that unless they make cossmon cause with British Indian 
peo^e in matters of ioint oonoem tl^ a» boood to suffer material loss and 
aeriottt aooonveuienoea. If th^ had fiot joined now and if they bad shown their 
wiflmgocss to join the Federation at any other •ubsequent time, tfa^ would have 
been required to come down on their knees, th&r would have suffered lu thrir pres- 
tige^ tb^ eould have deomnded the* inclusion ox tiieiT nomhieeo in the ledond orga- 
ttJsatioA. however have got ah these advantages and the asviog grace of hav- 
Jpg eouw to the help of British Indian people and saved aud promoted the eause of 
Birtfsid in Britirii India. Is thero anything heroic in this and what tearon there is, 
to iuduilge io fulsome adoJatioa of the Princes because ibqr have exploited the 
situatioo T The Priuoes who claim credit lor their aacrifiees** iu conderoen- 

dlug to Meiute with the rest of India, owe it to theJuselTes and Iheir aubjeets and 
also to tiioae on whom they are coaferring the honour of fedecstion to give a frank 
nplj to no uuestioo of ‘^Internal seJI-govgrument** before they olaim any eredlt lor 
bnMi^jnto heinff an United India. 

TbelBritish Indian detegation was aoxions for the iatrodoctian of responaibility 
at the oentn. Timr mnst have been aware of the aeriona dxawbaek which the ad- 
mlsrien of the Mhees* nomlooea caxxkd with it. And for a moM of pol^ d the 
Introdaothm of jwpeniroaiiy in the oirntn, they have ooaaeated to admit tba nomi- 
aaea d the Priasii and dd not iasistspoD the elected zepmeniatiaec d the Btetd 
POcmle oombig Inlo tiie Mention to eepieaent the Stetaa, 

Bo te ae the Britiah dslegatea wen eoneeroed, they insisted on a etaUe riement 
in the oogetiitntlop d this iBdenthm. The State’ lepneentetives woakl pnmt the 



27 FBB. ’31 1 tH& STATES’ PEOPLES’ MEIIOBANDUM 473 

MDttitndoD from falling ander the inflaence of the extreme wing of politieiaM in 
Bntlah India. Some iwrd the nomine of the Prineei to gife eertain eonaerta^ 
ti?e w^htage to the Federal Union. With paramoantcy OTer the Stetea in thdr 
gnp the bnreanmacy to the confidence that the Prineee’ nomineea would aerve the 
pnrpoae of im official block and« would be eter ready to ad? anoe and simport firitiah 
intereata. Whatever be the motircs of these gronpa, so far as the Indian Statea’ 
people are concerned, they refuse to consent to the division of paramountoy and the 
inclusion of the nominees of the Princes instead of their own elected nmreaentativea 
in the federal legislature. 

If the Princes demand that they could federate only with a self-govemllEig British 
India, why should the British Indian people be willing to associate with units which 
are autocratic Indian States. The ’Modern Review” has pointedly remarked : ’’The 
Ruler of Patiala said they had made it clear that they could federate only with adf* 
governing British India. The Maharaja ought to remember that British Indian 
opinion too is that tht pe<»le of these regiour an willing to federate only with self* 
governing Indian States. These States are not self-governing, where the will of the 
Rniers is practically the law and the people possess no mtisen’s cight...Fcderated 
India should certainly be as supreme over the Indian States entering the Federa* 
tion as it will be over British India.” Would the British Indian people, therefore^ 
insist that they will only federate with States which are prepared to raise the level 
of their administration to one prevailing in British India ? Constitutional analogy 
also shows as is apparent in the constitutions of the United States of America and 
modern Mexico, that a uniform type of admiiiistMtion must prevail in all the units 
of the Federation. The necessary condition, therefore, of admitting' the States into 
the Federation must be that they must adopt the form of government prevailing in 
the British Indian Provinces under the Federation, if they are anxious to Join it. 
Admission into a Federation must bo looked upon as a privilege by the Indian 
Princes and they must be willing to submit to the liability of intmneiog respon- 
sible government in their States similar to that prevailing in the BritiA Indian 
Provinces under the Federation*. Privilege have corresponding duties and wMum 
oblige applies as much to the Indian Princes as to any other people. The people 
of IndiaA States, therefore, demand that the Princes most consent to introduce res* 
ppRsible government in their States before they are allowed to join the All-India 
Fedesation. We therefore appeal to the British Indian people to insist upon this 
condition being fulfilled so far as the Princes are concerned. 


FuNDAMEirrAL Rightb 

The question of citizen rights was mooted in the Plenan Session of the Round 
ble Conference. In the present state of autocratic rnfe, such a deelaiatlon 


of rights is indispensable and deserves to be incorporated in the Fedecil 
constitntion. There seems to be a great misunderstanding about these oitiiin 
rights. They consist of liberty of person and property. UberU of conscience, 
freedom of discussion and association, liberty of the Press and ftodom from 
high-handed executive actions or what is called “Royal lawlessnew” by cons- 
titutional writers. These rights are included under what is called rule of law 
‘n constitutional law. These are rights which the Stale permits to to exercised 
gainst itself by the citizens and which it osserte to itscli sfss^st the dtlxeiia. 
These fundasnental rights of citizens will be protected and will to fully enjoyed only 
when there is sovereignty of the people. If there is responsible government in any 
riorhtifi nan nfi uninTfid hv the dcodIc withont anv moNStation or withont 


dtate citizen rights can oe enjoyed by ihe people withont any mtto^ion w wfifrout 
>ny hindrance. Under an autocratic rule, it is irnfmible to believe tto ellto 
ights oao to asserted against the autocratic ruler in his own ptate. Tbmaan 
ementary principles and we are extremely sorry to find that autoentie Blate 
ilegatM MtW ID tiM Plenary Scseion. inch ngbu w« «joyrf to ^ 

•aUecta in Ibeir Stntee. Ihie only ebowe intwee imomnce ol.the a 

M All thMA riahts can to enforced against the «en|lvt 


u to independent The essence of the declaration of ngnu m mm cot 
to musthave an opportunity to get redress agunst “I . . 

Ufdi-litnto execorive aetkma. The pidicia^ dependent ^ 
would hardly muster courage to rife 

8to GOurU can rive redress when one clBzen clrims W 

? to the domain of private law. The declaratioD of rijto ■ conesroeo wtlQ 
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**7 o' thepaWe, role of low (whieh meuM and 

ineladM deolaitttion of rijchts) cannot bo establiabra and cannot prosper. Under a 
federal form of goyernment or under reeponaible government judiciary » bound to 
te independent and these nghts can be sneeessfuTly enforced thronah the Federal 
Buprome Court. Fedgal government meana Federal citizenship ana unless all the 
dtiaens under the Federation enjoy the self-same guarantees of citizen-rights it 
eannot be called a F^eration in any sense of the worcL It is not a matter connected 
with the internal affairs 9^. any State; it is related to Federal citizenship and if the 
Princes ^are anxious to join the Federation they must consent to embody the 
declaration of rights in the federal constitution and these citizen rights must be 
enjoyed bjr every citizen living in every unit of the Federation. The necessity of 
incorporating we declaration of rights in the Federal constitution is obvious by 
reason of the met that violation of these rights in an unit can be redress^ througn 
a Federal Supreme Court. Unless this is done the people in Indian States would 
never be able to enjoy these rights and the Federal citizenship. 

if the Princes assert that these rights are enjoyed by their subjects in their 
States, assamiiig, though not admitting this to be true, why shonld the Princes be 
unwilling to the insertion of this declaration of righto in the Federal constitution so 
as to make it applicable to all the citizens in the States. These are the rights which 
according to civilised and enlightened opinion have been regarded as legitimately 

belonging to citizens of every State. No oucstion of interference is involv^. There 
is no discretion left to a rnler so long as he poses tc be enlightened and benevolent. 
Hesitation to consent to the declaration of fundamental rij^ts on the part of any 
ruler would only prove his intense desire to cling to autocratic powers in the 

State Rud his unwillingness to raise the status of the people of the State to the 
positioo of citizens living under a democratic federal government. 

Judiciary of the States 

A suggestion has been made by an eminent British Indian delegate that the 
judiciary in the States should be linked to the Supreme Court and that the Juris- 
diotion of the Supreme Court should be extended to the judicial side of the 

administrations in the State. This was a very wise and sagacious suggeBtioii. So 

long as autocracy prevails in the States and so long as responsible government is 
not introduced, this safeguard is absolutely necessary to protect the rights of the 
States’ People. Bevisionary powevs conferred on the Supreme Federal Court over 
the judiciary in the States would be a blessiug to the people in the States and 
would confer on them the benefits of independent judiciary wUch would never 
exist in any State under an autocratic form of government. It is amazing to find 
it being stated on behalf of the Princes that ibis proposal would bo incompatible 
with the internal sovereignty of the States. We fail to see what earthly connection 
there is between the decisions of a Supreme Court or the sovereignty of the States. 
Even at present the highest courts in the States are dispensing justice between mao 
and man in the State without impairing in the slightest degree the sovereignty 
of those States. In fact, as a matter of principle, sovereignty delegates its authority 
in this respect to the judiciary in every State. There can be similar delegation to 
the Supreme Court by agreement with every ruler if he has only the wish to 
ensure thorough justly to his people and has genuine and earnest desire to raise the 
efficiency of ibis judiciary. Nothing would prevent any ruler from conseuting to 
aueh a de^gation. Even aa regards federal subjects the Princes have to surrender a 
part of their sovereigaty to the federal government. In this respect they have only 
fu delegate and not to surrender their sovereignty to the fedferal supreme court. 
ii)ominion practioe lUsq C 9 nfirms the view that although there are supreme courts in 
the dominions, the jurisdiction of the Privy Council is acquiesced in by the seif- 
goveming Dominion governments. The Indian Princes can follow the same rule 
and piaetioe as regards the Federal Supreme Court and this would in no way 
Himiniah thetf inttfual sovereignty. 

Xu ooDdniion we have to state that ever since the idea of a Bound Table Con- 
fSKBoe wae iiuioaDoed by Government, the Indian States’ people have been claim- 
ing that theit npnaeiitative should be invited to participate in the ddiberations of 
that c o n i cw ne e . II all parties and interests in British India were to be given the 
fullest oppoMnnity to express their views, we fail to feel any justification why the 
seventy luUlons of the Stales’ people were not permitted to express their viewik 
Fnitber moce, these has been n radical change in the outlook of this constitutional 
pnoUenh sitting of the Bound Table Conferenoe the question of a Fede- 
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ration ^ bteomt t lira iwne and the intereeto of the penle in the Indian 
ate w mbmatdy connected nidi the Federation, that t^ cannot be inoted 
in framing; a constitution of an All-India Federation. It was ther^re absolateij 
neoesu^ in view of the chaniced conditions to invite ropresontatiTos of the Indian 
Stt^ People. By r^on of their absence we find that the vital interests A the 
^tes pmple m either ignored or rather given up and we sertously Mprehend that 
the people of the StatM would be placed in a worst predicament ^ thecefoieb 
ittmcstly appeal that in future discussions of this problem of settling the oonatitn- 
lion for India, the representatives of the 8tatos* people should be invit^ so as to 
ensure and safeguard the interests of the States* people and to make the constitution 
aco^table to them. 

^ far as the Premier s declaration and the Round Table proposals are cODoenied, 
the Indian States* people strongly urge : 

(1) That paramountcy should uot i>o divided, and that it should be ultinalely 
vested in the central federal government. 

(2) That paramountcy may, if thought necessary, be included in the reserved sub- 
jects during the transition p^iod. 

(3) That during the transition period, the Princes should so a^st their govern- 
meut in the States and undertake to briug about progressive realieatioD of the same. 

(4) That the States should be admittM into the federation only on condition 
that the standard of government in them is of the same type as prevailing in those 
of British Indian units. 

(5) That this condition alone will approximate the States to the British Indian 
Provinces and would accelerate the growth of united India ; that this condition alone 
would enlarge the number of federal subjects and eonsoqueutly diminish the number 
of central subjects and this process alone will conduco to tne full development of a 
real All-India federation. 

(6) That the States ahould be reprosented in the federation only through the 
electra rcpreacutativcs of the )}iH)pIc and that the nominees of the Princee should on 
no account bo uermitted to sit in any Jionscs of Federal Legislature. 

That federal laws relating to ((Hlcral siibicets must directly bo operating in 
the States and that adiuiniRtratioii of federal subjects must be entrusted to the fcueral 
executive and that any violation of federal laws or any vagaries In the administration 
of federal subjocts committed within the limits of Indian States mutt bo cognisable 
by the Federal Supreme Court. 

(8) lliat until responsible government is established in the States and until inde- 
pondent judiciary comes into existence and until rule of law prevails io tbo States, 
the judiciary in the States must be linked to the Federal Supreme Court. 

(9) That the deelaration of fundamental rights of the people must be embodied in 
the federal constitution and these rights must be guarantee to the States’ people and 
the infringement of the same must be cognisable by the Federal Snpreme Court. 

(10) That the People of the Slates must be enabled to send their representatives 
to participate in the future conferences convened for shaping Indian constitution. 

It is only on these conditions that the scheme of an AU-Jndia federation will be 
acceptable to the people in the Indian States. We earnestly appeal to our brethren 
in ihitish India to support these demands and to use their pressure to seenre eueh 
modifications in the present scheme as are necessary to satisiy these demands. We 
believe that the demands of the Indian States’ People are intended to bring about 
prosperous United India and to ensure a constitution which will embrace a real snb- 
Btanoe of independence both for Indian India and British India. We^ therefore, hop& 
that the following roost significant words of the late lamented and nniversallijevered 
patriot Pandit Motilai Nehru will not be lost upon the members of the Working 
Committee while considering the Swaraj scheme, and that the inherent righteousnese 
of the demands of the States’ People would be appreciated and sympathetiealiy 
supported by them i 

theStates, as they are at present coustituted, the only rule of law is the will 

of the Princes Is it coovincible that the p^ple of these SUtes. fired by the smm 

ambItionB and aspirations as the people in British India, will qnietiy snbmit to such 
a rule for any length of time, or that the people in British India, having the dos^ 
lien of himify. race and religion with them, will acquiesce in their brethren on the 
side of an im^inay line beiug governed by Uttle autocrats, while tb^ tben- 
le kind of r “ ' 


selves enjoy some 1 


retpoosible uovernment ?*’ 
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IBMEDABAD-^ A 6 JUNE Ml 


^ OUtf of JimbnghodA oonmed a conference of fhe mien of the 
•nalltt St^ of Bm Kaotha and Hihi Kantha agenciee. aeiembled at 

Ahiaedabad on June 6 and 6, About a docen chiefs attended in penon while ano- 
te doaen were cefneaent^ by thdr ofR(m. Bai Sahib S. P. Banyal acted as 
Adfiaer* 

Suy pUMd the following reiolntioni nnanimoualy 

Oonfeience takea ieafe to record its sense of loya / and devotion 'to 
the Biinah Grown of the amalla Indian States living under iti aegis in paaeefal 
y^gyi^nf their possession ever since their coming into ret tionship with the 

pniat the Ctonference venturea to express its gratitude to Lord Irwin for his tact, 
INinenoe and ludgmeot in bringing about a settiemenjt with a Urge section of Bri- 
m Indian citiaena whose dire discontent was bound to cause repnrcussion in the 
Indian States. 

Ito this Conference begs to convey its acknowledgments to H. H. the Chief of 
SangU to his activities on hehalf od me smaller Indian States which His Highness 
wasjaaked by Lord Irwin to represent at the Bound Table Conference. 

Itot thU Oonleience thanks the p^tical agents of the two agencies of Bewa 
^tha and Hahi Kantha to their expression of goodwill and sympathy with the 
objeeta of this Omfeience. 

niat in view of the political situation created by the deUberation of the Bound 
TsUe Oonferenc^ the future constitution of the Government of India will, tn the 
opinion pf this Oonfmce^ be on tn Ail-lndia Federal basis, the time has come to 
tove the claims of to amalto Indian States recognised as a component part of the 
State. 

That in order to secure their <d>ject this Conference is of to opinion tot to 
milsion of the classifi^to of to Indian States has become a necessity^ and a re- 
mmination of to qualifications of membership of to Narendra Mandat is urgently 
demanded. 

That to Oonferenoe urges to British Government to secure for the smaller 
Indian States, wMeh have so to been utterly negtoto and ignored in all d^be- 
ratois tot afiRmt Indian India, which to Indian totes Committee did not bnng 
within its purview^ wMch in to estolishment of to Chamber of wm 

sevenfo lei aione^ adequate group representation at once in the Narendra Mandal 
and snitovsntiy in to two Feueto Chambers, by a re-consideration of to osm 
d aU to smaller States wUch have for some reason or other ceased to exerdse 
ten iatsmal powers of administratioD. 

.ThattUaOrafBrenoepmyatoH. & to Viceroy to select at least one iwm- 
taliwi from amonget to Bmere of to nnialuted smaller Inton Slites as a doegate 
A to to eeoond almg of to Bonnd Table Conference. 



Federation and the Indian States 

«f Patiala's Sdwme 

jjsjiiswujsairs^ — 

£ju%~s;sgs;j!3nf jrA’ss.srj’ ssr&ss 

Iff i“#rvxi: 


pnuijmie nuonuw was sttbiect to two oohditioni. nanM, (1) the 8lnl 

with » Bn^ ■■ Roramcd at praent ; aod ^ the ptiooaa M Mt 
dominata BntiA India and th^y conid not Muent to Brfthfc bidia d 


aid Mt 
dittoa.io 


... ^ >na»l7 i^OK to i^ diangM in the poUtioal aitnation in India Ma«- 
ait^s a ro«^nation <rf tba wlMle aobeiae anddiaentahiK in dalatt tbo aaayHd 

tag aSsff; 

*^Oae of the moat important probleme nf^DR Indian €tatei rdaitea 4o Iki iO* 
called powfT of paramonntey claimed for and on hehalf cif the Ovownp hnl hemlo- 
fore thm has been no aatialactory aacertainment of tlm natnie and ieopn of the 
so-called prerogatires of the paiamonnt power, whereu with ehi&Rn of tton the 
problem has become a matter of rital importance lo the prpgreas and defstomnet 
of the States.’ 

Gontintting the Maharaja saya 

*'In so far as these powers of parasioantcy are totally eadnded from the 
pnrriew of the federal aeb^e, the proposal of the Federal Stmetnre OO mmlt l a a 
cannot afibrd the slighest aatiafaetion to the States, for they will under n Mmat 
constitution stand where they have stood ail these yesrs. A ladniai noNM vhoio* 
fore, does not mark any improvement or proneN hi the lend poUtioal poaMo o 
of tne States. On the contrary, the propoau is franght mth tte grralml dMW. 
As thm powers of psramountcy will Ue ootside the scope u* ^ 
thby will continue to be eserdsed by the rapreseptsU^ of Ito Orown te Ap 
ume arbitnuy and unreasonsble msnuer ss before. In other words, tne ptaws to 
ooutinue to bo oontrolled and ruled over by.the agepU of the aa thny an to- 
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tbeia are one and all Unitationa upon tbe anthorHj of the federal legialaivro. The 
eommittee hare not proponed a slnide lateoard andnat abiiae of power and arbitrarj 
estcnaion of authority the exeentife of the federation. Yet the eridenoe of 
hiatory ahowa that in a federal conatitntion there in far more reaaon to dread execa- 
tife rather than legialatire eneroachmenta on the rUta of the component Btatea. 
The adfoeatea of federation claim that the righu and powera of the Btatea cannot 
be whittled down by the federal execntire bmnae fl) the Btatea themaelYea would 
be effectifely repreiented in the exeentire and legielatnre of the federation ; and (2) 
the Bopreme Court would be gifcn authority to prerent any encroachment, legiela- 
tire or exeentire^ by the federal Gofcmment o?er the Btatea. The anawer to the 
firat contention ia obvioun. So long aa the aeheme atanda aa it ia there cannot he 
any adequate repreaentation of the States either in the federal l^alatnre or in the 
federal exeentife. Aa regards the second contention, it is the lesson of history that 
It Is not always possible to seeore a indiciary snAdently strong and independent 
to maintain the balance of power in a federal constitution, and one may n^tly 
express a doubt that at least for seferal years to come it will be extremely dIfflcuU, 
if not impossible, to establish a tribunal in India sufficiently powerful to maintain 
the eqnUibi rinm in n seething mass of coniHeting powera and interests. Becondly. 
the hMtory of federal constitutions shows conclnsifcly that there may be a gradual 
extension of federal authority to matters outside the scope of the federal Qofcrnmmt 
in the face of a just and independent tribunal. Seferal striking instance in point 
are furnished by the hiatory of colonial federation. Further, eren if we assume for 
the sake of argumeut that the federal exeentife will always act absolutely within 
the letter of the constitution, yet it cannot be denied that it will possess, under the 
constitution, extensife powers and authority, which may fery often be utilixed to 
prriodtee the interests of the Btates. 

^‘Ihere is yet another point which demands the closest attention. It is a well- 
known fact that serious conflicts of interests and power are inherent in a federal 
system. Ihere is, in the first place, a conflict between the component States and 
the federal authority. Secondly, there is a clash of interest between one State and 
another. Then, again, there is a struggle for supremacy between the Icgislatifa 
exeentife and judicial organs of the State. In a country where there is community 
of interests and ideals, the disastrous consequences of such constitutional conflicts 
are greatly minimised. Exactly the rererse would be tbe case of India, where there 
ia bound to arise a clash of political traditions and ideals between the States and 
British India. It would be well, indeed, judging from tbe lesaona of history, u 
■uoh serious conflicts do not lead to cWil war and factions. Efen if we take the 
rosiest fiew of the future, in our new federation as in every other, there will aria^ 
contests between the federal powers and the State powers, between the authority of 
the federal Government and of the State Oovemment. A whole crop of new diffi- 
culties and novel problems will appear in. the field of governanoo and 
administration and demand tbe exercise of extraordinary wisdom and prudence on 
the part of ibe authorities. It is to be partnoted that no device has been suggested 
by the Federal Structure Ckimmittee to minimise the chances of such conflicts of 
interests and power. 

*From whatever aspect the problem be examined, it is evident that we arrive at 
the same conclusion. Federation Is a radical innovation. It subverts the 
bases of the well-tried and time-honoured political insUtutions of the Statm. It 
attempts to their individuality and political culture. It is a revolution at 

far-reaching at absorption of tbe btates in British India. I, therefore feel, and feel 
very stroa^y, that it is the duty of every well-wisher of the States to scrutinise this 
l&ew polity with the greatest care. It it his duty te consider what will be its pre- 
elae met according to the weli-known laws of Bnnian nature, tbe lessona of history 
and the actual drcnmstances of tbe time. It ia futile to contend that the eovereignty 
and treaty righta of the Stales would lemain nuchanged, for the introduction pi 
innovatkme Into a time-lkmoared political ayetem ia bound to levolutioniso the whole. 

Ae m nsnlt of a ven earefhl and cooeioerad examioation of the whole sehem^ 
I have aone to enleiteiD a firm oonvIetioD that tbia new-fouDd faith in a Dew-fmigled 
Isdmdiam ia at beat an empty dream and a deloaion, pregnant wiOi tfep 
dnnm to Urn vmy exiatenoe of the Btates. I know the ebam will be laid againet 
me that 1 am n deatraalve critic. 1 know I will be attacked at a r^ peie imi rt. 
Ifly anewer to thechnmfo thatl am piqmied to oflbr eoaectione for te coi^« 
dmntkm of dD who am mtararted In te asakiiig of a futuie oonatitutton te 
It it my film belief that fodantion la aol te aolutioii of crar preaant d MBm^ te 
I BtOl boldly maiotoin tet it ia poaaible, ony, it ia within te laoge of pmetel 
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pgiitiei, to diieoftt otte woyi ud maini. For iattoao^ I would like tho eouall* 
(ution-awim to oonaider Um pottibility of a anioa of the Indiaa Sutee aloae la 
dhoet rdattOBihip with the Crowa. The Kerm of each a aakm ale^y etIaU ia 
the pieieat Chamber of Friaeee, the eoope of which will ha?e to be eiteoded ia 
Older to oomriee the following (a) the pieeent nembere of the Chamber la their 
own riidtt, lOB in nnmber ; (b) 1S7 Statee who aie not at piment membm of tlw 
Chamber of Prineeo in th«r own ri|dit ; to) 64 lepreeenlative membeia of thoae 
Statee who hare no lepreientation at preient. The etanding oommittee wUI alao hate 
Ito be enlargod ao aa to oonaiet of the Chaneetlor and 14 membera. Ihla ataadlag 
eommittee, with a lew aeleoted adriaera, will coaler with a permanent ataadlag eom- 
mittee of boto Hoaaee of the federal legiaUtare of Britiah India apathy eonatitated 
lor the parpoee and lettle all qaeationa of common intereat and policy. Than, the 
difllenltlea of admioiatration and policy will be aolved. In caae of any diapnte or 
diaagieement. all ioaticiable itanea will be referred to the Jadioial Oommittee cd the 
Prlay Oonncil of Eagland and all non-inatieiable iaanea to a permanent ooart of 
arbitration eompriaing repreaentati? ea of the two partiea and prcaided o?er bj a repre- 
aentatife of the Crown. 1 have deliberately not worked the aoheme in detail aa aome 
other auggeationa might be forthcoming from other qnartera. 

'It iaji hope, neoileaa lor me to add that my orttioiam of the propoaed federal 
aoheme la baara aoldy on my honeat conviction that the aeheme, alwaya of a donbt- 
Inl aouodoeaa, haa new become poaitlvely periloua to the poaition of the Statei. I 
cannot aafficiently emphaaiae the fact that I am not oppomd to the upirationa of 
Britiah India. On the contrary, I am anxioua to ace that Britiah India ehonld 
obtain full and complete aelf-government. If I oppose the participation of the 
Statee in the lederal aoheme, it ia merely to aafeguard the intcresla of the rnleri and 
anbimto of the Statee. 

T therefore consider it my sacred duty to sound a note of warning to my brother 
princes. The present is a most critical time for the States, and it is necesaary that 
we should bring caution and statesmanship to onr aid in solving our constitutional 
problems. Now ia the time for ua to consider these queationa, for once the oppor- 
tunity is lost the fote of the Indian States may be sealed for ever. 


Maharaja Bikaner*i Reply to Patiala 


In a statement to the press, imued on the 2itb. June, the Alaharaia of Bikaner 
vehemently criticised the Maharaja of Patiala's volte fare. The Maharaja of Bikaner 
said :--*His Hifl^ness the Maharaja of Patiala’s note of June 16 contains a curious 
and confusing conglomeration of contradictory criticisms nod a collection of inoorveet 
nnd forced argnmeote and pleadings baaed on fallacies, in n fntile attrapt to wmek 
the Mermtion/’ The Maharaja of Bikaner chancterised the Maba^a of FaSnla’s 
criticism of his colleagues as unjust, unfair and ungrtoious. The Mahargja of 
Biktner said 


1 will in inviting a careful perusal of all bis speeches, eonftne myself to quoting 
some more Important extracts therefrom In London and subseqaently In the Cmamte 
of Princes in March last. In these speeches His Highness repeidedly stieaied-- 
whilst so eloquently supporting Federatioo and "pledging "to the utmost. .....our loyal 

and whole-hMTted co-operation" and "eur readiness to work for tola ideal, nnd fo 
facilitate its achievement. For federation I am prepared to work... ’—that he spoke 
**la mj capicity as Ghancellor of the CShamber of Priooes as well as ia myTespaflity 
as a RoliDg rance^* and "on behalf of the Indian States aD(L..for myself.^ He 
emfdiasiaed that "the main principle of federation standi nccepted" and gOM 
eoongh to add "I echo the conhdent hope expressed the other day by H. HT tM 
Bfahaimja of Bikaner that by far the larger proportion of Statei will come into the 
lederal stmetnre at once and that the remainder will soon follow — thongb Bis 
Highness failed to meotioD a single word about the proviso expressly and eleaiiy 
In this ooonsetion snbjeet to which I made that obsarviUion at the Federal 
Obmmlttee, the Bound Table Conference and in Biktner on Febmary 9, nammy, 
"H the settlement was just and lair, if the rif^to of the States wwe, sslegnardyi, 
and If thqy could M scenre in entering such a Fedcrition";l a^ that Aeswiee 
in the event of danger to the States’ existmee or sovenignty, not only 1, but no 
nshar State would enter federation. 

Am npnto the difflealtiw amt mviniiled. Hie Hicfaim npmel)' leid tM 
bdieie uh thej vookl be fieed end overooa^’ "only by e epirit of matul tenet, 
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Of Hritith India. He clBimed that ^'tbia Ck>of^nee baa now advanced to a a ^ 
where we havo laid down the main oatlinea...%loQK linea which it would bo difilou 
to challenge...” Contraated with what he now iiruca Keoerally and particularly 
rcKa^iiiff the smalier .Statea Hia Hiifbneaa haa himaeIC admitted that ^Tederatkm 
provided for ua the beat ffnarantee for the continued enjoyment of onr righta”. that 
<the States Delegation was very strongly re|>rcaented on this Committee by Their 
Highnc^^ of lihopal and Bikaner and by Sir Akbar Hydari,...’ and czpteiod the 




administration in certain anbiocts proposed to be federal in the futnre which are now 
being administered by the State Government.. .In order to protect the vested interwta 
and special rights of the States the delcgaiion also made it clear.. .’*and “the Prime 
Minister of England accepted the conclusion of the Conference and declared that 
so far as the States were concerned, their authority, excepting in those matters 
which are by their consent aaaigneu to the Federal Government, will continue 
unimpaired.!' Hia Highness added : “but with oirectivo constitutional tafeguarda for 
our cherUhcil rights wc have every rciison to hope that the rood which we have 
chosen wiH lend ns to the g*‘ial of a United India in which all communities will 
have opportiinitica for unresiricted growth ; harmony will prevail and aDtagonisma 
will cease' ; and Ktressed thit “at this stage when the provisions of the constitution 
remain to be drafted in exact language, indeed, when many of the important details 
have still to be worked out it is difficult to nrrirc at any final deeision. 

What then has bupiicned in the short space of barely three luoutha ? There is 
nothing 1 detest more than assigning motives ; and I prefer to say as little in my 
own words as is unavoidable. But from all that I have read so far, if anv respon- 
sible person in a high |)osition— Prince, statesman or politician— ever got a*tiioroughly 
bad prm from all s<*ctions of newspapers, English or JiHriaii, moderate or eztrem^ 
it la Hia Llighiicss of Patialu and his ‘volte face,' which has. been uniTeraally and 
unqualifiedly cmidcmiicd in ilic* most ruthless mid uiicoropliinciitary terma. In ^ew 
of nil the cireumattuices arc the respectable press and informed reaponsible public 
opinion in the St;itos and British India altogether unjustified vi shrewdly connecting 
it with His Highness of Patittla's defeat in the Chaticellora elections last ^rch 
nod in crediting him witli a three-fold objeetivc charges which Hia Highness in his 
torn has now to face— which unkind people insist on describing as*~ 

(1) What in ordinary slang, is known as an electioneering ‘stunt/ pure and simplCi 
and a bold bid to regahi the ChaiieeHovahlp and leadership’ of the Princes ; 

(2) peraonal jealousy, pique and impotent wrath at seeing others auccaeding him 
and taking the lead, xsakh he can never forgive, as also their being listened to tod 
considered of aome importance by his brother Princes aud Ministers and elsewhere 
in India and England ; aud 

H (3) tailing all this at least to nose as leader of the Opposition, in the Charater, 
a role which no one— fortunately lor the Statea— has so for happily aspired to ^ 
but which Mia Higbneaa is apparently quite ready to aaanme— m order to 
Tjersonal fancies and for the mere phumure of oppoaing and hampering the Ghaneel- 
lor aud the Standing Committee reji^leat of the best interests of ml Princes tod 
Statea, which he professes to have at heart. M. H. is also attesting by creating 
alarm in the minda of yonuger Princes and Ritlera of amaller Statea. by alogima 
such as, “danger to amaller SUtes” and their alleged threatened extipetiOD, if rally 
them roand hit banner. Hia Highneae, poalng aa thdr aavkmr. chompioD and pro- 
testor, is poindug out to them the dire conacaaenoeB and fatal resnlto whieh would 
ensure if Ihiy had miything to do with Hia Hi|dtnesa of Bhopal and thoa^ like 
myself wlu> in apite of Hia Higboeaa’ attempts to discredit ns, have fought u 
atienuoualy aa any one else, the battlea of the Statea. 

Hia very recent aoUeitude for the smaller States will no doubt be most touching 
and gratifying to them. Weave aware of die propaganda that aome of Hia Highnn aa m’ 
frienda at least have actively been carrying on for that last few yaara to cause totally 


MAHARAJA OF FATIALA^S SCHEME 487 

anfdr infireiuoiii about aonie of ii«, in which wo ha?e beon depicted at opposed to 
the smalm Btalos. But although to!^sy many of my old biotlm Princes ooueecnea 
are also no mor& there are still some rulers aliee. who will not hate readily forgot- 
ten that it was His Highness of Patiain himself In particular, who oppoMd the 
other Princes and myself, and pressed for the excinsion even of some Princes who 
to-day are happily membm in their own right of the Ghsinber ; His Highness went 
to the extent of claiming that at least one or two such rulers were his* feudatories. 
But 1 am happy to feel that I and ray Princely colleagnes mned oiir point and 
that the Viceroy accepted our advice. As Is known. His Highness of iSangli was 
invited by the viceroy to attend the U. T. 0. especially to represent the interests 
of the smaller States though he is himself a memh of the Chamber in bis own 
right. 

But it was only twelve months ago that His Highness of Patiala, acting antocra- 
ticaliy, and quite unconstitutionally and expressly against the nxmmmendatioiis of 
the Princes Committee, attempted, as Cbanccllcr. to got His Highness of Sangli 
excluded, when supported by my colleagues. 1 had, in my individual capacity, to 
take up the point. 

His Highness's scheme to increase the number of members and representative 
members to such an extent is, 1 deeply regret to have to point out, also a part of 
elcctionoering tactics. In London 1 heard that the iiait offered for additional mem- 
bership WAS forty to gain the support of the smaller Miatcs, Now it appears to have 
multiplied with nmaxing rapidity. Instead of 10D States, at present mcrobcrH in their 
own right. His Highness proposes to inelndc every one of the remaining 12G States 
who At present return 12 representative memb?rs: and although the tolegruphic sum- 
mary gave the number Ilia Highness proposetl :is 0>. additional representative mem- 
bers appear to have been proponed in th; Note. Tims the Chamber membership is 
proposed by Uis Highness to be raised from 109 to 2.'ir> representing an increase of 
about 110 per cent and the total membership, including representativs nicnilicrs, from 
121 to 240 or an increase of about lOu per cent. 

In view of the identity of interests, at least, amon^t the majority of States, big 
and small, no such contingency is, let lis hope, likely ; but statcsinanship demands 
that dangers, from whatever cause, of the C'hanilier of Princes being Hooded with 
new members, should be borne in mind, when the position would not be nnsimilar 
to the well-known Asquitbian threat to flood the House of 1/ords by creating some 
400 additional Peers to gain support for the Liberal Party and its legislation. 

Should, however, all the new raemtiers, plus representative memliers, pro|H>ied by 
His Highness choose to form a solid bUn: and blindly follow wherever His High- 
ness or others may wish to lead them, there should nlways be n clear majority of 
22 against the entire Irndy of 100 present day mumliers. The pn^sal to raiso the 
entire strength of the Princes’ ^Standing Committee from 7. including the Chancellor 
and Pro-ChanccIlor, to 15 is donbtirss part of the same ol>iectivp, and we should 
then have, with a vengeance, a parly government, a Chancellor's Cabinet, and u 
really democratic party system with Txfadersbip' and ‘Ctoposition'. 

During my ten years of Oflice. as Chancellor for tive years from 1021, and 
during the preceding five years when i was elected Honorary ltenci*al tSecretary of 
the Princes’ Conference, and ditchargeil the same duties aucl responsibilities, J am 
proud to feel that no such state of affairs existed ; find 1 nlways considered my- 
self not as the Leader, but ns the servant nod the chief worker in the cause of my 
brother Princes and States. Whether such a system will be in keeping with the 
dignity of the Princes and their Chamber, or prove of real Ijcncfit to the States, 1 
leave it to the ptdgment of my brother Princes and others. 

As I Lave on previous oceasiODs publicly staled, if there was any injustice to the 
smaller Butes as regmrds membenbip of representation in the Chamber the local 
Goveromenta were to blame. For the Princes were unable to advise the 
Vioerof owing to unacquaiDtance with deuils of many such Btates and had to 
sugneiM that the matters oonU best be settled on the proposals of Local Govem- 
maote, which was ultimately done. I have crioally openly doclarod my sympathy 
and Bupport for those Btates justly entitled to memhmbtp, or to have their iote- 
rwts la&Kuardsd through repreMntative members. Bat this is a question, as hat 
been repeatedly pointecTout, which relates to the revision and liberalisation of the 
c o nstitutio n of the GSiamber of Princes. 

Hie Ht^noss of Patisla says that, tioce his returu from England, he has been 
*Mstifled bj my brother Princes and their Ministers with repeated and perumptory 
leuncete to get examined ds wore, the fedeimJ question*’ and that, in view of **pofrer- 
fui atgumente and weighty reasons** (whieh have been carefully omitted in his Note) 


VEDEUAXION AKD IHE INDIAN StAtfiB 


ly hjii cpae to tha ccm dato thil fligwft > good didof toe lasiiahgiq^ W« 
ahould aliq like to know the nainea of meh PrineelT aaiaiUuito. It If eqiiaDy no- 
tetaiifto that certain erideotij ioapM atatemcota in Che PtoM did not mention the 
naama of the **lari:e number of Pdnoea” reported to be dimatiaded or in **open 
lefoH’* lepreienting. aa fbrther allied, vnmni tad*’ of opinion amo^ the 
Pkineea. Of the really **prineind Indian Btatca’’ the only mien mentioned aa Eeuic in 
*lRnolt” were thoee of Indore, Bahawalpoie and Bewa. I am not in a poaition to 
oayanythlim about EDaHigbneaa of Bahawalpore. The aedfitlei and ea^g eiewa 
of HiaHwneaaof Bewa are already knoern. Thonidi not inToleed here the caam 
mnilaa loHia Hh dbneaa of Pbtiala’a eonain/and moat loyal friend and aotife anpporter 
Hia Hij^eaa of Dholpore. But eeidently in repird to otben^ the wiah waa fathor 
to]the CooniAt ; and we now aee a aeriea of nnqnalified deniala and diaolaimem. 

It la a thonaandpitlea that attempto^ioulaha?e been ao improperly made to drag 
in— in what after all, to put it mildly, are peraonal aqnabblea and petty iealonaiea— the 
nanie of a younm ruler like Hia Highneaa of Indore who ia on the threahold of a 
earenr. A eruahing reply atroqgly aupporting the work at the B. X. C. ia the reault 
of a more to attada ainiater motirea to Hia uighneaa of Kaahmere being nnafoid- 
ably prerented from attending the Bombay meetioga. Hia Hmhneaa of San^i’a 
name wu prominently mentioned with Chat of the Bilera of Patiala and Bewa aa 
amongat the chief anti-Federationiate, haa met with an equally unqualified and 
•tateamanlike denial. We bare yet to be told that anotbw of the eeniormost 
miere, Hia Highneaa of Boroda— who in apite of adranoed ime and ill-health, 
took a leading part at the B. T. and aleo bleeaed the nderal seheme as 
thm efolfed— or hia Prime Miniater, hare now chaaf^ their riewa, aa alao 
the only other two rulera at the E. T. C.‘ InTolfM— my old friends, and 
Teterann in the work of the Princes’ Chamber and Standing Committee, who 
hM to their credit maity Taluable scrrices rendered to the Staton Their 
Hlii^neafes of Alwar and Nawanagar. 

we hare yet to learn that any of these Princes bare now receded from their 
piofieional anpport of Federation, aa alao the three xemuning seniormoBt Prtnoee 
a^ tha Btatei of HyderabadMywie and Onalior, represented by their talented Blinii- 
ters, <or the Trafanooce and Cocnui States, apecially represented at the B.T.C. My old 
friend, Sir P. Pattani, though deekoas as we all are, that eertain qneatione Vitally 
jrifeoting the eofeceignty of the States should be adequately safeguarded, waa a aigna- 
tcuy to the atatement issued by maay Prinoee, Miniaters and Britiah Indian leadera, 
00 th^ laodkig in India in February as 1 may inoideutaliy add waa also Hia 
pi ghfiam of Dboluraad fitr P. Pattani has on more ocoaaionB than one aaaoTed mo 
that he heliefea and eupperta the principlea of Federation. 1 need not say anything 
ubout my tmated friend £fir Maocrohsi Mehta who attended the R. T. 0. not as ^y 
Prime luniater hut as a dalente on his own right ma one of the foremoat atateamen 
^ ladian India and with Oolonei Hakear, at one of the two Miniitera partioolarly 
lopiicefiifing the epeeiai organisation of the Chamber of Prineee. 

It to hnt natttiiri that amongst such a laige number of States there must be 
some whtoh hare not looked so far ahead or wbieh ha?e not made themeeWei 
tomiUar with the federal constitutioB and their impUca- tiona and that 
thqr ahould conaoqueotly M aome naturri miagiTinga as to poaaible 
•diene effeote ou the eorex^nty, well-heing and interests of the States. But 1 can 
well britofo ae reported in a recent Frees telegrm that amongst other seteral impor- 
tant Stain 'who an mon important than Patiala— eueh as Udaidur, Jodhpnr and 
Jal^ in Baiputana and Koffiapur and a **iam miiority of other Prinoee are **10 
fsfour of Fedkathm.” I am swam that immediatoly after oar xetura and poeeihly 
efSB hefon that attempts hafe not hera wanting to create alarm and panic in the 
mllw of numy Princes and States. That eueh attempta will eoatinue I hare no 
doubt That tbqy will fail I deronUy hope. Pren telegrams have lafened to attem- 
pti to whip up revolt and to increase the slender ranks of those profeieing to oppose 
fhdmarion. It never does in warfan or poUUca to undor-astimate the atnora of 
opposing loroei. But I would earnestly appeal to the Statoa, British India and 
&glana to naliae that we an all at timea apt to form aomewhat esaggerated 
nbtioiis about our own individual importaneeL capacity or power aod thus not a ttach 
eiaggcntod Hnpewtanoe to such matteca which must be aeoepted in politieai life. 







